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High  on  a  rock,  In  soUtoiy  state, 
FuWiiuely  mu'^mg,  pale  Britannia  sate; 
Her  awful  forchcail  ou  her  s\yci\r  rccliuo4, 
Her  robe  and  tru&iitM  Hti'oammg  with  iho  wind  ; 
CUttlhrouijli  her  Iruno  foreboding  Lrtiuorb  avpl  I 
tlioxiM^her  thottiihtiipon  berNos,  and  wept; 


To  lidplMi,  hopebw  AMm  ate  tam*d; 
And  inuAi'df  with  tears  into  bar  daikembrase; 

"  AH  hall  f  "  tsclaini'd  the  cmprc.'^s  of  the  soa,  * 
*•  Ihj  diaias  arc  broken,— JUrica,  be  Xroe  r 

UoinoOHX&T. 
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PREFACE. 


NoiwiTBBTAKDiKO  the  fifcqueiugr  with  whidi  a  similar 
apolpgy  lias  been  made  for  appealing  in  print,  the  author  of 
the  following  pages  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  tbcj  have  been 
eommitted  to  the  press  in  defeience  to  the  olt-eqnesaed  opinion  of 
his  friends,  that  he  might  further  serve  the  cause  of  Christian  Mis- 
sions,  by  the  publication  of  a  complete  narrative  of  his  personal 
labours  m  foreign  lands,  with  some  account  of  tlie  respective 
countries  where  he  had  been  called  to  bojourn.  The  general 
favour  with  which  his  "  ^Icmoriids  "  were  rcn  ivcd,  a  few  years 
ago,  both  in  England  and  in  America,  as  well  as  in  several  of 
the  British  Colonies,  has,  moreover,  encouraged  him  to  proceed 
with  tlie  present  volume,  on  wliich  he  has  been  engaged 
since  the  failure  of  his  health  obliged  him  once  moie  to  return 
to  his  native  land. 

Although  this  is  called  a  third  edUion  of  the  Missionary 
Hemorials,  it  is  substantially  a  nev  worki  the  whole  having  been 
rewritten  and  greatly  enlaiged  by  the  addition  of  many  it^s 
cf  infonnation  with  reference  to  the  histoty  of  slavery  and  the 
dave  trade,  the  results  of  emancipation,  the  geography  and 
natural  scenery  of  Africa  and  the  West  Indies,  as  well  as  by  a 
continuation  of  the  personal  narrative  during  the  author^s  ten 
year's  Mission  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Th(  iMiter  has  not  hesitated  to  avail  Innisclf  of  every  acces- 
sililc  bource  of  information,  with  a  view  to  test  the  facts,  inci- 
dents, and  dates  witli  which  he  Ims  had  to  deal,  and  to  render 
the  historical  sketches  as  accurate  and  interesting  as  possible.  It 
would  have  been  exceedingly  inconvenient  to  make  a  separate  re- 
ference to  every  work  to  which  he  has  been  indebted;  but  he  desires 
to  express  his  general  obligation  for  the  information  which  he 
liaa  received  by  the  perusal  of  the  missionaiy  publicationa  of 
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the  following  etteemed  brethren  and  ieUow-labourers  in  tho 
Lord'*  Ttu^fard Ben.  Willkm  Bhaw,  President  of  the 
CanfefoiM  ibr  tlw  cumit  jcu,  Bamabts  8lunr»  Thmkj 
8iiiitli»  WiBiim  C.  Holden,  John  Ifoigai.  Willkm  Fos» 
Mar   Sramd,  Bidiard  Sergeant,  and  Br.  BaaM.  He 
wlaliaa  abo  to  exprcaa  his  giatcftil  aeknowkdgmeiit  to  other 
friends  and  brethren  who  have  kindly  fiimiahed  him  with  valu- 
able information  and  sujf]^e*tions  by  letter,  <»sperially  to  the 
Bcvs.  ^Viiiiam  D.  Goy,  Cicori^c  lianvcll,  Joha  .M.iuii,  Jauics 
Bickford,  and  Benjamin  Htdsdak.    in  a  work  embracing  such  a 
wide  range  of  topics,  and  sucli  a  nuinbcr  of  statistic*,  dates,  and 
i>ro|)cr  names  of  places  and  p^'rsons,  il  will  not  he,  surj)ri»ing  if 
some  errors  or  omissions  should  be  fninul  to  hare  csrn^ird  detec* 
tioOy  eipeoiaUy  at  it  haa  required  a  constant  aim  at  compres- 
sion to  keep  the  work  within  the  limita  of  a  portable  volume. 
Should  any  thing  of  tlie  kind  be  discoverer!  Ij y  his  friends,  the 
•othor  would  M  obliged  by  its  being  poinled  out  to  hiiD»  with 
H  view  to  ooixeetioi^  in  the  event  of  •  Ivture  edition* 

The  pnparation  of  thia  woik  kt  tha  pieaa  haa  indead  baan 
#  "  lahonr  of  love  $  and  often  haa  tlia  heart  of  the  writer 
thriDed  witb  eoMtiona  and  oyerilowad  with  ^^ratitoda  to  Ood» 
whilst  reviewing  the  way  in  which  the  Lord  haa  led  him  theaa 
many  years  in  the  wilderness,  and  whilst  marking  oooe  more 
the  many  iutcrpositious  of  Divine  Providence  which  he  h«s 
experienced. 

Should  the  pcru«al  of  tbc»c  McuiariaU  tcud  to  iucicase  the 
rfadiT**  sympathy,  lovp,  7.t^\,  and  ht^nevolenre  in  the  cause  of 
ChHsii:\n  Missions,  tljf  dc-i^u  of  the  author  wiii  be  nnswrrod^ 
and  God  aloua  shall  have  ail  the  praise.  \V.  M. 

£uf  GaovE,  Xewpobt, 
lau  OF  WiOHT.  Mmek  10a»  lS6e. 
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PAET  I. 
WESTERN  AFRICA. 

CHAPTER  L 

THE  GHABiCIE&  OF  THE  OOUNTBr. 

Qboobaphical  BoandMriei  Omiaril  Aqpeefr— Modes  of  TntdKog— lifoan* 
taint  tiid  Riven— Fertile  Soil— Niftnfil  Fhidiiotioiit-^PaliB  Oil— Gmn^ 
AnUe— Bees*  Wtx— Ivoty—Oold— V^^^etables^Mts-^Mode  of 
Cultivstioa— SowiBg  md  Betpio9>-Tliiesliing— WiDaowing-^Naturtl 
History— Clioiato—Toniadoet—Noitoiti  Imeets— Fisvers— Pneticai 
SqggcstioBt. 

Throughout  .the  entire  range  of  ancient  and  modern  geo- 
^pby,  no  oouDtry  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  British 
Christians  possessing  stronger  elaime  to  their  sympathy  and  aid 
than  Western  Africa.  The  very  name  of  that  extensive  but 
iignred  portion  of  the  gSobe  ie  aaociated,  in  the  mind  of  the 
genuine  philanthropiat,  with  eyeiythmg  which  is  shoeking  and 
revolting  to  the  feelings  ef  humanity,  as  well  as  derogatoiy  to 
the  boasted  dignity  of  our  nature.  So  for  as  it  has  yet  been 
made  known,  its  history  has  been  written  in  charaeters  of 
blood ;  and  unfolds  to  us  a  talc  of  cruelty,  oppression,  and  wrong, 
snrh  fls  the  annals  of  crimt;  have  scarcely  equalled  iu  uuy  other 
couiih  v  in  the  darkest  ages.  And,  although  the  claims  of  our 
sable  brethren  iiave,  of  late  years,  been  urged  upon  us  more 

B 
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frequently  (Iiaii  in  former  timet,  it  is  Demtbelfst  still  nefeasaiy 
to  keep  tlie  tiibjfct  before  tlie  CWstian  pnUic,  aod  to  veitemte 
tbe  plra,  which  bat  ■Iready  fouud  a  Kspome  in  to  many 

benevolent  hetirtp,  **  Pity  poor  Africa  ! " 

Haviiii;  8|>ent  the  best  portion  of  his  life  in  direct  efforts  to 
promote  iUe  ttiupor.il  jukI  sjiiiitn;il  vvt'lliir'^  of  tUv  >.ible  ^ons  oi 
llHtn,  writer  iins  sitxi  re  j^Irrwurf?  iti  ]'-rt'>iriit in^  Id  ihe 
friend**  of  Mf*sion-  tliis  Inunl)!*'  c()titrii)iitiou  to  tUc  hi«tt>rv  of 
tilt*  i.olilo  r-.trrpri^'  in  wiiirh  they  iin-  ciii^^aj^ed.  Bui  lielbre 
enterin|j  upon  the  nnrr  (tire  of  his  ptT^onal  labours  auti  mission- 
ary exi>erience,  it  has  l)een  thought  ci«airabte  to  a  brief 
aooount  of  ibe  cbaticter  of  (he  nuintry  iu  which  he  was  fimt 
ealled  to  •qjoani,  with  toob  noticet  of  tbo  naiivea,  tbeif 
ninners,  ouatoma,  and  ftupentitions,  aa  may  be  moat  likely  to 
inteieit  tbc  reader,  and  tttmulalo  to  atiU  farther  ciertiooe  on 
their  behalf. 

The  ipeofcivpbimi  boondariee  of  Weateni  AfHca  eannot  be 
defined  with  predaton ;  but  a  deacriptioB  of  the  eitent  of  the 
eonntry  attffieietitly  definite  Ibr  onr  pur{K»e  may  be  friven.  Tbc 

name  is  penrnilly  opplied  to  Ihni  portion  of  the  vast  cimtinent 
whuii  lirH  bet »\r<'n  the  Great  l>oserl  on  the  nortii,  the  Fquaior 
on  the  noutli,  t'lc  Ail  ititic  on  the  wrsi,  and  the  river  Nicer  on 
ihe  cast  .  ♦■  iiltr  M  ini;  the  rps(iu;.s  oi  ibe  S^n'-^trnl,  GaiiiUia,  J>icrra 
lieuue,  i*il>cria,  Ciuuiea,  and  the  i«!-it.tl  ol  F«  rr^iimlo  T  v  As 
thus  employed,  the  term  st'rves  tu  ihstingiiiah  this  extensive 
terrilorv  frum  the  coh>nies  and  tettU^roents  of  Southern  Africa, 
eonnectcd  villi  the  Cape  of  Uood  Hope  cn  the  one  band,  and 
from  the  states  of  liarLary,  inelndnig  Moioooo,  Alirim.  Tuoia, 
and  Tripoli  in  Xovthem  AInen,  on  the  sbofee  of  the  Mcditcr^ 
raoeao»  on  the  other;  whilst  it  leaves  the  Foftngueae  seitlemenls, 
and  the  eitenaive  le^on^  of  Ceotral  Afnea,  rrorntly  etploml  by 
Dr.  livinfcatooe,  Dr.  Tiartb,  aod  others,  as  dtsiinct  and  »rpa« 
rate  poriiooa  of  the  invnt  eontinent.  to  be  daasified  nodcr  their 
apprtipriate  denoaiiiatkios. 

When  we  rim»i«ler  the  vatt  extent  of  that  portion  of  the 
>zW.n'  now  ui.vler  R'vifw,  enibriiein^  as  it  does  not  h*ss  than 
1,UUU,UUU  (Uilc»,  we  are  out  aurpnscii  to  &nd  th.it  the 
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lopographteal  aspect  and  geneial  appearance  of  different 
localities  vaiy  oonsideiably.   In  some  places  we  meet  with  arid, 
saady  deserts,  where  not  a  blade  of  grass  or  a  drop  of  water  is 
to  be  found  for  seores  of  miles,  and  where  the  caravans  of 
travellins:  merdiants  and  slaves  suffer  much  in  the  course  of  a 
lon^  journey  from  various  causes,  but  especially  from  thirst. 
Again  we  meet  with  extensive  tracts  of  fertile  land,  teeminaj 
with  the  most  luxuriant  vciretation,  and  abounding  with  cxten- 
forests  of  valu.il)le  timber.    These  more  favoured  di-?tricts 
fire  irenerallv  situf^ted  on  the  banks  of  the  numerous  rivers,  and 
tiieir  tributary  creeks,  with  which  the  country  abounds.  Thtv 
sometimes  present  the  appe<iranee  of  a  gently  undulating  sur- 
face ;  reminding  one  of  an  English  park  or  meadow,  with  here 
and  there  a  beautiful  hill  or  a  rocky  towering  mountain  of  con- 
siderable altitude.    With  the  exception  of  Cape  Yerd,  however, 
the  neighbourhood  of  Sierra  Leone,  the  Cameroous,  and  some 
other  localities,  with. a  few  inconsiderable  hills  and  promon- 
tories, the  land  op  the  coast  is  generally  level.   It  is  not  till  we 
proceed  a  considerable  distance  into  the  interior,  that  we  meet 
with  elevations  worthy  of  the  name  of  mountains.  The  dis* 
tricts  bordering  on  the  rivers,  creeks,  and  lagoons  are,  more- 
over, generally  low  and  swampy.    At  the  close  of  the  rainy 
season,  thousands  of  acres  of  land  are  laid  under  water,  and 
present  the  appearance  of  interminable  lakes  or  inland  S(  as. 
These  extensive  muruiations,  laden  as  they  are  with  deca^inj? 
vegeta)>le  and  nnimal  matter,  being  exposed  to  the  powerful  rays 
of  a  tropical  sun  till  the  moisture  gndually  evaporates,  soon 
become  the  prolitic  source  of  the  marsh  miasma,  so  fatal  to 
Europeans  resident  in  the  country. 

Travelling  in  Western  Africa  is  frequently  attended  with 
difficulties  and  dangers  unknown  in  more  highly  favoured  lands. 
The  country  is  not  only  destitute  of  railroads,  those  wonderful 
inventions  of  modem  times^  bnt  also  of  commoo  carriage  roads ; 
for  no  wheel  .vehicles  are  used  by  the  natives  in  any  place  we 
have  visited,  or  of  which  we  have  heard.  The  best  roads  aie 
mere  footpaths  across  the  deserts  or  through  the  .forests,  on 
which  the  people  walk  in  single  file ;  each  man  carrying  in  hir; 
hand  a  g\ni  or  a  cutiass  to  defend  himself  against  ihc  attacks  uf 
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•erpenU.  or  beatte  of  pvej,  to  wbiah  lie  »  ooosUiitlj  cxpOMd. 
In  90106  of  tilt  mora  open  diitriclo»  homo  m  OMnioDiUy  tiwd 
for  th«  laddle ;  bat  tbej  ara  not  fipmMy  employed  at  benata 
oi  barden,  or  for  long  journeys.  Indeed,  on  aome  parte  of  the 
ooQtinent,  at  Cape  Coat t,  Aafeianti,  and  oUier  pbeea,  from  aome 
pmilinrity  in  the  lierbafrc  or  in  the  cHmate,  hones  cannot  Kre. 
As  oflrn  as  ihey  arc  introduced  from  other  places,  they  drrlino 
in  ihiir  coiulition,  anil  nltimntcly  dwiiidle  and  die.  Camels 
even  sbnre  the  same  fate.  jdl}joui:h  honu-d  cattle  ihrivo  prt'tty 
wHI.  Will  11  lonj  jmirin-y<  have  to  be  performtil  ovit  laiiii. 
Kuroj>eiiii's  in -some  places,  carrit^d  by  the  tintive  l)e,'ir»T*  in 
hammocks  or  chairs,  according  to  the  plan  adopted  in  Iiuliat 
whilst  others  follow  with  the  baggage  and  promiont  of  Urn 
traveller.  In  aome  parts  of  the  countr)',  however,  we  travel 
ebirfly  hy  water.  The  mighty  lifcrt  whidb  wend  tbeir  way  in 
varioot  diraetiona  towaida  the  aea  aupply,  to  aome  extent,  the 
want  of  pnblb  mda ;  wd  appear  to  bate  been  deeiimed  bj 
Ftoridenee  aa  ao  many  bigbwaya  to  tbe  interior  of  Africa ;  Ibr 
wbiA  purpoae  tbcy  am  already  iiaed»  to  a  eontkierable  extent, 
in  many  plaeea. 

The  native  tribet  Irnnf  in  the  neighboarliood  of  tbe  prin- 
cipal strrtims,  lakes,  lagoons,  and  creeks,  employ  vessels  of 
various  kinjls  to  tran*[)<>rt  themselves  and  thrir  int  rchntuli^e 
from  place  to  }i1:ut  ;  and  it  is  nlino^t  a«.  r<)mniou  to  inn  t  boats 
or  rnn^>e«  on  some  of  the  rivrr*.  a«  you  sjiil  alnr^j;,  ns  it  in  to 
niet't  linr*<'S  nt)d  r.irrinire?  on  the  public  romi**  in  Kn^'lnnd* 
Borne  of  the  canors  nn  d  bv  the  natives  are  lanre  and  haudnome 
▼es«els.  For,  although  the  hulk  is  made  of  ibe  trunk  of  a 
aingle  tree,  hollowed  out  with  great  skill,  it  is  freqneait^  lixty 
or  imnty  feet  long,  and  aix  or  aerexi  feet  broad,  being  cm* 
aionalty  laiacd  at  tbe  aidea  with  plaaba^  and  brantifulhr 
ornamented  with  carved  work.  A  eanoe  of  tbe  latgrat  daaa  it 
genetally  manned  with  twenty*ftMir  Xegroet,  wbo  ait  on  tbe 
edce  or  gnnwale  of  tbe  veaael,  twelve  on  each  aide^  and  pn>pel 
it  forward  at  a  rapid  rate,  witb  paddlet  about  tbree  fret  long, 
which  ther  ply  with  remarkably  dexterity,  beating  time  to  a 
tnne  which  they  mhi:  wiili  nuich  spirit  to  some  extempora- 
ueout  song  made  to  suit  the  ocxaskm.    Tbut  th«  tceue  ia 
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rendered  quite  lively  and  animated  when  a  fleet  of  these  native 
cral't  are  sailing  in  company  ;  for  they  make  the  snrrouiiding 
forest  ring  with  their  merry  songs,  as  they  dash  along  through 
the  placid  water. 

The  priacipal  riven  of  Western  Africa,  to  which  allusion  has 
just  been  made,  arc  the  Niger,  Gambia,  Senegal,  Sierra  Leone^ 
Votta,  Meaurado,  Bonny,  Calabar,  Nanes,  Pongaa,  and  the  Bio 
Giande.  Moat  of  theae  majestic  streams  take  their  rise  in  a 
nng^  of  mountams  in  the  interior,  which  runs  nearly  parallel 
with  the  coast,  usually  called  the  Kong  Mountains ;  and,  after 
watering  eitensive  and  fertile  regions,  empty  themselves  into 
the  Atlantie  at  various  points  on  the  coast.  The  source  and 
termination  of  the  river  Niger  were,  for  a  long  time,  unknown  ; 
and  their  discovery  was  in  vain  attenjpled,  uuUi  the  successful 
researches  of  the  celei^iaied  Mungo  Park,  and  the  intrepid 
*  Landers',  wlio  uitmiateiy  solved  the  grand  problem.  The 
former  a-eertaiued  that  it  took  its  rise  in  the  mountains  to 
which  we  have  referred ;  and  the  latter  found  that,  after 
flowing  in  a  winding  course  about  two  thousand  miles  through 
Central  Africa,  it  discharged  its  mighty  volume  of  waters  by  a 
number  of  hirge  estuaries  into  the  Bight  of  Benin.  These  real 
months  of  the  Niger  were  formerly  regarded  as  so  many 
aeparate  rivers  s  and  wen  known  as  the  Brass  river,  the  Nnn 
river,  the  Old  Qilabar,  the  New  Calabar,  &c  But  now  it  is 
evideni  that  a  vessel  may  ascend  by  any  one  of  these  to  the 
very  heart  of  Africa ;  ami,  at  the  proper  season  of  the  year, 
arrive  at  Babba,  Sego,  or  Timbuctoo,  on  the  banks  of  the  Kiger. 

The  Gambia  may  be  fairly  dassed  among  the  lai^est  and 
most  uiipuiLaiiL  rivers  of  Western  Africa;  and  it  justly  fctands 
next  in  rank  to  the  auije^tic  Niger.  The  banks  and  islands  of 
this  truly  noble  river  were  the  scene  of  the  writer's  missionary 
labours  and  travels,  whist  resident  in  that  country:  a  more 
particular  account  of  this  locality  may,  therefore,  be  naturally 
expected.  But,  such  is  the  similarity  both  of  the  general 
aspect  of  the  country,  and  of  the  character  and  habits  of  the 
people  throughout  the  principal  portion  of  Western  Africa,  that 
the  account  here  given  of  them  may  be  regarded  as  of  general 
application. 
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T1»e  rivpr  Gnrabia  takes  its  rise  at  the  nortbern  extremity  of 
the  Konjr  Mountains,  not  far  iroin  thr»  «nnnT?  of  the  Niger  aud 
the  Senegal ;  and,  after  watering  a  beantifui  and  fertile  countir, 
throngb  which  it  wendt  ita  aerpentine  conne  for  nearly  a  thon- 
aand  milea,  it  emptiea  ttadf  Into  the  Atlantie  Ooean  to  the 
aouth  of  Cape  Verd,  in  latitude  18*  Zdt  north,  end  longitude 
1 5*  weat.  It  ia  about  twelTe  milea  wide  at  the  mouth ;  but  on 
proceeditig  upwarda  we  toon  find  ita  width  eontraeted  to  about 
three  milee.  Thus  it  eontinuea  to  mnr  firom  one  to  three  milea 
in  wiilth  for  a  considerable  distance;  sometimes,  however, 
exti'iulini;  itsrlf  to  pn-j-^-nt  \he  .i|i|K^nnuire,  after  the;  rainy 

Hr;»son,  of  a  vast  nil:ir,,l  It  i*  na\iL'a'>le  for  vessels  of  fifty 

or  "ixty  t^iis'  Imriicu  k>r  upwanN  of  four  IjumlnMl  mi!e^,  al 
wliirh  '  nMit  furtlicr  pri^^-n-ss  is  intfrniptrd  liy  :\  «-ctu"*  of  r.ipiiU 
kiinwn  as  the  talis  of  Barnronda.  Iq  the  dry  season,  the 
inflia  nce  of  the  tides  is  felt  to  a  distance  of  more  thnn  three 
huudred  mtlet  frooi  the  sea :  and  the  lar^r  vessels  of  the 
Kurope.nn  merchanta  avail  themselves  of  this  etrrumitance  in 
nari^ting  Che  klream,  aa  the  brreie  ia  fteqoentlj  rathrr  feeblei 
bring  impeded  bv  the  annonnding  foreeta.  On  aacending  an 
eminence,  in  the  upper  porta  of  the  river,  the  proapect  pro* 
aentfd  to  the  view  ia  fm|ttently  of  a  ehamdng  eharactrr.  On 
the  nj;ht  hand  and  on  the  left  eitentive  forcata  of  the  rieheat 
foliage  may  be  aeen  waving  in  the  wind,  with  hers  and  there  a 
native  town  with  its  detringt  of  eultivated  ground  ;  whiUt,  on 
|iK  Uni:  towards  the  s*a,  we  behold  the  majestic  GauiLia  cli:u  r- 
iu2  in  tlie  sun,  like  a  silvm*  thn  a*  it  silrntlv  flows  in  its 
tortious  cour^'  toirnnU  the  iDi-ii'v  (uvati.  \\hv\)  -miImit  on 
the  rivf-r  it^^-lf.  tH**  Mxiu  n  i«,  in  iiiaiiv  i>1:ut«.  \  rv  iiitrn  'si in*'. 
1  lie  mnrjtin  of  liie  water  is,  for  iit  ^re  than  a  hundred  niilej, 
iiuid  with  d»*nse  ma^iM's  of  the  mangrove  tree, — a  beautiful 
ever^nt  n,  with  ahininj^  leaver  of  deep  ^rvcn,  not  unlike  the 
laurel  of  oor  own  country.  Theae  mangrovca  flourish  only 
where  the  ground  ta  low  and  awampy,  and  aatnntfed  with  aalt 
water,  at  the  flow  of  each  anceeative  tide ;  bot»  aa  evety  trro 
aenda  down  a  number  of  branrhra,  enrh  of  whieh  in  time 
lircomca  a  tree,  the  whole  form%  an  impeoetrable  masa  of 
jut  K'ltf.   On  aacending  further  into  the  interior,  the  banka  of 
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tho  riTer  an  found  to  be  more  elevated,  and  tbc  ground  drier, 
and  frequently  cohered  with  forest  trees  of  gigantic  stature. 
Throughout  its  entire  length,  the  Gambia  is  btiuklud  with  beau- 
tiful ialaucU,  on  two  of  which,  St.  Marv's  and  Macarthv's, 
British  settlements  have  been  formed.  Of  these,  and  some 
other  important  places  on  ilie  banks  of  the  river,  on  account 
will  be  given  in  a  future  chnjjter. 

With  the  exception  of  the  sandy  deserts  and  rocky  mountaina 
already  referred  to,  and  which  occupy  a  comparatively  small 
portion  of  the  vast  continent,  the  soil  of  Western  Africa  ia 
generally  rich  and  fertile.  At  the  doae  of  the  rainy  aeaaoB* 
Tegetation  of  eveiy  descripium  epringa  up  with  wnasmg 
npiditj;  and,  with  the  application  of  oidiimry  ftl^iU  >n<l 
induatry,  the  land  would  be  remarkably  productive.  Perhaps 
we  ahonld  not  greatly  err«  if  ve  were  to  assert  that  no  countiy 
in  the  woM  surpasses  this  in  the  abundance  of  ita  natural 
resources.  The  vast  alluvial  plains  on  the  banks  of  the  nume- 
rous rivers  and  creeks  near  the  coast  appear  well  adapted  for 
the  cuiuvaiion  of  hemp,  iiidigo,  cotton,  coftee,  ginger,  arrow- 
root, sugar,  ricft,  and  other  articles  peculiar  to  the  tropics ; 
whilst  t  ;  >  uplands,  in  the  interior  districts,  produce  the 
finest  S[)i'eiuiens  of  timber  from  the  mahogany  to  the  famous 
camwood.  There  also  may  be  seen  the  cocoa>nut  and  the 
palm,  with  their  lofty  plumes  gracefully  waving  in  the  breeze.' 
The  paliu  tree  is  a  great  favourite  with  the  natives,  inasmuch  as 
it  yields  the  refreshing  wine  of  which  they  are  so  passionately 
load.  Tbqr  also  extract  from  the  pulp  of  the  nut  the  oele* 
brated  palm  oil,  which  bas^  of  kte  years,  become  a  prime  article 
of  export^  upwards  of  S0,000  tons  having  been  exported  to 
Engbnd  in  one  year.  The  value  of  palm  oil  now  exported 
fiom  West  Africa  amounts  to  £1,500,000  per  aimum.  Large 
quantities  of  gum-arabic  are  collected  annually  in  the  country 
which  extends  between  the  Senegal  and  I  he  (Jamhia,  ami  ou  the 
borders  of  the  (jiuat  Desert.  This  valuable  article  is  found 
exuding  from  the  branches  of  a  small  shrub,  not  larger  than  the 
mulberry  tree,  and  is  gathered  at  certain  season**  of  the  year  for 
exportation  to  Europe.  The  natives  are  also  in  the  habit  of 
ranging  the  forests  in  search  of  bees'  nests,  which  they  take. 
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not  so  mnoli  for  the  sake  of  the  honey,  as  for  the  wax,  which 
hai  become  an  important  article  of  barter  with  the  inerchaiiit 
OD  the  coast,  who  collect  il  for  exportation.  Another  valuable 
artiele  of  mercfaandiee  it  ivoi^,  whieb  te  brooght  damn  from  tbe 
iDterior  in  oomiderable  qneiititiee.  and  ezobanged.  faj  Ihe 
natives*  for  varions  itemi  of  Britiah  mannfaclnre. 

In  direeling  attention  to  the  native  praduetiona  and  nalnal 
reaonroea  of  Weatem  Afriea»  we  nnal  not  omit  to  advert  to  Ihe 
piobeble  minenl  wealth  of  the  eonntry.  Some  diitrieta  appear 
to  be  litcrnlly  impregnated  with  the  precious  metal ;  and  we 
have  S€tMi,  in  the  [los^essiua  of  one  person,  several  poaiuls' 
wH«rht  of  pure  gold,  a>Uaf*ied  and  pnpareU  fur  ilie  BriitiU 
Iil.li^et.  The  hills  on  the  banks  of  th^*  upper  Gambiii,  mores 
ovtr,  c-ofilai?!  iron  nnd  copper  ore**,  which  are  «me!teti  and 
worked  up  by  th»'  unlives  into  various  useful  aju!  oruaitieuial 
articles.  \\t  are  aware  that,  hitherto,  the^e  mineral  pro> 
dnctions  have  been  only  obtained  in  small  quautitiea.  and  by  a 
alow  and  laborious  proceaa,  the  gold  beio^  generally  collected 
in  nigle  |(ndna  in  the  beda  of  periodical  riven ;  but  by  the 
appKeatiott  of  improved  modea  of  mining,  eniahing»  and  amelt- 
iog  the  ore,  it  ia  probable  thai  important  leaulta  would  ba 
realtned. 

Kotwithatanding  the  fertilitj  of  the  aoil,  and  the  nnaMma 
hdvantagea  poaaaeaed  by  the  eonntry  generally,  very  little  haa, 
as  yet,  been  dooe  to  open  np  ita  nnmerooa  reaoorcea.  The 
land,  to  a  considerable  eitent,  lies  waste,  only  vtry  small 
portions  ha\:n:^  Ixru  broii^'hl  uuder  cultivation.  I'lu-  inmie- 
iliaU'  want>  of  tin-  n.iti\f>,  in  ihcir  pre-sesit  unr;\ lii/Atl  >rate,  are 
fi  w,  niul  thi'V  lilrr.illy  "lake  no  thought  for  tlie  morrow.  In 
the  vicimtjf  of  l  achlottu  or  viUusje  mav  i>e  s(vn  ihe  ^Mrilius 
and  6elds  of  the  people,  sometimes  laid  out  with  a  decree  of 
naatnaaa  aod  tatie  trulv  commendable,  but  alwavs  on  a  limited 
aeale,  eonaideriiig  the  ahnndanee  of  land  nvnikble  for  cnlti* 
vat  ion.  The  most  common  artidaa  of  produce,  and  thoae  on 
which  the  nativea  chiefly  lobeiit,  am  yMM^  eom,  rice,  ainnioft 
plaiitginf^  pnmpkina,  wfliiift;  uptftnt,  cncvmbafa,  offftfi^  banna^ 
and  itronnd^nota,  with  a  few  other  vegetabka  of  minor  con« 
set^ueooa.  Fmit  ia  niao  abnndant,  and  of  gnat  variety ;  ai  the 
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orange,  banana,  aonr-sop,  guava,  pui«ipple»  papwa,  and  inango 
ploma.  Moal  of  tfaeae  frnits,  especially  tlie  guava  and  the  pino- 
apple,  grow  wild  In  the  woods  at  Siena  Leone. 

The  native  mode  of  cullivating  the  ground  is  somewhat 
peculiar,  and  deserves  a  passing  notice.  Tlie  low  swampy 
land  on  the  banks  of  tlie  (rambia  appears  best  adapted  for  the 
cultivation  of  rice,  which  is  grown  in  large  (juantities.  The 
ground  is  prepared  by  the  wotnen  and  slaves,  betoie  the  waters 
of  the  river  have  retired  into  their  usual  channel,  after  the 
annual  rains.  When  engaged  in  this  branch  of  native  agri- 
culture,  they  may  be  eeen  wading  up  to  the  knees  in  mud  and 
water,  tramping  the  ground  with  their  feet,  and  breaking  the 
cloda  with  their  hoea^  till  ih^  have  reduced  the  whole  to  a 
proper  eonaiatciiciy.  The  aeed  ia  then  literaUy  ^  catt  upon  the 
waten ;  '*  and  aa  evapoialion  takea  p1aoe»  it  settles  in  the  mud, 
gemunatea^  aprings  up,  and  produces  an  abundant  hartest* 
The  appearsnee  of  a  field  of  jioe»  aa  it  adfances  to  maturity,  la 
not  dissimilar  to  that  of  one  sown  with  wheat  or  barley  in  our 
own  country  ,  and  Llie  ^lam  ib  gathered  in,  and  stored  up,  iu  a 
similar  manner. 

The  drier  land,  in  more  eleyated  situations  is  >i  lected  for 
Indian  and  Guinea  corn,  both  of  wiiich  are  pruduced  with  very 
little  labour.  After  the  £,'round  has  been  cleared  of  weeds,  and 
becomes  moistened  with  the  first  showers  of  rain  which  fall  after 
the  dry  season,  the  labdurer  passes  along,  merely  grazing  the 
earth  with  a  hoe,  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  feet,  drops  in  the 
seed,  covers  it  up  with  the  foot,  and  thus  the  work  of  sowing  is 
aooonplished*  As  the  green  bkde  springs  up,  it  only  requires 
weeding  oocasionally,  and  a  plentiiul  crop  is  generally  seonrad 
as  the  result  of  this  irifling  labour.  The  Guinea  com  is  of  two 
or  three  kinds.  When  freed  from  the  husk,  one  sort  has  the 
appearanoe  of  very  small  peas;  and  the  other,  which  is  a  kind 
of  maize,  has  a  striking  resemblance  to  the  common  canary 
seed.  All  kinds  of  com  in  Western  Africa  i^row  to  a  great 
height,  varying  from  eight  to  twelve  feet ;  and  each  stem  being 
stroni>;  and  stout,  the  process  of  reapin«]j  rfsenibles  that  of 
felling  small  trees.  VViieu  the  grain  is  npe,  the  husbandman 
Strikes  at  the  root  of  the  tali  corn  stalk  with  his  bill  or  cutbss. 
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and  it  faD*  to  iKe  grouiid*  Th%  Igtgt  bnshy  cm  m  emlbQf 
ooUeeted  into  the  gnuiArjy  and  the  iteiM  an  uiad  for  IiibI. 
faaebg,  and  other  dooicstie  purpoMt. 
THe  moih  of  threahiiig  a<lopted  by  the  nattrat  la  alao  pm- 

liarly  ru(!e  and  simple.  They  carry  the  com  to  an  elevated 
place  ill  the  field,  cltart'd  !or  the  purJ>o^^<•,  and  mcrtly  beui  uul 
the  prain  witli  Iw^t  slicks.  The  procesis  of  winnowing  is 
equally  siHi]il«';  tor,  s<  !rclin^  a  wimly  day  for  the  purpost\  ihcy 
throw  ^jp  the  corn  into  ihc  nir,  the  l^n  t  / •  h!ows  nwny  the  chatl, 
and  the  pure  grain  is  collected  and  stored  up  for  mercaoliie 
purposes,  or  lor  bome  consumption.  Tha  natata  granaries  are 
circular  buildings,  foiuiad  of  wattled  canes,  and  covered  wiiU 
tbatcbed  roofe.  They  gmendlj  itatid  m  paata  rl^ht  or  tan  feel 
lugh,  and  are  waulud  by  a  vMivaable  ladder.  Tkti  armg«Ml 
ia  oonaideped  neewiaiy  piaaarta  ilia  gram  Aom  tlie  depi^ 
dationa  of  tha  variooa  kinda  of  ? eran,  vith  whieh  the  oouDtij 
aboonda,  as  wall  aa  to  maka  li  law  aooeMibla  to  lha  iwo-foolod 
aaimab  which  fliight  be  olhenriie  temptad  to  help  thamdna 
to  thair  neighbourt'  property  without  permiaaioo. 

But  the  yam  is  the  most  hi?^ly  prized  by  the  aatiret  of 
>Vi  !.trrii  Afru  a.  At  this  wf  arc  nut  surpriseil,  when  we  call  to 
mind  it?  mitrilivo  qunlitic-.  and  the  case  with  which  it  n 
prwluccil  ia  a  diiiiMic  so  wtil  a<!:i|>lrd  to  it§  sfTowth.  It  is  cx\U 
tivatcd  by  pbiiilin_:  euttingi  n\u  r  tfie  luanncr  of  polntoe 
planting  in  Kngbnd  ;  only,  the  \uu\  being  much  larger  than  the 
poiatoe,  it  reqairet  a  deeper  soil.  One  yam  aoawtiinea  w^ha 
eighteen  or  tweatj  poonds,  and  would  famish  a  maal  for  a  eott* 
aiderable  family.  In  substance  this  root  ia  more  like  tha 
toniip  than  the  p<^toa;  bnt  in  taste  it  resembles  Dctiher,  par* 
taking  nora  of  tha  natnra  of  biaad.  in  ahapa  it  bean  a 
atrikiag  reaemblanoe  to  the  ginger  root,  freqnaitlj  branching 
out  in  finger-tike  projeetioo%  and  other  IhntHtie  fbnna,  Tha 

the  yan ;  and  although  totaUy  vnlike  any  vegetable  in  dooMetie 

Use  in  Euro|)e,  it  i§,  nevertheless,  eaten  with  relish  when  the 
taste  for  it  is  otici:  m.'.|UirtJ.  li  iMil'.ivalL:Ll  by  pLnliiig;  sup* 
ol  the  top,  which  run  alon^r  the  ftfjrf.nr  of  the  ground,  or  dirab 
np  a  pole  Uke  a  viue.   Oa  ttui  account,  it  is  au  ctxHioiuioai 
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article  of  diet,  being  produced  with  little  labour,  and  still  less 
expense  for  seed  ;  and  it  is  in  hii^U  repute  among  tlic  natives. 
The  sea  coast  and  the  rivtrs  abound  with  excellent  fish;  as  the 
dolphin,  pilchard,  and  iiMdlnt ;  aud  tl:c  market  is  occasionaily 
supplied  with  mussels,  cockles,  and  0)sters.* 

It  does  not  come  within  our  province  to  dwell  at  length  here 
on  tlte  natural  history  ol  Western  Africa ;  but  we  may  bria^jT 
observe,  that  no  part  of  the  world  affords  jm-nter  vano^  or 
richer  specimena  of  the  wonderful  works  of  God  in  each  respec- 
tive kingdom  of  nature.  We  have  already  adverted  to  the  indi- 
cations of  mineral  wealth  which  appear  in  different  parts  of  the 
oountiy,  as  well  as  to  the  luxuriant  vegetation  of  the  coast, 
which  presents  sueh  an  extensive  field  for  the  researches  of  the 
botanist.  The  lamented  Bowdich  did  mnch  to  elucidate  these 
branches  of  science ;  and  bad  he  lived  to  complete  bis  investf* 
gations  in  the  interior,  still  clearer  liyht  would,  no  doubt,  have 
been  tlirouu  upon  tliu  subject.  The  wild  auiiuals,  which  haunt 
the  rivers  and  roam  about  the  forests,  are  verv  numerous.  The 
uio>l  ]  ioininent  of  tliese  are  the  lion,  leopard,  hyaina,  elephant, 
hippopotamus,  crocodde,  Ijaljoons,  nnd  monkeys  of  various 
kinds,  from  the  savage  gorilla  to  the  smallest  species,  so 
easily  domesticated  in  dwelling-houses.  A  great  variety  of 
serpents  might  also  be  enumerated,  from  the  gigantic  boa-con- 
strictor to  the  smallest  snake  that  glides  among  the  glass.  The 
spedmeos  of  the  feathered  tribe  are  likewise  numerous ;  for  we 
have  seen  in  Western  Africa  the  ostrich,  maraboo>  crown  bird, 
guinea  fowl,  Tulture,  wfld  turkey,  partridge,  dove,  kingfisher, 
canary,  mocking*bird,  humming-bird,  and.  parrots  and  paro- 
quets of  various  kinds,  with  an  almost  endless  variety  of  small 

*  Thore  is  a  earioQl  circumstance  conaected  with  African  oysters  which 
jasy  be  mentioned  here^  for  the  edificntiuu  of  the  youthful  reader.  TAey 

protr  vpon  trees;  and  we  have  8w»n  a  line  crop  brought  to  market,  the 
oy^tpra  still  ailberinc  to  the  branches  on  which  ihov  had  j:rown.  Re  not 
ill!  rr<lti!on^,  ami  vvc  will  explain.  There  are  no  rucks  to  which  the  juuug 
ovs!t:fa  iau  iuiiicrt' ;  bnt  there  are  the  roots  and  branches  of  manirrove  tre*i 
iu  abuudaiicc,  whidi  arc  submerged  by  every  lluwiug  tide:  tu  tiitae  the 
young  oysters  attach  themselves,  and  on  these  they  live  and  grow  till  they 
are  nstnretl,  irheo  the  nativm  eoroe  sod  ehop  of  the  branches,  throw  them 
into  their  esooei,  and  ofier  then  for  nlc,  as  slresily  etated. 
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birds  of  the  most  splendid  plumnj^f,  rxhihitiiiff  even*  colour  of 
the  rainbow.  It  is  remarkabk-,  liuutvtr,  thai  theso  tiquisiieiy 
iK'niilifii!  bird?,  with  llie  exception  of  the  rnruiry,  are  geuenlly 
not  birds  of  son^s.  In  tniveiling  throu^ii  the  woods  a  few 
pleasant  chirping  notes  may  be  beard,  but  nothint?  to  be  com* 
putd  with  the  continuous  cheerful  warbling  of  the  blackbird** 
ihnishet,  iurka,  aad  linattt^  of  our  own  highly  fAvourvd  coantij. 
But  the  most  annoying  crettures  in  Wesicm  Africa  are  thoae 
bdoogtiig  to  tJie  iDtect  tribe.  With  cue  one  may  manage  to 
keep  oat  of  the  way  of  the  larger  animala,  or,  if  an  eueoonter  he 
incf  itahle,  the  enemy  may  be  vanqniabed,  and  there  is  an  end  of 
the  oouteat ;  bat  it  u  nttoiy  impossible  to  escape  rrom,  or  to  van* 
qnish,  the  endless  hosts  of  eentapedea,  scorpions,  flies,  coekroadiea, 
ants,  and  innumerable  other  foes,  not  to  be  mentiooeil,  by  which 
one  is  coiist.inllv  assailed.  As  sjcveral  of  iht*  alx)vc-u:iiiied 
livini?  (Ttaiun-s  have  come  across  the  writer's  juitli  in  the  course 
of  his  travels,  they  miiy  be  more  pjirtiouiariy  noticed  iu  ibo 
chapters  devoted  to  ins  personal  narrative. 

But  the  greatest  drawbaek  to  our  pleasure  in  contemplating 
Western  Africa  as  a  (xjuntry  is  the  character  of  the  climate. 
The  seasons  are  difided  into  dry  and  rainy,  which  are  marked 
ith  a  distinctness  not  known  in  other  parts  of  the  worhl. 
With  n  slight  variation  on  different  parts  oif  the  ooast,  the  dry 
season  commences  about  the  monlh  of  September,  and  con* 
tinnea  till  May  foUowing.  ]>anng  tbeee  nine  months  not  n 
shower  of  rain  is  aeen  to  fall,  and  the  ground  beoomca  parched 
and  dry ;  bat  daring  the  remaining  three  months  of  the  year  the 
rain  descends  in  toncots ,  day  and  night,  with  scaicdy  any  inter* 
mission.*  The  principal  rims  now  oversow  their  banks  like  the 

•  The  ff'!1t)«;ni:  rv>ni|uirij<Hi  miy  nrsf  to  five  &  <  l^arcJ'  vk'w  ut  the 
qiiARtitr  i  f  mill  «hi(-h  fall*  m  thr  oiu>ii(»c      thi-  w  at  iti  Weatrra  Afrka. 
Il  u  Lx^uijulrd  trxm  lUc  beit     ukbk >ouroet.    lt*€  :vui|;.J  rttimate  i*  from 
pen  of  Dr.  lind,  lai  thai  fur  Sierra  htom  m  forabhad  Ihr, 
Wislifholtami  whiht  the  eae  Ibr  Ihs  MMs  is  tai  oer  ewa  tkmr- 

meuts 

TTmifsl  Waiism  Ahim^  im  thns  smaths  ....^>.*.  1 1 3 
ISimhiA,       do.  4a. 
Stem  LeciQe.  4a.  ••«•••••>•»•.••>. 
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Kile,  and  the  low  lands  are  completely  inundated  for  scores  of 
miles.  When  the  rains  in  the  interior  begin  to  subside,  the 
waters  gradually  retire  into  tbeir  usual  cbanneU ;  but  they  leave 
laige  tracks  of  oountry  still  partially  submerj^ed,  and  presenting 
to  the  view  a  succession  of  pestilential  swamps.  The  sun  now 
pours  his  fiery  niys  upon  these  extensiYe  marshes ;  the  waters  of 
which  soon  become  stagnant,  as  evaporation  takes  places ;  and, 
charged  as  they  are  with  vast  accumulations  of  putrid  animal 
and  vegetable  matter,  they  emit  effluvia  almost  unbearable. 
The  fatal  marsh  miasma,  thus  gpnerated,  is  borne  on  the  win^ 
of  the  wind  over  the  country  at  larj;e,  and  frequently  carries 
fever,  desolution,  and  death  to  tlie  habitations  of  tliousands. 
After  many  years*  experience  in  other  tropical  countries,  we 
re^rd  this  peculiarity  in  the  climate  of  Western  Africa  as  the 
real  cause  of  its  jirf -t'luiiumt  unhealthine'?*'. 

The  rainy  season  is  ushered  in  l)y  the  appearance  of  sheet 
lightning,  which  is  seen  flickering  on  the  horizon  at  short  inter- 
vals for  several  successive  night<^,  and  which  sometimes  illumi- 
nates the  whole  heavens.  Then  foUow  a  succession  of  tornadoes. 
These  are  violent  thunderstorms,  accompanied  by  circumstances 
of  an  alarming  character.  The  sky,  which  has  so  long  been 
bright  and  cloudless,  begins  to  assume  a  sombre  aspect.  Dense 
masses  of  clouds  are  seen  to  gather  in  the  east,  till  the  whole 
heavens  are  overcast  as  with  a  sable  mantle.  Now  the  lightning 
begins  to  flash  with  fearful  vividness,  and  the  thunder  roars  in 
awful  pcols,  resembling:  the  crashinj^  noise  produced  by  the  dis- 
charge of  numerous  fields  of  artillery.  These  fearful  Uiauitos- 
tations  are  followed  by  the  sudden  rushing  forth  of  the  wiud, 


Calcutta,  India    81 

Kendal,  VVcstmordaad  ..••.•...•..•»••...•.   56 

Rome   39 

Liverpool    33 

Edinbui^h   24 

londba    21 

HerHn   80 

PeterftbttTg   16 


Thus  it  appetis  that  a  larger  quantity  of  nun  faUs,  on  an  tver^Oi  ia  three 
womiks  in  Wntcm  AMca  than  in  England  in  three  yetre,  aldiongb  we 
•ometimes  rcgftrd  this  as  a  iiinj  eonntiy. 
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like  a  priaoner  bursting  loose  from  bis  cbains.  Tben  the  niii 
pours  down  in  torrents,  as  if  the  windows  of  bcaven  were 

opened;  and  the  elciueuts  of  nature,  inL'lu(Jin<^  earth,  sky,  aiui 
sen,  appear  mingled  in  fearful  conflict!  As  tine  tornado  is  seen 
to  aj)proach,  it  is  neeessni*y  to  spcure  wiutlows  and  doors,  and 
evervthin'^  about  the  liou^-t;  uhich  is  likelv  to  V)e  afiVctcd  bv  the 
teuijsest;  but,  notwithstanding  every  precaution,  considerable 
damage  is  frequently  done,  in  the  unroofing  of  bouses,  the  up- 
rooting of  tcees»  and  the  destniction  of  fences.  But  the  vessels 
in  the  rivers  and  on  the  sea  fare  tlie  worst  on  these  occasions, 
being  sometimes  completely  capsized  by  the  suddenness  with 
which  the  gale  sets  in  before  the  men  on  board  have  time  to 
shorten  sail,  or  prepare  for  the  emergency* 

The  heat  is  frequently  intense  during  the  dry  season,  the 
thermometer  sometimes  rising  as  high  as  from  95*  to  105*  in  the 
shade.   For  several  months,  bowever,  the  heat  on  the  ooasi  is 
tempered  by  a  gentle  sea-breeze,  which  rises  every  morning  and 
blows  during  the  day  with  tolerable  regularity.   At  the  opposite 
seijsou  of  the  venr,  when  the  land-breeze  prevails  for  a  short 
time,  and  the  harmattan  winds  blow  across  the  sandy  deserts  in 
the  interior,  the  heat  is  very  ojiprcssive,  reinindinfj  one  of  the 
hot  air  which  proceeds  from  Ib.e  mouth  of  a  furnace.    Tliis  we 
have  found  so  intense  as  to  produce  extreme  dryness  of  the  skin, 
with  pnrclied  lips,  as  well  as  to  damage  sundry  articles  of  fur* 
niture  in  the  house,  cracking  the  glnss  and  china  ware  on  the 
sideboard,  ^c.    Bui  this  most  unpleasant  wind  soon  passes 
away,  nn<l  we  hail  with  joy  the  return  of  the  refreshing  sea- 
breeze.   On  the  other  hand,  tiie  rainy  season  is  marked  by  a 
state  of  the  atmosphere  the  very  reverse  of  that  which  we  have 
just  described.   The  ground  being  everywhere  completely  satu- 
rated,  and  in  many  places  inundated,  the  fierce  rays  of  the  sun, 
which  occasionally  burst  tlirongii  the  clouds,  rapidly  accelerate 
the  process  of  evaporation,  and  the  exhalations  which  arise  are  so 
dense  th?t  a  tliick  n.ist  is  frequently  seen  to  prevail,  and  the 
air  is  rendered  peculiarly  humid.    We  have  often  seen  the  walls 
of  the  interior  of  the  house  steaming  with  water,  from  the  con- 
dcnsnlion  of  the  vapours  which  prevailed  ;  and  we  have  some- 
tiiucs  been  oblii^cd  to  light  a  fire  iu  the  stove  in  our  bed-room. 
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even  wHen  the  weather  was  hot  and  sultrjr,  rimply  to  rarely  the 
air,  and  dispel  the  damp,  before  we  oould  retire  to  rest  with 
safety. 

The  year  is  further  subdivided  by  tlie  natives  into  lunar 
months,  or  *'  moons,"  as  they  term  them  ;  and  the  time  of  tlie 
day  is  noir-d  by  the  altitude  of  the  sun  in  the  licavens, 
and  wntclies  being  out  of  the  (juestion.  The  day  varies  only 
about  an  hour  in  length  duriui;  tlte  wliole  year,  the  oountry 
being  situated  entirely  within  the  tropics.  The  twilight  is  of 
short  duration ;  for  no  sooner  does  the  sun  descend  beneath  ibe 
western  horizon,  than  night  begins  to  spread  her  sable  mantle 
over  the  earth.  This  is  rerjr  pleasant  in  the  dry  season, 
especially  when  it  is  moonlight ;  for  now  (he  air  is  eomparatirely 
oool,  and  all  nature  is  traoquil.  But  in  the  wet  season  the 
cue  Is  Teiy  different.  At  this  period  of  the  year,  no  sooner 
faafe  the  last  rays  of  daylight  departed,  than  the  reptihs  and 
insect  tribes  begin  their  nightly  song.  The  disoordant  noise 
prodneed  by  the  eroaking  of  the  frogs,  the  chirping  of  the 
crickets,  cockroaches,  and  beetles,  the  flapping  and  screaming 
of  bats,  and  the  bu/.ziiig  of  niyii.kda  ot  uioscpiitoes,  is  almost 
deafering.  Multitudes  of  these  noxious  creatures  are  attracted 
into  the  house  by  the  lii^lit,  and  sometimes  cover  the  walls  of 
the  room  in  which  you  are  sitlifj?  ;  even  extinprnishing  the 
candle  or  lampj>y  crowding  around  it,  regariUess  of  the  conse- 
quences. It  is  at  this  season  of  the  year  that  the  mosquitoes 
especially  are  so  troublesome ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  precaution 
of  providing:  net  curtains  to  the  beds,  and  other  means  of 
defence,  they  still  penetrate,  and  by  their  perpetual  bussing 
and  their  poisonous  stings  th^  frequently  deprive  one  of 
sleep  for  sevend  nights  in  succession. 

It  is  towards  the  close  of  the  annual  rains,  when  the  exhala- 
tions from  the  swampy  ground  are  ^so  sensibly  felt,  that  the 
sickly  season  is  considered  to  commence*  Now  the  natives 
themselves  are  frequently  attacked  with  sickness ;  and  amorij; 
the  Europeans  the  "  old  hands "  expect  the  usual  alLacks  of 
ague  and  fever,  whilst  the  "  new  comers"  have  to  pass  through 
their  **  seasoning."  This  process  is,  undoubtedly,  more  paiul'ul 
aud  hazardous  than  the  ordinary  attacks  of  fever,  which  may.  be 
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expeeled  to  foUoir  at  interfila,  and  (mm  vbidi  iknm  need 
bope  to  oteape.  ki  ffanti  tbo  patient  ti  attacked  vith  aefen 
headache,  followed  bj  a  tit  of  thifering,  which  frequently  ooo- 
tannea  fvr  aeienl  hoori,  notwithatasding  the  additional  cofering 
whieh  m§!f  be  applied  to  hia  peraon.  Then  comet  the  hot 
stage,  during  which  the  skin  is  dry  and  humin?,  whilst  the 
action  of  tbe  pulsr  is  (juirk  and  violent.  The  actual  h*»nt  of  the 
body  nt  ihis  §ta;4f  of  the  (.lisesBf;  is  almost  incretlible ;  a  j*tTicm 
in  health  har<llv  bt  inj;  able  to  bear  hi**  hiin<i  in  contact  \v»th  tlie 
forehead  of  tiu*  «'ifT*T'T.  The  lime  w  hieh  thi^  *lry  buriiiiii:  til 
continues  varies  m  dillcrcut  persons,  ncenrdmi:  to  tlie  nuturc  of 
the  attack,  or  the  constitiitioQ  o(  the  ))atienL  if  everything 
proceeds  favourably,  it  may  be  expected  to  terminate  in  two  or 
three  days ;  bat  if  it  continue  longer,  (Innrrcr  may  be  appio> 
bended,  as  few  hare  aorrived  the  fi(th  4vf  wiihont  any 
lendaaion  of  fefer.  When  th«  imr  hreaht^  the  diy  burning 
ataga  ia  followed  by  coptooa  peiapintioii,  when  the  dangerona 
criaia  ia  conaideied  to  be  paal,  and  a  tpeedy  reeoTery  ia  antici* 
patad*  The  fever,  however,  frequently  annmra  the  intennittent 
fiirm,  and  retmma  every  alftornala  day,  with  a  rfgnbrity  whieh 
is  surprisinir ;  but  these  periodical  attacks  are  triflin^?,  and  of 
short  duration,  coinjiuretl  with  the  *' sea-onin:: . "  and  the 
patient  can  frequently  oiove  about  on  the  Uay  which  iulerveon 
U'tueen  theui»  which  he  calls  his  '*  piHul  day.** 

As  all  West  African  ferers  an*  n^ore  «>r  it<s  nf  the  bilious  type, 
the  mo<le  (  f  tnatiueiit  has  penenilly  been  simple  and  unifortn. 
Calomel,  in  oombination  with  rhubarb  or  jalap,  is  freely 
adminiatered  immediately  on  a  person  beinfr  attacked,  and 
Dover's  Powder  has  been  found  useful  in  aiding  peiapisation. 
Daring  the  intenniaaion,  the  anlphate  of  quinine  ia  reaorted  to, 
«a  an  inlattiUe  ranedy  agninti  the  letnm  of  hnr;  and  it 
acaroaly  ever  faih,  if  a  anffieient  i|nantity,  aay  twenty-five  graina 
ean  only  he  reoe ived  into  the  aytteni  in  the  inteiim,  by  taking 
it  in  anall  c|ttantttiea  every  two  or  three  honn.  Aa  aoon  aa  the 
patient  bminca  convaltteent,  careful  nnrdng  and  eonatnnt 
nttetitioR  to  diet  are  of  the  greatest  |io^«ihle  im|>orfnncf. 

There  is  nothing  very  alarminjr  in  lur  eonjui.Mi  country  fever 
to  a  person  with  a  good  sounii  ruuftlituLkou,  aud  of  tetnpinite 
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habits ;  bnt  we  are  oocaeionally  visited  on  the  coast  with  an 

epidemic  iu  the  form  of  yellow  fever.  From  continued  observa- 
tion, it  has  been  found  that  tliis  fearful  scourj<e  visits  Western 
Africa  every  six  or  seven  years.  It  is  impossible  to  ?ay  through 
whnt  medium  it  coines  :  whether  it  is  conveyed  l)y  the  filthy 
state  of  tlie  slave  ships,  or  by  Anii'iican  vessels  comin"^  from 
the  West  Indies,  or  through  the  atmosphere,  like  the  mysterious 
cholera,  none  can  tell.  When  this  extraordinary  epidemical 
disease  makes  its  appearanoe^  considerable  alarm  is  excited, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  infectious  and  contagious  in  a  manner  quite 
different  .from  the  annual  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers 
already  described.  It  has,  moreover,  proved  much  more  fatal 
than  any  other  disease  known  on  the  coast,  spreading  with 
fearful  rapidity,  and  sometimes  carrying  off  one  half  of  a  whole 
community.  The  "  yellow  fever  "  is  easily  distinguished  ftom 
fevers  of  the  common  bilious  type,  not  only  by  the  yellow  or 
jauudice-like  complexion  which  it  gives  to  the  sutterer,  but 
especinlly  by  the  agfi^ravated  form  of  the  attack,  and  by  tlie 
circunisi.iiice  that  it  is  invariably  attended  with  the  "  black 
vomit,"  wluch  generally  occurs  just  before  the  patient  expires. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that  lhi«»  awful  pestilence  is 
unknown  in  the  interior  of  the  country ;  and,  we  believe,  it  has 
never  yet  made  its  appearance  so  far  east  as  the  coast  of 
Guinea. 

The  writer  is  aware  that  very  different  and  conflicting 
accounts  have  been  givra  by  different  persona  as  to  the  real 
character  of  the  climate  of  Western  Africa ;  and  he  is  anxious  to 
present,  as  far  as  possible,  an  impartial  view  of  the  subject, 
without  going  to  either  of  the  extremes  into  which  he  conceives 
some  others  have  been  betrayed.  It  has  sometimes  oocurred 
that  a  naval  or  militaijr  officer  has  visited  the  coast,  in  the 
middle  of  the  dry  season,  when  everything  wore  the  appearance 
of  health  and  activity  ;  and,  bein«?  charmed  with  the  natural 
scenery,  he  has  returned  to  England,  after  a  brief  sojouiii,  and 
published  an  accouut  of  his  travels,  euloiiizins^  the  country  in 
the  most  ursfnialitied  terms,  and  scouting  the  idea  <»f  the  un- 
healthiness  ol  the  climate.  Had  such  a  transient  visitor 
remained  on  the  coast  ail  the  year  round,  his  views  might  have 
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been  cou-iiif liiMv  modified.  O  i  the  other  hand,  a  travellt-r 
visits  llic  eon«it  nt  ilic  most  sick  I  v  season  of  the  year,  and  is 
naturally  apixilled  nt  the  scenes  of  sickness  uad  death  whidi  li« 
bdioids.  ]U'  narrowly  eaoapes  with  hit  life,  and  brlng^s  nn  evil 
report  of  the  hind;  declaring  that  the  mittitiy  is  not  fit  for 
Europetni  to  iohabtt ;  and  that  all  tbe  MiMions,  and  even  tba 
BriUtb  aettlenieiita  themtelvea,  ougbi  to  be  at  once  and  for  ever 
abandoned.  After  nany  years  of  personal  eiprrif nee  in  this 
and  other  tropical  countries,  and  alter  batrinj^  had  the  ferer 
scores  of  tiaias,  we  are  of  opinion  that  whilst  the  dinate  of 
Western  Africa  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  worst  in  the  work!,  it 
ii  not  so  had  as  to  render  hopeless  our  best  efforts  to  neiitmliz^, 
in  ?on»e  flr:;rft .  its  baneiul  inriut'iirc,  nriii  to  |^applc  success- 
futi\  uit!j  li  e  «l iiiirii  tirs  with  wliich  \\v  have  Ut  vouUuA  in  our 
en(li;ivo>ir>  to  (virnd  the  blessing  si  of  Cliristiaa  civilixation  io^ 
this  nit<Ti  ^lln^^  Imt  lnii<;.iie}(ieeted,  country'. 

The  fuUuM iii^  Uuin  und  ti^urrn  art-  n>;KCtfully  submitted,  as 
illustrative  of  the  irue  character  of  the  dimntr  of  Western 
Atricii.  In  the  course  of  twenty  years,  from  1^04  to  the 
Church  Missionnr)'  StH-icfy  sent  out  to  Sierra  Leone  etghty-ftve  , 
Missionaries,  and  liuriu;;  this  period  fifty-four  ditil,  and  fourteen 
lelamed  to  England  with  shatiemi  health.  In  185$,  theia 
fcoained  on  the  station  only  three  lliasionariea  and  two  Cain- 
ehisis,  ottt  of  one  hundred  and  nine  bbonrers  who  bad  been 
sent  out  dttrittic  the  preeeding  thirty  years.  The  experience  of 
the  Wesle>aii  Missionaiy  Society  is  not  fciy  dissimilar.  During 
tmty  years,  I  mm  1824  to  18i4,  this  institntion  sent  out  to 
hirmi  l>eo»t>,  Caj)e  Coast,  and  tbe  (xambiR.  tiirhty-six  labours  r* ; 
nutl  dunn«/  this  f)eriod  forty-two  were  tluiuv*  *!  Ii\  <it;ali,  ulnNl 
bcvi  fiil  \» '  rr  I'l •uipi'lirt]  ti»  rtturn  home  oii  juvouut  the 
fnilarc  ui  iiKir  iirsiith,  I  aun  it  will  he  sn  ii  ihf^t  the  loss 
sustained  \>y  r  ich  of  thfs<'  i^rrnt  StKirltrs  lu  a  tourac  of  ;kmni 
was  abo%'c  nity  per  ct-Lt.,  or  rather  more  tbau  one-half  ot  the 
whole  that  were  sent  out.  In  ISi^,  from  Junuary  to  June, 
aarcnty-se^en  Europeans  died  at  Siem  Leone  i  and  in  the  same 
eol  >ny  four  Cf»vemofi  died  in  seven  >earSt  fn^n  1825  to  18^3. 

If  we  were  in  a  j  onition  to  give  the  statistics  of  the  army 
and  navy  eounecicd  uith  the  const  of  Alricna  we  hate  reasoa  to 
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fear  tbat  the  result  would  be  ilill  more  appalling.  We  hare 
known  a  large  nntnber  of  raw  reentits  in  the  army  carried  off 
by  fever  during  the  fint  rainy  aeaaon  after  their  arrival.  Since 
it  was  found  that  sueh  awful  mortality  ooeurred  among  European 
troops  in  former  years>  the  plan  has  been  adopted  of  raising  and 
employing  if  gimeuts  of  native  soldiers,  commanded  by  Euro* 
pean  officers  :  and  it  seems  to  answer  well,  as  the  officers  are  in 
a  position  to  adopt  precautionary  measures  for  lliu  preservation 
of  their  health  which  are  not  always  within  the  reach  of 
privates,  to  say  nothing  of  the  r< ckir-^-iii  ^  with  which  the 
course  uf  a  common  soldier  is  too  frequently  distiiifriiished.* 
Sailors  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  the  coast  are 
seldom  allowed  to  go  on  shore,  and  great  attention  is  paid  to 
their  health  and  comfort.  British  seamen  in  the  mcrcnntile 
service  fare  much  worse.  They  are  frequently  employed  in  hard 
iabour»  loading  or  unloading  their  vessels^  during  the  day ;  and 
at  night  they  are  unable  to  sleep  from  the  intense  heat  and  the 
attacks  of  the  mosquitoes.  Being  often  worn  out  for  want  of 
rest,  they  soon  become  a  prey  to  fever,  and  many  have  sunk  to 
rise  no  more.  We  have  known  the  whole  of  a  ship*s  crew 
carried  off  in  a  few  days.  When  inquiry  was  made  as  to  the 
time  when  a  certain  vessel  would  sail  for  England,  that  letters 
might  be  sent  by  her,  the  answer  was,  "  The  *  Ann  Grant  *  has 
been  laden  for  some  time,  but  she  cannot  come  down  tiie  river, 
all  hand^  being  dead  !  *'  It  is  not  without  reason  that  tiiis 
country  lias  been  called    the  white  man's  <;rave." 

But  the  question  has  frequently  been  put :  "  Has  not  the 
climate  of  Western  Africa  improved  of  late  years  ?  "  After 
attentive  observation  and  much  thought  upon  the  subject,  the 
writer  is  of  opinion  that  a  decided  improvement  has  taken 
place ;  the  mortality  among  European  residents  being  much  less, 

*  From  stfttutical  returns  which  have  been  pnhUahed  by  Oovemment,  it 
that,  in  the  year  ISH,  283  European  troopt  were  seat  io  Western 
Africa,  maldag  the  total  number  on  the  eoaet  846;  of  whom  801  died  the 
isme  yeer.  la  1823,  1.164  Eoropean  trooija  were  tent  out,  meldng  a 
total  on  the  coast  of  1,103 :  of  thc»e  621  died.  lu  the  most  favourable 
ycmtbc  loss  by  death  io  the  regiments  composed  of  British  sohliers  hift 
seldom  been  less  than  one  half  the  whi  le  number,  whilst  in  tho^e  compoiicd 
of  native  troops  the  deaths  have  ouly  avcro^jed  about  one  ia  tveatj-«ix* 
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in  proportioQ  to  the  nimilier,  tlitn  fonnetly.  Tbe  ctnte  of  tkb 

iiiiproveineiit  it  to  be  found,  not  in  any  actual  chanffe  in  the 

seasons,  Imt  iu  tbe  purer  state  of  the  atinosfihere,  oecasionetl 
by  the  clenrinjf  and  ilrniiiiiii:  of  the  groutui,  whirh  luis  tukcu 
piftw  in  the  lUM^hlmurhooil  of  some  of  the  tile  men  t».  It 
iDUfi  also  be  noted  that  Afrirnn  iVvcrs  aiv  f»ow  hotter  uiuier* 
stood  iban  formerly,  nnd  cons«'(jueuiiy  treateri  wiih  ^^re;iter  skill, 
and  more  general  success.  As  eipi-rit  iice  and  obserratioQ  are 
further  extended,  we  mij  hope  tiiat  still  ^rreater  iroprovemeiii 
wiii  bo  realized,  till  a  aajoQin  in  Western  Africa  will  do  lortir^r 
be  icgarded  with  eerioiit  epprebeMioo  m  to  tbe  life  or  bealtb  of 
iboae  wboa  il  ooooerDt. 

IIN'ben  we  eontemplate  tbe  dilHeiiltiee  oiitiiiK  from  tbe  vn« 
bealtbioete  of  Ibc  dioiate,  and  an  teoipted  to  legaid  tbev  at 
oalcubted  to  diaoourage,  if  not  to  paralytc,  Cbriataao  effort  oo 
bebalf  of  tbe  oountry  at  a  wbofe,  we  mtiat  not  forget  tbal 
hitherto  our  experience  in  these  matters  has  been  chiefly  con- 
lu..  i  to  tfie  (x)a'^t ;  oud  tiuit  it  i*  »  well  authenticated  fact  that, 
n«  \vr  pr'W't'ed  further  into  the  interior,  whiTt-  ilu-  land  h  more 
«;lrv:iti'»t  i\u(\  dry,  the  linbility  i  >  <1  «<*nMi  nnd  <l»'ntli  i-<  not  near 
so   ^T.  in   thr  low  «vv;itiip\   tii-'tricfs  Uinirrin?  on  the 

AtUiitic.  i  bis  rircumstance  would  seem  to  pottil  to  tbe  fiossi- 
biliiy  of  forming  iulerior  stations  in  bij(b  and  comparatively 
bealtbj  aitoations,  to  which  Missionnri^  and  others  mi^t 
reaort,  to  avoid  the  fatal  influence  of  tbe  epidemk,  which 
appcara  in  tbe  fom  of  jretkm  fever,  aa  well  aa  to  iccruit  tbeir 
atieo|[tb  wben  worn  down  bj  akkneaa,  wben  a  ebaofo  of  air  b 
of  ao  modi  iaportanee.  Tbna  we  aee  tbero  ia  no  room  flbr 
deapair,  bnl  ample  raaiom  wby  tbe  miaaiottaiy  ffiierpriae  tbonld 
be  ppoeecuted  witb  nnaboted  m1  and  eameatneaa.  Ftrbapa 
tbere  waa  never  a  Miaaioaaty  ami  to  Weatem  Afirioa,  wbo  ever 
rtnrrettcd  for  one  moment,  in  life  or  in  death,  that  he  bad  left 
III*  u.i':>r  laii'l  in  tin?  st^mI  work.  One  noble-mindiMl  jtmn, 
>ni  \M'  knew,  <*.iiil  to  hi<  m '^t  itiluiiiU'  frjeii'l  \»lirn  h-jwinj^ 
bouie,  "  I  i!'!  I  >  tiif  ktid  of  dt-ath  ;  hut,  i*"  I  dir,  \(>ii  tiiii*l  ixwnie 
and  wnte  my  rpU  iph  !  **  It  w.i*  n!»kej,  "  U  bat  feli  'li  I  ^^^lt^'  ** 
•*  Write/*  said  thr  Mi--ianary,     *  Ikongk  a  thonimmd  Jaii,  LET 

KOfi  ArniCA  a&  r onoorrtii  I  * "   Manjr  bare  ftdkxt^  and  bate 
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found  a  grave  m  African  soil ;  but  the  work  of  evaugelizinjf 
Africa  will  never  be  relinquialied.  As  A!)raltaiii  took  formal 
possession  ui  Caiiaun,  when  he  coinuiitted  to  the  silent  grave 
the  remains  of  the  dear  departed  ones,  so  have  we,  in  a  st  usCi 
taken  formal  posMs^ion  of  Africa  for  Christ,  by  conmjittiug  to 
the  silent  dust  the  remains  of  so  many  of  our  dear  brethren  and 
eiftters,  who  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  climate.  **  Precious 
in  the  tight  of  the  Lord  it  the  death  of  Uis  saints." 

This  chapter  may  be  appropriately  concluded  with  a  few 
piBctieal  obsenratioas,  for  the  beuefit  of  thoee  who  nay  proceed 
to  Weetem  Africa  as  Christiaa  Missionaries,  or  ia  any  other 
capacity.  During  the  Toyage  it  will  be  fonnd  necessary  to 
resort  to  the  tight  clothing  generally  provided  for  warm  di- 
mates ;  and  we  strongly  recomineiid  that  flannel  be  always  worn 
next  to  the  skin.  By  its  absorbing  qnalities,  the  flannel  vest  is 
the  best  safeguard  against  those  sudden  checks  of  perspiration, 
which  are  so  damaging  to  health  in  tropical  climates.  Ou 
arrivint;  in  Africa,  ail  uiuiecessnry  exposnre  to  the  night  air 
should  be  carefully  avoided,  as  the  tlcws  and  logs  are  most  per- 
nicious. It  may  be  desirable,  also,  to  take  a  little  aperient 
medicine  on  lauding;  but  the  best  mode  of  regulating  the 
bowels,  and  keeping  the  system  cool  and  regular,  is  by  careful 
attention  to  diet.  It  will  be  well  to  observe  what  agrees  best 
with  the  stomach,  and  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  every  thing 
which  is  difficult  of  digestion,  heating,  or  astringent  i  as  pastry, 
cheese,  and  pickles,  fce.  With  regard  to  the  beverages  which 
are  best  adapted  to  meet  the  requirements  of  man,  in  a  country 
where  thirst  is  such  a  frequently  recurring  circumstance,  we 
feel  some  difficulty  as  to  what  is  really  the  best  course  to  pur- 
sue. From  many  years'  personal  experience  of  the  advantages 
of  total  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  drinks,  even  in  tropical 
cliuKitt  s,  ;iud  amid  arduous  labours,  we  should  be  inclined  to 
recuuiuiLiid  the- adoption  of  this  principle  fully  in  Western 
Africji,  did  we  not  call  to  nund  tlie  vile  character  of  the  water 
in  that  coin>try.  We  have  no  hesitation,  however,  in  giving  our 
opinion,  that  the  less  of  alcoholic  mixture  is  used,  even  in  a  medi- 
cinal form,  to  oouuteroct  the  pernicious  effect  of  bad  water, 
the  better.     Tea  ai|d  coffee  will  be  found  more  refreshing 
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nnd  less  iiijunous  thaa  any  kiud  of  intoxicating  driuk  iu  com- 
mon me. 

To  Christian  Missionaries  fj:o\uv  forth  to  Westoni  Afrirt, 
^^'oul(l  say,  above  nil  ih'm^'i  frtdard  againd  fear  f  Tni*t  in  God, 
nnd  cherish  nn  unwavering  confidence  in  His  ever  wntchful 
Providence.  A  high  degree  of  sanctided  moral  courage  is  the 
best  preservative  agninst  fever,  disease,  and  death,  in  all  their 
diversified  forms.  Many  have  died,  it  is  true,  but  many  have 
lived.  Prepare  for  tbe  worst,  and  hope  for  the  best.  Yea, 
lielieve  for  the  beet ;  and  say,  with  David,  "  I  shall  not  die,  but 
live  to  deeUre  the  wonderftil  works  of  the  Lord." 


CHAPTER  II. 

THB  NATITE  TOPUUTION. 

Jailoffs— MandinjTors  —  Foolas — Moors — Fcllutas — Yarribaus — Ashantis 
— Knnlif  —  Bahonian^ — Minor  Tribes—Government  — -  Penalties — 
Muiubo  Jtiiubo — Mnrfia^ea — rulygam^v — llouac* — Fnriuuirc — louJ — 
])Vett->Commerce — Correacy — MaouHacturra — Religion — Mobamme(2- 
aiiitm'-F^aD{nii---S«perttitioni— GnegrHs—Pfltidi^HQnHiB  Sacri- 
Itees— Devil  Wordiip— Caooflialisai. 

HowsTiR  great  the  pleaanie  with  which  we  trace  the  cha-  ^ 
racter  and  natural  features  of  a  foreign  land,  if  we  have  learned 
to  appreciate  the  blessings  of  Christian  oiviliiation,  we  shall 
regaod  with  feelings  of  still  greater  interest  the  oonditioUt 
habits,  and  manners  of  the  people  by  whom  the  country  Is  in- 
habited ;  especially  if  we  cherish,  as  we  ought  to  do,  an  earnest 
desire  to  aid  in  extending  to  them  the  blessiiigs  of  the  Gospel 
which  we  ourselvts  enjoy. 

Western  Africa  is  inhabited  by  various  tribes  of  the  N*?ro 
race,  resembling  each  other  in  many  respert?^,  and  yet  ]io>m>s- 
in?  tmits  of  character  suthcientlv  distinctive  to  render  a  brief 
description  ol  each  desirable.  It  would  be  ditiicult  to  describe 
every  nation  and  tribe  of  people  inhabiting  those  extensive 
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regions ;  for  they  are  very  nnmmtts.  Whilii  retideiii  there,  we 
obtained  Bpeeimensof  thirty  different  languai^es  spoken  in  the 
country ;  and  many  mora  might,  no  doubt,  hare  been  procured. 
But  we  ahaU  endeavour  to  f^ve  aome  account  of  those  only 

which  are  raost  prominent,  niid  theu  proceed  to  notice  some 
particulars  relating  to  the  manners  and  customs  which  mny  he 
regarded  as  common  to  nearly  all  the  trilws  which  liave  come 

*  under  our  observation. 

It'  we  spread  before  us  the  map  of  Western  Africa,  and  eom- 
mence  our  survey  at  the  north,  we  first  nicrt  with  tlic  JalloHs,  a 
numerous  people,  inhabiting  a  eonsidera))le  portion  of  the 
country  lying  between  the  Senegal  and  the  Gambia.  They  are 
generally  tall  of  stature,  but  not  remarkably  robust.  They  are 
a  hardy,  daring,  warlike  race  of  men,  however;  industrious  in 
their  habits,  aoeiable  in  their  manners,  and  more  intelligent  than 
most  of  the  other  Negro  tribes.  The  Jnlloff  language  is  some- 
what harsh  and  gutterai  in  ita  tones ;  but,  when  brought  into 
the  service  of  the  sanctuary  by  converted  natives,  as  we  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  it,  it  is  remarCably  ])athetic  and 
impressive.  Our  first  translation  into  this  dialect  was  the 
Wesleyan  Conference  First  Catechism,  which  we  have  heard  the 
Missioii  bLliool  children  n^peat  in  a  delijarhttul  manner. 

The  next  tribe  we  come  to  is  that  of  the  Mandin^oes,  who 
are  found  on  both  banks  of  the  Gambia,  as  well  as  in  the  king- 
doms of  Mandin«i:  and  Bambarra,  through  whicli  the  celebrated 

•  Mungo  Park  travelled  in  his  journeys  to  the  Niger.  These 
jteople  are  almost  invariably  tail»  muscular,  and  well  formed, 
with  features  somewhat  sharper  than  their  neighbours  the 
Jalluffs.  Their  disposition  is  generally  friendly  and  hospitable ; 
and,  when  travelling  alone  and  unprotected  among  them,  we 
have  always' been  treated  with  civility  and  respect,  and  never 
fdt  the  slightest  fear  of  molestatioii.  Altogether/we  regard  the 
Mandingoes  as  the  noblest  speeimena  of  the  African  race  that 
we  have  met  with ;  and  the  few  that  have  been  brought  under 
the  influence  of  the  Gospel,  have  been  remarkable  for  theur  seal 
and  earnestness  in  the  cause  of  God.  The  Mnndingo  language 
is  peculiarly  soft  and  uiellovv  in  its  tones  ;  aiiil  on  hearing  it 
spoken  we  have  been  remiuded  of  the  Italian.    It  is  said,  how- 
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ever,  to  be  aouMwhtt  emapad  and  coiiftiied,  when  applied  to 
reiiffioiu  poipoaet.  This  b  noi  to  ba  wondaiad  at,  when  it  ia 
remembiimi  that,  till  the  arrival  of  the  Miaaioiiariea,  it  had 
never  been  rednoed  to  gmnnatieal  fotni,  or  employed  In  any 
way  in  the  tervioe  of  God.  With  the  aid  of  eone  intelligent 
natives,  the  R«t.  H.  M.  MacBratr  tucoeeded  in  tfaaalatittfr  the 
Go^fiel  nrconliii^'  to  St.  Mntthfw  iuto  Maiidioj^,  aa  well  as  in 
formiiiL:  a  ^hort  (ir;uiiui;ir  <it  tUe  langiinj^e. 

In  iuiiuetiiiiie  conUict  with  the  tribe*  just  iiicntioned,  we  have 
the  Pn«ttonl  Foolas.  As  thrv  are  found  in  the  ri»inon»  of  St*ije- 
iriiiiibia,  thtse  arc  a  simple,  inotieTi!»ive  peopli*.  They  rniike  no 
pretentions  to  a  right  in  the  soil,  but  live  by  mere  sufferance 
among  the  Jalloffs  and  Mandingoes,  to  whose  Kings  or  Chiefs 
thej  pay  tribote  for  the  privilege  of  pattaring  their  cattle*  By 
these  petty  despots  they  are  often  aevetcly  oppressetl,  and 
•oioetinies  robbed  of  all  tbey  poweai ;  yet  they  teldom  eon* 
pbm,  but  travel  fron  plaee  to  place  with  their  heide,  as  ocea> 
sion  rrqaires,  aobsiattng  eatiiely  on  tbe  milk  of  tbetr  flocks. 
The  P^istoral  Foob»  have  a  tndttion  among  themerlves,  that 
they  ori^innlly  sprang  from  a  vhito  sun,  who  settled  in  their 
eottntry ;  end,  whether  there  be  any  ml  Ibondation  for  this 
tnidilion  or  not,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  they  have  a  striking 
re^emblHUw  to  Kun»{)e.it)s,  not  only  in  tln  ir  (ximpU'iiou,  which 
is  ccimparalivciv  fair,  hut  also  in  llieir  ^'<-n»-i-,il  asp«-cl  and 
fi.iUirf^  ;  Iwin*^  df**lilute  of  the  flat  no»<\  thick  lips,  and  retiritig 
f  tfi  hiM.i.  uliicii  tlisiiniruisu  mo"!  of  tht-  oihor  Africnn  tnht  s.  • 
Kiese  jKfopie  never  priy,  nriiher  art:  they  addicted  to  many 
pagan  soperstitioos  rites,  so  common  among  tbe  Negroes  gene- 
rally ;  and  their  highest  idea  of  viitna  is  to  rvfrain  from  fighting, 
and  to  live  an  peace  with  ell  man.  A  laodable  and  weii^neant 
attempt  to  extend  tbe  bleasingi  of  Christian  dvilitttion  to  this 
singular  people  was  nwde  sevenl  yean  ago,  which  will  be 
notired  in  the  eoorae  of  onr  nnrmtiva. 

We  may  here  mention  tbe  Teaeofaui  and  the  Lonbies,  who 
are  generally  regarded  aa  petty  tribes  of  Foolas*  in  eonseqnenee 
of  their  tpmking  the  same  language,  though  diffmng  entirely  in 
many  rt»*perts  from  them.  The  Hr^t-njimttl  pctipie  rvsemble 
luc  Miiudiu^cica  in  ttj>^»cariiuct.*,  Ciiuractcr,  aud  prowiMs.  They 
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ate  not 'a  wflncierin<r  people  Kke  the  Pastoral  Foolns,  but  have 
established  thfiiiselves  in  several  poweriul  states,  tin*  principal 
of  which  are  Foota-'roro,  on  the  south  of  the  SeiM-Ljsil  ;  Footii- 
Jallon,  adjacent  to  Sierra  I.eone;  Foota-l>oo,  or  Country  of  the 
Foolas,  Wassela,  and  Mi^Miia.  The Teueolars  are  Mohamnicd  ins, 
and  are  frequently  designated  learned  Fooias.  The  Loubies 
are  a  degenerate  race,  stunted  in  grow  th,  and  hagirard  iu  ap- 
pearanoe;  and  yet  they  speak  the  Foola  tongue.  They  posseas 
neither  towns  nor  cattle,  but  wander  about  from  place  to  pUoe 
with  wooden  bowls  and  other  utensils,  which  they  manufacture 
at  their  leisure,  and  sell  to  the  Mandingoea.  From  their  appear- 
ance, character,  and  habita,  the  Loubka  may  be  regarded  as  the 
Gypsies  of  Western  Africa.  The  Foola  hinguage  ia  aomewhat 
peculiar  in  it»  atructure,  and  bears  a  atrikbg  resemblauoe  to  the 
Kaffir  of  Sooth  Africa,  with  the  exception  of  the  elicks,  whidi 
some  think  have  been  borrowed  from  the  Hottentots,  in  com- 
paratively recent  times.*  It  would  bu  interesting  to  pursue  the 
subject,  if  our  space  and  the  design  of  this  work  permitted  us 
to  do  so,  as  ilu  re  appear  to  be  many  eircumst.uujca  whieli  point 
to  an  identity  of  oi  -L:iu  oi  Aii  lean  tribes  so  far  apart  troui  each 
other  as  the  Foolas  of  the  West  and  tlie  Kaffirs  of  the  South. 
Some  learned  men  are  of  opinion  that  both  these  tribes  have 
had  an  eastern  or  Malay  origin ;  but  the  queation  seems  involved 
iu  profound  mystery. 

*  I'he  fullowing  are  spectnieat  of  the  JaagnagM  spokrn  !)>  the  three 
principal  native  tribva  fti\h  wliidk  we  eiBM  ia  ooataci*  oa  tiie  Utukt  of  the 
Gambia:-* 


aaauau. 

lauon. 

VAaaiaoo. 

fOOLA* 

Oaa 

KO-hig 

Go 

Two 

Fa.]a 

Oi-da 

Three  ' 

Sa.bi 

Tut 

Pour 

Ni-ao-at 

Na-ni 

Na.i 

Fife 

Dur-rotn 

Lu-lu 

Je>i 

Sir 

Dur- rum-ben 

Uoru 

Seveo 

Dur-n>!n-Tii-ar 

Uo-ruda 

Je-di 

Eight 

Dur-riim-iii-;it 

Se-i 

Je-tut 

oSino 

Dur-ruui-ia-au-at 

Ku-uua>to 

Tea 

Fiik 

Tong 

Sap-g 
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We  must  now  direct  the  alietiiion  of  the  mider  to  the  Moon 
oC  Wetleni  Affica  i  for,  aUhongh  ihh  is  not  tbetrorigiMil  honiep 
b«re  they  ire  in  vait  tnunbm*  and  in  mt^fenot  power  and  Ibm. 
Among  theae  peopio  aie  to  be  fonnd  priocipnl  native  omt- 
dianta  or  tradera  of  tbe  oonntij,  who  tmval  cstenaively  tn  the 
pioaaeviion  of  their  apecial  voeatkNL  They  maj  be  aeen  eroae* 
in^  tbe  aandy  deaerta  in  ceiiYina,  with  their  eameb  laden  with 
nerehendise,  nnd  driving  flocks  of  poor  bii[4etf  alafca  to  the 
market.  Those  who  arc  more  settled  in  their  habits  bare 
t'slaUished  themselves  in  the  fnr-fnmed  city  of  Tinibuctoo,  nnd 
other  Inrge  towns  tlie  hanks  of  tbe  Niffer.  The  Moors  arc 
not  of  pure  Nejfro  Mooii,  but  a  mixture  of  tlit-  Arab  nnd  African 
races.  Thfv  an-  n^^id  Mohnnimedans,  nnd  u*i>  ihr  Anibic  lan- 
guage lu  their  ordmary  loteroourae  with  each  other,  as  weU  as 
in  their  rdigioua  eiercieaa.  Jn  featnra  and  conipleiion  the 
Moors  have  a  strong  eaatem  east,  and  are  generally  more  iniel* 
Ugent  than  their  neighhonie.  This  superiority  they  make  known 
in  en  nniniitnkfnbie  menner  hjr  thtir  eete  of  erneltj  and  opprae- 
lion.  Nut  only  have  the  Mkr  tribea  oT  Weatem  Afrion  enf- 
foied  nineh  from  the  tpennieel  oendwt  of  the  Moon ;  hnt 
inotfoHive  tnvellcn  have  eleo  been  the  rnlgeet  of  their  Uenoheiy* 
Mungo  Fiark  waa  kmg  kept  n  piiaoner  by  them,  and  wee  not 
only  cruelly  treated,  but  roblied  of  all  that  be  potseaaed. 
Major  Houghton  un  t  with  his  dc;ith  at  their  hnnds;  and, 
although  l>r.  iJarth  in  hi»  ren-ni  jonnn  v  ^^^i^ud  access  to 
Ttnibncton.  the  Moors  took  rare  thnl  Iw  shrmld  sm-  as  htUe  as 
po*-*ii>|r  i>f  tl.r  pl;irf  ;  so  tiini  hi*  accouut  of  the  mysienoua  city 
la  oeoeaaanly  bnef  and  imperfect. 

On  proceeding  aonihward,  down  the  ri%er  Niger,  we  meet 
with  the  FeUataa»  n  nnmerons  and  powerful  tribe  of  people, 
whoee  locality  fnnnol  be  aceornt*  ly  deined,  as  they  are  perpetn* 
ally  on  the  move.  Soaae  tnvaU»ra  asaert  that  tbe  Kdlataa  era 
idcntieal  vrilh  the  Foobe.  end  thM  their  wnilike  cberaeUr  end 
fenenl  enperiority  to  thet  eoA  end  ciieminRte  people  ia  owing 
entiifly  to  differcuee  of  ruenmateneae.  fie  tUa  aa  it  mnr,  it » 
evident  thet  the  Fdktee  on  the  benke  of  the  Kigier  have  for 
manT  vears  pushed  forward  in  amffamive  end  aumsafiil  warfare 
on  the  k»s  powerful  tribr«,  till  they  now  occupy  an  iuflucntiftl 
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and  Gommatiding  position  in  many  dttiricts,  where  their  nama 
was  formerly  nnlcnown.   They  have  carried  i\mr  viotoriea  aa 

far  as  Yarriba  and  Borgoo,  and  estah!i'»hed  themselves  in  many 
important  native  towns  and  cities,  n-ducing  the  j>eopie  every- 
whete  to  a  state  of  abject  slavm",  after  tlie  example  of  the 
Ai  )  r>  ill  the  northern  di^tiiits  oi  the  va»L  continent.  Tn  the 
opinions  of  the  Landers,  tiie  Feiiaia  females  are  geiu  i;illv  pos- 
sessed of  peculiar  charms, notwithstanding  their  sable  complexion ; 
and,  in  their  intelligence,  carriage,  and  demeanour,  they  are 
much  anperior  to  those  of  any  other  tribe  in  Western  Airiea. 
The  same  traveliera  give  a  faYoorable  report  of  the  men  alao. 
When  not  actually  engaged  in  war,  they  deacribe  them  at 
active,  inkeUigent,  mild,  and  humane."  The  FeOatas  entertain 
a  high  opinion  of  their  own  prowess,  and  boldly  declare  that 
"  they  could  conquer  the  whole  world,  if  the  salt  water  did  not 
prevent  them." 

The  next  people  that  claim  our  attention  are  the  Yarrilians. 
This  numerous  and  powerful  tribe  of  native  Africans  inhabit  an 
extensive  plain,  the  western  imrder  of  wliich  is  within  a  liuiulred 
miles  of  the  coast,  and  extends  eastward  iiearly  to  the  river 
Niger.  Tlie  hind  is  tieseribed  remarkably  fertile,  and  tole- 
rably well  cultivated,  producing  Indian  corn,  miliet,  yams,  rice, 
cotton,  nud  indigo.  The  capital  of  Yarriba  is  Kyeo,  which 
Ciapperton  deaeribes  as  a  large  and  populous  city,  fiHeen  miles 
in  ciicomference,  and  supplied  with  seven  large  markets.  But 
when  we  read  of  African  towns  and  dtiea  embracing  within 
their  walla  anch  ]arge  tracts  of  ground,  it  must  always  be 
remembered  that  extensive  fielda  and  gardens  are  generally 
ioelttded  in  these  vast  enclosures^  to  enable  the  people  to  endore 
a  long  siege  in  the  event  of  war ;  ao  that  the  amount  of  popula« 
tion,  though  frequently  large,  is  not  always  in  proportion  to  the 
apace  occupied  by  the  town  in  which  they  live.  The  King  of 
Eyeo  gave  to  Ciapperton  a  grand  reception  in  his  mud-built 
palace.  His  sable  majesty  was  seated  ii  a  mat,  surrounded  by 
his  councillors  and  a  host  of  his  wives,  which  the  traveller 
endeavoured  in  vnin  to  number.  Tlie  Kiiiiz:  inquired  how  many 
wives  the  King  of  England  possessed,  with  a  view  to  form  a 
proper  estimate  oi  his  [lower  and  greatness ;  but  when  informed 
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that  be  bad  ooij  one,  the  wboto  oonpany  give  themselves  up  to 
«  hog  and  angofamaUe  fit  of  laughior.  The  llonaicb  ol 
Tarriba  eonld  boatt  thai  hia  wifc%  linked  Wand  in  hand»  wouid 
reach  acniM  his  kingdom*  Qneena  in  Africa  an,  howefer. 
Applied  to  Tarioue  niea  of  which  Enropeaaa  hate  little  idea, 
Vor  eiample:  in  Tairiba  tome  of  them  formed  a  band  of  bodj* 
guards  to  the  Kin^ ;  while  others  were  obsenred  in  Tsnoos 
parts  of  ibe  kmj^duiu  acliii;^  us  traders  and  iV3  porters,  beariDg 
ou  their  heads  enormous  hunlcns.  Hence  tin  v  mi-'Ul  be  more 
})ru|uTly  CiilK'd  slavts  ihiio  Qtir.  i  he  Varribaiis,  like  all  ibe 
oliicr  purtly  Nc;;ro  tribes  ih.d  vvc  have  iiiet  w.in,  are  totally 
unacquainud  witii  letters  or  wriling  in  any  ionn  .  ibry  are 
nevertheless  remarkably  clever  in  the  oomposition  of  exterapo- 
raneona  songs,  which  they  recite  and  sing  with  great  spirit  on 
spe»'ial  oooasions.  'fhsy  pride  themselves  in  not  being  addicted 
to  the  horrid  bloody  eustoms  of  the  neighbouring  nations,  in 
putting  to  death  a  Urge  nomber  of  people  in  oonneiion  witli 
the  funeral  eeiemooiea  of  departed  Chiels ;  but  they  admit  thai 
on  these  solemn  oecasions  ii  is  usual  for  aeteral  eooneilloti  and 
wives  of  the  deoeesed  volualarily  to  take  poison^  that  they  may 
aeoonpany  the  royal  pereonage,  and  attind  npoo  him  in  the 
invisible  world. 

Hi«'  mast  iuiiu^-rou:*,  powtrfui,  tin<l  wailikc  people  with  viUich 
wi  ;<re  acquainted  in  Western  Africa,  are  the  A»ha«ti».  They 
!ii;iy  In- o.ilKd  a  halioa  rather  ih.iw  a  tribe:  for,  although  en« 
tm-iy  unaci^uiiniied  with  Kijr('}X'aii  civilir.sttiuii  when  they  wt-re 
(in»t  brought  to  our  noiicr,  they  bad  attained,  by  dmt  ol  ibeir 
own  native  energy,  to  a  position  as  to  arts,  agriculture,  com* 
meior,  and  war.  far  above  the  most  adraneed  nalive  tribes  on 
the  conttoeiit.  llie  Ashaalas.  whob  aeeording  to  the  estimsde 
of  some  tinveUcrs.  amounl  to  km  milliooSk  oeeupj  •  wi  Inci 
of  eountiy  in  the  interior  fcifioas  of  the  ooasi  of  Oninea»  of  noi 
less  than  siity  thousand  sqnaiw  mihss,  commencing  at  the  river 
Volla,  and  eilending  over  §anr  dcgieea  of  hn^nde,  with  an 
c<|wb1  breadth  Inland  fimn  the  borden  of  the  Fanti  territory. 
The  irsi  mcntsoo  which  we  find  of  this  reroarkabU-  people  is 
rnrlv  iu  the  bi»t  ciutun%  when  the  traveller.  Mr.  Lucns,  whilst 
III  in|M>ii,  heuru  ul  kuuiasi,  the  ui|»ii4il  ui  .UhuuLi^  asi  the 
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dcstinatioii  of  the  caramt  which  were  leaving  that  city 
during  his  aojoura  there.  Being  separated  from  the  mari- 
time districts  of  the  coast  of  Guinea  by  Ap^uambo,  Dinkira, 
and  other  powerful  states,  the  A'iliaiilis  did  not  come  in  contact 
with  the  European  settlements  till  the  commencement  of  the 
present  century.  About  this  ])( riod  these  tribes  were  ohli<red 
to  give  wny  before  the  growini;  ]>  >\vpr  of  the  Ashanti  empire, 
whose  mighty  host  of  warriors  earned  ail  before  them,  till  they 
leached  the  borders  of  the  country  occupied  by  the  Fantis,  the 
inincipal  tribe  of  natives  on  the  Gold  CkMSt.  The  whole  terri. 
tory  having  been  laid  waste  by  the  invaders,  the  timid  Fantis 
made  a  stand  at  Anamabo  with  nine  thousand  men ;  hat  these 
were  completely  vanquished  hy  the  King  of  Ashanti»  who  came 
upon  them  with  fifteen  thousand  of  his  choice  warriors.  The 
Pantis  were  routed  and  pnt  to  death  at  the  first  onset,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  who  sought  protection  in  the  British 
fbrt. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  pursue  in  detail  the  history  of  the 
Ashanti  wars  which  followetl,  and  in  which  England  figured, 
nlas  !  too  i^rominently.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  in  one  of  these 
contests  Sir  Cliarles  Macarthy,  the  esteemed  Governor  of  Cape 
Const  Castle,  lost  his  life,  havint^  under-estiniatcd  the  «*trength 
of  the  enemy,  and  rushed  into  the  heat  of  the  battle,  hoping  to 
bring  it  to  a  speedy  conclusion.  It  was  not  till  the  arrival  of 
the  British  embassy  at  the  capital  of  Ashanti,  to  make  pacific 
arrangenieuts  with  the  Kini?,  in  18I7>  that  the  real  charaeter 
and  power  of  this  remarkable  people  were  ascertained.  The 
narratives  published  by  Bowdich,  DupuiSt  and  others,  are  of 
fearful  interest.  These  gentlemen  were  stmeic  with  the  barbaric 
pomp  and  splendour  of  the  sable  Monarch.  They  found  his 
numerous  attendants  profusely  laden  with  ornaments  of  gold, 
whilst  the  most  common  articles  in  daily  use  were  made  of  the 
precious  metal.  They  saw  the  royal  executioiiLr  with  his  hatchet 
on  his  breast,  ami  the  fatal  stool  stained  with  blood  before  him, 
ready,  at  the  sound  of  the  death-drum,  to  do  his  fearful  work  ; 
and  they  ascertained  that  the  Kini^  had  recently  immolated  on  the 
irrnve  of  his  mother  tliree  hundred  victims,  two  hundred  of  whom 
were  f  auti  prisoners  taken  in  the  receut  war.   At  the  death  of 
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a  Itte  Sovemgn,  tKe  Mcriflcet  were  eontiniMd  weekly  for  time 

months,  consisting,  each  time,  of  two  hundred  sinfes. 

The  statements  of  ihii  Biiti>h  Ambn^satlors  to  the  Kiru' l.1 
AsliaiUi  have  lit  (  II  ;i:iijj]y  cotitiriiu'ti  .1  more  intimate  acij.i.uul- 
nticc  with  the  jK-^jj*!!*  an. I  tl»e  t'oiintr)  since  the  est:il)ii<!\iiuMit  of 
peace,  aiul  the  np|)ointmt'nt  of  Chn*t inn  Mi««!()iiarit's  to  labotir 
in  the  eupttiii.  And,  allhuii^h  no  very  miirked  retj^tiUii  h  ive 
yet  follo\ve<l  the  benevolent  etforts  which  have  been  put  forth  to 
evangelke  these  barberoat  bat  intenetling  people;  we  mnnoi 
bat  bope  for  ultimate  euccess,  when  we  remember  that  tbe  King 
baa  been  ao  far  impreaaed  iu  favour  of  tlie  Kngliab,  aa  to  aend 
two  of  his  nepbewa  to  Jbe  educated  in  tbia  eountiy,  one  of 
wbom  baa  abreadj  returned  to  bb  natif e  iand  aa  a  meaaenger  of 
the  Ooaprl  to  bia  lbllow*oOQntrynen. 

The  Fantta,  although  far  inferior  in  eoorage  and  power  to 
their  neigbbonra  tbe  A^ntia,  are,  nevertheleaa^  a  nnnerona 
and  important  tribe  of  natives,  and  nre  snpposed  to  number 
about  one  Mullioii.    TKev  owe  their  verv  existence  to  the  kmdiv 

•  •  • 

iiiiii4tn<r  of  the  English  at  Cape  Cmtl  Ciistle,  which  i«  situated 
in  ihnr  territtjrv  ;  for.  had  luev  Im  i  u  If  it  I heiii-eiv e-»,  thry 
must  have  ju  ri>hed  U)\v^  ni^m.  did  mnny  ollu  r  mh  before 
their  barbiin Hi s  nud  (MjwrrMi!  <  uemies.  The  counlr)  o<^rnpit'il 
by  the  Fantis  extends  along  the  G.  ld  Coimt  (or  neariy  two 
hundred  uiles,  and  rrnrhes  iiiiand  to  the  river  IVaH,  ou  the 
southern  frontier  of  tbe  Aabanti  oounliy.  Tbe  land  is  •rencfally 
fertile,  and  in  many  pbera  well  cnltifated.  Populova  and 
thriring  vsUagea  are  met  with  in  evrrjr  direction,  moet  of  which 
have  of  lain  yean  bean  auppUed  with  Chriataan  toatruetioB  by 
the  agency  of  the  Wcaleyan  Miaaionaiy  Society.  A  maiked 
inproveaent  in  the  condition  of  the  people  baa,  in  many  pbeet, 
ahexly  appeared  ;  and,  by  neana  of  the  feaierin!;  care  of  the 
British  Governroetit,  and  the  zealous  labours  of  the  Mission- 
aries, ue  uiiiy  leafrutifibly  auticipatc  stiU  j^tvaicr  ^ouii  m  lit^e  to 
coiwe, 

iiaiLe<i*ai«'ly  1^^  rw«  rin?  r>n  thu  conntrir-*  ?ilrw»f!\  tnentioneJ,  we 
find  nnothff  ^lui  un|>ortnitt  tribe  ot  native  African;*, 

tl^r  hrthouitttis;  ii»d  for  warlike  nziiri'SMon  nnd  ferticious  cnicltv. 
(bey  may  be  ckaaed  with  their  tiui  mum  powritui  ncigbboore 
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ihe  Ashnniis  The  snvacre  character  of  this  people  was  first 
biOu<;ht  to  the  notice  of  Europeans  bv  Mr.  Norris,  wlio  took  n 
journey  t1irouj]:h  the  country,  and  paid  a  vi;^it  to  the  King  of 
Dabomi,  at  Abomi  his  capital,  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
trade  and  comnierce,  in  the  year  1772.  This  gentleman,  as 
well  AS  Mr.  Daizei  and  others^  who  afterwards  visited  Abomi, 
deacribe  scenes  of  cruelty  and  blood  similar  to  those  which  were 
witnessed  by  the  Ambasaadors  and  the  Misaioiiariea  at  Kumaai. 
Daliel  infonns  us  that  the  King'a  body  gnard  consists  of  a 
troop  of  armed  women.  "Within  the  walls  of  the  different 
royal  palaces  in  Dahomi  are  immnred  not  lesa  than  three  thou- 
sand women ;  several  hnndreds  of  these  are  trained  to  the  use  of 
arras,  nnder  female  generals  and  officers,  appointed  by  the  Kin^. 
These  female  warriors  are  regularly  exercised,  and  go  through 
tlieir  evolutions  with  as  much  expertness  as  the  male  soldiers.*' 
The  king's  palace  at  Abomi  is  suiiounded  by  a  substantial  cinv 
wall,  about  twenty  feet  hin:h,  the  top  of  which  is  ormuiK  nied 
with  human  skulls  elevated  on  small  wooden  stakes.*  Access 
to  the  interior  of  the  palace  is  generally  denied  to  Europeans; 
but  Mr.  Dalzel  once  visited  the  King  during  illness,  and  was 
admitted  to  his  bed-chamber,  a  detached  room  surrounded  .by 
a  low  wall,  the  top  of  which  was  ornamented  with  human  jaw- 

*  Coneerninfr  this  ttmnge  orDftmcntatioa  of  ths  wiUt  of  the  ptlaot,  we 
ioithe  following  awAil  incident  recorded  in  DsbeVs  "  History  of  Dahomi.'* 
"Thepofion  to  whom  the  nMaageuient  of  ibis  busincaawas  cowmitted, 
haviug  Dt'gkctcd  to  mnkc  n  pru|)<T  calculation  of  his  nateriaU,  bad  pro* 
ceeded  too  far  in  bis  work  when  he  found  that  there  would  not  b«  a  sufli- 
citnt  number  of  ^kntls  to  adorn  the  wliole  palace,  lie  therefore  requested 
permission  to  be^iu  the  work  anew,  that  he  might,  by  plwHnj?  tbein  fnrlhr-r 
«part,  complete  tbe  desi^rn  in  a  regular  rni\nner.  But  tlic  Kinc?  wonid  by  uo 
means  give  his  consent  to  this  proposal,  observing  that  he  ahutUd  '  jmwb  find 
a  sutlicieut  number  of  Badagrj  hesdsto  lendnr  the  pltn  perfectly  uniform/ 
The  operator,  therefore,  proceeded  with  the  work  till  the  ilcnlla  wen  aU 
cipended,  when  the  defectif  e  part  of  the  wtU  was  meaaored,  and  calenlatioo 
made,  bj  which  it  a|ipeared  that  on*  hmdred  wd  twenijf-teven  waa  the 
nnmber  wanted  to  flniah  thia  eitraovdiBary  embelliihment.  Tlie  pritona 
where  the  wretched  eaptivea  had  been  confined  were  accnnlin^ly  thrown 
open»  and  the■requi^ite  ouinhcr  of  victima  dragged  forth,  to  be  aiatigbtciad 
in  ecdd  bkMid  for  thia  horiid  poipoae.'* 
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bonei^  iiml  the  path  vhieli  led  to  th«  door  wat  ptved  with 
hunmn  tkiilU. 

The  f ncoessive  KingB  of  Dahomi  luiTe  for  mnnv  vftin  bfm 
the  chief  promoten  of  the  aocnrwd  »hive  tnde.  By  wn<rin:; 
perpetual  wArs,  and  the  practice  of  kidnappinjj,  they  have  been 
enabled  to  send  thousands  of  tlu-ir  fellow  creatures  to  Whvdah 
ever}'  yeiu",  lor  shijinicnt  to  foreign  couutricM,  notw  iili^tandin? 
the  vijril.'Mice  of  British  cruiser*.  As  the  pn'siut  Kiiii:  of 
Dahomi  lia^  rrciritly  pcrnultrd  Mi^9io^ari^s  lo  visit  iiim,  ntul  r<> 
introduce  Liinstianily  into  some  parts  of  the  country  ;  and  kns 
even  hinted  Uuii  be  mi^ht  be  induced  to  relinquish  the  tUve 
trade,  if  he  freresoie  that  it  would  be  aucoeeded  by  legitimate  com- 
ttieree  ;  n  t  may  entertain  the  hope  that  these  habitations  of 
erueltjr  will  ultiinalelj  \m  fiaitcd  with  the  light  of  the  Gospel* 
Our  anticipation  of  better  days  for  Dahomi  baa  been  much 
encottfiifH  in  conaequenoe  of  the  purobate  teoentljr  made  bj  the 
British  Gofcmment  of  a  amall  territorjr  for  a  tettkment  at 
Lagoa»  a  port  and  iabnd  in  the  Bight  of  Benin.  By  meana  of 
Ihit  arrangement,  a  salntary  ebeek  will  be  impoeed  upon  the 
inhuman  and  warlike  propensities  of  the  Dahomans  ;  whiUt,  at 
the  same  time,  lej^timate  commerce  and  miHsiounrv*  lnl>our§  wilt 
receive  protection  an*l  tMin)iirn«jemet»t  at  Abbcukut.i,  Imdagr)', 
La^'o^.  aud  other  inj|><irtiuit  j)lrnv<4  on  the  Slnve  Co?»«t. 

l^f*ide«  the  Ijir^c  and  powrifu!  nntive  tnl>f!i  41! : « .\flv  in^'n- 
tiou'^d,  then?  are  in  W  estrrn  Atrica  niiiny  other  separate  aud 
indeprndrut  clans,  as  the  Feloops,  Egbus,  Cromaiitces,  Ttm« 
manees,  Looaooa,  Sarrawoollies,  Sulimas,  Kurankoea,  knimen, 
S:c. ;  a  description  of  which  might  be  intemttng,  if  our  prescribt^d 
hmiu  allowed  the  attempt*  The  people  who  reaide  in  the 
immediate  ne^bovhood  of  the  coaat,  and  have  been  ftequcntlj 
branght  into  cootaet  with  Bufopenn  timden,  are  gcnemlly 
marked  faj  anperior  intalligence;  and,  we  irgiH  to  add,  thai 
they  are  too  ftvqueu  Jy  dintinguiahed  by  the  depravity  of  theff 
morali.  They  soon  pick  up  a  lew  tentcneea  of  broken  En*;!i«.h. 
.Sjianish,  or  Portngtiese;  but  the  first  word*  that  they  learn  arc 
ollru  nofhuiiT  U'tter  than  oathj  aud  curses.  The  prcv  ilnuv  i  f 
the  slave  Irailt  in  tl.r  Hight  of  Iknin,  and  iiiihrd  ;<K<n-,'  the 
whole  coast,  has  kud  ■  most  deatoixiiumg  cilcct  upou  tUe 
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nattves ;  and  it  ia  to  be  feared  that  thoae  of  our  oountirmen 
who  have  been  engaged  in  shipping  palm  oil,  and  in  other 
branches  of  iegitimate  oommeroe,  have  not  taken  much  pains 
to  improve  the  character  of  those  with  whom  they  have  come  in 
contact. 

Many  amusinj^  incidents  ini^dU   be  related  of  the  native 
Chiefs  or  Kii  jjs,  at  the  principal  trading-places  on  tlic  coast, 
ilhij'trativi'  of  the  rcaiiy  wit  and  j)ouipoii>  disphty  of  tlicse  scmi- 
civilizcd  djuMiitaries.    As  a  spcciim-n,  we  iiiny  ^ive  the  follow- 
in*,'  from  the  "  West  African  Herald,"  of  Kchruary  8th, 
a  newspaper  printed  and  edited  entirely  by  native  Africans  at 
Cape  Coast : — "  In  our  issue  of  the  2:ith  of  October  last,  we 
animadverted  with  some  severity  on  the  conduct  of  Peppel, 
King  of  Bonny,  who  had  recently  returned  to  that  place  in  a 
brig  called  the  *  Beulah,'  from  England,  acoompauied  by  some 
English  kdiea  and  gentlemen,  whom  he  had  engaged  as  secre- 
taries and  hidies  of  honour,  8cc.   All  these  persons  have  been 
under  the  necessity  of  finding  their  way  back  to  £ngland  in  the 
best  manner  they  could.  There  were  nine  of  them  altogether ; 
two  ladies  and  seven  gentlemen.    The  Secretary  to  his  Majesty, 
Mr.  Halcome,  was  to  huVii  £1,000  jjer  aunuuiy  •d.wn  apnrtments 
ill  tile  palace;  and  the  others  were  to  receive  reiiaiiuration  tor 
tiieir  services  in  proportion.     Tlie-e  uniiappy  p<'i>ous,  after 
arriving  at  Bonny,  fiudinLT  that  no  preparation  had  been  made 
for  their  accoinniodation,  remained  on  board  the  '  Beulah  *  in 
the  river,  till  the  master  of  the  vessel,  Captain  Le  Mnrquand, 
declared  that  he  really  couUl  not  afford  to  ftcd  them  any  longer. 
They  then  applied  to  King  Peppei  for  some  of  their  pay,  when 
his  Majesty  coolly  offered  them  two  yams  each,  saying  that  this 
was  all  he  could  do  fqr  them.   As  it  now  became  plam  that  the 
whole  thing  was  a  delusion,  these  persons  proceeded  to  shilt  for 
themselves,  in  the  best  way  they  could.   One  gentleman,  with 
his  wife,  found  a  home  with  Dr.  Ward,  agent  of  Messrs.  Per- 
cival  Brothers.   They  lived  three  months  with  this  gentleman, 
and  then  left  for  England  in  the  '  Star  of  the  Seas.'  Another 
gt  iiilt  ii.aii  asiii  litdy  went  home  per  '  (lolden  Asre,'  in  Xovember. 
The  medie.-d  ofFieer,  Dr.  Mt,»iro,  went  to  Fernando  Po,  in  search 
of  occupation;  and  the  rest  of  the  suite,  after  passing  some 
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wpfks  in  the  river,  subsisting  on  chariry,  have  DOW  returned  to 
Eu^l  iiul  by  the  mail  steamer  *  Athenian.*  ** 

This  Htrau^c  narratire  n^n  si  arn  ly  be  read  without  n  feeling 
of  siirjiriiif  at  the  bold  aiuhioity  of  tlie  sahlr  Monnr<'li  in  making' 
such  arran^nienls  for  bis  mud  •built  palace,  on  his  recent  visit 
to  England  ;  nor  less  so  at  the  simplicity  and  ignorance  of  the 
parties  cooocmed,  in  allowing  tbeojaclm  to  be  thus  dupedl, 
ODder  the  imprestum  that  tb«y  were  fccurintr  lucrative  situa- 
tions  ftt  aa  Afrieaii  eouit.  They  have  no  doubt  learned  a 
ieston  whieh  will  teach  then  to  eonsider  well  the  character  of 
their  next  engagement. 

Stieh  la  a  hrief  aketch  of  a  few  of  the  principal  trihea  of 
people  inhabiting  the  vanons  coontriea  of  Western  Africa, 
Qnlteii  under  different  Chiefe,  and  apeaking  different  dialeclt^ 
and  yet  possessing  many  phases  of  character  in  common  with 
each  other.  Many  niorr  illuslratiuii^  unght  have  becu  given, 
but  perhajjs  thes*-  are  9utfieient,  as  specimens  of  the  heterogeneous 
materials  of  which  tlie  p<ip!ilatiou,  us  a  whole,  is  conij)o>ed ; 
broken,  divided,  and  seuttered  n■^  it  hns  been  by  fn  cjiu  tit  wars 
and  dis^iisiotio.  \Vr  now  proceed  to  notice  tome  paiticuian 
of  interest  concerning  the  people  generalljf. 

We  may  first  offer  a  lew  remarks  r>  «t>ecting  the  kind  of 
gofemment  that  generally  pre  rails  in  Western  Afnea»  The 
people  are  in  a  barhtRHia  state,  it  is  true ;  but  they  are  not 
entirely  without  mk  and  law  of  aome  kind.  The  whole 
oountfy  being  diTided  into  a  number  of  independent  atates,  the 
gotemment  is  almost  intariably  of  the  moat  despotic  eharaeler. 
Hie  will  of  the  King  or  Chief  is  the  law  of  the  tribe ;  and  woe 
to  those  who  dare  to  thwart  or  oppose  his  sable  Majesty. 
But,  notwithstanding  the  absolute  despolisui  wlii(  h  universally 
prevaiU,  there  ar* forms  of  law  which  are  som*  time*  resorte^l  to. 

oidy  h«j  eneh  tribe  its  Chief,  but  enclj  town  ba»  its  Head* 
man  or  A  ha  II  It-,  who  is  empowered  lo  hear  i<nd  «r«ttle  rft*t^  of 
min*>r  r^?i«f*fj!inicc.  Kj<t"li  tow  n  ha*  also  its  hrmi4tMjj^^  or  **  tttlkiiig« 
plaee."  Ihi*.  i-*  n  pl.itfortTi  of  wattled  bnmboo-cnne,  rsiiMrd 
about  two  feel  high  from  the  ground,  and  is  generally  erected 
under  the  shade  of  an  umbrageous  tree  called  "  the  palarer  tree.'* 
Hers  the  men  of  the  town  meet  together  and  kmnge,  eapccially 
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in  the  evcnin«r,  to  tiilk  over  the  news  of  the  il;iy.  Here,  aUo, 
the  people  assemble  when  cases  of  difpnte  or  (li>a<;reement 
have  to  be  settled.  This  is  the  place  of  judgment,  nnd  answers 
the  purpoae  of  the  court-house,  or  "gate  of  tlie  city,'*  of 
eastern  countries,  as  it  existed  in  ancient  time*.  Tlie  CUieft  or 
Alcaide,  having  taken  his  seat,  attended  by  his  councillors,  the  ' 
caae  is  stated  in  all  ita  particalara,  witnesaea  are  cited,  and  evi« 
denoe  is  taken  in  due  form.  Then  the  pleadings  commence ;  when 
displays  of  native  oiatory  are  sometimes  made,  which  one  would 
hardly  expect  among  aueh  a  people,  practised  hands  being 
employed  on  eaeh  side  to  conduct  the  proceedings.  When  alt 
has  been  said  that  ean  be  said  upon  the  subject,  the  Chief  or 
Alcaide  presiding  gives  his  dictum,  and  states  in  n  few  words 
what  is  to  be  done.  If  the  case  nt  all  affects  the  interests  ol 
the  Chief,  it  may  l)C  foreseen  how  it  will  terminate  ;  or  he  may 
prevent  its  coming;  to  trial  in  any  form  ;  for,  with  a  word  of  liis 
mouth,  or  a  nod  of  his  head,  he  can  inllict  tlie  severest  punieih- 
mcnt  upon  those  who  have  incuiTed  his  displeasure,  even  to 
the  taking  away  life  itself.  Indeed,  human  life  is  very  ligiit'y 
esteemed  by  these  barbarians.  "  If  a  black  man  had  brought 
me  this  message,**  aaid  the  King  of  Ashanti  in  a  rage  to  the 
British  Ambassadors,  I  would  have  had  his  head  cut  off  before 
me."  The  people  aie  taught  to  regard  the  King  with  pro- 
found  and  superstitious  veneration ;  and  not  only  the  common « 
people,  but  even  the  Chiefs  and  Caboceers  prostrate  theroselrfs 
in  the  most  abject  manner  before  his  Majesty ;  and,  when  per- 
mitted to  do  80,  actually  crawl  into  his  presence  upon  their 
hands  and  feet,  throwing  handfuls  of  dust  upon  their  heads. 
The  people  often  show  a  spirit  of  devotion  truly  .^'p'"'^'^"'  '"'^ 
worthy  of  a  better  cause,  even  to  the  sncrifice  nf  life  itself. 
**  My  head  l)elonirs  to  the  King,  and  not  to  myself,"  said  one 
of  the  Dalioman  warriors  to  Mr.  Norris:  "if  he  please  to  send 
for  it,  I  am  ready  to  resign  it ;  or  if  it  be  shot  through  in 
battle,  I  am  satisfied,  since  it  is  in  his  service." 

Although  we  have  adverted  to  courts  of  law  and  judicial 
process,  as  practised  in  some  parts  of  Western  Africa,  it  must 
not  be  supposed  that  thera  exists  anything  of  this  kind 
analogous  to  what  we  have  in  England  and  other  civilized 
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eotintries.  It  it  bat  ▼eiy  ooeauonally  that  we  meet  mith 
anything  like  rattotial  invettigation  for  the  dboovery  of  guiH» 
with  a  view  to  meet  the  dalmt  of  justice.  Rreoune  ie  more 
frequeatly  had  to  witcheraft,  and  to  various  sii|ierstitious  rites 
and  oeremonies,  when  parties  ere  suspected  of  crimes.  The 
sickness  of  a  Chief  often  eanses  the  death  of  many  persons. 
It  is  asfribed  to  roajric,  and  n  professed  sorctTtr  is  siiinmoned 
to  find  out  tlif  rulpnl.  i  iiis  In'  dot's  by  in-^jxx'tmi:  iIk^  inside 
ol  a  n)yi»tic  fowl,  \s  iiich  li/is  lurn  kll!»Ml  and  si  lit  into  p  irts. 
]jhirkiie»2»  ur  bl^nli^b  alxiut  the  \^it.^'  is  ^  .pj  .!  to  dtaote 
Itf'irhprv  in  cInUIrt  n  or  kiii-»nu  ii  ;  in  flu-  i<acki»otif  it  convicta 
Uiuiltcr  and  <rnindnictther ;  in  tlie  iml  it  rtecu<^es  the  wives,  nnU 
in  tlie  thi|Eh»  the  coucuUines :  in  the  shanks  or  frrt  it  coudemos 
the  eommon  sUves.  \\  hen  a  class  has  tluis  been  fixed  open  as 
eriminalsy  its  members  nre  collected  by.  the  soroerer  or  witeh- 
doctor,  wlio,  after  larious  iocaotations,  throws  up  a  living  fuirl, 
drugged  for  the  occasion,  and  singlea  out  as  the  culprit  the 
peraon  on  whom  it  alights.  Confession  of  guilt  is  eitoried  by 
torture,  and  instant  death  is  the  punishment.  Men  are  spearad, 
dubbed,  beheaded,  or  have  thdr  beads  crushed;  and  women 
are  geneially  impaled.  If  the  Chief  be  long  in  recovering  or 
in  dying,  many  victims  are  thus  tacrificed,  as  the  custom  '*  is 
continued  till  tlie  crisis  nrrives.  I'ersons  sus|>fcted  of  adullen- 
arc  required  l<>  lirmk  poison  watt  r,  or  to  waik  wiih  barr  fret 
over  piutes  ot  rtd-bot  iron  ;  t-ithiT  of  which,  it  is  allejjt'd,  hiU 
pn^vc  Uannle^s  to  the  inn»#iviit,  wlni  t.  if  jiuilly.  ll»e  |mrtics 
wdl  be  de*"  rvedly  punislicd.  Minor  cn.ius,  as  p»"tly  thefts  and 
other  nd'wleiut  auour*,  are  tifticrnlly  puui>htrd  by  heavy  fiut-s 
imposed  on  per>on<<  p-  <ies»iiig  pn>perty,  or  the  lot*  of  pmooal 
liiK-riy,  if  tiw  culpiii  hiippi  us  to  be  poor.  To  drag  a  poor 
fellow  CfMtun*  into  perpctu:.!  »l«vcry,  is  ihc  most  common  modu 
of  deamnding  atuue;nriit  fur  transgression  in  Weatem  Africa, 
as  it  aifoRls  ihe  most  eeitain  mode  of  replenishing  the  oofltfrs 
of  the  de»pot« 

On  some  oeeasions«  however,  the  {)eople  ate  allowed  to  taki* 
the  bw  into  thiir  own  haodi*  This  ia  particubriy  the  case 
vkith  n^nl  in  nu  iii«tituti<m  which  we  found  in  pxistence  in 

the  native  tu«i;i  uu  the  banks  of  tiic  (iauibi;i  ^  auii  uhicU 
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appeiin  to  be  known  on  varions  parts  of  tiie  const.    It  is' 
termed  Mumbo  Jumbo,  and  is  caUed  into  operation  for  the 
]»ttrpo8e  of  euring  domestic  squabbles,  and  puniahinK  rebellions 
wives.   The  Negroes  who  are  in  circumstances  to  do  so,  being 
in  the  habit  of 'mnlHplyiiig  their  consorts,  are  not  unacquainted 
with  "family  jars;"  but  when  a  serious  breach  of  the  inaco 
has  takcu  place,  ami  the  master  of  the  house  has  failed  to  put 
matters    right    by    fricndiy    reuion-t ranee,   Munibo  Jumbo 
iutiTposes  his  authority.    This  i»  a  person  unknown,  with  a 
mask  on  his  face,  a  staff  in  his  hand,  and  rooed  in  a  sin^uhu- 
(iress,  made  of  the  bark  of  a  tree.    W  hen  he  is  seen  entering 
the  village  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  and  approaching  the 
hentang,  where  the  people  are  assembling  for  their  usual 
amusement,  great  is  the  curiosity  which  is  excited  as  to  the 
parties  who  may  have  occasioned  the  visit  of  the  mysterious 
personage*   There  are  many  palpitations  and  heart-searchings 
among  the  ladies,  whose  consciences  tell  them  that  they  have 
not  been  remarkably  loving,  mild,  or  pacific,  in  their  respective 
families.    At  length  Mumbo  Jumbo,  with  unerring  aim, 
seizes  upon  the  unfoctiutate  vixen  to  be  punished  for  her 
misconduct.     He  strips  her  naked,  ties  her  to  a  post,  and 
severely  beats  her  with  his  rod,  till  she  cries  for  mercv,  and 
promises  not  to  oU'end  again  ;  whiUt  the  bystanders  of  both 
sexes  look  on  with  dt  iis-jve  bursts  of  laughter,  and  shouts  of 
^avaije  joy.  forgetting  that  their  turn  to  be  punished  may  soon 
come.    Tiiis  Mumbo  Jumbo  may  be  the  husband  of  the 
iady  thus  chastised,  or  he  may  be  his  friend,  whose  services 
have  been  engaged  for  the  occasion.    Having  executed  hit 
office  in  perfect  disguise,  he  retires,  in  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
takes  off  his  dress,  and  hangs  It  up  in  a  tree  near  the  village, 
where  it  remains  suspended,  tn  Urrorm^  as  a  standing  warning 
to  nnmly  wives.   Some  of  the  African  ladies  think  there  ought 
to  be  institoted  a  Mumbo  Jumbo  for  naughty  husbands  as 
well  as  for  disobedient  wives  I 

The  sacred  ordinance  of  marriage,  as  instituted  by  the 
Almighty,  and  a>  acknowledged  in  civilized  and  Christian 
countries,  is  unknown  among  the  barbiirous  tribes  of  ^Vesteni 
Africa.    Both  Mohanimedaus  and  I'agaus,  so  fut  as  we  huve 
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observed,  are  remarkably  liooitioiis  in  tbeir  oooduci ;  and 
inciolga  their  Btmaual  pataioDs  without  re&lraint.  When  a 
young  Bian  deairea  to  take  to  luaiaaif  a  wi£B»  tba  fini  queatkm 
that  oocttra  to  hini  ta,—  Haahe  the  meaiia  of  paying  the  price  that 
the  paienta  of  the  damsel  on  wbon  he  haa  fixed  hia  eye  vUl 
expeet  or  demand  for  tbeir  daughter  f  Thia  having  been 
aettled,  and  a  preaeut  of  the  royatie  koh  nuta  preaented,  a 
bargain  is  omde  with  the  old  people,  irrespeetiTe  of  the  vieaa 
and  fei^linsrs  of  the  younjic  lady  on  the  subject ;  the  day  of  the 
wedding  is  t"i\<  (l,  tViiiids  are  invited,  and  a  feast  is  prcpartd. 
When  thf*  nusj/icious  J  ly  iirrivcs,  and  the  wedding  j^uiNt* 
art-  asiiciiibUMl,  about  suiisf  t  the  bride  is  iutro<luco4l,  (lri  >?rd 
in  a  white  robe  i  and,  havin;:^  taken  her  «eat  in  the  erniri:  of 
the  hut,  a  number  of  old  matrons  snrruund  her,  and  give  her 
earnest  and  serious  kctitica  as  to  her  future  behaviour  as  a 
wile.  In  the  fuean  time  a  number  of  young  girls  enter  the  hut 
singing  and  dancini:  ;  and  finally  eonduot  the  timid  bride  to 
the  but  appointed  for  ber  future  residence;  and  the  night  is 
apent  by  the  assembly  in  fcastiog,  drinking*  dramming,  and 
dancing,  without  any  legal  or  religiona  eeremony  whatever. 

Polygamy  ia  allowed  both  by  SCobaounedana  and  P^gana»aDd 
ia  generally  practised  by  all  the  naiivo  tribes  with  which  we  ara 
aoquainted.  The  Koran  doea  indeed  impose  aome  limitation 
to  the  number  of  a  man's  wives,  and  requires  that  they  shall 
notexeee<l  four.  Uui  ai  manv  profoi^llv  Mohannnrij.in  cuuiitrit  s 
the  {)ni,nj)l<  s  of  the  tulse  propht  I  have  sueh  a  >lrii«h  r  hold 
on  the  UirtJ"?**  >  i>l"  the  jn'^'ple,  tiiat  this  rule  i*  tr-tAlly  di^rt  Liaiiieil  ; 
whiUt  among  the  Tiii^mm  inlxs  no  re^tniint  whatever  is  irtv. io- 
nised, the  only  limit  to  the  uuniWr  of  a  man's  wives  Wing  hu 
means  to  purvha»e  them.  We  have  met  with  insunees  in 
which  native  Afrimns  have  had  ten«  twenty,  or  thirty  wirea, 
whdi't  Kings,  Chiefs,  and  Cnboceers  are  known  to  numl>er  thrm 
by  hundreds  and  thousands.  It  ia  aaid  thai  the  king  of 
Ashanti  rrjttiora  in  the  mystie  number  of  three  thousand  three 
bnaditd  and  thirty*thrve  wives  1 

In  the  present  barbarous  state  of  African  society,  it  ia  vnne- 
eessarr  for  the  kosluitid  to  calculate  the  meana  of  supporting 
lus  «ue  or  wi^es ;  for,  when  once  procured,  they  are  the  piin* 
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cipal  meaos  of  supportiog  bim  and  hh  children.  It  is  the 
wives  who  eii]ti?ate  the  groundt  aod  do  all  the  heavy  work  and 
drudg«!iy  about  the  place,  in  common  with  the  domestic  shives  s 
whiUt  their  hizy  lords  are  lounging  at  borne  in  their  huts  or  at 
the  bmUmg,  The  result  of  this  fmrful  system  may  be  readily 
imagined.  According  to  Major  Gray,  **  polygamy  is  the  fruit- 
ful source  of  jealousy  and  di^itrust  ;  it  contracts  liie  parental 
and  lilial  atfcctions ;  it  weakens  and  disjoints  tlie  ties  of 
kindred,  and  totally  unhinges  the  frame  of  bd.  iety.  The  father 
has  many  wives ;  the  wives  have  ujany  eiaidreu  ;  favouritism, 
iu  its  most  odious  forms,  sets  in  ;  jealousy  is  soon  aroused,  and 
revenge  unsheaths  the  sword  which  deals  forth  destruction." 

The  houses  or  huts  of  the  natives  are  generally  of  a  rude  and 
simple  character.  Where  the  bamboo  flourishes^  as  on  the 
banks  of  the  Gambia,  they  are  made  of  neat  cane  wattled  work» 
as  are  also  the  fences  which  enclose  the  yard  or  compound  of 
each  family.  In  other  pkces  they  are  built  of  mud,  which 
vapidly  dries  in  the  sun ;  and  when  due  care  is  taken  in  the 
construction,  a  substantial  dwelling  may  be  erected  in  this  way. 
In  some  places  the  clay  or  mad  is  mixed  with  grass,  and  forms 
a  strong  compact  wall  called  "  swish."  The  usual  form  of  the 
African  huts  is  circular  ur  becliivc-shaped  ;  and  bein«;  tiiatched 
Willi  long  grass,  tliey  appear  at  a  di?tiince  like  su  many  hay- 
ricks iu  a  farmyard.  It  is  not  unusual,  however,  to  find  ia 
some  towns,  as  iu  AUomi  and  Kumasi,  the  dwellings  of  the 
njore  opulent  natives  built  of  a  square  shape;  and,  whether 
constructed  of  mud  or  wood-work,  they  are.  iu  these  cases, 
substantiaily  built,  and  formed  with  neat  verandahs  or  open 
sitting-rooms  in  front ;  the  whole  being  finished  with  elaborate 
carved  work.  The  place  for  cooking  is  invariably  apart  from 
the  main  dwelling,  as  are  also  the  apartments  of  the  wives  \ 
hence;  when'  a  man  has  a  large  fiimily^  his  domestic  establish- 
meut  presents  the  appearance  of  n  small  village  within  an 
enetosura.  The  domestic  wants  of  the  Negroes,  in  a  climate 
which  admits  of  their  spending  most  of  their  time  ont  of  doors, 
are  few  and  simple:  consequently,  we  find  their  huts  not 
encumbered  with  much  fuinituie.  On  entering  the  rude  dwell- 
ing of  the  Alrican,  you  may  observe  ou  one  5idu  ui  liic 
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prineipii]  Apartment  a  narroir  platform  of  wattled  cane^work, 
covered  with  mata,  and  raised  abont  half  a  yard  from  tbe 
ground.  This  it  tbe  sleeping-place,  and  answers  the  purpose  of 
a  bedstead.  One  or  two  iron  or  earthenware  \>o\s,  in  wbieh 
the}'  cook  tlu  ir  food,  a  fen  wooden  bowls  and  cidtdwisibrs,  iu 
whioli  it  is  H,  rvt  (1  up,  ;unl  a  wooden  niortnr  nnd  pe>tle,  with 
whirl)  ih(  \  jwHiiwI  llic  (Ntni  in  inijkitiij  rus-rus.  with  a  laiuj),  ;iiul 
$ofri(  tini(  <  H  copper  ketllr,  «(inv|>lele  lUc  iiat  of  houseUoid 
Ulru^us*  mpiired  !)V  thi"»  sinijiie  |>euple. 

Having  adverted  to  the  domestic  arrauE^emcnts  of  the  Negro 
race,  this  may  l>e  the  proper  place  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
tlieir  mode  of  lirin;;.  In  ever}'  part  of  Western  Africa  with 
which  we  are  acquainted,  the  natives  are  in  the  habit  of  taking 
only  two  meals  a  day,  the  one  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  mom- 
ing,  and  the  other  about  six  oVlock  in  the  evening.  These 
generally  consist,  with  but  little  variation,  of  manioc^  yams*  sweet 
potatoes,  and  otlier  roots,  pounded  com,  called  eus^rus,  and 
boiled  rice,  served  up  with  milk,  or  with  soup,  together  with 
fish,  flesh,  or  fowl,  according  to  their  means,  taste,  or  fancy. 
Tlie  whole  mes?,  when  eookrd,  is  poured  into  a  lars«  calabash 
or  wooden  b<ml,  ulni  li  is  phutii  ',u  tht  ct  litre  (•!  the  hut, 
around  whieh  thr  whole  family  n«i'eiuMe«>  to  eat :  Ur-i  tli«  lurds, 
and  ihvj)  the  Intlies  nnd  the  elnldren  ;  f'lr  an  AtViean  lu  ver  eats 
with  hm  iiives  or  little  ones.  It  is  a  novel  si<^ht  to  a 
Kurojx  nn,  this  domestic  n»enl  of  the  Nej;ro  at  his  own  home, 
especially  w  hen  the  family  is  larf^e,  at  they  make  use  of  their 
hands  otiiv,  whether  the  contents  of  the  wooden  liowl  be  solid 
or  liquid ;  knives,  forks^  and  spoons  being  out  of  question. 
We  have  sometimes  been  rather  perplexed,  when  travelling  far 
from  the  abodes  of  eiviliiation,  to  conform  to  this  primitive 
mode  of  sat^s^ing  the  cravings  of  nJture.  It  ia  a  remarkable 
rireumstanoe  that  we  never  saw  bread  of  any  kind  made  or  used 
in  the  interior  of  Western  Africa. 

Tn  personal  appearance  the  natives  ar^  p^ncralK  far  superior 
to  what  m.ir.y  would  supj>ose.  In  vmie  of  tlie  trilw^s,  we  have 
found  the  u  en  !;ill  imd  alhirtic,  nuti  the  W(unen  utll  lUiUieti 
and  ?.HMl-kH>kin»; ;  and  wiit  tliiT  of  jet  blnck  or  bronie  com- 
pkjuuu,  llicir  skuM  arc  suiooth  and  thiuin^;,  being  frtqucuiiy 
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•nomted  with  pnlm  oil.  The  dress  of  tliose  who  do  dress  is 
very  simple,  and  differs  liltlc  throa«rhout  the  country  ;  fashions 
and  modes,  ns  |irnrtisL'(l  bv  civil iz.'d  notions,  h»'ini^  entirely 
unknovvii.  The  nioat  corniiion  garb  consists  ot  two  oblong 
cloths  of  native  manufacture,  calli'd  **  pnn;^'?,"  one  of  which  is 
thrown  round  ilit-  lower,  and  the  other  over  the  upper,  part  of 
the  person.  The  men,  howj  ver,  sometimes  wear  wide  panta* 
loons,  and  a  loose  robe  rrnclung  down  to  the  feet,  over  their 
under  garments,  and  a  turbaa  or  cotton  cap  on  the  head. 
Ladies  of  rank,  when  in  full  dress,  uppcar  with  splendid  head- 
dmses,  of  a  conical  form,  resembling  the  shape  of  a  sugar  loaf; 
and  are  frequently  laden  with  ornaments  of  gold  and  silver  in 
the  form  of  roassire  ear*ring8,  bracelets,  manillas,  or  heary 
metallic  rings  round  the  wrists  and  ancles,  with  a  profusion  of 
beads  of  various  kinds  aud  colours.  Their  favourite  domestic 
slaves,  however  scanty  their  clothing,  ere  also  freqnently 
adorned  with  ornaments  of  gold,  the  whole  of  whieh,  ns  well  as 
the  wearers,  belonir  to  their  ownei-s.  All  classes,  except  slaves, 
wear  sandals  of  stniued  leather,  beautifully  oinauienletl,  instead 
of  shoes.  But,  although  we  have  tlms  described  the  usual 
dress  of  those  wlio  do  dress,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
children  of  both  sexes  may  be  everywhere  seen  ruuniug  about 
entirely  destitute  of  clothing ;  and  that  adults,  free  persons  as 
well  as  slavea,  wear  next  to  nothing  when  pursuing  their  daily 
avocations.  There  has  l^een  an  improvement  in  this  respect  of 
late  years,  both  in  the  £uropenn  settlements  and  on  the  Mission 
stations.  The  native  females  at  the  Gambia  were  highly 
amused  when  th^  first  saw  the  Missionary's  wife  cutting  out 
dresses,  and  instructing  the  Negro  girls  how  to  make  garments. 
They  laughed  heartily ;  declaring  English  ladies  to  be  the  most 
foolish  people  in  the  world  for  "  cutting  the  elotli  into  little 
pieces,  and  then  taking  the  trouble  to  t>cw  them  togetlier 
again  !  ** 

The  people  of  Africa  have  everywhere  a  stroui;  ])assion  for 
trade  and  commerce  ;  and  a  p(;r!>ou  has  no  so(jner  the  means  at 
his  command,  than  he  enij;a;;ti8  in  some  kind  of  traliic  with 
characteristic  earnestness,  according  to  his  opportunity.  This 
propensity  is  mauifested  by  ail  classes,  from  the  King  to  the 
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meanett  tUiTe ;  und  fain  aod  mtrkeCs  have  been  estiibliabed  in 
Tariotis  paita  of  the  oountry,  where  thousands  of  people  attend 
to  inteidbHiQge  property,  their  trade  being  invariabljr  oooduetcd 
oil  the  principle  of  barter.  Money  eotn  ia  anknovn  among  the 
nattvea  of  the  interior.  Thai  vhieb  approaehea  neaieai  to  il» 
aa  a  circiilating  nodiam,  ia  cowrie  ahdla.  Theae  are  atning 
together  in  huudreda  in  aone  diatricta.  and  then  thtry  ase  eaailj 
counted ;  but  in  other  pUcea  they  are  put  up  in  bagt  contain* 
ing  2n,000  each,  which  have  all  to  be  reckoned  off  parntcly, 
whicli  iv  a  \  t  r\  tfilious  pruci'S;..  Some  iilt-a  of  the  cumbrous 
anil  iiu  t.uv*  uit  at  cliiir;i(  l'  r  of  this  kiud  of  curreriev  mm  be 
formed,  whrti  ii  ^titttd  llial  !»o  Bmul!  ia  tlie  nomiual  value  of 
the  cow  rii-  that  00  of  tliem  to  a  pcnuy,  nud  liJ.OuO  to  a 
pouitil  sterhii}^.  At  lOU.OOO  are  reckoned  a  load  for  a  camel, 
twelve  camels  would  be  required  to  carry  J^iUO  in  cowries; 
whiUt  £2,  ia  thia  combroua  African  currency,  fonn  an  ampki 
burdea  for  a  man  to  earry  on  hia  head.  Alihougli  oowrict  are 
the  BMMt  common  kind  oif  currency  in  Weaiem  Afnoa»  and  will 
geaeinlly  aerve  the  porpoee  of  the  traveller,  when  he  can 
proaiie  them,  thia  ia  not  alwaya  the  eaae.  In  aome  diitrida 
bniB  of  iron,  buodlea  of  native  cloth,  or  ahirta^  are  rrcogntird  aa 
the  amaller  currency,  ai  d  abvca  or  gold  aa  the  larger ;  and 
without  theae  artidea  nothing  that  ia  required  can  he  pracufcd. 

Rude  and  barbarous  as  the  native  Africans  are  in  many 
rt'?'|K'et>,  the)  lave  mmlv  n  dtgrce  of  progress  in  some  bnun  Ih  h 
of  mautjfarttire  \>hu  h  i»  quite  *urjjri<*iii^,  c«m««nK  rin^'  thtir 
!»ltH(Ur  roounvH.  lu  itliiio>t  ewry  |mrl  uf  ttu-  cuntry,  the 
propk*  are  iti  iIk  hahit  uf  wtaMn^  a  ro^irse  liut  strung  txitton 
duth.  It  is  made  in  xtry  narrow  webs  of  <il>out  six  or  eight 
inehea  wide,  which  are  sewed  together,  so  as  to  form  the  oblong 
garments  called  panga,"  already  mentioned.  The  ctAlon  used  in 
4hia  fiibrieatiott  ia  grown  on  the  spot,  and  ia  apoa  into  threads  for 
warp  and  welt  with  the  fingera,  withott  any  maehineiy ;  whilat 
the  loom  for  wvaiing  ia  of  a  mdo  and  aimple  eonatraetion. 
The  art  of  d}cii^  ia  abo  gcncfaUy  known.  IMflcrent  eoloora 
are  need  to  omameol  th«r  gprmenta;  but  the  moat  eommon  ia  a 
permanent  blue  obtained  from  indigo,  which  ia  an  indigenona 
plant  on  the  bcuAs  of  the  Gambia,  and  in  other  plaoea.  la 
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esTtlieiiware*  tbey  masufaGtiire  coarse  dishes,  pots,  and  jars; 
some  of  whidk  are  omameated  with  various  devices,  as  are  also 
the  calabashes  which  thcgr  prepare  aad  use  for  various  domestic 
purposes.  Hats  used  for  sitting  and  sleeping  on  are  also 
staple  artidea  of  manufacture  in  many  parts  of  Western 
Africa ;  whilst  the  art  of  lanniiig  and  workinji^  in  lentlier  is  gene- 
rally practised  :  some  of  tlie  articles  tluis  inadt^,  as  sniulala, 
greegret's,  pouclRs,  ice,  aic  someliiiies  heautilully  oniaiiieiited. 
But  the  best  speciiucus  of  native  art  whicb  we  liavc  seen,  are  those 
wiiich  exist  in  different  kintls  of  metal.  Iron,  copper,  and  j^old 
are  found  in  various  parts  of  the  coudtry.  These  the  natives 
smelt,  and  work  up  into  a  variety  of  articles  with  wonderful 
ingenuity,  with  tools  of  the  rudest  description.  The  gold 
rinjrs,  chains,  and  hraccli  ts,  which  we  have  seen  manufactured 
in  Western  Africa,  might,  in  some  instances,  have  been  taken 
for  the  work  of  English  goldsmiths',  so  delicate  were  both  the 
designs  and  the  workmanship. 

We  would  now  caU  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the  moral 
and  reUgiouB  condition  of  the  numerous  tribes  inhabiting 
Western  Africa.  And  here  a  dark  and  gloomy  picture  presents 
itself  to  our  view ;  for  what  can  we  expect  in  a  land  where  the 
Christian*s  Bible,  and  Sabbath,  and  Saviour,  are  unknown? 
Truly  "  dai  kiiess  covers  the  earth,  and  gross  durkuesii  the 
minds  of  the  people.**  ' 

The  entire  population  of  Western  Africa  was  no  doubt  pagan 
at  no  very  remote  period  ;  but  in  modern  times  the  reliy;ion  of 
the  false  prophet  has  extensively  prevailed,  having  been  zealously 
propagated  with  fire  and  sword  by  the  northern  tribes  of  Arab 
descent.  But  there  is  not  so  much  difference  between  the 
Mohammedanism  and  the  Paganism  of  the  Negroes  as  many  sup* 
pose.  The  distinction  is  rather  nominal  than  real,  so  far  as  the 
moral  conduct  of  the  people  is  concerned.  All  profess  to  believe 
in  the  existence  of  God,  if  a  very  confused  notion  of  a  higlunr 
power  may  be  so  designated ;  but  all  are  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  diaracter  of  the  Divine  Being,  and  eiceedingly  superstitiona. 
This  is  evident  from  the  earnestness  with  which  th^y  resort  to 
their  ^rot'«i:rL'es>  and  fetish,  in  tinics  ofdiflictdty  and  danj^er,  atul 
the  coutidence  which  they  place  in  their  uiiiiity  lu  prueuiu  iui* 
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them  ererr  good  wUcli  they  require,  and  to  defend  tbem  tgaioit 
eveiy  kind  of  eril.  The  followers  of  the  false  prophet  m  gene> 
rally  fataliats. 

Oreegree^  or  toph  ie,  it  tbe  name  given  by  Mohammedans  to  the 

charms  or  amulets  which  they  wear  upon  their  persons,  and  sua- 
pfiul  ill  th(  ir  (l\v»  !lin$f8.  They  generally  consist  of  a  few  «^en- 
tfnc{'s  ill  Arabic,  txtrartrd  from  the  Koran,  written  on  *!ips  of 
j':ip<T  by  the  IVicst,  or  \femb!>o,  carric?  on  n  jirofitablo 
tnidc  in  (his  branch  of  his  prf»ft  *-.ion  ;  a  liii;li  |>ru**'  l>eiTt;*^  fre- 
quently paid  for  one  ot  tlu  in.  When  th< y  arc  to  be  worn  on 
the  person  as  ornamtMiis,  these  scraps  of  writinjr  nre  encli^ed  in 
small  pieces  of  red  cloth,  or  leather,  neatly  stitched  up.  and 
stained  in  vanoi>«  colours,  with  thongs  attached,  with  which  to 
suspend  them  from  the  neck,  or  bind  them  to  the  arms.  One 
of  these  grergrees  will  be  worn  to  preserre  tbo  perM»n  from 
being  pierced  with  a  spear  or  mnsket*ball  in  battle ;  another,  to 
prevent  dronning,  by  the  upsetting  of  the  canoe ;  whilst  a  tbiid 
will  be  suspended  open,  as  an  inseription,  in  the  hut  or  store,  to 
secure  prosperity  in  trade,  fcc.  So  numerous  are  the  purposes 
for  which  these  foolish  charms  are  used,  that  we  have  frequently 
seen  the  superstitious  natives  almost  covered  with  them  from 
head  to  foot  :  and  we  have  m  itTir>M'(l  some  ntfict in?  instances 
of  tht' uupliiil  i-uiiri<li  iiiv  wfiirli  i*  pl;iced  in  thetn  <mi  i-^ccii^ions 
of  emergency.  To  sliow  that  tin-  M  >hain;i>» 'Ijui  Ni  ;irr  not 
very  particular  as  to  the  construction  of  their  amulels.aud  to  prove 
tiie  superstitious  re<;ard  which  they  pay  to  any  thing  beloniciog  to 
white  men,  it  may  be  stated  that,  on  one  occasion,  on  a  gieegieo 
being  eat  open,  it  was  found  to  contain  nothing  more  than  a 
square  of  white  iuan*s  soap,  w  ith  tbo  mark,  dear  and  legible, 
"  Genuine  Brown  Windsor  I " 

The  little  incident  just  mentionrd  may  serve  to  show  the 
tntimaie  relationship  which  exists  between  the  greegice  and  the 
fetiih,  in  the  oonfbsed  and  ignorant  mind  of  the  degraded 
Vegio.  Whilst  the  gr«  vgreo  of  the  Mobammodan  oonsista  of  a 
written  ebarm,  as  alrnuly  slated,  thefctisb  of  the  Pkgan  is  made 
of  almost  any  thinj;  ccmsecrated  by  the  Priest  for  the  ]»uq>osc ; 
the  stranjriT  tlir  inaiit  r  miplovi  d.  ihr  ^'n  ater  eontidrnce  np|>ears 
to  be  jdactii  in  ML    Tbc  luukt  pomuiun  anicies  used  ui  the  con* 
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struction  of  fetishes,  to  be  worn  on  the  person,  or  hun^  up  in 
the  house,  are  the  heads,  claws,  and  bones  of  various  kinds  of 
birds,  animals,  or  st^rpents.  These  are  enclosed  ia  the  horna  of 
8heep,  deer,  or  other  aiiimnl«5,  or  enc4is&d  iu  cloth  or  leather, 
and  suspended  by  thongs,  like  the  Mussulmnn's  ^ree^^rep.  We 
have  known  instances  in  which  the  Negroes  have  obtained  a 
Icck  of  a  white  man's  hair,  or  the  parings  of  bis  iinger-nails,  for 
the  pturpoae  of  fetbh,  having  a  high  opinion  of  their  power  to 
preserve  them  from  eviL 

In  adcHtion  to  the  superstitious  confidence  whi eh  the  degraded 
African  exercises  in  these  foolish  things,  he  is  in  the  habit  of 
noting  lucky  and  nnhicky  days,  and  of  performing  numerous 
silly  rites  and  ceremonies,  on  going  to  war,  or  on  commencing  n 
journey,  which  partake  of  the  nature  of  witchcraft.  When 
questioned  on  the  sul^ject,  we  have  Qe?er  known  them  give  any 
reason  for  their  strange  conduct,  beyond  that  which  they  have 
ahvavb  at  h.uid,  and  which  they  make  use  of  on  almost  every 
occasion  ;  namely,  they  do  so  "  because  their  forefathers  did  so, 
and  tlieyarequitcsnlished  totn^ad  in  tlie  steps  of  their  toivtathers." 

Some  ot' the  superstitious  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Neixro 
r  u  t-  partake  luore  of  tiie  nature  of  open  idolatry,  tliau  any  of 
those  which  have  yet  been  lueniioned.  For  instance,  they  pay 
bomesfe  to  certain  lakes,  rivers,  and  mountains,  which  they 
regard  as  sacred,  believing  them  to  be  the  abode  of  their  gods. 
They  also  adore  various  animals  and  reptiles,  which  they  oon- 
Btder  to  be  inspired  by  spiritual  beings.  At  Dix  Cove  a  large 
crocodile  constantly  receives  Divine  hononrs*  It  is  kept  in  a 
large  pond,  near  the  fort ;  and  any  person  going  on  shore  at 
that  place  may  have  a  sight  of  it,  at  the  expense  of  a  white  fowl 
and  n  bottle  of  rum.  The  fetish-man  takes  the  fowl  and  the 
spirits,  and,  proceeding  to  the  pond,  makes  a  peculiar  whistlini; 
noise  with  his  moutli ;  ou  which  the  crocodile  comes  forth  and 
receives  the  fowl  as  his  share  of  the  pres<:ut,  whilst  the  priest 
appropriates  the  liquor  to  hinib(  If.  Some  yenrs  ago,  Mr.  Hutch- 
inson nnd  Captain  Leaven?  were  exposed  to  considerable  risk, 
on  paying  a  visit  to  this  place ;  for,  the  fowl  having  escaped 
from  the  fetish-man  into  the  bush,  the  crocodile  made  towards 
them,  aud  pressed  them  so  closely  that,  had  not  a  dog  croesed 
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their  pitli,  of  which  the  animiil  made  hit  fepest,  one  of  them 
woold  most  prohablv  liave  Mien  a  victim  to  his  rapacity. 
But  not  only  does  mutton,  ani^nnte  and  inanimate,  fbrnith 

olgects  of  adorntion  to  this  <l(  lu<lrd  people  ;  they  have  also 
recourse  to  nrtirtfin!  devices,  in  ihe  form  of  rinlrly  carved  i«n«stM, 
clumps  of  i»tuiie;»,  bujtdlcs  of  f^tick-*,  and  other  l}iln:r''  efpnlly 
altsurd.  \\\  mr\ny  plnrr^  llie  pwple  avowedly  ^%(trship  the 
devil  himself,  di'r!;<rinii  that  iiothinsj  cnn  hnrm  them  but  Sntnu, 
aod  that  if  they  cultivate  friendship  with  him  all  will  be  well. 

In  oommon  with  manj  other  heathen  natiooa,  the  Afncana 
offer  tacrifioet  to  their  deities.  Fowls,  oten,  »heep,  goats,  and 
dofps,  are  sUiin  for  this  purpose ;  as  the  deluded  natives  ane 
strongly  iropmaed  with  the  idea  that  their  gods  ddight  in 
blood*  But  the  most  awful  drcamstanee  whieh  has  coma  under 
our  notice,  in  eonneiion  with  African  supersttttons,  la  that  of 
the  offering  human  aacriftees;  which  prevails  to  an  alarming 
extent,  especially  in  the  kingdoms  of  Ashanti  and  Dahomi.  If 
a  King  or  a  nobleman  wishes  to  convey  a  message  to  a  departed 
friend  in  the  world  of  spirit*,  he  whi«j«»rs  the  message  in  the 
ears  of  a  slave,  imd  innnedialelv  ha*  hi?  head  struck  off.  And 
at  the  death  of  per^nn!^  of  diilinctiotj  hundrriU  and  thou*v:u\iU 
of  haple5<  human  tu  iri^«  are  rnjt*lly  *lau;:litered.  that  th«-ir  fepiritn 
may,  in  tin-  un«*ren  world,  atteiid  iipon  that  of  the  di^tin'nt"'hed 
[K-rsoii  titceased,  in  honour  of  whom  they  arc  slaio.  t  H\  the 
death  of  tb«  King  of  Dahomi.  a  few  years  ago,  two  hundred  and 
eighty  of  his  wives  fell  victims  to  the  sangnioary  superstitions 
of  th«  countiy ;  and  still  larger  nombera  have  f«llea  in  Ashanti 
on  smular  oocasioos* 

This  dark  account  of  the  African  cnielties  and  snperstittona 
may  be  appropriately  closed  by  a  brief  extinct  from  the  most 
recent  mimioQar\  commnnicatlotts  whieh  hav«  reached  this 
country.  The  Bev»  A.  Bnshnell  says:  ''Alter  visiting  ihe 
principal  Chiefs,  I  went  to  see  several  of  their  jttyn,  or  *  devil* 
houses.'  The  pniiripal  one  is  a  rude,  thntch-ro<jfed  etlifice; 
ujwu  entering  the  door  of  which.  1  wiw  ^nniiiii^t  nt  me  four  or 
live  hutidrtU  human  skulls,  witij  wiiirh  ihi-  |iill:.r''  ;oi(!  w:i',l>  vxerc 
lined  ;  r»nd,  n*  I  rTu??'<d  llit  rtruUi.l  i.]i->ii  :\  paM  ti;iiit  of 

buniao  ^ulk.   The  sight  wns  Ibc  moml  gha»ti}  and  Uarrui  1 
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ever  teen.  Ab,  Vith  trepidation,  I  retreated  from  this 
habitation  of  devib,  my  attention  was  called  to  a  scaffold  eight 
or  ten  feet  bi«rh,  in  the  yard  near  the  door,  on  which  were  a 
large  quantity  of  human  bones,  some  of  which  seemed  fresh  and 

new.  Upon  inquiry,  I  learned  that  these  were  the  bones  of 
enemies  taken  or  kilkil  in  war,  or  for  witchcraft;  aiul  some  of 
the  flesh  had  been  enten,  and  the  blood  drunk,  in  horrid  fetish 
orgies.  To  this  temple  the  sick  are  brought  to  sleep,  and  to 
have  incantai  I!  113  performed  over  them.  From  this  chnrupl- 
house  1  went  to  call  upon  Juju  Jack,  *  tlie  arch-priest,'  or  '  chief 
devil-man.'  I  found  him  sitting  in  the  porch  of  his  dwelling, 
with  emblems  of  his  craft  on  either  side.  He  conducted  me 
through  a  room  in  which  were  skulls  and  fetishes,  and  through 
8  dark  passage,  into  a  back  apartment,  where  I  was  furnished 
with  a  chair,  and  offered  palm  wine*  He  is  a  fiendish- 
looking  elderly  man,  and  seems  capable  of  any  work  of  cruelty 
and  blood." 

From'  the  statements  whieh  we  hare  now  made  with  reference 
to  the  moral  degradation  in  which  the  Mohammedan  and  pni^an 
tribes  of  Western  Africa  arc  involved,  the  reader  is  no  doubt 
satisfied  that  a  country  where  such  scenes  are  witnessed  as  those 
which  u  e  have  described,  may  with  propriety  be  called  a  "  land 
of  darkness."  Eut  we  have  still  a  d.irker  shade  to  give  to  the 
picture.  To  the  long  list  of  abominations  })ractised  by  the 
people,  as  wars,  slavery,  superstition,  idolatry,  human  sacrifices, 
and  devil-worship,  we  must  now  add  the  awful  crime  of  canoi- 
bnlism.  We  were  long  since  aware  that,  in  the  furious  and 
fiendish  triumphs  of  the  battle-field,  the  Ashanli  warriors  and 
other  native  soldiers  were  in  the  habit  of  drinking  the  blood 
and  eating  the  hearts  of  their  vanquished  enemies,  from  a  super- 
stitious notion  that  they  would,  by  doing  so,  imbibe  the  courage 
and  warlike  spirit  of  those  whom  they  had  slain ;  but  we  were 
not,  till  recently,  prepared  to  admit  that,  in  any  part  of  the  vast 
continent,  Africans  oonld  be  found  who  would  deliberately  slay 
and  devour  each  other.  But  from  well-authenticated  accounts 
which  h;tv<'  lately  come  to  li;iiul,  it  appears  to  be  even  so. 

For  iearlul  lilustrations  of  African  caniiil);ili?!n,  we  miirht 
refer  the  reader  to  the  Travels  of  Du  Chaillu,  and  otiier  pub- 
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lications ;  but  the  most  recent  infonnntion  which  we  have 
Teoeived  on  the  mbjeet,  is  that  brought  by  the  *'  Arineinnn/* 
mail  •teamer,  wbbh  arriveii  al  Liverpool  oa  ibe  ISth  of  March. 
IS68.  When  thai  veaset  was  in  the  Bon^jr  River,  on  the  19th 
of  Jannaij,  a  report  was  drcnlated  that  a  cannibal  feast  waa 
about  to  be  made  in  the  town ;  but  no  one  gave  credit  to  tho 
nimotir.  A  party  went  on  shore,  however,  on  the  1st  of  Feb* 
rtiary,  and  were  horrified  to  see,  when  walking  through  tho 
place,  no  less  than  five  human  heads,  arrauj^ed  in  the  most  sys- 
t(  ni.itic  ovdtr  on  the  grass,  with  a  fire  close  to,  and  a  larpe  pot 
rcatU  tor  cHukiitir.  At  .mother  spot  close  by,  arms,  1«*JC9, 
8lC.,  iu  <<uir&4-  «if'  Ix  iii^'  j>rppin**l  for  the  pit  ;  wh\U-  mi  oM  black 
wnninn  f  il  in  >I:rui:4  'ip  human  iivcr  lur  the  "  >ir\v !  ** 
But  we  t  ill  t  turn  away  from  the  sickeninir  sigiit,  eontessiuj;, 
with  fi^'lin^s  of  shame  for  poor  degraded  huuian  nature,  that 
"  the  dark  places  of  the  earth  are  **  stiil**  full  of  the  habitations  of 
cruelly , "  nnd  with  an  earnest  prayer  thai  the  light  of  the 
glorious  (lOf  pel  of  Christ  may  soon  shine  on  eveiy  portbn  of 
that  benighted  oountiy  1 
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It  may  be  tmlj  said  of  Wr»t<*m  Afilc^  that  it  is  a  land  of 
slave* ;  and  no  one  acquainted  with  the  state  of  society  in  that 

unhappy  cmintrr  «ill  fori  moment  doiibl  the  troth  of  this 
irllin^j  th-^  l.irnliou.    On  this  painful  ••ubj^el  «e  havi-  n-ct  ix  d 
uur  OAii  iuipruiAioui  fiviu  pcr^uuai  obMivaiiuu*  ou  the  spot; 
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but  it  appears  desirabla,  on  this  occaaion,  to  advert  to  the 

testimonv  of  others,  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  wit- 
nesses  every  word  niav  be  verified.  Every  traveller  who  has 
visited  the  coast,  or  passed  through  the  interior,  tesUlic-.  to  the 
general  prevalence  of  slavery.  When  he  appeared  before  the 
West  African  Comiuittee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  Colonel 
T^icholls  said,  "  I  know  no  other  characters  in  Africa  tlinn 
raaster  and  slave."  And  Mr.  M'Queen,  on  a  similar  occasion, 
aaidy  "  Slavery  and  the  slave  trade  form  the  general  law  of 
Africa.  These  two  evils  reign  acknowledged,  sanctioned,  known, 
recognised,  and  submitted  to,  by  her  population  of  every  rank 
and  degree,  thronghoiit  all  her  eitend^  borders."  According 
to  the  computation  of  Park,  three-fourths  of  tlie  entire  popula- 
tion are  in  a  state  of  bondage.  In  his  first  journey  to  Kanu» 
Captain  Clapperton,  estimating  its  inhabitants  at  40,000, 
records  bis  opinion  that  at  least  one-half  of  the  population  were 
slaves.  At  a  subsequent  visit  to  the  same  place,  however, 
he  ascertained  that  his  first  impression  had  been  too  favourable ; 
for  he  was  now  informed  that  there  were  no  fewer  than  thirty 

• 

shives  for  every  free  man.  The  same  iravellcr  ineidentally 
nientions  a  villajre  in  the  neij;hbourliood  of  iSakalu,  where  only 
one  in  seventy  of  the  inhabitants  wa?  free.  As  illnstralive  of 
»  the  number  of  slaves,  and  the  manner  in  which  t  lit^y  were  some- 
times employed,  Major  Denbam  states  that  the  Sultan  of  Bomu 
had,  at  one  time,  in  bis  service  thirty  thousand  armed  slaves  as 
native  soldiers. 

The  testimonies  here  g^ven  of  the  prevalence  of  slavery  in 
Western  Africa  have  a  reference  c*lii«;fly,  if  not  exclusively,  to 
Mohammedan  states*  Now,  when  we  remember  the  fact  that, 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  Koran,  a  Moslem  may  enslave  a 
Kaffir  or  unbeliever,  but  cannot  hold  in  bondage  one  of  his  own 
faith,  we  are  led  to  infer  that  in  those  districts  which  are  purely 
Paj^an,  slavery  is  still  more  predominant.  This  inference  is 
fully  borne  out  l)v  a  careful  examination  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 
According  to  Clapperton,  the  whole  population  of  Yariba  may 
be  considered  in  a  state  of  slavery,  either  to  the  Kin^  or  his 
Caboceers.  And  it  is  said  Hint  in  Ashanti,  Fanti,  and  Oahomi, 
in  addition  to  ths  large  numbers  kept  in  bondage  by  the 
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mpaetive  Kings,  each  Cabooeer  or  noblemia  poMCsaea  iboosaiuis 
of  tUvea,  whilal  ibo  inferior  Cluefi  and  Captatna  own  a  propor- 
tionate number.   It  ia  therefore  highly  probable  that  the  csti* 

mate  of  Park  u  much  too  low,  if  applied  to  Western  Africa  as  a 
whole;  and  that  tln-re  are  consiiicri^blv  niore  than  thret->tourlht» 
of  the  entire  jM)j)ulatit»n  in  a  state  of  iKin.in^e. 

Let  Ml  now  ^\nnce  at  tli«»  meain  l»y  wliirh  thiP  picfuntir  evil 
is  sjiistttinrt),  or  thr  sourn  '*  from  which  the  slaves  nn*  >ui»plird. 
A«!  sbvery  is  everywhere  htrrdiuirj%  all  children  Iwm  in  this 
state  are  cbomed  to  a  life  of  perpetnal  bondage.  Bat  there  aro 
other  sources  from  which  the  supply  ^ept  up,  which  are 
desenring  of  notice.  The  principal  of  these  ara  war,  famine, 
insolfenc^,  and  erinie. 

When  the  nations  or  tribes  of  Western  Afriei  go  to  war  with 
eaeh  other,  even  on  political  grounds,  the  victon  invariably 
reduce  the  van<|ujshed  to  a  atale  of  alavei^,  even  if  they  have 
been  free  before.  This  practice  has  prevailed  in  other  lands ; 
but  in  Afriea  we  havr  the  fearful  spectacle  exhibited  to  onr  view 
of  wars  wajjed  for  the  nrowed  purpose  of  8ap])l  \  ic,:  the  demand 
for  slaves  ereatrd  hv  a  foriisrn  slave  tnide.  tti  the  truoriuuki^  of 

■ 

wiu'  h  "0  slnil  h»V(P  orcasioa  to  rtlVr  iKTi  iitrr. 

rcopii.'  pn  v:<ui-!v  in  n  *lat*»  of  fn^t-dnrn  nrr  ^utikeliiii  reduced 
to  »Iavf*n  !tv  I'.iiiiine.    lit  a  it>tM)t;v  whrw  tlicsoil  is  remarkably 

•       •  • 

ferfil  ',  iiiul  the  liecesji.'n  ii-9  of  litr  arv  protiured  uithllltit-  l.-^hntir, 
it  may  appear  stnm^e  to  some  thai  famine  should  ever  be 
kuown.  It  mu»t  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  seasoits 
favourable  far  ruttixiiticm  an^  sometimt*s  verv  irrf  _ fr,  and  the 
people  art  proverbial  for  the'ir  improvidenee  and  recklessness  as 
to  the  future;  con<r<)uently,  when  the  crop  has  failed,  the  * 
nativca  are  reduced  to  prrat  stimits,  and  are  tndneed  to  adl 
their  childim  as  sbves  for  food  to  eai.  Vnk  givea  an  afleotinr 
insiaiice  of  this  kind,  which  eane  under  his  own  notiee  alter  he 
had  left  the  Gambia,  lie  aaya,  *'The  aeareity  of  proviaions 
WIS  frit  at  this  time  most  severely  by  the  poor  people,  as  the 
fckllowinu  circum«»tanoe  nmsl  painfully  conviuot-d  me.  KvtT>- 
e»»nu*«^  diirin*;  mv  •tav,  1  ob^-ervid  or  womcu  cuui'-  tj 
tlw:  mtt*tM'»  hoii-i\  atjd  reci'i\r  r.idi  uf  Ui-  iii  .i  quantity  of  tviru. 
As  I  kuew  haw  \<uuai  itt  this  ailkk  was  at  this  juuciure,  I 
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inquired  of  the  imntM  whether  he  maintained  these  poor  women 

from  pure  bounty,  or  expected  a  return  when  the  hnrvest  should 
be  ar*ithered  in.  *  Observe  that  boy,'  said  he,  pointinjjj  to  a  line 
child  about  fi«'e  years  of  age;  *  his  mother  has  sold  hira  to  me 
for  forty  clays'  provision.  I  have  bought  another  boy  in  the 
sane  manner.*  1  could  not  get  this  melancholy  subject  out  of  ray 
miad;  and  the  next  nii;ht,  when  the  women  returned  for  their 
allowance,  I  desired  the  boy  to  point  out  to  me  his  mother, 
which  he  did.  She  was  much  emaciated ;  and  when  she  received 
her  corn,  she  came  and  talked  to  Iter  son  with  as  much  cheerful- 
ness as  though  he  had  been  stiU  under  her  care." 

Another  common  source  of  African  slaveiy  is  insolvency.  A 
Nes^ro  trader  contracts  debts  on  account  of  some  mercantile 
speouJatioR,  either  by  purchasing  from  his  neighbours 
such  articles  as  will  sell  to  advantage  in  a  distant  market, 
or  by  obtaining  goods  from  the  European  traders  on  the 
cocist,  with  the  promise  of  making  payment  at  a  ^^iven  time. 
If  he  succeeds,  lie  gains  a  large  prullL  on  the  enterprise; 
but  if  he  fails,  all  his  rernaiinnir  property,  and  his  jierson.  his 
family,  and  services,  are  at  tlie  disposal  of  another  ;  for  iu 
Western  Africa  not  only  the  effects  of  the  insolvent,  but  even 
the  insolvent  himself  and  his  children^  are  sold  to  satisfy  the 
demands  of  his  creditors.  There  is,  moreover,  a  modified  kind 
of  slavery  on  the  coast,  under  the  name  of  "  pawns,"  which, 
we  regret  to  say,  has  been  to  a  considerable  extent  sanctioned 
by  British  merchants.  This  subject  has  attracted  the  notice  of 
the  English  tjovemment,  who  have  decided  that  the  system  is 
totally  at  variance  with  the  Acts  of  Parliament  abolishing 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  throughout  the  British  dominions. 
To  show  the  real  identity  of  the  "  pawn  system  '*  with  the  spirit 
of  slaver>%  we  need  only  remark  that  in  the  investigations  which 
were  made  on  tiie  subject,  one  witness  said,  "A  pawn  is  a  umi 
who  runs  into  debt,  and  who,  in  order  to  discharjre  the  debt, 
pawns  him.*relt'  until  he  redeems  luinself."  Anol  li<  r  (le>rribi'd 
pawn?  ns  pfr-ons  who  liad  "sold  themselves  into  !)ondnge,  from 
which  they  can  only  be  emancipated  by  pecuniary  payments ; 
and  if  not  so  emancipated,  they  must  live  aad  die  in  servitude." 

X  8 
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Tbis  wttnew  aeknowkdgvd  that  lie  Iwd  '*1niowii  both  akm 
and  pawns  sold  at  public  anetioii.'* 

In  addition  to  the  means  atrnidj  mentioned,  people  in  Westcni 
Africn  fire  liable  to  lose  their  freedom  hy  the  commission  of 

crifin'.  Almost  tverv  kind  of  ofl\  iice,  whether  theft,  wiiclK  nift, 
adulurv,  or  murder,  f»um>ht'<l  th«'  sentence  of  ])rr|)rtu;d 
bondnee.  Po!nrtiin«s,  lnuv.vrr.  tlu-  cnjMiii.il  is  nllowrd  to 
ri»<le«-ni  liiinself  t>y  oflVriii'Z  t(i  tlie  Kini:  or  tlw  (itfeiKini  pniiy,  or 
both,  it  t*rrt«iii  atnouiit  of  property,  or  a  miinl)er  of  other  slave-*. 

The  enormous  extent  to  which  in.in  holds  his  brother  man  in 
bondage,  regnrding  him  at  6tmd  Jide  pioperiy,  in  Africa,  will 
still  most  fully  nppenr,  if  we  consider  the  vaiiona  nsea  to  wbidi 
sUves  are  applied  in  Africa. 

Slaves  haTC,  in  manjr  p*rta  of  the  coontiy*  become  the  piiii* 
dpal  attielet  of  barter,  and  an  i^rded  in  the  tight  of  *'  cnirent 
money  with  the  merchant  *  Bfan^r  kinds  of  merehandiae  can  be 
puithaaed  with  abfcip  and  with  nothing  else;  other  utidrt  of 
prodnoe,  at  an  cqoiYalcnt,  bein^  positively  refused,  A  poor 
Kegro,  who  had  pavied  thrau^  the  hands  of  scTeml  mnstrrs  on 
his  way  to  the  coast,  related  in  all  simplicity  how  he  was  first 
•*oiu  for  a  sinirle  hoe,  then  for  some  salt,  ntnl  then  for 
soinf  cloth,  when  kc  tiuidly  pa»*fd  into  the  h.unls  of  the 
Kuro[M':m  merehfint.  Mnjor  IVnhnm  states  that  the  Sultan  of 
Sakatu  received  tribute  trom  bit  dependent  states  chiefly  in 
slaves. 

When  the  country  remains  for  a  time  in  t  comparatively 
qniet  arid  aettied  state,  the  slaves  aie  the  artisans  and  agticni- 
tunl  iabourers  of  Western  Africa.  Hired  servants  and  penont 
volnntarilv  working  in  any  department  for  pay  are  unknown ; 
every  free  man  posseseing  hts  esUblishment  of  domcttic  slaves. 
It  is  quite  common  to  hear  nn  Aftkm  of  consequence  summing 
up  the  wealth  which  He  possesses,  as  coosistiog  in  **  gold,  slaves, 
herds,  and  horses."  Slaves  are  also  the  marriage  bonus  with 
whieh  he  purrhiises  esch  additional  wife,  nml  frwjueulJy  the 
only  inhrritance  which  he  leaves  to  his  children. 

8nrh  ,(rf»  *o!ne  of  the  u»ci  to  ivliieh  \ft le;in  sliiven' aj>})i;rd  !iv 
tlit  f '  w  uh"  :(rf  Tree  \\\  thnr  o«  n  eoiiiitrv'.  a*  donie-ti.-  {^rnji-rlv; 

but  nbcn  tlu;^'  lire  set  apart  as  oUcnu^  or  to  be  scut  to  otiier 
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lands,  their  fate  is  most  deplorable.  Tens  of  thousands  of  poor 
slaves  are  collected  to  be  offered  up  as  human  sacritices,  in  the 
performance  of  bloody  superstitious  rites,  as  we  have  already 
seen  ;  and  millions  more  liiive  beeu  iliagged  away  from  the  huid 
of  their  birth,  au<l  doomed  to  wear  out  their  lives  in  helpless 
bondage,  for  the  beaetit  of  others,  as  we  shall  yet  have  to  relate 
more  particularly. 

But  wc  caiiuot  dismiss  the  subject  of  slavery  iu  Africa  with* 
out  a  few  reuiarks  on  the  condition  to  which  slaves  are  there 
reduced,  and  the  treatment  which  they  generally  receive  at  the 
bands  of  their  masters. 

The  apologists  of  Negro  slavery  have  frequently  expatiated  on 
the  real  or  supposed  instances  of  kind  treatment  on  the  part  of . 
aUve  owners ;  and  we  are  free  to  admit  that,  in  the  course  of 
our  missionary  experience,  we  have  met  with  such  cases.  Even  in 
Africa  itself  there  is  a  marked  difference  between  the  oonditbn 
of  domestic  slaves,  that  is,  those  who  have  been  born  and 
brouji^ht  up  iu  the  lauaiies  oi  tlieir  masters,  and  those  who  have 
been  takm  in  war,  or  purchased  with  money.  It  is  the  general 
rule  not  to  sell,  or  otlirrwise  dispose  of,  the  former;  but  the 
latter  are  regarded  as  su  much  stock  on  hand  tor  the  purpose  of 
barter.  Domestic  slaves  are,  moreover,  usually  treated  with 
considerable  lenity,  and  sometimes  even  advanced  to  stations 
of  confidence  and  authority,  as  was  Joseph  in  £gypt. 

But  in  its  mildest  form  skvery  is  s^fwry;  and  wherever  it 
exists,  and  under  whatever  circumstances,  it  exhibits  the  same 
morat  deformity,  and  ought  to  be  viewed  with  detestation,  and 
reprobated  with  boldness^  by  every  one  who  bears  the  Chris- 
tian name.  However  mildly  treated*  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  poor  slave  has  no  real  property  in  himself,  nor  in  any- 
thing which  he  may  be  said  to  possess.  His  goods,  his  wife, 
his  children,  his  body,  bones,  flesh,  blood,  and  sinews,  are  not 
his  own.  They  beloii^  to  his  uia-^ter,  and  are  entirely  at  his 
disposal.  He  lives,  and  breathes,  aud  moves  not  tor  himsell', 
but  for  the  pleasure  and  pruJit  of  a  fellow  mortal ;  and  is  liable 
to  the  most  unkind  aud  cruel  treatment,  at  the  whim  and 
caprice  of  his  owner. 

Whilst  domestic  shives  in  Africa  are  iu  geaerai  exempt  from 

Digitized  by  Google 


54 


PABT  I. — WESTERN  AFUICA 


banh  ticatment,  it  it  otherwiM  with  those  who  are  literanhr 
held  aa  roerchaDdite  for  the  purpose  of  tnffie.  These  are  not 
only  torn  away  from  eferytbm^  wbieh  is  dear  to  them  on  earth, 

— sepnrated  from  pHrents,  brothers,  si.*ter9.  nud  friends, — but 
tU'v  ;ire  conrnicd  in  ( hniii*.  flosriir'^d.  «  tVom  |tliice  lo  placv, 
as  sbci  p  fnr  the  luarkcl.  Li:iUii  to  llie  >j>rruwjui  wuiii^  (>!"  "hf* 
w!i'»  li.iil  lii;ii«»-lf  tn*tt*d  the  hiftrr  rup  of  hondnirp.  **  \N  In  u 
\\t  raiiir  totliiil  plattf,  1  t|Ui!<'  liiiiit  ,  for  I  had  Ixfli  >v;lhDUt 
fomi  some  time.  1  bcijau  to  vv«*<*p.  nnd  fell  to  llie  grount!. 
3iy  matter  lifted  his  hand  and  ktiocked  me  about  the  htiiad, 
aaytnn^  be  would  kill  me  and  eat  me.  1  thou<rht  then  all  was 
over.  I  eipeeted  thut  the  dagger  ^vould  Ik>  driven  into  my 
•  bowels  ereiT  moment."  In  that  land  of  darkness,  cruelty, 
and  bloody  a  master  may  take  away  the  life  of  bis  slare  with 
impunity ;  and,  what  is  stiU  worse,  in  some  districts  the  female 
part  of  the  slate  {x>ptdation  are  commonly  and  systematically 
let  out  for  hire  for  the  purpose  of  prostitution,  and  are  liable  to 
the  {^rosiest  abttses  to  which  Ibeir  savage  masters  may  choose  to 

subject  them. 

5»uch  is  slmtrv  iu  Westeni  Africa,  it*  o\mi  i  ri'jrinnl  home ;  but 
Wf  hnvf  fi  Mill  ilark^r  pn.;r  to  I  urn  o\/  r.  W  c  luive  lo  eonstder 
the  ^''//r"  (ri}'K\  pr'  ju  rU  -'^  iMlUii.- — tip'TrrrH!^  in  wb»rh  Africa 
was  induced  to  rii'^viice  M  ith  turtn*;u  i-tMiiiincs  lor  iiie  tiesh  aud 
blood,  the  ^  >  15.^  nnd  «niU,  of  her  own  sons. 

Tp wards  ot  four  hmidred  years  ago  seveml  attempts  wers 
made  by  enterprisin;:  Portuguese  navigators  to  explore  the 
ccmsl  of  Atrial.  At  length  tWy  9umc<led  in  jm^siog  the 
Canaty  Islands,  Cape  Verd,  and  along  the  coasi  of  Ouinea. 
The  third  or  fourth  of  thcae  attempu  brought  them  into  contact 
with  the  Kfgrosa.  As  early  as  1434,  Antonio  Gonialea,  a 
Portuguese  Captain,  landed  on  the  Gold  Coast,  and  carried 
away  nith  him  some  Negro  bms,  whom  he  sold  lo  one  or  two 
^loonsh  families  io  the  south  of  ^pain.  This  ael  seems  lo  have 
excited  Mnie  eriticism  at  the  tiiiir  ;  but  fn>m  tliut  day  it  l>ecame 
customark  for  the  Captains  of  ve^^<-!■»  vi>iiin5f  the  Civast  of 
Afriea  to  carrv  awav  a  )<  %<>uf>«j  N*"jror*  of  l»oth  9«-\e*.  The 
lalMjur  ^^f  tH!-*T'  \ejfr«H.»,  win  lUer  on  b<^:ird  the  »liip9  wiiieh 
earned  ibim  a»ay»  or  in  Ibc  ports  to  wbicb  the  ships  belonged. 
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being  found  valuable,  the  pnictioe  soon  grew  into  a  regnlar  traffic ; 
and  Negroes,  instead  of  being  taken  away  in  twos  and  threes, 
as  mere  curiosities,  soon  came  to  form  a  part  of  the  regular 

cargo,  as  well  as  gold, ,  i?ory,  aud  gum.  The  ships  no  longer 
went  on  voyages  of  discovert',  Imi  lur  valuable  cargoes;  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Xcgro  villages  along  tlic  co.ist,  dflighted 
uith  the  beads,  bultv)ns,  knives,  and  other  trinkets  which 
tliey  got  in  exchange  for  ^uld,  ivory,  and  slav.'s,  took  care  to 
liavc  these  articles  ready  for  the  vessiU  uiu  n  thev  arrived. 
Thus  the  slave  trade  was  commenced  by  the  l^ortuguese,  but 
the  Spaniards  soon  after  joined  them  iu  the  infamous  traffic. 

Perhaps  this  strange  and  iniquitous  species  of  mercantile 
trade  would  never  have  become  very  extensive,  had  not  a  circum- 
stance  occurred  which  gave  it  a  great  impetus.  This  was  the 
discovery  of  Amerira  and  the  West  Indies  by  the  celebiated 
Columbus,  in  the  y»r  U03.  When  the  Spaniards  first  took 
possession  of  the  islands,  tiiey  cm])loyed  the  natives,  or  Indians, 
as  they  calleil  them,  to  do  all  their  heavy  kinds  of  work,  as 
cultivating  the  ground,  carry  ing  burdens,  and  digging  for  gold. 
In  fact,  these  Indians,  ere  long,  became  the  slaves  of  their 
iSpanisli  conquciuia  ;  and  it  was  cu^iomarv,  in  assigning  l.tiiils  to 
a  person,  to  make  over  to  him  at  the  same  time  ull  the  natives 
residing  npon  them. 

It  was  suon  evident,  however,  that  these  poor,  tiniiil,  listless 
aborigines  of  the  ^Vc^L  Indies,  ncciistonjed  only  to  hunting  and 
tishing,  w  ere  not  only  indisposed,  but  totally  uuht  for  arduous  toil. 
Under  the  uuited  influence  of  hard  labour,  cruel  treatment,  and 
disease  introtinced  by  the  strangers,  they  melted  away  in  the 
presence  of  their  conquerors,  with  a  rapidity  truly  alaruiing.  In 
a  few  yean  after  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  tens  of  thousands 
perished*  When  Albuquerque  entered  upon  his  office  as 
Governor  of  St.  Domingo,  in  1615,  he  found  that,  whereas  in 
1508  the  natives  numbered  00,000,  they  did  not  then  amount 
to  14,000;  and  there  appeared  nothing  in  pro&i)ect  but  the 
ultimate  extinction  of  the  eptire  race  of  Indians,  if  the  same 
system  of  cruelty  and  oppi-es.siun  5^hould  be  continued. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  enii  r[)ri->niii  but  avaricious 
colonists  Were  led  to  cousider  what  could  be  done  to  luett  the 
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emergeiM^*  I^bouren  mast  be  had  from  Bone  qntrtcr ;  and 
thtt  idea  was  suggested  tbat  African  Negme  would  be  best 
adapted  for  the  purpose.  As  early  as  150$,  a  few  Negroca 
had  been  carried  across  the  Atlanlies  and  it  was  found  not  only 
that  each  of  iheie  Negroes  oould  do  as  mnch  work  as  four  Indians, 
bat  that,  while  the  Indians  were  fast  becoming  extinct,  the 
Alricaiis  were  thriving  wonderfully,  nnd  evt-u  incnaoiiig  iu 
nuukb<  r.  It  was  now  resolvid  to  import  Negroca  aa>  fast  as 
possihif,  which  wm  a<  ros dnigly  done.  The  old  Sp«nnt^h 
historian  ilfrrfm  iiifurui^  that,  "in  the  year  1510,  the  king 
of  Sp.iiii  ordered  titty  Negro  vlavis  to  l»c  st  iit  to  liispanioln.  to 
work  in  the  gold  mines ;  the  uativcs  Inking  looked  upon  as  a 
weak  people,  and  until  f«^r  much  lahour."  This  wai  \mt  the 
beginning  of  the  aoeursed  iilave  trade  ;  for,  Qotwith»tandiug  the 
remonstranoeeof  some  of  the  Romish  Priests  and  Cardinals,  who 
felt  the  wrong  that  was  being  inllieted  npon  the  poor  Negroes, 
catgo  after  eaigo  was  carried  in  rapid  sueeession  to  tfaw  and 
other  isbinds  of  the  West  Indies.  In  the  reoords  of  this  dark 
period  we  find  Charles  V.  giving  one  of  his  Flemish  farouritea 
the  exclusive  right  of  shipping  four  thousand  Kegroea  to  the  New 
World ;  but  this  birge  number  fell  far  short  of  meeting  the  ra  p  id  ly 
incre;i!>ing  deumnd  for  labourers,  and  it  was  soon  foUowed  by 
titi.  im|)ortntiou  of  lens  of  thousiiud^  iiwo  the  new  colonies. 

The  Airu Mil  -iave  traclc,  thus  inausrurateii  In  tin*  Spaniards, 
was  noi  loi<^  Ivii  vuUtrW  iu  tht-ir  hat.il*..  At  tir>l  llu*  S|>aniards 
had  all  America  nnd  the  VVesi  liulit  s  to  tin  iii*fUi  >  .  ntnl  n*. 
it  was  m  these  countries  th;)t  Atrtain  hibourers  were  lu  the 
greatest  demuml,  the  Spaniards  alone  possessed  large  numbeia 
of  Nfj^nf^.  But  uthi:r  nations  soon  caoM  to  have  ( <>!>mies  in 
the  New  w  orUl ;  and  as  Negroes  were  found  to  be  invaluable  in 
the  foundation  of  a  new  colony,  other  nations  came  to  partict|i8te 
in  the  gnilt  of  this  new  traffic.  The  fir»t  reeogaition  o(  the 
slare  trade  by  the  English  Qorermnent  was  in  156i,  in  the 
reign  of  Quren  iSliubeth,  when  an  Act  was  passed  legalizing 
the  pnnhase  of  Nrgroes.  This  was  to  meet  the  demand  autici* 
pated  by  the  planting  of  the  fir»t  British  eokmies  on  the  eoofi* 
tieot  of  Amrnca.  Hut,  thrse  cariy  efforts  nt  colonization  beui^ 
uufUfXv'ssful,  11  Wiii  uoi  nil  ICIO  iUtii  ilic  drbi  Negroes  Here 
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imported  Into  Virginia ;  and  these  were  broiigbt  over,  not  by  an 

English  slave  ship,  bat  by  a  Duteh  vessel  which  touched  at  the 

toast,  with  n  cari;o  of  Negroes  for  the  Spanish  colonies.  After 
lliis,  however,  tlie  Knnh>?h  ueic  no  louder  indebted  to  foieiga 
ships  for  this  kind  of  service  ;  but,  with  n  view  to  the  hirge 
prolits  which  were  to  be  realized,  they  hi i inched  into  the  ^hive 
trade  with  chnracteristic  zenl  and  earnestness,  carryiiig  on  an 
extensive  trade  with  the  coast  of  Africa  for  skives,  ^old,  ivory, 
and  bees-wax.  The  French,  Dutch,  and  ail  other  nations  of 
any  commercial  importance,  soon  became  involved  in  the 
traffic ;  those  who  had  colonies,  to  supply  the  demand  there ;  and 
those  who  had  none,  to  make  money  by  assisting  to  supply  the 
demands  of  other  countries.  Before  the  middl^  of  the  seventeenth 
oentniy,  the  African  slave  trade  was  in  full  vigour ;  and  all 
Europe  was  implicated  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  Negroes.  It 
is  stated  by  Macphersou,  in  his  '*  Ubtory  of  Commerce,"  that 
*'the  number  of  Africans  shipped  in  1768,  by  all  nations,  for 
America  and  the  West  Indies,  was  estimated  at  97,000  ;  that 
of  these  the  British  shipping  took  60,1)00,  and  the  French 
23,000;  the  remainder  being  divided  in  siuait  portions  anions:  the 
ships  of  other  nations,  the  Portuuucs<i  at  that  time  only  taking 
1,700."  in  succeeding  years  tlie  slave  trade  became  still  more 
extensive  ;  and  it  has  been  estimated  that  in  the  course  of  a 
single  century  2",  130,000  Negroes  were  imported  into  the 
British  West  Indies  alone,  independent  of  the  vast  multitudes 
enslaved  by  other  nations.  As  far  back  as  1732,  Liverpool 
alone,  in  one  year,  procured  22,720  slaves;  the  net  profits  being 
£214,617. 

The  effects  produced  in  Africa  itself,  by  this  wholesale  traffic 
in  her  own  children,  may  be  more  readily  imagined  than  de- 
scribed. It  stamped  with  a  tenfold  curse  that  system  of 
slavery  which  had  previously  existed  for  so  many  years  in  that 
dark  benighted  land.  The  demand  for  slaves  was  now  so  great, 
and  the  prices  offered  by  the  Captains  of  slave  ships,  in  red 
cloth,  knives,  looking  glasses,  beads,  and  other  trinkets,  were  so 
templing  that  ail  kiiid>>  of  means  were  adopted  to  procure  the 
required  number  of  victims.  Domestic  slaves,  who  had  hillierlo 
been  a  pnviiegeU  class,  were  uow  ii:c(4ueatly  sold  and  aeub  uif 
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for  ibe  moit  trtfling  offenwa.  Petty  wait  mm  waged  for  tlie 
ezprett  pur{)ose  of  leizing  and  dragging  into  liofieteat  bond- 

age  yuuDg  Negroes  of  both  araes;  the  old  people  and  infantt 
beinf?  fri  <juenlly  put  to  death  as  not  available  for  the  pur])09e. 
Wicked  men  were  p<  :[>ctniilly  prowliii-r  about  with  a  view  to  kiii- 
nap  and  nrrN  oft  iho-^e  wliO  came  uilhiii  thrir  r<itih;  and  it 
was  not  uu  iiuii.'vual  cm  uiixtanfT  for  n  ::  h mi,  a  Ijruiher,  a  '•istrr, 
or  a  rliiid,  to  fnll  into  liie  hands  ol  the  *'  nian-sleaUr,"  who 
thus  stood  related  to  his  helpless  victim  by  the  teuderest  ties  of 
nature.  1  his  state  of  strife  and  enmity^  and  caniest  desire  to 
enslave  each  other  for  the  sake  of  paltr}'  gain,  was  not  confined 
to  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  coast,  but  extended  to 
the  interior  of  the  vaat  oontinent.  In  thia  way  Centiml  Afcion 
came  to  be  the  great  mother  of  the  alavca  rci|ntfed  for  expor- 
tatiou ;  and  the  Negio  Tillagee  on  the  eoaat,  under  the  eontral 
of  petty  intcrratcd  natifo  Cfaiela»  were  converted  into  «o  many 
nifMriea  or  waivhonaea,  where  the  Kegroea  wcra  kept  till  the 
ahipa  of  the  white  nen  eame  to  eany  them  aoroaa  the  Atlantie;. 

Aa  the  ilave  trade  became  fblly  organized,  meant  wc^  adopted 
by  the  Kuropean  luerchantjs  to  secure  «;reiiter  constancy  and 
rt^vil;iri:y  iij  the  PUj)[)ly  of  Ne^-roes.  At  tii.'^t  thf  \<'?*<.'ls 
only  vi-i;»(l  the  eoa!-t  of  At'rira  iu  a  casual  way,  and  har^iaitu'd 
with  the  iKilive  Chiefs  iind  liead  men  lor  sueii  slavts  or  other 
produce  as  thry  fiappeiied  to  have  on  hand.  l>ul  ihi--  wa-* 
found  to  be  an  inconvenirnt  aud  clumsy  mode  of  conducting 
the  butiness.  'Ihc  ships  had  to  sail  along  an  extensive  tract  of 
oonat,  piddng  np  a  little  ivory  at  one  place,  and  a  few  slaves  al 
another,  and  were  thna  often  delayed  till  the  sickly  aeasoo  set  in, 
when  all  banda  were  pmtraied  by  fever,  tnd  many  lemoved  by 
denth.  Aa  an  improvement  on  thia  method  of  trading*  the  plan 
wae  adopted  of  oiganiiing  African  imdiig  companies,  and  of 
planting  a  nnmhcr  of  Enr(»3)eBn  aettlemcnta  at  intervab  akmg 
the  const,  with  regular  agents,  whoae  Imsincea  it  ihoukl  .be  lo 
negotiate  with  the  native  traders,  stimulate  them  to  activity  in 
their  »Uive  hunting  expeditions,  and  purchase  sbvet  and  other 
prvniuii ,  111  ord«  r  tti.i;  the  canroef  might  be  ready  wh(  ti  the  ships 
arnvcfi  at  ILc  pr  i^r  [ht^  i#ttlementfi  «rrr  ealled 

9im9§  Jmiorm*    Estabiuhmeuu  ol  this  kind  were  planted  oil 
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nlonsr  the  Western  Coast  of  Africn,  from  Cape  Verd  to  the 
K(|uator,  hy  Euglisli,  Dutch,  and  l'oit\i_njese  companies,  or  indi- 
vi(hial  traders.  Their  appeamnc**,  ilie  chararter  of  the  men 
employeii  in  them,  their  internal  an-angemeiits,  atid  their  mode 
of  carrviuLT  on  the  traffic,  are  vividly  descril>ed  hv  Howi«on,  in 
bis  book  on  "  European  Colonies,"  and  by  other  writers  who 
were  en<rn^rd  in  the  controversial  discussioD  of  African  afiairs 
about  the  beginning  of  the  present  oeatttiy ;  but  into  these 
particulars  vre  cannot  here  enter. 

The  junior  factors,  who  an  spoken  of  as  penetrating  into 
the  interior,  and  forming  braneh  establishments  for  the  oanying 
on  of  the  shiTe  trade,  exerted  a  learfiitty  demoralising  inflnence 
vpoD  the  people.  To  say  nothing  of  the  li? es  of  dissipation  and 
aensnality  which  they  led,  and  the  example  which  they  set 
before  the  natives,  they  were  the  direct  means  of  calling  into 
existence  a  vast  number  of  slave  markets  in  various  parts  of 
the  country;  and  uf  givin£^  to  the  al)oininable  traflic  a  character 
of  horror  and  cruelty  unknown  before.  To  recite  the  tesli- 
mouitjs  of  individual  travellers  who  occasionally  visited  the 
country,  and  to  dwell  on  the  instances  of  sutiVrin;,'  which  they 
witnessed,  as  tlie  poor  Ne^^roes  were  ijeing  driven  froin  the  land 
of  their  birth,  would  be  to  tell  a  tale  of  woe  which  might  well 
arouse  the  feelings  of  the  most  obdurate  heart  Hence  we  are 
not  aarprised  that,  in  process  of  time,  attention  should  have 
been  directed  to  the  enormities  of  this  wholesale  system  of 
man-stealing  and  murder ;  or  that,  in  highly  favoured  England, 
even  in  an  age  of  comparative  darkness,  means  should  have 
been  devised  to  put  as  end  to  it.  ' 

Having  thus  briefly  traced  the  rise,  pro^ss,  extent,  and 
character  of  the  African  slave  trade,  we  would  now  direct  the 
attention  of  the  mder  to  the  eircurastnnces  which  kil  to  its 
nominal  abolition,  and  to  the  real  biaic  ut'  the  (j^ue^stiou  as  it 
exists  at  the  present  day. 

As  early  as  the  year  1512, — when  the  importation  of  Negroes 
to  the  \Vc8t  Indies  besran  to  assume  tlie  character  of  a  rej^ular 
trade,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  poor  kidians,  who  were 
fast  passin;^  away, — Cardnial  Ximeues  protested  against  the 
thing  as  a  sin  against  Qod  and  man ;  but  such  was  the  cupidity 
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of  the  parties  interested  that  hin  pious  reinciustrauce  was  disre* 
ganicd.  In  tbe  ini<tcIU-  uf  tlie  seventoenth  ccniury,  the  [lev, 
Morgan  Qodwyn,  an  £nt(lish  ClergyniaD,  who  had  bimielf  wii> 
neaied  the  borrora  of  slavery  in  the  laUnd  of  Barbadoea, 
bfoached  the  subject  by  writing  upon  it  in  ^  a  book  called  *<Tm 
Negro  and  Indian's  Advocate and  about  a  oeatury  iHter  Joba 
Woolman  and  Anthony  Beneset,  two  nembeia  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  in  America,  were  fully  possessed  with  tbe  abolitiM 
spirit.  Woolinan  travelleci  fur  and  near  aiuon}^  the  people  of 
his  own  |)ri>uatit>ii,  tniii^  lu  ^cl  tliein  to  rclinijui^h  mII  con- 
nexion \siili  the  trullir  in  Ne^rot's  ,  .ukI  Hrm-zrl  rouiiutu  nud 
tiiughl  11  Nr^To  •school  HI  ri»ilaili-l|jhia,  itl  tlie  >atiie  time 

he  denninioi  (I  tin*  --lave  trndt-  iii  varn)ii«>  publicaliuiis.  >o 
pow*ert'ul  was  the  eilcci  produced  by  the  miUed  labours  of  ibeie 
two  men,  es{>ecially  upon  the  religious  comuiunity  to  whidi'tbey 
belonged,  that  iu  the  year  1754  the  '  Friends,"  in  America 
came  to  a  resolution,  dedarinj;  that,  to  liv(*  in  ease  and  plenty 
by  the  toil  of  those  whom  fraud  aud  viobtu^  had  put  into  their 
power«  was  oousistent  neither  with  Christianity  nor  with  eonunoft 
justioe.**  This  declaration  was  followed  up  by  the  abolition  of 
slave  labour  among  tbe  "  Friends," — the  penalty  of  keeping  « 
alave  being  eioomrounieation  fiom  tbe  Society.  From  this 
time  the  Soeiety  of  Friends,  aa  a  relifcious  oommnnity,  dis. 
tinjcuished  themselves  by  unwraried  efforts  to  ameliurate  the 
couiiitioii  of  til'  |nK»r  Ni'jjro  ;  ;>i...  Jk  fii>i  ix  iiiiou  twr  prv- 
sriiinl  to  ilir  liiitisU  iarUaujt-ut  on  Ibe  subjocl  uf  iU%cry 
euitiu.ittti  iViMii  tht'iii. 

A  t  i'MitDitti  I  uf  \ olcnt  u«  ritUnicu  wa^j  at  h'tii^th  or^wuiied, 
fur  liie  rjkprtfsa  purpose  of  procunoK  ihe  abolition  oi  ibe  African 
shive  trade,  and  public  feeling  was  aroused  to  a  stale  of  great 
excitement  on  the  subject.  Several  takuted  aiid  powerful 
writers  also  ap|>eaml  on  the  ^ta^t  of  aetioo,  at  an  eariy  period, 
as  the  frirodt  and  ad%oaite»  of  the  Negro  rtm.  Amonitai  these 
may  be  mrntioocd  Bichard  Baxter,  Bishop  Portcus,  Jamca 
Bamsay,  Joseph  Woods,  George  Whitelidd,  and  John  Wesley. 
Some  of  these  honoured  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  were  able  to 
speak  and  write  from  cxperienee^  having  witneued  the  abomi- 
nations of  alavny  in  America  and  the  West  Indica,  Ur. 
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Wesley,  especially,  took  up  tlie  suhjtciuiih  phnnicteristic  zeal 
and  earnestness.  In  his  inastrrly  tractat<',  entitled  **  Tli<)iii;l)ts 
on  Slavery,"  be  denounced  tlie  tratlic  in  human  bi  iuiis  as  the 
"  sum  of  all  villanies,"  and  phiced  the  suhjfct,  \u  all  its  hrnrin|^s, 
in  a  most  convincing  and  impressive  light  before  the  British 
public.  The  interest  of  the  venerable  founder  of  Methodism 
in  the  oppressed  Negro  race  continued  unabated  to  the  end  of  his 
otefnl  life;  and  it  is  an  interest intj:  fact  that  the  last  letter  that 
be  ever  wrote  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Wilberforce  on  tbe  subject 
a  few  days  before  his  death,  urging  the  pbilantbropist  to  proceed 
in  bis  '*  glorious  enterprise**  of  seeking  the  entire  abolition  of 
the  aoenrsed  traifio.  **  Go  on/'  he  writes>  "  in  the  name  of 
God,  and  in  the  power  of  His  might,  till  eyen  American  slavery 
(the  vilest  that  ever  saw  the  snn)  shall  vanish  away  before  it." 

In  every  historical  sketch  of  the  anti-slavery  movement  in 
Ensfland,  however  brief,  huuoiualile  mention  must  be  made  of 
thn*e  other  noble-minded  and  philanthropic  gentlemen  who 
took  n  prominent  part  in  the  political  struggle  with  which  it 
was  attcnrh'd.  We  allude  to  Granville  Sharp,  Thomas  Clark- 
son,  and  William  Wilberforce.  These  were  the  three  brightest 
stars  of  the  moral  hemisphere,  daring  the  age  in  which  they 
lived,  around  which  other  labourers  in  the  cause  of  emancipation 
revolved  as  mere  satellites. 

About  the  year  1765,  the  caae  of  a  poor  Negro,  whom  his 
roaster  had  east  adrift  in  a  state  of  disease  in  London,  attracted 
the  uotiee  of  the  benevolent  Mr.  Sharp,  and  induced  him  to 
espouae  the  cause  of  the  snffering  Negroes  in  general.  He  per- 
severed in  exposing  every  case  of  sale  or  seisore  of  slaves  in 
Enghind ;  and  iiniUly,  by  an  action  at  law,  to  prevent  a  Negro 
named  Somerset  from  being  forcibly  taken  away  by  his 
master,  procured  from  tlie  bencli,  in  1  772,  that  famous  decision 
that,  "when  a  sh>ve  p»it«^  hi**  loot  on  English  ground,  he  is  free.** 
It  was  this  cirrumstance  which  elicited  from  Cowper  the  fol- 
lowing beautiful  Lines : — 

"Slaves  ctnnot  breathe  io  EugUod:  if  thdr  Inagi 
Imbibe  oar  sir,  tbsft  moment  tb^  are  freet 
They  touch  our  oooatrjr,  and  their  ibscklvt  faU. 
That's  aoble,  ind  beepeskt  a  nation  prond 
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And  bi  it  eifcolate  tkitMiyh  wmj  nm 

Of  tn  oiir  empire  :  that  where  BHtata't  poilW 
U  fdt,  minkiBfl  awj  teL  ber  aMccj  too.** 

> 

In  17S5  th«»  Vice-Clmncellor  of  the  Univrrsity  of  CnmHriiljtc 
proposul  "  tlu*  <lavt'  trnile,"  ns  the  sui>jrct  of  a  ynn'  es?,iv. 
This  prizt'  \v:(>  LMiiud  l)\  the  |)liiliiiithropic  Mr.  Cl.irKsoii,  ihtn  a 
vouni;  niiiii  oi  iwentv-foiir.  The  >tu(lv  of  tlic  sufiiicl,  in  ron- 
nexioti  with  the  prrp.iratioii  of  hia  Essay,  mHcle  sucii  a  powerful 
imprension  upon  the  mind  of  tlie  young  studcbt  tliat  lie  was 
iodaoed,  from  that  time,  to  coiisecrale  nil  his  power*  of  body 
and  mind  to  the  cause  of  abolition.  He  visited  every  pt'rson 
that  be  oould  ftud,  in  and  around  London,  wbo  bad  been  m 
Afrien  or  tbe  West  Indies^  or  in  my  ntuation  whicb  gain  tbeoi 
an  insigbt  into  ibe  abve  trndc*  He  boarded  fesarla  tbat  bad 
been  engaged  in  ibe  tnflicb  and  inspeeted  tbe  wretebed  aperU 
meats  in  wbicb  ibe  akfea  bnd  beea  confined  during  tbeir 
pnasace  across  tbe  AUantic.  In  one  word,  be  devoted  bis  vbolo 
life  to  wii;:iti^  an  iuiplacable  war  against  slavery  and  the  slave 
tmde  in  n!l  their  horrid  forms. 

Tin-  tMilt  iici-  (.oihrtril  l>y  ("lark-^fin  on  the  sul*ji*cl  of  the 
lr:u|i  .  attr.icii  d  t\u'  attt  iition  ot  VV  lilx'rfurct,  aiui  jncured 
hi"*  v.il)i;.M''  C'l-npt  ration.  On  Sundny,  the  2$th  of  October, 
17 "^7,  Mr.  U  ilberturee  made  this  i>trikin^  entr)'  in  his  Journal : 
*'  (Jod  Almighty  has  placed  before  me  two  preat  objt-cia,— tbe 
suppiessioo  of  tbe  slave  trsde,  and  the  reformation  of  manners." 
The  refortuation  of  manners  he  did  not  Accomplish,  bnt  tbe 
snpprcaaion  of  ibe  alave  trade  be  did  ;  and  jnst  before  be  passed 
awiy  firon  tbis  world,  |ie  was  cbeered  witb  tbe  dcligbtfiil  intd* 
ligenoe  tbat  tbe  rayal  aaseni  bnd  been  given  to  tbe  Bdl  eoiiielj 
abolbbing  sbvery  from  tbe  Britisb  dominioQs.  Tbis  was  tba 
PBinll  of  a  long  and  nidnona  stnirrt;lr,  howevfr;  and  it  rrquired 
tbe  nnited  and  constant  efforts  of  Wilberforce,  Cbrksoo.  and 
Sharp,  to«rethrr  with  others  of  tbe  powerful  confcderacj'  whicb 
they  organizeil  to  carry  on  the  campaig;). 

For  twenty  yinr^  ilid  ihi^  nol>le  bnud  of  (*hri*t?aa  ph;i.a»ltiro- 
pi*ti  Inl^our,  l-tftic  llic  first  prcnl  ol-jcct  m  vUiich  thoy  aimfif 
was  fullji  acaMi}|iU»li«d.   lidbntiaUon  oti  tuc  extent  and  abouu- 
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nations  of  thA  slave  trade  was  carefully  collected  and  zealously 
eircnlated ;  Parliament  was  urged  by  petitions  to  interpose  on 
bebaif  of  the  poor  Net^roes :  but»  although  some  minor  measures 
were  adopted,  professedly  to  abate  some  of  the  cruelties  of  the 
traffic,  ibr  seven  years  in  succession  was  Mr.  Wilbeiforoe's 
annual  motion  for  its  abolition  thrown  out.  Snch  was  the 
result  of  tl)e  intluenco  exercised  by  intercsti'd  parties  both  iu 
England  ana  lu  ilic  coloiues.  Still  the  friends  of  Irecdom  per- 
severed iu  their  noble  work  ;  and,  hy  the  blts>iii<^  of  God,  their 
efforts  were  nt  leni^th  crowned  with  complete  aucces^.  The  Bill 
for  tbi;  total  abolition  f>f  t\w.  British  slave  trade,  on  anji  after 
the  1st  of  Jauuary,  ISOS,  passed  both  Houses  of  ParUament» 
received  the  royal  assent,  and  was  lefi  to  take  its  course 
accordingly. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  necessary  here  to  remind  the  reader  of 
the  difference  between  the  slave  trade  and  slavery.  By  the 
first  we  are  to  understand  traffic  in  human  beings,  when  they 
are  torn  away  from  their  country  and  their  homes ;  and  by  the 
second  Is  meant  that  state  of  servitude  and  bondage  to  which 
they  are  thereby  reduced.  The  slave  trade,  so  far  as  Enj^Iand  was 
concerned,  was  now  abolished  by  law  ;  and  it  was  made  criminal 
for  any  one  to  purchase  and  lake  away  >[a\es  from  the  coast  of 
Africa,  or  froui  anv  other  countrv.  But  notwithstandins:  the 
achievement  of  this  i^reat  object,  slavery  itself  still  coiiiiiiut'd  in 
the  British  colonies  with  unabated  rigour,  and  the  uccounts 
which  were  reei  ivi  d  from  time  to  time  of  the  suiferiogs  of  the 
Kegroes  were  truly  appalling. 

The  friends  of  the  oppressed  Negro  race,  encouraged  by  the 
result  of  their  past  labouri,  now  re-orgonixed  their  forces,  and 
commenced  a  vigorous  crusade  against  shiveiy  itself,  as  they  had 
before  done  against  the  slave  trade.  They  openly  avowed  their 
intention  to  agitate  without  ceasing,  till  davery  should  be 
utterly  abolished  from  the  British  empire.  They  nobly  kept 
their  word ;  but  it  was  not  till  alter  another  twenty*six  yesis  of 
arduous  toil  that  their  object  was  fully  gained.  This  interval  is 
crowded  with  the  most  interesting  incidents  connected  with  this 
philaulhropie  movement ;  but  our  limited  space  will  onl)'  admit 
of  a  very  brief  outline. 
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As  years  rolled  oo,  leYenil  of  the  earlier  iabotirers  in  the 
eRuae  of  einanri|)ation  were  remoTed  by  death ;  but  their  pkoea 
wttt  supplied  by  others  who  were  raised  op  in  the  order  of 

Divine  providence.  The  venerable  Wilberforce  himself  felt  the 
influence  of  :ije  and  Hebility  creeping  upon  hira  ;  and  bcinj?  less 
nl»!f  tliaii  f  irmf^rlv  to  p!«  ;Kl  tin*  cause  of  the  np|n»«?M»d,  both  in 
o\\{  of  I'arUaiiieiit ,  In-  htuMti  to  li>«>k  nrouiui  for  M)inc  our 
who  wmiLl  lie  nl>lf*  nnil  wiititjjj  to  Inke  piitce  tin-  ji(:kuijtf%- 
Icdged  leader  ot  the  niovi ment.  Hi*  rvf  fril  upon  tin-  ln?r  ?^5r 
Fowetl  Buxton,  Iben  in  the  priine  of  lite ,  and  he  sulenmly 
nrn^ed  bin)  to  come  to  his  aid,  and  to  take  his  place  when  his 
Strength  should  fail.  After  mature  deliberation  the  weij^hty 
chaige  was  accepted;  and  henceforth  the  name  of  Buxton 
became  promioeotly  identified  with  the  struggle  for  the  entire 
abolition  of  slaveiy. 

The  Anti»Slavery  Soeiety  was  now  formed;  and  the  most 
strenoous  efforts  were  made  to  procure  and  eireulate  authmitic 
information  on  the  treatment  of  the  Negroes,  and  other  matters 
connected  with  the  qoestton  at  issue,  as  well  as  in  holdin^c 
public  meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  country',  to  brinji:  the 
subject  fully  iM'fore  the  p<  o|tleof  the  l  iiiti-d  Kiii^doui. 
effect  pr<'dut'»l  l.v  tin -i  lut-iu-^ris  uj)"n  tin-  [ilanting  interest  at 
home  and  isdroail,  In*  renflilv  i!nn;_'mr(l.  A  ^troni;  feeling  of 
hostility  niid  ctppu>»iliuti  ua-  cxntcd  a::,iiti-t  all  uho  prf>fi'««n'd  to 
be  the  friends  of  freedom,  and  especially  against  the  Mi*»sioiuirii^ 
in  the  \\v<ni  Indies,  who  were  veiy  improperly  considered  as 
identified  with  the  Abolition  movement  in  England.  These 
nnoHirading  srnrants  of  the  Lord  Jci^us  n  ere  cmelly  perst^'cuted. 
In  many  Instances,  they  were  maHrrated  and  imprisoned ;  and 
their  dwellings  and  pbees  of  worship  were  laid  in  ruins  fay 
ruthless  toobs,  who  knew  not  what  they  did.  These  apparently 
untoward  rireomstanees  were  OTermled  for  good*  Thry  tended 
to  amuse  the  nation  to  a  feeling  of  rishteoos  indignation 
ognini4  a  system  which  was  capable  of  miHi  atrocities ;  for  it 
was  well  uudt.r!>iood  that  slavery  was  at  the  root  of  oil  these 
things. 

At  len;;th  the  nnli4>n  nroM.  tn  .■m*"-,  and  <lemniult*l  m  !},c 
Gtivcruuieul  ibiit  the  sUves  sbouui  be  emauctpated.    lu  tbc 
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year  1881,  upwsrdti  of  fire  tlionsand  petitions  were  presenteil  to 
Parliament ;  and  two  years  subsequently,  after  the  most  ani- 
materl  dcbntcs  upon  the  subject,  a  Bill  was  passed,  by  an 
overu'liclining  majority,  scrnrinf_r  tlie  freedom  of  all  the  slaves 
in  tbf  l^.ritisli  empire,  on  tlic  1st  of  August,  ;  and  award- 
ing twenty  vmUions  of  potnuh  sterJinr/  to  be  divided  among  their 
proprietors,  as  compensation  for  the  loss  which  they  were  «?up- 
posed  to  sustain  by  the  arrangement.  It  wbs  stipulated, 
iowcver.  tl  it  o!  ly  the  children  of  six  years  of  Bge,  and  mider» 
irexe  to  be  fully  iree  at  once.  Domestio  alalia  were  to  aem 
an  *'  appreniioeahip  "  for  four  years,  and  field  Negroes  for  six 
yean,  professedly  to  prepare  them  for  entire  freedom.  Thia 
was  a  great  mistake,  as  the  apprentioeship  turned  out  to  be 
nothing  better  than  a  modified  form  of  slarery,  and  waa 
attended  with  many  peculiarly  aggravating  circumstances.  But 
time  passed  away  j  and  at  the  end  of  four  years  the  slaves  were 
found  to  be  so  well  prepared  for  the  boon  of  freedom,  and  the 
apprentici^hip  was  working  so  badly  for  all  parties,  that  the 
res]>ective  loc;d  legislatures  resolved  to  remit  the  remaining  two 
years  of  servitude  to  the  field  labourers,  and  all  were  fuHy 
emaofsipated  on  the  1st  of  August,  1838.  Thus  were  800,000 
poor  slaves  delivered  from  the  galling  yoke  of  bondage  in  the 
British  colonies,  by  the  united  efforts  of  Christian  philan. 
thiopists  and  Christian  Missionaries,  by  whose  unwearied 
hbonn  they  wera  raised  to  the  position  of  men  and  brethren. 
The  day  of  freedom  was  everywhere  observed  with  solemn 
religions  eerrioes,  and  thanksgiving  to  God;  and  the  writer 
will  never  forget  with  what  earnestness  the  assembled 
thousands  sang  the  praises  of  Jehovah  in  His  sanctnaiy,  and 
with  what  attention  they  listened  to  the  exhortations  and  coun- 
sels which  were  given  them,  iu  reference  to  their  future  conduct, 
on  the  memorable  occasion. 

After  this  brief  sketch  of  the  early  history  of  the  slave  trade, 
Hs  abolition  by  the  British  Government,  and  the  abolition  of 
slavery  itself  throughout  the  British  empire,  the  question  may 
be  very  properly  asked,  "Has  the  African  slave  trade,  then, 
oeaaed  to  exist  ? "  Would  to  God  we  oonld  answer  in  the 
•ifinnative  1   But,  aks  I  ihiais  not  the  case.  We  grieve  to  say 
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tbai  alUioiigli  EnglaiMl  has  washed  faor  hamis  from  the  find 
stain  of  being  oonnected  with  tlie  amned  trafBe  in  luiawa 
beings,  it  is  still  esnied  on  by  people  of  other  nations  to  as 
gveat  an  eitent,  if  not  greater*  than  mr. 

The  efforts  made  by  the  Biitish  Gofmment  to  put  a  ifaial 
terminatKm  to  the  African  skve  trade,  are  deserring  of  all 
praise.  By  inutunl  tnmties,  and  liiploinatic  influence,  other 
natiuiiti  wci'v  n  >t  oiiiy  iuduced  to  join  iu  the  gcatral  lirjlcst 
n^jaiiist  the  nefarious  tr:iffir,  but  tliey  also  agreed  to  punish  im 
plrnitin  all  uhu  luiglil  iicucduilU  be  found  engaging  in  it. 
K:i:;1anfl  hn®,  n!on*o\'rr,  §j>CTit  Inifuln  Js  of  thoii^nnd?  of  jioimda 
in  wcll-nieaui  inikavours  to  prevenl  llis  crying  evil,  m  addi- 
tion to  the  twenty  millions  of  compensation  mono}-  paid  to  the 
planters,  wheu  siaveiy  itself  wu  finalljr  abolished  iu  t!i  British 
oolonies.  A  laige  number  of  armed  vessels  haTc  been  kepi  for 
many  years  cnising  off  the  coast  of  A(nea»  and  in  other  wem, 
with  a  f  lew  to  tnteitept  slaver*,  to  liberate  the  poor  slaves,  and 
to  bring  to  jostiee  the  inoonigiUe  offenders.  But,  notwith- 
standing  the  severity  of  the  penalty,  and  the  vigilanee  of  British 
misers,  soeh  are  the  indoeementa  offend,  in  the  shape  of  large 
profits,  that  seoies  of  vesseb  are  still  employed  in  earrying  on  a 
suiuggliug  trathc  iu  slaves.  These  Bmus:glers  employ  fast- 
iaJing  voMeU  of  -:u:.\[  loa.i.:^  ,  ui;J,  uatt^haig  their  oppor- 
tunity, sttid  off  wiiU  *i  ciFj^u  mI  ilavis  when  they  tlati*.  tiicre  is 
no  niau-of-wur  near  at  the  time.  Occasionaiiy,  ih.  daring 
aJviului'LTJ  are  ^veHakcn  auJ  captured ;  but  for  thi^  the  ehue 
dealers  do  not  care  much,  becouse  they  calculate  that  if  they 
can  get  clear  away  with  two  cargoes  oot  of  ereiy  Uuee  which 
they  take  on  board,  the  traffic  will  pay  rety  well« 

With  regard  to  the  extent  to  which  the  slave  trade  still 
prevails,  we  wotdd  merriy  ob^re  that  oompetent  penons,  with 
ample  means  of  inlbnnatiott  within  their  leach,  have  fstimatwl 
the  nnmber  of  AlKeana  annnally  lorn  away  Irom  their  homes 
into  fl^i  slaveiy;  at  the  astomshiqg  nnmber  of  600,000*  Of 
these  it  is  eakokted  that  300,000  psriih  on  their  match 
down  to  the  eoast,  on  the  fearful  mtddie  passsge,  and  daring 
their  seasoning  in  the  land  of  bonilag«  to  which  they  arc  taken. 

It  is,  nivicvui,  ii  ni«:^utchuiij  iufCk  iUiii  um&i  rigorous  means 
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liATe  been  adopted  to  prevent  the  slaTe  tiade,  its  horrors  have 
been  increased  tenfold.  The  space  alkmred  for  the  Negroes 
on  board  the  slaTS  vessela  is  so  limited,  and  the  nonibar  put  on 
board  is  so  large,  that  they  are  literally  peeked  in  the  hold  like 
bales  of  goods ;  which  dieumstanoe,  together  with  iU  treatment 
and  defiefency  of  food,  is  the  cause  of  the  fearful  mortalilj 
which  generally  takes  place. 

In  bringing  to  a  dose  his  obserrations  on  this  painful 
subject,  so  uilimatrly  connected  with  tlie  weal  or  woe  of 
Western  Africa,  llie  writer  wishes  he  could  cnli^^t  the  kindly 
feelings  of  his  readers  on  l)elialf  of  tlic.  lon^^  ojipresHpd  Negro 
race.  Tf  they  could  only  have  seen  for  themselves  what  he  hns 
witnessed  of  the  abominations  of  slaver}'  in  both  hemispheres  of 
the  globe,  surely  they  would  not  be  wanting  in  sympathy, 
prayer,  and  effort,  on  behalf  of  the  still  oppressed  and  down- 
trodden sable  sons  of  Ham. 

From  a  long  list  of  instances  which  have  come  under  our 
own  obsenration,  showing  the  cruelties  of  sUfeiy  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  capabilitiea  of  the  Negro  children  to  receive 
instruction  on  the  other,  we  select  the  ease  of  little  BenomS, 
one  of  our  own  domestic  servants  for  several  years  in  the  West 
Indies.  When  this  Uttle  Xegro  girl  was  first  phiced  under  our 
<'nre,  she  had  been  but  recently  rescued  from  the  hold  of  a  slave 
?liip;  and  was,  eonset[uent]y,  very  ignorant,  and  somewhat 
Liuiid  in  her  diaposition.  Slie  had  not  been  long  with  us, 
however,  before  she  became  more  open  and  etinfiding.  She 
would  sometimes  sit  down  on  the  floor  bv  tlw  side  oC  her 
mistress,  who  was  teaching  her  the  use  of  her  needle  ;  and 
when  questioned  about  her  country,  and  the  history  of  her 
capture,  with  tears  starting  in  her  eyes,  she  would  tell  her 
affecting  story,  which  was,  in  substance,  as  follows : — 

Little  Benomc  was  bom  in  the  interior  of  Afiica»  at  a  place 
called  Badda ;  and  when  she  was  about  seven  years  of  age^  a 
report  was  brought  that  a  neighbouring  village  had  just  been 
attacked  by  a  slave-hunting  party,  and  the  inhabitants  carried 
off  into  bondage*  The  people  of  Badda,  knowing  what  tor 
expect,  fied  into  the  woods ;  and,  during  the  night,  they  saw 
their  own  village  in  ilames.    Early  the  next  morning  the  ^ 
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fug^tiTes  were  orertakea  ia  their  retreat,  when  little  Benomt*, 
with  her  mother,  a  brother,  and  an  elder  sister,  and  aereral 
olhen^  were  captured,  tied  together  two  and  t\ro,  and  marched 
towarde  the  coast,  like  a  flock  of  sheep  for  the  market;  whilst 
notliiiig  waa  heard  bat  weeping,  monnuog,  lamentation,  and 
woe.  On  coming  to  a  large  rirer  whidi  croesed  their  path,  the 
sister  of  Benomd  was  the  last  to  ford  the  stream,  being  oecnpied 
bj  a  child  which  she  cairied  in  her  arms.  Annojed  at  the 
dd«jr,  the  cmel  monster  In  charge  of  the  sUves  snatched  the 
infant  from  the  arms  of  its  mother,  and  threw  it  into  the  junjjle, 
where  it  \vri>  kll  to  perish,  and  ur^ccl  the  poor  captives 
otiwariU  ill  their  march!  Having  travelled  for  several  v^ieks, 
they  at  leni^h  cninc  in  sight  of  "  th(  great  salt  water,"  wli^rh 
they  bi  liflil  with  trciiiMi'ii;  awt  ,  knowing  that  t!:<'v  werr  tu  h'.- 
carrietl  across  the  foaming  luUows.  After  remaining  for  a 
length  of  time  at  Abbeokuta,  Biicbgxj,  and  other  pUces,  a  slare 
ship  arriveil  at  ihv  i^ast ;  and  the  poor  slares  were  taken  OQ 
boaril,  and  left  their  native  land  for  ever. 

Long  before  the  period  of  embarkation  arrired,  little  Benom^ 
bad  been  sepanted  from  her  mother,  her  sister,  and  ber 
bfotber,  whom  she  was  nerer  again  permitted  to  behold  in  thi» 
world;  and  tbe  account  which  she  ga?e  of  the  last  glance 
wbicb  sbe  obtained  of  her  deur  mother,  as  she  was  driTcn  past 
the  shfe  barraeoon,  of  tbe  nnmber  of  sbiTce  that  were 
drowned  as  ilivy  were  being  taken  on  board,  and  of  the  horrors 
of  ihv  middle  passage,  was  tndy  hcanr«Judi:l^^  When  the 
tolavt  r  li.nl  I>  .  II  :it  sea  about  iLav  wet  k-«,  they  luard  one  night 
a  tri  IIP  II  1' "1^  noise  on  d^rk.  the  tmTn|.ling  of  f^i,  and  the 
firiu^  of  guhj* ;  and,  when  th<'  h  itches  were  removed  next  morn- 
ing, the  slaves  looked  up  and  saw  several  strangers,  "  gentle- 
men xvith  fine  coats  and  caps,  shining  with  gold."  These  were 
tbe  officers  of  a  British  man-of-war,  which  had  captured  the 
slafsr  after  a  sefcra  contest,  and  who  now  cnlle<l  upon  the  poor 
Kegroci  to  come  up  on  deck,  assuring  tbem  tbat  thegr  were  now 
ftue  t  On  asrwiding  ftom  tbe  bold  of  tbe  vessel,  tbcy  bdMid 
tbe  deck  eovcnd  witb  blood;  and  tbe  captain  and  sailara 
bdonging  to  tbe  slaw  sitting  side  bj  side^  bomd  In  Irona. 
Ibm  bad  been  a  drsadfnl  stru^le,  bat  Tietoiy  waa  on  tbe  aide 
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of  inorcy.  Tlie  cnrgo  of  Africans  thus  cnpturcil  by  Bnh''=;li 
valour  were  brought  to  the  island  of  Trinidad  for  emancipation, 
Tlie  adults  were  employed  as  free  labourers ;  and  the  littlo 
people  were  placed  tinder  the  care  of  such  persons  as  were 
wilUng  to  engage  with  the  Government  by  indenture,  to  train 
{hem  up  in  hubits  of  indusliy,  and  in  leligiona  knowledge ;  and 
under  this  arrangement  little  Benomd  came  into  the  famOy  of 
ihe  writer  in  the  manner  already  mentioned. 

This  little  Negro  girl  lived  with  us  for  nine  years,  and  grew 
up  to  be  a  fine,  intelligent  young  woman.  Having  been  duly 
instmcted  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  His  Son  Jeans 
Christ,  and  having  given  evidence  of  a  work  of  grace  upon  her 
heart,  she*  was  solemnly  baptized  into  the  Ciiri^uau  faith,  and 
voluutarily  united  herself  in  church  fellowship  with  the  people 
of  God.  She  soon  learned  to  read  the  Scriptures  with  con- 
siderable fluency,  and  became  a  valuah]p,  industrious,  and 
attached  domestic  servant.  Her  temper  was  uaturaiiy  violent ; 
but  she  struggled  against  it  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  grace  of  God  was  triumphant.  On  our  first  removal  from 
Trinidad,  feeling  reluctant  to  take  Benonic  away  from  the  few 
friends  she  had,  whom  she  called  her  "  ship  sisters,"  from  their 
having  been  brought  from  Africa  in  the  same  slaver,  and  her 
"class  sisters,"  united  with  her  in  church  fellowship,  we 
obtained  for  her  a  comfortable  situation,  and  left  her  behind ; 
bnt,  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  she  actually  engaged  a  passage  in 
a  vessel  bound  for  Grenada,  where  we  then  resided,  and,  to  our 
surprise,  presented  herself  one  morning  at  the  door  of  the 
Mission  house,  declaring  that  she  eoulJ  not  live  without  us. 
After  this  she  continued  with  us  till  our  departure  for  England, 
when  she  manifested  the  most  genuine  and  heartfelt  grief  at 
our  separation  from  her. 

Thirteen  years  afterwards,  wo  received  a  letter  from  this 
•liberated  African  girl,  a  brief  extract  from  which  may  serve  to 
show  the  strength  of  her  affection,  and  the  injustice  of  the 
disparaging  assertions  which  hnvc  often  been  made  with 
reference  to  the  Negro 'race  "  I  have  been  so  overjoyed  from 
hearing  of  you,  that  I  actually  cannot  keep  my  eyes  from  tears. 
Ton  are  constantly  in  my  thoughts,  and  I  am  often  speaking  of 
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your  kindness  to  me.  t^iUin^  aside  my  complexion,  you 
treated  me  as  your  child,  nnd  br(>u«;lit  iin'  up  in  the  fear  a.ul 
love  <>f  God;  mu\  in  the  same  palU  I  have  endeavoufcJ  lo 
wnlk,  since  your  (li  j)arture.  I  ara  now  married  to  a  rp«pect- 
pious  votiu;^  man,  cue  of  my  own  rountr}'  })t'oplf,  aiul 
the  pretciitor  at  the  chapel.  We  have  three  children,  Jane. 
Williain,  aod  Samuel.  The  first  and  second  are  .luim^  after 
my  dear  mAttar  and  mistress.  We  live  in  our  oirn  fmu^r,  nnd 
have  a  small  portioa  of  land ;  for  wbidi  we  feel  indebted  to 
your  kiudneas,  as  ivc  pnidiaaed  them  wilh  the  money  I  received 
from  you.  O  how  I  wiah  you  were  near  to  me !  Still  lemem* 
lier  me  at  your  family  altar.  If  you  ahould  receiTe  this  letter. 
I  trust  I  may  be  spared  to  hear  from  you  again.  My  eudea- 
TOUT  is  to  live  to  the  glory  of  God;  and  I  trust,  if  we  nerer 
meet  here  on  earth  again,  we  may  meet  in  heaven*  to  part  no 
more  for  ever.  This  is  the  prayer,  dear  master  and  mistress,  of 
your  true  and  loving  strvaut/'  Siu  h  is  a  specimen  of  the 
grntitutU ,  atfection,  and  piety,  which  we  have  found  to  charac- 
ttrize  huii^lrrilT*  of  poor  African^!,  who  have  been  rtsrucd  from 
the  horrors  of  slaverv  bv  British  lihrr.ilitv  ;  and  wlin  hnvc 
also  been  brons^ht  into  *'  the  glorious  liberty  of  thf  t  hiidrcn  of 
God,"  through  the  instrumentality  of  Christian  Missions. 


CUAnER  IV. 
Bnonux  iXD  mum  BEnuoiEm 

Baslt  DiMaMrifs— PortofMw — IMk^ftwk — Kogluh—TniTvlirrv— 
Mnago  Park— Sctt!f7ntot« — St.  Vwal  de  Losndo — F<  miuiJo 
Jliptitt  Ml«W*--Chn»ti?)ti'jur^    RmI^  MiMtoouy  Society— KUulas 
— HwMipl    G<Mf— Lihrfi^McthoOiil  Epinopal  Cluvth. 

riirkM  a  xcry  rarly  p«  riod,  Northrm  Afrii.\i  h;is  fiirurrfi  on  thi* 
pn^c  of  histtiPk"  ;  tlif  M' liilrrrniUM'i,  hy  which  it  i*  ^o'linlril, 

being  tue  Uiost  Ska  of  the  ancients^  by  meatus  of  wluch  a  oon* 
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stani  interooime  was  kept  up  between  the  fionmbing  states  of 
«   Greece,  Borne,  Egypt,  and  Cartbage.   Herodotns,  tbe  earliest 
and  the  best  of  the  Greek  historians,  ^Tes  an  Interesting  acoonnt 

of  the  principal  cities  and  states  of  Xortlicrn  Africa,  which 
appear  in  his  time  to  have  advanced  to  a  pleasing  point  of  civi-' 
lization.  But  this  was  not  the  case  witli  "Western  Africa. 
])t  twi  ^^n  thn  two  conntries  lies  the  Great  Sahara,  a  vast  sandy 
desert,  which  can  only  be  passed  by  several  weelcs  of  toilsome 
travelling,  with  caravans  of  patient  camels,  scarcely  a  blade  of 
grass  or  a  drop  of  water  being  found  for  days  together.  This 
circumstance  may  serve  to  explain  the  reason  why  Western 
Africa  derived  so  little  benefit  from  that  portion  of  the  conti- 
nent so  highly  faTonred  and  celebrated  in  times  of  old. 

Tbe  earliest  European  discoreries  on  tbe  Western  coast  of 
Africa  were  made  by  the  Portnguese  navigators,  Femandes  and 
Lancelot ;  the  first  of  wbom  ascended  tbe  river  Senegal  in  tbe 
year  1447,  and  explored  tbe  surrounding  country  to  a  consider- 
able extent.  From  this  place,  a  Jalloff  Prince,  named  Bemoy, 
was  t.ikcn  to  Lisbon,  where  he  was  received  with  much  ciUhu- 
siasm,  both  by  the  King  and  the  people.  He  was  partially 
instructed  in  the  Christian  religion,  and  baptized  with  solcnui 
ceremnnv;  but,  on  the  voync^e  back  to  iits  own  country,  some 
altercation  took  place  between  iieuioy  and  the  commander  of 
the  ship  ill  which  he  sailed,  when  the  latter  stabbed  tbe  Negro 
Prince  on  board  his  vessel.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  Poitu- 
gnese  formed  any  permanent  settleme  nt  on  the  Senegal  at  this 
early  period ;  but,  in  tbe  year  1471,  we  find  the^  had  pushed 
tbeir  discoveries  as  far  as  tbe  Gold  Coast,  where  they  built 
Sbnina,  and  made  it  tbeir  capital  in  those  parts,  Tbej  also 
took  formal  possession  of  sevml  other  pkces  s  the  principal  of 
wblch  was  Congo,  where  they  fonned  a  settlement,  and  intro- 
duced Boman  Gatholie  Misstonaries,  with  a  view  to  convert  tbe 
natives  to  their  form  of  Christianity.  But,  althongh  it  is  stated 
that  one  old  Priar  baptized  700,000  Africans,  and  another 
800,000,  the  new  religion  seems  to  liavc  made  but  little  im- 
pression upon  the  people  generally.  We  do  not  kiiovv  at  what 
period  the  Fortuj^ucse  Missionaries  were  expelled,  or  abandoned 
their  work  at  the  Congo  ^  but  we  can  trace  their  CQuucxion  with 


Digitized  by  Google 


t  t 


PJLRT  I.— 'WISTSUN  APBIOA. 


tlio  oouotry  for  upvrards  of  two  hundred  yetrt.  Dtuing  tUs 
long  period,  a  jmileatioD  of  ChmUBnitjciktod ;  but  it  wat  ia  • 
form  little  better  than  heathanim  iladf ;  and  for  manj  Teait 
past  not  a  vestige  of  the  "  hdkf  Catholic  laitk  "  has  been  fonnd 
*on  the  banks  of  the  Zatre»  w  in  any  port  of  the  Coast  of 
Guinea. 

lu  the  course  of  time,  the  Portusnicsc  were  superseded,  in  a 
great  measure,  l>v  ihc  Ihitcli,  who,  haviitsj  become  a  powerful 
iitaiiuuio  pi'opb,  l^uok  posstession  of  Eltnitia,  auJ  other  import- 
aul  plnPTs  on  tht*  We>lcrn  Cousi  uf  Afrirn.  B^it  the  Dutch  did 
not  lonj^  CQiuiiiuc  iu;i«-trr>  of  the  sea,  or  the  ^ic  po««r«i«or9  of 
settlemculs  iu  this  part  of  the  world.  They  soon  found  powerful 
riTsIs  in  the  English  and  the  French,  who  now  bc<;nn  to  be 
more  than  erer  alive  to  the  profiialj!("  nature  of  the  Afirioaa 
trade  in  slaves,  gold,  and  ivorj.  The  moat  iattering  and 
extravajEant  aeoonnta  leaehed  Emope  of  the  eikent  of  the  gold 
trade  earned  on  in  the  interior,  and  n  spirit  of  mercantile  enter* 
prise  was  awakened,  sudi  aa  had  never  been  known  befote. 
There  was  a  general  desire  to  penetrate  at  onee  to  the  somoe  of 
the  amaxing  wealth  whieh  was  said  to  exist ;  and,  if  possible,  to 
get  acc«M  to  the  gold  mines,  which  were  supposed  to  be  in 
the  nrighhoufl.joJ  uf  Tluibuct.K«,  auil  tlir  luv'-trrious  Nisjer. 

In  ihe  year  IGIS,  a  Cofntu.iu  \v:i-4  formed  iti  K:i_'iai^d.  for  ihc 
purp<  ?L*  (if  exploring  the  lilviT  (iaiTibin.  uilli  a  to  th«* 

ohjfi.t>  \v.'  \\\*\  naniivi.    Tiny  wcViX  out  the  -  iine  viar 

Kichnnl  liiomiison,  n  person  of  considerable  spirit  enter* 
prise,  lie  was  put  in  charge  of  n  vessel  colled  the  Catherias»** 
of  B  hundrtnl  and  twenty  tons'  burden,  with  a  cargo  of  merw 
ehandise.  of  the  vahie  of  X2,0(I0,  that  he  might  tradi'  with  the 
natives  in  the  ooltrse  of  his  expedition.  In  the  aonth  oC 
December  he  entcrad  the  river,  and  proeeeded,  with  little  dift^ 
eolty,  as  laraa  Kassan,  a  eeasidsrabla  native  town,  abont  two 
hnndied  and  fift/  miles  Ikom  the  sea.  Hen  he  Mt  a  party  in 
cfaaripe  of  his  ship,  and  pnshed  on,  with  a  Ihr  men,  in  open 
boats,  to  expioie  the  Upper  Gambia.  Tin  Fortnguese,  who 
wete  still  nninmas  in  this  ptrt  of  Africa,  being  filled  with  ra;;« 
and  jfalou«.v  at  the  arrival  of  the  Briti-h  ^tr:lTl_M  r"*.  h  i!  upon 
Til  uui|>'9iiu  a  fueii,  ili  his  aUweucc,  aud  massacred  a  coaaudcrabie 
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number  of  them*  AHhoogh  unable,  with  his  remaining  foraOt 
to  arenge  this  outrage^  our  adventurer  maintamed  his  counge, 
asd  aeni  home  a  flattering  account  of  bis  protpects.  The  Com- 
pany waa  induced,  by  his  lepresentatione,  to  dispatch  another 
reeeel  to  join  him  *,  but  unfortunately  she  arriTed  at  the  most 
unhealthy  season  of  the  year,  and  lost  most  of  her  men  by  fever, 
soon  after  she  entered  the  river.  Still  the  Company  was  not 
t]iscoura5j;cd  by  this  disaster  ;  but  immediately  fitted  out  a  third 
and  larger  cxpcdlUon,  consisting  of  two  vessels,  the  "  Sion,"  of 
two  hundred  tons,  niiii  i  lie  kSt.  John,"  of  fifty.  The  coiriiijaiid 
of  tlu;  whole  was  given  to  Richard  .Tobson,  who  cn^^aged  in  th© 
enterprise  with  becoming  zeal  aud  earnestuess.  We  are  indebted 
to  this  geutlemau  lx>r  the  earliest  aud  the  best  accounts  of  the 
river  districts  of  Western  Africa. 

Jobson  and  his  party  entered  the  Gambia  in  November,  1620 ; 
but,  to  their  snrpnsc  and  dismny,  th^  soon  heard  that  Thomp- 
son had  perished  by  the  hands  of  his  own  men.  As  if  the  d«i> 
gefs  arising  from  the  character  of  the  dimate,  the  hostility  of 
the  natives,  and  the  enmity  of  the  Portuguese  was  not  sufficient, 
these  hardened  wretches  mutinied  against  their  commander,  and 
put  him  to  death,  for  what  cause  does  not  appear ;  and  thus  fell 
the  first  of  many  victims  in  the  cause  of  African  discovery. 
Tiie  enterprising  Jobson,  having  recovered  in  some  measure  from 
the  shock  uccasiuucd  by  the  melancholy  fate  of  his  predecessor, 
proceeded  to  Kassan.  Most  of  the  Portuguese  had  fled  before 
his  arrival ;  and  the  few  who  remained  professed  entire  ignorance 
and  great  horror  at  the  massacre  of  Thompson,  already  noticed. 
The  commander,  however,  gave  little  credit  to  their  professions; 
£or  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  they  were  already  secretly 
endeavouring  to  stir  u^  the  natives  against  him.  With  some 
difficulty,  Jobson  procured  a  pilot,  and  pursued  his  course  up 
the  river  as  far  as  the  Falls  of  Baraconda;  but  above  this 
point  he  found  the  navigation,  even  with  boata,  almost  imprac* 
ticable,  at  this  season  of  the  year.  In  addition  to  the  impedi- 
ment occasioned  by  the  strong  downward  current  of  the  stream, 
the  channel  was  found  to  be  frequently  interrupted  by  hidden 
rocks  and  sand-banks.  It  was  sometimes  necessary  to  drag  the 
boats  along  the  bauLa  of  the  river,  for  a  mile  or  two,  to  avoid 
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the  shoals  and  the  rapids,  and  then  to  launch  them  agsin  in 
ctoep  water.  Notwithstanding  every  difficull^t  <*xpet1iliaii 
pnihed  on  to  Tenda,  where  it  arrived  in  Jano«iy»  16i^l.  Um 
Hmj  vaet  with  Bnokar  Sm^  the  efaief  natiYe  nonchanl  on  the 
Gembia,  who  introdnoed  than  to  the  King*  Hb  mUb  MiQCtty 
wa»  highly  pteaied  with  the  pneente  whteh  were  tpiwid  hefoin 
liim,  and  allowed  the  stnngert  to  lenain  in  hia  coontr? ,  to 
tnde  with  his  people,  at  long  as  they  pleaaed.  They  might 
haie  cairied  on  their  traffic  on  a  large  and  profitable  scale,  had 
they  not  neglected  to  take  with  tlu  ni  a  ^uMirient  supply  of  salt, 
an  article  ahvnys  in  <;ri.nt  (Kia.md  in  the  interior  of  Africa.* 

As  the  dry  so;ison  advanced,  the  i^lrram  hrcame  more  and 
more  shallow,  so  that  our  vornr^er  foun<l  it  impo**:«ible  to  proceed 
any  further  up  the  river,  llr  rt'tiimed  with  the  full  int<'ntinn 
of  renewing  his  attempt  to  explore  the  ooantry  when  the  season 
should  be  aMne  favourable.  His  purpose  waa  nerer  accom- 
plttbedt  however ;  for  both  he  and  the  Company  with  which  he 
waa  connected  beeane  inrolved  in  quaneb  with  the  Gambia 
nerdiantav  whieh  raanlted  in  the  bmldng  of  the  egpedition> 
and  the  eauae  of  Afriean  diaeoToy  agvdn  langdahed. 

The  neit  attempt  to  eiploie  the  interior  of  Africa  bj  waj  of  tha 
Gambia  waa  nmde  in  the  year  178S,  when  the  Aftieaa  Company 
waa  organiaed  nnder  the  direetonhip  of  the  Duke  of  Chnidoa 
and  other  gentlemen  of  nmk  and  influence.  Captain  Sibbs  was 
the  person  intruistcd  with  the  commaiul  of  Uus  expedition  ;  and 
being  famished  with  the  uiual  means  of  nnvigating  the  river,  on 
the  7lh  of  Ootiihcr  in  the  same  vear,  hf  nrrived  at  JnuuV 
Island,  situatrd  iilvnit  thirty  rnilt-'S  from  tin'  8e:i,  on  which  had 
been  previoui»ly  formed  a  small  J^lish  settlement.  On  Ending 
that  Mr.  WiUy,  the  Oofemor,  waa  from  home,  on  a  voyage  op 

«  ThtMlimarAfticawiD  csl  sdt  wiih  as  «Mt  a  iciish  as  ABam  la 
Bs^luidwiBMtMvtf ;  aad  it  is  aseal  Iw  NcgnMS  of  soeM  nifMlabiMy 
to  cany  fkxm  of  roek-nh  ia  liKlita  powhst  mwfmM  from  thflMsk,  to 
he  epeit>iiUy  U  hand  wbco  rrqatred.  Wkrn  two  penodi  meet,  wImim 
thiu  provideJ  with  the  prrciou*  vtkk^  thqp  wiU  otcr  cnrh  other  their  piaee 
of  tall  to  Hick,  whilst  thcjr  hoU  a  cotiTtmtion  ;  jiut  lo  tlsr  ^Atnr  wrtr  t^st 
perf"»n-^  n  Hrilffrd  e^tn'rcs  wi'!  prj^Jacc  the  box,  otlcr  c^c]^.  k'llu-ri 
|itiu  h  w(  tuoff  or  a  pitTc  o(  toUcoM.   Sach  is  the  cD^aclte  of  Westsfa 
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the  river,  Sibbs  wrote  to  bimi  hni,  before  any  arrangeinentd 
mid  be  made,  intelligence  waa  received  of  tbe  Governor's  death, 
and  bis  body  was  brought  down  for  intennent  in  tbe  fort.  With 
ft  erew  of  eighteen  white  men  and  thirty  Is  egi  ots,  the  Captain 

began  to  ascend  the  river.  The  natives  were  everywhere  friendly ; 
but  he  experienced  the  same  difficulties  in  navigating  the 
stream  as  his  predecessors.  On  the  22nd  of  Fcbruaiy  he  found 
himself  sixty  miles  above  the  Falls  of  Baraconda ;  and,  the  i-easou 
l)eitm;  unfavourable,  he  was  unable  to  proceed  to  Teuda,  tlie 
point  which  Jobson  had  reached  before  him.  Disappointed 
with  the  general  appearance  of  the  coontiy,  and  folly  convinced 
that  the  Company  was  proceeding  in  error  in  their  attempts  to 
find  the  far-famed  land  of  gold.  Captain  Sibbs  abandoned  the 
undertaking ;  and  no  other  attempt  was  made  to  explore  this  part 
of  the  African  continent  for  sevond  years. 

Whilst  the  English  were  thns  engaged  in  exploring  the 
Gambia,  the  French  had  been  directing  their  attention  to  the  Se- 
nega], a  similar  river,  to  the  north;  which  was,  aoooiding  to  their 
geographers,  one  of  the  months  of  the  Niger,  and  the  stream 
which  was  to  lead  them  to  Timbuctoo  and  the  regions  of  gold. 
The  respective  expeditions  of  tht;  French  resulted  in  tlie  same  dis- 
appoiiiLiaciit  which  hvid  attended  the  efforts  of  the  English,  and 
were,  consequently,  pro»luctive  of  no  permanent  good. 

After  slumbering  again  for  nearly  a  century,  the  cause  of 
African  di«cover}^  was  once  more  revived  l)y  the  organization  of 
the  "  African  Association."  Lord  Rawden,  Sir  Jo.seph  Banks, 
the  Bishop  of  Landaff,  Mr.  Beaufoy,  and  Mr.  Stewart,  wcra 
nominated  managers  of  this  institution;  the  object  of  which  waa 
to  explore  the  interior  of  Africa,  not  by  means  of  large  maritime 
expeditions,  bnt  by  equipping  and  sending  forth  individual 
travellers.  With  this  view  they  raised  subscriptions,  and  looked 
ont  for  proper  persons  to  employ  in  their  service ;  and  it  is- 
a  remarkable  fact  that,  notwithstanding  the  hazardous  natnre  of 
the  undertaking,  a  larger  number  of  candidates  prellpted  them- 
selves than  was  required,  although  the  Association  only  offered 
to  pay  their  travelling  expenses. 

A  number  of  courageous  and  intrepid  tiavellers  now  went 
forth  in  rapid  successioD,  to  explore  the  interior  of  Africa  in 
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Tarioiift  difeoCioiit.  We  may  neiiUoii  tiie  muaes  of  Ledywrd.  Locm^ 
HoQgbtoo,  Clapperton,  Vuk,  tba  bfotlm  Lander,  Hornemaa, 
17ichollB»  Peddie.  CMopbell,  Gny,  Labg,  Waningtou,  Lahd. 
Oldfidd,  Bitdiie,  and  Lyon.  Sevetal  of  theae  daring  adfcntwea 

fell  a  sacrifice  to  tbe  climnte  before  ibcj  had  been  lon;^  in  Afnea ; 
whilst  otlicrb  were  ? jiaixd  to  rdurii  to  their  native  land,  nnd  to 
fttvoiir  the  public  with  iutcresting  accounts  of  their  tnitreh. 

I'rrlinps  tlio  most  favoured  nnd  wicccsaful  of  tli<  early 
Afrirau  travtlliT?  was  i1k-  rtlibmt^tl  Mnn^  Park;  niui  hnrins^ 
hvc-A  jtersonally  acquainted  with  several  places  whicli  iu-  \isiicd 
on  the  banks  of  the  Gambia,  the  writer  bas  pleasure  in  bearing 
bia  testimony  to  tbe  generml  accnrac)'  and  truthfubtets  of  the 
detcriptioiia  given  by  him,  in  his  inter^ling  foliunes,  of  the 
omintiy  tbrougb  whioli  ba  pataed,  and  of  tbe  mannera  and  babila 
of  tbe  reapeetive  native  tvibea  vidi  vbkb  be  eama  in  eontaeL 
Tbia  eireamatanea  moat  be  oor  apology  fat  a  brief  notiee  of  tbia 
diaUngnsabcd  and  lnwentfd  individnaL 

On  bearing  of  tbe  dealb  of  Uqer  Hoagbtoo,  tbe  Afrieaft 
Aaaoeiation  aeeepted  of  tbe  aefvieea  of  Mr.  Kongo  Park,  n 
native  of  Scollaud,  educated  for  the  medical  profession,  and  just 
rciiiru'  il  fioni  a  vovairc  to  India.  He  sailed  from  lV»rtsmontb 
on  tij'-  'J  Jiid  of  Ma\',  1795,  for  the  GurnMa  ,  up  riy  -r  he 

proceeded  to  riMoio.*    From  this  p«iat  he  pushed  ibrword 

*  It  w&*  on  ihit  ^ooney  Ih&t  r»fk  met  with  the  £oUowia|;  o^ectuif 
lnctdetit»  M  tn^  ekanelcnttie  of  Ncfio  hn^pit jaUy.  Bariag  naatlwd  m 
AAicM  viDagt  lata  !■  tbt  cvcoiag  of  i  itoruiy  Jay,  wtarj  and  bragij,  ka 
«t  dow  nder  a  tne.  Aa  oU  waaaa,  leleniag  tnm  tbe  kboui  of  tbi 
fcld,  dit  Micaft  of  I  mil— iiio  om  tba  bNNly  ttnuftr.  adi  ix^irod  hta  ta 
ioUovbar.  8ba  kd  !•  bv  baft,  pmand  a  fine  fi»h.  and  cooked  it  for 
bit  tapprr,  aad  apfcid  a  mU  an  lbs  ioor«  on  iriucb  ka  wm§jUL  rcehAc  hia 
WPA17  bnJ  for  thp  ni|;ht.  Iltr  maidruf  were  butHy  enga^r^  »|tiaDinf 
cvttuu  ;  and,  at  aiual.  thrv  acrompanii^^^  thnt  lahonr  with  a  aong,  ^nhirb  oititt 
havr  litrn  rtiinpocrd  imprompim  f^n  thr  i^  i-Mioo,  at  ihf  travcfkr  i  bicriiod 
ik»l  it  kad  refcrt-ac*  to  himself.    It     J,  ;r.  »!nuD«of  ali'ectiug  Mmplicity,— 

**  Tb«  K  icida  hkm,  ami  IJm  rain  fell  : 

Tht<  poor  white  man,  fainl  aai  wwy. 

Came  aod  Mt  aodcr  oar  tree. 

He  hat  do  mother  to  Wiag  him  anllt, 
^k^ir  Kiie  to  gnai  hia  cora. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAP.  IT. — SUSOPXAK  ASD  AUEJUCA^i  &£TTLXlC£IfXS.  77 

into  the  intoikir ;  ond,  after  passing  through  unparalleled  diffi- 
culties and  sufferings,  during  the  two  years  and  a  half  occupied 
by  his  travels,  he  returned  to  England  in  December,  1797  ;  nnd 
surprised  and  tN  liirhti  tl  the  people  with  a  thrilh'nj^  naiTative  of 
his  journey,  niici  his  discovery  of  tlic  source  and  character  of  the 
mighty  Niger.  About  seven  years  afterwards,  ^Ir.  Parle  ngain 
engaged  in  Afiican  exploration.  This  time  he  went  out  at  the 
head  of  a  large  expedition,  supported  by  Government,  which 
left  Portsmouth  on  the  SOth  of  January,  1805.  The  traveller 
pursued  the  same  route  as  before,  toaching  at  Goiee  on  his  way 
to  the  Gambia.  Before  the  expedition  had  penetiated  fiur  into 
ibe  interior*  it  was  overtaken  1^  the  rainy  season ;  and  moat  of 
the  men,  as  well  as  the  animals,  perished  in  tbe  wilderness* 
Park  poshed  on,  however,  thiongh  every  difficulty;  and,  at 
length,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Anderson,  his  brother-in-law,  and 
two  or  three  others  who  stiU  snrvived,  he  reached  the  banks  of 
the  2siger.  ^Vith  aujazing  labour  they  built  a  small  vessel,  and 
launched  it  on  the  mighty  river,  hoping  to  reach  the  Atlantic, 
and  thus  prove  the  truih  of  the  theory  which  Park  had  espoused. 
AH  went  well  till  they  came  to  a  place  called  Ijoussa,  where 
they  were  attacked  by  a  pnrty  of  natives,  and  tlic  remnant  of 
the  expedition  perished ;  with  the  exception  of  a  Negro,  who 
by  some  means  escaped,  and  who,  a  long  time  aflerwards, 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  coast  with  the  sad  tidings  of  the 
disaster. 

Having  thns  briefly  traced  the  progress  of  the  earliest 
attempts  which  were  made  to  explore  the  interior  of  Western 
Africa,  we  would  now  direct  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the 
permanent  settlements  which  have  been  formed  hj  European 
and  other  nations  on  various  parts  of  the  coast.  We  are  tbe 
more  anxious  to  do  this,  because  most  of  these  establishments 
have  been  connected  with  philanthropic  and  praiseworthy  clloi  ts 
to  civilize  and  evangelize  the  long  oppressed  and  neglected 
inhabitants  of  the  African  continent. 

Many  changes  have  taken  place  since  the  ^Vestem  Coast  of 

Ckom,  let  HI  pify  the  poor  wUte  nan : 

No  notber  Ins  he  to  bring  him  nuD^ 
Kor  wilb  to  grind  hia  eofo.'* 
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Aftica  wu  first  Tinted  l>y  the  maek  of  diffeieiii  Evropen 
nationt.  Some  of  those  powen»  wbidi  were  onee  to  potent, 
have,  by  decrees,  dwindled  down  to  a  mere  nominal  exiatenea; 
wbiltt  othen  hate  rim  to  a  poaition  of  fiiond  pre-emineoea. 

The  only  colonial  possessions  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  are 
those  of  the  Fortu^ucso,  the  Spaniards^  tlic  Duue$,  iLc  iJulcli, 
the  rrciich,  the  Americans,  and  the  English. 

The  rortTi^uesc  sctUtiucnts  nrc  chiefly  confined  to  iM  iii^uela, 
Angola,  :iiul  Congo;  ihf  (vijutal  of  their  possessions  in  these 
parts  being  St.  Paul  de  Loaiido.  Brit  these  placts  hfin-  situ- 
ated on  that  part  of  the  continent  niiich  may  properly  be  deno- 
minated the  South- Western  Coa«t  of  Africa,  they  scarcely  belong 
to  the  portion  of  country  now  nnder  oonaideratioD.  Nothing  ia 
being  done,  ao  fax  as  we  know,  in  eonnexion  with  these  oobniei^ 
for  the  eiviliiatioa  of  the  nati?e  tribea  in  their  vicinity ;  the 
attention  of  the  ooloniata  being  confined  abnoat  oxduaiTelj  to 
mercantile  purauita.  Uany  prifate  eatabliihmenta,  belonginit 
to  indindoal  Portngneae  merehanta,  may  be  Ibnnd  on  other 
parta  of  the  eoaat ;  but  these  are  generally  formed  on  landa 
brlonginfj  to  the  native  Chiefs,  and  exist  for  the  avowed  p«r- 
|K)se  of  rarrjing  on,  liv  stealth,  the  infamous  j^hive  trade.  This 
bcinj^  the  case,  tlicy  cannot  lu'  aclvnowh-fli^i  tl  ;in<I  pn  teetul  by 
the  rnrtugiieac  Govtruuieiit,  with  whuni  the  Eni^ji-^:.  have 
formed  a  compact,  disallowing  the  traffic  in  human  ht  iiu'^ 

The  Spanish  posscs^iions  in  Western  Africa  are  Innited  to 
Fernando  Fo»  a  small  isUnd  in  the  Gulf  of  Guinea,  about  ten 
miles  from  the  main  land,  in  lat.  3*  6'  north,  and  loog.  V  30*  east. 
The  island  ia  about  thirty  miles  long,  and  twenty  broad  ;  and« 
tiatng  to  a  considerable  elevation  in  the  centre^  it  ia  high^ 
eateened  for  the  oomparattTe  aahihrity  of  its  dimale.  It  baa  a 
witire  popolation  of  ita  own,  of  a  wild  and  barbarous  charaeCar, 
eaQed  Boohoea.  boaidaa  a  nnmber  of  Xegroea  behmguig  to 
diSemit  tribea  on  the  oontinant,  who  hm  been  dmwn  thither 
by  the  profitable  employment  aflbrded  by  the  shipa  which  6e- 
<jnent!y  put  in  to  the  harbour.  The  principal  town  was  formerly 
called  Clarence,  but  now  is  styled  Sauta  habtl,  i-*  ^  tu:i:t  d  ou 
the  enst  side  of  the  isLind.  l>uring  a  long  c  ur-^  uf  vears, 
Feruaudo  To  was  held  by  the  Euglisii,  under  a  special  agree- 
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ment  with  the  Government  of  Spain ;  but,  a  few  years  ago,  iliia 
arrangement  terniiuated,  when  the  SpamanU  resuiued  possession 
of  it,  and  proceeded  to  form  a  permanent  settlement.* 

Whilst  Fernando  Po  was  in  the  possession  of  the  English, 
the  Baptist  Missiouar^r  Society  commenced  n  Mission  in  the 
islandt  for  the  benefit  of  the  native  population  of  all  classes* 
Having  surmounted  most  of  the  difliculties  incident  to  the  for^ 
mation  of  a  sew  station  among  a  heathen  people,  the  Mission- 
aries were  soon  favoured  with  a  pleasing  measure  of  suooess, 
A  small  Christian  church  was  oiganized,  of  the  few  natives  who 
had  been  hopefully  oonverted  to  Ood,  and  eveiy  thing  woie  a 
promising  aspect,  when  the  establishment  was  entirely  broken 
up  by  the  stringent  and  persecutbg  measures  adopted  by  the 
Spanish  Government,  on  resuming  possession  of  the  jilaee. 
TIjc  Governor  required  the  whole  of  the  population,  witiiouL 
exception,  to  coniorm  to  the  llomaii  Catholic  religion;  and 
every  thing  like  toleration  was  totally  ignored.    The  Mission- 

*  The  f«dloirisg  Item  of  iatelligenee,  reeenily  reodveil  from  Femsndo 

Fo}  may  serve  to  illttftrate  the  state  of  society  in  that  place,  and  the  feelings 
which  exist  between  the  natives  and  the  colonists  : — "  On  Sanday,  the  Ist 
of  September,  X861,  Mr.  Thomas  B.  Lee,  formerly  Secretary  to  the  British 
Consul  at  Fernando  Po,  nnd  lately  in  tlie  employ  of  ^Ir.  Lynslag^cr,  the 
princijjal  merchant  of  that  island,  went  ou'i  for  a  svalk  iu  the  dirtctiou  of  the 
'interlLir,  startini^  from  Santa  Isabel,  the  capital.  He  seems  to  liave  lost  his 
way,  aud  to  have  fallen  iu  with  some  of  the*  aborigines  of  the  place.  These 
entertain  hoatile  fecliugs  towards  the  Spaniards,  to  whom  the  island  belongs ; 
and  prohaUy  n^itakiiig  Hr.  Lee  for  one  of  the  Spanish  ofBdals,  they  led 
him  to  s  bye-path,  md  there  seised  hun,  and  made  him  take  off  his  clothes. 
3fr.  Lee  imphmd  them  to  qiare  his  life,  promiungthem  a  handsome  zemrd 
if  they  would  conduct  him  ufdy  to  the  town.  Bat  the  ni01and  had  reeolTed 
to  sacrifice  to  one  of  their  iroila.  named  Oumorh,  some  Spaoiaid,  as  they 
beheved  that  their  deities  refused  to  send  rain  on  account  of  the  presence  of 
these  Enropcans.  They  bound  Mr.  Lec,  and  nmrilcred  him  in  the  most 
horrible  manner.  His  remains,  fri_^htfully  disfigured,  were  discovered  n  few 
day*  afterwards,  in  a  lonely  spot  by  the  sea-side,  between  three  atones,  his 
cloll'jjs  beinu:  fuuud  near  the  sanie  place.  On  the  30tli  of  .Si  plcmber,  tha 
Chiefs  of  the  principal  Boobee  towns  were  scut  fur  to  Sunla  Ihabcl,  aud 
brought  the  supposed  murderer  with  them ;  who,  on  being  questioned,  oa 
his  oath,  as  to  whether  he  was  guilty  or  not>  and  replying  in  the  negative, 
was  allowed  to  go  fieehy  the  Spanish  uithoritieB."— **  West  Aixioaa  Henid,'* 
October  26th,  1861. 
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arics  were  tberefom  obliged  to  leniove  to  the  eontiiieiit,  with 
such  of  their  people  as  were  able  to  ncoorapany  them  ;  where, 
after  a  considerable  period  of  irinl  aii  l  sufTering,  from  the 
uuhe;iUliiii(v«;«^  of  ihc  cViumtc  auJ  ulhcr  diHiculties,  tliev  were 
a<jnin  blc^^nl  wiili  fruit  to  their  labours.  The  loss  to  the 
Society,  hotii  ti  iiporn!  mid  spiritml,  occneioiu-d  hy  these  un- 
toward circ  iiii<t;ni(  c:?,  ua*'  very  serioui.  ;  and  it  n  it  till 
several  years  afterwards,  when  the  British  Govern tnent  had 
interfered,  that  some  compeiiMiion  was  awarded  by  the  Spaniards 
for  the  build in^^s  and  other  property,  which  iraie  neoeiaarfljr 
aacrificed,  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  Mission. 

The  Danea  eatabliabed  tbemaelTea  at  an  caily  period  in 
Westera  A&ica ;  and  they  atill  poeacaa  aemal  small  settlements 
on  the  coast  of  Oniiiea.  The  principal  of  these  is  Christiaii- 
hnig,  or  Danish  Ahra ;  aitnated  in  lat.  S7*  ft'  north,  and  long. 
1ft*  ft'  east,  dose  to  the  sea  shore.  Besides  the  castle  or  for- 
tiesa  in  which  the  Governor  and  ; .  ipal  officials  Kstde^  the 
town  does  not  contain  many  houses  of  consequence.  There  are 
a  iiuiuScr  ui  Ncgru  huu,  Lowcveri  aud  a  CAiUaidt  rablc  uit:bt:4 

In  the  year  encouraged  by  tho  "Hanish  Guvtniiacnt, 

the  Basle  Missionar\'  Society  scut  uut  live  Missionnri<*^  to 
Christianburg ;  but  they  ^^^n  c\\}vr.^v.f\'d  the  dcbili*  tini; 
and  fatal  influence  of  the  climate.  Mr.  Wulf  died  shortly  nflcr 
his  arrival ;  Mr.  llcyic,  suffering  from  a  daOfOoos  illness^ 
rtturin  l  C  nnnuy,  and  Mr.  Sessing  accompanied  him; 
whilst  Mr.  il*iult,  having  had  repc:ited  attacks  of  fevtr,  was  a 
WTcdL  both  in  body  and  mind.  Mr.  Kipling  alone  remained 
effectiTc,  and  he  accepted  the  office  of  Colonial  Chaplain ;  ao  that 
the  Utasion  to  the  natires  was  for  a  time  virtnaUy  lelinqoishcd. 
In  IdSi,  Mr.  Sessing  letttmed  to  Christianhnrg,  accompanied 
by  thfia  new  MIssionaries>  the  whole  of  whom  were  eaOed  awi^ 
by  death*  soon  alter  they  landed  on  the  sboret  of  Africa.  Mr. 
Kipling  and  Mr.  Sessing  had  soon  afterwards  to  kfiff  for 
l.arupc,  with  their  health  v  [ujilrldy  ihatler^^l ,  and  the  colony 
Wtt3  t'lKV  i.;vin  Irfi  wilL-Ul  ii  CLr>li.i:i  li  ai-lu.T. 

W  Leu  llit:  l»a«le  .Missionary  So4^i*.ly  rt-coiiJiin  luxd  it*  laHours 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  a  new  stAtkm  was  formed,  at  a  place 
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called  AkropoDg,  a  few  miles  to  the  nortiheast  of  Akra;  but  bo 
improTement  in  the  climate  aeems  to  BaTe  been  ex|>arieiioed. 
In  1835,  we  find  Hr«  Bus  left  a  solitaiy  labourer  at  this  place ; 
the  two  MisBionariea  who  had  gone  oat  with  him— one  of  whom 
was  a  medical  man — ^having  both  died  shortly  after  their  arrival 
in  the  eonntiy.  ScTeral  other  Missionaries  followed  in  rapid 
succession,  none  of  whom  survived  long  enough  to  allow  of 
their  engaginpj  in  active  labour.  In  181-3,  u  small  colony  of 
twenty-four  Cliristian  Xegroes  were  brouglit  from  Jaiiuiica  by 
Mr.  Rus,  and  his  colleague,  Mr.  Wildman,  \Yit]i  a  view  tu  aid 
in  the  work  of  evangelization,  and  to  give  the  natives  a  speci- 
men of  living  Christianity,  in  the  family,  the  workshop,  and  the 
field.  These  colonists  soon  i;avo  tlie  Missionaries  more  anxiety 
thau  the  natives,  being  evidently  dissatisfied  with  their  lot,  and 
desirous  of  returning  to  the  West  Indies.  Notwithstanding  the 
fearful  mortality  among  their  agent?,  and  other  difficulties,  the 
Society  still  persevered  in  their  labours ;  and  it  would  appear 
that  a  measure  of  sneoess  has  crowned  their  endeavours,  as  they 
bave  now  three  principal  stations  on  the  Gold  Coast,  namely, 
Chrbtianbn^,  Akropong,  and  Ussu* 

The  Patch  possessions  in  Western  Africa^  onoe  so  .numerous 
and  iniloential,  are  now  limited  to  Elmina,  or  Patch  Akra,  in 
latitude  5*  10'  north,  and  ioogitude  2^  80'  west.  This  place  was 
built  by  the  Portuguese  in  1481, and  taken  from  them  by  the  Dutcli 
ill  1637,  and  afterwards  secured  to  tliciii  by  treaty.  Eiauna 
stands  on  a  peninsula,  formed  by  a  small  river,  whieh  runs  for 
some  distance  almost  parallel  with  the  sea.  The  castle  is  a  respect- 
nbk*  edifice,  and  lias  two  approaches  ;  one  from  the  town,  where  it 
is  streugtiiened  by  a  double  ditch,  over  which  are  draw-bridges; 
the  other  adjoining  the  river,  where  there  is  a  small  gate,  at  an  ele- 
vation of  twelve  feet,to  which  an  ascent  is  formed  by  a  steep  ladder. 
A  fort  is  also  built  on  an  adjoining  eminence ;  so  that  the  place  is 
well  defended  against  an  enemy.  In  1781,  it  repulsed  a  respect- 
able English  force ;  but  this  was  attributed  to  a  want  of  concert 
between  the  British  commanders.  The  town  is  large,  but  dirty 
and  unwholesome;  and  the  river,  though  small,  is  navigable  ibr 
▼essds  of  one  hundred  tons'  burden  at  high  water.  The  population 
is  estimated  at  16,000,  and  consists  of  merchants,  artizans,]^and 
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fislwnDen ;  many  of  whom  arc  respectable  persons  of  colour,  and 
poimied  of  considerable  wealth.  The  standard  of  morality  at 
Elmina,  as  at  most  of  the  settlemeots  on  the  Weslam  Coesi  oC 
▲frtca,  it  said  to  be  veiy  low  ;  and  we  are  not  aware  of  aagr 
efforts  made  in  oooaesioawith  thisooloiqr  for  the  eva^gditatMNi 
of  the  natifet. 

The  French  ha?e  seferal  tmaU  settlements  in  Wesfem  Alnee, 
the  pcincipal  of  which  are  situated  on  the  riTcf  Sensigal*  On  a 
small  ishmd^  called  Si.  Lonis»  in  laiitude  10*  north,  and  longi* 
tilde  18*  east,  about  thirty  nules  from  the  sen,  stands  the  capital 
of  their  possessions.  The  town  consists  of  a  fort,  a  hospital,  a 
Koiium  Catlolic  chiircii,  and  about  thirty  dwelling  hou-v,  huilt 
of  brirk,  ^utl^  a  ].ir'^c  uumlier  of  Negro  ImU.  The  population 
is  tatimtitcd  at  10,00U,  hik!  the  priiioij);i!  tr.uli-  is  iu  gold,  ivory, 
guni,  nnd  hfr«>*-wax.  Althougli  foiui-iiiini  for  traffic  with  tlic 
njiinc  tribes  of  llic  iatcriur,  t)ie  stltlcineiit  is  rrrtdtrctl  dithcult 
of  access  by  n  shifting  bar  of  sand  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
which  rei|uires  the  greatest  care  and  skill  on  the  part  of  the 
pflot  in  chaige  of  the  vessel  bound  for  St.  Louis.  For  the 
distance  of  sercnty-iivc  miles»  the  riter  Senegal  is  separated 
from  the  sea,  with  which  it  runs  neariy  parallel,  only  by  a  ridgo 
of  sandt  when  it  takes  a  sudden  turn  towards  the  interior  cC 
the  oonntiy.  This,  like  moat  of  the  other  settlemenU  on  the 
ooast,  has  passed  through  Tariona  Ticissitades.  In  1768,  it  was 
taken  by  the  English;  and,  allhongh  it  was  oonftnned  to  then 
hy  the  tnety  of  peace  in  176$,  it  was  restored  to  the  Fnmeh, 
liy  mutual  a»;recment,  in  17SS  ;  from  which  pcrioU 
sinee  remained  in  their  possession. 

The  island  of  Gorec  nho  beloii-i  to  the  French.  Ti;i>  ii  a 
ruuiautii;  hllle  i§l.ind,  aljiout  eighty  miles  to  tho  north  ^  t'  the 
mouth  of  th*  (ijiiihij,  .iiiii  dtily  }il>ont  n  Ifrf^u-  froiii  tl;<-  thore 
of  Capt;  \Lid.  It:*  cliitt  iijjportauc*  isi  dcfivrd  from  it§  com- 
maii^'iTi'T  iitunlii)u  as  a  plu  -  of  n^ort  and  protection  for  the 
commerce  of  the  ncigbbouring  coast.  On  a  san^y  point  of  Und» 
at  the  loot  of  a  rooky  eminence,  stands  the  town,  which  contains 
some  good  huihlingi,  indudiog,  as  oiual,  a  hfttpital  and  n 
Ti.v.i.i.'j  .-lurrh.  Towering  aboTo  the  whole  nuf  he  seen  the 
Foit  of  fit.  Michael,  ready  to  open  its  te  upon  ai|y  cnsnv  whioh 
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may  dare  to  approach.  The  popuhitioii  is  estimated  at  seveu 
thousand,  six  thousand  of  llic  iiiliabiumts  being  slaves  at  the 
time  of  emancipation.  A  lonsidprable  trade  is  curicd  on  with 
the  natives  on  the  mainlaiul,  who  give  hides,  gold,  ivory,  and 
becs'-wax  for  various  articles  of  European  manufacture.  In  the 
year  ISOO,  Goree  was  surrendered  to  the  British;  but  it  was 
retaken  by  the  French  in  January,  1804,  who  were  obliged  to 
surrender  it  again  in  March  foliomng.  It  was  finally  restored 
to  the  French,  however,  at  the  general  peace  of  1814. 

In  addition  to  the  flettlemente  already  mentioned,  the  Frendi 
daimed,  and  held  for  many  ytm^  a  saail  trading  esiaUiahnei^ 
on  the  northern  bank  of  the  river  Gambia,  called  Albreda,  whidi 
fieems  to  have  been  reserved  by  them  at  the  time  that  St. 
Maiy'a  was  given  up  to  the  Englieh,  and  Ooree  ceded  to  the 
Trench.    It  was  always  a  suljeet  of  annoyance  to  the  English 
merchants  trading  on  the  Gambia,  as  a  spirit  of  jealousy  and 
rivalry  was  constantly  maintained.    This  difBculty  was  finally 
settled,  however,  a  few  years  n^o,  by  a  mutual  arrangcim  ut 
between  the  two  Governments.    In  1S57,  Queen  Victoria  and 
the  Emperor  of  the  French  concluded  a  treat}'  to  prevent  mis- 
nnderstaudin^'--  with  regard  to  trade  in  Westprn  Africa.  By 
this  treaty  the  Qucpu  relinquish^  the  ri<_^ht,  hitherto  enjoyed  by 
her  subjects,  of  trading  along  that  part  of  the  coast  which 
•extends  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  John  to  the  bay  and 
port  of  Portendic,  inclusively ;  and  the  French  Emperor  ceded 
to  her  Britannic  Majesty  the  French  factory  at  Albreda,  on  the 
river  Gambia,  together  with  all  possessions  and  rights  pertaining 
to  the  said  factory. 

We  now  come  to  notice  those  settlements  which  have  been 
Ibrmed  on  the  Western  Coast  of  Africa,  not  merely  for  the 
prosecution  of  trade  and  eommeroe,  but  avowedly  for  philan* 
thropic  and  religious  objects, ^to  promote  the  oivilusatbn  and 
the  evangelization  of  the  deeply  injured  and  neglected  native 
tribes. 

LIBEBIA. 

This  is  the  name  given  to  a  district  on  the  coast  of 
Guiuea,  in  consequence  of  its  having  first  been  colonized  by 
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libttited  ilftfca  and  h»  people  of  cobur  from  Americi.  H 
cmbnoet  an  extent  of  about  tax.  bundred  iiiilet»  from  Grand 
Cape  Monnt  to  tbe  Golf  of  Guinea ;  tbe  oapital  of  tbe  settle* 

ment  being  situated  in  latitude  6*  north,  aod  lona^itude  10^ 
wc^t.  Under  the  auspices  of  the  "  Amoiicaii  IVjloni/.alioii 
Society,"  tlie  tirst  fetllers  j)ro€4;c4lcd  to  Africa  in  1S22,  ulu  n  a 
tract  of  laud  was  purchased  from  the  uatives,  inclvjiliii^'  o 
Hesurado  and  the  ncighbourini;  plains.  The  plan  ol"  a  tuwu, 
called  MonroTin,  was  no.v  fonut  il,  and  dwrlHu;;  hou^i  <  of 
various  kinds,  according  to  tbe  means  of  the  colonists,  began  to 
rise  in  rapid  snccession.  At  ffeth  emigrants  arrived,  from  year 
to  jear.  additional  landa  were  eeoued  from,  the  neighbouring 
natiTe  tribes,  to  the  extent  already  mentioned.  Tbe  greater 
part  of  the  early  settlers  were  men  of  decided  piety,  who  sought* 
in  the  land  of  tbeir  forefatbera»  a  fefage  from  the  indignttiea  to 
wbkfa  tbej  were  expoeed  in  Ameiica  on  acoonnt  of  tbeir  com* 
plenoir.  By  tbeir  just,  humane,  and  benevolent  poticy,  tbcf 
bave  gained  an  aitoniabiDg  tnflnenee  over  tbeir  beatben  neigb- 
hom,  wbicb,  it  ia  to  be  boped,  may  ultimately  itanlt  in  an 
extensive  diseeminatfen  of  tbe  Goepel  of  Christ 

When  we  contemplate  the  American  settlement  of  Liberia  as 
a  grand  expcrinnnt  in  Christian  roli-jii/.iition,  we  must  l)r  ar  in 
mind  the  fiict  that  il  is  not  a  colony  deprndciil  \ipou,  i*ud 
pf^^(tlitd  by,  the  pnrf»nt  «tnte?  ;  but  a  dijtiiu-t  and  separate 
CO  minors  wealth.  'iho  |>€ople  clict  their  own  rrt-iidrnts  atid 
Keprt>ri)tatiires  in  Coui:rr>s,  acfon'.itiu'  to  ;i  rogidnr  r'ln-^tittitioD, 
framed  on  republican  principinj ;  and  display  a  degree  of  intelli- 
gence  in  managing  their  aSiaiia  highly  creditable  to  tbeir  abititj, 
and  calculated  to  rebut  tbe  insinuarinn'  which  have  aomctimea 
been  ptit  forth  by  the  enemies  of  freedom,  as  to  the  supposed 
mental  infetioritf  of  penona  of  African  descent.  Manj  diA> 
cultkt  bad  to  be  enconntered  on  tbe  first  commencement  of  tbo 
lettlemc&t;  but  most  of  tbcse  bave  now  been  snrmomtedt  and 
tbe  infant  rcpnUie  bids  Ikir  to  answer  tbe  benevolent  dctigBs  of 
its  founden.  In  Monrovia  a  number  of  good  substantial 
buildings  bave  been  ended,  indnding  tbe  Government  bo«scw 
Court  bouse,  and  diurcbet  and  schools  belonsring  to  different 
dcnominatiotis  of  Chhitiaus.     OihiT  to»u»  Lu^e  ul»o  Umju 
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erected  in  different  parU  of  tbe  country,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
Innd  lias  been  brought  under  profitable  cultiyation.  The  land 
is  said  to  be  remarkably  fertile,  and  well  adnpied  for  all  kinds 

of  tropicfll  produce.  The  siigar-cnne,  as  well  as  the  coffee 
plant,  thvivcs  well  here;  and  there  is  a  fail  prospect  of  a  prood 
supply  of  cotton,  specimens  of  which  have  recently  been  scut  to 
Eiiglajul,  and  pronounced  of  fine  quality  by  the  ^lanchester 
Cliaiiiber  of  Commerce.  There  are,  moreover,  exported  every 
year  from  this  place  considerable  quantities  of  palm  oil,  ivory, 
tortoise-shell,  dye  woods,  gold,  hides,  and  wax;  whilst  the 
imports  consist  of  the  manufactures  and  products  of  the  four 
quarters  of  the  world.  Mechanics  of  nearly  every  trade  may 
be  seen  enrrinng  on  their  respective  professions ;  and,  altogether, 
the  new  little  Christian  empire  wears  an  aspect  of  industry  and 
progress  which  may  well  enooumge  the  brightest  antidpatioaa 
of  the  genuine  philanthropist. 

It  is  a  pleasing  fact  that  the  spiritual  interests  of  the 
colonists  and  of  the  neighbouring  native  tribes  have  not  been 
neglected.  The  ilmerican  Board  of  Missions,  the  Episcopalians^ 
€he  Ba])tists,  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churdi,  have  all  formed 
Mission  stations  in  different  parts  of  Liberia ;  and  the  results 
of  their  united  labours,  in  establishing  Christian  schools  and 
evangeliziiiij:  the  people,  have,  on  the  whole,  been  encouraging. 
The  Missionary  Committee  of  the  Methodist  Epi<5copal  Church 
have  organized  their  stations  in  Liberia  into  a  separate  Con- 
ference, and  ordained  a  coloured  Minister  as  Bishop,  to  preside 
over  the  work,  wliich  is  said  to  be  in  a  pleasing  state  of 
prosperity.  This  body  now  numbers  about  twenty  ordained 
Ministers,  two  thousand  church  memberSi  and  three  tbousand 
scholars  in  the  respective  Mission  schools. 

In  common  with  other  simihir  philanthropio  enterprises,  the 
settlement  of  Liberia  has  had  its  enemies.  It  was  inaugurated 
in  the  midst  of  a  fieiy  controversy,  which  raged  tot  a  length  of 
time  in  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  course  of  which  ite 
founders  were  charged  with  entertaining  sentiments  directly  at 
▼ariance  with  the  best  iuterests  of  the  Negro  race ;  and  the 
members  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  were  denounced 
ab  the  fiieada  of  slavery.    But  the  prosperity  of  the  infant 
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muDOinraaHh  hat  long  stnoe  sflenoed  these  dasdenm 
imtniiilioiit;  and  tlie  whole  tmderlaking  bas  been  pioTed  to  be 
in  fitvoor  of  fifeedcm. 
From  the  Beports  which  heve  been  iHihllihed  of  the  tdd 

Colonization  Society,  it  appears  that  the  expenditure  involved 
iu  the  purchase  of  laud,  aud  the  bcndiiiL;  of  cuu;;r.iiits  ta 
Liberia,  from  lS2i)  to  1^50,  was  ahoul  1,250,000  dollars. 
AVitli  this  coniparativily  simul  >umi,  5?ix  hundred  Uiiles  of  sta- 
coast  Ijarp  bfcii  redfcmi-tl  from  shvcry  and  iKc  slnTe  trade;  nnd 
a  flourishing  Christian  state  founded,  with  a  population  of  about 
150,000,  chiefly  natives,  who  seem  willing  to  conform  to  the 
jumogetnenti  of  their  more  enlightened  brethren  who  have  come 
fiom  America.  Tlie  total  number  of  enugrents  sent  to  Libcrin, 
by  the  Free  Colonization  Sooie^,  end  ita  respective  auxiliariet. 
during  the  period  above  named»  wu  6,816*  Of  the  whole 
narnbcr  stnt  from  Ameriea,  S,815  were  bom  free,  165  p«r- 
chaeed  their  own  freedom,  and  8.6S6  were  emancipated,  with 
the  new  of  tlieir  going  to  Liberia.  The  expeoae  of  tending 
each'eolomit,  and  supporting  him  for  eix  mootht  after  hie 
itriTal,  together  with  n  hooMeleed  of  five  aeree  of  land,  ie  from 
eixty  to  eighty  doUers.  The  Colonization  Society  givee  the 
passage,  furnishes  provisions  aud  medical  aid,  with  a  comfort- 
able hou<^r,  for  the  tir>t  six.  months,  ly  each  emigrant  guiu^  ta 
Lilwria,  be^ide«  the  gift  of  the  homestand. 

It  is  iin])osbiblv  to  say  uhat  elin  t  the  roncln^ion  of  t lie  civil 
wur  ux  Auurira,  and  the  :;en(  r  !  •  :i.ain  ipaliua  of  the  sl.ive-,  will 
havf  n\u}[i  I  lie  future  hijitorj  ul  Liberia.  If  a  consideniUe 
niimber  of  the  recently  freed  men  of  the  Tuited  States  should 
wish  to  go  out  and  joia  their  brethn  n  in  Africa,  they  will  now 
bave  jMiOitiee  Ux  doing  so  which  ihgy  never  po^scssetl  Ih  fores 
aad  mtKj  he  the  meant  of  ttrragthening  the  eetUcment,  if  they 
prove  to  be  em%mnte  of  eober,  indoetriona,  eteadj  habita. 
Whatever  eveata  may  oeeur  in  the  future,  the  genuine  Chrietiaa 
pbilalhiupiel  mnal  fed  inteieeted  in  the  wtlbre  of  a  eettlemeni 
wUdi  ia  eo  i«ttmete|y  eoonccted  with  the  eanee  of  freedom,  and 
with  the  fwimi  wdfrie  of  Ibe  Weetern  Coeit  of  Affiea. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

EVOUSH  SmLEMmS  AM)  MISSIOITS. 

EnOLAND^s  true  Glozy— SlIEBA  Leone— Design  of  the  Settlement— Barij 
Difficulties— Commeneement  of  Missions— Great  Mcvtality — Progress 
of  the  Work — Blessed  Hesalts — Capk  Coast  Settlemknt — The 
Castle — War  with  Native  Tribes — Missionary  Labours— Death  of 
Mij^aionariea — DUUcultics  overeome — Native  Assistants — Present  State 
of  ih(  Work — The  Gambia — De&cription  of  St.  Mary's — Commonce- 
incut  of  tiie  Mission — Diacouragemcuts — Native  Converts — Deutii  of 
AiinoDincs, 

Every  enlightened  and  patriotic  Briton  must  rejoice  in  the 
coikteniplation  of  Enjjlaud's  true  glory.  We  refer  nut  now  to 
England's  mighty  nrmy,  her  powerful  navy,  or  iier  exteii-ive 
coninierce,  but  to  England's  Christianity.  It  is  a  grand 
thonprlit,  that  the  sun  never  sets  on  Queen  Victoria's  vast 
dominions,  that  the  l^ritish  flag  floats  in  every  sea  ;  but  it  is  a 
grander  thought  still,  that  the  name  of  England  is  every  wht^re 
associated  with  liberty,  justice,  and  humanity ;  and  that  she 
stands  first  among  the  nations  in  her  efforts  to  extend  the 
blessings  of  Chnstian  civiliasation  to  other  lands  less  fiivonred 
than  herself. 

We  have  seen  how  the  British  Goreniment  acted  in  tho 
natter  of  slaveiy  and  the  slave  trade ;  and  hoir  individiial 
philanthroinsts,  as  well  as  associations  of  Christian  men,  exerted 
themselves  to  wipe  away  the  stain  which  so  long  marred  the 
fair  fame  of  onr  national  charaeter,  in  common  with  that 
of  other  countries.  We  are  now  to  contemplate  the  philan- 
thropie  labours  of  England  and  English  associations,  on 
Lelinir  of  the  long  enslaved  and  down-troddcu  sons  and 
daughters  of  Harn,  as  ihey  linve  been  developed  in  the  perma- 
nent scttlemenu  and  Chnstian  Missions  Tvhich  have  been 
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estabUsbed  on  tlie  Wettern  Coast  of  Africa.    We  are  twm  tliftt 

these  institutions  have  had  tluir  cupinics  and  slanderers;  but 
we  fed  jMTsimdcd  that  if  their  bt  ncticial  iijflnen<'(^  could  l.avc 
been  witiKs-cd  l>v  all  as  we  havt*  seen  it,  all  woiiUl  be  con- 
strained  to  nckuowledifc  that  thc)  arc  well  eaUnilated  to 
disseminate  the  hh's^in;^-;  of  spiritual  lijrlit,  and  know it'(l<;e,  and 
libertv,  throughout  tlie  length  and  bren  lth  of  the  va'-t  contiiieat 
which  hat  been,  alaa  1  m>  long  iavolvcd  ia  auiiaight  <iarknef, 

SIERRA  LEONE. 

Thi  flnt  British  aettkmrat  fonned  on  tbe  Weatera  Coail 
of  Africa,  tbe  avowed  object  of  wbieb  was  the  tappretiion 
of  the  ilave  tiide,  and  the  leligioua  and  moral  impiote* 
fDcnt  of  the  iiativeii  leeeitred  the  nanie  of  Sierra  Leone  fton 
a  river  ao  called,  on  tbe  eontbem  bank  of  wbieb  the  tint 
town  waa  built,  in  latitude  north,  and  kmgitnde  11*  10" 
Wfst.  For  hundreds  of  miles  on  cither  band,  the  coast  » 
generally  low  and  swampy;  but  here  the  latul  rises  into 
mountains  of  con«idenible  altitudi  ,  and  there  i^  a  b  Id  j  enin- 
uuln  frlretchin?*  out  lalo  the  K-a,  and  finning  iiu  excellcut 
natural  harbour  for  ^hippins^  in  the  moiith  of  the  river,  which  is 
navij:nblf  for  vr>=>eU  of  nmlerate  burden  tn  a  con^idcndjle 
distnnrr  u'>  the  eonntrv.  Thciie  naturnl  adrantaire^  -ooa 
attracted  the  attention  of  Kuroponns ;  and  as  early  as  1463,  the 
l^ortu^iese  cttablisheil  themselves  for  a  time  at  thia  place. 
The  notorious  Sir  J.  Hawkini»  the  first  Englishman  who 
embarked  in  the  African  slave  trade,  also  landed  bm;  and 
made  nntparin^  nae  of  fire  and  eword  in  capturing  tbe  poor 
nativee,  to  drag  then  into  bopdeia  daverjr.  But  tbe  time  cam* 
when  this  localitj  wai  to  be  the  eeene  of  a  very  diffemt 
enterprive;  and  when  tbe  long  deitnded  Xegro  race  were  to 
know  that  there  wciv  white  men  who  felt  for  them  ai  men  and 
oreimen. 

On  the  21st  of  July.  17S3,  Dr.  Smcatham,  i^ho  had  spent 
ferrral  venrs  on  the  coast  of  Afr.c.i.  ;uldr«*sed  a  letl<  r  to  l>r. 
Knowlr^,  sugtfestinir  the  idea  of  a  free  Nesrro  5etil(Mucut  tti 
Sierra  Leone,  for  the  purpose  ai  checking  ami  putting  down  tbe 
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wUvt  tnde,  and  of  ^i^ft^^^ng  the  principles  of  tbe  Chritlian 
.  religion  among  the  nati?et.  The  same  subject  seems  to  hsn 
been  occupying  the  mind  of  'the  bencFoknt  Mr.  Shaip  at  the 
Toy  same  time ;  for  on  the  1st  of  August  of  the  same  year«  he 
sketched  the  outline  of  the  plan  of  such  a  settlement,  which,  he 
observes  in  the  first  paragraph,  "will  deserve  all  encourage- 
ment, if  the  settlers  are  absolutely  prohibited  from  holding  any 
kind  of  properly  hi  Ike  persons  of  hi  on  as  daces,  nnd  scUing 
either  man,  woman,  or  child."  The  necessity  for  such  a  settle- 
ment was  rendered  the  more  urgent,  in  consequence  of  a  large 
number  of  Negroes  having  obtained  their  freedom  by  deserting 
from  their  masters,  and  joining  the  British  in  the  American 
war ;  and  for  whom  it  was  necessary  to  provide  a  permanent 
home.  Some  of  these  had  been  sent  to  Nova  Scotia,  others  to 
the  Bahama  islands,  and  many  more  had  come  to  England  with 
the  British  army  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Those  who  crowded 
the  streets  of  the  metropolis  were  in  a  wretched  condition  of 
misery  and  starvation.  As  many  as  four  hundred  applied  to 
Hr.  Sharp  and  other  benevolent  gentlemen  at  one  time ;  and  it 
was  found  necessaiy  to  organize  a  Committee  for  relieving  the 
Uack  poor. 

The  number  of  Negro  mendlcmits  in  and  about  London  being 
now  so  large,  tbey  were  regarded  as  a  public  nuisance ;  and  the 
Government  interfered,  by  jirovlding  temporary  relief  for  the 
poor  suflferers,  and  by  furnishing  transports  to  take  out  as 
many  as  were  willing  to  go  to  tlie  coast  of  Africa ;  at  the  same 
time  engaging  to  provide  rations  for  the  settlers  during  the  first 
six  montiis  after  their  arrival.  Everytliing  being  arranged,  at 
length  the  little  fleet  sailed  under  convoy  of  the  "  Nautilus  " 
sloop  of  war,  on  the  8th  of  April,  17S7  ;  having  on  board  up- 
wards of  four  hundred  Negroes  and  sixty  Europeans,  chieflj 
women  of  very  doubtful  character. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  vessels  at  Sierra  Leone,  Captain  Thomp* 
son,  who  had  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  expedition,  pur- 
chased from  the  paramount  native  Chief  of  the  countiy  a  fine 
tract  of  hind  about  twenty  miles  square^  well  watered,  and  in 
every  respect  suitable  for  the  purpose  of  a  settlement.  He  then 
fixed  upon  a  beautiful  emmence  on  the  southern  bank  of  the 
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and  sixty  town  lots  of  one  acre  each  were  marked  out  in  streets; 
and  the  lots  were  drawn  for  and  appropriated  ou  the  12th  of 
June,  17S7.  But,  notwithsiaiuiin^  these  fai'oumble  circum- 
stances, the  commencement  of  the  settlement  wa§  extremehr 
inan'spicious.  The  Xe^^roes  hnd  )>ecome  thoron^hly  demoralized 
during  thrir  resitltiice  ia  London;  aiul,  if  p^-^^^ilile,  still  iiu^rc  so 
during  the  passage  out, — a  large  quantity  of  ardent  spirits  having 
been  oonmined  on  board  the  shipe.  They,  nM>ranrer,  arrived  at 
Siena  Leone  at  the  most  sickly  seaaott  of  the  year,  in  a  spirit  of 
genera!  munnnring  and  discontent,  and  the  mortality  from  the 
eomneneement  was  feartoL  VThen  the  '*NantOaa"  left  the 
aettlement,  abont  thiee  montha  after  the  arrifal  of  the  fleet, 
there  nmalned  in  the  colony  only  tvo  handRd  and  eeventy-iix 
peiaoiis :  ao  that,  by  dciertioQa  and  deatha*  the  aettkra  had  beea 
fadnoed  in  thia  abort  apace  of  tune  to  little  nofo  than  one  half 
the  orifrhial  nnniber.  In  Maicli,  1788,  the  Ber.  Mr.  FraacTp 
who  bad  gone  out  as  colonial  Chaplain,  was  obliged  to  return  to 
England,  on  account  of  illne»«,  and,  at  the  time  ofiii?  departure, 
the  number  of  coli>ni«'i"<  bad  been  rcdu(ril  to  onr  hniulred  r.nd 
thirty.  Apprelu  ii*ive  that  tlu*  infant  settlement  might  hccornc 
entirely  extinct,  Mr.  Sharp  li  i^^tetu-d  to  its  relief,  h\  f^ciidiug  out 
the  briir  "Mvro,"  bilm  with  <tnre-i.  and  convevini;  thirtv-nine 
addition:)!  tt!<  r-*,  inehtding  two  medical  men  and  other  persons 
of  respectable  character.  This  timely  relief  encouraged  tbe  lew 
anrming  colonists ;  bat  now  they  were  doomed  to  experieneo 
another  tad  adamity.  A  neighbouring  African  Chief.  Min^ 
aggrieved  by  the  condnet  of  aome  of  the  aettiert,  ftral  gave 
notice  of  hie  ioinitiont  and  then  came  down  with  hb  wnrrion^ 
and  borot  the  town  to  aahea. 

In  the  year  1791  another  Aeaoeiation  waa  formed  for  the 
flwagenient  of  the  settlement ;  by  whose  dforta  a  few  of  the 
dispersed  colofiiits,  to  the  nitmber  of  siity*lbiir,  were  again 
collected,  and  encourage<l  to  make  another  attempt  to  form  a 
permanent  establ  shment.  About  the  snim  tinte  twelve  hundred 
of  tlu-  free  Ne;jri'e>.  I'tfore  alluJotl  to,  were  hronnht  over  in  f^ix- 
teen  Vf<'..<-1»  from  Novn  Srotit^.  nnd  .i!''.'!  ojie  luni<in d  KurojuMnji 
Cnun  lioiglaiui   who  arhTcd  just  io  time  to  put  down  a  party  of 
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rebellious  Negroes.  'With  tliis  large  reinforcemcot  of  settlers,  a 
fresh  coramc'ii cement  ^\  as  innde,  and  a  new  town  begaji  rapidly 
to  rise  on  a  better  silt  than  the  former  one,  which,  l\v  the  in- 
structions of  the  Directors,  was  cailed  Free  Town.  During  the 
following  two  or  three  years  the  infant  colony  ronde  rapid  ad* 
Tancement;  but  in  1794  the  town  was  entirely  destroyed  by  « 
french  squadron.  By  this  untoward  circumstance  a  large 
amount  of  jtrivate  property  was  sacrificed,  and  the  loss  of  the 
Company  was  estimated  at  £50,000. 

Disappointed  and  discouraged  by  the  frequent  reverses  wbieh 
they  had  experienced,  in  1808  the  Company  transferred  th» 
antire  settlement  to  the  British  Oovemment.  From  that  period 
it  has  continued  to  prosper,  notwithstanding  the  difficolties  whic^' 
it  has  had  to  encounter  from  the  unhcnithinesa  of  the  climate, 
and  the  political  enemies  by  whom  it  has  frequently  been 
assailed.  Most  of  the  slaves  liberated  by  the  British  cruisers 
stationed  along  the  coast  for  the  8up])re5sion  of  the  slave  trade, 
having  been  brought  to  Sierra  Leone,  the  popnlntion  has 
rapidly  increased,  and  is  now  e>tiinated  at  npuaru:*  of  fifty 
thousand,  including  about  one  hundred  Europeans,  some  of 
whom  are  engaged  in  public  olKces,  and  others  in  mercantile 
Speculations.  Many  of  the  liberated  Africans  have  arisen  to  a 
position  of  intelligence  and  wealth;  and  carry  on  business  on  an 
extensive  scale,  importing  their  merchandise  direct  from  whole- 
Bale  houses  in  England. 

7ree  Town,  the  capital  of  the  colony,  is  beautifully  situated 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river  or  estuaiy,  on  a  gentle  slope  at 
the  foot  of  a  hill,  about  six  miles  distant  from  the  point  of  the- 
peninsula,  in  hititude  SO'  north,  and  longitude  1S*>  SO'  west.. 
It  presents  a  charming  aspect,  when  viewed  from  the  sea ;  many 
of  the  buildings  being  of  a  substantial  character,  and  inter- 
spersed with  cocoa  nut  and  oilier  uUibrageous  trees  of  the 
freshest  green.  The  Government  House,  barracks,  hospital,, 
and  the  Wesleyan  Mission-House  and  chnpel,  are  prominent 
objects  in  the  landscnpr,  in  consequence  of  the  elevated  posi- 
tions which  they  occupy  in  the  rear  of  the  town.  There  arc 
also  many  other  towns  and  villages  in  different  parts  of  the 
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colony,  some  of  wlucli  arc  situated  amon|j;  the  oioimtam?,  and 
others  by  the  sea  shore,  surrounded  by  native  fnrms  aad 
gnnlcns.  The  priaci|Md  of  these  are  Wilberforce,  Wclliogtoii* 
Waterloo,  York,  Regent,  Kissey,  Kent,  Charlotte,  Leicester, 
Gloucester,  Bathurst,  Allen  Town,  and  Grasslield.  In  theee 
places  the  libeitted  Africans  are  loceted,  and  maj  he  teen 
engaged  in  Toriotts  industrial  pnnnits ;  some  aa  agricttltariat^ 
«nd  others  as  merchants  or  meehanies.  Hanng  been  onginallj 
atolen  from  Tarioos  parts  of  the  Tast  continent*  thej  apcsk  n 
great  vaiiety  of  dialects  among  themsdves;  bnt  tltey  soon 
learn  English,  and  become,  with  proper  instruction,  intellii^ut 
«nd  ttsefol  members  6f  society.  Altogether,  the  settlement  wenra 
a  pleasinsc  aspect ;  and  bids  fair  to  fulfil  the  most  snnsruine 
cxpi'claliuus  of  its  fritMuls  aiul  patrons.  The  pojnil.itioii  of 
Frt'C  Town  is  estimated  at  15,000,  aad  lhat  of  the  whok 
colony  at  50.000. 

T!»c  Hio^t  1  It  a-jiiiLT  fi  aiurc  in  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone  is, 
howwrr,  its  ntpid  advancement  in  reli>;ion  and  ini>rnls.  At  an 
early  period  of  the  settlement,  colonial  Cliaplains  were  appointed, 
sereral  of  whom  were  pious  and  devoted  men  :  soinr  of  these 
were  soon  removed  by  death,  whilst  others  luid  to  return  to 
Europe  on  arr<iunt  of  the  failure  of  their  health.  The  agents  of 
the  Church  MissioDsry  Society  have  also  laboured  with  indeCsd* 
gable  seal  and  consideribls  success,  notwithstanding  tba 
diificulties  with  which  th^  have  bad  to  contend.  Tbey 
commenced  their  operations  in  this  conntiy  in  the  year  ISM ; 
and  although  the  Miasionaries  and  teaehen  employed  wem 
chiefly  fiermans,  and  of  strong  consUtntioii,  and  inured  to 
hnnUhip,  in  the  rourte  of  fifteen  yean  thirty  of  them  fell  a 
sacrifice  to  the  climate.  In  1816,  the  Mission  was  favoured 
wi;U  a  vi.4l  Irom  the  Rev.  Edward  Bickersteth,  as  a  lU  •jut.aioa 
from  the  pnreut  Suiivty.  who^  wise  couns<els  an<l  judicious 
arran'^cment*  ir^ve  a  uvw  inipulM  to  the  nork.  1  roui  that 
time  to  tlie  pre^scut,  ibc  cause  uf  (mhI  has  continued  to  ndvani^Y  ; 
And  the  churches  which  have  l>ecn  •  r^eud,  and  the  schools 
which  have  been  ertabiished,  in  connexion  with  this  Institutioa» 
sot  only  in  the  colony,  hot  beyond  iu  bonoda«y,  hare  been 
Mde  a  g^icrat  blessing  to  tbe  people. 
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The.  "Baptist  Missionary  Society  scut  out  two  Missionaries  to 
Sierra  Leoiie  in  the  year  1795  ;  but  ow'ing  to  indiscretion  on 
the  part  of  one,  and  the  failure  of  health  ou  the  part  of  the 
other,  the  Mission  was  speedily  abandoned.  In  the  toliowing 
year  a  united  attempt  was  niade  by  the  Scottish,  the  Glasgow, 
aad  the  London  Missionary  Societies,  to  form  a  station ;  but, 
owing  to  sickness  and  dissension  among  the  agents*  this  effort 
was  attended  by  no  better  success. 

We  would  now  direct  attention  more  especially  to  the  labours 
of  the  Wealeyan  Missionary  Society  in  this  part  of  the  Lord's 
Tineyard.  As  early  as  1769,  the  Tenerable  Br.  Coke,  the  father 
of  Wesleyan  lilissions,  devised  a  scheme  for  the  civilization  of 
ilie  Foolas,  in  the  nelghbooriiood  of  Sierra  Leone.  This  under^ 
taking,  which  originated  in  motives  so  purely  benevolent,  proved 
an  entire  faUare,  chiefly  from  the  want  of  adaptation  in  the 
agents  employed.  The  persons  sent  forth  by  the  good  Doctor 
ou  tliia  important  Mission  were  a  band  of  mechanics,  with  a 
surgeon  at  their  head,  \\  li  j  were  intended  to  teach  the  Foolna 
the  arts  of  civilized  11  tV-.  Ou  arriving  in  the  colony,  they 
became  discontented,  and  were  soon  dispersed.  Some  died, 
others  abscondcHl,  and  the  rest  returned  home,  without  having 
reached  the  scene  of  their  intended  labours  iu  the  interior  of  the- 
country. 

The  next  attempt  made  by  the  Wealeyans  to  benefit  thia 
deeply  degraded  people  was  based  upon  more  judicious  and 
ovangelical  principles.  In  the  year  1811,  the  Eev.  G.  Warren 
and  three  school  teachers  were  sent  out  to  Sierra  Leone,  for  the 
express  pnrpOBO  of  preaching  the  Gospel,  and  establishinf^ 
schools  for  the  training  up  of  the  rising  generation  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.  They  opened  their  commission  under 
the  most  promising  circumstances,  and  were  favoured  by  the 
great  Head  of  the  Church  with  almost  immediate  fruit  to  their 
labours.  On  the  arrival  of  this  first  real  missionary  party  of 
Wesleyan  labouiers  in  the  colony,  ou  the  of  No.  t  luber, 
they  I'ouufl  about  a  hnndied  persons  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
meeting  togt  ther  for  religious  worship,  and  who  culkd  them- 
selves "Methodists."  These  were  chietly  free  black«  from 
Ko?a-Scotia,  who  bad  received  the  Gospel  from  the  Missionaries 
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there,  am]  who  luul  tluis  brought  with  them  a  kuowkilge  of  the 
good  news  of  falvntiou  to  the  hiud  of  their  adoptmn.  Th<*y 
Jbad  already  buiit  a  cha|)€l,  and  written  to  England  for  a  Blis- 
ttonary.  By  these  simple-hearted  people  the  Mitsioiiary  was 
««oeived  with  the  liveliest  feelings  of  gratitude  and  joy,  and  his 
piiUio  nunistrations  were  made  a  blessing  to  their  toiiU.  Hit 
iaboiin  were  also  blessed  to  other  classes  of  the  eommuiutj. 
The  rtrf  afflictions  tbrough  which  the  Ubented  Africans  had 
•patsed,  in  being  tont  away  from  their  homes  into  daveij^ 
before  they  were  taken  from  their  oppressors  by  the  Britiali 
cruiser^  teemed  to  have  humbled  their  minds,  and«  in  soase 
degree,  to  have  prepared  them  for  the  leosption  of  the 
Gos[)el. 

Tk  iui>-'ioii:iry  career  of  ^^r.  Warr.  n,  so  auspiciously  com- 
menced, wfis  but  uf  ahuit  *;ui\i?i(>n.     I  If  fMi:«lii-<l  l.is  <-«)ur>':-  on 
the  23nl  of  .h?ly,  IS  12,  ni)>mt  t  iL;ht  uioulhs  aflrr  hia  arrival  iu 
the  colony ;  l'«  lug  the  lirst  uf  tlu-  larirr  number  of  AVeslevaa 
labourers  \^ho  havr  fallen  a  saeritiLr  to  tlu  rHmnto  of  Wrstem 
Africa,    For  moic  than  two  years  the  station  had  Remained 
Tacant  for  want  of  a  suitable  Missionary  to  occupy  tiic  post  of 
^danger,  when  the  llcv.  William  Danes  and  his  wifp  were  sent 
out,  and  arrived  safely  in  Sierra  Leone  on  the  13th  of  Febniaiy» 
ISIS.    The  following  rainy  season  was  unusually  severe ;  and 
junong  those  who  were  carried  off  by  fever  was  the  Capcaiu  of  the 
Wilding/'  the  vessel  by  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dafka  had  sailed 
to  Africa;  but  the  Miiaionaiy  and  his  wife  paaaed  through  their 
"  seasoning  "  iiivouiably«  and  pursued  their  useful  labours  with 
gratitude  und  jogr.  Towarda  the  doae  of  thi  yi  ir,  however, 
both  the  Missionaiy  and  his  wife  were  prostrated  byfevcr  at  the 
same  time;  and  on  the  15th  of  December,  ten  months  afttr  her 
iirnval  iu  Afu  a,  Mr-.  P  .^as  brcalliwl  her  last.    On  the  nam- 
ing of  the  day  on  u  ^  a  a  aUc  i  i.^ui<  <!,  Mr.  Daneii,  In  in;^  xcn  ill 
himself,  "  cniwled  lu  ^-e  h*»r,"  an  !  ua?  murli  liifivtiid  at  the 
change  which  had  passed  ujK>u  !  ■  r  cuiacialod  frame;  bi?t,  in 
answer  to  the  tpie?f!'>»?i,  *'  f<  .h-^m  precious?  "  shr,  uith  a  faiut 
voice  and  a  gontle  pressure  i  f  t!*r  hrtnt!,  ^nid.  "  Yes,  yes  I  ** 
soon  after  which  her  n-df  rnrd  and  sanctified  spirit  passed  away 
to  be  for  ever  with  the  LonL  This  was  the  first  female  labourer 
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that  UHii  and  the  strilung  motto  on  lier  tombatone  is,  "Nor 

LOST,  BUT  OOHB  BSFOILB  I " 

The  lonely  Missionaiy,  on  reooTering  from  hia  illneas,  was 
.aoon  founid  at  the  post  of  duty,  being  encouraged  and  comforted 
I  by  Ida  bdoVed  biethren  of  the  Chuieh  Miaaionary  Society,  as 
weU  as  by  hia  Excellency  the  Governor,  Sir  Charlea  Maearthy, 
mho  never  fidled  to  sympathize  with  the  afflieted  and  bereaved. 
Mr.  Davies  labourwl  with  much  success  during  the  following 
year  ;  and,  ou  tiic  2uth  of  December,  lie  had  the  pleasure 

of  receiving  the  Eev.  Samuel  and  Mrs.  Brown,  wlio  were  sent 
out  by  the  parent  Society  to  his  aid,  or  to  relieve  him,  il"  neces- 
sary. Mrs.  Brown  had  only  lived  in  Africa  seven  months  and 
two  days,  wlmi  ^Im  was  cut  down  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  in 
the  midst  of  lier  useful  labours.  She  died  in  the  Lord  on  the 
28th  of  July,  1817.  The  two  Missionaries,  thus  bereaved, 
tofled  on  togeUier  in  the  work  of  their  Divine  Master,  encou- 
3aged  by  His  presence  and  blessing  till  the  end  of  the  year ;  bat 
repeated  attacks  of  fever  rendered  it  necessary  for  Mr,  Davies  to 
embark  for  ^ngland  early  in  1818,  and  Mr.  Brown  waa  left 
-entirely  alone. 

The  next  reinforcement  consiated  of  the  Bev.  Messrs.  Baker 
■and  GiUison,  two  single  young  men,  who  were  sent  oat  to 
relieve  Mr.  Brown,  who,  in  consequence  of  failure  of  health  and 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  needed  a  change.   The  new  Missionaries 

landed  in  Sierra  Leone  ou  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  Februarj-, 
1819.  It  was  the  holy  Sabbath  day,  aiiJ  liiey  proceeded  from, 
the  ship  to  the  c.iapel,  where  they  opened  their  commission 
without  delay  ;  one  of  them  preaching  in  the  rooming,  and  the 
other  in  the  evening,  to  crowded  and  delighted  cougregations. 
Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  new  brethren,  Mr.  Brown  embarked 
for  Englaud ;  but,  before  his  departure,  he  thus  gives  expression 
to  his  feelings  in  a  letter  to  the  Missionary  Committee,  olluding 
to  the  prosperity  with  which  it  had  pleased  the  Lord  to  bless 
bis  labours,  one  hundred  new  members  having  been  added  to 
the  society  during  the  year :  "  I  have  sown  in  teais»  but  now 
we  reap  in  joy.  Thank  God  I  thia  ia  an  ample  recompense  for 
^ery  sigh,  every  tear,  eveiy  ahaking  ague,  every  burning  &ver, 
-eveiy  bereavement,  eveiy  restless  and  skcplcsi  night,  I  have 
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Itad  to  endora  since  I  came  to  Ainca.  This  makes  ne  veiy 
xdnetant  to  kaye.  I  feel  wiUiog  to  spend  and  be  spent  for 
the  wdfiue  of  tbe  Chareh  and  the  honoor  of  my  adorable 
Bedeemer."  * 

. In  the  mean  time,  the  biethren  Baker  and  GOliaon  had  entered  * 
•  upon  their  work  in  the  true  spirit  of  their  Lord  and  Master 

but  tbey  were  soon  to  experience  the  truth  of  that  snying : 
•'Then  shall  two  be  in  the  field ;  the  one  ihall  be  takLTi,  ami  llm 
other  left."  (Matt.  xxiv.  40.)  Mr.  Gillison  had  not  bcx'U  in 
Afriea  quite  six  months  when  he  was  carried  off  by  the  fever 
peculiar  to  the  country,  on  the  10th  of  August,  1S19.  Mr. 
Baker  was  himself  ill  at  the  time  that  his  beloved  colleague 
died ;  but  as  soon  as  he  was  n  little  better,  he  preached  the 
funeral  sermon  of  his  dear  departed  brother,  and  endea?oured  to- 
nenre  himself  for  liis  important  work»  in  which  he  was  both» 
happy  and  useful.  He  thus  expresses  his  sentiments,  when 
writing  to  the  Committee  in  the  month  of  NoTember  following: 
ean  assure  my  dear  fathers^  notwithstanding  these  try- 
ing dispensations  of  ProTidence,  I  feel  hnppy  i%my  work,  and 
am  satisfied  I  am  in  my  providential  place.  The  Lord  makes 
me  happy  by  the  continual  manifestation  of  His  favour,  and 
many  of  these  dear  people  make  me  happy  by  their  unblam- 
able life  and  conversation.  Glory  be  to  God  !  unworthy  as  I 
am  of  such  an  honour,  he  is  pleased  to  make  me  useful.'* 

During  the  year  1820,  a  gracious  outpouring  of  tlie  Holy 
Spirit  was  experienced  at  Sierra  I.eonc ;  and,  as  the  result  of 
the  revival,  upwards  of  two  hundred  new  members  were  added 
to  the  Society,  making  the  total  number  four  hundred  and^ 
seventy.  With  reference  to  the  genuineness  of  this  work,  Mr* 

•  On  leaving  Western  Africa,  the  Rer.  Samad  Brown  was  appointed  to 
ths  Weil  Iidieit  wkcre  he  eoatumed  four  yean.  He  atdMeqacntly  Isbourai 
hi  aeventeen  different  CireutU  hi  En(^d,  tUl  the  year  1861<  when  Mlog 
hedth  obUged  him  to  retire  as  a  Sapemomeraty.  lu  1857,  notwithrtanding 
hia  age  sad  infirmity,  he  felt  it  upon  his  beart  to  re>ni$t  the  tcenet  of  hia. 
sarlieat  misfion&rv  efforts,  and  he  went  out  to  Sierra  Leone  forthwith,  of 
hia  vrnt  seoord.  There  he  apent  three  years,  assisting  the  Mitsionaries  in 
their  work,  as  his  strength  wonM  permit ;  and  then  returned  to  Livcrixiol, 
where  he  died  in  pence  on  the  5th  of  October,  1861, — snoUe  initanceof ' 
troe  derotedueaa  to  the  great  missionaxy  cnterpriae. 
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Baker  mjs:  ''I  do  not  liesitato  to  say,  of  nearly  aU  tlioae  wbo 
have  been  added,  I  have  no  mora  donbt  of  their  conversion  than 
of  my  own.  The  work  has  produced  a  general  reformation." 
On  the  8th  of  November,  just  one  week  after  these  delightful 
seiitiiiients  were  penned,  the  Bev.  John  and  Mrs.  Hiiddk'<toii 
arrived  from  England,  and  were  much  pleased  the  kiiui 
reception  which  they  received,  as  well  as  with  the  state  and 
prosperity  of  the  Mission.  They  were  soon  joined  by  Mr. 
Lane,  who  sailed  for  Sierra  Leone  in  January,  1S21 ;  and  now 
Mr.  Barker  was  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  the  river  Gambio,  to 
commence  a  new  Mission,  to  which  aervioe  he  had  been  appointed 
by  the  preceding  Conference. 

Kessis.  Huddleston  and  Lane  had  kbonrsd  together  in  har- 
mony and  love  for  seversl  months,  when  the  Utter  was  ealled  to 
the  Gambia,  to  supply  the  place  of  a  deceased  Missionaiy.  He 
leinmed  to  Sierra  Leone,  however,  in  the  oonrse  of  the  following 
year;  but  never  fuDy  recoveved  from  a  severe  attack  of  fever 
which  he  had  at  the  Gambia.  He  died  in  peace  at  Free  Town, 
on  the  16th  of  April,  1828.  The  loss  of  Mr.  Lane  was  severely 
felt  bv  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huddleston,  ns  well  as  bv  the  members  ol" 
society  and  other  friend? ;  but,  painful  as  this  bereavement  was,  it 
was  soon  iullowcd  by  another  mysterious  dispensation  of  Divine 
Providence.  .Scarcely  had  thvof  months  passed  awny,  when 
IMr.  Huddleston  himself  was  called  to  pas3  through  the  vnlley 
of  the  shadow  of  death.  He  died  of  yellow  fever  on  the  20th 
of  July,  1S23,  liaving  laboured  succesafiilly  for  nearly  three 
years»  wit/i  little  interruption  from  sickness  till  the  time  that 
he  was  attacked  with  the  fatal  malady.  Mrs.  Huddleston  em- 
barked for  England  soon  after  this  painful  bereavement ;  and  the 
members  of  the  Society  at  Sierra  Leone  were  once  more  left  as 
sheep  without  a  shepherd. 

Bnt  the  station  was  not  long  left  vacant.  Two  noble-minded 
and  heroic  young  men,  who  "  counted  not  their  lives  dear  unto 
them  "  in  compariaon  with  the  salvation  of  souls,  voluteered 
their  services  for  this  post  of  danger  and  of  honour.  These 
were  the  Kev.  Messrs.  Piggou  and  Harte,  who,  after  a  passage 
of  five  weeks,  landed  in  Sierra  Leone  on  the  I'Jth  of  March, 
1824.   The  new  Missionaries  were  received  as  the  angels  of 

H 
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•Ood,  and  commenced  tbeir  efingelieel  labonn  in  excellent 
bealtb  end  tpiriu^  but  tbqr  wen  deetliied  eoon  M  be  eepeiitod. 
Hr.  Heite  nekencd  end  dkd,  of  ibe  "  eoontry  fe^  cr/'  on  the 
18tb  of  December,  after  a  sojourn  in  Africa  of  only  nine  montbs ; 
and  his  colleague  was  left  to  proceed  with  his  work  alone.  On 
the  26th  of  M;>y,  1826,  the  Rev.  Samuel  and  Mr^.  l>nu<oii 
lauded  at  iSiciTa  Ltoue,  on  their  xvnv  to  the  iiauilii.i.  their 

'  ft 

appointed  station ;  but,  Iwforf  an  opportunity  njlV  ivd  fur  pro- 
ceediiii:  to  th.it  phioo,  thry  \\\rv  buiii  »t;ized  uitii  tbe  Afncan 
fever;  and  Mra.  Dawsou  died  on  the  1st  of  August,  only  two 
months  and  five  days  after  her  arrival.  Mr.  Dawson  himseif  was 
nemfully  raided  from  tbe  yttfgb  of  tbe  grave  ;  and,  uficr  labour- 
ing at  Sierra  Leone  for  some  time,  be  proceeded  to  his  ap|K)iot- 
meat  at  tiie  Gambia,  witb  a  bcavy  beart,  but  fully  reaolved  to 
epend  and  be  ipent  in  tbe  eerrice  of  Qod.  He  wae  aceooH 
panied  by  bb  firiend  Mr.  Piggolt,  wbo  now  fetnrncd  to  England 
by  tbit  loote,  baling  been  refiefcd  bj  tbe  arrival  of  tbe  Bar. 
Hcaan.  Coortiee  and  Maj,  wbo  reaebed  Sierra  Leone  on  tbe 
SStb  of  November,  18S6.  Tbeae  two  bretbren  pnnoed  tbeir 
beloved  work  for  two  years  without  much  interruption  iroa 
sickness,  preachtiii;  ihi^  Gospel  of  (  hrist  in  the  respective  towns 
r\n(l  viflajjes  of  th<'  rohiuy  uith  ^Tfat  *iiicct>^.  Thr  term  of 
ihtur  .ip;»'>;ntmrnt  haviug  expirt.J,  tht.-  luv.  Messrs,  Munro 
and  iVcL  \\<ctt  mni  out  to  relieve  Ukmi  ;  and  llu"  hojn*  wa-, 
entertained  thr^t  thf»y  wmi^*?  rearU  England  iu  safety,  Mh\  i""  long 
span'd  to  labour  in  otiicr  jmrts  of  the  Mission  field.  But,  alas  I 
it  wn-i  uthcmise  ordained  by  Him  whose  "  wisdom  is  uii^carch- 
nhle,  and  wboae  ways  are  past  finding  out."  The  two  new 
Missionaries  arrived  in  Sierra  Leone  on  the  16tb  of  November, 
ld2S ;  aud  tbe  fint  intelligence  which  tbey  received  from  tbe 
pilot,  before  tbey  landed,  waa,  tbat  Mr.  Kay  bad  died  of  fovcr  on 
tbe  4tb  of  October,  wUlit  in  the  midat  of  bia  prepanttooa  for 
bia  expected  voyage  to  England*  Mr.  Courtiea  waa  alao  foe* 
i|nently  prottnted  bj  fover ;  and  wben  be  embaibed  for  Eonpa^ 
be  was  M  weak  tbal  bis  bretbren  bad  to  auppoti  bim  to  tbn 
boat  wbieb  wss  to  eonvey  bim  to  tbe  ship.  Tbe  (  ^ptuin  seemed 
contlih'iit  that  he  would  9i)eedily  rally  when  they  got  out  to  sea. 
But  it  was  uo;  so.    The  poor  Misstouar^  UrcMiuc  nvakcr  iLud 
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weaker,  and  finished  Ids  conise  ibree  days  after  the  ship  left  the 
coast  of  Africa.  His  body  was  oomnntted  to  the  great  deep» 
tin  that  day  when  the  sea  shall  give  up  her  dead.**  The 
Lord,  no  doubt,  took  His  servant  from  the  e?il  to  come;  for  the 

vessel  in  which  he  sailed  Wtis  wrecked  six  days  after  his  death, 
wbenevci  v  ilaug  on  board  was  lost,  the  Captain  and  crew  saving 
their  lives  with  great  difficulty.  In  the  mean  time,  Messrs. 
Miinro  and  Feck  continued  to  labour  with  zenl  and  diligence, 
till  they  were  both  cnt  down  by  an  cpideuiic  fever  which  visited 
the  colfMiy.  Mr.  Peck  dietl  on  the  3rd,  and  Mr.  '>funro  on  the 
8tli,  ot  July,  1S29.  The  intelligence  of  this  afflictive  and 
mysterious  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence  wns  communicated 
to  the  Committee  by  the  Missionaries  of  the  Church  Society, 
who  manifested  the  greatest  sympathy  and  kindness  towards  their 
beloved  brethren  in  their  dying  hours.  The  Wesley  an  Societies 
and  Congr^tions  in  Sierra  Leone  were  now  onoe  mdre  left 
without -a  single  Missionaiy  to  minister  to  them  the  word  of  life. 

The  sudden  removal  of  Messrs.  M unro  and  Peek,  so  soon 
after  the  death  of  Messrs.  May  and  Courties,  produced  a  deep 
and  gloomy  impression,  not  only  on  the  minds  of  their  personal 
relatives,  but  upon  the  minds  of  the  friends  of  ^lissions  generally. 
-Some  went  so  far  as  to  question  the  propriety  of  continuing  to 
send  European  Missionaries  to  a  country  so  unfriendly  to  health. 
It  is  a  pleasing  fact,  however,  that,  although  the  Wesleyan 
Missionary  Committee  send  to  Western  Africa  oulv  such  as 
freely  volunteer  their  services  for  that  post  of  danger,  they 
have  never  long  wanted  suitable  men  to  fiU  up  the  vacancies 
which  have  so  frequently  occun-ed.  It  was  so  in  this  case.  No 
sooner  had  the  melancholy  intelligence  reached  England  of  the 
painful  bereavement  which  the  Sierra  Leone  Mission  had 
suffered,  than  a  personal  friend  of  Mr.  Peek  offered  himself  as 
his  successor.  The  Be^.  John  Keightley  embarked  for  Africa 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  and  landed  in  Pree  Town  on  the 
t7th  of  Januaiy,  1830.  On  the  18th  of  Maieh  in  the  following 
year  he  was  joined  by  the  Eev.  William  Ritchie.*  These 

*  The  name  of  lliis  honrMinnl  ••t.Tvant  of  Christ  recalls  to  the  uiemnry  of 
the  writer  many  a!T<  cting  ineidculs  of  missionary  Ufe.  "We  were  peri»ouuUy 
acquaiuteU  wilh  each  other  from  the  comiaeacemcnt  ot  our  eventful  course; 
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iKMunired  and  devoted  Bfiatioiuirief  lalwiised  in  Sierra  Leone 
Ibr  npwaidi  of  two  ytm  with  much  suceeu ;  tnd  tbey  both 
lived  to  letom  home,  nnd  to  senre  the  efaurch  efBci^ntlv  for 
mmj  yean,  both  in  the  West  Indies  and  in  Zngiaud.  Mr. 
Keightley,  who  tttll  snrvives,  is  the  od]j  3Iittionarr  that  we 
have  erer  heard  of,  who  laboured  iu  Westt  ru  Africa  for  three 
years  wiUiout  evci  having  u  reguUii  «tiacc  of  the  couutrj* 
fcrer. 

Before  leaving  Sierra  Lcooe,  early  in  ISSH.  Mr.  lutcl*'**  \  m\ 
thr  pleasure  of  rcciivinp:  th<»  Be%.  Ldwnul  Matr,  who  hail  lufii 
srnt  out  ns  his  5ucrcsjor ;  and,  towiirils  th<*  do*e  nf  the  same 
jrear,  Mr.  Maer  was  joiucd  by  the  Rev.  Isaac  Clarke.  These 
two  brethren  laboured  together  earnestly  and  successfully^ 
tttendin^  their  visits  to  several  villages  whieh  had  not  been 
leached  by  Ibnner  Kissionaries.  Their  labours  were  soon  inter- 
rupted, however  s  Ibr  Bir.  Claike,  whose  Inngs  were  affected 
before  he  left  England,  never  folly  recovered  firom  the  effects  of 
hit  seasoning  fever,  and  died  in  peace,  of  pnbnonaiy  consnmpdon, 
on  the  4th  of  Kovember,  1894,  abont  twdve  months  after 
his  arrival  in  the  colony.  The  Rev.  Benjamin  Crosby  had 
emhariced  for  Africa  before  the  inteUifenceof  Mr.  Chrke's  death 
had  reached  Enijland,  and  on  his  arrival  in  Sierra  Leone  he 
unitnl  with  Mr.  M  trr  in  the  work  oi"  tlip  Mission  wiiU  aii  his 
heart.  These  two  t"iuthfal  ^^lulste^s  r>f  ('lir:-t  did  goo<l  W'rvicc 
in  \V>>ttrii  Africa;  hui  they  never  mw  tbeir  ualive  land  flsraiu. 
Mr.  M.ttT,  liaving  continued  M  Sierra  Limine  longer  thnu  the 
apf>ointed  time,  emhnrke<l  for  Kii,'}ri:nl  on  a  \  Uiily  intend- 
ing to  return ;  but  he  died  at  sea  three  days  after  ksring  the 

aad  afbr  tsvcnl  fssrs  •f  afTectioutc  connqpoodcace  ia  ITctlcni  Africs  sad 

ottsr  coaotrief.  we  trm  f u  mivd  to  labow  together  u  eolle&inici  iu  %ht 
tune  Cirrait  in  the  Wtit  Indict.  A  more  ftfffrtioaMe,  kinJ*hfartrd, 
^mtron-.  rrnsi  tferotH  "Mt'^ionarr  never  rrr^^eJ  the  »ra  thau  Willuua 
Kitihic  Af"l<r  tw<-n^\ -liir*  rrars  of  faitt»fui  mini»terial  Inbcur,  rhiefir  ia 
Africtt  mad  tbc  \\r<  I  .>[!i<^  he  dieU  iu  peace  at  A»bb} -iie-U  Zoucb.  oa  the 
29tb  of  May,  1SS7.  He  come  to  LucUnd  a  fe«  ncek»  before,  in  hope 
of  recraitJA^  his  health,  which  hsd  been  much  ixupoircU  hj  bi«  loug  reti- 
4nes  ia  tropical  diastsa.  But  Us  XMter  mw  it  to  rchais  kim  tram  kit 
Ister  sail  MSfcriag  Won  hs  ssrid  ntan  la  his  k^wtA  Us  isck  ia 
lis  Wsst  late. 
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«hms  of  Africa,  on  the  27tli  of  March,  1887 ;  and  Mir.  Cioabf 
Pushed  his  naeftd  course  of  labour  at  Sierra  Leone  on  the  24th 
of  the  following  month.  The  Kcv.  William  6aiider&  li«id  set 
out  ill  the  interim  to  strengthen  the  Mission.  He  arrived  in 
Free  Tovm  on  the  4th  of  December,  1835  ;  ami,  having  laboured 
with  success  for  more  than  two  years,  he  was  spared  to  return 
to  Eiigiaud  early  in  the  year  1S38,  and  to  be  afterwards  usefully 
employed  in  the  home  work .  The  Rev.  James  and  Airs. 
Patterson  were  also  sent  out  the  year  followiiiLr.  nnd  landed  in 
•  *  Siena  Leone  on  the  10th  of  October,  1836  ;  but  Mr.  Patterson 
was  carried  otf  by  fever,  on  the  2l8t  of  May,  1887,  before  he 
had  been  in  the  colony  eight  months ;  and  fais  bereaved  widow 
soon  afterirardfl  retwrned  to  EngUmd.  Thia  year  waa  remark* 
ably  unhealthy  on  the  whole  coast,  the  yellow  fever  being  very 
prevalent,  llie  Wesley  an  Missionary  Society  lost  by  death,  on 
-their  respective  stations,  six  Miseionaxiea  and  two  exoeUent 
wives  of  Missionaries  in  less  than  nine  months. 

This  unprecedented  mortality  on  the  Western  Coast  of  Africa 
did  not  dauip  the  spirit  of  missionan'  zeal  which  animated  the 
hearts  of  those  who  felt  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  poor 
Negroes.  Hence  it  njjpears,  that  before  Mr.  Sanders  left  Sierra 
Leone  he  was  cbcered  by  the  arrival  of  the  Kev.  Thomas  and 
Mrs.  Dove,  and  tlieEev.  Hcnr^BadLT-r,  on  the  Ifth  of  November, 
1837.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dove  had  previously  speut  three  years 
at  the  Gambia,  nnd  were  considered  in  some  measure  iuuied 
to  the  climate.  But  notwithstanding  this  ndvantiige,  Mrs.  Dove 
was  cut  down  by  fever  on  the  7th  of  June,  1840.  Mr.  Dove  and 
Mr.  Badger  pursued  their  useful  labours  for  more  than  four 
years,  and  were  spared  to  return  to  England  together  in  the 
month  of  May,  1842,  other  brethren  having  been  sent  out  to 
relifive  them.  This  interval,  however,  bad  not  been  a  period 
of  uninterrupted  health  to  the  Mission  families.  The  Bev. 
Thomas  Edwards,  who  arrived  at  Sierra  Leone  on  the  18th  of 
December,  1838,  had  been  brought  to  the  verge  of  the  grave, 
and  obliged  to  return  to  England  in  June,  1840.  The  Rev. 
Henry  Fleet,  who  arrived  in  Free  Town  on  the  7th  ot  January, 
1839,  finished  his  course  on  the  30th  of  May  following ;  having 
iost  his  beloved  wife  by  death  on  board  the  sliip  three  daya 
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before  he  reached  the  shores  of  Africa.  The  Kev.  David  Jehu, 
who  had  reached  Sierra  Leone  on  the  38rd  of  December,  1839^ 
had  ako  been  called  away  by  death  on  the  2nd  of  July,  1840. 
Thus  aeverely  was  the  Mission  afflicted. 

For  some  time  after  this  eTentfhl  period  the  good  work  at 
Sierra  Leone  was  less  frequently  interrupted  by  the  inroads 
of  death  amon?  the  Missionaries.  The  Kev.  Messrs.  Baston 
and  Aunear  anived  in  J.tuuarv,  IS  12,  and  both  were  mercifullv 
spared  to  return  to  i^ngland  tor  a  season ;  ^Ii*.  Annear  in  May, 
1843,  and  Mr.  Rastou  in  Tebruary,  1845.  The  Kev.  William 
A.  and  Mrs.  Quick  and  the  Rev.  Richanl  Amos  arrived  at 
Sierra  Leone  in  February,  1813  ;  and  tlie  entire  party  were 
spared  to  return  home  in  due  season ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quick  iu 
May,  1844,  and  Mr.  Amos  in  September,  1845.  The  Ber. 
Messrs.  Dove  and  Badger,  with  their  excellent  wives,  retnmed 
to  Sierra  Leone  in  July,  1843.  Mr.  and  ^^r£.  Dove  were 
sf>ared  to  return  home  in  May,  1846 ;  Mr.  Dove  having  been 
connected  with  the  Missiona  in  Western  Africa  for  nearly 
thirteen  years.  Mrs.  Badger  died  on  the  28th  of  January, 
1844 ;  but  Mr.  Badger  continued  his  useful  labours  some  time 
longer,  notwithstanding  his  bereaYcment,  and  was  favoured  to 
return  to  England  in  May,  1848.  On  the  Ist  of  December^ 
1S45,  the  Mission  at  Sierra  Leone  was  reinforced  by  the  arrival 
of  the  Rev.  Thomas  and  Mrs.  Kaston,  and  the  llcv.  Messrs. 
IVayte  and  GriiHths,  after  a  perilous  voyage.  Mrs.  Kaston. 
was  called  away  by  death  on  the  2  7  tli  of  December,  1S45  ;  and 
Mr.  Wayte  finished  his  course  a  lew  weeks  afterwards,  on  the 
16th  ot  January,  1846.  Mr.  Kaston  returned  to  England  in 
March,  1847  ;  and  Mr.  Griffiths  followed  him  iu  the  mouth  of 
September  in  the  same  year,  ha\ing  been  relieved  by  the  arrival 
of  other  Missionaries.  On  the  7th  of  December,  1846,  the 
Ber.  Bichard  and  Mrs.  Wrench,  and  the  Kev.  John  Lewis, 
arrived  in  Sieira  Leone,  but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wrench  returned  in 
the  month  of  June,  1847,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  their 
health.  Mr.  Lewis  continued  his  labours  for  some  years  longer^, 
and  was  spared  to  return  to  England  in  May,  1850. 

In  tracing  the  history  of  missiouaiy  operations  in  Sieira 
Leoue,  and  in  contemplatmg  the  painful  afflictions  and  bereave*^ 
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raents  which  present  themsclTca  to  our  view,  it  is  pleasing"  to 
find  that  several  devoted  ^liMiooanes  who  had  laboured  there 
were  willing  to  return  to  the  scene  of  their  fonner  labours  ao 
soon  as  their  health  was  recruited*  We  have  a  striking  instance 
of  this  in  the  ease  of  Mr,  Baston,  who,  with  Urs.  Baston,  bndei  ' 
in  Free  Town,  for  the  third  time,  on  the  8th  of  Deeember, 
1847,  accompanied  hj  Messrs.  Hart  and  Fbrslow.  Mr.  Purs- 
low's  race  was  soon  ran.  He  died  triumphantly  hsppy  in  God 
on  the  2nd  of  October,  1848 ;  but  the  rest  of  the  party  were 
spared  to  return  to  England  after  fulfilling  their  appointed 
period  of  service  in  Western  Africa.  Tliey  afterwards  sailed  for 
Australia,  where  tiiey  have  biiicc  laboured  with  acceptance  and 
success.  In  1849,  the  Eev.  Walter  P.  Oarry,  a  native  of  the 
West  Indies,  having  finished  his  studies  at  Hichmond  College, 
was  sent  out  to  Sierra  Leone,  where  iie  laboured  for  threo  years, 
and  on  his  return  to  England  received  an  appointraenl  to  the 
West  Indies,  where  he  \m  since  been  usefully  employed  in 
different  islands. 

The  next  Mission  party  sent  out  to  Sierra  Leone  consisted  of 
the  Bev.  James  and  Mrs.  Edney,  ^Ir.  Gilbert,  and  Mr.  Fletcher, 
towards  the  close  of  1850,  all  of  whom  were  mercifully  spared 
to  labour  snocessfuliy  for  several  years;  and  on  their  return  to 
England  were  appointed  to  West  India  stations.  7or  a  few 
years  about  this  period  the  sickness  and  mortality  among  the 
Missionaries  were  mneh  less  than  formerly ;  and  several  Natire 
Ministers  were  raised  up  to  take  a  part  in  the  good  work. 
In  1852,  the  Bcv.  Lionel  D.  Rcay  was  apjiointed  to  Sierra 
L<  our  ;  autl  iii  lS5i  he  vvas  joined  by  the  Ivev.  Messrs,  Teal 
and  ])illon,  all  of  whom  were  spared  to  return  to  England,  after 
labouring  in  Africa  for  more  than  three  years.  This  was  not 
the  case,  however,  with  the  Rev.  William  Barrowclough,  who 
died  of  the  country  fever  at  Pree  Town,  on  the  3rd  of  April, 
1856,  three  mouths  after  his  arrival  on  the  coast. 

On  the  return  to  England  of  the  liev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edney 
in  1857,  the  £ev.  John  and  Mrs.  Weatherston  were  appointed 
to  Sierra  Leone.  Mrs.  Weatherston  soon  sank  under  the 
influence  of  the  climate ;  and  her  bereaved  husband  afterwards 
returned  home.  The  Bev«  Messrs.  Champness  and  Goe  were 
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mt  out  in  tti«  iateiim,  toward*  the  latter  end  of  1S5$,  andwm 
both  sparei  to  nliini  to  their  native  countrj,  where  they  am^ 
tiftoe  to  labour  with  aeeeptaooe  and  mcostt.  In  the  Eer. 
Joho  and  Ifn.  Biidgail»  who  had  laboured  mcenfally  far 
weial  yean  at  the  Gambia,  praoeeded^  by  diiectkm  of  the  Con* 
mttteot  from  that  ttatioo  to  Siem  Laone»  where  ihey  were  soon 
afUrwardt  joined  by  the  Bev.  James  J.  and  Urs.  Wray,  and  Hr« 
Holbert,  firom  Eoglsnd,  and  thns  the  Misdon  waa  once  more 
efficientlv  reiuforced.  But  this  noble  band  of  labotirew  wtt 
suuu  Lrokeii  by  sickiic>s  and  death.  Mrs.  Brid^jart  and  Mr. 
Hidbert  were  both  nnio\cti,  after  short  pHPriods  of  illness,  to 
thrir  licavtnly  rest,  wh'iUt  Mr.  iiiul  Mr.-.  AVr.iy  were  obligf<l  to 
return  to  Eiifiland  on  acco  iil  of  attliction.  Mr.  Bridgarl  ai*^ 
emliark'-d  for  Europe  aftrr  hi*  j  .liuful  bereavement ;  but  ]n'§ 
bealili  and  c€iiJstitutioa  were  so  c^  iupletely  shattered  by  what  he 
had  passed  through,  that  he  sank  oefore  the  voyage  was  coui- 
pletrd,  and  never  saw  his  native  land  agalo.  The  number  of 
1  t1)i  iurers  was  thus  reduced,  when  the  Ecv,  Messrs.  Berr\ 
Bhinshard  arrived  in  Sierra  Leone  in  January,  1S60»  both  of 
whom  were  spared  to  return  to  England*  These  emdlcttt 
brethren  were  joined  by  the  Bcv.  James  W.  Berrie  on  the  lOth 
of  Xovember*  1861,  who  returned  home  in  1865 ;  the  Bev, 
Joseph  Hall  having  gone  ont  In  the  interim  to  strengthen  the 
Mission.  For  several  years  after  the  removal  of  the  Bev.  James 
Ednev  to  the  West  Indies,  the  Sierra  Li^one  District  had  been 
left  without  a  General  Superiulcudent,  when,  in  1S€4,  the  \lc\. 
iWnjjunin  TrrifU'-kis  was  appointed  \o  thai  impoitaut  office, 
h.'iviiii;  iiol)ly  otTcrtd  «-<-r>ii\*  fur  AVestcm  Africa»  aAtf 
lAh  'urir.^'  iu  tb«  \V<>t  Iu»l;c§  for  li^arlv  thirtv  vrars. 

Ni>t« iilj'^trind.iiL:  tl.r  int(  miptions  occasioned  bv  the  sirkne«i 
mod  death  o(  so  many  of  the  Missionaries,  it  is  deU^itfid  to 
eotitetnpkte  the  rapid  progress  of  the  Sitim  Leone  Mission. 
Several  substantial  chapels  have  been  erected,  both  in  the 
capital  of  the  r  lony  and  in  the  coontry  tow  ns  and  Tillages* 
which  are  crowded  with  attentive  bearers  on  the  Sabbath.  A 
nnmbsr  of  scboob  are  in  active  opcrsiioii  for  the  tmininf  np  of 
the  ridng  generation,  and  n  Theological  Institntion  been 
astablished  for  Iba  edneation  of  young  men  aa  teachcw  and 
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Preachers,  which  has  already  b«en  pfodactive  of  much  good.* 
Since  the  Mission  was  commenced  a  large  mmber  of  Africans, 
chiefly  libeiated  slaTes»  have  been  brought  to  a  saving 
knowledge  of  the  tmtb,  many  of  whom  bare  died  in  the  faith 
and  hope  of  the  Gospel;  and  there  are  now  abont  six  thonsand 
church  membeis  on  tiie  respectiTe  stations,  and  upwards  of  four 
thousand  scholars  under  instruetion  in  the  Hisdon  schools, 
whilst  eight  Missionaries  are  usefully  employed  in  the  work,  live  ♦ 
of  whom  nre  native  Mricau  Ministers,  tlunn^t^lvcs  the  fruit  of 
missionar}-  labour.  On  the  occasion  of  tlie  celebration  of  the 
Jubilee,  the  largest  chapel  was  crowdtd,  r^wd  the  coutributious 
promised  amounted  to  more  than  four  hundred  pounds. 

CAFS  COAST  SETTLBMBNT. 

This  place  is  situated  in  that  part  of  Guinea  called  the  Gold 
Coast,  in  latitude  5"  6'  north,  and  in  lon^'itude  1°  10'  we?t.  It 
is  chiefly  remarkable  for  its  castle,  an  extensive  and  strong 
fortress,  which  was  erected  by  the  Alrican  Company  for  the 
protection  of  their  trade,  at  an  early  period  of  their  organiza- 
tion. The  castle  stands  upon  an  ele?ated  point  of  land,  about 
twenty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  forms  a  striking 
olject,  as  seen  from  the  ships  at  anchor  in  the  roads.  It  is  not 
only  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  afford  accommodation  for  the 
troops,  but  it  also  incbdes  within  its  massive  walls  the  residences 
of  the  Governor  and  other  public  functionaries ;  and  the  whole 

•  Dr.  Ptiol,  n  Clergyinau  of  the  Church  of  Euglaad,  bears  the  follow- 
ing  testimouy  to  the  excellent  cliaraotcr  of  the  Wcik.vau  losututioa 
for  the  training  of  native  Missionaries  and  teachers  at  King  Tom's 
Point,  Siena  Leone: — ^'It  hat  a  good  tibnry,  koA  the  pupils  tva 
hoarded  end  lodged  in  the  Im titiitioii.  The  edaeation  it  not  confined  to 
thcolopcil  snljeete,  hot  embiteee  geaciel  knowledge.  I  know  that  the 
Imoree  ddifcfed  to  thcie  jooag  people  are  extvemely  creditable  to  thoee 
tiho  have  to  prepare  them ;  and  that  even*  care  in  taken  by  the  Tatort  and 
^linisters  to  fulfil  their  dotiee  efficieatljr.  No  place  could  have  been  selected 
better  adapted  to  the  purpose  of  such  au  establishment.  The  si^U  iiion 
itself, — flote  npon  the  sea, — at  a  short  distance,  scarctly  a  mile,  fi"in  tlic 
town,  is  everything  that  could  be  desired.  The  building's  .-.(n  rd  aaiplc 
fjcroinmodaiion,  and  are  enclosed  within  extensive  grounds.  —I^ool's 
^larrauve.  - 
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Britisli  population  hafe  tsken  refuge  in  it  when  attacked  by  til 
inTadiBg  foe.  The  town  is  ntaated  behind  the  fort,  ind 
coDsiiU  of  a  few  good  fttone  bnilditiga,  bdonging  to  abool  t 
docen  Enrapeui  meiduuits  and  mpeetable  natives.  The  icet  of 
the  bonaes  are  Vnilt  of  •wish,"  a  oompoeitioii  of  mnd  and  giast» 
which  is  doiable  eo  long  it  is  protected  from  the  lain  by  a  pio- 
jeeting  roof.  The  popdatioa  it  estimated  at  five  tboosand,  and 
is  of  that  mixed  character  which  is  so  common  in  all  the  West 
African  settlements. 

Tlie  piouionton*  on  which  Cape  Coast  Castle  itauds  was 
oridnally  settled  by  tlie  r.u  tu-iiL--.' ;  hul  ihc  Dutch  dispossessed 
them  in  a  tew  years,  and  t/>  >k  ■  it  care  to  strengthen  the 
fortifications  as  much  po*>i;ih'.  Adiniral  Holmes  mpturrd  it 
in  1661,  since  which  lime  it  has  remaiiK  il  in  the  j)o?>e»siun  of 
Great  Britain,  having  been  confirmed  to  us  l»y  t  he  treaty  of 
Breda.  There  are  several  other  minor  forts  on  the  line  of  coast 
included  within  the  boundaries  of  the  setikment,  which  are  the 
centres  of  a  considerable  tnide,  osrried  on  bj  the  natives,  in 
gold  dust,  ivoiy,  palm  oil,  djre  woods,  and  ground  nuts,  for 
which  arr  given  trticles  of  European  manufaotitre.  In  fonner 
times,  this  settlement  naed  frequently  to  be  at  war  witb  the 
neighboviring  tribes ;  and  it  was  in  a  sanguinary  contest  witb 
the  Ashantis  that  Sir  Charles  ^tacartby  lost  bis  tile.  A  better 
understanding  had  extvted  for  many  vesrs,  when  another  niptors 
took  place  Wtween  tbe  Britijih  authorities  and  the  King  of 
A^li.inti,  in  IS64.  which  is  luucli  lu  hr  v'eplorcd,  a*  tlu*  wnole 
couutf)'  wtis  bej^iuuiug  to  feci  the  l>eni^  influeace  of 
Christianity. 

« 

Although  the  English  La^e  Incn  su  lunj;  (h  uiiuiiiil*  on  this 
part  of  lljf  coast,  couijwiralivcly  luiie  was  doii»'  till  a  few  years 
a^o  for  the  moral  elevnlion  of  the  natives.  As  early  as  1751, 
a  Clergy  man  of  the  Church  of  Kngland,  in  connexiofi  witb  the 
Socirty  for  the  Propagation  of  tlie  Gospel  in  Forfigii  Part*,  was 
appointed  to  Ial>our  at  Ca)>e  Coast  Castle.  He  continned  in  the 
capadty  of  Colonial  Chaplain  for  four  jpears ;  but  veiy  little 
imprsmtoo  seems  to  have  been  made  en  the  minds  of  the 
natives.  His  health  lailing,  ha  returned  to  England,  and  took 
with  him  three  native  bovs  tot  education.  One  of  thetCt  ntomd 
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Qoaque,  was  afterwards  sent  to  tlie  Uaiwsity  of  Oxford ;  and 
iNing  subsequently  ordained  to  the  sacred  offioe,  he  was 
appointed  Chaplain  to  Cape  Coast  Castle.  This  post  he  eon* 
tinned  to  occupy  for  more  than  fifty  years;  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  was  instramental  in  turning  any  of  his  fellow- 
countrymen  to  the  faith  of  the  Gospel.  Nor  is  this  matter  of 
surpribc,  when  it  is  known  that,  on  his  death-bed,  he  had  at 
least  as  much  confidence  in  the  influence  of  the  Fetish  as  in  the 
power  of  Christ iuiiity.  Several  English  Chaplains,  who  were 
sent  ovit  after  the  death  of  Quaque,  successively  died  soon  alter 
their  arrival  in  the  settlement,  and  the  country  was  left  in  a 
state  of  fearfol  moral  destitution  for  many  years. 

It  was  not  till  the  year  1834  that  the  Wesleyan  Missionary 
Society  commenced  its  labours  at  Cape  Coast.  The  way  was 
opened  for  this  enterprise  by  a  particular  providence.  A  few 
native  youths  had  learned  to  read  the  Bible  in  the  Government 
school  established  at  that  place,  and  their  minds  became  so  deeply 
impiessed  with  the  contents  of  the  sacred  Tolome,  that  they 
formed  themselves  into  a  society,  for  the  more  carefol  reading 
and  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  As  their  supply  of  the 
precious  book  was  very  limited,  they  agreed  to  send  to  England 
for  a  number  of  copies  of  tlie  New  Testament.  They  made 
their  case  known  to  Captain  Potter,  the  master  of  a  merchant 
vessel  from  Bristol.  The  heart  of  this  noble-minded  man  was 
so  impressed  in  their  favour,  that  he  not  only  procured  the 
necessary  supj)ly  of  Scripture-,  luit  also  called  at  the  Wesleyan 
Mission  House,  in  London,  aud  generously  oli'cred  to  take  out  a 
Missionary  to  Cape  Coast  free  of  expense  to  the  Society, 
engaging,  at  the  same  time,  to  bring  him  back  to  England,  if 
the  attempt  to  introduce  the  Gospel  should  prove  a  failure. 

The  Society  gladly  avaUed  themsfblves  of  this  benevolent 
offer,  recognising  the  hand  of  Ood  in  the  whole  affur ;  and  tho 
Bev.  Joseph  Dnnwell  was  appointed  to  commence  the  Mission 
on  the  Gold  Coast.  He  accordingly  sailed,  with  Captain  Potter, 
towards  the  dose  of  the  year,  and  landed  at  Cape  Const  Castlo 
on  the  Ist  of  January,  1885.  He  was  received  with  eveiy 
maik  of  kindness  by  his  Excellency  Governor  M*Lean,  and  with 
feelings  of  rapture  by  the  native  youths  who  were  so  anxious  to 
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be  inttnicled  in  tbe  knowledg*  of  the  cacfed  dcriptnrBs.  Thm 
young  Witkittuj  opened  liis  oommission  to  piteeh  the  Gospel 
in  Aliiisa  under  eireinBcUinoee  pecttlistly  eneonr8^n<r,  end  was 
eooo  fiiToiured  with  evident  tokens  of  the  Divine  preeenoe  and 
Ueasing,  not  only  in  Cape  Coast  Town,  but  in  other  places  in 
the  settlement  wiiicli  he  vi-ited,  to  make  kuown  th^'  srlnd  tiding* 
of  solvation.  His  cnrecr,  however,  was  soon  lenuinnU'i.  He 
cut  down  bv  iVvtr  on  the  '24tli  of  June,  1S3.*),  in  tlie  midit 
of  his  n«efulne$3  ;  nnd  lim^  le^ted  fioin  liis  iaboim,  in  Im 
ijjan  six  mouths  nuer  im  arrival  in  ilie  oountn'. 

ftome  time  after  the  htnKiiteci  diath  ot'  Mr.  Ihinw?!!,  two 
other  Missionaries  and  their  wives,  the  Bcv.  George  O.  and 
Mn.  Wiigiev,  end  the  fiev.  Peter  and  Mrs.  Hairop,  wm  eeai 
out  to  occupy  the  vacant  station ;  the  ptrty  first  named  anivn^ 
in  Africa  on  the  l&th  of  Septt  inber,  IS36,  and  the  others  on  the 
Iftth  of  Janoaiy,  1SS7.  Xhcj  laboiiied  with  great  soeeeas 
during  the  short  time  they  permitted  to  Mve ;  but  within 
the  shott  spaee  of  fifteen  months  the  whole  of  this  noble  band 
were  nnmbered  with  the  dead,  having,  like  many  others,  fallen  n 
sacriSee  to  the  dimate.  Indeed,  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrop 
died  in  three  weeks  after  their  arrival !  They  finished  thdr 
oouise,  and  were  called  to  their  reward,  in  the  following  onler  ^— 
Mrs.  Harro|i  ou  the  5th  of  February',  Mr  Ilanop  and  Mrs. 
Wrigiey  on  the  Sth  of  I",  iauarv,  and  Mr.  Wriirley  on  the  16th 
of  Noveiul)'  r,  1  ^37.  \V<"  nms  imagine  the  fetUngs  of  the  poor 
aiHictt  il  niui  Ix-renved  Mijiionaiv,  Mr.  Wrii^lrv,  the  last  sur- 
vivor oi  tlir  :V»ur,  «hen  l.e  was  called  to  clo-e  the  t'vcs  of  his 
beloved  wuV  and  those  of  his  dear  coUea^e  in  the  same  hour, 
and  that  within  three  days  of  the  death  of  tbe  first  victim.  In 
writing  to  the  Oommittee  shortly  afterwanls,  he  says,  *'  Lile, 
indeed,  in  tt^v  circumstances,  has  no  charms;  nor  could  I 
support  myself  beneath  the  weight  of  such  a  stioke,  were  itnol 
fcr  the  hope  of  ere  long  joining  the  glorified  spirit  of  my 
devoted  partner,  and,  in  tbe  mean  time,  of  Ibllowtng  np  thoaa 
vietories  of  the  cross  of  oor  Bmmannel,  which  together  we 
have  been  enabled  to  achieve  to  Hb  i^oiy  sinee  we  arrived  om 
these  inhospilable  sbotcs."  This  hope  of  meeting  in  hravmi  the 
glorified  ^uhts  of  tbe  departed  was  soon  realiied;  hot  the 
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Bemben  of  the  in&at  cliiirch  wett  left  in  the  wUderoes8,  at 
sheep  wHhoat  a  ahepberd. 
Notwithstandiiig  this  mysterioos  and  afflictive  dispensation  of 

Divine  Providence,  the  Societv  could  not  reconcile  the  idea  of 
relinquishing  5uch  an  important  Mission  witli  a  sense  of  duty, 
so  long  as  willing  laboui'ers  were  found  to  occupy  the  post  of 
danger ;  and  towards  the  close  of  the  same  vear  the  Rev.  T. 
B.  and  ^Irs.  Freeman  were  sent  out  to  supply  the  vacant 
station.     They  arrived  at  Cape  Coast  on  the  3rd  ol"  January', 
;  and  on  the  20th  of  FL-bruary  following  Mrs.  Freeman 
was  cot  down  by  fever,  after  a  few  hours'  illness.    On  the  13tli 
of  January,  1S40,  the  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mycock  and  Mr. 
Brooking  arrived  at  Gape  Coast  to  relnforrc  tlie  Mission,  and  to* 
enable  Mr.  Freeman  to  visit  England.   This  party  were  all 
aeieifttlly  spared  to  return  home,  after  fulfilling  diffeient  periods- 
of  service  in  Aiiica.   Early  in.  the  year  1841,  Mr.  Freeman 
with  Mrs.  Freeman  (second)  returned  to  the  Gold  Coast,  aecom* 
panied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hesk,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shipman,  and 
Messrs.  Watson,  Thackwray,  and  Walden ;  but  Mrs.  Freeman 
died  on  the  25  th  of  August  following,  and  Mrs.  Hesk  wa* 
called  to  her  reward  three  days  afterwards.     Two  of  the 
brethren  belonging  to  this  party  were  also  called  to  rest  from 
their  labours  soon  after  their  arrival ;  Mr.  Thackwray  on  the  4tli 
of  Mav,  and  Mr.  Walden  on  the  20tli  of  Julv.     Thus  four  out 
of  the  nine  died  within  seven  months  after  the  date  of  their 
landing  on  the  shores  of  Africa  ;  and  tlie  lifth,  ^Ir.  Shipman, 
finished  his  course  on  the  22Dd  of  February,  1843,  after 
labouring  with  success  for  two  years.    Mr.  Hesk  and  Mrs. 
Shipinnn  returned  to  England  almost  immediately  after  their 
respective  bereavements ;  and  Mr.  Watson  was  also  spared  to 
return  home,  after  fulfilling  his  appointed  period  of  service  in 
Western  Africa.  In  January,  1848,  the  Bev.  William  AUen 
arrived  at  Cape  Coast,  and  was  spared  to  return  to  England, 
after  labouring  efficiently  for  two  years.   This  was  not  the  case, 
however,  with  the  Bev.  Messrs.  Wyatt  and  Bowlands,  who 
arrived  a  few  weeks  afterwards.    Mr.  Wyatt  died  on  the  6th  of 
Ainil,  when  he  had  only  been  about   three  months  in  the 
couutiy  i  and  Mr.  Rowlands  was  called  away  on  the  10th  of 
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July,  after  a  residence  of  about  six  months.  On  the  tMi 
of  January,  1S4S,  the  Be7.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Watkins,  and  the 
BeT«  Mr.  Chapman,  hmded  at  Cape  Coast,  to  strengthen  the 

Mission  ;  but  ^Irs.  Wntkius  only  lived  thirty-nine  days  after  her 
arrival,  bi  ing  called  auay  on  the  1st  of  March,  after  a  short  but 
painful  illness.  About  thirteen  months  afterwards  she  was 
followed  to  a  better  world  by  her  beloved  husband,  who  fiuiahcd 
his  earthly  eourse  on  the  7th  of  February,  1*^44.  Mr.  Chapman 
was  spared  to  return  to  England,  and  was  afterwards  usefully 
employed  as  a  Miasionary  in  South  Africa. 

The  next  Missionaiy  party  sent  out  to  the  Gold  Coast  oon- 
aisted  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Annear,  who  had  previously 
labonzed  at  Sierra  Leone,  and  the  Bev.  Messrs.  Martin  and 
Greaves.  Tbs^  arrived  on  the  12th  of  December,  184$.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Annear  and  Mr.  Martin  were  spared  to  return  to 
Eng^nd ;  but  Mr.  Greaves  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  dimate,  on  the 
14th  of  July,  1844,  about  seven  months  after  hia  arrival.  On 
the  20th  of  March,  1644,  theBev.  B.  Brooking  landed  at  Cape 
Coast  Castle,  for  the  second  time,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Brooking.  They  were  both  spared  to  retui  ii  lo  England,  nnd 
were  afterwards  usefully  employed  in  Canada  aud  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Territories. 

On  the  23rd  of  Juno,  1^45,  the  Rev.  T.  B.  Freeman  returned 
to  Cape  Coast,  for  the  third  time,  necompnnied  by  the  Rev. 
Heury  Wharton,  a  native  of  the  West  Indies,  and  himself 
the  fruit  of  missionary  toil,  who  still  continues  to  labour 
efficiently  in  Western  Africa.*   On  the  SOth  of  December,  in 

*  The  writer  wonH  here  rcconl  liis  eralituJc  to  alniiclity  God  for  His 
lucrcy  auU  guuduesa  ia  the  pre&ervulioii  ul  tkis  zonluus  Missiouary  fur  &o 
mauy  years.  He  hid  the  houour  of  directiug  ^Ir.  Wharton'f  studies  in 
early  ^fe,  and  of  recommciiding  him  for  the  Christian  laiiiiBtry ;  aad  when 
fidly  eogaged  in  the  work,  Mr.  'Wharton  wu  hia  ooUeagoe  on  a  West  India 
atation  for  two  yean»  np  to  the  tine  of  his  noUy  offiBfing  himself  ftr 
Western  Africn.  From  thia  period,  he  had  &ithflilly  laboured  on  the  Gold 
Coast  for  niucteen  yean,  without  ever  being  absent  from  his  post  of  duty, 
vrhcn  m  1804  he  paid  a  pleasant  visit  to  EngUnd,  the  incidents  of  which  will 
long  be  reuiembfred.  To  show  thf  rliaractcr  «tf  the  -work  in  which  Mr. 
Wharton  was  engaged  imTnediately  <ni  arrival  ia  Africa,  we  here  quote  ft 
sentence  or  two  £rom  a  letter  received  froui  him,  dated  Kumasi,  capital  of 
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tlie  same  year,  the  B^v.  William  Allen  arrived  at  Cape  Coast, 
ibr  ihe  second  time,  accorapaiiictl  by  Mis.  Allen,  and  the  Rev. 
"Messrs.  Findlav  aud  Addison.  Thev  were  snared  to  return  to 
Englaud,  after  labouring  tflicieutly  lor  two  or  three  years,  with 
the  exception  of  Mr.  1  indlay.  This  pious  young  Missionary 
fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  climate  on  the  IQth  of  March,  1846,  about 
eight  weeks  after  his  arrival.  On  the  7th  of  January,  1847» 
the  Bev.  Messrs*  Thomas,  Uarrop,  and  Hillard  arrived  at  Cape 
Coast,  and  were  all  spared  to  return  to  England,  after  labouring 
successfully  for  two  and  three  years  respectively.  In  the  month 
of  March,  1849,  the  Bev.  F.  Hart  arrived  at  Gape  Coast,  and 
lowatds  the  close  of  the  year  1850  he  was  folbwed  by  the  Bev* 
Mesna.  Gardener  and  Bichaids*  Messrs.  Hart  and  Bichards 
were  obliged  to  return  to  England  at  an  early  period,  on  account 
of  the  Mure  of  their  health ;  but  Mr.  Gardener  continued  to 
labour  on  different  stations  in  the  Gdd  Coast  District,  nith 

Asbanti,  Angoft  1st,  1846: — "On  the  oecMiODof  my  being  presented  to 
the  King,  there  could  not  have  been  an  assemblage  of  less  than  9,000  or 
10,000  honh,  all  iromerscd  in  the  grossest  ignorance  and  siiperstitioti, 
literally  '  without  God  and  without  ho|>e  in  the  world.'  One  incident  I 
must  not  omit  to  mention  ;  and  being  the  first  of  the  kind  I  iiad  ever 
witnes^,  i  tliall  not  easily  forget  it.  \Viiil&t  waiting  to  pay  my  respects 
to  the  King  and  hi«  Councillors,  two  men,  about  to  be  sacrificed,  were 
marehed  akog  aesr  whcfe  I  sat  They  were  in  a  ittte  of  complete  nodity, 
Their  annt  were  doiety  tied  behind  their  baeka.  Long  tpear*km?ea  wen 
throat  through  their  rheeks,  from  which  the  blood  flowed  eopioiialy,  asd 
oordled  on  their  breasts.  The  moona  of  one  of  the  victims  in  particular 
-were  heart-rending.  Never  till  that  moment  did  I  fully  realize  my  position 
as  a  Missionary  in  miserable,  degraded,  pitiless  Africa.  Eight  human  beings 
fell  under  the  sacrifintnl  knife,  in  lionour  of  the  deceased  Queen  of  Jnbin,  in 
Knmasi  alone,  'i  he  number  slaughtered  in  .Tsbin  itself  niu>t  liave  been 
immense.  I  have  sinee  seen  a  Cajitaiu  from  there,  who  was  present  at  the 
custom,  aud  who  informed  me  that  upwards  of  300  were  sacrificed  in 
that  town.  Hnman  sacrifices  are  almost  of  daily  occurrence  in  Kumasi.  I 
have  witnessed  aevend  deeapitatioaa  aheady,  and  I  ba?e  seen  aa  many  as 
twdve  headOeaa  hnman  bodiea  leattend  along  the  public  atreeta.  The 
-ooostankly  witnea^g  aodi  cold-blooded  mmdera  haa  almost  panfyscd  mj 
^brto;  and  I  am  sometimes  led  to  thmk  that  hnman  aacrificea  will  never  be 
done  away  in  Kumasi.  Then,  again,  my  gloomy  thoughts  are  dispelled, 
when  I  remember  what  haa  been  done  in  other  lands  by  the  regenerating 
power  of  the  GoapcL'* 
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great  accq)tance  and  effidencj',  for  the  long  term  of  nine  Teart : 

nnd  siucc  bis  n  uiru  to  Euj^iuad  Lc  has  been  uscfuliv  ciu ployed 
iu  lilt-  i:ome  work. 

Several  Naiive  Ministers  hiivinc:  lieen  raited  up  to  take  a 
part  ill  th^  gooil  uuik,  some  y(ars  now  elapsed  belort-  any  uiore 
Mi%sioaarica  were  >eut  from  England.  Towards  the  olo--  f^C 
1S56,  however,  the  Kev.  William  and  Mr^.  West,  wlio  ha^I  ioug 
and  uscfullv  laboured  in  the  West  Indies,  proceeded  to  Cape 
Coast,  wfai^re  thev  arrived  on  the  ISth  of  Norember.  The 
llissiou  was  further  strengthened,  in  the  following  year,  by  the 
•rrivnl  of  the  Ber,  John  A,  Gnraev  from  the  Gambia.  In  tha  in* 

* 

t«ruii,  the  eutumftaneea  of  the  Cape  Goaat  Diatrkt  appciriiig  to 
require  tuch  a  meaaura,  the  Commttteo  tent  out  the  Ber.  Danid 
West  as  a  special  deputatum  to  flsanuiie  Into  the  state  of  the 
work ;  and,  had  be  Ufed  to  report,  in  p«raon»  the  reenlt  of  his 
obsenrations,  the  benefit  to  the  ftitmo  opecatknia  of  the  Ws* 
sions  would,  no  doubt,  hare  been  eoodderable;  but,  in  the 
order  of  Divine  Providence,  he  waa  not  permitted  to  sec  his 
nativi'  land  ;ii::iir..  He  died  fit  the  (iambia,  whwre  he  Lad 
CikLc.l  oil  hia  liuuicwarJ  pn><i^^e,  0!i  tlu'  C4th  of  Februar)',  1S57. 

The  next  Mi*sionar\  sctii  out  to  the  L';\\h'  Co.im  was  the 
Rev.  William  IL  Milward  iu  lb5'J  ;  but  Iu-  xv;u-<  ♦.oon  oHli^l  to 
return  oa  anxjunt  of  the  faUure  ot  bi'^  in  uUli.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Weit,  and  Mr.  Gunuy,  also  returned  this  year,  having  more 
than  completed  the  tenn  of  their  appointment.  After  these 
departor^,  there  wn«  not  one  EnfOpcan  Jfisaionar)'  remaining 
in  the  Pi?trict.  Tiie  labonren  were  generally  natives  of 
Western  Africa,  with  Mr.  ^VharUMl,  a  nattre  of  the  West  Indies^ 
at  their  head.  In  I860,  howevor,  the  Ber*  Thomas  and  Mn. 
Champnes*,  who  had  picvioasif  labouod  at  Sima  Leone,  and 
the  Bet.  Mrseis.  Morns  and  Sharps  were  aeni  out  to  the  Gold 
Coast  Distfiet,  where  thej  airived  in  the  month  of  December : 
bat  Mr.  Morris  waa  soon  obliged  to  fetnm  hone,  in  oonse* 
<{0fnce  of  the  fkilure  of  hit  beidth ;  and  he  was  succeeded  by 
the  B'-v.  Alfred  Taylor,  who  arrived  at  Cape  Coast  on  the  I'^th 
of  J.  nu  tr}',  l'^62,  nccompuninl  !»>  the  Kev.  W.  West,  who  now 
wcl:  c«t  to  Wt^urji  Aifua,  ns  drneral  Suj)LTintL lidtal,  laf 

kccQikd  imc,   iu  1963,  the  Uoid  Coast  Mmion  waa  xvittibrccd 
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by  the  appointment  of  the  Ber.  Messrs.  Davis,  Gardiner,  and 
Syfgm ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  ChampneBa  having  been  obliged  to  rttum 
to  Bngland,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  his  health,  and  the 
lots  of  his  beloved  wife  at  Abbeokuta,  The  number  of  Mis- 
sionaries necessary  for  the  efficient  working  of  this  extensive 
District  having  been  redooed  by  the  return  to  England  of  the 
Ber.  Messrs.  Gardiner,  Taylor,  and  Sharp,  the  Rer.  Messrs. 
Bichroond,  Robinson,  and  Cuthbert  were  sent  out  in  1864 ;  but 
"htlv.  Cuthbert  was  cut  down  by  lever  at  Lagos,  a  few  weeks 
after  hh  arrival.  The  Mission  also  suffered  a  serious  loss,  this 
year,  in  the  death  of  tlie  Kev,  Edward  liickersteth,  au  exceiieut 
aud  usrful  Native  Atinister. 

Amid  tlie  vnrious  chan«^rs  and  privations  througli  wliirh  tlie 
Missions  on  the  Gold  Coast  and  in  other  parts  of  Guinea  liave 
had  to  pass,  they  have  been  favoured  by  a  raeasure  of  prosperity 
which  is  really  astonishing.  The  work  has  not  only  taken  deep 
root  in  Cape  Coast  Town ;  but  it  has  also  been  extended  to 
Dix  Cove,  Elmina,  Anamabu,  Domonasi,  James  Town,  (Akrah,) 
Winnibah,  Legos,  Badagry,  Whydab,  Abbeokuta,  and  other 
places ;  including  Kumasi,  the  blood-stained  capital  of  Ashanti« 
In  these  phiees  Christian  congregations  have  been  gathered. 
Mission  schools  established,  and  a  large  amount  of  real  spiritual 
good  effected.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  in  the  Gold  Coast 
District  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society  has  eighteen  chapeh, 
fourteen  Mmionaries,  {nine  of  tchom  are  natives  of  Africa,) 
nearly  three  Ihomand  church  meuibers^  and  about  fifteen  hundred 
children  in  the  Mission  schools,  whilst  upwards  of  eitj/U  thumand 
Datives  have  been  brou(;ht  under  the  sound  of  the  Gospel. 

THE  G.\MBTA. 

Although  the  navigation  of  the  river  Gambia  bad  been  left, 
for  many  years,  almost  entirely  to  the  English,  it  was  not  till 
after  the  restoration  of  the  Senegal  and  Goree  to  the  French  in 
1816,  that  a  permanent  settlement  was  formed  for  the  encon- 
ngement  of  legitimate  commerce,  and  the  suppression  of  the 
alave  trade.  The  place  selected  for  this  purpose  was  an  island 
called  St.  Mary's,  four  miles  long,  and  one  broad,  situated 
about  ten  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  separated  from 
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the  mail)  land  towards  the  south  hv  a  hjjitow  creek  called  the 
"Oyster  Creek."  The  island  is  generally  low  and  swampy; 
bat  it  was  considered  the  iDO«i  eligible  piaoe  for  a  tettkuieot 
from  its  oommandinff  position,  nnd  tlie  eicellent  anchorage 
which  the  river  affords,  at  this  point,  for  vessels  of  almost  any 
burden.  The  principal  town  is  Bathurst,  which  stands  on  the 
northern  aide  of  the  ialaod«  facing  the  main  biaach  of  the  river» 
in  ktitnde  18*  north»  and  loogitode  17*  wett  It  eontaba  a 
nomber  of  exoeUent  homei,  among  which  nuj  be  noted  the 
Go¥erament  Hottie,  the  Wedey an  Hiaiion-Hoiiae  and  chapet, 
the  barraeka,  the  hotpital,  and  the  priaon.  The  town  ia  jaid 
oat  with  wide  ttreeta  at  right  angles ;  and  the  one  which  rune 
parallel  with  the  river  contains  a  number  of  excellent  stone 
builiiings,  with  verandahs  in  Iront,  which  not  only  aHurd  a  moft 
delishtful  prospect  to  the  inhabitants,  but  give  to  the  pluce 
a  bt*aiitit"ul  .•ij)}>('nr:iiu'f  when  viewed  from  the  shippinsj  in 
the  harbour,  'l  lic  back  jurt  of  the  lovvu  i-»  occupied  cliii  fiv- 
with  native  huts,  fcrnicd  of  watlUd  c.nic,  lhatclied  with 
grass,  and  neatly  plii»tertd  and  whitewashed,  ^idiers'  Town, 
Melville  Town,  Goderich  Town,  Jollar  Town,  and  Moka  Town» 
are  mere  villages  in  different  parts  of  the  island.  The  popa« 
lation  of  the  eokmy  may  be  estimated  at  about  fifty  Europeans* 
and  three  thoasand  natives ;  of  whom  a  more  particular  nceoonl 
will  afterwaids  be  given. 

No  provision  had  been  made  for  the  moral  and  leligbna 
instruction  of  the  eolonisls,  or  of  the  native  Iribea  of  this  part 
.of  Afnca»  when  the  Wesleyan  Missionarr  Society  commenced  ita 
Udioait  in  the  ytnr  I  SSI.  The  first  liitsbnary  sent  out  was 
the  Rev.  John  Morgaa,  who  arrived  at  St.  Mary*s  on  the  8th 
of  Februar>'.  He  was  soon  afterwards  joine<)  bv  the  Kev.  John 
Baker  from  Sierra  Leone,  wlieu  the  two  d<  votrd  t  r*  tliren  l>ejjnn 
to  luok  :tl)<uit  for  tlu'  Ill'J^'.  I  tiL'iide  site  for  a  Mi-^iun  station. 
Their  cil>jrct  hoii:;  cliirily  i.>  Ikih  IU  tiie  surrounding  nntivo 
trib'  -i,  ihrv  wrir  .  ii]Liuu4,  *t  j»tj*»ii>ie,  to  establi^li  thfin'^f  l\ <  >  on 
the  mum  land;  :iih!  Trntnbar  havihi;  been  recomtimulid  as  a 
suitable  pUc^.  Mr.  Morgan  went  there  alone  on  a  fisit  of 
ob^erTntion,  as  Mr.  Bnker  was  suffering  from  indisposiiion. 
The  king  of  thai  part  of  the  country  leadUy  granted  pcrmissioa 
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for  the  Missionaries  to  settle  on  his  land,  but  signified  hi3 
inability  to  afford  them  protection  in  case  they  should  be 
molested  by  the  people ;  so  the  idea  of  going  there  wus 
relinquished.  On  the  partial  recovery  of  Mr.  Bakir,  the 
Missionaries  went  together  on  a  visit  to  the  King  of  Condio, 
OD  the  southern  bank  of  the  Gambia.  Having  offered  their 
presents,  they  were  graciously  received  by  his  sable  Miijesty, 
who  signified  his  consent  for  the  strangers  to  settle  in  any  part 
of  the  conntiy  which  they  might  select.  They  nltimatdy  fiied 
upon  a  place  called  Mandauaree,  about  eight  miles  from  Si. 
Mary's,  and  commenced*  soon  afterwards,  to  fell  the  trees,  and 
to  bnild  a  honse  to  live  in«  wbieh  they  completed  in  a  few 
weeks,  with  the  help  of  the  natives.  During  the  erection  and 
subsequently,  the  Missionaries  alternately  visited  St.  Mary's 
once  a  week  to  preach  to  the  people,  and  sometimes  they  went 
together.  On  the  l-ith  of  June,  their  tempuiurv  dwelling 
house  was  so  far  ndvanced  as  to  admit  of  their  oecuj)ying  it, 
which  tliry  found  a  f^reat  relief,  having  hitherto  lodj^fd  with  a 
Nesrro  in  bis  hut  amid  mnnv  discomforts.  Altiioujili  eonsider- 
ably  elevated,  the  place  st-leeted  for  a  Mission  stution  at  Man- 
danaree  was  far  from  healthy;  and  when  the  rainy  season 
commenced,  both  the  Missionaries  were  prostrated  with  fever, 
and  were  obliged  to  be  removed  to  St.  Mary's,  where  they  could 
have  medical  aid.  Before  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  Mr. 
Baker  proceeded  to  the  West  Indies,  by  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee, his  health  being  so  impaired,  by  his  long-continued 
laboura  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  as  to  require  a  change. 

Mr.  Morgan  had  recovered  from  bis  first  attack  of  fever,  and 
was  proceeding  in  his  beloved  work,  when  be  had  the  pleasu)re 
of  receiving  the  Bev.  Mr.  Bell  on  the  S8th  of  Januar}-,  1S22, 
who  had  been  sent  from  England  to  his  assistance.  This 
devoted  young  Missionary  appeared  well  adapted  for  the  enter- 
prise in  which  he  had  embarked ;  but  he  was  soon  caliod  away 
to  a  better  country,  lie  died  of  fever  at  St.  Mary's,  on  the 
15tli  of  March,  forty-six  days  after  hi$  arrival.  Mr.  Morgan 
was  thus  left  once  more  alone ;  and  the  bn  tlm  ii  at  Sierra 
Leone,  being  aware  of  his  circumstances,  sent  the  Ih  v.  Mr. 
Lane  to  his  assistance.   This  arrangement,  though  well-meant, 
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iras  not  of  much  ndvnnt^srp  tn  tlu'  riaiubia,  a»  tbc  v^usnsr  ]Mi?-  • 

•  •         •  ' 

nMi^jcil  to  return  t(t  Sierra  T.<'(iii»\  wIktc  lii.'  soon  ancrwnrfls 
r  -*tecl  from  Ins  labour.  On  hearinj;  of  the  loss  wIim  U  ihe 
^Mission  had  soaUined,  the  Coinmitti  e  ^•nt  out  the  Kev.  lln^/rrt 
and  Mrs  Hawkins,  who  arrived  at  St.  Man's  on  the  14th  of 
April,  1824.  This  valuable  aoeession  to  the  strmgth  of  the 
Mission  enabled  Mr.  Morgan  to  undertake  a  voyage  to  Mnrar- 
thy'a  Island,  aboal  three  hundred  miles  np  the  Gambia,  with  a 
view  to  oommenee  a  Miieion  there.  He  had  Ttaited  this  plaee 
the  jear  before,  in  company  with  Migor  Grant,  the  GoTernor, 
when  it  was  selected  as  a  snitable  loealitY  for  a  settlement ;  and 
he  had  erer  ainee  dierished  the  hope  of  planting  the  standard 
of  the  cross  on  that  advanced  post  in  the  interior.  The  enter- 
prininft  Missionary  embarked  accordinifly  ;  and  reached  Macar- 
thy*8  Island  on  the  28th  of  April  :  but  he  found  the  d'ffiouliirs 
so  numerous,  the  hmt  so  intense,  niid  his  state  of  iicaliL  ^o 
fttble,  that  he  waa  ohli<rrd  t^^  n  tuni  to  St.  Mark's  without 
hnvin?  or^ftnired  a  Mission  stalicni.  v  In'rli  he  «o  nnich  dr-ir^d. 
In  the  r.irly  p.trt  of  1*<?5,  Mr.  ^forL:;H^  u.t<  undrr  the  ne<*t  «''^'fy 
of  returning  to  England,  with  his  health  and  eotint  jiution  much 
impaired,  harinj^  diligently  and  saccesifully  laboured  at  ihe 
Gambia  up^nrds  of  four  years. 

Mr  and  Mn>.  Hawkins  had  the  srasoning  ferer  Ter>'  severely  ; 
but  were  nercifnlly  restore  to  a  moderate  state  of  health  in  a 
short  time,  and  pioeeedcd  in  their  belored  work  with  evident 
tokens  of  the  Difine  pretence  and  blessing.  The  attempt  to 
'  establish  a  station  at  Mandanaree  had  now  been  entirely 
fetinquished.  and  the  hboon  of  the  Missionaiy  were  confined 
to  St.  3lary*s,  where  there  was  abundance  of  work,  and  a  mnch 
better  prospeet  of  sueeets.  The  liret  Missionaries  bad  not 
preaehed  many  times  in  Bathurst.  when  they  wi  re  enrouraijed 
bv  witnessiniT  two  or  thn-e  elcar  instance*  of  tMuversion.  Thc^e 
first-fruits,  with  other  inquirtr?*,  w*Te  j:ntheretl  into  a  rl<««, 
for  further  instruction  :  ami  a  *mall  Nntive  ('hri*tinii  Churrh 
v.is  fonnetl  at  an  enr  \  ji- ri-^'d.  vthich  wa*  cou'^tantly  rm'ivinjf 
BcTi'^sions  to  its  nuiii!)  r  of  t;;  iiS'-rs.  A  Mis-ion  school  l^"  ? 
also  been  ej^tabiish*  '  .I'ld  now  the  '^'irU  a!  well  thr  feuinlc" 
aeasbers  of  soeieiy  had  ihe  adrantdge  of  the  orersigbl  and 

Digitized  by  Google 


CUAP.  V. — SNQUSU  SBTTLEMJBKXS  AM)  M18SiU:<3.  117 


care  of  tlie  Biissionary's  excellent  wife.   The  religious  sernces 

were  at  first  conducted  iu  the  open  air,  and  afterwards  in  a 
liired  hou;5e ;  but  now  a  bub.-staiiiial  stone  buildinij  hati  been 
eroded,  whicli  answered  tlie  double  purpose  of  chapel  and 
school-room,  with  arran;4;cnienLs  also  for  a  ^ii^slon-llo^se,  the 
]\Iis>ionary'6  residence  beinii;  on  the  second  floor,  and  the 
UieeLiug-housie  in  the  basenieiiL  story.  Thus  was  the  Mission 
fairly  established  on  a  permanent  basia;  and  the  good  woik 
•progressed  in  a  very  pleasing  manner. 

In  1S26  the  Bev.  Samuel  and  Mrs.  Dawaon  were  sent  out 
from  England,  to  relieve  Mr.  and  Mra.  Hawkins,  who  had  fulfilled 
the  term  of  their  appointment ;  but  as  no  opportunity  offered  for 
the  Gambia  direct,  they  embarked  for  Sierra  Leone.  Whilst 
they  were  detained  in  that  colony*  they  had  their  seasoning 
fever,  under  which  Mrs.  Dawson  sank,  as  already  stated ;  and 
her  bereaved  hnsband,  on  his  recovery,  had  to  proceed  to  his 
appointment  at  the  Gambia  alone,  wh^  he  only  arrived  on  the 
ISth  of  February  in  the  following  year.  In  the  month  of  May 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkins  embarked  for  England,  where  they 
arrived  in  jiafety,  afler  a  short  and  pleasant  passtis^e  ;  and  were 
subsequeuiiy  appointed  to  the  \\  est  liidies,  where  they  laboui'cd 
long  and  successf  ully  iu  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

The  next  Missionary  to  the  Gambia  was  the  Rev.  Kichard 
Marshall,  who,  with  Mrs.  MarslntU,  arrived  at  St.  Mary's  on 
the  18th  of  November,  1S2S;  and  Mr.  Dawson,  being  thus 
relieved,  was  spared  to  return  to  En<;land,  having  fulfilled  his 
appointed  period  of  service  in  Western  Africa*  The  following 
rainy  season  was  one  of  peculiar  sickness  and  mortality  all 
along  the  coast:  but  the  newly  arrived  Missionary  and  his 
wife  at  the  Gam|>ia  passed  through  their  seasoning  fever  as 
well  as  they  could  have  expected,  having  taken  a  voyage  to 
Ooree  for  a  change  of  air  in  the  mean  time,  and  were  thus 
•pared  to  prosecute  their  work  with  comfort  and  success.  This 
was  not  the  case,  however,  the  following  year.  Mr.  Marshall 
was  suddenly  cut  down  by  malignant  fever,  after  five  days* 
illness,  on  the  19th  of  August,  1830.*    Two  days  afler  her 

•  Th<?  reader  will  find  an  intcrc«ting  memoi/of  the  Rev.  luclmni  ^^r^rehf\ll, 
by  the  Uev.  J.  £•  ikmltoa,  iu  th»  We»lc;yftu  Methodirt  Maguine,  fur  1633« 
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painful  berenrcroeiit  Mn.  ^fnrsliaU  embarked  for  England, 
with  her  infant  son,  and  an  African  none.  She  arrired  in 
Briftol  on  the  let  of  October,  in  a  state  of  greai  mental  and 
bodily  enfferings  and.  being  seized  with  eonTnlaiont,alieeKpirad 
about  forty>eight  honn  alter  the  landed,  and  befoie  the  bad  an 
opportunity  of  tedng  any  of  her  frienda. 

It  was  under  these  painful  and  afliotife  draumstanoes  that 
the  witter  and  lua  dear  partner  were  appointed  to  81.  Maiy'a 
on  the  river  Gambia,  as  the  soeosttoft  of  Mr.  md  Mrs. 
Mnr^hMll,  who  were  so  mysteriously  railed  to  a  better  world, 
ill  thf  midst  of  their  u*f  ltjliass.  In  tbc  pnrtiling  pages  wc 
hnve  1h  t  II  (ihli^eel  to  (.'outiuo  our«t  lv(s  to  n  men*  outline  of  the 
resptciivc  stations  which  hnve  piis^ed  undrr  rrview  ;  Hut  in  the 
fol'nwiiij^  chapters  )>r opo^e  to  <^ive  a  |>i  r^onnl  nnrrntivr  of 
iijir>u»n?iry  Inhour  at  thv  nvor  (i.Tinl)in,  (l<  t-tilmi:  suvh  i.icis  iuid 
inculfuts  m  :ij>prar  Iiktly  to  give  the  reader  a  coirect  idea  of 
Uie  dtaracter  of  our  work  in  Western  Africa. 


CHAPTBR  VI. 

CoMXCSCEMm  OP  RBaOHAL  UBom 

Till.  Pni^iJenre  of         -Mi« ion anr  OrjkhAu  Boy — Appotntrorrt  to  Afrira 
—  KuTwcU  to  En^ful — RcMption  by  iht  SaXirc* — Interrtcw  tritk 
the  GofWMT^nnt  gaWwIh   AfiMj— ml  ef  Ishaai  Ptmihi^ 
Scliooh  Jwih  VnfalUtlia^Um§t  CwMseaiM   Birth  ef 
Cbfldrne-tacnl  Rito»-Bnl  QnwaA->Mnfcimma<kii  T^iial^ 
NaUvc  Uoam-^ohs  Cmgidifm  Tim  fltflih. 

The  doctrine  of  a  partinilnr  prortdenee  is  ftequent^  lMf» 
ni^'-d  by  the  humble  Christian,  in  his  own  eip<>rietic<e ;  and, 
speaking  of  the  AlmightT,  an  inspired  writer  has  said,  In  all 
thy  ways  acknowledge  Him,  and  Ue  shall  dirrci  thy  paths." 
rPtot.  iiL  We  sometimes  ibid,  that  the  most  impoctani 
ev<iits  of  our  Utcs  drpml  upon  incsdcnta  and  cirenmalanega 
which  in  themaelrea  appear  trifling  and  ias^mflesnt  Thb  I 
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have  frequently  observeii,  and  regard  it  as  very  important  for 
aU,  and  especially  for  young  persons,  on  coiniueiicing  the 
journey  of  life,  that  they  should  watcli  for  the  **  moving  of  the 
cloud  "  before  they  advance,  and  seek  for  Divine  directioQ,  by 
eaniedt  prayer,  in  every  step  they  take.  On  reviewinj^  the  past, 
and  retracing  all  the  way  in  which  the  Lord  has  led  me  these 
many  years  in  the  wildernes9,  I  cannot  but  rrj^ard  my  appoiat- 
inent  to  labour  aa  a  Christian  Missionary  among  the  sable  aona 
of  Uam,  as  peculiarly  providential. 

Hafing  been  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  the  tratb  in  early 
life,  chiefly  throngh  the  instrumentality  of  pious  parents,  and 
Sabbath-eehool  instruetion,  1  soon  felt  it  upon  my  heart  to 
procUdm  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  my  perishing  fellow  men,  as 
the  Lord  enabled  me.  For  some  time  I  was  employed  as  a 
Local  Preacher  in  the  neighbourhood  of  my  natiTc  pfaice ;  and, 
ftom  the  sttooess  which  attended  these  humble  efforts,  nnd  the 
longing  desire  which  I  felt  to  promote  the  interests  of  the 
llcdeeiner's  kitii^doui,  I  was  induced  to  believe  tiiaL  tlie  Lord 
had  a  still  greater  work,  lor  inc  to  do  in  His  vineyard.  At 
length  the  way  seemed  to  open;  ami,  urged  by  my  spintual 
advisers,  and  constrained  by  "the  love  of  Christ/*  I  was  led 
to  oftVr  myself  as  n  candidate  for  the  Chri^^tian  minislry,  having 
for  some  time  previously  pursued  a  course  of  study,  with  a 
Tiew  to  a  more  full  preparation  for  the  sacred  office;  the 
responsibilities  of  which,  even  in  prospect,  pressed  heavily  upon 
my  spirits.  After  passing  the  usual  examinations,  I  was 
cordially  received  as  a  probationer  for  the  Christian  ministry 
by  the  Wesl^an  Conference  of  1880.  Believing,  however, 
that  I  was  more  paiticttlarly  called  to  preach  the  Gospel  in 
heathen  lands,  I  gave  eipression  to  this  feeling  at  the  District 
Meeting,  and  was  soon  afterwards  directed  to  proceed  to  London 
for  a  further  examination  before  the  Missionary  Committee, 
with  reference  to  adaptation  to  the  foreign  department  of  the 
work.  Here  I  met  with  several  youu«^  men  who  had*  come  up 
to  the  gnal  nielrojjolis  for  tlie  samu  purpose,  and  wilh  whom 
I  formed  an  agreeable  aetpuiiutauce,  and  whose  names  are  still 
dear  to  me,  althougli  1  may  never  be  permitted  to  meet  them 
again  in  this  world.    Having,  with  several  others,  been  fully 
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ftooepted  for  fordgii  minionaiy  tenkt,  we  were  punmiiig  our 
studies  under  the  diiection  of  the  celebrtlcd  Bichard  Wateon, 
and  prnycrfully  awaiting  our  appointment*,  when  euennstaneea 
occurred  which  toon  fixed  the  sphere  of  my  fnture  laboon. 

It  was  on  a  eold  momini^  in  the  month  of  Oetober,  1S90,  that 
a  Negro  girl  presented  herself  at  the  door  of  the  old  Mission- 
House  in  Hatton  Gnnlni,  carrvinr;  in  In  r  arms  a  poor  sickly- 
lookiii!^  wliilt  chilli.  Tiiia  little  infant  was  ti»e  orphan  *()n  of 
tlic  laic  K^-v.  Ilicliard  Marsliaii,  wlio  IkkI  died  at  tin*  ri^tr 
GHmbia,  in  Woti  rn  Afrirn,  of  malignant  fcvrr,  on  the  lL»th  of 
Ani;>i>t  in  tlir  >auu'  vrar,  a-*  stat<"(i  iu  thi*  lar-t  cliaptpr.  Mrs. 
}^Iar»hall  embraeed  the  tirst  opportunity  which  presenlr*!  itst  lf, 
and  embarked  for  England  two  day^  after  the  funeral  of  her 
dear  husband,  bringing  with  her  their  infant  son,  and  the 
African  girl  Sally,  to  take  care  of  them  d  uring  the  passagB* 
When  they  nrriveil  in  Bristol,  Mn.  Marshall  found  herself  in  a 
state  of  great  bodilj  weakness,  as  weli  as  extreme  mental  suffer- 
ing ;  and  being  otherwise  in  a  peeuliar  eonditton,  abe  was  anxtooa 
to  proceed  at  once  io  her  friends  at  Kewoastle^upon-T^ne.  Bnt^ 
in  the  order  of  Dime  Providence,  thu  was  denied  her.  She 
became  worse,  being  seiied  with  eonvnlsions:  all  hope  of  lilb 
now  fanished,  and  she  expired,  about  forty i-ight  hours  after  she 
had  landed  on  the  shorrs  of  her  native  countrj',  leavinjr  htr 
helpless  orphan  and  his  African  nur5t  a.s  '*  strangers  in  a  strange 
land."  S.dly  had  been  faithful  to  her  precioiis  ehanre  :  and 
ha\ in-^'  j»r>MH'>l(il  to  London  ininu-iliattly  aft^T  llir  funeral  of 
her  Ix  iosril  iiii-'trc-is.  ih' y  Ix^lh  now  appran^i  hrfon"  us,* 

Tlii"  littlr  in*  uicul  pfonliariy  allerting  tu  the  loissionary 
eaniiidatefi,  who  were  fxpecting  soon  tr»  leave  their  native  land. 
We  all  fdt  dii'ply  interested  in  the  Missionary's  oqihau  boy, 
and  ne  were  delighted  to  obsiTve  the  mutual  attachni^r  t  which 
subsisted  Itetween  him  and  his  African  nurse.  Sallv's  love  for 
little  Eichard  aeemed  excessive ;  and  whilst  she  earefniljr  folded 
him  in  hm*  sable  arma,  and  bedewed  him  with  her  tears,  ahe 
would  tell  of  her  country,  and  of  her  auster  and  mistms,  with 

•  Tlif  pioti«  N^iSfy  i^tit  Sallr  rrtiimr«I  to  Afrira,  a^'ltr  sLt  katl  Ukrii  l.'Ale 
Rirhan)  to  the  fnruiii  ti(  Sit  pAmit*  I'l  NrwL&itlc-upoQ-'Tjrne  i  aaJ  the  died 
lapfgr  ta  God  at  St.  Mirj  i,  iu  ibc-  ^ctf  IbS^, 
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an  emngy  and  pathos  that  were  truly  affecting,  and  especially  so 
to  a  number  of  ardent  young  men  in  onr  circttmstanoes. 

It  wa9  stated  by  the  Missionary  Committee  that  a  Missionary 

was  required  iiiiincdiatily  to  succeed  the  late  Mr.  Marshall  at 
the  Gambia  station  ;  and  many  incjuiries  were  made  among  the 
young  men  as  to  who  felt  disposed  to  engage  in  such  a 
perilous  enterprise.  In  consequence  of  the  great  mortality 
among  the  Missionaries  in  Western  Africa  for  several  years  })ast, 
the  Society  had  resolved  in  future  to  send  none  but  those  who 
voluntarily  offered  their  services  for  that  arduous  and  dangerous 
sphere  of  labour.  I  had  felt  disposed  from  the  first  to  ofTer 
myself  for  Western  Africa;  but  still  more  so  when  the  General 
Secretaries  directed  my  attention  to  that  department  of  the 
Misaion  field,  from  an  impression  that  my  type  of  constitution 
was  well  adapted  for  the  climate.  After  sincere  prayer  to 
Almighty  God  for  Divine'  direction,  and  consulting  with  my 
friends  on  the  subject,  I  felt  it  npon  my  heart  to  make  the 
voluntary  offer  which  was  required,  and  to  say  with  the  prophet, 
"  Here  am  I,  send  me;*'  and  I  was  at  once  appointed  to  St. 
Mary's,  on  the  river  Gambia,  as  the  successor  of  the  lamented 
Mr.  Marshall. 

Then  came  the  paiulul  hour  of  sepaialiou.  On  those  scenes 
of  sorrow  1  dare  not  dwell,  though  they  left  upon  my  memory 
an  impression  never  to  be  eil'aced.  To  iu;  severed  from  the 
companions  of  our  childhood,  and  the  friends  of  our  riper  years, 
who  have  become  entwined  around  our  hearts  by  the  tcuderest 
ties  of  affection ;  to  say  farewell  to  those  with  whom  we  have 
taken  "  sweet  counsel,  and  walked  to  t&e  house  of  God  in  com* 
pany  and  to  bid  adieu,  perhaps  for  ever,  to  parents,  brothers, 
sisters,  home,  and  eountiT,  are  trials  of  no  ordlnaiy  character, 
and  must  ever  be  accompanied  with  feeUngs  of  the  tenderest 
emotion.  The  inward  conflict  which  is  experienced  by  a  aensi- 
tive  mind  on  such  occasions  can  be  fully  understood  by  those 
only  who  have  endured  the  painful  struggle,  and  who  have 
literally  **left  all  to  follow  Christ,"  in  embarking  for  fbreign 
unhealthy  climes,  to  carry  the  ;;lad  tidings  of  salvation  to  the 
peri-ihing  heathen.  Under  siieh  circumstance?,  how  necessary 
^0  feel  assured  that  we  are  iu  the  path  of  duty,  aud  that  our 
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moftifCB  m  pure;  to  Uuit  we  naj  lealiie  the  ftiUttnail of  thst 
gradons  promiM,  '*  A»  Uij  daji,  to  ilull  thy  strengtb 

Hanng  been  solemnly  ordmned  end  eet  opeit  for  Um  grael 
work  of  the  Chmtian  minittry,  and  abo  mitted  in  oiaiTiage  to 

one  who  was  willing  to  share  with  tne  the  daniters  and  toUs  of 
missionary  life,  we  It-it  Lomlon  Bridfro  for  (Jravtseiul,  in  a 
steamboat,  on  S^iinnlav,  the  12ih  of  Fehruar)-,  1831,  aocom- 
panif<l  In  our  dear  li  h  ud.  ihc  Rev.  Klijah  liooie,  D.U.  It  was 
with  prciilinr  feelings  tliat  wc  took  I(  ave  of  this  ^ntlemaii,  niid 
of  the  Ucv-^.  T.  Kdwards,  J.  Jnmt  8.  H.  Watson.  Dr.  Tnwnley,  niid 
their  respective  families,  who  had  sbowed  u**  no  snwill  kiiuinrss 
during  our  slaj  in  the  great  n}etropoUa,>t  a  time  when  kindness 
atid  •jroipethy  were  most  raqoirefi.  As  the  veiael  in  which  we 
wnr  to  sail  had  not  yet  come  down  the  rivrr.  we  spent  Iho 
Sabbath  at  Ornvesend.  At  tha  request  of  the  Kev.  W.  iiintoo, 
the  reaident  ntnialer,  who  waa  auffning  frooi  inditpoaition,  I 
iweacbed  both  m<|nung  and  efining  to  good  congwgatioiia;  and 
1  fdt  it  a  great  privilege  to  be  tbaa  enpiged  on  the  laat  Sabbath 
that  I  expected  to  tpoMl  in  my  native  land.  In  the  afteraoon  I 
eondoeted  a  lovrfcaat*  at  whieb  aevenl  of  tbo  ncaiben  apdko 
with  much  feding ;  and  many  fenrent  prayertwere  offered  to 
God  for  His  biasing  Ijoth  on  us  and  our  Mission.  Such  was 
the  grncioMs  influence  tii  it  attnidcd  the  strvicrs  of  this  day, 
that  we  frit  iiM  if  w*:  wrn-  pti/.ed  afresh  with  the  Holy  Spirit 
for  our  jjiiportanl  wurk  ;  and  we  were  not  only  Piicounigrtl, 
but  ctimidatcd,  to  go  forward  ia  the  strength  of  our  Divuie 
Master. 

On  Nff^nday  mormug,*the  Hth,  we  embarked  on  board  the 
brig  '*  AmeUa,"  commanded  by  r  '  tain  M'Tag}^rt.  We  were 
iwnpanied  to  the  veaael  by  Mr.  Hinson,  Miss  Hinsoo»  and 
Mn*  Bedman,  f>f  Greveacnd«  After  these  dear  frienda  bad  left 
na,  we  waigbed  anebor»  and  praeeeded  on  our  eveotfnl  voyige* 
A  g^tle  bneie  springing  np^  and  tbe  tide  being  in  oar  lbvonr» 
wo  praeeeded  npidly  down  tba  tivcr;  bnt»  on  reaching  Iho 
lKiwiia«  the  breeie  bnd  ttiffened  into  a  gM^t  «Bd  we  were  loaied 
about  for  arreral  boon  on  tbe  restkaa  waves.  Although  blow* 
in^  rather  strong;,  thf  wind  was  favoumble,  and  we  bad  u)ti» 
matrly  a  tiuc  run  do^u  tuc  Ciidtimi  j  nuA  1  shuU  never  forget 
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with  wbat  fediogs  I  gaced  opon  the  distant  blue  mountaliit  oC 
dear  old  England,  as  they  now  appeared  io  be  mpidly  receding 
from  our  view.  From  the  peculiar  nature  of  our  Mission,  and 
the  chnracter  of  the  country  to  which  we  were  going,  we  could 
sciiicily  indulge  the  hope  of  ever  again  bciioiding  onr  nntive 
land.  But  our  coutitleiice  was  in  God ;  and  dear  to  us  as  were 
our  counti  v  niid  friends,  the  on  use  of  Christ  was  dearer  etill. 
The  following  lines,  written  by  the  late  Kev.  liobert  Newstead, 
and  handed  to  me  by  my  honoured  father  just  before  I  left 
hornet     eipressive  of  my  feelings  at  that  trying  moment 

•     FAB£W£LL  TO  ENGLAND. 

"England,  farewell!  a  happier  land  than  thm 
I  have  TTot  s('en,  nor  e'er  expect  to  see ; 
So  tair  thv  beauties,  and  thv  fauhs  so  few; 
So  swiii  thy  comfort*,  and  tliy  s<*t!s  so  trut;. 
There  luighty  rivers  roll  their  ample  tide, 
There  fruilfol  rills  adorn  the  grcMsn  rale  tide ; 
MsjcsUfl  roekt,  lor  eraauflot  sad  MMt 
And  graceftil  hnom,  whMh  M  jikaty  yield. 
Tlum  ftinat  liad  of  my  nsttvity, 
I  blesa  the  Hand  that  oatt  my  lot  in  thae. 
I  love  thy  tmptei,  and  thy  Ood  adore, 
Who  made  my  cup  of  bliss  in  thee  ran  o'er. 
I  love  thy  happy  myriarls  who  »  mbmce 
The  jnyfnl  tiflinirs  of  a  Saviour's  trmre  ; 
And  thuu  hast  thoftc  who  twine  ar  uiilI  my  heart, 
From  vvhom  'twas  ouly  less  than  dcaiU  to  part. 
But  God  has  called,  and  I  must  speed  away,  ^ 
In  other  lands  to  pohit  the  /imm^  way, '  > 
Which  leads  to/ouvr  ^/mim,  to  AmsmV  eternal  day.*'  ^ 

We  soon  found  ourselves  tossing  on  the  wide  oeean,  endea« 
Touring  to  trust  in  Him  who  said,  "  Go  ye  therefore,  and  teaeh 
all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost :  teaehing  them  to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever  I  have  eommanded  you:  and,  lo,  lam  mtk 
ffoualwag^wm  unto  ike  end  o/lkeworld.**  (Matt,  xxviii.  19,  20.) 

We  were  favoured  with  a  "  prosperous  voyage  by  the  will  of 
God  and  when  we  lind  bocorae  in  some  measure  accustomed 
to  the  sea,  we  enjoyed  the  hue  weather  with  which  we  were 
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liivoated»  aud  etpedaUj  the  betatUiil  moonliglit  nighU,  daring 
which  wt  pMd  the  deck  of  the  veeael  for  nanj  an  hour,  eoo- 
templatiiig  not  onlj  the  grandeor  of  the  ocean,  but  the  gieei 
work  which  waa  befote  na,  and  lifting  up  onr  hearta  in  pruver  to 
God  for  Hia  goidanee  and  hieaaing.  On  the  evening  of  the 
16th,  we  beheld  the  diatant  blue  monntaina  of  Portugal,  gilded 
by  the  departing  rays  of  the  setting  sun  ;  and  on  the  3rd  of 
March  wc  iui«l  a  hue  view  of  ihe  Cflcbrated  Paik  of  Tciicriilc, 
rrnring  its  lutty  Inail  above  the  HnmU  whirh  tloatt  <i  arouiid  it. 
Oil  tlic  9th  ue  Cajn   \tr(l  and  the  i^l.md  of  Goree, 

wliieh  we  j>a\v  at  a  distance;  and  on  liie  niornin:^  of  Ihurjil.iv, 
tlic  10th,  we  took  a  Negro  pilot  on  iMHird  from  B»rd  island, 
entered  the  innnth  of  the  Gambia,  and  in  a  few  hours  caiue  to 
anchor  oS  St.  Marjr'at  with  the  ooaat  of  Africa  atretching  itaelf 
before  our  new. 

li  was  on  the  afternoon  of  a  beautiful  day  for  the  tropiea» 
although  the  ann  poured  down  hia  fiery  raya  upon  tta»  that  we 
atood  upon  the  deck  of  the  *'  Amelia,**  aa  ahe  rode  at  anchor 
belbra  tbe  neat  little  town  of  Bathnrrt,  on  the  iaiand  of  St* 
Mary.  IVhile  the  aailoit  were  preparing  the  boata  for  onr 
landing,  I  obaenred  a  number  of  Negroea  aaiembling  on  the 
bench,  and  watching  our  movementa  with  apparent  intereat. 
These  were  natives  connected  with  tbe  Mission,  who  bad  beard 
ihttt.  ik  Missionary  and  his  wife  were  on  board  the  brig  from 
England:  an*!  mkK  wa*  their  anxifts  to  wrUoim*  our  arrival, 
liial  >evcral  of  in  aetuiilly  piuugcd  into  I  lie  w.ilt  r  to  uuil  the 
l>oat  as  il  approMt  lil  t!  the  land :  aiui  they  rarru  ii  ii-.  on 
shore  in  iD^iiapli  in  thtir  ariii"*.  Ihiai  tliey  «ini  ly>  «  vpn  their 
joy  at  our  anivai,  as  well  as  to  save  ui  from  LNCiug  «%t-t  ^iih  the 
surge  which  waa  dashing  violently  against  the  sandy  beach. 
We  had  no  eootif  r  set  our  feet  on  the  ahoraa  of  Africa  than  wa 
were  surrounded  with  a  large  concourse  of  natifct^  some  of 
whoa  had  reooifed  the  Goapei  at  the  handa  of  former  Mission* 
triea,— thoaa  doar  men  of  God,  aoma  of  when  had  fallen  a 
anoriflee  to  the  cttmate  at  an  eariy  period  of  their  laboura.  The 
people  wept  for  joy  at  our  arrivaL  They  kiaaed  our  handa 
•gain  and  again;  and,  bedewing  them  with  their  tean,  cx- 
claimed,«*T«nkGod!  TankOod!   Mr.ManhaUdie;  botGod 
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aend  us  nuder  Minister/*  With  some  difficulty  we  passed 
through  the  crowd*  and  were  conducted  to  the  residence  of 
Charles  Grant,  Esq.,*  a  respectable  merchant,  to  whom  we  had 

letters  of  introduction  from  tlie  Rev.  T)r.  Townle\',  one  of  our 
General  Secretaries.  Mr.  Grant  received  us  with  much  cordi- 
ality and  kindness,  and  at  onre  invited  us  to  make  his  house 
our  home  till  the  Mission-House  should  be  prepared  for  our 
reception.  After  dinner  we  had  an  opportunity,  at  family 
ivorship,  of  returning;  our  sincere  thanks  to  Ahni'jrhfy  God  for 
leaving  brought  us  in  peace  and  safety  across  the  mighty  deep 
to  the  appointed  scene  of  our  missionary  labours. 

On  the  morning  after  our  arrival  io  Africa  we  were  surprised 
and  delighted  with  all  we  beheld ;  scenes  of  great  varie^  and 
interest  constantly  arresting  our  attention.  £very  th ing  appeared 
strange  and  new,  and  totally  unlike  what  we  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  in  our  native  land.  The  houses,  having  no  glass 
windows,  and  constructed  without  either  fire-places  or  chim- 
neys ;  black  servants,  who  were  bustling  about  with  apparent 
intelligence,  and  in  great  numbers ;  the  frail  texture  and  peculiar 
shape  of  the  native  huts, — ^were  all  objects  of  singular  curiosity  $ 
while  the  beautiful  scenery,  enriched  by  the  luxuriant  branches 
of  the  majestic  palm  and  cocoa-nut  trees,  irracefully  waving  in 
the  wind,  excited  our  admiration,  and  prompted  us  to  lift  our 
hearts  in  pcratitude  and  praise  to  that  Being  whoso  power  and 
beneficence  were  so  profusely  displayed  in  the  works  of  nature 
around  us. 

After  breakfast  we  gladly  accepted  the  kind  oflTerof  Mr.  Grant 
to  walk  with  us  as  far  as  the  Mission-House.  As  we  passed 
along  the  outskirts  of  the  town  new  oljects  arrested  our  atten- 

*  This  kiud-heartetl  Christian  geulletnan  was  for  mamy  years  connected 
With  the  G«mbifl  Mttlemeats;  sod  every  rarriviiig  Miasioniiy  wbo  Uieared 
there  dmiDg  that  period  will  emte  with  aw  in  a  respectfiil  tribate  to  his 
at  the  Mu9ionary*s/rietuL  Bis  eimnid  sod  hU  kindneai,  in  timet 
of  trial  ted  efllietiott,  were  thove  all  praiae.  Never  thall  I  forget  the  kind 
attentions  of  dear  Mr.  Grant  to  me  and  noine,  and  his  patient  watehinga  over 
the  bed  of  sicknces,  when  almost  oil  hope  of  life  was  talvei)  awaj,  and  the 
comfort  which  it  alTonlcuI  in  a  land  of  strnng^crs.  yiiidiug  his  licalfh  much 
i!ii[)aircii  by  the  cliniate,  be  returned  to  Euro^^  and  pe&cefull/  &iu;»hed  hia 
course  in  Scotland,  in  the  year  I84S. 
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tion  at  evny  tum ;  tlie  mmi  ttfikbs:  of  wbieli  was  an  Afriaa 
maiket,  Undar  a  large  thatehed  ahed,  which  tenred  to  term 
them  from  tha  plareiiig  raja  of  the  aon,  were  squatted  upon  the 
fnromid  two  or  three  hundred  naUvea,  men,  women,  nnd  child* 

ren,  hiilf  naked,  en^no^ed  in  various  kinds  of  traffic.  Fruit  and 
vegetables,  in  f^reut  variety,  were  exposed  for  sale;  amon^ 
which  I  observed  rice,  com,  unns,  or;\nLr<>,  li;mnnas,  papnw«, 
mango-plums,  nnd  STOimd-nuts,  bcsid«'s  Ix^  f,  jiork,  tuwU,  aud 
esrtjf.  '1  lu'H'  urtick's  wen?  arriiugied  in  8n»;ill  lofs  with  consider- 
able tast<\  smd  placfd  oti  innts  sprend  ii|  on  tlie  i:ru\iiid.  The 
adjoining'  bearh  was  covt  rtn!  with  canoea,  cluetiy  beloiigiiig  to 
the  Mauiiingo  traders,  who  bad  brought  many  of  these  com- 
moditiea  aerots  the  rim  from  the  main  land,  i*eopIe  from  the 
town  were  constantly  coming  and  going;  and  the  noise  occa> 
aiooed  by  the  lend  and  boiitcfooa  eontenation  of  the  natim 
waa  Uteralljr  deafening.  The  aoene  altogether  baillea  deacrip* 
tkm.  It  forcibly  inmtnded  me  of  the  confusion  of  tongues  at 
the  building  of  the  tower  of  Babel ;  for  I  waa  informed  that  the 
pcraooa  compriaiag  this  heterageoeona  mass  of  human  bebga 
were  aetnatly  eonversing  m  more  than  a  doien  diAmt  bin* 
guagca. 

On  tumin*^  the  comer,  from  the  j^ijumto  in  front  of  ilui 
Itiii rucks,  to  enter  one  of  the  streets  in  the  !>;u  k  p«rt  of  id  • 
town,  Mrs.  Moi^ter  olt^crvrd,  "The  hou:>c  hrf<)iv  u-,  witli  l 
vemnduh  in  front,  snrrotin  ifMl  by  nntivc  huts,  alaihU  tu  a  nice 
sitnatrAn,  **  T  n-n  ul.id  vni  think  tri?!  Vfr.  firniit  ;  "for 
it  is  to  Ije  your  F'  suh-tnc  .  it  i-*  l\\v  Mi- 'ion- House.**  ^Vr  ,in 
entemi  the  yard,  and  nt  ihe  foot  of  the  steps  lending  to  the 
dwelling  prrew  a  beautiful  wild  Ikmer,  a  kind  of  jeasamine. 
"  Thcrr,'*  said  Ip  **  that  little  flower  s<  etos  to  smile  npon  ns,  and 
to  welcome  our  airifal.  If  I  weie  inclined  to  be  superstitious, 
I  dKmld  say  it  is  a  good  omen.**  Let  ns  take  it  for  a  go<^ 
omen,  at  any  rate»^  said  Krs.  Uoisler  $  **  but  let  us  not  forget, 
at  the  aaase  time,  that  ita  my  sttnatioo  shows  that  the  hand  of 
death  has  been  here;  fbr  had  not  the  honae  been  nnijcettpied  for 
•eteral  months^  the  pntty  little  intnider  eoidd  not  hare  it*tained 
its  place  orerhanging  the  steps.**  In  the  intfTior  of  (he  bonie 
CTcry  thing  wort  a  gloomy  aspect,  and  wc  wcrw  naturai^  ic*!  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAP  TI. — COMMENCEMENT  OF  PERSONAL  LABOURS.  127 

speak  of  the  fate  of  poor  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall.  VVbiie  thus 
engaged,  a  Ming  of  aadneaa  stole  over  our  spirits  at  llie  thought 
that  we  also  might  soon  be  laid  in  the  silent  dust  by  the  side  of 
those  dear  servants  o^^^lod  who  had  so  nobly  fallen  in  the  work 
of  their  Divine  Master  in  this  unhealthy  climate.  We  strove  to 
euppreas  this  melaneholy  tram  of  thought,  changed  the  subject 
of  conversation,  and  lifted  up  oar  hearts  in  silent  prayer  to  God 
for  His  protection  and  blessing.  After  givinj^  dirtctions  to  the 
persons  engaged  in  cleaning  and  white washiiii?  the  house,  we 
returned  with  Mr.  Grant  to  his  residence,  where  we  spent  the 
remainder  of  the  day. 

Havinj?  called  upon  Lieutenant-Governor  Txendal,  to  pay  our 
respects,  and  to  show  my  credentials,  his  Excellency  not  only 
received  us  most  oordially»  but  kindly  invited  us  to  dine  with 
him  in  the  evening,  in  company  with  a  select  party  of  merchants 
and  otticers.  Considering  ail  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  we 
feli  it  to  be  our  duty  to  comply  with  this  invitation.  On  arriv* 
ing  at  the  Gbvemment^House,  at  the  appointed  time,  we  met 
with  a  cordial  weloome  from  all  present ;  and  whilst  surrounded 
with  much  that  was  not  altogether  congenial  to  our  tastes  and 
feelings,  we  were  careful  not  to  kiae  sight  of  our  character  and 
position.  In  the  course  of  the  evening,  when  required  to 
acknowledge  some  compliment  paid  to  myself  and  to  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  with  which  I  was  connected,  I  embraced  tl»c 
opportunity  of  auuuuuciiig,  uiosi  distinctly,  the  object  of  my 
Mission,  and  of  soliciting  the  co-operation  of  all  who  felt  an 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  Africa.  After  a  few  hours  spent  in 
rational  and  interesting  conversation,  we  retired  early  ;  and  I 
thus  obtained  a  vantage  ground  in  civil  society  at  St.  Mary's, 
which,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  I  never  sacriliced.  It  may  be 
proper  to  add  here  that,  although  I  had  frequently  occasion  to 
speak  in  the  language  of  admonition  and  reproof,  from  the  low 
state  of  morals  which  prevailed  in  the  colony,  the  European 
residents  at  the  Gambia  always  contributed  liberally  towards  the 
support  of  the  Mission,  and  regarded  us  personally  with  marked 
oonsideration  and  respect,  during  the  entire  period  of  our 
residence  among  them. 

Tlie  first  Sabbath  we  spent  in  Africa  was  a  day  never  to  be 
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forgotten.    At  mnniirv^  dawn  \he  native  prayer-mrotinp:  was 
held,  ill  wliich  public  thanks  were  presented  to  Almighty  (io<l 
for  our  safe  arriTa),  nnd  His  special  blessing  was  implored  upon 
our  future  labours.    In  the  forenoon  I  reml  prayers,  and  opened 
my  commission  by  preaching  from  that  delightlol  teit,  "  This 
is  a  faithful  saving,  and  worthy  of  all  aceeptation,  that  Christ 
Jesus  csme  into  the  world  to  save  sinoers.*'  (1  Tim.  1. 16.) 
The  poople  heard  with  marked  attention,  and  the  appearanoe  of 
the  congregation  was  truly  [ileasing.   It  afforded  an  interesting 
proof  that  the  labours  of  my  revered  predeoeesors  had  not  been 
In  vain,  though  some  of  them  had  been  called  hence  at  an  early 
period  after  their  arriral.    The  Neproes  who  had  been  brought 
to  a  k  .owledge  of  the  trull.  I  <itli  male  and  female,  toj^lher 
uilli  liu  it  iliildren,  appeared  in  the  luni^e  of  (l.jd  neatly  clollted, 
and,  in  tlu  ir  irmer.il  a*pi  et,  they  pit  ^rntrd  a  strikinir  rontnift 
t  )  tilt  :;•  >-:r!i'f  !ir<  *hnn  Trhn  ?ti!!  rrm.iiiu-d  in  heathen  <l.irkiit». 
'1  iiey         liir  pinij*e«  uf  God  most  drlightfullv,  and  iIr- 
pression  made  upon  our  minds  by  the  first  public  service  in 
which  wr  worahippcd  with  Uiis  people,  was  of  a  very  pleasing 
chamcter.    Anotlier  service  in  the  evening,  conducted  partly  iu 
the  lati;;!r</:r  f,f  the  native*,  by  the  aiil  of  an  interpreter,  and 
partly  in  £ugUsh«  closed  the  eiercises  of  this  memorable  day. 

On  examining  into  the  state  of  the  Miseion,  I  was  happy  to 
Und  that  the  frw  members  who  bad  been  united  in  churdi* 
fellowship,  about  forty  in  number,  had  been  kepi  together  hy 
the  native  Exhortm,  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Uarsball ;  and  that 
whibt  they*  had  been  left  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  their 
meetings  for  pniyer  and  snpplioatfon  had  been  regidarly  held  in 
the  chapel  from  week  to  week,  in  confident  expectation  that 
God   lii  providence  would   remvoiLtr  tfuni    in  nier^v, 

and  (li^pnM.-  their  fmnds  in  iiaigiund  to  send  thein  aaotiicr 
Mis*it>ii»iry. 

On  be<'  >niinff  in  *>ou\r  iiieiisure  »ettle<i  in  our  new  and  interest- 
in*^  sphen*  nf  lid>our,  llii-  iirranj^  ment  f<T  our  wwkly  services  in 
the  ch;i)>f*l  at  l>athurst  was  nenrlv  as  follows  : — Even*  Sabbath 
inoniliii;  I  read  prayers  and  pmiehed  in  English,  for  the  benelit 
of  the  Kuroi>4'an  r*<^idents  and  intrlb::e!  !  pi  rsons  of  colour*  who 
used  to  attend  our  chapei  in  oonaidevable  numbers.   In  tbu 
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afternoon  we  lieW  a  Sabbath  school  for  both  children  and  adults. 
On  the  Sabbat  h  evrninji:  I  delivered  a  sliort  discourse  in  Eiii^lish, 
which  was  afterwards  repeated  iti  JailofF  by  one  of  the  native 
exhorters.  For  this  purpose  we  generally  fixed  upon  a  subject 
beforehand,  and  made  it  a  matter  of  special  conversation  and 
study.  On  Wednesday  niprlit  I  preached  by  an  interpreter,' 
every  sentence  being  rendered  into  Jallofi  as  it  was  advanced. 
Oa  other  evenings  of  the  week  we  had  prayer-meetings  and 
cUiss-meetmgs,  in  which  the  English,  Jalloff,  or  Mandingo  lan- 
guage was  oaed,  according  to  circumstances.  The  congregations 
were  generally  good,  and  a  Dirine  influenee  frequently  rested 
upon  the  people. 

I  had  not  laboured  long  before  several  natives  were  awakened 
to  a  sense  of  their  danger,  and  brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of 
the  truth*  Two  new  classes  were  formed,  and  the  number  of 
members  united  in  clnirek«fellowship  was  more  than  doubled. 
I  have  sometimes  observed  the  Negroes*  while  passing  the  chapel 
on  the  Sabbath,  with  loads  on  their  heads,  attracted  by  the 
singing;  some  of  whom  have  halted,  put  down  their  burdens, 
listened,  entered,  and  ultimately  embraced  the  Gospel  with  all 
their  hearts.  At  an  early  period  of  our  residence  in  Africa,  we 
were  moreover  much  enconrn'^^ed  by  witnessing  the  happy  and 
triuinphnnt  denth  of  two  or  thi'ee  of  tiie  converted  nntives,  who 
died  in  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  Gospel.  Thus  were  we  clieered 
and  graciously  supported  in  the  prosecution  of  our  beloved 
work,  having  good  reason  to  hope  that  our  labour  was  not  in 
vain  in  the  Lord. 

But  the  most  delightful  and  interesting  part  of  our  mis* 
aionary  labour  was  that  of  training  vsp  the  ehildren  in  the  know- 
ledge and  love  of  God.  From  the  beginnbg  we  had  felt  the 
importance  of  this  department  of  the  work,  and  we  bad  not  been 
many  days  in  Africa  before  we  set  about  it  in  good  earnest, 
though  we  had  many  difficulties  to  contend  with. 

There  had  formerly  been  a  liission  school  at  St.  Mary's  s 
but  it  was  given  up  on  the  death  of  the  Missionary  ;  and  the 
coloured  young  man  wliu  had  been  eni,^a2:ed  as  teacher  had 
obtained  other  employment.  I  was  about  to  secure  \m  services 
again,  however,  when  a  messenger  came  and  said,    Kobert  is 
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skk."  I  wait  to  see  him.  Ho  was  ia  a  hlgb  feter,  bnt  in  a 
happy  atate  of  ound.  The  next  day  the  taetieiiger  cama  agaio* 
and  said,  "Bobert  is  dead!"  So  uneertatn  is  human  life  in 
Western  Africa  I  As  there  was  no  other  penon  in  the  eohmj 
saitable  for  a  tcadier,  whose  serrioes  were  available,  we  were 
obliged  to  undertake  the  instrnction  of  the  children  oorsetns,  in 
addition  to  onr  other  duties ;  hot  this  did  not  diseoniaise  ns, 
as  we  were  yet  younj^  and  in  j^ood  health,  and  had  gone  ont 
expertiriir  and  intendin^r  to  labt^ur  with  all  our  might.  We 
thenfore  collected  the  chi.uua,  ;iuii  opened  the  school  at  oucc. 
I  took  charire  of  the  boys,  and  Mrs.  Moister  taught  the  pirl*. 
Thf  Ih>11  wa"*  runs:  every  inoniiii^  rit  o'clock,  atul  the  ?rfn'ol 
coiiUmuMi,  w  iili  a  short  inUTval  for  breakfast,  till  two  in  iht- 
afternixjti.  V>\  tliis  arrangement,  we  got  something  done  in  fore 
the  heat  of  the  day  was  fairly  set  in»  which  we  aoon  found 
rendered  both  soholars  and  teachers  ineapahle  of  dose 
apoucation. 

I  njoioe  to  saj,  thst  oor  humble  labours  among  these  desr 
AiKesn  children  were  not  in  vain.  Notwithstanding  the  state* 
mente  which  we  had  sometimes  heard  to  their  disparagement,  we 
fcnnd  them  capable  of  rroeiving  instruction ;  and  many  of  them 
learned  to  tend,  srrite,  and  cipher  very  nicely.  They  could  also 
sing  many  beautiful  little  hunns  and  repeat  the  **Gonfereiiee 
Catechisms,"  both  in  EnjcHsh  and  in  Jiilloff ;  for  we  had  by 
this  liinf  suceeedt'd  in  translalinij  this  excfllcut  little  work  into 
the  native  lan^ia?r  of  the  peof)le,  as  well  as  some  portions  of 
tlie  jjai  ftd  St'rijjlurt  ?.  Ik  m  iIk'V  llr^il  rnten-d  the  fi'iiool, 
many  of  the  riiildr^n  urn-  t«  i;dly  (!<  atilutc  of  niim nt ;  but  we 
cr^thed  tlieni  witli  tip-  jxarments  which  our  fnt  iid-  ii^  KnT^'tui 
hail  given  us  for  tiic  purpose.  Several  of  the  ^iiis  souii  k.»rn«'il 
to  sew,  as  well  as  to  read  and  write ;  and  the  school  shorii? 
prcernted  a  most  inUTt'stin-;  appearance,  beiag  attended  by 
nesrty  a  hnntlrcd  littK*  black  chiidrt'n. 

From  the  lH'<:innin|(,  the  grand  ohjcci  we  uniformly  sought 
to  seeompiish,  in  refersnce  to  tbcte  dear  little  ooes»  was  to 
Irad  them  to  Christ ;  snd  we  were  theidbre  delighted  hcyoml 
measure  to  obarrve  evidences  of  a  work  of  grsee  on  the  hearts 
of  several  of  our  youthful  charge  Thb  was  more  pavtienlarly 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAP.  VI.->C01IM£^CEMeKT  OF  PERSOKAL  LABOIRS.  131 


the  esse  wtlh  five  or  six  boys  and  girls,  whom  we  bad  talcen  to 

live  with  us  at  the  Mission-House.    Some  of  these  were  poor 

orphnn*,  and  they  were  all  mure  or  less  destitute.  They  were 
eiiipluxed  in  various  domestic  duties  in  the  intervals  of  school 
hours;  and  they  required  the  constant  exercise  of  patience  mkI 
perseverance  on  our  part ;  but,  on  the  whole,  they  gave  us  great 
satisfaction. 

One  ni«;ht,  some  time  after  we  luul  retired  to  rest,  we  heard  a 
Qoisa  la  the  children's  room,  which  was  some  distance  from  our 
own.  We  approached  the  door,  and  listened;  and  with 
peculiar  feelings  ascertained  that  it  was  the  voice  of  prayer. 
These  dear  African  children  were  holding  their  own  little 
prayer-meeting  before  they  retired  to  rest.  The  eldest  girl, 
whose  name  was  Matty,  appeared  to  be  oonduoting  the  exer- 
cises. She  first  prayed  herself  in  broken  English,  and  then 
called  upon  John,  who  said,  "Matty,  me  no  sabby  pray 
English."  "Then  pray  in  Jalloff,"  said  Matty;  "God  knows 
every  lansniap^e."  lie  prayed  in  Jalloif.  She  then  called  upon 
Petty,  who  also  prayed  in  Jalloff.  The  next  boy  on  wiioin  she 
called  was  fiiibriel,  who  replied,  "Matty,  me  no  sabby  pniy 
English;  me  no  sabby  pray  JallofT."  "Then,"  ^Hid  Matty, 
"say,  *  Our  Father.*"  The  poor  boy  repentf!  the  Lord's 
Prayer  in  a  solemn  tone,  nfti  r  which  the  juvenile  prayer-meeting 
was  concluded ;  and  we  returned  to  our  room  unobserved, 
thanking  God  in  our  hearts  that  He  had  thus  begun  to  work 
upon  the  minds  of  our  dear  Negro  children ;  for  they  were 
evidently  sincere  in  what  they  did. 

Our  adult  school  on  Sabbath  afternoons  also  afforded  us 
great  encouragement.  It  was  a  most  interesting  sight  to 
behold  a  number  of  converted  natives,  and  others  far  advanced 
in  life,  poring  over  the  sacred  volume ;  and,  with  considerable 
difficulty,  spelling  out  words  whereby  they  might  be  saved. 
Some,  of  coarse,  entirely  foiled  in  their  attempts,  complaining 
that  their  "  mouths  were  now  too  hard,"  and  resolving  to  be 
more  than  ever  cnvelul  to  allwid  llieir  children  an  opportunity  of 
learnin*^  while  their  "mouths  were  soft,"  and  able  to  pronounce 
the  (litllcult  English  words.  •  Others  succeeded  admirably,  and 
had  cause  to  bless  God  ia  the  evening  of  life  that  they  were 
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nblc  to  peruse,  for  themselves,  the  records  of  ftrrnal  tnith. 
Afnoni?  thr?c  was  a  poor  oicl  Ne^ro  woinwn.  uitli  n  henfl 
while  as  wool,  who  learned  to  reaci  ta^v  ])jrliorii  ot  J>*TipHirc« 
when  *he  wn^  upward?  of  sixtv  vrars  of  n?**.  T  ^Ir.iU  tu-ver 
for^^<  I  how  she  rejoiced  when  she  tirst  made  out  the  word 
*'j£ftus/'  With  a  countenance  radiant  with  holjr  jov  the 
exclnimed,  "  O  my  dear  Minister,  1  can  read  the  name  of  mj 
Saviour  1 " 

The  Tarioni  rilea  and  eeiraiomet  of  the  people  among  whom 
onr  lot  waa  east,  aoon  became  matten  of  euriona  obeer? ation 
and  inquiiy.  Wt  Imd  not  been  long  in  Africa,  when  onr  atten- 
tion waa  attiioted  by  a  large  conconne  of  people  passing  the 
Mtssion-Honae  with  aio^ng  and  mniic.  We  were  informed,  on 
inqdry,  that  it  was  a  marriage  procession.  A  Mandingo  or 
Jalbflf  Tonng  man,  after  paving  the  stipulated  price  of  hh  Imde 
to  h«'r  parents,  conducts  her  to  his  own  hut,  ncrompanied  bv  a 
nuiubv r  uf  iheir  friends,  with  mu-iic,  sin^insT*  lliUlCia^^  i'hijtjjini* 
of  hand*,  Kc,  where  the  ni^ht  i*  fjx  nt  in  <!rinkin2r,  f<  a-*titig, 
and  n  v<  lliii;r,  without  any  rilii;io\is  service  ^\ll;a^v^r.  What  a 
painful  trxhihiiion  of  humim  (h'pravity  is  jiri  -riiicd  to  our 
view  !  On  witnrssiiiLr  the  H  ir'>arv)u-i  and  iniquitous  pmrlict'*  of 
librae  deluded  heathens,  how  ]>owrrfuUy  wea*  our  inindt 
impressed  wiib  the  iaci,  tbat  "God  is  not  in  all  tbeir 
thottghu!  '* 

The  birth  of  a  cbild  in  an  African  familjr  is  an  event  nttendctl 
noi  onlj  with  mncb  neniment  and  great  njoieing,  bat  hy  the 
obscrranee  of  Tariona  anperstitiona  ritea  and  cwemoniea. 
Instead  of  being  mnlMly  nvrsed,  and  nicelj  drrsaed,  aa  in 
England,  the  poor  little  atranger  b  first  held  np  by  tbe  fBct 
and  aevcrely  abakcn,  to  make  it "  stan<i  good,**  aa  they  say  i  and 
then  bid  npon  a  goat's  skin  spread  upoti  the  floor,  with  a  piece 
of  native  cloth  thrown  lightly  over  it,  to  pre*en*e  it  from  the 
j^t.ugs  of  the  mosquitoes.  Among  ino-t  of  the  irib«-?,  uht  ii  ih' 
ir.^aut  is  a  few  we<  ks  old,  ii  h.is  tu  uuderjfo  the  cnu  l  r^u.i 
p:\inful  o|vration  of  tattooing,  in  which  <l»rp  inri%ions  nn  made 
i'\  the  flesh  wiih  a  knife,  gtutrall^  <  :i  botu  ciie<'Ls,  nuJ  orv  each 
?i  Ic  of  the  fs'Ti  in  ill  'I he  •r'-.r--  liiu':  !r  continue  through 
hit ;  and  cksariji  denote,  hy  ihteis  mimlm  and  (bnn,  the  paitt- 
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cular  tribe  to  which  the  indivicltial  belongs.  While  young,  the 

children  are  generally  carried  on  the  back  of  the  motber  or 
nurse,  nnd  scarcely  ever  in  the  arms.  It  is  quite  coininou  to 
see  woiiu  u  pursuing  their  oidmaiy  work  about  the  house,  or 
in  the  Held,  with  their  children  tied  on  their  backs;  and,  ow'iw^ 
to  this  careless  method  of  nursing,  the  poor  little  crt  aiun  s  1r- 
quently  rcctive  such  injuries  in  their  Ici^s,  that  liicy  reniniii 
crippled  as  long  as  they  live.  But  the  worst  featui*e  in  the 
circumstances  of  African  children  is  their  bondage.  Most  of 
them  are  bora  alaves ;  and  those  who  are  nominally  free  when 
they  come  into  the  world,  are  always  liable  to  be  torn  from 
their  friends  and  home  s  and  doomed  to  drag  out  a  miserable 
existence  as  slaves  about  the  establishment  of  their  masters,  or 
in  a  foreign  land,  without  any  hope  of  freedom,  or  probability 
of  escape. 

One  day  we  witnessed  a  native  funeral.  As  the  procession, 
if  such  it  may  be  designated,  was  passing  the  Mission-House,  I 
called  Mrs.  Moister  to  eome  and  see  the  strange  spectacle.  Ko 

cotfin  concealed  the  loathsome  corpse.  It  was  merely  laid  upon 
a  few  pieces  of  bamboo  cane,  fastened  together  lu  the  Ibrui  of  a 
bier,  jKntiully  covered  with  a  piece  of  native  cloth,  leaving  the 
head  and  feet  entirely  exposed,  and  the  outline  of  the  whole 
body  distinctly  visibk'.  The  bearers  carried  the  corpse  shoulder 
high,  and  proceeded  towards  the  place  of  burial  at  a  running; 
pace.  A  considerable  number  of  people  followed,  without  the 
least  attention  to  order  or  regularity;  some  of  whom  carried 
muskets,  which  they  fired  into  the  air  at  intervals,  tu  drive 
away  wicked  spirits,  which  they  suppose  to  be  hovering  about 
on  these  occasions.  As  soon  as  any  one  dies,  the  people  light  a 
fire  in  the  hut,  with  the  same  object  in  view,  having  a  strange 
•notion  that  evil  spirits  cannot  endure  smoke;  and  that  if  Satan 
cpmes  in  search  of  the  soul  of  the  departed,  he  will  thus  be 
foiled  in  his  attempts  to  seise  upon  his  prey.  Several  persons, 
chiefly  females,  attend  native  funerals  for  the  purpose  of  monm- 
iug  and  lamentation.  They  sometimes  howl  in  a  most  dreadful 
manner;  and  chant,  m  a  doleful  tone,  tiie  supposed  excellencies 
of  tUe  dead.  On  retuminG:  from  tlie  fum  rnl  thev  make  a  Lcreat 
feast,  sometimes  killing  and  cookiii^  an  ox ;  and  then  spend  the 
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wbole  nigbt  in  drinking,  feasting,  drufnmior«  and  dancing,  in  a 
manner  shocking  to  contemplate.  Tbey  have  also  a  enstom  of 
ataking  feasts  for  the  dead,  long  after  the  funeral  eeremoniea 
hare  tt  rminnted.  ()n  these  occasions,  they  carry  porlious  of 
food  to  the  grave  of  the  deceased;  and  leave  thiin  ihere  with 
the  fooli&h  idea  that  tlie  departed  spirit  rtlurii-^,  in  tiu-  ni^ht,  to 
partake  of  them.  "Fnoliiih  jind  ndicuiou«»  r«  thi  pructi('i  >  may 
appear,  tlicy  an*  innocent  and  harnih-'*s  compared  «illi  the 
liorrid  lunernl  rites  and  cen-inonies  observed  l)y  tdr  pitLrau  tril)es 
farther  down  the  coast.  There,  as  observed  in  another  chapter, 
hundreds  of  liuninn  Wings  are  sometimes  sacrificed  in  honour 
of  distin^ni>hed  individuals,  when  they  die,  from  a  strange 
notion  that,  in  the  world  of  spirits,  tbey  will  be  attended  by  all 
who  are  tbns  cnielly  fmt  to  death. 

It  is  a  pleasing  fact,  however,  that  the  converted  natives,  in 
connexion  with  our  Mission  stations  in  Western  Afrios,  soon 
learn  the  forms  and  n^ages  of  civilii««l  life.  They  conduct  tbetr 
funerals  with  a  aoHnnity  and  seriousness  suited  to  tbe  occasion. 
They  not  only  make  u«e  of  coffins,  and  proceed  with  the 
r»»mains  of  thrir  departed  friends  to  the  "  house  appointed  for 
all  liviii-,"  with  order  and  jircDrimi  ;  l)ut  they  also  listen  with 
di'vonl  attention  to  anv  aildrev;)  which  may  be  iriven.  nml  to  the 
funeral  rvirr,  nhich  we  invnrinhly  read  i>u  ^  h  ti„'ca-ion*. 
'J  »!••!{•'!? ve  Afriejin^  nrf,  ii' \ •  rlholos,  reniarkaMe  lur  excc^'ive 
pric-l,  when  bcri  nxt-.l  of  iheir  tricml? ;  and  1  hwc  frf»f]uen!ly  had 
ooc.i*ion  to  n'roon-tmtc  with  them  on  tins  subject,  iiud  to 
remioii  them  of  that  etcniitv  of  hli^s  which  awaits  tVio-c  who 

w 

die  in  tbe  fiiitb  of  the  (i(Mpel,  ami  that  Chriattan  peopk  sbouki 
sorrow  not  as  those  who  have  no  hnpe. 

3oOB  after  our  arrival  in  Africa,  1  was  called  upon  to  officiate 
at  tbe  funeral  of  one  of  oar  own  people  i  and  1  had  tbns  an  oppor* 
tunity  for  tbe  first  time  of  visiting  tbe  buriel-gnMind.  Tbe 
cemetery  of  8t.  Maiy*a  ia  tituated  about  a  mile  from  tbe  tosm 
of  Batkursi,  ac^oining  an  extensive  sandy  bceefa,  which  is 
washed  by  tbe  waters  of  tbe  Gambia.  Tbe  pbre  was  in  a  wild 
sod  neglerted  state,  being  witboQl  any  kind  of  fmce  or  vailinp, 
a'ld  all  grown  ovfi  with  weeds  and  l»u*hes.  1  he  -jrave  of  tnv 
icvcrvd  predectf'^sar  was  {>oiuted  out  to  mc.    It  w;i*  dulm- 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAP.  VI. — COMMKNC£AI£NT  OF  PBRSO^AL  LABOC&S,  135 

guished  by  a  plain  pile  of  brick  nrul  mortar,  without  auy  stone 
or  inscription.  I  souji^lit  in  vain,  however,  for  the  j^raves  of  Mr. 
Bell  and  others,  there  being  uo  perdoa  prt;b€nt  aiNpiainted  with 
tlieir  iocaiity.  I  saw  some  splendid  momiments  which  had 
been  erected  to  perpetuate  the  fame  of  (Tovernors,  Captains,  and 
merchants,  who  had  found  a  grave  in  African  soil ;  and  1  could 
not  but  regret  that  no  tablet  had  been  pat  up  to  preserve  the 
names,  and  show  the  resting  place,  of  those  who  had  fallen  in 
the  service  of  the  "  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords."  But 
I  remembeied  with  pieasoie  that  these  dear  departed  servants  of 
Christ  had  more  enduring  monuments  of  their  zeal  and  fidelity, 
in  the  persons  of  those  who  had  been  brought  to  a  knowledge 
of  the.  truth  through  their  instnimentality.  I  thought  also  of 
the  probability  that  I  myself  might  soon  find  a  resting-place  in 
this  desolate  spot ;  and  after  musing  for  some  time,  in  a  some- 
what melandioly  train  of  reileetion,  I  endeav4iured  to  lift  up  my 
heart  in  prayer  to  God  for  His  protection  and  blessing ;  and 
retuia<jd  home  fully  resolved  to  "  work  while  it  is  day ;  for  the 
night  cometh  when  no  nian  can  work.** 

Amon^'  the  pagan  and  Mohammedan  tribes  around  us  we  could 
find  nothing  deserving  the  name  of  education  for  the  young ; 
the  only  children  taught  to  read  being  those  intended  for  the 
priesthood.  The  teacher  is  generally  himself  a  Priest  or  a 
Maraboo  ;  and  if  he  has  to  travel  a  journey,  he  takes  his  school 
with  him.  The  very  idea  of  a  travelling  school  will,  no  doubt, 
'  be  somewhat  amusing  to  the  youthful  reader ;  but  such  is  the 
faet.  I  remember  once  having  a  visit  from  a  school  of  this 
1dnd«  It  oonsisted  of  about  ten  or  twelve  fine  little  black  boys, 
at  the  head  of  whom  was  a  learned  Maraboo,  their  teacher. 
Th^  had  travelled  a  distanee  of  several  hundred  miles ;  and  as 
they  moved  forward  by  short  stages,  they  had  been  six  weeks  on 
the  road,  learning  their  Arabic  lessons  at  intervals  every  day. 
Their  object  in  visiting  the  eolony,  they  said,  was  to  see  white 
men  and  their  houses,  which  they  had  never  before  beheld,  and 
to  purchase  a  supply  of  writing  paper.  Both  teacher  and 
scholars  were  much  interested  with  every  thing  they  saw  ou  ur 
station.  They  were  surprised  and  delighted  with  a  view  of  my 
library,  as  well  as  with  a  musical  box,  an  alarum  clock,  aud 
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other  articl«t  of  EuropeBii  nanufncturr  wliich  we  showed  ihein. 
Again  aod  agtin  they  clapped  their  haikda  io  joyful  aaCmiah- 
nent,  exdaiminf  ,  *'  White  nao  haa  got  a  good  head ;  white 
nan  koowt  everfthiog."  When  we  had  talked  to  them  about 
the  great  God  that  made  them,  and  Jeana  Chriat  who  oome 
into  the  world  to  safe  alnnen^  and  made  them  a  few  triSing 
pieaent«»  they  left  the  Hiaaion-Uonae,  apparently  wall  plaaaad 
with  their  visit. 

Amidst  the  niimerous  difficulties  uiidi-r  which  the  first  Mis* 
sionaricB  to  Lhc  river  C»auil>i;i  j)uraucd  tht-ir  ur^cful  iabour>,  ii  i^* 
a  pleasing  fact  thnt,  im  alri;iiiy  stated,  roam  were  brouj:;lil  lo  a 
kiiowlediff'  uf  tlu'  truth  through  thnir  in*tninicnlaiity.  Ainotiji; 
lljfiC  Will-  a  lew  who  ultiinately  rciidertd  iuipirtaiit  j*ervi(\'^  to 
the  Mission  by  taking  a  part  in  tiie  iiistructioa  of  their  fellow 
couiitr)roeii  in  the  thmi;s  portniuiug  to  their  pause.  As  two  of 
theae,  John  Cupidon  and  l^ierre  Salloh,  were  employed  ia  the 
work,  under  my  ilircction,  at  an  early  period  of  our  loboma,  n 
brief  account  ot  their  early  Kle  and  conversion  to  God  may  be 
intereatiug  to  the  reader ;  capeoially  aa  theae  may  be  ngeided 
aa  apecuneoa  of  the  manner  in  whiek  hondreda  of  othwa 
have  been  tuned  *'  ftom  daikneaa  to  light,  and  from  the  power 
of  SaUnnntoGod." 

Johh  Ccpidov  waa  bom  in  the  iaiand  of  Goree»  near  Oipe 
'Verd.  His  parente  were  alaiee;  eoneequently  he  wae  not  free 
bom.  His  master,  howcrer.  observing  bis  fidelity  and  ^netal 
good  c«r)iuhii't,  trt-atetl  hiin  wiiii  j;r«.']ilcr  kindness  tiiau  lliose 
who  are  in  l>oudagt:  usually  nxcive.  In  early  hit-  John  at'coiB* 
psiiied  Ills  n^aster  to  Encrhmd ;  ami  1  have  otti  n  b<  t'n  auiUM-d 
WilU  hi*  own  Mmple  account  of  what  li*'  siw  m  *'  while  man's 
country."  1  in-  rph-ndiJ  buiUiiiii;^,  tiic  line  >lw>|i  wiudowi,  and 
tile  gny  atrriagri  at  London  tilled  bim  with  wonder  and  delight, 
ilia  visit  wns  iu  the  winter  season ;  and  one  morning  when 
he  aVDftc  he  was  surpriicd  lo  see  the  gfoond  covered  with 
enow,  ond  the  water  froaen.  He  had  nem  before  aritnemcd 
theae  pbenomeiui ;  and  at  fiiit  he  thoui^t  the  aoow  was  salt, 
till  eonvineed  of  hia  error  by  taating  the  atrauge  whits  anb* 
atenee  which  lay  at  hia  feet.  The  beautiful  tnnapai^nt  ioa  ao 
intereated  him,  that  he  molred  to  take  a  pieea  of  it  home,  that 
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he  might  give  to  his  countrymen  ocular  demonstration  of  some 
of  the  wouders  of  England.  For  tins  purpose,  he  carefully 
packed  a  quantity  of  ice  in  his  trunk;  but  ns  the  ship  pro- 
ceeded on  her  voyage  out,  the  temperature  iucreas(*il ;  and  John 
one  dav  di{»covered,  to  his  utter  dismav,  that  his  t leisure  had 
vanished,  leaving^  his  clothes  well  saturated  witb  water,  as  the 
only  recompence  for  all  his  trouble. 

Shortly  after  this  voyage,  his  master  retired  from  business, 
leaving  John  in  the  care  of  Charles  Grant,  Esq.,  by  whom  he 
was  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  under  whose  guardianship  he 
leanied  the  trade  of  a  carpenter*  He  was  afterwards  employed 
as  a  storekeeper;  and  such  weiv  his  habits  of  indnstiy  and 
perseverance,  that  he  saved  a  little  money ;  and,  in  the  course  of 
a  few  years,  with  the  kind  aid  of  his  btoefactor,  he  was  enabled 
to  remit  the  price  of  his  ransom  to  his  M  master,  who  was 
living  in  London,  and  thus  he  became  a  ftee  man.  As  Mr* 
Grant  and  his  family  attended  the  preaching  of  the  Missionaries, 
John  accoaipaiiicd  them  ;  anJ  vrv  lon<r  l)cc;iiue  deeply  convinced 
of  his  state  and  danger  as  a  sinner  in  the  sii;ht  of  (iod.  He 
continued  in  i^rtixi  mental  distrei.6  till  the  moulh  of  May,  1822, 
when  he  obtained  "  peace  with  God  tiirou^h  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ/'  and  was  enabled  to  "  rejoice  in  hope  of  glory.**  I  have 
often  heard  him  speak,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  of  the  great 
change  whieli  he  experienced,  when  he  was  enabled  to  caat  his 
helpless  soul  by  simple  faith  on  the  merits  of  tlie  Bedeemer. 

Being  well  acquainted  witli  the  Jalloflf  language,  and  having 
made  some  proficiency  in  English^  John  frequently  acted  as 
interpreter  for  the  Missionaries;  and  he  manifested  mudi 
earnestness  and  zeal  in  these  hia  earliest  efforts  in  *the  cause  of 
Ood.  IVhen  he  beheld  the  sad  condition  of  his  fellow  men, 
who  were  sitting  in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow  of  death,  his 
heart  was  moved  with  feelings  of  the  tenderest  sympathy 
towards  them ;  and  he  longed  to  declare  onto  them  more  fully 
the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  to  a  perishing  world.  This 
laudable  feeling  the  Missionaries  encouraged  ;  .md  rL'(iue8ted 
him  to  give  an  occasional  word  of  exhortation  in  Jallotf.  Such 
were  his  attainmcul?^  iii  piety,  and  his  projfiess  in  tlu"  knjwiedge 
oi  Divine  things,  and  so  evident  was  the  success  which  had 
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already  sttended  bit  labours,  that  be  vaa  nlUaiatdy  couiderecl 
eU|;ible  to  be  wbally  empioyed  ia  tbe  work  of  teacbing  tod 
pteacbtng  tbe  QoepeL  He  wae  aooordiDglj  noommeiided  to 
tbe  Miitiomiiy  Conuiiittee;  and  banog  been  aooepted,  be  waa 
employed  at  an  Ataiataiii  Miwbiiaiy,  from  the  tioM  of  my 
arritral  in  Africa.  I  may  fnrtlier  add  that  by  bia  eoatittent 
deportnient,  ferrent  Eeal,  and  dii^  ice  in  bis  work,  be  ooo- 
tinueci  to  give  the  gnrcatest  satisfucliou  to  nil  parties  coiicern<^), 
during  the  wliole  period  of  my  residence  nl  the  Gambia,  and 
my  coii)i(  \i()ii  vviUi  ijiru  iii  tlif  uuik  of  the  Miss-ion. 

I^lHKiiE  6alLaii  horn  nt  a  consid*^rnhlr  luilive  ton-n  io 
the  itUerior,  between  the  (iaml»i;i  and  llu-  .^eue^'ul.  Hi**  early 
days  were  spent  m  attendini;  his  lather's  cattb ;  and,  being 
bom  of  free  parents,  he  was  a  tlianger  to  (he  initenet  of  slavery' 
for  teveral  yeara.  Uk  lalber  appeart  to  bare  been  a  respeetable 
native,  and  waa  tometimet  eroplqjed  in  tbe>aerfioe  of  tbe  King 
of  the  country.  On  one  of  ib^e  oeeaakma^  being  aent  to  n 
neigbbonring  town  to  eoUeol  tbe  cnatomt  or  taaea*  be  took 
bia  eon  and  daugblcr  with  bini.  On  arriving  at  tbe  end  of 
their  journey,  tbe  cbildrtn  left  their  Ibtbcr  for  a  abofi  time,  and 
joined  a  partj  of  boja  and  girle  who  wen  going  into  the  wooda 
to  gather  wild  firnit  After  a  while,  Piem  began  to  think  that 
hit  fctber  might  want  bis.  and  proposed  that  they  thonld  all 
return ;  l)Ut  to  this  the  otlier  children  did  not  consent.  In 
ntt«  niptiiii:  to  tiixl  hU  Hay  ^aek  alone,  he  lost  himself  in  the 
forest  ;  ;tiiil,  ill  the  midst  of  iiis  fright  ami  perplexity,  he  was 
overlakeii  l»y  tliret-  men,  ami  rarrird  off  as  a  ••lave.  TIjo  prac- 
tice ot  kitiiiaf)pin2  was  ihin  so  ci^nnnon  in  I  lint  part  o\  the 
country,  thai  the  poor  \)v\  was  quite  awure  of  hi*  fate,  nnd 
wept  bitU'rly  at  the  thought  that  he  should  see  his  taiher  and 
roother  no  mora^  but  be  bantthed  to  n  ttrange  land,  where 
nothing  awaited  him  but  the  miseriea  of  perpdnal  bond^. 

For  three  days  and  thrte  nigbta,  Pierre,  with  aevefil  other 
children  who  had  been  eaptun^  in  the  aame  way,  waa  marched 
aeroea  the  dcacft.  with  Tciy  tittk  to  eat  or  drink.  On  arriving 
at  a  native  town  on  the  atain  land*oppoaite  the  idand  of  Goiee, 
then  a  French  tettlcment,  he  waa  pordbaaed  hj  n  Uaek  nmn  for 
a  coloored  lad/  naiding  in  the  colony  •  ukl«  in  abont  a  fortnight 
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aftenrardfl,  be  was  safely  lodged  In  (lie  mMjr  of  has  mistress. 

lieing  an  active,  i  nergetic  boy,  he  was  soon  afterwards  sent  to  leam 
the  business  of  a  stonemason,  that  his  hibour  luight  be  more  pro- 
fitable to  his  owner  when  he  should  arrive  at  the  age  of  iiianliood. 

Some  time  attcr  this,  the  island  of  St.  Mary's,  at  the  moulh 
of  the  Gambia,  was  settled  by  the  English,  and  there  was  a 
great  demand  for  masons  and  carpenters;  in  consequence  of  • 
wliich,  a  number  of  slave  workmen  were  sent  over  from  (ioree 
by  their  respective  owners.  Among  these  came  Pierre  Sallah, 
who,  with  other  slaves,  attended  the  Wesleyan  chapel,  and  was 
thus,  for  the  first  time,  brought  under  the  sound  of  the  Gospel. 
While  the  Missionary  was  pToachiog,  the  word  came  with  power 
to  the  young  Kegxo's  hear^  and  he  felt  miserable  on  account  of 
his  sins.  Having  no  longer  any  confidence  in  the  false  religion 
of  his  country,  he  burned  his  greegrmt  and  abandoned  the 
foolish  Mohammedan  superstitions,  in  which  he  had  been  trained 
up  from  his  infancy.  He  now  sought  commttnion  with  the  people 
of  God,  that  he  might  be  directed  in  the  way  to  heaven.  As 
the  language  of  his  heart  was,  *'  What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?" 
he  was  exhorted  to  "  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ; "  and, 
while  seeking  in  huuibh^  prayer  to  cast  his  burdened  soul  on 
Jesus,  lie  obtained  a  sense  of  the  favour  of  God,  and  went  on 
his  way  rejoicitig.  From  that  liour  he  endeavoured,  by  all  j)o^- 
sible  means,  to  induce  ids  fellow  workmen  to  forsake  their  sins, 
and  give  themselves  to  the  Lord  with  purpose  of  heart. 

At  this  early  period  of  his  Christian  career,  I'ierre  had  a 
severe  trial  to  experience.  The  work  of  building  at  St.  Mary's 
beiog  nearly  completed,  his  owner  required  him  to  return  to 
Goree,  where  he  would  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  grace,  and 
of  the  society  of  those  who  had  been  instrumental  in  his  con- 
version. In  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  however,  he  resolved  to  obey 
the  order  without  murmuring.  Having  acquired  a  little  know* 
ledge  of  reading,  the  Missionaiy  gave  him  a  copy  of  the  holy 
Scriptures,  and  commended  him  to  God  in  prayer,  and  he 
embarked  for  Goree.  On  his  arrival,  he  recommended  the 
Gospel  by  a  holy  walk  and  conversation,  and  by  advising  his 
fellow  slaves  to  break  off  their  sins  and  serve  the  Lord.  Un- 
aided and  alone,  this  young  disciple  soon  formed  a  little  meet- 
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iiig»  for  the  it!ig;iouf  instmotioii  of  any  vbo  would  aitMid. 
Thb  onnuDttanoe  icave  great  mnbrage  to  the  people  of  tho 
eokmy,  who  wm  all  either  MohammadaDa  or  Boman  Catholica. 
ConplaiDta  were  eooaeqiieiitly  made  alioot  thete  meetings  to 
the  Freneh  Governor.  Hie  yonthftd  offSmdcr  waa  brouj^ht 
before  hia  Excellciicy,  when  he  made  "  a  ffootl  confession  Ix'fore 
vviiiu'ssf?  ;  "  but  he  was  strictly  rorbiiiiitii  to  holii  any 
mectin'js  anionj;  llic  slaves  in  future. 

(iod,  it)  Hi-*  pruvuU-ner,  «oo!i  opcntU  a  wny  for  the  more 
extensive  uselulnt^s  o\'  this  jnyniiiiin^  yonni:  eonverf,  Ht«  cnf« 
was  represented  to  tlie  Missionary  Committee  ia  Lomloit  ,  ni.d 
it  was  stated  that  if  his  freedom  Ci>iild  lie  obtained,  he  might  be 
usefully  employed  as  an  Assistant  Missionary'.  The  funda  of 
tba  Soeidy  not  being  aTailable  for  atich  nn  object,  the  ctrcum- 
aUnce  was  mentioned  by  the  ller.  John  Jan.e?,  one  of  the 
Qeoeral  Beoretarie%  at  a  Mitaionaiy  Meeting,  in  Abbey  8(ffBei 
Cbapel,  Dnblia*  when  aneb  aa  interctt  vaa  eicited  that  a  tub* 
acription  for  tho  apecial  object  of  Fierra'a  emancipation  vaa 
made  at  once.  A  little  boy  was  so  afleded  with  the  accoant 
which  ha  had  heard,  thai,  in  the  warmth  of  hit  juvenile  ical,  ha 
eried  out,  **  I  'U  give  stipenee  1  This  small  contributioa  waa 
fbliowad  by  the  ehetfrfal  announcement  of  hrger  sums,  and  a 
shower  of  money  literally  fell  upon  the  phitfonn.  eihibitin^  such 
u  ilispliiy  of  missionary*  teA  ami  liberality  ;is  is  «rli!v)iu  -nrjm^sed. 
Fifty  pounds,  tlie  ainovitit  ri-(|iur«4i,  wm-  >(juu  raised,  when  a 
r^^^y  Min  uf  "^^niii  Knn  "  r\el.iiii;»M!,  **  I'tt  rie  SallnhV  frredom 
is  pnrchn^ed  with  In^h  '^'ohi,  aud  lie  ^hA\  hr  aa  Iri»hiii,m  l^r 
evf  r  !  "  Oa  my  arrivttl  at  the  Gatnbia,  i  had  to  pi'rtbnn  the 
piensmg  duty  ot  ne^otiaiing  for  thf"  frr  edoni  of  this  inlelligeni 
Negro  sbve;  and,  by  proceeding  with  care,  I  accon^plis^hed  that 
object  to  the  aatiafocikm  of  all  panics*  When  I  bad  paid  down 
his  ransom  price,  and  the  neoessaiy  doenmcnts  were  riecntad,  I 
idbimad  Fierva  thai  he  waa  now  a  fice  man.  His  e>€s  over- 
flowed with  tears  of  joy ;  and  when  told  who  wete  hia  bcnefoe- 
toti,  ha  fertcstly  prayed  that  God  might  blrs s  Ihtm.  snd  reward 
them  for  their  kindness.  In  after  vran  he  often  referred  with 
gmtcftti  emotion  to  ibe  good  white  {'caj  ie  on  the  other  side  of 
the  **  great  sal  t  water,"  who  had  manilcstcd  such  kindness  to 
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Ills  country  in  sending  the  Gospel ;  and  especially  to  the  people 

of  Irflarul,  who  had  taken  up  his  cnse  witli  sucli  characteristic 
zeal  and  earnestness.  ^Vhen  told  of  the  humorous  observation 
of  one  of  his  friends,  that,  as  his  freedom  was  purchased  with 
Irish  gold,  he  sliould  henceforth  be  an  Irishman,"  he  was 
much  amused,  and  laughed  heartily  at  the  idea  of  his  future 
nationality  * 

Pierre  Sallah  was  now  placed  entirely  under  my  care,  and 
resided  ia  a  small  cottage  which  I  built  for  him  on  the  Mission 
premises ;  so  that  I  had  an  opportonity  of  directing  his  studietj 
ftndwas  favoured  with  his  assistance  in  the  Mission  school. 
His  ardent  desire  to  acquire  knowledge,  and  to  be  usefully 
employed,  was  a  pleasing  indication  o^  bis  future  success ;  and 
such  was  the  affection,  diligence,  and  teal  which  characterized 
bis  humble  labonra,  whilst  xesident  with  me  at  St.  Mary's,  that 
he  greatly  endeared  himself  to  me  and  mine,  and  to  all  with 
whom  he  bad  to  do. 

Tliesc  first-fruits  of  native  agency  in  a  climate  so  trying  to 
the  health  of  Europeans  were  hailed  witli  gratitude  and  joy; 
and,  in  future  years,  they  were  followed  by  other  pleasing 
instances  of  native  piety  and  talent  consecrated  to  the  service 
of  the  church,  leading  us  to  hope  that  the  regeneration  of 
Africa  may  ultimately  be  elTected,  to  a  large  extent,  ibrough 
the  instniiueDtality  of  her  owu  sons. 

*  On  the  2ad  of  April,  1849,  when  on  a  missionary  deputation  to  Ireland* 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  « most  futarettiojj^  Mfasiooaiy  Meeting  in  the 
Centenan  i  i  lipcl,  DnbUn.  In  the  eonrse  of  my  addrtM,  I  made  reference 
to  the  nnMm  of  Pierre  SelhJi  by  Irish  lMaevolepoe«  when  the  Bev..  W. 
Stewart  rote,  and  oorrohonted  the  iioli of  the  cnte;  ttstiag  thrt  he  was 
present  at  the  meeting  allnded  |o,  and  that  he  ncrcr  before  beheld  meh  a 
manifestation  uf  Christian  sympathy  nod  libeniity.  I'he  hufs  assemblj 
responded  heartily,  and  rejoiced  that  they  were  permilted  to  w«  and  hear 
the  Mi^stoniiry  who  was  the  instrument  of  carrying  out  thi  ir  bciievohnt 
design  for  the  more  extensive  diffusion  of  the  Gospel  ia  Africa,  by  rncnns  of 
native  agency,  in  this  instance  redeemed  from  bondnge.  It  may  be  proper 
to  add  that  after  John  Cupidon  and  Pierre  Sailah  iiad  hiboured  as  Assistant 
Mis&ionariea  for  seventeen  years,  they  retired  from  the  regular  vnirk  i  bat  I 
am  nnacquainted  wftb  the  ctreomttaneee  wbieh  led  to  this  itq). 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

m&t  souaE  UP  m£  gambll 

Extension  of  the  Work— Embarkation  for  Mararthy's  Isliiul — James's 
Fort — ^Albreda — Jillifrce — Tnnkcrwall — Spinninji  niul  W  Lavintr— Ten- 
tubar — Badamjr — The  iijAl  ToroaJo — Cower — MacHrlb^'g  Isluutl— 
Lieotenuit  W.  SImw-^oIib  AMi^Fint  Sabbath— Mohammidni  Fet- 
tivil— British  Aathoritj— Native  Docton— Second  Sabbath— Bateda 
— Betnrn  to  St.  Maiy's — ^Progrcet  of  the  Hitsion  at  Bathnnt. 

The  friends  of  Missions  generally  regard  with  peculiar  in- 
terest the  circumstances  connected  with  the  first  planting  of  the 
Gospel  in  the  *'  regions  beyond,*'  where  the  worship  of  the  true 

.  and  living  God  has  ne?er  before  been  established.  At  an  early 
period  of  my  missiDnai^  labours  in  Western  Africa,  I  was  called 
to  engage  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  the  particulars  of  which  I  will 
now  proceed  to  relate.  I  had  hearid,  with  feelings  of  deep 
emotion,  of  tbe  dark  betaigbted  state  of  the  Mohatrimedan  and 
Pagan  tribes  in  the  interior  of  the  country;  and  I  felt  an 
anxious  lit'sire  to  extcinl  to  tlicin  "the  light  of  the  glorious 
Gospel  of  Christ  "  In  the  order  of  Divine  Provitlcnce,  facilities 
were  now  allorded  for  such  an  undertakinp^,  which  were  not 
available  at  an  earlier  period.    Tlirough  the  blessing  of  God 

'  upon  the  labours  of  His  ser\'ant9,  a  few  native  labourers  had 
been  raised  up,  who  were  in  course  of  training  to  take  a  part  in 
tbe  good  work,  and  were  both  able  and  willing  to  go  forth 
and  proclaim  to  their  deluded  fellow  countrymen,  in  their  own 
language,  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation,  with  all  the  advantage 
of  constitutions  accustomed  to^the  climate,  which  might  screen 
them  from  the  dangers  to  whicb  European  Missionaries  aro 
exposed.  It  is  true  that  these  native  converts  were  as  yet  but 
children  in  knowledge  and  experience,  and  required  mucb 
instruction  and  oversight ;  but  they  were  daily  improving;  and 
I  regarded  tbe  fact  of  their  having  been  providentially  raised 
up,  in  connexion  with  other  circuicstauces,  as  a  clear  provi- 
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dential  indicatioii  that  we  ouglit  now  to  extend  our  labours^  if 
possible*  to  the  interior  parts  of  this  land  of  darkness. 

A  smaU  British  settlement  had  been  ahready  formed  at 
Macarthy's  Island,  for  the  protection  of  tiade  with  the  natives 
of  the  upper  river ;  and  I  considered  this  the  most  favourable 
point  at  which  to  commence  our  labours,  inasmuch  as  we  shoukl 
not  only  have  a  few  liberated  Alricans  to  begin  with,  who  under- 
stood something  of  the  Enuliah  language,  but  we  should  also 
have  the  protection  of  our  own  Government,  in  ease  of  intestine 
commotions  amonp:  the  native  tribes.  With  these  views,  and 
under  these  circumstances,  I  resolved  upon  a  tour  of  observa- 
tion, to  explore  the  banks  of  the  Gambia,  to  visit  Macarth^'s 
Island,  and  to  make  arrangements  for  the  permanent  extension 
of  our  Mission,  should  suitable  openings  present  themselves. 

Having  regulated  the  ail'airs  of  our  infant  church  at  St. 
Maiy's,  renewed  the  quarterly  tickets,  administered  the  sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  Snpper,  and  given  directions  to  the  Native 
Teaehers  how  to  proceed  in  my  absence,  on  Saturday,  the  14th 
of  May,  1831,  I  embarked  on  board  Mr.  Grant's  sloop  bound 
for  Maoarthy's  Island.  It  was  not  without  a  painful  struggle 
that  I  took  leave  of  my  dear  partner  on  this  occasion,  having  to 
leave  her  a  comparative  stranger  in  circumstances  so  new  nnd 
untried,  in  a  climate  so  unhealthy,  neither  of  us,  as  yet,  liaviiig 
had  the  seasoning  fever.  It  was,  however,  necessary  for  her  to 
remain  behind,  not  only  on  account  of  the  danger  and  difficulty 
of  travelling,  but  especially  as  her  presence  and  labours  were 
required  daily  in  tlie  Mission  schools.  To  this  arrang:ement 
she  nobly  agreed,  notwithstanding  the  sacrifice  which  it  involved 
on  her  part.  Our  dear  people  felt  deeply  interested  in  this 
undertaking,  and  I  was  followed  by  their  fervent  prayers  to  God 
for  His  blessing  upon  my  journey.  On  contemplating  the 
prospect  before  me,  the  arduous  nature  of  the  undertaking,  the 
perils  to  which  I  should  be  exposed  from  the  eitreme  heat  and 
unhealthiness  of  the  climate,  and  the  approaching  rains,  to  say 
nothing  of  wild  beasts  and  savage  men,  I  felt  my  mind  for  a 
short  time  somewhat  depressevl;  but,  on  casting  my  burden 
upon  the  Lord,  and  calling  to  mind  the  promised  presence  of 
my  Divine  Master,  the  cloud  was  dissipated^  and  I  was  enabled 
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to  My,  with  the  Apo&Ue,  *'  None  of  tbese  things  move  me, 
neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myself,  so  tbnt  I  might  finish 
my  coane  with  joy,  and  the  ministry,  which  I  bsre  veceived  of 
the  Lord  Jesiu,  to  testify  of  the  Gospel  of  the  gnoe  of  God." 
(AeU  XX.  S4.) 

During  the  night  we  p«eMd  Janoe*  Fort,  a  ehTc  factory  in 
rmas,  on  a  email  island  io  the  centre  of  the  river.  This  was  n 
oelebraied  place  in  times  of  old,  when  AfHosn  merchants  traded 
duefly  in  the  ileshand  bkwdof  the  poor  degraded  Kegroes. 
It  it  now  qnite  abandoned,  and  known  only  as  a  favourite 
haunt  of  owls  and  bats ;  a  more  le^tiroate  eoramercc  having 
long  sincx  lukcn  llic  plarc  of  llu*  slave  Iriuic.  Just  above  tliis 
place,  on  the  nortlu  rn  l)niik  of  the  river,  is  AHiri-da,  a  .«innll 
fet'Uit-iiu  lit  long  lit'kl  hy  the  French,  and  the  only  }>o«c*Mon 
whiHj  tlii  v  rlnimed  in  these  ]iarts.  It  ffprns  to  have  heeu 
n**(rvt(l  ;it  time  that  St.  Marv's  was  givtn  op  to  the  Eng- 
lish, and  (Jorec  ceded  to  the  French.  The  alleged  armugement 
being  at  variance  with  the  terma  of  the  treaty,  it  was  for  a  long 
time  a  subject  oC  considerable  annoyance  to  the  £ngliah>  tiU  the 
matter  was  compromised  between  the  two  Govt  mtnents,  and 
the  whole  of  the  Gtmhia  was  given  np  to  Great  Britain,  accord* 
ing  to  the  letter  of  theoriginal  compnei.  JilUfineia  a  popoloos 
Uandingo  town  in  the  same  neighboorhood.  the  inhabitants  of 
whirh  keep  np  a  constnni  intcTONDie»  for  the  purpoee  of  trade 
and  commenttp  with  the  European  colonists  at  8l.  Maiy's. 

On  Sunday  morning  I  went  on  shore  at  TanhcrwaU,  a  eon- 
tidermble  native  town  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  river.  Before 
ive  lauded,  and  as  our  canoe  approached  the  shore,  1  observed 
some  of  till-  natives  t'hinbiug  the  tree-,  and  uaichriir  our 
apj>n>ai'i  willi  curious  intrTe»t,  as  if  auxious  to  asctrum 
ulivtuer  »c  w» Tf  frK  TuN  or  fo^  **.  And  this  is  not  to  }ye  won- 
dcrrd  at,  m  ih>  v  known  uhitc  ii;fn  visit  thtir  countrv  to 
sleni  ftwav  iheir  chiKIrt  ii ,  hut  they  had  never  before  seen  a 
Christian  Missionary  or  a  white  man  come  with  a  message  of 
peace  and  gpod-wiU.  On  landing,  in  compnny  with  a  tndcr, 
we  soon  suceeetled  in  gainini?  their  confidcnec,  howem;  and  the 
women  and  diikiicn,  who  had  fled  at  our  approarh,  returned  and 
snnrtyed  us  with  maifcad  curiosity.  At  length  aona  of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAP.  TII.-^FIMT  TOTAdB  UP  TBI  OAVBU.  145 


chilJrea  approached  nenr  enough  to  touch  my  hand,  the  white, 
.snootb  surface  of  which  they  examined  most  minutely.  Then 
arose  a  diacassion  among  them  as  to  whether  the  "  white  man 
was  altogether  white,"  or  whether  *'  liis  hands  and  face  only 
were  of  that  complexion/*  I  soon  settled  the  matter  by  turning 
op  my  ooat  sleeve,  when  they  clapped  their  hands  in  ecstasy, 
ezdaimii^,  **  He  is  eveiy  bit' white;  we  neyer  saw  such  a  fine 
white  man  1*'  On  entering  the  town  I  found  the  people  pur« 
suing  the  ordinary  aYOcations  of  life,  in  total  ignorance  of  the 
Christian  Sabbath.  Some  were  spinning  cotton  with  their 
fingers,  without  any  wheel  or  otlu  r  machiuury ;  and  otliors  were 
weaving  narrow  pieces  of  cloth,  about  five  inches  wide,  'i  hcji 
mode  of  wenvinj^  was  rcniaikably  i  utic  niid  simple.  The  looms 
consisted  of  twu  upright  pieces  of  wood  planted  in  the  ground, 
on  the  top  of  which  rested  a  transverse  beam,  from  whicli  the 
f*)nie  was  suspended.  "Beneath  this  a  hole  was  dug  in  the 
ground,  in  which  thr^  weaver  placed  his  feet  as  he  worked  the 
rude  machinery,  while  he  sat  upon  the  earth,  and  passed  the 
shuttle  from  hand  to  hand.  Thv  warp  wns  not  wound  round  a 
beam,  as  in  the  case  of  an  English  hand-loom,  but  extended 
along  the  ground  a  distance  of  several  yards,  with  a  weight 
attactel  to  the  end,  and  was  drawn  up  as  required.  In  the 
manufacture  of  these  narrow  webs  of  cloth  th^  frequently  use 
at  intervals  threads  of  bine  cotton,  dyed  with  indigo,  grown  on 
the  spot,  and  thus  produce  a  striped  or  check  pattern,  which  is 
both  handsome  and  durable.  Bundles  of  this  native  doth,  each 
containing  a  certain  number  of  yards,  pass  at  a  current  value  in 
barter,  forming  a  common  medium  of  exchange  in  the  absence 
of  coined  money ;  and  when  it  is  made  up  for  domestic  use,  the 
narrow  pieces  nre  nently  sewed  toi^ether  into  the  form  of  large 
shawls  or  scarfs,  called  pmuja,  wliicii  tlicy  wear  loosely  thrown 
over  their  person^,  as  elsewhere  desevilsed. 

When  the  people  Hocked  around  me  in  the  streets  of  Tanker- 
wall,  I  told  them  that  this  was  the  day  which  Christians  kept 
holy,  and  on  which  they  met  together  to  worship  God,  and  how 
glad  I  should  be  to  see  the  natives  of  Africa  adopting  a  similar 
practice  \  but  they  smiled  at  the  observation,  saving,  in  their 
own  language,  **  White  man's  xeligion  is  good  for  white  man, 
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and  black  man**  Tetigion  is  good  for  blaek  man."  In  tlie  centm 

of  the  town  I  observed  a  rudely-constructed  mosque  or  Mohmn- 
int'dan  temple.  It  was  1> iiili  of  mud  and  thatche<l  with  gmss, 
as  wt're  most  of  the  imts  in  the  plarc.  AfttT  vit-win^j  it  both 
inside  and  ont,  T  rtcjii*  sted  them  to  allow  me  to  preach  in  it ; 
but  they  toon  j^ave  me  to  iiiifler^tand  thnl  tlieir  ?nrred  pbce 
must  not  he  di  fiied  with  Clirislianity.  They  expres-^ed  tiirir 
willinjj^iess,  however,  to  hear  me  where  i  was  stnndmg,  under 
to  open  shed  ;  and  I  addrenod  ihcm  at  aoine  knirth  in  a  con« 
vcnntional  strain,  thmn^h  an  intcq>reter,  on  the  chnnicter  and 
works  of  the  great  God  who  made  them,  and  of  Jeans  Chrisi 
who  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners.  After  spending  an 
konr  or  two  in  this  waj,  I  commended  the  people  to  Qod,  and 
left  them,  with  the  hope  that  aome  light  had  been  oommnni* 
eated  to  their  dark  minds. 

On  nstnmin^  on  board  the  tessel,  I  spent  some  time  in  itli* 
gioos  eottversation  with  the  Negro  sailors,  and  attempting  to 
teach  some  of  them  to  read.  Thtj  were  anxions  to  rreeite 
instruct iun ;  but  I  found  them  rather  dull  scholars,  havina^ 
grown  up  in  perfect  heBtlim  dukness.  In  the  nlternoon  I 
vvcat  cn  ^Itorr  at  ajujthcr  place,  called  Tiiitahnr,  a  ^rnall  luwn  on 
the  same  side  of  ilie  river  m  Tunkerwnll,  but  a  litilc  lii^zlu-r  up. 
Here  I  hnt\  an  uppurtuuity  of  sci  it);^  for  the  tirst  tini"  liow  pt-r- 
fectiv  man  is  reduced  to  a  letel  wiih  li»e  brute  crtaliuu  i-v  the 
accursed  slate  trade  in  this  land  of  darku'  Immcdiatrly  on 
landini?  1  mw  a  slave  in  irons,  along  with  a  horse,  under  an 
open  shed,  both  offered  for  tak  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the 
same  place.  I  had  lilUe  opportnni^  of  conveniing  with  the 
people  here,  as  thegr  were  basilar  engaged  in  traflle :  I  therefore 
rctonied  to  the  ?essel  deeply  hwnbled  by  the  specimens  of 
degraded  hnmanity  which  1  had  beheld  during  the  day,  and 
earnestly  ]>niyed  that  the  means  of  rrligious  instroetion  migbi 
soon  be  afforded  to  this  k»ng -neglected  peo)>]e. 

The  naftgslion  of  the  Gambia  is  somewhat  diftenlt  and 
tedious  at  erriain  aratons  of  the  year.  As  we  atecnd  the  river, 
we  frt-quently  lose  the  fine  sea  breeze,  so  common  on  the 
roast  ;  nul  \<  in  i.  it  does  bluw  fur  a  while,  ihtr  dense  luauiirovc 
juuj^k,  which  covers  (he  banks  uo  both  bidci,  prcvtuu  iis 
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acting  with  full  force  on  the  sails  of  the  vessel.  This  \n-\n^  the 
case,  we  can  sfUioiu  keep  under  weigh  after  the  tide  turns  ; 
but  are  obli<i:ed  to  let  f;o  tlie  anchor,  nnil  wait  till  the  uext 
flow.  The  trading  vessels,  moreover,  make  frequent  calls  to 
traffic  with  the  natives,  and  to  receive  and  discharge  their 
gocxU  at  their  different  branch  establishment.  This  last  cir* 
eumstanoe  is  rather  favourable  than  othemrise  for  the  Mission- 
ary or  the  travelkr  who  desirea  frec^ueot  opportunities  of  inter* 
course  with  the  people,  and  of  surveying  the  natural  scenery  of 
this  interesting  country.  In  this  respect,  I  was  highly 
favoured  on  my  first  voyage  up  the  river,  as  the  vessel  in  which 
I  sailed  had  to  call  at  several  phices  of  importance. 

On  Monday  morning,  the  16th,  we  sailed  up  a  long  creek  to 
a  place  called  Badamy ;  and  I  had  another  opportunity  of 
going  on  shore  to  talk  with  the  natives,  while  the  sloop  wns 
landing  part  of  her  cargo.    Here  I  met  with  a  fjutnlv  of 
coloured  persons,  wiio  had  originally  come  from  the  colony, 
and  whose  ancestors  were  of  the  (Christian  j'aith  ;  but  they  hnd 
htvn  so  lontj  mixed  up  with  the  Mohammedans  of  the  interior 
liiat  I  could  discover  no  traces  of  ('hristinnity  remaining 
among  them,  either  in  their  sentiments  or  practice,  except  that 
they  were  a  little  more  intelligent  and  obliging  in  their 
manners  than  the  other  natives.    After  conversing  with  these 
and  a  few  others  on  the  things  belonging  to  their  peace,  I 
returned  to  the  vessel.  '  We  then  descended  the  creek  with  the 
ebbing  tide,  and  continued  onr  course  up  the  main  branch  of 
the  river. 

In  the  evening,  we  were  overtaken  by  the  first  tornado  or 
thunderstorm,  which  indicated  the  approach  of  the  rainy 
season.   This  phenomenon  is  truly  striking,  and  somewhat 

appalling  to  one  who  has  never  witnessed  it  before.    On  this 

'occasion,  the  heavens  gathered  blackness,  the  thunder  roared  in 
fearful  penis,  and  the  most  vivid  flashes  of  lightning  succeeded 
each  uihcr  in  rapid  succession.  The  wind  also  blew  witii 
terrilic  violence  from  the  east,  the  boat  was  torn  away  froui 
the  sitern  of  the  vessel,  and  we  were  obli_;f'(l  to  conic  to  anchor. 
The  btorm,  though  vciy  furious,  was  of  short  duration.  After 
seeking  the  boat  for  some  time  without  success,  we  weighed 
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anebor,  and  proceeded  on  our  Toyage,  bopiog  lo  recover  it  on 

aarietuni.  ,  rn 

We  were  not  interrupted  by  any  stoppn^t-  on  the  following 
day;  but  eontinoed  to  ascend  the  majestic  iiambia.  a*  the 
mtle  breeie  and  tbe  flowing  tide  faToured  our  pro^rrr-,  \H  ^^^^z 
detigbted  witb  tbe  aceneiy  wbicb  tbe  banks  and  nume,t,u* 
iabinda  of  tbe  riter  almoet  eomtanUy  pieaented  to  o«r  view. 
Xatire  canoea  ooeaMonally  came  aloogaide  of  the  aloop,  manned 
U  JallotTs.  who  intafiaWy  eried  oat,  "Mi  ma  augarl  Mi  ma 
rum  t "  "  Oife  me  sugar!  Give  me  rami "  But  mileia  they 
bnd  •om.  tluni  for  barter,  we  kept  OB  our  cooiie,  occarionaUy 
.;vin^^  ih.  Ml  a  tritliuR  present,  as  a  baudlnl  of  SMjar.  or  a  little 
u.Wacco,  to  !,<•  rrlieved  from  their  perpetual  impoitmuty,  and  at 
the  same  lime  to  mltivate  a  fncndlv  spirit. 

On  \VetlnPMl  >v  the  l«th,  we  anehoretl  off  Cower;  a  large 
naiive  town  on  the  northern  hank  of  thr  river.    While  on  shore. 
I  was  wueh  strnek  with  the  (h-rrnd  ition  to  which  heathenism 
reduces  tbe  female  sex  in  tins  land  of  darkness.    1  saw  a 
nomberof  women  wading  up  to  the  kn.  .^  in  w.t.  r  aiitl  luuJ. 
working  wkb  ibeir  hoes,  some  with  chilcireu  on  their  Hrteks, 
pKparing  tbe  grotind  for  riee,  whilst  their  hushands  were 
lounging  at  bome  in  idkoesa  and  sin.    From  other  obsertaiious 
wbieb  I  made  in  tbe  mne  of  my  tiawb,  1  found  that  mo*t  of 
the  labour  in  cqHi«ti»g  tbe  ground,  and  any  other  kiiid  of 
dr  .     rv.  derolved  iilion  tbe  women  and  stows,  who  ate  da»ted 
preitv  much  in  the  same  category ;  and  that  tbe  men  treat  tbew 
w  s  0^  more  as  bestta  of  burden  than  as  eompaniooa  and  ei|uals. 

Hitherto  I  had  fcwmd  the  noitbera  bank  of  tbe  Gambto 
irdiaint.^l  chietlv  In  Jalloffs,  and  the  southern  by  Mandingoes; 
\niU  ;»<>^'^<'  1^''"^'  ^  *"  Mandinpoes  appear  to  be  the  aoto 
proprit  t'T-  <^f  tii.-  ^od  on  )>oili  sides  of  the  river.  Small  partiea 
of  wandenn-  V^oVa^  are  fr.  cjn.  uily  to  lie  mH  with,  graring  • 
their  cattle,  and  remoMn-^'  from  ]^:\cf  to  y'lncc  iintirding  to  the 
state  of  the  pasture  ;  but  a»  il  '  v  •  l  uni  no  rigut  m  the  soil,  they 
dwell  in  the  U"^  by  mere  sudemrit^,  «»td  th^-v  fn  tnu  tit i\  j>:»\ 
acatly  for  their  aeoom«M)diaion.  1  felt  happy  iu  MiimL:  m 
a  party  of  these  simple  people,  ftom  whom  I  obtamrd  *»  supply 
of  8Q«r  milkp  which,  when  twcdcncd  wi:h  sugar  or  booQr.  £^ 
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ft  deiidons  be?erage  in  this  sultiy  dimftte,  where  thirst  is  such  a 
constant  companion. 

We  liad  a  fine  breeze  all  day  on  Thursday,  the  19th  ;  and,  the 
conntry  beino;  niore  open,  it  filled  the  sails  of  the  vessel,  and 
enabled  us  to  keep  under  weigh  for  some  time  auainst  the 
ebbinc:  of  the  tide.  Siicli  was  the  rapidity  of  our  pro^^ress,  that 
in  the  eveninj:;  we  came  iii  sij^ht  of  Macarthy*8  Island  :  and  we 
began  to  prepare  for  going  on  shore.  I  was  charmed  with  the 
scenery  of  this  part  of  the  river.  The  sun  was  just  setting 
behind  the  opposite  hills,  the  air  was  compaTBtively  cool,  and 
the  labourers  were  returning  from  their  farms,  which  they  begin 
to  clear  and  put'  in  order  at  this  season  of  the  year,  in  antici* 
pation  of  the  approaching  rains.  We  came  to  anchor  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  island,  near  to  the  village  of  Fatiota,  where  my 
friend  ICr.  Grant,  the  owner  of  the  vessel  in  which  I  sailed,  had 
a  branch  tradbg  establishment.  On  landing,  I  met  with  a 
kind  reception  from  the  people,  and  obtained  a  lodging  for  the 
night  in  a  native  hut.  Being  weary  with  travelling  and 
exposure  to  the  sun,  1  slept  soundly ;  having  retired  to  rest 
witli  a  thankful  lieart  for  the  preserving  care  of  my  heavenly 
Father. 

When  I  awoke  the  next  morning,  I  found  the  sun  had 
already  risen  above  the  eastern  horizon  ;  and  the  light  which 
])(netrated  through  the  crevices  of  the  rude  door  and  wattle 
work  of  the  hut,  discovered  the  character  of  my  humble  shelter. 
The  interior  of  the  building  was  hung  round  with  greegrees, 
spears,  bows  and  arrows,  and  other  symbols  of  idolatiy,  and 
implements  of  war ;  the  very  sight  of  which  made  a  peculiar 
impression  upon  my  mind,  young  and  ioexpeiienced  aa  I  was 
in  the  Mission  field,  forcibly  reminding  me  of  the  fact  that  I  was 
DOW  in  the  interior  of  a  heathen  country.  On  leaving  my 
humble  lodgings,  I  took  a  walk  by  the  side  of  the  river ;  and 
was  led  into  a  train  of  reflection  both  painful  and  pleasing.  I 
thought  of  the  moral  degradation  of  all  around  me ;  and  felt 
that  I  was  indeed  in  a  hnd  of  darkness.  I  called  to  muid  the 
glorious  predictions  in  reference  to  the  universal  spread  of  the 
Gospel,  and  the  happy  time  when  "  all  shall  know  the  Lord, 
iiom  the  least  even  uuto  the  greatest."    I'erveutly  did  I  pray 
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that  my  riiii  to  this  place  mighl  be  erowned  with  the  spedil 
preaenoe  and  blcuing  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  and 
that  thia  might  be  the  beginning  of  a  new  dkpenntion  to  this 
]H-ople/  WhiJat  I  was  thna  musing  as  I  walked  along,  to  my 
great  sarprise  and  delight,  I  met  a  white  man  1  who  inlrodurrd 
himself  to  me  most  eouiteooshr.  This  was  Lieutenant  W. 
Sliinv,  a  )ounu  mUiUin'  oftirer,  the  Coruinaiulatit  of  the  islnml, 
und  the  only  l^;ui>pt'an  resident  in  tlie  country.  He  vtry 
k'!i<l!v  iiiviUli  anj  to  t:ikt'  up  niv  iilxnlr  with  hitn  in  his  thatchcil 
I"'  tt.iL:*'.  anil  to  share  wilL  liim  tlu-  IVw  roniforl^  which  he  had 
in  tin-  wiU!rnif^«.  With  f  flin,."*  kiio^vti  only  to  tlu>"^f  who  liavr 
Hid  with  a  fclh>v»  couiilrvmau  tn  a  far  (li«^t;int  lnn<l,  1  nv:iil«  f! 
my«Ht  of  his  kindnrss ;  and  I  have  mi-ou  to  iudulgt:  the  hc>|»e 
thai  injr  iateroourse  with  this  uoble-miiided  youn^  man.  under 
circtiniitanrrs  90  |>ecu1iar,  may  have  hcen  of  advantage  to  him 
in  after  life;  for  he  had  been  bh'used  with  a  pious  mother* 
whote  gotUj  counsel  was  fordbly  brought  to  his  mind  bjr  our 
eonTersation* 

I^sturday,  the  21st,  was  spent  in  Tistting  a  few  of  the  people 
in  their  hiit«,  and  in  making  obserrations  on  the  iaiaad.  In 
the  course  of  my  ramble  1  was  delighted  to  meet  with  a  poor 
msn»  namini  John  Asar,  who  had  learned  something  of  the 

(to«pf!  (fiirinir  Ilia  refidmee  at  St.  Mary's.  AUhou«jh  ciU  off 
hvm  all  iho  nitans  of  irrace,  he  still  retained  a  sense  of  the 
iioodnes*  of  (iod  ;  avui  Lid  hrru  iMilt  ;^ oiirinir  to  K  t  li^h* 
shine  btfiircuu-n.  Hi'  h.sil  Icarn^  to  r>Mii  a  little;  auJ  oa 
enltrinir  hi*  hnt  f  faind  liim  with  tin'  UiItU*  in  ia<  liftinl.  I 
rt-ad  iwm  tli  -  sacred  vt)ltiine  :  and  \vc  l»ntfi  i  ir^M'^vd  in  ]>riiy<*r. 
The  Lord  was  present  with  us  whilst  me  wrn-  ttiu^  bowed  at 
His  mercy-eeat;  and  I  felt  eneoumgrd  to  ho|)c  that  this 
humble  inquirer  might  be  made  a  bles^inp  to  hislellow-eountry  - 
men,  when  ninre  fnlix  instructed  in  the  things  pertaining  to  the 
kin^rdom  of  God.  This  hope  was  uliiantely  lenlttsd  in  his  being 
called  to  prmch  the  Gospel  in  his  simple  way» 

Maearthjr*s  Island  (the  native  name  of  which  waa  Jin<jia*berry) 
is  so  calkd  in  honour  of  the  late  Sir  Charles  Maeiithy,  by 
whom  the  small  English  settkmrat  was  flmt  established.  It  is 
about  Mven  miles  long,  and  two  broad ;  and  its  distance  from 
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the  mouth  of  the  river  lias  been  variously  estimated  at  from 
two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  miles.  The  original 
native  town,  Moroennda,  or  Holy  Town,  is  inhabited  exclusively 

by  Mandingoe?,  and  governed  by  an  Alcaid,  or  Headman, 
according  to  the  native  custom.  George  Town  is  the  iiauic 
of  the  English  settlement,  virhich  is  so  called  in  iiuu  ui  oi  the 
King  of  England.  It  ia  defended  by  a  fort,  which  is  built  of 
mud  ;  and  garrisoned  by  a  detachment  of  black  soldiers,  under 
the  direction  of  a  cotiimaudant,  for  the  protection  of  the  trade 
of  the  river.  Tlie  town  is  inhabited  chiefly  by  discharged 
soldiers  and  liberated  Africans.  There  are  several  stores,  both 
at  George  Town  and  Fatiota,  belonging  to  merchants  who  reside 
at  St.  Mary's.  These  are  placed  under  the  care  of  respectable 
and  trustworthy  natives;  and  a  considerable  trade  is  carried 
on  with  the  more  remote  interior ;  gold,  ivory,  hides,  and  bees** 
wax  being  obtained  for  muskets,  powder,  beads,  and  tobacco, 
and  a  few  other  articles  of  European  merehandise.  The  hind 
is  fertile,  and  yields  a  good  return,  when  properly  cultivated. 
When  the  wind  blows  from  the  east,  the  heat  is  very  great ; 
the  thermometer  sometimes  rising  as  high  as  180  in  the  shade; 
tlie  air  being  at  the  same  lime  peculiarly  dry  and  parching. 
I  have  no  doubt,  however,  tliat  this  will  prove  a  much  more 
healthv  locality  than  the  setth  nients  on  the  coast,  as  the  land 
is  more  elevated,  and  the  country  not  so  swampy.  Altogether 
it  appeared  a  very  eligiMt:  situation  for  a  Mission  station,  being 
not  only  under  the  protection  of  tlie  British  Government,  but 
also  central  to  a  dense  population  inhabiting  the  surrounding 
districts. 

Sunday,  the  22nd,  was  a  day  long  to  be  remembered.  The 
bugle  at  the  fort  was  sounded  at  the  hour  appointed  for 
Divine  service,  and  the  soldiers  were  marched  up  to  the  place 
of  meeting  In  regular  order;  who,  together  with  most  of  the 
people  of  the  town,  composed  a  nnmeroua  congregation,  to 
whom  I  waa  enabled  to  preach  the  Gospel  with  freedom  and 
power.  The  marked  attention  with  which  the  people  heard 
the  word,  and  the  deep  feeling  which  seemed  to  pervade,  the 
whole  assembly,  led  me  to  indulge  the  hope  that  some  lasting 
good  was  effected,  aiul  iliaL  this  mi^ht  be  Lhc  beginuing  of 
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better  (inys  in  that  plnce.  The  evening  service  wa^  ttlso  very 
enoouragiBg,  and  we  felt  it  good  to  wait  upon  the  Lord.  At 
the  close  of  the  pnMic  worship,  I  invited  those  who  were 
detennined  to  Abandon  all  ain,  and  to  give  their  beaita  lo  Qod« 
to  lentm  a  abort  time,  that  I  might,  in  iamiliar  couversation, 
expound  unto  them  '*the  way  of  God  more  perfectly  '*  To  my 
great  anrpriae  not  one  of  the  aaaembly  lettred*  Aware,  bow- 
erer,  that  moit  of  them  had  hitb^to  been  indttlgiDg  in 
beatheniah  ritea  and  oeremonica,  aa  well  aa  in  acta  of  groaa 
immorality,  I  did  not  aee  my  way  dear  to  form  a  daaa  at  that 
time,  feeling  eonvineed  tbat»  however  penitent  many  of  them 
roi^ht  be  for  the  moment,  they  would  require  much  instruction 
brfuro  tln-y  could  be  aJiuittnl  ovcu  as  caudidalcs  for  cImrcU 
iiu  iiibcrship.  Know^inp:  iilso  thiit  I  should  socm  have  to  Kave 
tlifjiifor  IIk-  jiri  ^rijt,  I  could  oidy  .uKlress  them  lV)r  a  frw  iniimtrs 
in  a  ^riit'ral  \\:iy,on  the  tiaturL"  and  im]K)rt:iiKV  of  iHr>onnl 
religiuti,  and  >  cIom;  tltc  meeting  with  fervent  prajcr  to  Uod 
for  Hit  blessing  on  their  souls. 

Monday,  the  23rfi,  wns  the  day  on  whirh  a  great  Mohammedan 
festival  was  celebrated  nt  Maoarthy*a  lalami.  A  Marabooi,  or 
Prieat,  of  di*tinguished  eminenoe  among  bia  people,  bad  coom 
firom  a  diatant  pbce  to  oonduct  the  ceremony.  At  an  early 
boor  in  the  morning  they  commeneed  tbmr  wofabip  under  n 
large  aacnsd  tree,  not  far  from  the  foit.  Tbo  piople  apnad 
their  mala  on  the  ground,  and  itrewed  them  with  the  kam 
and  flowen  of  a  partieohur  tree.  The  Prieat  plaeed  bimaelf  in 
the  front,  with  hb  baek  to  the  eongregation,  wbieb  eonaiated 
of  about  two  hundrrtl  person*,  and  recited  several  Arabic 
prayers,  which  they  all  rt*|)cated  aloud  after  hirii.  He  ibtu 
Willi  through  various  cesliculalions,  r»pt;ii«  ll\  bowinir  and 
prustniling  himM'if  uj>Oii  ibc  grouiui,  bem^  -iricds  imitatt  d  by 
the  people  in  n\\  thnt  he  did.  Tims  tbiv  contiiiurd  tluir 
exercidis  tor  about  t»ii  iiours  ;  and  then  returiir  d  to  Moroi  Uinb), 
where  they  5|H'ut  the  rr<'t  of  llie  dny,  and  Ibe  whulr  of  ilif 
night,  in  feasiinj;,  iiriukiii;;,  diummiug,  dancintf.  ?tnd  tinng  of 
guna,  acttiog  the  whole  plaice  in  an  uproar.  Such  waa  one  of 
the  many  fpcrtmrn»  uliich  1  u  itiii'«s<^^d  of  the  religion  of  the 
&be  prophet,  a»  pnurtiaed  by  tbia  barbarooe  pMple. 
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The  establislmient  of  BrilLBli  oetUementt  on  the  coast  and 
rirera  of  Western  Africa  baa  not  only  operated  as  a  check  on 
the  foreign  slave  trade,  bat  it  has  exercised  a  favourable 
bfluence  over  the  domestic  slavery  of  the  interior,  even  in 
districts  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Snglisb  law.  In  former  times 
it  was  not  at  all  an  uncommon  occurrence  for  an  individual 
wlio  owed  the  most  trifling  debt,  or  who  was  guilty  of  some 
ptUy  misdeiiicatiour,  to  have  his  cliiidren  carried  off  into 
slavery,  by  a  native  Chief  or  merchant.  During  my  stay  at 
Macarthy's  Island,  a  little  Jollar  boy  was  seized  in  this  way 
by  a  party  of  Mandingoes.  A  complaint  was  made  to  the 
Commandant,  who  immediately  summoned  the  persons  accused 
and  the  Alcaid  of  Morocunda  to  appear  before  him,  to  give  an 
account  of  the  matter.  I  was  present  when  the  examination 
took  place;  and  felt  deeply  interested  in  the  proceedings.  The 
Mandingoes  appeared  very  humble  and  submissive,  and  denied 
having  any  knowledge  of  the  circumstances,  or  participation  in 
the  affair.  As  no  trace  oould  be  found  of  the  rral  offender,  the 
case  was  allowed  to  stand  over  for  the  time  being ;  yet  I  could 
not  but  feel  thankful  for  the  deference  paid  to  British  authority, 
whenever  it  is  thought  necessary  to  interfere  on  behalf  of  the 
oppressed. 

Another  cotiiphiiiit  was  brought  before  Lieutenant  Shaw, 
shortly  arterwards,  bv  a  man  who  had  received  a  serious  wuutitl 
in  his  arm.  Wlien  he  presented  hinistit  at  the  door  uliere  we 
were  sitting,  the  blood  was  llowing  copiously  from  the  wound. 
He  proceeded  to  relate  that  in  the  course  of  the  m  uiiii.Li:  a 
party  of  hunters  had  killed  a  large  elephant,  near  to  the  place 
where  he  was  working  on  his  ground,  about  three  miles  distant 
from  the  settlement.  After  they  had  taken  the  ivory  tusks  and 
all  they  required,  they  left  the  carcass  of  the  animal,  and 
prooeeded  in  the  chase  after  other  game.  Whilst  he  and 
several  others,  according  to  eustom,  began  helping  themselves 
to  the  elephant  beef,  a  party  of  Mandingoes  came  upon  them, 
to  drive  them  off ;  one  of  whom  struck  him  with  hitf  cntlasa 
on  the  arm,  and  inflicted  the  wound  which  he  showed  us.  The 
Commandant  immediately  sent  a  number  of  soldiers  in  search 
of  the  oifeuder;  but  he  had  fled  beyond  the  boundaries  of 
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the  aetUemeut,  and  could  not  be  found.  The  VIcaid  |)roiiuaed, 
home\  t-r,  to  deliver  him  up  to  jartioe»  should  he  venture  to 
niakr  his  appcsmiOBat  the  native  town  on  the  island. 

Diihttg  »y  stay  at  Macarthy't  I«Uiiid»  i  had  fireqneDt  cppor- 
tunitiea  of  eoiitciiiBg  with  MobamniMlaii  FHeata,  tome  of  wbom 
oooUl  read  Anbie  preitj  wdl,  tod  ware  glad  to  receive  the 
tncta  and  portiooa  of  Scripture  printed  in  that  language,  which 
I  carried  with  ne  for  the  purpose  of  diatribntkm.  I  spent 
aeveral  boon  in  the  open  air,  one  beantirol  moonlight  night,  in 
retigtoui  diieosnon  with  n  company  of  more  intdl'^fnt 
Mohammedans.  AiTnitnents  were  produced  on  both  sides ;  but 
whi'u  I  was  jtiMt  ^aiiiin^'  tiu-  victory,  as  I  thonirht.  the 
conchnlrtl  thr  coiiirovfisy  %%ith  iheir  usual  eiaj«ioii,  lh:\t  "  wliite 
mnn'*  religion  i«  '^nnd  for  white  man,  rtkI  blnfk  m?!?i'*^  riligion 
i?i.  ^rxxl  r»r  l>l;u  k  iinti.  '  Nolfrithst:in(iiii2:  thir*  cuiiimou  sub- 
,terfugr,  however,  \  hiive  rf:i"*oti  to  believe  ihM  n  irood  impress 
aioo  waa  made  upon  their  minds  ;  for,  bi-fore  we  parted,  I 
proposed  that  we  ahonld  unite  in  prnyi-r  to  Almighty  God  for 
HiH  Divine  guidance  and  blev^sin!^.  To  this  they  agreed  ;  and  1 
ahail  not  aoon  forget  the  Miogt  of  my  heart  while  supplicating 
the  throne  of  the  heavenly  greoe,  euTTOonded  by  thoae  table  aona 
of  Ham,  who  had  never  before  heard  the  voice  of  n  Chriatian  Mia" 
iionary.  The  night  waa  calm  and  aerene,  the  moon  ahono 
brightly  upon  ua  aa  we  were  thua  bowed  before  the  Lord ;  and 
when  we  had  finiabed  onr  devotiona,  I  rrtired  to  my  hwnbta 
eoo^,  f^eritbing  a  pfeaaing  hope  that  the  day  waa  not  Ihr 
distant  when  the  light  of  the  blessed  Gospel  would  permanently 
shine  iiik)!i  this  diirk,  benighu  d  people. 

Oil  rrturniiiLT  to  the  resitlenc*^  o(  Lieutt-uaiit  .**!i,i.v.  nficr  a 
short  al>M"Tui*,  I  foiiTnl  him  •'nlVrriti^  from  an  attJick  »»f  tVvrr ; 
and  1  cotilil  11)1  Iml  fn  1  painfully  impn  -isil  with  thf  tr>iiijf 
situation  <«l  a  poor  Kviri'j>r;in  when  s<i7.f»l  with  illuf^s  in  the 
interior  of  Africa,  far  a«ay  from  kmd  fnends,  UR  iiii  <!  aid,  and 
the  ordinary  comfona  of  civilixed  society.  Umkr  these  cir- 
cumstances a  person  ia  inilu'*f d  to  give  himself  up  entirely  into 
i\w  hands  of  the  natives,  and  anbmit  to  whatever  they  preeoriba. 
Snch  1  found  to  be  the  caae  with  my  friend.  He  was  aur- 
mndad  by  a  numbv  of  old  womcUt  who  were  adminittering 
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«  btuli  mediciae  ;**  which  appeared  to  me  more  Ukdy  to  km 
than  to  cure.  Nor  was  this  all ;  they  bad  sotpended  gree- 
grefes  about  his  neck,  and  were  actually  making  him  drink 

"  s:rec<;rec  water."  Thi^  iiostruin  is  prepared  as  follows: — A 
Jklaiaboo,  or  Priest,  is  cousulted,  who  prescribes  the  necessary 
charm,  writes  it  in  Arabic  on  a  piece  of  board ;  and  the  nurse 
ill  attendance,  nftcr  washin^^  it  off  with  water  into  a  calabash, 
r»'<niirps  the  patient  to  drink  it.  Tiiey  have  a  sujierstitious 
lioiion  that  this  charm  will  send  away  the  evil  spirit,  which  they 
believe  to  be  the  cause  of  the  sickness.  I  soon  dismissed  these 
spirit  doctors  ;  and  administered  a  little  proper  medicine  to  ray 
friend,  which,  with  the  aid  of  some  good  soup  and  other 
nourishment,  which  I  caused  to  be  prepared  for  him,  soon  pro- 
moted his  recoveiy,  and  in  a  few  days  he  was  oonvalescent. 
It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  remark,  that  a  iittle  practical 
knowledge  of  medicine  is  lerj  desirable,  if  not  absolutely  neoes* 
sary,  for  a  Missionaiy  to  AiHca ;  as  he  or  his  family  may  be 
pkoed  in  cireumstances  of  affliction  and  trial  when  no  proper 
medical  aid  is  at  hand ;  and  he  is  often  applied  to  in  cases  of 
sickness  by  the  natives,  who  take  it  for  granted  that  he  knows 
every  thing:. 

Having  in  some  measure  aeconiplislied  the  object  of  my  visit 
to  Macarthy's  Island,  by  preachin;^  to  tlu^  people,  conversing 
with  the  most  intelligent  natives,  and  colieeiing  inforiniition  for 
my  future  guidance,  on  Thursday,  the  2ud  of  June,  I  embarked 
on  board  a  small  boat  on  my  return  to  St.  Mary's.  I  was 
obliged  thus  to  hasten  my  departnre  in  consequence  of  the  near 
approach  of  the  rainy  season,  which  would  make  travelling  diffi- 
cult and  uncomfortable,  to  say  nothing  of  the  danger  to  whicht 
as  a  new  cqmer,"  I  should  bo-  exposed,  if  overtaken  by  the 
rains  in  the  interior,  before  I  had  passed  through  the  seasoning 
fever.  On  taking  roy  departure,  I  was  much  affected  by  the 
earnest  entreaties  of  the  people  that  I  wouUl  visit  them  again,  or 
send  them  a  teacher  to  instruct  them  and  their  ohihiren  in  the 
things  of  God.  Several  foQowed  me  to  the  vessel,  repeating 
and  urging  their  request ;  and  I  promised  if  possible  to  return 
again,  and  ninke  some  provision  ibr  their  spiritual  necessities. 

We  iiaa  a  line  run  down  the  river  during  tlie  day,  with  the 
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wind  and  tide  m  our  fiivoar.  In  tlie  evening  we  mw  a  lai^ 
depbint  lying  deed  on  the  nortbern  benk  of  Ihe  river,  whieli 
luul  been  leeently  biUed  by  tba  nntivce.  We  took  a  canoe,  and 
went  to  eiamine  it,  hoping  to  find  tome  ivory ;  but  the  huge 
tnal»  bad  been  taken  bv  the  honten,  and,  after  entting  off  one 
of  its  ears  as  a  canoiiity,  I  returned  to  the  vessel,  and  €on> 
tiimeU  my  voyage. 

On  Saturday,  tbe  4th^  we  snilc*!  iiji  a  h<w^  cntk  on  the 
northern  tide  of  the  river  to  a  | Lire  culled  li.itr^i.i.  wlvcre  the 
vessel  hail  lo  take  in  corn.    Towards  evening  1  «riit  on  §hore, 
aud  visited  two  natixc  towns  a  considerabir  «ii<>t.uu-c  inkud. 
The  road  U-d  through  a  forest  of  lofty  trees,  in  w  Inch  we  saw  a 
number  of  binls  of  the  most  beautiful  and  varied  plumage.  It 
ia  lemarkabie,  however,  that  the  pretty  birds  of  Afrioa  never 
aing  in  a  conneeled  and  melodioas  manner  like  the  singing 
biida  of  Europe.    Some  whistle  and  chirp,  and  others  give 
notes  of  the  moat  harsh  and  discordant  aonnd,  espcciaily  thoaa 
of  the  parrot  tribe,  which  were  ilyiug  abont  in  huge  eovt^'s,  and 
making  a  deafening  iioiae.   On  entering  the  first  town  we  eame 
to  a  deep  well,  from  whieh  a  man  waa  drawing  water.   I  waa 
thirs^,  and  he  eheerlhlly  handed  me  hb  eabbash  lo  take  a 
drink;  bnt  the  water  was  rather  muddy,  and  a  little  anlBeed. 
At  the  same  place  I  observed  several  Maraboo^.  with  their 
lubU'ts  m  ihiir  hands,  writmi;  Araliie.    Thi'ir  niodr  of  writing 
ou  iiit>e  tablctJi  i«  not  always  llie  same.    Jk>uj«  tnin  •>  iliev  ti>e  a 
rtcd  jxn  and  ink;  aod,  wluii  neix'ssnry,  tbe  wnliiii;  ran  )*e 
washed  Ktl"  witli  water.     At  oiIkt  timo  the  lx»:*r>l  is  i*<>V€fcd 
witii  a  lliin  i'<rai  ul  bers'-wax,  aud  the  chumcUfra  are  tmwl 
with  an  iron  st%ie.    In  this  case  the  writing  can  Ik'  erased  ity 
friction  with  any  smooth  and  hard  aubalanoe.   When  the  natives 
write  on  paper,  they  invariably  u»e  se))amte  leaver,  never  attempt- 
ing anything  like  book-binding.    Near  this  town  I  visited  the 
mina  of  a  large  building,  whieh  appeared  to  have  been  a  temple^ 
the  ol^eet  and  histoiy  of  which  1  could  not  ascertain.  What* 
ever  may  have  been  the  charaelar  and  nature  of  the  efedien, 
nothii^  now  remains  but  n  part  of  the  foundation  and  a  few 
broken  ptUan. 

After  walking  about  three  nulea  fHrther«  we  came  to  the 
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second  town,  which  appeared  to  contain  a  considerable  popu- 
lation. We  now  felt  tired  and  hungry,  and  we  were  glad  to 
find  the  natives  kind  and  hoapitable.  They  sot  before  us  a 
large  bowl  of  rice  and  milk,  of  which  we  made  a  hearty  meal. 
As  nijjht  was  approaching,  we  hastened  back  to  tlie  vr^^scl ; 
and  from  the  extreme  heat  of  the  day,  and  the  long  tatit^uin!:: 
walk  in  which  I  had  indula^ed,  I  had  a  severe  head-ache 
daring  the  night,  which  was  the  first  I  had  experienoed  since  I 
came  to  Africa. 

On  ascending  another  long  creek  about  this  time,  I  was 
mnch  amused  by  the  playful  frolics  of  a  tribe  of  monkeys, 
which  had  assembled  in  the  tope  of  the  trees,  which  were 
interworen  in  dense  masses  over  onr  heads,  forming  a  kind 
of  natural  arch.  These  lively  inhabitants  of  the  forest  skipped 
from  branch  to  branch,  keeping  pace  with  the  canoe  in  which 
we  sailed.  Sometunes  they  seemed  disposed  to  dispute  our 
passage,  chattering  and  growling  in  the  most  menacing  tones, 
and  even  throwing  pieces  of  stick  and  wild  fruit  down  upon  us 
with  all  their  might.  It  was  not  till  a  musket  shot  or  two  had 
been  fired  among  tliem  by  one  of  our  party,  that  these 
impertinent  animals  were  entirely  dispersed. 

We  Cidled  at  a  few  more  places  as  we  descended  the 
river;  and  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  10th,  T  was  delighted 
to  behold  at  a  distance  the  neat-looking  wlaie  houses  of  the 
town  of  Bathurst.  Wc  reached  the  place  and  came  to  anchor 
in  the  afternoon ;  and  I  hastened  on  shore,  not  withont  feelings 
of  anxiety  as  to  how  I  should  find  all  at  the  Miasion>Hoase.  T 
was  truly  thankful,  however,  to  find  that  my  dear  wife  had 
been  preserved  in  good  health  and  spirits;  and  onr  hearts 
overflowed  with  gratitude  to  God  for  His  preserving  care  and 
goodness  during  the  month  that  I  had  been  from  home. 

My  return  to  St.  Mary's  was  hailed  with  joy  by  our  dear 
people ;  and  I  was  happy  to  learn  that  the  religious  services, 
as  conducted  by  the  native  teachers,  had  been  well  attended 
during  my  absence.  The  sehools  had  also  been  kept  in  active 
operation,  under  the  su[)erintendenee  of  Mrs.  Moister ;  and 
evenithing  on  the  station  wore  such  a  cheering  aspect,  that  i 
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had  no  rcnion  to  regret  iiie  aacrifioe  whidi  I  bad  madfi  in  under- 
Uking  this  tour  of  observntion. 

I  was  much  amused  with  the  account  Mn.  Moister  gnve  me 
of  aereral  vitiu  which  she  had  noetved  from  parties  of  natim 
during  mj  alNcooe.  Tiiej  had  coma  from  dbtanl  parta  of  the 
eoantiy  to  pa^v  tbcir  leipaela  to  "  mrmg  la^oAf **  the  white 
Mioiater;  **  a&d,  fioding  he  was  from  home,  they  eipret«rd 
their  with  to  hato  an  mtemeir  with  the  **  white  lad  v.** 

• 

When  thta  reqnett  was  graiite<I,  they  entered  the  Mission- 
House,  and  seated  themselves  on  the  floor,  around  Mrs.  Moidtcr, 
who  omij)ied  a  sent  in  tiif  centre.  She  then  inquired  the 
object  of  their  visiit  ;  mu\  o'le  of  lier  little  school-'toy?,  ru  tiiig  as 
ititerf)reter,  r<inily  replinl,  "  They  only  comf  to  j ny  you  cnm- 
piimeni,  Mh'hju."  At  tn*t  «ihc  ihouLjht  it  a  ratlitT  conn»e  kind 
of  com|>iiment  :  iml  •^lle  ^oou  l)rcniiie  used  to  it.  A-^  *he  was 
the  only  Kurupenii  fettinle  in  the  country  at  ihr  litue,  \i  ntjuirrti 
soote  nerve,  hcnvcver,  to  converse  with  a  numlnT  of  hjiif-odked 
aasagT!!.  with  their  apeaia  and  other  implements  of  war  in 
their  hands*  They  were  pfenerelly  dvil  in  their  bchariour, 
however ;  and  frctiuenily  listened  with  attention  to  what  was 
said  to  them  on  rcligiotts  snbjeds,  aa  weU  as  on  other  topics 
likelj  to  interest  them*  On  their  depnitore  from  the  Mission* 
Motise  tlieaa  native  visitors  genemlly  reeeived  a  small  present, 
—a  pifoe  of  red  doth*  a  lew  nced)ea»  beads,  or  other  trifling 
attieles,  with  whieh  thej  were  qnite  pleased ;  and,  in  fact,  this 
was  the  nlterior  olijeet  of  their  cooung. 

We  now  proeeeded  in  our  missionaTy  wotk  at  Si.  Mary^s 
with  satisfaction  mid  coinforl  ;  for  :ilthou::h  we  felt  the  cliiMile 
to  be  r\r«--i\<  !\  liol,  We  h.ui  l.itlicrlo  hem  f.ivourv<l  willi  irrKnl 
htallli.  iuc  ^rugrrss  made  by  the  rUiidrcn  in  tijc  scht>  il  uas 
Inily  plea»ii!i? ;  aud  the  rt-sults  tli.it  followed  the  pri  .i.vLin*; 
i'f  the  (ill:.!!..!  wr re  seen  1:1  ti:e  midit lui.'*  tnf^df*  to  the  number 
of  those  thiit  believed,  find  excited  m  our  hearts  feelings  of 
the  Uveiiesi  gratitade  to  Almighty  G04I.  Our  iaboor  was 
sweetened  not  only  by  the  early  fruit  which  we  wete  thns 
permitted  to  behold,  but  also  by  the  oontinoal  coniiction  which 
wt  felt,  that  we  wcie  in  the  \try  pinee  were  God  wonld  have 
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Qs  to  be,  and  that  we  tboald  be  faTOund  to  see  still  greater 
prosperity. 

W  hilst  we  reprardcd  the  ^pi^ituaI  welfiire  of  the  people  na  the 
pi  iiiir  ol)ject  of  our  Mission,  we  did  not  lose  sight  of  their 
temporal  interests.     We  felt  the  importance  of  giving  tliern 
to  understand  the  truth  of  the  Apostle's  declaration,  that 
"  godliness  is  profitable  unto  all  things,  liaviiig  promise  of 
the  lifi:  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come."  (1  Tim. 
iy.  8.)   After  the  labours  of  the  day,  and  in  the  cool  of  the 
evening,  we  frequently  visited  the  people  in  their  huts;  not 
merely  to  converse  with  them  on  the  affairs  of  their  souls,  bnt 
alto  to  offer  them  saeb  suggeations  on  thetr  domestic  matters 
and  social  habits,  as  appeared  necessaiy.    They  invariably 
received  us  with  the  utmoet  eordiali^  and  kindnesa^  and 
observed  onr  counsel  with  marked  respect   When  we  called 
upon  a  few  of  our  people,  aa  we  sometimeB  did,  on  a  Saturday 
eveoiug,  we  were  pleased  to  find  thai  careful  preparation  had 
been  made  for  the  Sabbath;  and  that  everything  about  their 
yards  and  dwellings  wore  the  aspect  of  cleanliness  and  comfort. 
The  result  of  these  friendly  efforts  to  elevate  our  liative  converts 
in  the  scale  of  social  life,  and  to  promote  the  general  civilization 
of  the  people  of  our  charge,  was  most  gratifying.    The  difference 
between  the  natives  who  made  a  profession  of  Christianity,  and 
those  who  still  remained  in  heathen  darkness,  was  so  marked, 
that  a  stranger  viniting  the  place  could,  at  once,  distinguish 
the  character  of  the  people  from  their  personal  appearance,  and 
the  condition  of  their  dwellings.    In  these  respects  our  people 
set  an  example  to  their  Mohammedan  and  Pagan  neighboara, 
which  told  favourably  on  the  beat  interests  of  the  Mission ; 
inducing  many  to  come  and  hear  for  themselves  those  important 
truths  which  were  producing  such  visible  effects  on  every  hand* 
A  few  of  our  native  converts  were  free,  but  a  still  laiger  number 
were  poor  slaves^  who  belonged  chiefly  to  the  European  mer- 
chants resident  at  Bathurst ;  and  I  gladly  embrace  this  oppor- 
tunity of  bearing  my  testimony  to  the  generally  kind  and  humane 
maimer  iu  «vhich  they  treated  liieir  p  ople  in  this  colony. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

5KC0XD  VOYAGE  LI'  lUE  UAilUU. 

If mton&iif  Piflcdtfa  Smodag  Imr-^Mnttieo  War^BalontkNi 
of  Pet0e— Sveaid  SMb«rintloc  Ibr  Miartbjr't  Idmid— DevQ't  Poiat 
— JwaMJiqiaJh— StfcUth^PoiBt'iiag'tMifr— Mittic  anJ 

Hippopotami — Comtnencement  of  Macarthy'*  Miwion — Preach iug  anil 
Srh(K>l—l<rtani~ Dean's    Ulatid— Native  Qyaml— TcaUbtr— lad- 

\Ve  ciuiaot  ex|>et  t  to  prostcuie  the  great  Missioiian  t  nier- 
prite  wiihoul  having  to  enooanter  auineioita  obstacles  These 
will  vary  nrv^niin^  to  the  peculiar  circamsUinofa  of  different 
eoantrics.  in  Wettem  Africa  we  had  no  muse  to  eomplain  of 
Mtoal  hoatUify,  on  the  pari  of  eiiber  ibe  cobnitte  or  Xkt  iHitivee» 
lo  ibe  object  of  our  MiaaiOB.  The  whole  coantiy  wta  open 
bdbce  nt;  aad  we  could  tmvel  where  we  pleeaed,  and  preaeh 
whco  we  pleeaed,  without  intemiptioii.  The  people  wm  Ofcrf • 
where  indmed  to  be  kuid  end  iKMqpittble,  and  we  could  gencralljr 
procure  what  we  required  without  nueh  diScully.  But  we 
had,  nevertheless,  nomeroua  triala  to  contend  with  in  the  proie* 
cution  of  our  work.  In  addition  to  the  nsiml  prt'judicrs,  apathy, 
mid  indifference,  wlmMi  ^neniUy  chnrrirt  r  /"  the  unrnliizliiened 
hciilhca  uf  imtioti?,  w  li;ui  ilun:  lo  t<i»aUutl  viith  two  en*iU. 
which  manifest  1^1  thr;n^-t  lvt">  in  a  jioculinrly  ii[rs'n»vptf «1  form  — 
the  oil'-,  TKit«ir:il  .  the  ot tu  r.  it.i!.  I  alludi'  to  llu-  uiilii  altln- 
ness  ot  the  ciiutitte,  and  the  pmijiensity  of  the  iialttcs  to  enirnge 
ia  mteatine  wars.  Difficulties,  ariiiiig  from  thcae  cauM«a, 
pressed  Upon  us  at  an  mf\y  period  of  our  Miaeion  to  the 
Ciaiitbia,  .iiid  tielayed  for  a  time  my  second  voyafj^e  tip  the  nvrr, 

Mrs.  Moiftirr  was  fint  eilled  to  pass  through  her  **eeeaoninf 
fbrer."  The  attack  rommenrrd  on  Sunday  efeninit,  the  9 1  at 
of,  Jnlr»  ISSl.  I  tnmedietelj  ernt  for  Dr.  Tebbs»  the  colonial 
phjniriin,  who  adminiatcred  the  nnial  remedict,  nod  eiprcaacd 
B  hope  that  the  retult  would  be  fiimunble.  She  oontinntd 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAP.  YIII. — SECOZiD  YOYAQ£  UJ^  THE  OAMDIA.  161 


yery  ill  for  ab6«it  a  week,  after  which  the  feirer  was  subdued 

and  8be  became  convalescent.  She  bad  repeated  attacks  of 
fever  after  this ;  nnd,  on  one  occasion,  which  I  shall  never  for- 
get, tlierc  appeared  to  be  little  hope  of  lier  recovery  ;  but,  being 
blessed  with  a  good  sound  constitution,  and  apparently  well 
adapted  ibr  the  tropics,  she  endured  the  climat^,  on  the  whole, 
much  l)etter  than  most  European  females  who  have  beeu 
engaged  in  the  Mission  work  in  that  country. 

My  dear  partner  had  only  just  recovered  from  her  first  attack 
of  fever,  when  I  waa  taken  ill  myself.  The  symptoms  were  the 
aame  in  both  cases, — violent  headache,  pain  in  the  limbs,  and 
shiTcring  ague,  followed  with  burnin;^^  heat  through  the  whole 
system.  For  a  while  I  struggled  against  it ;  but  was  obliged 
^iltimately  to  take  to  my  bed,  and  to  call  in  medical  aid.  Being 
of  a  strong  and  healthy  habit,  my  seasoning  fe?er  was  veiy 
seveie.  It  continued  without  intermission  until  the  fourth  day; 
and,  as  few  survive  the  fifth  day,  unless  there  be  a  change  for 
the  better,  considerable  apprehensions  were  entertained  for  my 
safety.  Mrs.  Moister  began  to  feel  anxious ;  Dr.  Tebbs,  and 
my  friend  Mr.  Grant,  remained  with  me  alino;-:t  eonstautly  ;  and 
the  dear  people  of  my  charge  held  their  meet ini^s,  nij^^hl  after 
night,  for  special  prayer  and  supplication,  that  my  liA-  might  h<d 
sparerl  to  the  church.  The  circumstance  just  named  was  deeply 
atfectiijg  to  my  own  mind;  and,  beinp^  sensible  of  everytlung 
which  was  passing:  around  me,  the  delightful  sound  of  prayer 
and  praise,  which  was  borne  along  on  the  midnight  breeze  from 
the  distant  place  where  the  meetings  were  held,  seemed  to  com* 
fort  my  spirit,  and  to  increase  my  confidence  in  God,  that  He 
would  in  men^  raise  me  up  again  in  answer  to  the  intercessions 
of  my  beloved  people.  In  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  the  2 1st  of 
August,  the  fever,  abated,  and  I  began  to  recover.  Thus  was  I 
mercifully  raised,  through  the  interposition  of  Divine  Providence^ 
from  the  very  brink  of  death :  and  in  a  short  time  I  was  enabled 
to  go  in  and  out  before  the  congregation,  in  the  service  of  the 
sanctnary.  I  had  to  pass  throup^h  many  segues  of  afliiction 
after  this,  but  none  so  ciiUcal  aiid  daugeruus.  On  a  retro- 
spective view  of  t!ii  whole,  I  can  recognise  and  ndorc  the  kind 
hand  of  God  j  and  I  may  indeed  say,  with  the  poci, — 

M 
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"  Oft  horn  the  mfjgm  of  tto  grate* 

Tli'iTi.  I^rd,  Ka^  Kllei  vp  ay  heed; 
SaJ<l«>n  I  fouod  Thre  near  to  mtc  : 
Hie  fercr  own'd  Thjr  tooeh,  end  fled.** 

Tlir*  rniny  scawn  Imd  now  fairly  s^  t  ia,  and  tlv  >i«  kn  nml 
mortality  nmonpf  nil  cln««^»<,  esp**riaHy  EunijvOiiti^.  wa^  truly 
f1ii?tr*»'?«^iTi:r.  "infl  fnllv  iu'^tifitnl  tli;^  niHinnholy  nr<'x;ui:!>^  lAliirh 
wc  had  hoard  of  tlie  tinhcallhy  character  of  the  climate  before 
we  canie  to  the  country. 

TluTc  is  nn  old  ndaj»c  which  say?,  '*  Misforhmci  «<»Mom  come 
•ingle-handed."  So  wc.  found  it  in  Wc«tem  Africa  nt  the  |  rriod 
above  mentioned.  While  vet  confined  to  the  chamber  of  affiie* 
tion,  we  lei^ived  the  painful  intellige&oe  that  a  Mandingo  war 
Iiad  broken  out  on  tbe  venr  borders  of  onr  settlement.   As  tliis 

» 

painful  event  materially  affected  the  tnteieats  of  onr  MisstoDf  a 
«w  pnrticulars  retpeetinsr  it  may  with  propriety  now  be  ftivcn. 

For  some  time  past,  tbe  natives  of  tbe  b'ni^lnm  of  Barra,  on 
tbe  northern  bsnk  of  the  Gtimhia,  op^m^it**  St.  Mary**,  had 

manifested  a  restlessncs«;  xvhich  r'v  itcd  siv.v  nppndu  nsions  in 
the  minds  of  the  e^iloni'^ts,  tliat  tln  v  wore  jirrpnrinj;  for  an  out- 
brenV.  These  f;u«pieion»  appeared  nfierwards  to  have  hren 
Wf  II  Tmnded  :  for  they  had  fortitii  d  thf  town  of  "^'fi«*on,  hv 
snrroumlin?  .it' wrt^  n  «itronp:  dotjldr  *tocknd<*.  nnd  by  rv^Viti':: 
other  warlike  prr^pnTition*.  On  ^Tnnday,  tin*  2'2nd  of  Aupi*t. 
n^-,.,*  f\'T}i%  o'clock  nt  ni?ht»  two  Mandin  vio^;  came  down  to 
Fort  Hnllon,  a  i»mall  British  fort  on  Barra  Point,  diM'tly  oppo- 
site Bat  hurst,  nerosn  the  rivrr,  aliout  three  miles  <li<tnnt.  nnd 
manifested  a  di^^posKion  to  qmurrel  witb  tbe  few  EngUsb  setUm 
tbat  resided  there.  They  were  arrayed  in  their  war  divsaet, 
and  armed  with  mnskets  and  catlnaea*  They  entered  the 
canteen  at  the  fort,  and  demanded  mm ;  bnt  it  was  refofedft 
becanse  it  was  past  tbe  boor  of  aervinf .  One  of  the  men  fired 
bis  musket  at  tbe  spirit-vcndor ;  after  which  they  both  disap* 
peared,  mnnin^  off  in  tbe  direction  of  tbe  native  town  from 
which  they  cnrae. 

The  ofFrrr  i:i  eh.^r2'^  of  the  fort,  belirviuii  ll..-.!  there  was 
tome  w  I  Vrc!  d<'»'::n  in  all  lli-,  auil  that  tlie  nittv'^-  "  tTt*  phru 

ning  mischief,  immediately  &red  an  aiam*gun.   Thu  wa^  di*- 
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-tinctly  heard  in  St.  Mary's,  and  the  Governor  dispatchf  (J  mi 
officer  with  a  parly  ot'  soldiers  forthwith,  to  protect  Fort  l^ullun. 
These  were  accoinpanied  by  a  nnmber  of  scamcD,  Captains  of 
Tcssels,  and  otlier  persons,  who  volunteered  their  services  on  the 
oc<'asion.    On  arriving;  at  Barra  Point,  and  liearing  of  the  out- 
rage which  had  been  committed  by  the  two  Mandingoes,  they 
marched  up  at  once  to  Yassou,  the  residence  of  the  King,  ai|d 
incautiously  commenoed  tiring  upon  the  town,  although  tliey 
saw  that  it  was  in  a  position  of  complete  defence.   They  had 
no  sooner  done  this,  than  the  natives  poufed  out  upon  them 
iike  a  hive  of  bees,  being  evidently  piepared  for  the  attack. 
The  few  English  found  it  neoessaiy  to  retire  to  thi  fort,  having 
.already  lost  some  of  their  number.  They  were  hotly  pursued 
by  the  Mandingoes ;  and  so  unequal  was  the  struggle,  that  the 
fort  was  ultimately  abandoned,  and  the  whole  of  the  colonists 
made  for  the  boats.   Those  who  succeeded  iu  reaching  them 
put  off  from  the  shore,  and  made  their  escape;  but  several 
failed,  and  were  massaereil  on  the  beach  by  the  natives,  who 
pursued  them  in  overpowering  numbers  into  the  deep  waters. 

All  this  occurred  durini;  the  night  i  and  the  news  which 
reached  St.  Clary's  the  next  morning,  produced  the  i^reatt  st 
consternation  and  dismay.  Wives  were  heard  wteping  and 
Jnmentiug  the  loss  of  their  husbands ;  and  parents  were 
.anxiously  inquiring  for  those  of  their  children  who  were  miss* 
ing;  presenting  altogether  such  a  scene  of  misery  as  I  hope 
never  again  to  witness.  Among  those  who  fell  in  this  contest, 
was  the  Captain  of  an  English  vessel  just  arrived  from  Liver- 
pool, whom  the  natives  had  mistaken  for  the  Governor.  On 
finding  his  body  afterwards  among  the  slain,  they  cut  off  his 
head,  and  erected  it  upon  a  pole  as  a  monument  of  their  cruel 
mtoiy. 

Kot  to  detain  the  reader  longer  than  necessary  on  a  subject 

-of  such  painful  interest,  I  may  briefly  remark,  that  the  war  which 

"Was  thus  commenced  continued  nearly  live  months;  during 
'"which  we  were  kept  in  a  state  uf  constant  anxiety,  arising  from 
the  apprehension  that  the  enemy  might  at  any  time  take 
;possession  of  the  island,  when  our  doom  would  be  sealed.  The 
circumstances  of  this  war  were  rendered  more  alarming  by  its 
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pioximi^  to  th«  tetUement ;  tlw  seene  of  action  bfing  only  just 
acfott  tbe  river,  and  willim  thrse  miles  of  the  Iftastoo^Housr. 
Night  after  night  we  stood  on  the  ptatsa  in  front  of  oar 
lesidenoe,  and  beheld  the  flames  ascending  fipom  the  buildings 
oonneeted  with  Port  Bnlkm,  on  Barra  Point*  the  whole  of  which 
were  destroyed  by  fire  when  taken  by  the  enemy.  Then 
follovv(  tl  the  noise  and  commotion  occasioned  by  a  pn'pnrntion 
on  the  jiait  of  the  En'riish  fur  the  ilLfcucc  of  the  ro'.ot.v.  .uul 
for  makin?  an  attack  \i\ion  the  <  ii("in\%  so  soon  as  a  t^ivoui  ilur 
opportunity  slioulil  olFer.  All  who  could  rarrv  aikus  ucre 
drilled,  aiul  eiiiMlU'd  it:  ;i  n.ilitin  force ;  a  stiuni;  st(1^kn^^'^  was 
erected  across  the  island  near  to  Bnthurst ;  and  a  new  lori  was 
built  in  a  commanding  situation  just  behind  the  Missioii-llnusc. 
Sentinels  were  nUo  appoiutc<l  to  keep  a  strict  look-out,  and  to 
walk  the  stneis  duriog  t!  '^i^ht,  that  they  mi<;ht  ^ivt*  an 
alarm,  in  case  the  enemy  should  attempt  to  land  on  the  island* 
Mrs.  Moister  and  her  school  girls  were  busily  employed  in  making 
land  bags,  for  the  erection  of  moreable  batteries ;  and,  indeedt 
the  services  of  every  person  who  could  render  any  assistance 
were  required  in  the  common  defenee  of  the  settlement.  Even 
the  native  women  and  children  carried  stones  for  the  ereotion  of 
the  new  fort,  sinp:in!;,  and  clappins^  their  hands,  as  they  walked 
along  with  their  load^  upon  their  heads,  in  a  manner  which 
showed  their  cathu^iustic  und  loyal  utlachioent  to  the  BrUi»k 
GovirM,:K'nt. 

l  lusc*  wjirlikc  preparations  r,-  iii^t  only  unplc?i*^nTit  to  our 
feeling!*,  Unt  thry  ip-eatly  f  n«tnirti  y\  the  v%oi  k  >r  the  .Mi*-.un.  Oat 
native  teae'.jf  rs  m?\t  lactiilMiri  were  neurU  all  eni^ijjed  in  the 
drill,  or  on  the  public  works,  whilst  the  schools  wi-n?  irniniliirly 
attended,  and  the  congregatkMts  very  smaU.  Amidst  the  ;.!v>om 
and  confusion  which  pnpvailnl  nronnd  u».  we  were  net  left 
entirdy  withont  consolMlion.  There  wen*  Mill  remaining  on  the 
siatian  a  few  pious  devoted  natirea,  chieiy  females*  who  astem* 
Ued  with  as  from  time  to  time  in  the  sanetnary,  where  we 
ofeed  fervent  and  ineesiant  pmym  to  Alm%hty  God,  that  Ha 
would  **  give  us  help  from  trouble ; "  and»  by  His  orerruUiif 
Ttovidenoe,  cause  our  present  difllcnltiea  to  isson  in  the 
fnrthmnce  of  the  GoepeL 
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In  the  month  of  Novraiber,  a  Fraich  man-of-war  came  to  oox 
tissistance;  and  en  attempt  jwas  made  to  land  a  company  of 
«oldiers  on  Barra  Point,  with  a  view  to  re-take  the  fort ;  bot 

the  enemy  were  foimd  so  strongl)'  intrtuched,  and  so  well 
defended,  that  this  object  could  not  be  accomplished  withouL  a 
stronger  force.  Adiluioaal  aid  was  therefore  cilltd  m  hum 
yenegal,  Sierra  Leone,  and  other  parts  of  the  coast  j  and  on  the 
10th  of  December,  when  the  season  had  become  more  favour- 
able for  military  operations,  a  movement  was  made  for  a  grand 
attack  upon  the  enemy.  In  the  aflemoon,  twenty  vessels  of 
various  kinds,  including  two  or  three  regular  mcu-of-war, 
weighed  anchor,  and  sailed  acroas  the  river,  having  on  board  a 
fonse  of  about  five  hnndied  men.  During  the  night,  ahells  were 
oocaaionally  thrown  from  the  ahips  into  the  Mandingo  intrench- 
ments ;  and  aa  the  acene  of  action  waa  ao  near  our  reaidenos,  we 
could  diatinctly  see  the  flashes  of  light  that  attended  the 
discharge  of  the  mortaia.  We  took  bnt  little  rest ;  and  spent 
the  night  in  altematdy  watching  the  proceedings  of  the  hoatile 
parties,  and  in  earnest  eupplications  to  God  that  these  dis- 
abtious  events  miglit  »p*_eiiily  be  terminated,  and  be  ultimately 
overruled  for  the  gi*eater  extension  of  His  kingdom.  iVL  day- 
break ou  tlie  morning  of  the  11th,  t!ie  soldiers,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Berwick,  eflFected  a  landing,  being  pro- 
tected by  a  heavy  fire  from  TI.M.S.  "Plumper,"  after  a  severe 
contest  with  the  natives,  in  which  considerable  loss  was  sus- 
tained on  both  sides,  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  roaring  of 
cannon*  and  the  firing  of  musketry,  continued  during  the  day ; 
■and  we,  who  remained  on  the  island,  felt  anxious  to  know  the 
mnlt.  Towards  evening  a  messenger  arrived,  bringing  the 
inteUigenoe  that  the  Handiogoea  had  been  completely  louted, 
•and  driven  into  the  wooda;  and  as  the  smoke  cleared  away  we 
beheld  with  delight  the  Britiah  flag  once  more  waving  over 
Bam  Point  There  was  ^  general  manifeatation  of  joy  through- 
out the  settlement,  aa  a  speedy  termination  of  hostilities  might 
now  be  fairly  anticipated.  This  feeling  of  joy  soon  subsided, 
however,  and,  in  some  instances  gave  place  to  sorrow  and 
anguish,  as  boat  after  boat  came  across  the  river,  fiUed  u  iili  the 
4lcad  and  the  wounded.    Then  were  heard  ugum  the  mouriiiug 
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and  Inmentnii  of  wives,  mothers,  and  sisters,  for  those  who 
liad  fallen  in  the  battle. 

Being  the  only  Chnsiian  Minister  in  the  country,  and  havinjr 
been  previously  appointed  by  the  Gorenior  to  tlie  ojlicc  of 
acting  Colonial  ChapUdn,  in  the  absence  of  the  Clergyman 
filling  that  office,  1  was  noir  employed  from  moniing  till  night 
in  Tisiting  the  sick  aod  wounded  in  the  hospital,  and  in  burying 
the  dead.  In  perfonning  these  duties,  I  was  favoured  with 
some  pleasing  indications  that  my  labour  was  not  in  vain. 
Hanja  poor  dying  fellow-conntiyman,  as  well  as  native  Africans, 
was  I  enabled  to  point  to  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away 
the  sins  of  the  world.  Among  these  was  Lieutenant  Leigh,  an 
intelligent  young  officer,  who  had  received  a  mortal  wound  in 
Lis  head  from  a  musket  ball.  During  his  confinement  in  the 
house  of  the  colonial  smgcon,  after  he  was  brought  over  from 
the  scene  of  conflict,  I  visited  him  frc(|uently,  and  I  was 
thankful  to  find  lum  in  a  humble,  penitent  state  of  mind, 
earnestly  dcsirmg  reliirions  counsel.  His  sufferings  soon 
tenninated  in  death;  and  he  was  called  awny,  nn-ekly  trusting 
in  the  great  atonement.  Almost  his  last  words  were,  "  O,  tell 
my  mother  that  I  had  a  Minister  to  pray  with  me  in  my  dying 
moments.'*  On  the  following  Sabbath,  I  endeavoured  to 
console  and  encourage  the  few  people  wlio  remained  in  the 
settlement,  by  preaching  from  Fsalm  Ivii.  1 :  "In  the  shadow^ 
of  Thy  wings  will  I  make  my  refuge,  until  these  calamities  b& 
overpast." 

Although  the  Kandingoes  were  dispersed,  and  driven  from 
their  intrenchments  on  the  Point,  they  were  not  entirely 

vanquished,  as  at  first  supposed.    It  was  soon  found  that  they 

hutl  only  retired  to  Yassou,  the  capital  of  their  country,  which 
was  strongly  fortified.  On  Thursday,  the  17th,  the  British 
ti  tops,  having  fortified  their  eucauiiunent  on  the  Point,  moved 
forward,  and  made  an  attack  upon  Yassou,  ho]iin(;  to  reduce 
the  enemy  to  entire  submission.  Jn  consequenee  of  various 
untoward  circumstances,  as  the  want  of  a  sufhcient  supply  of 
ammunition,  and  the  breaking  down  of  gun-carriages,  thi» 
attempt  proved  an  entire  failure.  Not  only  were  the  natives 
mUy  superior  to  the  colonists  in  numbers,  but  their  mode  o& 
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warftre  was  pecnliar  and  irregular ;  eonsUting  in  ambuscades, 

firing  from  behind  the  trees,  and  then  scampering  off,  and 
other  stratagems  peculiar  to  savage  warl'arc ;  so  that  the 
English,  finding  themselves  engaged  in  an  une(|ual  struggle, 
were  o!)Ugcd  to  return  to  their  encampment,  with  a  loss  oi" 
eleven  killed,  and  My -nine  wounded,  several  of  whom  died 
shortly  afterwards. 

While  the  English  were  preparing  fur  a  more  vigorous 
attack  upoa  Yassou,  the  Mandingoea  came  with  a  flag  oi*  truce, 
and  requested  that  the  war  might  cease.  In  view  of  our 
feeble  state  as  a  oobny,  surrounded  by  a  dense  population 
of  warlike  savages,  the  authorities  were  but  too  glad  to 
comply  with  the  request,  if  it  oould  be  done  on  honourable 
tenns.  Conditions  of  peace  were  therefore  proposed  and 
agreed  to  by  both  parties;  and  on  Thursday,  the  5th  of 
January,  1832,  Governor  Eendal  invited  me  to  accompany 
him  and  his  suite,  to  be  present  at  the  signing  and  ratifica* 
tion  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  at  Barra  Point.  The  forms  belong- 
ing to  our  school-room  were  carried  over  in  boats,  and  placed 
in  order  under  the  '*  palaver  tree,'*  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  beads  of  departuK  iiLs  ;  and  after  \vc  liad  waited  for  some 
time,  King  Brunia  made  hia  appearanec,  attended  by  his 
councillors,  and  a!)  uit  two  thousand  of  liis  warriors,  ihey 
were  all  armed  and  arrayed  in  their  war  dresses;  and,  as  we 
walked  along  the  ranks,  they  were  anxious  to  shake  hands  with 
ns.  The  native  soldiers  seated  themselves  on  the  ground,  in 
a  large  circle,  of  three  or  four  deep ;  while  the  King  and  his 
councillors,  and  the  Governor  and  his  officers,  took  their  places 
on  the  forms  under  the  tree.  It  was  an  imposing  sight,  never 
to  be  forgotten.  After  a  few  words  of  explanation,  and  a 
solemn  admonition  as  to  their  future  conduct,  the  treaty,  which 
bad  been  previously  prepared,  was  read,  signed,  sealed,  and 
delivered.  This  treaty  secured  among  other  things  the  cession 
to  the  English  of  a  track  of  land  along  the  northern  bank  of 
the  river,  as  well  as  the  giving  np  of  a  brass  cannon,  which  it 
was  bfiieved  the  luitives  had  obtaiin.U  irom  a  I'rench  .settkuicnt. 
At  the  eiuse  of  the  ceremony  tlie  firing  of  guns  and  the  loud 
acclomatious  of  the  people  were  expressive  oi  the  joy  which 


Digitized  by  Google 


168 


FAST  I.— WSmSN  JMlCh. 


unirenally  prevailed  on  the  occasion.  T  returned  home  in  tht 
mmng  tr  iiy  thankful  for  the  tv-nnij»tum  of  this  ili$!rv^^itig 
wir,  winch  had  caused  tha  Iota  of  ao  nanj  livaa,  and  been 
iuch  a  wriooa  impediment  to  oar  miiekmarf  lalMmra.  Uia 
ExeetlencY  the  Gomnor  moii  ifterwaida  appointed  a  day 
of  public  thnnkigimft*  vhieb  was  well  obaenred  hy  all  daaaaa 
of  the  oommunitv.  I  ptetcbed  to  a  large  congregation,  from 
Pialm  xcvii.  1 :  *'  Tfee  Lord  reigneth ;  let  the  evth  rejoice : 
let  the  mnlUtude  of  the  ielea  be  glad  theteof.*' 

Pence  WHS  no  sooner  restored  in  the  countr>'  thnn  our  Mission 
and  school  at  St.  Man**.'*  asstimrd  ihcir  us\i;»l  pleasin!!'  a-]u  ct  ; 
and  M\-  v,(  :r  .1  .a;!i  :  i\(iiirt  (l  wuh  prosptriiy  lu  evcrv  depart- 
ment of  njir  y..iv'»,.  Access  also  hAiv*  once  uiorc  ulfordcd  to 
the  iuu  iior,  1  becran  to  prep,  ri  lar  mv  itttended  \isit  to 
Macnrtiiy's  UV.vm],  wUick  bad  bccu  bitbcrto  ddu^tsd  coiindjr  on 
account  of  the  wnr. 

Having  made  the  neocatarjr  arrangementt  for  cnrr^ing  on 
the  work  at  St.  Clary's  in  my  nhaenoe,  and  obtained  the 
snnction  o(  his  KxccUeucy  the  Uofenwr,  on  Tbturada/,  the 
8th  o(  Miirch,  1852, 1  eomroeneed  iny  second  voyairo  up  the 
Gambia.  On  thia  oceaaion  I  took  with  me  John  Cnpidon* 
one  of  the  Native  Aiaiatant  Vimionarign,  and  a  mpplj  of  booka» 
and  arhool  reqnititea,  with  a  tiew  to  the  commeooemcnt  oC 
n  Bliasioo  at  Mafaithj*i  laland.  I  alao  took,  en  attendant 
and  interpreter,  my  fiiTonrite  little  black  boy.  Petty,  who  had 
been  living  with  us  for  tone  time,  and  attending  the  MiaiioB 
•ebool.  1  hou;;h  not  more  thnn  ten  or  eleven  yrars  of  age, 
this  little  frllow  \v:i^  rmuirkablv  clever  aud  inteili;;t*tit.  lie 
could  n  ail  his  Bible  wiili  li^uey,  write  a  good  hand,  i  ud  speak 
thm-  or  four  dilicrent  lan<;uoges.  lie  wan  very  UM-ful  in 
prt  p.irinr  my  food,  a*  well  m  in  attending  to  otiicr  lilil.  matlers 
d^irin;;  our  iravrls  ;  and  he  scarcely  ever  failed  to  niterprei 
aceunitelv,  when  1  trished  to  hold  a  conversation  \vith  the 
mitivt><i.  Hr  WiM,  UMreovtr,  a  pleasing  in$t«inrf  of  tarl\  piety; 
and  by  hi»  ami.ilulity  and  gencnl  good  conduct  be  cndcaced 
biaaeUrto  n<l  who  knen-  l.im. 

We  wiled  in  Mr.  iirant'a  new  entter,  the  Higbbnder;" 
and  were  aectMnpanied  by  two  or  tbfoa  nmdmnta^  who  wm 
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on  their  way  to  the  upper  river,  to  make  arrnngements  with 

the  native  Chiefs,  for  the  opcuii;;^-  \ip  of  v.vw  channels  of 
-commerce.  The  weather  was  delightfully  hue,  the  coatjjany 
was  agreeable,  and  we  commenced  our  journey  animated  with 
plea?ini^  prospects  of  success  iu  our  respective  projects.  For 
the  iiist  duy  or  two  the  wind  was  oontraiy^  and  we  made  but 
little  progress. 

While  tiavelling  iu  Western  Africa*  we  met  with  numerous 
inftUinoes  of  the  ^[liriiual  darkness  and  moral  degradation  of 
the  native  tribes,  both  Mohammedan  and  Pagan ;  and  the 
experience  of  every  day  demonstrates  the  fact,  that  the  people 
ore  "  sitting  in  darkness,  and  in  the  shadow  of  death/'  Among 
other  fearful  proofs  of  the  depths  of  ignorance  to  which  the 
natives  are  sunk,  we  met  with  freqnent  Instances  of  deoil* 
mfbrahip.  On  proceeding  up  the  Gambm,  about  two  days'  sail 
from  St.  Mary's,  there  is  a  place  called  Devil's  Poiot,  which 
we  reached  on  Friday  evening ;  on  passing  which,  the  native 
Captains  of  vessels  almost  invariably  present  an  offering  to  his 
tSataiiie  uiajesty.  The  ofFcriug  consists  of  a  small  portion  of 
every  eatable  .iiticle  in  the  ship's  cargo.  They  have  a  strange 
superstitious  nation  that  the  prince  of  darkucs^i  has  his  special 
residence  uritler  tliis  point  of  land;  and  that  he  stretches  out 
his  loii;^  arms  iieucath  the  waters  to  receive  the  oti'eriugs  of  his 
worshippers.  Being  thus  kindly  propitiated,  they  imagine  that 
the  devil  will  do  thein  no  harm  during  the  whole  of  t)ie 
voyngc  up  and  down  the  river.  When  will  this  deluded  people 
learn  to  trust  in  the  true  and  loving  God  ? 

In  the  course  of  this  journey  I  had  an  opportunity  of  calling 
at  many  pUces  on  the  banks  of  the  Gambia,  which  I  did  not 
visit  on  my  first  voyage  up  the  river.  One  of  these  was  Jarma* 
licuuda,  where  we  went  on  shore,  on  the  morning  of  Saturday, 
the  10th.  This  place  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  open  part  of  the 
oountry,  on  the  northern  bank  of  the  river;  and  the  ground  in 
the  neighbonrhood  of  the  town  was  cleared  and  cultivated  to  a 
greater  extent  than  usual.  Here  we  visited  the  ruins  of  a  large 
mercantile  cslal)li^huicut,  erected  liiauy  years  ago;  but,  as  it 
did  not  answer  tltc  expectations  of  the  proprietor,  it  was  allowed 
to  go  to  decay.  At  this  vUiage  I  was  introduced  to  two  coloured 
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femnlcs  of  ioperior  inteUigenoe  ia  Kgard  to  the  thini:s  of  this 
worid ;  but,  on  speakiiig  to  tbem  on  the  tul^ject  of  reii^on,  I 
WM  Mtiy  to  find  them  m  dark  aod  ignoraat  as  tbe  skres  hj 
whom  Uicy  were  lorrounded.  Though  rigid  Mohammedans, 
they  netertheless  listened  attentirely  to  my  lemariu  on  the 
superior  claims  of  the  Oos{>el  i  and  the  mult  of  our  contersa- 
tion  must  be  kfl  to  Ilim  without  whose  blessing  all  our  labours 
are  in  Yain. 

On  the  foUowinsr  cJny,  which  wns  the  Siibbath,  we  came  to 
anchor  rarly,  tlu.l  arraugciuciits  might  be  made  for  public  wor- 
ship. Tlie  wilors  put  up  nu  uvvning:,  to  screen  us  from  the 
scorch i n ir  r  f  ^uii  ;  and  I  read  prayers,  and  preachtu  UiU 
ftmall  lait  ;ilt;;;t!\r  i  iiii_'r<-_Mtion.  The  solemiiilv  of  this  reli- 
pious  service  wan  enhanced  by  tlu  ii  (  iHpctiou  of  the  fact,  that, 
whiUt  ue  were  thus  engaged  in  the  wonbip  of  the  true  and 
living  God,  the  surmundinic  co»!ntry  was  involved  in  t!.f"  gross- 
est hentthenisiM  !  i  is  was  indeed  a  day  of  spiritual  biosing, 
nlthough  our  humble  offering  was  presented  to  the  Lord  in  a 
locality  so  far  from  the  abodes  of  etvdiaed  men. 

On  Monday  momin<r.  the  12ih,  before  daylight,  we  manned 
a  canoe,  and  a  psrty  of  us  set  out  for  Doma-sang-sang,  learing 
the  cutter  to  pursue  hrr  course.  At  this  place,  Mr,  Biley,  one 
of  our  pirty,  bad  a  mercanCtle  cttablishmcnt.  On  passing 
Elephant  Island  by  the  northern  channel,  we  met  a  natire 
canoe,  with  six  men.  and  wen*  much  amused  with  their  novel 
motic  of  ^a.liiij;.  ihey  were  flontinif  down  the  rivrr  wilij  the 
ebb-tide  and  a  inoderiilc  bjitxc  iu  llair  Uvour  ;  ant!  to  «r*vle- 
rate  tlieir  pn»i;n>s,  ihty  had  struck  a  !nrs:e  branch  of  n  tnr  in 
tht'  c*'?i!r**  of  tlir  cauije,  on  t^ln.  h  the  %%ind  artcd  iis  a  sail  ;  and 
they  were  glitlin«;  alon^  at  a  rapid  rate,  without  troublinj^  them- 
selves with  the  pi'  I  Hr^.  >Ve  soon  left  the  main  i>rancli  of  the 
Gambia,  anti  n^centied  a  long  narrow  creek  on  thi*  southern  side 
of  the  rim.  We  had  a  fine  prospect  on  either  hand,  the  couutir 
bein«;  more  <^n  than  usual ;  and  \ie  tawlarp,'  tlocks  of  ^^uinea* 
fowls  and  crown-biids  fl)ing  about  in  every  direction.  Altoot 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  reached  l)Qma-aang«ing,  a 
amall  village  nearly  at  the  top  of  the  cveeh.  Here  we  met  with 
Mrs.  Biky  and  her  little  daughter,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
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Biley  ;  and  wc  were  treated  with  great  kindness  and  hospitality. 
"Wlit'Hu  chad  partaken  of  a  substantial  dinner,  tlienativcs  presL'uted 
us  with  a  large  calabash  of  new  milk,  which  was  truly  accept- 
iible,  the  day  being  hot  and  sultry.  Behind  the  village  there  is 
a  curious  conical-shaped  hiU>  from  the  top  of  which  an  extensive 
and  delightful  prospect  presents  itself  to  the  view  *  In  the 
eveoing  we  witnessed  a  specimeu  of  the  native  music  and  danc- 
ing, which  was  nide  and  barbarous  in  the  extreme.  The  Negroes 
went  througli  tbe  most  strange  and  eocentric  evolutions,  and 
they  danced  till  they  were  quite  exhausted,  and  then  fell  back 
into  the  arms  of  their  friends,  and  made  way  for  others,  by 
whom  they  were  immediately  succeeded.  The  mnaie  was 
nothing  more  than  a  rude  drum,  called  the  Um-iomt  n  kind  of 
tamboiurine,  and  a  triangle.  At  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  when 
the  tide  served,  wv  entered  the  canoe,  and  paddled  down  the 
creek,  it  was  a  beautiful  moonlight  night ;  and  before  day- 
break in  the  morning  we  joined  the  cutter,  which  we  found  at 
imelior  m  the  river,  awaiting  our  retuiu,  according  to  previous 
orranirenietit. 

On  Tuesday,  the  13tb,  the  weather  was  excessively  hot ;  and 

while  tlio  vessel  was  in  motion,  we  luid  no  means  of  screening 

ourselves  from  the  piercing  rays  of  the  sun.    In  the  afternoon 

we  came  to  anchor  at  Cower,  where  the  vessel  had  to  discharge 

a  part  of  her  cargo.   As  the  native  traders  were  ready  to  take 

charge  of  it,  this  was  soon  done ;  and  we  proceeded  on  our 

voyage  with  the  next  flowing  tide. 

*  Whea  Isbonring  in  the  ialand  of  Graiaihi,  in  the  West  ladies,  msoj 
years  aitfrwsrds,  I  was  soqouiited  with  a  poor  old  bliad  woman,  named 
Cmnb^  who  in  early  life  hid  been  bronght  as  a  elave  firom  the  Gambia.  , 

After  she  had  heard  that  I  had  hcco  in  Africa,  she  was  always  anxioos  to 
talk  with  me  about  her  couiitr)' ;  and  when  I  mentiuDed  Doma-song-.saiii:, 
which  it  rtppeared  was  her  native  place,  and  described  the  couical  hill  behind 
the  viilage,  from  tin*  ton  of  wliich  aa  extensive  view  is  obtained  of  the  5sur- 
ronndin'^  coiintrr,  she  clapped  her  hands  in  jojous  transport,  ami  cxclaiiiied, 
"  Cnnl  Idos  you,  my  diar  Massa  Miuistcr!  Now  nu-  kimw  you  I)i  t  ii  to  me 
country  iur  true,  or  cUc  yuu  cannot  toil  ail  about  it  ao. '  bhc  was  a  truly 
pious  person,  and  it  delighted  her  beyond  measure  to  hear  that  the  Gospel 
of  Christ,  whieh  had  made  her  so  happy,  wu  taking  root  in  her  dark  bo- 
aighted  native  laad  i  and  she  was  inccieant  in  her  inqnuries  ss  to  how  tbe 
good  work  was  piegreenng  in  Africa. 
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The  wind  wns  coatmry  all  dny  on  Wediiesd«j«  the  litii,  and 
we  made  but  little  progress.  In  the  afternoon  wc  caught  a 
Cttrioiu  green  snakf^  in  tlic  river,  about  itro  feet  long,  whidt  I 
preaenred  in  a  bottle  of  apirita.  We  alto  met  with  lai^  dbid* 
bera  of  hippopotami,  or  rivcf-lioiaea,  Theae  hngo  aaimab  aiw 
Teiy  numeroua  in  the  Gambia.  They  rank  next  in  aiie  to  tho 
elephant,  which  they  much  leaemble  in  their  form ;  but  thej 
are  runphibioua^  genemlly  spending  the  night  on  ahore,  and  the 
day  in  the  water.  Earl)  in  the  morning,  as  they  retom  from 
their  noetamal  depredationa,  they  may  be  heard  aphohing  into 
the  river  from  the  banks,  on  either  hand ;  and  at  short  intcrrak 
diirins:  the  (lav  thrv  come  to  the  '•urfarc  oi  t:;o  water  to  blow 
like  liiii  uhalc  The  noise  whu'h  Airy  iiuikc  at  auch  UUK'a  is 
frequently  nioat  awfui,  rm  iiil)l)t.:;  the  sound  of  distant  thunder. 
Thev  arc  rather  dan?en>us  Dii«ihbour8  to  \ho-r  wuu  -.ill  in 
canoes  or  small  bo«itJi ;  and  I  have  known  a  liippopotamu$  to 
strike*  its  large  tusks  through  the  bottom  of  a  small  ve^i&ci,  and 
thereby  endanger  tlie  crew  and  tho  cargo.  The  tusks  arD  aaid 
to  he  roore  valuable  than  thoae  of  the  elephant,  being  of  • 
harder  texture,  and  n^^eil  as  a  aoperior  kind  of  ivoiy. 

On  the  morning  of  Thuraday,  the  15th,  we  paaaed  Caaanng^ 
and  one  of  the  nativea  came  off  to  beg  as  uanaL  Onripg  the 
day  we  made  but  little  progreaa,  the  wind  being  Teiy  light,  and 
tbe  Howiog  tide  not  very  strong  at  that  aeaaoii  of  the  year  in 
this  pert  of  the  rirer.  Although  the  water  of  the  liTcr  at  tUe 
distance  from  the  aea  ia  influenced  by  tbe  tide,  it  ia  nerertheleaa 
<[uitc  fresh  and  ft  to  drink,  as  the  salt  watrr,  while  it  foreaa  the 
fret h  water  up  the  river  on  the  flowing  of  the  tide,  does  not  mix 
milh  il  to  any  considiTalilc  Ui>Uure. 

K.uly  on  the  Uiu:;ung  of  Tridny,  thr  ir.ili,  wc  came  in  sig'ai 
of  -MiKMrlhv'a  Island  :  and  about  niuo  o\k>ci:  a  m.  wc  anclian-d 
oil"  Cii  iirge  Town,  and  went  on  *horc  iuiin^^di.iii  ly.  Maiiy  of 
the  naltvi'9  nmembend  my  iormer  vi^il,  and  iluck&ii  around  vac 
with  ?iaiiing  faces  to  wik-ome  my  arrival.  They  had  hoard  of 
the  war  whit-h  prevented  my  coming  ul  an  earlier  period  ;  and 
weie  now  delighted  to  tind  that  I  had  brought  them  a  Teacher, 
and  made  inugements  for  the  establishmettt  of  a  |K't  aianeat 
Mission  among  them.   My  (liend,  Licuteumi  W.  Shaw,  haviqg 
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left  the  island,  I  took  possession  of  liis  hut,  wliich  waa  unoccu- 
pied, niifuinisbcd,  and  much  dilnpidated.  It  required  some 
contrivance  to  "  make  shift,"  under  these  circumstances,  duriii«^ 
my  brief  .sojourn.  An  old  window-shutter,  placed  horizoTitfdly 
on  the  top  of  an  empty  flour  barrel,  served  for  a  table,  on  ^M  ich 
I  placed  an  empty  bottle  as  a  candlestick  ;  while  a  kiud-henited 
rotive,  who  had  in  his  possession  a  "  white  man's  chair,"  clicrr- 
iully  lent  it  to  me  during  my  stay.  With  other  articles  of 
greater  importance  J  was  pretty  well  supplied;  as  I  always 
carried  with  me  a  stock  of  bread,  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  and  other 
necessary  items  for  furnishing  my  table  in  the  wilderness :  and 
being  accompamed  by  my  favoUrtte  Negro  boy,  to  prepare  my 
food,  and  aet  as  interpreter,  I  felt  that  I  was  more  hiii^hly 
favoured  than  many  other  Missionaries  who  had  been  engn<(ed 
in  a  simitar  pioneer  work.  But  when  uight  came,  I  was  some- 
what perplexed  as  to  how  1  should  ananLrc  for  the  sleeping^ 
department.  Tlic  inteiua  of  the  dilapidated  hut  looked  cold 
and  damp,  from  having  been  so  lon^  unirdiabited  ;  I  therefore 
re^'olved  to  sleep  outside,  under  an  open  shed  in  the  yard.  On 
lookinir  ronnd,  I  saw  an  old  gate,  which  I  took  from  its  hinges, 
propped  up  with  stones  to  keep  it  from  the  damp  ground, 
spread  my  mattress  upon  it,  and  slept  upon  it  very  comfortably. 
7t  is  true,  that  on  awakin;:^  the  first  night  I  saw,  by  the  light 
of  the  moon,  two  or  three  lar^c  liznrds  crawling  very  near  ice ; 
but  these  reptiles  are  quite  harmless.  1  soon  composed  myself 
to  Test  again,  and  slept  soundly  till  morning.  This  nide  con- 
trivance for  lodging  and  living  served  my  purpose  very  well 
during  my  stay  in  the  island. 

The  next  day,  I  visited  every  house  in  the  settlement,  and 
informed  the  people  of  the  arrangements  I  had  made  with 
reference  to  the  Mission  :  at  the  same  time  I  took  a  census  of 
the  population,  according  to  the  request  of  the  Governor,  on  my 
departure  from  St.  Mnr\''s.  The  inhabitants  of  (ieori^c  Town 
amounted  to  about  two  iiuudred,  professedly  Inilish  subjects; 
but  the  Mandingo  town,  at  a  short  distance,  to  which  I  could 
not  get  access  for  this  ]nirpose,  is  much  more  populous. 
•  On  Sunday  morning,  tlie  18th,  1  preached  to  a  hv^ic  v.ud 
attentive  congregation  from  Luke  ii.  10 :  "  liebold,  I  bring  you 
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good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  pf  ople."  And, 
in  the  mning.  Brother  Cupidon  preached  from  Matt.  iiL  % : 
"  Bepent  yc,  for  the  Vingdom  of  haiven  is  at  hand."  This  was 
a  most  deltghtfnl  Sabbath,— a  day  long  to  be  remembcml ;  and 
I  was  induced  to  hope  and  believe  that  the  word  preached  would 
be     "  !)read  cast  upon  thf  waters,  seen  after  many  days.'* 

I  an)>i('  early  next  uiornini,',  and  w.ilkrd  lound  the  sctlk'iucat 
uith  the  nctins:  Commandant,  a  black  man,  to  lo  k  m\\  for  a 
Miitalile  piece  ot  •ground  for  the  erection  pf  tcnipor.iry  Mi^-ion 
premises;  but  every  site  which  1  thought  eligible  uas  uirrndy 
taken  ap>  and  more  or  iess  occupied  with  native  hnt^.  ^Ve  met, 
howerer,  with  a  person  who  was  willing  to  th'spose  of  bis  lot  of 
land,  with  a  qnantitj  of  building  materials  already  prcpnred.  I 
therefore  made  a  porehase  of  the  whole,  and  immedialeJj  em- 
ployed workmen  to  erect  a  humble  sanctuaiy  and  other  temporary 
buUdiogs,  so  as  to  afford  accommodation  for  the  oo<^;wyatiop 
and  school,  with  apartments  for  the  Native  Teacher. 

Oor  next  undertaking  was  the  commencement  of  the  Misaioa 
school.  We  oollevted  a  number  of  tittle  blaek  chfldren,  and 
made  the  first  attempt  at  teaching  in  an  old  dilapidated  building 
Wonirinsr  to  the  government,  till  our  own  premises  were  com- 
pltUd.  We  foti!ul  i\u-  i  laldrtu  la  tUt;ir  aiiUvc  wildncss,  and 
mnni?i<:f  nhout  in  a  stale  of  complete  nudity  ;  but  wo  »ioon  fiir- 
mslicd  theai  uith  a  few  articles  of  wearing  ap[)arrl,  which  ha<l 
been  kindly  supplied  by  the  friends  cf  in  Kn^lnnd  : 

and  the  little  people  became  accustomed  to  tikC  ducipiixic  of  Ike 
school  much  more  readily  than  we  expected. 

Having  put  every  thing  in  train  connected  with  the  formation  of 
ih\*  new  station, and  being  anxions  to  letum  to  St.  Mark's  with 
aa  Httle  deby  as  possible,  where  seteral  matten  of  importJincT 
required  my  piesenoe,  I  took  my  departure  on  the  crcning  of 
Tnesdsy,  the  20th ;  kanng  John  Cupidon,  my  Kattsn  Asststant. 
in  ehaige  of  the  school  and  tnlant  BCtssion  at  Haeaithy's  Islands 
Poor  Cupidon  felt  acntdy  at  the  idea  of  bciug  left  alone;  but  after 
ire  had  ipent  a  short  time  in  eoBTcfaation  and  pnjtr,  we  wm 
obliged  to  {lart.  I  then  went  on  board  a  saudl  sknip  called  tho 
Eliui,"  I'tlua^iiu*  to  my  friend  IMr,  Brown  ;  and,  after  weigh- 
iug  aticlior,  we  mpiUiy  doceudeU  the  li^er,  havuig  a  fair  wind 
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«nd  a  strong  ebbing  tide.   The  nccommodations  on  board  tbis 

little  vessel  were  very  limited  ;  and,  every  foot  of  available  space 
below  bcinf?  filled  up  with  corn  and  other  carti;o,  I  was  obliged 
to  stretch  my  wi  ary  limbs  on  deck  without  any  shelter  from  the 
dew  of  the  night  or  the  heat  of  the  day ;  but  1  was  mercifully 
preserved  from  all  harm  and  dan*^er. 

On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  21st,  we  went  on  shore 
for  a  few  minutes  at  Dean's  Island ;  and  in  the  aftemooa  we 
landed  at  Cower.  T  was  sorry  to  find  at  the  place  last  men* 
tioned  that  there  had  been  some  disturbance  among  tbe  natives. 
It  is  in  this  neighbourhood  that  the  Mandingo  country  borders 
on  tbat  of  the  Jalloffs ;  and  the  two  tribes  inhabiting  tbe  dis- 
trict situated  between  tbe  Gambia  and  tbe  Senegal  are  frequently 
at  variance  with  eacb  other.  Several  of  the  Mandingoes  be* 
longing  to  Cower  bad  removed  tbeir  goods  from  tbe  town,  and 
were  assembled  on  tbe  bank  of  the  river,  ready  to  talce  tbeir 
departure  in  the  canoes  wbicb  they  had  prepared  for  the  purpose. 
We  had  no  time  to  inquire  into  the  precise  nature  of  their 
quarrel,  and  could  only  give  the:.i  a  little  frii  ndly  advice,  and 
f  xnns?  our  regret  that,  in  this  dark,  benighted  region,  the 
Gospel  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  is  unknown.  On  ieavifi'_r  Cower, 
•we  proceeded  down  the  river;  and,  in  the  afternoon,  i  met  with 
Captain  Chown,  in  his  own  vessel,  by  whom  1  received  letters 
and  a  supply  of  stores  from  my  dear  wife  in  6L  Mary's.  This 
was  the  only  opportunity  that  I  bad  of  hearing  from  borne 
during  the  whole  journey. 

I  was  jfchankful  tbat  we  bad  not  many  places  to  call  at  on 
descending  tbe  Gambia  on  this  occasion,  as  tbe  vessel  was 
exceedugly  small  and  uncomfortable ;  and  I  was,  moreover, 
anxious  to  get  borne,  where  I  knew  tbe  duties  of  my  Station 
required  my  presence.  During  the  whole  day  on  Thursday,  tbe 
22nd,  we  kept  our  little  craft  under  weigh,  and  glided  rapidly 
down  the  centn'.  of  tlic  stream  without  any  interruption.  The 
vessel  being  full  of  cargo,  our  Captain  had  no  inducement  to 
traffic  with  the  natives,  and  those  who  came  on  board  merely 
to  solicit  presents  were  soon  dismissed. 

On  Friday,  tlie  23rd,  we  went  on  shore  at  Teninbnr,  where 
we  saw  Mr.  A  ,  a  merchant  from  bt.  Mary's,  who  iofoimed 
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at  of  the  wieek  of  Kr.  J  't  bri;,  on  ber  voyage  hem  Si«n» 

Jjttmt.  The  hietoiy  of  the  two  imliTuliiiik  jnsi  mentioned  to 
very  Teinaricable>  and  etriidDii^y  iUastratiTo  of  the  Yiciaiitiii!ea 
'  to  which  the  natifee  are  enbjeet  in  this  oonntry,  where  ilimy 

has  so  long  prefailed.  Mr.  J  was  orifnimlly  a  poor  AfricaOt 

of  the  dass  CHllcd  ioniuAies.  When  young,  he  usc<l  to  vi«t  the 
towns  nntl  vili.'ii;t"?  on  ihc  banks  ot"  the  (i,uiii>i.i,  iii  the  i;i'i;rh- 
liuuihood  of  the  place  where  lie  lived,  for  {\\c  |iur|)Osr  of  pi.  \iTv;, 
sin'jini^,  aiui  tianciajc,  lor  the  amiisciiicut  oi'  the  p»*op!f.  Uii 
one  of  these  excursions,  he  was  caplurcti  bv  p.  riy  of  **  nu-a- 
stenlers,"  and  «nUI  as  n  slave.  Atti  i  passing;  ihroujih  tije  hands 
of  several  slave-nieichnnts,  he  was  ultimately  purrhn^pd  by  Mr, 

A  a  respectable  man  of  oolooTi  who  soon  afterwards  sold 

him  to  ihr  (  aptain  of  an  American  vessel  then  in  the  harbour, 
who  took  him  across  the  Atlantic.    On  Inr  ling  in  America^  it 

wns  toon  disooTered  that  J  ^  aUhough  a  shirr,  wss  possessed 

of  superior  mental  abilities,  and  he  was  oonseqnently  placed,  bj 
the  gentleman  who  porehased  him,  in  a  position  of  oonfidcnoe. 
By  liis  steady  and  npright  conduct  he  fnlly  established  himseif 
in  the  favour  of  his  now  master,  who  conferred  upon  him 
nnmerou^  ^  r.vilege^  not  genersUy  enjoyed  by  those  who  are  in 
s  state  of  bondage.  The  consequence  was  tbnt,  after  sevrnl 
vtufji  of  industry*  and  cart,  vuuuj  J  ■  ■  li.nl  ^ivcd  stilheient 
nioniy  to  j)ui chase  his  freedoiu.  o:>Ui:;.tU  h.s  hlK'rty^ 

the  cntirprisinji  African  wc/fkv<i  hi-*  pn««?4!jr  bnrk  to  ihr  (i.imbia ; 
n'!d,  with  the  ft  w  dollars  in  hts  |h>?  i'  a,  >vi  up  as  a  native 
trader  on  a  small  scale.  Prosperity  crownnl  his  (  ff'>rts.  He 
Mibsequcntly  purchased  a  {;ood  house.  funa.-bcd  it  prntt^lly, 
nd  UtciI  as  a  firsl-rste  gentleman,  lie  owned  serend  ve«<cls, 
and  cerried  on  an  atensiTc  trsde  in  the  river,  ss  well  with 
the  other  s<'ltl''uicnt*  on  the  coast,  and  even  with  liie  West 
Indite.  At  ilw  iime  1  knew  him,  Mr.  J   ■  ■  lived  within  a  few 

hundred  yards  of  3lr.  A  » the  veiy  person  who  once  sold 

lum  as  a  slavf;  and  whom  he  now  suipasscd  both  in  wealih  and 
nspeetabifity  as  a  merebant  of  the  colony.  The  childrai  of 
both  parties  attended  the  Mission  school ;  and  I  am  h.«ppy  to 
ssy  that  they  lived  on  terms  of  perfect  friendship  and  good* 
will,  ami  would  occaaiooolly  allude  tu  the  circumstjinces  here 
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nanated,  with  oomicienUe  hnmoorj  in  wM  parties,  where  I 
have  often  mefc  them. 

This  18  but  a  specimen  of  nnmerons  eases  which  might  be 
giren  of  a  similar  character,  and  reminds  me  of  another  afl'ecting; 
incidfiit  which  occurred  some  time  afterwards  at  Macanhy'a 
Island.  Two  liberated  African  boys,  Charles  and  Joseph,  who 
attended  the  Mission  school,  on  observing  a  man  come  to  tiie 
Mission -House  one  day  with  sometliiag  to  sell,  fell  upon  him, 
and  abused  him  loudly  in  their  native  languairr.  On  being 
reproved  for  theii*  apparently  strange  conduct,  Charles  ex- 
claimed, "  Sir,  dat  man  been  kill  my  moder,  and  sell  me  for 
slave  1"  On  farther  mquiry  it  was  found  that  the  man  whose 
appenrnnce  had  excited  the  indignation  of  these  African  youths 
was  indeed  the  very  person  who,  a  few  years  before,  had  set 
their  native  viUage  on  fire,  and  dragged  them  into  slavery ;  that 
he,  in  his  tnm,  had  afterwards  been  kidnapped,  and  sold  as  a 
ahive ;  and  that  both  parties,  having  been  liberated  from  the  slave* 
ahips  by  British  emisers,  were  now  located  on  the  Gbmbia,  and 
thus  brought  together,  in  the  order  of  Providence,  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  place  where  the  capture  ocairrcd. 

But,  to  return  to  the  narrative  of  our  voynge  down  the 
Gambia,  I  may  briefly  remark,  thai  ou  Saturday,  iho  2kii,  at 
an  early  hour  in  thi  momiug,  as  the  tide  turned,  we  came  to 
anchor  off  Dog  Island,  with  St.  ALiry's  in  sight,  though  at  a 
considerable  distance.  Being  anxious  to  reach  home  before  the 
Sabbath,  I  took  the  small  boat,  with  a  couple  of  men,  who  plied 
their  oars  with  energy ;  and  we  reached  Bathurst  in  the  after- 
noon. On  going  on  shore  I  was  thankful  to  find  that  during 
ny  absence  my  dear  wife  had  again  been  preserved  in  peace  and 
safety,  and  in  the  eigqyment  of  moderate  health;  although 
much  care,  labour,  and  responsibility  had  necessarily  devolved  « 
npon  her  in  the  interim,  in  oonnexion  with  the  Mission  schools 
and  other  exerdsea  on  the  Station.  I  was  gratified  also  to 
find  that  the  schools  and  religious  services  had  been  well 
attended,  and  that  by  means  of  the  united  efforts  of  the  Leaders 
and  Nniive  Teachers,  under  the  direction  of  my  dear  partner, 
cverviliiiii;  Loancctcd  with  the  good  work  m  wiuuk  wt;  were 
engaged  wore  v  pleasing  aspect. 

K 
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Oil  leUuningoiioe  move  to  tl»  abodes  of  civilized  men,  eveiy* 
tbing  appeared  quite  straoge  for  a  time.  Baring  the  whole  of  my 
jontney  I  bad  not  dept  one  nigbt  in  a  proper  bed,  or  in  a  booae 
of  any  kind»  being  oonetanUy  espoeed  to  tbe  open  air  by  nigbt 
and  by  day.  Tbe  oonlbrta  of  bomc^  eren  in  Afrka,  were  tbna 
mdeied  aweet  and  giateftd  by  tbe  pri?ationa  wbieb  I  bad 
andttied ;  and  wiib  a  tbankfnl  beart  for  all  tbe  nerciea  of  my 
God,  I  oontinned  to  proeeeate  toy  beloved  bibouKS  at  Batborsty 
uudcr  circumstances  of  much  encouragement. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that,  in  a  clmutte  like  thai  of 
Western  Africa,  and  placed  in  soiuewliat  peculiar  circumstances, 
being  tbe  only  Christian  Minister  in  the  country,  with  the  duties 
of  Colonial  Cliaplaiu  devolving;  upon  ine,  in  addition  to  those  of 
a  Missinnarv,  there  were  no  triais  and  uiJiicukii  s  to  be  encoun- 
tared.  Of  these  we  had  our  share ;  but,  although  I  had  no 
oolleag^e  with  whom  I  could  take  brotherly  counsel  in  times  of 
perplexity,  and  my  dear  wife  had  no  sisterly  aid  and  sympathy  in 
seasons  of  alBlictiont  abe  being  tbe  only  European  female  tben 
in  the  eonntiy,  we  found  in  eadiotbor,  and  in  our  God,  tbe 
oonaolation  and  opmfort  wbiob  we  required,  and  we  "went 
on  our  w  ay  rejoicing." 


CHAPTER  IX. 

THIBD  VOYAGE  LT  THE  GAilBIA. 

liRTCa  from  John  Cupidon — Third  Erabarlcntion  for  Macarthy's  T^Iand— 
Second  viiit  to  IWnkcrwoll — Sabbath — Wild  Beasts — Dillicnlt  Narigk 
tion — Yanemaroo — Alligators — Kyeye  lalaud — Native  Canoe  Song— 
Progriss  of  Macartby's  Mission — Jiaptismii  and  Maniageti — fietura — 
Sicl(uc66 — i'rovidential  IntcrjKisition — Br.  Lindo  and  his  Friends — 
Arrival  of  Missionaries — Erection  of  Buildings — Attempt  to  benefit 
the  i'ooks — Liberated  Africans — Death  of  Missionaries — Fuj-ther 
ProgrcM— FkeMat  State  of  tlie  MMirtliT'i  Miarion. 

Dmuvo  the  aeeond  year  of  our  misaionary  labours  in  Weatem 
Africa,  ae?eral  interesting  incidents  oceuned  at  St  Mary's,  iUua- 
tratiTe  of  the  profidenoe  and  gssoe  of  God*  the  character  of 
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4he  peq>Ie,  and  the  progress  of  the  Gospel;  but  these  I  shall 
pass  over  for  the  present^  and  proceed  to  give  a  hriel  aoeount  of 
my  third  voyage  up  the  Gambia,  and  the  xesnlts  of  our  neir 
Jlission  at  Macarthy's  Island,  the  commeneement  of  whidi.was 
narrated  in  the  last  chapter. 

The  lively  interest  manifested  by  our  native  converts  at 
Bnthurst  in  the  success  of  the  labours  uf  Jolin  Cupiduu,  the 
AbsiituuL  MibSiouar}',  was  truly  pleiibiii^,  and  they  felt  auxious 
to  receive  intelligence  Ironi  their  fellow  countryman  by  every 
vessel  which  arrived  from  Ma(rarthy*s  Island.  Our  hearts  were 
cht'cred  frotii  time  to  time  by  communications  of  a  favourable 
character,  in  reference  to  the  progress  of  the  work  of  God.  in 
a  letter  now  before  me,  brother  Cupidon  writes  as  follows 

"  Macaethy's  Island,  Jul^  IS^,  1832. 
"  BxY.  AJTD  DBAK  8iB, — As  to  my  feelings  and  progress 
iu  the  way  to  heaven,  I  do  bless  the  Lord  for  Ilia  goodness  in 
giving  me  lefteshing  seasons  to  my  heart.  I  know  that  my 
Bedeemer  liveth ;  and  have  eonfidenoe  towards  God,  that  throngb 
tlie  blood  of  Christ  my  sins  are  forgiven;  for  I  am  '  His 
workmanship,  created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works.'  May 
'God  of  His  infinite  mercy  maintain  His  cause  in  this  plaee ! 
Praise  be  to  Him  for  what  He  has  aheady  done !  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt  but  He  is  with  me,  Uibooring  in  this  part  of 
His  vineyard.  As  lie  said  lu  II  is  disciples  of  old,  so  He  says 
still.  He  promised  to  be  with  them,  to  confirni  tiitir  wurd^  to 
the  hearts  of  their  hearers.  I  have  auoLher  young  man  joined 
to  the  Society,  wliich  cheers  me  much.  He  was  before  veiy 
wicked,  but  has  now  turned  away  from  his  sins  by  the  grace  of 
God,  and  is  calling  for  mercy.  I  was  fearing  that,  as  the 
people  here  get  their  living  by  working  their  farms,  they  would 
neglect  the  meetings  in  the  rainy  season ;  but  I  am  glad  to  £nd 
that  they  are  reguhir  in  their  attendance,  as  before.  The  school 
is  also  going  on  weU.  The  boys  and  girls  are  making  good 
improvement  in  their  reading  and  other  ezenasea.  Aocording 
to  your  advice,  on  Sunday  last  I  made  a  oolleetion  at  the  dose 
•of  the  morning  and  evening  servioes»  which  amounted  to  £ve 
aldUingt  and  deven  penoe  two  iarthings;  but  I  hcqpe  we  shall 
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get  more  on  tlie  return  cf  anotlier  qmrter,  if  tlie  Lord  peraut. 
I  tnut.  by  ibe  mighty  workiog  of  God's  Spirit,  Uie  people  will 
be  more  enligbteiied  end  affected  by  the  word;  end  then* 
tboagb  they  htve  not  moeh  money  here,  they  will  be  willing  to 
give  whet  they  can  to  forward  the  Oospel.  I  hare  explained 
to  thrm,  that  all  they  g:i?e  i^'m  a  to  the  Mission  fuml,  for  the 
support  of  the  Gospel.  Please,  Sir,  reoiembcr  mc  to  the  Society 
at  St.  Mnry*8,  aiul  tell  tlieiu  that  the  cause  of  Got]  h  pru4i|«.rin«f 
here,  and  tluit  they  must  not  cease  to  pmy  for  me,  tHnt  God 
may  bK,'Sis  ms  poor  labours  ainon^  thi*  jn  ojil<-.  Mary  joins  me 
in  hr^i  respect  for  Mr^.  M(tister  ntul  Nourstlf ;  auii,  sincerely 
praying  for  your  liealth  and  prosperity,  1  remain,  dear  Sir» 
youra  affectionately  in  Christ  Jeaua, 

"JOHH  CcptPOK.** 

*«  lb  J2»«  jr.  MoUUrr 

Upon  this  eommunicatton  I  need  make  no  eitended  covb- 
nent,  as  it  speaks  for  itaelf.  Notwithstanding  its  obviooe 
imperfRctiona,  it  exhibita  the  natural  ability  of  the  natire  eonwert 
who  wrote  it,  theprogresa  of  the  work  in  which  he  waa  engaged, 
and  the  economy  of  Wesleyan  If ethodttm,  which  eteiy  where 
teeebee  those  who  have  been  benefitted  by  ita  infiuence  to  con- 
tribute of  their  eubatance  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel,  as  the 
Iiord  prospers  then.  This  pleasing  intcUigcnee  from  the  Xative 
Teacher  was  followed,  duniig  the  year,  by  other  letters  equally 
cncomn^injr,  and  whir)\  cxciLtd  in  my  iiiiiui  ;i  stmn;^'  desire  lo 
y'mt  oa^'t  more  this  inttTcstin^?  stniion.  to  witti.v*^  the  jirojrress 
v  liifh  liatl  lu  i  n  already  m.'ide,  :iinl  to  mukc  furtli'T  arrange- 
ments for  the  perman#*nt  (•»tai)li'*hnit nt  of  the  wori.  nt  >fj^e?irtl)y's 
Island.  In  hi'*  sul)'»><|ii<'iit  rominmiu^ilKin.  I'nither  C'yj>idon 
earnestly  requested  me.  tt  possible,  to  pay  iimi  a  visit,  as  the 
«« becoming  too  big  for  him  ;**  and  that  M'vcral  persons, 
both  children  and  adults,  were  watting  to  be  reccired  into  the 
church  by  Chriatian  bepltem.  He,  moreover,  informed  me  that 
•  number  of  couplea  were  anxiona  to  be  lawliilly  nmrried,  having 
nbandonevl  their  iMrmcr  heathen  pneticee,  and  manileslpd  a 
dctire  to  flee  firoa  the  wrsth  to  come.  Vndtf  them  cirenm. 
•tnoa  I  made  timngemeDta  for  kating  St.  Maij*i  on  mf  tinid 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAF.  IX. — 5*11111)  YOYAGE  UP  THE  GAMBIA.  181 

^voyage  up  iha  Gambiay  so  soon  as  the  season  should  be  faTOor* 
able  for  travelling. 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  Ist  of  February,  1833,  I 
-went  on  board  the  brigantine  ''Matilda/'  just  arrived  from 
England,  and  boottd  for  the  upper  ii?er,  to  take  in  a  cargo 
of  mahognny,  and  other  Taluable  wood,  which  is  found  in 
sreat  abuiuiaiicc  on  the  bank-i  of  the  Gambia.  This  was  the 
largest  vessel  in  which  I  had  ever  sailed  up  the  river ;  and 
the  accoinmodations  were,  consequently,  more  commodious; 
but  bhc  was  not  well  adapted  for  this  particular  kind  of 
inland  navigation.  The  weather  was  fine,  and  the  breeze 
favourable :  so  that  we  passed  James'  Fort  and  beka  Point 
with  the  first  flowing  tide  aud  were  favoured  with  a  splendid 
view  of  the  first  and  second  bends  in  this  magnificent  river. 

The  following  day  the  wind  was  unfaTonrable ;  and,  the  tide 
being  spent,  we  came  to  anchor  off  Tankerwall.  I  immediately 
went  on  shore,  to  speak  with  the  natives ;  and  some  of  them 
.remembered  my  former  visit  to  this  plaoe^  nearly  two  years 
before,  and  were  glad  to  see  me  again,  I  saw  among  them  a 
Mohammedan  Priest,  whoni  I  had  known  at  Si.  Mary's ;  and 
we  entered  at  once  into  a  friendly  discussion  of  the  comparative 
merits  of  the  religion  of  Christ  and  that  of  the  false  prophet. 
He  had  in  his  possession  a  copy  of  the  Koran,  beautifully 
wiiLLcu  in  Arabic,  which  hu  kept  carefallv  folded  up,  and 
deposited  in  a  leather  bag.  After  repeatedly  bowing  himself 
to  the  ground  with  app  irrnt  reverence,  and  uttering  a  few 
words  of  prayer,  he  proceeded  to  unfold  and  oj)en  the  book, 
S(  vcrri)  passages  of  whieh  he  read  with  considerable  fluency. 
Alter  allowing  him  to  expatiate  at  some  length  on  the  merits 
of  his  own  religion,  I  ventured  to  speak  on  the  excellency  of 
Chi'istianity,  aud  particularly  directed  the  attention  of  the 
Priest,  and  the  people  who  snnonnded  ns,  to  its  nduhnarif 
.eharacter.  1  ask  them  if  ever  they  knew  a  Mohammedan 
Priest  leave  his  country,  his  friends,  and  his  home,  to  sojourn 
in  a  land  of  strangers,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  propagating  the 
principles  of  his  religion.  This  was  sufficient:  he  had  nothing 
•to  say  in  reply,  being  apparently  oonfounded ;  and,  by  giving 
way  to  anger,  he  brought  upon  himself  the  ridicule  of  his  own 
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people,  wbo  had  maDifetled  oontiderable  intemt  in  tlie 
•alioo*  After  talking  wUh  tin  natim  for  tome  time  loager. 
I  went  to  aee  thdr  gaideoa  and  provuioo  giomida ;  and  waa 

exoeedin^rlv  ^rratified  to  find  tbat  ther  bad  extended  the 
cultivntion  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  since  I  was  here 
last,  ^.i.inbrrs  still  livi  a  life  of  indolence,  however;  find  we 
foiinil  a  large  partv  of  men,  ns  usual,  squatting  unihr  the 
bentang  tree,  in  the  front  of  the  town,  wlulinp;  awav  iheir 
time  by  talkinj^  over  the  news  of  the  tlay,  whik  their  vitea 
were  bu««iK'  en'raired  in  nimrultural  labour. 

WTien  the  Sabbath  morning  da  wind  upon  u*,  we  were 
pursuing  oar  cotine  with  a  favourable  brreze  and  a  flowing 
tide.  The  tan  arose  withont  a  cloud  to  obscure  the  tpleodoor 
of  bis  rays;  and  tbe  surrounding  scenery  teemed  to  barmoniae 
wiib  the  sacrednest  of  the  day.  We  came  to  anchor  eariy, 
and  prepaiationt  were  made  for  Dirine  senrioe  on  board, 
Tbe  sailort  assembled  on  tbe  qiiarter  deek;  and»  althongb 
onr  congregation  was  imall,  we  ffeH  it  good  to  wait  npon  the 

On  Monday  morning,  tbe  4tb,  I  found  we  bad  not  made  to 

much  pro^^ress  during;  the  night  as  I  expected,  the  wind  betag 
light,  ami  not  very  favourable.  About  noon  wc  met  Captain 
Chow  n'> -chountr ;  and  1  i  m braced  the  opportunity  of  writing 
to  liiv  dt  ar  wife  at  St.  Mar}  '>,  to  intdrin  her  tliat,  llais  far.  all 
wa*  had  on  lioard  our  v(  ?.-rl  a  native  of  Cowi^r, 

with  whotn  I  had  an  iiitrrestii.i:  eoiiver-ation  with  rrfort-ncr  t-i 
that  part  ot"  the  etnintn.'.  He  appeared  to  thitik  that  a('iiri?tian 
Jkii^sionary  would  be  wcli  rcerived  then*,  and  that  the  proplc 
would  gladly  avail  themselves  of  tbe  opportunity  of  having 
tbeir  children  instructed  in  a  Mission  school.  I  was  glad  to 
bear  such  an  opinion  expressed  by  an  intelligent  natiTe*  as  I 
bad  long  tbongbt  tbat  if  we  bad  tbe  meant  of  extending  onr 
labonn  on  tbe  banks  of  tbe  Gambia,  Cower  wodd  be  a  reiy 
eligible  pbme  for  a  tUtion.  It  ia  a  eenlral  aitnation,  about  half 
way  between  St  lfaiy*sand  Macaitby  *a ;  and  f^m  tbe  eireiimstanee 
of  ita  bordering  both  on  tbe  Mandingo  and  tbe  JaUoff  eonotriea, 
neeesa  might  probably  be  gained  from  benee  to  the  propir  of 
both  nations.    The  King  of  Salem,  whose  territory  terminates 
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bere,  is,  monovn;  vqn^  friendly  tmrards  the  British  Govwiieiity 
and  would  bo  likely  to  hwova  the  oommenoement  of  a  Mitsioa 
in  his  domimonB. 

We  cune  to  anchor  off  Blephant  Island  in  the  erening,  the 
tide  being  spent,  and  the  breeie  not  being  saiBdently  strong  to 
enable  our  vessel  to  stem  the  cuirent.  The  death-like  silence 
that  pervaded  the  desolate  spot  during  the  evening,  was 
interrupted  only  by  the  roar  of  the  liou,  and  the  growl  of  the 
tiger,  ns  these  animals  emerged  from  their  dens  to  seek  ihvk 
nightly  prey  in  the  surrounding^  forebt^.  I  retired  early;  and 
as  I  lay  in  my  berth,  my  hours  of  rest  were  broken  by  pensive 
thoughts  of  my  native  land,  friends,  and  home,  whieh  obtruded 
themselves  upon  my  mind,  and  for  a  time  depressed  my  spirits. 
Bat  when  I  called  to  mind  the  glorious  enterprise  in  which  I 
was  engaged,  these  melancholy  feelings  gare  place  to  the  pleas- 
ing anticipation  that  good  might  be  the  result  of  the  humble 
efforts  which  I  was  making  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  the 
Savionr's  name  in  this  lopg-neglected  oonntiy. 

The  wind  being  contraxy  all  day  on  Tuesday,  the  6th,  we 
made  but  little  progress.  In  the  afternoon  we  passed  a 
jnountainous  district,  abonnding  with  wild  beasts  of  varioos 
kinds.  I  asked  one  of  the  natives  if  he  would  procure  am 
a  young  lion  ;  but  he  shrewdly  observed  that  if  I  would  walk 
Uj)  liie  hill  with  him,  he  would  show  me  plenty;  but  as  to  the 
catching  of  them,  he  would  lather  leave  that  to  me.  About 
eight  o'clook  nt  nij^lit  we  came  to  anchor  oli"  Cower,  and  I  was 
glad  to  retire  to  rest,  the  heat  having  been  intense  during  the 
day. 

Early  on  the  moniing  of  AVcdnesday,  the  6th»  we  got  under 
weigh ;  but  when  the  tide  turned  we  came  to  anchor  off  the 
mouth  of  Bateda  Creek,  and  seraral  of  the  natives  came  on 
board  to  trade.  Thorn  these  people  we  obtained  a  supply  of 
fowls,  eggs,  and  new  milk,  for  which  we  gave  them  tobacco  ani 
beads  in  barter, — ^money  being  scaxcely  known  in  these  parts. 
As  tte  tide  began  to  flow»  about  two  o*clook  v.M.,  we  weighed 
anchor  again ;  but  wa  had  not  proceeded  far  before  the  Tessel 
xan  aground,  so  thai  we  weio  oU^ged  to  beava  out  the  anchor 
ti  deep  water,  and  warp  her  off  as  well  as  we  coulcC  which 
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required  the  united  ^trcugtb  of  ail  on  board.  We  next  got 
the  maftt  aod  rigging  of  our  vessel  entangled  in  the  tieet,  which 
oTerhang  the  river  in  this  localitj.  That  we  experienced  the 
liiconvenienoe  of  navigating  this  aeipenHoe  river,  with  aneli  a 
large  veaeel,  at  the  aeaMm  of  the  jear  when  these  it  not  a  gteai 
depUi  of  water  In  some  plaeea. 

On  Thursday,  the  7th,  wa  went  on  ahore  at  Yaiieaaioo^ 
where  Mr.  Riley  had  a  bianoli  aMmntfle  ettabliihaent.  Ur. 
Biky  waa  from  hone ;  bnt  lira.  Bilej  received  ua  very  hindly, 
and  treated  na  witb  tme  Afliean  hoepitality,  at  the  had  dona 
at  Doma-sang-sanj;  the  year  before.  She  sent  her  people  into 
the  pastun;  to  milk  thu  cows,  and  regaled  m  witli  an  abuudaat 
aupply  of  the  delicious  licvera^.  After  rpt»nii»i^  to  the  vessel 
wc  saw  a  number  of  alligators  basking  iu  tUc  auu,  ouii  ».iU(HKiitk, 
at  a  short  distance*.  As  the  snilors  had  nothing  t*lse  to  do, 
they  loadH  n  sm;il]  caMiion  with  eanist^T-shot,  ais'l  tip-d  at 
them,  wlion  liiey  iii>tantly  disapp<ared  under  the  water,  ihese 
creatures  are  very  numerous  iu  the  Gambia ;  and  we  scarcely 
pass^  a  day  without  seeing  one  Of  more  of  them.  As  the 
natives  frequently  bathe  in  the  river,  and  in  the  creeks,  seriout 
aeeidenta  freifaently  oeenr.  Sometimet  an  individual  hat  loal 
•  leg  or  an  arm,  and  initaiicaa  were  related  to  of  chUdnA 
^ving  been  entir^  diaggad  away  by  thaae  feroeioiit  ereaturea, 
Iliey  fie(]tient]y  meatnfa  twelve  or  fifteen  leet  in  leigth ;  andi 
Chair  aeaka  are  ao  atrong  and  conpaot  that  a  mnaket  ball  will 
aeareely  auke  any  impretaiao  on  thfln»nn]eaa  it  alrike  nnder  thn 
fore  leg;  where  it  it  nwie  toft  and  vulneraMe.  Towarda 
evening  we  got  under  weigh  again ;  and,  as  we  passed  Cas^an  in 
the  ^tillm'^-^  of  the  uigUt,  and  in  a  dead  calm,  iiotlurii:  was 
heard  luit  the  singing  of  the  mcu  as  they  plied  their  '  .irsui 
the  l)oat.  while  endi a\ ouritig  to  pull  the  vessel  along,  iuid  the 
har'^h  ery  of  the  hi|)j)opotamus,  as  it  quitted  the  rixir  to 
commit  itt  nightly  deftftdatioai  i&  the  odtir akd  grouuda  of  the 
natives. 

Being  apprehensive  that  I  thonld  not  reteh  Ifaearihy's  Island 
before  the  Sabbath,  I  araaa  cai^jr  Oft  Saturday  Moming.  the  9th, 
having  laaoh  ed  to  go  on  thoia,  and  perform  the  lemaander  eC 
the  jowmry  hgr  IamL  Tha  moM  bImm  height^  ob  the  pWd 
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waters  of  tbe  Gambia,  as  I  paced  the  decV  of  ibo  **  Matilda,** 

considering  which  would  be  the  best  course  to  ])ursue.  About 
six  o'clock  A.M.,  after  a  hasty  breakfast,  we  lauded  on  Kyeye 
Island,  as  the  vessel  was  working  her  way  throuj^h  the  soutiimi 
passage.  I  placed  a  basket,  containing  some  refreshtucuts,  ou 
the  head  of  ray  little  Negro  boy,  and  we  followed  a  Mandingo 
TSian  who  had  engaged  to  be  our  g\iide.  The  path  lay  directly 
across  the  island,  which  appeared  to  be  pretty  well  cultivated, 
md  might  be  about  half  a  mile  wide.  Oo  arriving  at  the  native 
Yi])age»  on  the  other  bnneb  of  the  river,  where  we  intended  to 
«RM»  over,  and  proceed  through  the  kiugdom  of  Kateba,  we  met 
with  a  canoe,  ready  laden,  and  joat  about  lo  start  direct  for 
Maeartfay'a  Island.  I  therefore  relinquiahed  the  idea  of  going 
by  land ;  and,  for  a  few  trilling  articles,  engaged  a  passage  for 
myself,  my  boy,  and  onr  native  guide.  In  a  few  minutes  we 
were  under  weigh,  aiid  gliding  swiftly  abng,  with  the  tide  in 
our  favour.  The  canoe  was  manned  by  twelve  Mandingoes,  six 
•on  either  side,  who  cheered  each  other  in  their  usual  manner  by 
an  extemporaneous  song,  to  which  they  kept  time  with  their 
paddles,  as  th(  v  ]  ropellcd  it  through  the  water  at  a  rapid  rate. 
Hearing  them  make  use  of  the  words  terint^  Tadade,  or  "  white 
Minister,'*  in  their  song,  I  asked  my  little  boy  what  the  people 
were  biitging  about.  He  said,  "  They  are  smging  about  you, 
Sir."  On  further  incjuiry  as  to  the  particulars  of  this  wild 
extemporaneous  eifusion,  he  proceeded  to  inform  me  that  in 
their  song  they  said,  **  The  canoe  was  a  new  one ;  it  had  never 
been  up  the  river  before;  and  that  they  hoped  it  would  be  a 
aueoessful  canoe,  because,  on  its  first  voyage,  a  white  Minister 
was  on  board with  the  ohoms  at  the  end  of  eveiy  verse, 
^'Snooesa  to  the  white  Minister  and  the  new  canoe  I"  This 
little  incident  is  illnstnitive  of  a  common  practice  among  this 
lively  and  hnmorous  people.  Th^  seem  as  if  they  cannot 
work  with  spirit  unless  they  have  a  song  to  cheer  them  in  their 
labour,  especially  when  plying  their  paddles  on  board  a  canoe. 
The  Captain,  or  man  who  steers,  genera  Uy  dictates  the  words  of 
the  song  with  aduiiiablu  tact ;  and  Li^  voice  aloiic  is  heard  until 
he  comes  to  the  chorus,  when  the  wliole  crew  unite  with  liim  in 
the  most  heony  and  enthusiastic  manner.    A  few,  however,  of 
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tilow  bog  degraded  Afiriomt^  who  lMf«  hem  iweiitly  coiifwte^ 
to  the  fidtli  of  tho  Gbspel,  now  delight  In  tinging  tho  tongi  of 
Zion,  while  engaged  in  their  daily  work;  «id  wo  tmit  the 

number  will  rapidly  increase.  May  the  happy  day  soon  come 
when  the  hnuks  of  this  beautit'ul  river  shall  resound  with  the 
praises  of  (lotl ! 

We  procrrdcd  very  comfortably,  till  we  entire  in  fi^bt  of 
lilacnrthy'!*  I>lan(l.  aud  within  four  or  liv(*  miles  of  mir  drslina- 
tion  ;  whrii  tin'  wiiirl  nrosp,  and  caused  tlir  waves  to  dash  <ncr 
the  gunwale  of  the  canoe,  wlii<>li  wan  heavily  laden  uith  ^alt. 
As  it  was  considered  nnsafe  to  proceed  tiii  the  stonn  had  abated^ 
the  people  ran  the  vessel  into  a  small  bay,  on  tho  northern  tide 
of  the  river,  cntting  away  the  brushwood  to  prepare  a  landiiig^ 
plaee,  and  wo  went  on  thore.  Unfortunately  for  me,  we  wen 
landed  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  river,  otherwise  we  could  soon 
have  walked  op  to  the  Mietion  atatioo.  I  remembered  that  wo 
had  pasaed  a  sloop  at  andior,  a  short  tine  before  this  accadart 
oeooned ;  and  I  resolved,  if  poasiblo»  to  get  withm  hsaring  of 
her,  that  we  might  proeore  her  boat  to  pnt  ns  across  the  river. 
With  this  object  in  view,  after  partaking  of  a  Uttle  fei)reshaMnt» 
wo  ponoed  onr  waj  down  the  northern  bank  of  the  livcr,  over 
a  track  of  marshy  land,  wheto  we  beheld  no  traoe  of  hoBan 
fboisteps,  and  where  the  standing  gnm  waa  several  feet  higher 
than  our  heads.  After  we  had  worked  our  way  througli  this 
for  some  distance,  we  came  to  a  i!ior«e  open  part  of  the  rou!:irv, 
where  the  dry  sra-i*  }ku1  been  burnrtl  ibwn.  We  found  it  vory 
diftirult  to  wa'k  atnon;:  the  charrA'  stuMile.  whieh  stood  ab<»nt 
half  a  Yard  luirii,  and  uiiich  xxjn  made  niv  white  linen  dn.>s 
nii\tbin:;  but  white.  At  leuL:th  we  came  in  Mulit  of  tiie  T'loop, 
haded  the  bont.  ero*-«e<l  the  river,  and  i:ave  the  bo.it men  ihe 
remainder  of  our  provisions  lor  their  trouble,  ^^  e  then  walked 
to  George  Town,  where  we  arrived  about  sonset,  much  Irticoed 
with  the  exrrct^  of  the  dny«  sod  the  dreariness  of  the  pasMtgo 
up  the  ri^rr,  which  had  oecnpicd  nine  days  tince  we  left  St. 
Mary*s.  We  were  kindly  received  by  John  and  Mary  Cupidon,. 
the  Kativo  Toieher  and  his  wii^,  aiui  were  happy  to  find  thorn 
ladhOhf  employed  in  the  work  of  thsir  Divine  Master.  Mny 
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and  1  retired  to  rest  with  a  ^tefiil  -he^  for  the  prescnring 
mercies  of  ray  heavenly  leather. 

When  I  arose  on  the  niorniiiL!:  Sunday,  the  10th,  I  felt 
much  revived,  and  in  ?orae  measure  prepared  for  the  lal)our>  of 
the  day.  At  ten  oV-iock  a.m.,  the  people  assembled  for  Divine 
worship,  evidently  anticipating  something  more  than  usual,  ks 
I  entered  the  chapel,  I  could  not  bat  observe  the  change  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  appenmioe  and  manners  of  the  people 
since  I  last  addressed  them.  They  preeented  themadm  in  the 
house  of  God  dean  and  neat  in  their  apjUirel,  and  conducted 
themselvea  with  a  reference  and  propriety  becoming  the  eolem- 
nify  of  the  oocasion.  I  read  prayers,  and  prenched  with  free> 
dom  and  comfort  to  a  deqr^  attentive  congregation;  after 
which  I  baptized  seven  adults  and  sixteen  children.  The  adults 
bad  been  earefiiUy  instructed  and  prepared  for  this  sacred  ordi* 
nanee  by  the  Native  Teaeher ;  and  the  children  were  the  off- 
spring  of  parents  who  had  avowed  their  determination  to  devote 
themselves  fullv  to  the  service  of  the  Lord.  In  the  afternoon  I 
examined  the  Sunday  school,  which  consisted  chiefly  of  young 
men  and  women ;  and  I  was  delii^htcd  to  observe  the  eagerness 
with  which  tlicy  were  endeavourinfi:  to  make  out  the  meaning  of 
the  words  of  Tlim  who  "  spiike  ns  npvcr  man  spake."  "We  held 
another  service  in  the  oveninir,  which  *pi'f5^^^<l  to  be  a  season  of 
refreshinfj  from  thi-  presence  ot"  tlie  Lord."  This  holy  Sabbath 
was,  indeed,  a  day  long  to  be  remembered  ;  and,  had  I  not 
actually  beheld  it,  I  could  scarcely  have  believed  that  such  a 
change  could  have  taken  place  in  so  short  a  time,  through  the 
simple  teaching  of  a  converted  African.;  for  several  gave  pleasing 
evidence  that  a  work  of  grace  had  commenced  in  their  hearts ; 
and  the  whole  congregation  engaged  in  singing,  and  other 
devotional  exercises,  with  a  life  and  energy  truly  delightM. 

On  Monday  morning,  the  11th,  the  "Matilda"  having 
arrived,  I  obtained  my  luggage.  In  the  afternoon  I  examined 
the  Mission  school,  mul  was  delighted  beyond  measure  with 
the  progress  made  by  these  Httle  Negro  children.  Twdve 
months  before  they  were  running  about  in  a  wild  and  barbarous 
elate,  with  scarcely  any  elothing,  and  without  any  one  to  care 
for  their  immortal  souls ;  but  now  I  beheld  them  neatly  clothed. 
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and  heard  iliem  Itfp  the  piviies  of  the  Almighty.  Several  of 
the  elder  icholan»  »  this  short  spaee  of  tiiiie»  had  kaned  to 
itad  easy  lessoDs  in  the  IKew'Testaiiieiit  8eriptitres»  and  a  hw 
were  bdng  tanght  wiitiog  and  arithnetie;  Ibns  alToidiaf  a 
dcmoDstiatif  e  proof  that  the  nntntored  Afriean  posaesaea  notnial 
eapabOitiea  to  xeceiTe  instmetion,  when  proper  means  are  en»- 
ployed  to  raise  him  ftom  Ua  deeded  eondition.  Th«  pleasm 
which  I  realized  on  this  delightful  occasion  more  than  com* 
pensated  for  all  the  toil  and  privations  wliich  1  had  cxpt  rinuvd 
in  connexiou  wiiii  Uh  estahlishmcnt  of  this  iiiterr&tiui;  Mis>ioii. 

1  had  a  long  coiivt'r5>atiou,  oa  Tuc^Jny,  the  12th,  with  ibe 
owner  of  the  Cntaba  country.  This  was  uvi  the  Kinir.  but  a 
kind  of  Lord  of  tht-  Manor,  called  the  Slafcf,  a  verv  important 
persona^'i".  I  a>ki-d  him  if  he  and  the  K?»i:;  would  allow  a 
Misiionan'  to  setik-  in  tluir  countrv,  and  it  ihew  would  sell  a 
piece  of  land  for  a  Mission  station,  lie  said  they  would  gladly 
have  a  Mi^i-i^'T^'^ry  to  live  among  them,  and  that  we  might  build 
booses  i  but  he  could  not  teil  any  land,  as  this  was  contrary  to 
the  eustoras  of  tlieir  iathm ;  and  thai  be  held  the  land  not  fat 
himself,  but  Ibr  posterity.  I  then  inqnirad  if  we  should  be 
allowed  to  qnany  buildiag  ttooe  ont  of  a  oertain  hill  to  wbiek 
I  pointed.  Aa  for  that,**  said  hia  sable  lenlship,  '*you  m^f 
dig  away  the  whole  hill,  if  youwiU  give  me  two  gallons  of  nun.** 
When  we  did  bdld,  we  obtained  stones  withont  giving  nink 

On  Wednesday,  the  19th,  the  beat  was  very  great,  and  tho 
tbermomeler  roee  to  98*  in  the  shade.  There  was  a  peenliar 
dry,  parching  heat  in  the  breeae  itaelf,  as  it  now  blew  from  tlm 
eastward,  across  the  extensive  sandy  deserts  in  the  interior.  In 
the  evening  I  preached,  and  administered  the  Mcrament  of  the 
Loid'f  Supptr  to  the  nnli\e  iiiemUers  o(  our  nifanl  chtirrh. 
T}ii>  wuk  ihf  tirsi  (ipporiunity  they  had  rxi-r  enjoyd  of  tliiii 
coninu  (n(»ratiiig  iha  dying  love  of  Ciirist ;  and  it  was  a  solemn 
and  prufitable  •ra«on. 

On  Tliurtday,  tin  1  Hh,  I  had  the  ])lf.i*ure  af  uniting:  several 
couples  in  holy  matrimony.  They  lind  Ixm  pn  \  i^nl^lv  instructed 
in  the  doctrines  and  requireineniB  of  the  ChrL^tiau  religion,  and 
declared  their  determination  to  endeavour  to  *'  walk  in  all  tho 
ji#i—t»i>iimnita  anil  QHtinancai  of  the  Lovd  bhunelesa.*'  When 
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it  is  lemembeied  that  the  natiTes  in  their  heathenish  state  are 
grossly  addicted  to  polygamy  and  ooneubinage,  this  circum- 
stance  will  afnrd  satisfactoiy  eridence  thai  the  Gospel  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  beginning  to  exercise  its  legitimate 
influence  upon  the  hearts  and  lives  of  this  long  degraded 
people. 

The  aerricca  and  exercises  of  the  past  few  days  bad  been 
deeply  interesting,  and  most  irlatlly  would  I  have  prolonj^ed  my 
stay  at  Macartliy's  Island  ;  l)ut  duty  called  me  to  return  as 
soon  as  possible  to  my  own  sialiou  at  St.  Mary's.  Having, 
therefore,  accomplished  the  object  of  my  visit,  I  began  to 
annnge  for  my  departure.  On  taking  an  aliectionate  leave  of 
the  Native  Teacher,  and  lh(*  d«Mr  people  who  flocked  around 
Tno,  they  weie  iiincii  moved.  I  commended  them  "to  God 
and  to  the  word  of  His  grace ;  "  and  they  sorrowed  most  of  all 
at  the  thought  that  they  would  probably  see  my  face  no  more 
in  this  world ;  and  this  indeed  proved  to  be  my  Inst  interview 
with  this  interesting  people.  It  was  late  at  night  on  Friday, 
the  15th,  before  I  could  get  on  board  the  small  vessel  by  which 
I  had  taken  my  passage ;  but,  when  we  did  get  under  weighs 
we  made  rapid  progress  down  the  river,  having  both  wind  and 
tide  in  our  favour. 

The  next  morning  we  met  a  vessel  from  St.  Mary's,  by 
which  I  received  a  parcel  containing  letters  and  periodicals  both 
from  Bathurst  and  liondon.  The  "Maga^nes"  and  "His* 
sionary  Notices  **  were  truly  interesting.  The  pleasure  arising 
from  the  perusal  of  these  useful  publications,  and  the  valne  of 
intelligence  from  dear  old  England,  can  only  be  fully  estimated 
by  those  whose  lot  has  been  cast  in  distant  heathen  lands, 
where  the  blessings  of  social  intercourse  with  intelligent  Chris- 
tian friends  is  almost  unknown. 

In  descending  the  river,  on  this  occasion,  I  was  attacked  with 
a  violent  fever  almost  immediately  after  goinir  ou  board  the 
vessel ;  and  was  confined  to  mv  berth  nenrlv  the  whole  time  of 
the  passage,  I  was,  therefore,  thankful  to  find  that  we  should 
not  be  detained  by  many  calls  at  native  towns,  as  is  frequently 
the  case.  Severe  illness  in  a  country  like  Western  Africa  is 
painful  under  any  circumstances  s  but  especially  so  when  it 


190 


f AIT  J.— WJMIIH  AfUOA* 


occurs  in  travelling  nt  a  distance  from  medical  nld,  rumored 
from  the  comforts  of  lionie,  nnd  deprived  uf  lin-  kind  hnnd  of 
aflVction  lo  minister  tooue's  hccessitics  in  the  trying  hour.  My 
poor  little  Nt  {;ro  hoy  manifested  much  sympathy,  au<i  did  all 
in  his  power  to  soothe  my  aoirows ;  but  my  aufferin^s  were  very 
great,  being  completely  exhausted  by  being  so  long  confiuad  to 
tlie  deck  nnd  bold  of  m  somU  vessel,  with  oonaUnt  fever. 

On  'VN'cdncsday  morning,  20th,  though  scaroe^  able  to  more, 
I  cmwicd  on  deck,  and  beheld  in  the  dwtenm,  with  gntcAU 
enotiona,  the  white  housee  oC  fieUunei.  The  wind  wea  eoo- 
tnrv.      the  tide  had  ioat  turned  ui.  BeiiiB  ettikiH 

to  reedi  hone  ea  aoon  le  pfttfihht  e  aettll  boat  ma  iiiABBBd> 
and  I  wm  ksdad  at  St.  Ifiiy'i  in  ebout  thne  hounu  I  mm 
eo  week  that  I  could  eoare^  walk  fixm  the  beadi  to  the  IGa- 
•ioo-Houae  withoot  aaaiaUiiee ;  and  when  my  dear  wife  hieiBBd 
QpoQ  me^  and  law  the  change  which  aidmeaa  had  made  in  nqr 
a|»pearaiiee»  aha  waa  anieh  afiMied.  We  wcve  Ihankfhl,  how- 
e?er,  to  roe«t  together  onoe  more ;  and  sincerely  did  wo  praise 
the  Lord  for  lUa  TOiitinutd  prescrviug  gwdness  and  mercy. 
By  the  Pivinc  blessing'  upon  the  means  emplovid,  my  health 
wn^  in  li  short  time  «>o  far  restored  as  to  i  nnble  uie  iu  resume 
my  lahoiiTP  witli  some  degree  of  comfort.  It  must,  however,  he 
cviddit  to  even,  one,  that  the  ivpt  at<d  nttacks  of  fever  to  wliich 
a  Mif>f>i(.»nnry  is  subject  in  that  unlieahhy  climntc,  so  cf^mj)lrtcly 
prostrate  his  strength  us  not  oniy  to  incapacitate  hmi  occ;i- 
aiooally  for  aciite  labour  for  the  time  being,  but  ultimately  to 
aaake  a  serious  impreasiiNi  wpm  his  constitution.  This  I 
proved  bj  painful  eipericnce,  whi!«it  labouring  in  Weateni 
Africa;  and  I  CreqMlly  diachaiged  thr  important  duties  afnqf 
office  in  circuaataacea  of  cxtrane  weekneae  and  debility. 

In  bfinging  to  a  doae  this  aiaple  namittfa  of  facts  and 
imjdmlt  lywwHwted  wilh  the  ratatiHahnwt  of  ov  new  Minion 
at  Haeaithy'a  Iilaad,  I  ouui  not  cout  to  lecotd  a  lew  Avther 
partienhaa  idatifo  to  the  ibaaqMBt  progrcca  of  the  wotk,  and 
the  waikaMa  tnterposttion  of  Divina  rrondMca  in  ita  fiivonr* 

Deeply  impnaaed  with  the  nccaaalj  and  nnportaBce  of  tl» 
appointaent  of  an  English  Minioiiaiy  to  mida  at  Macarth/a 
Ulaud,  I  applied  to  the  Mitsionaij  Committee  in  London,  aooa 
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■alter  my  fiist  visit  to  that  place,  and  strougly  urged  them  to 
«eiid  out  a  MioiAter  without  delay,  for  that  important  sphere  of 
Jaboiu' ;  but  such  were  the  pressing  demande  in  other  parts  of 
the  great  Mitsioa  field,  and  the  depressed  state  of  the  Societj'a 
funds,  that  they  eonld  not  then  oomply  with  my  request  s  uid 
"therefore  sent  me  the  following  commonioation : — 

*'LoiiDOK,  Jkeemhr  1711, 1S81. 
"  Mt  bbab  Bbotbsb,— We  were  thankful  to  hear  that  yon 
.and  Mrs*  Moiater  had  seeovered  from  your  affliction ;  and  I  do 
hope  that  the  worst  is  now  past,  and  that  the  remaining  period 
•of  your  stay  at  the  Gambia  will  be  marked  by  health  and  use- 
fulness. Dr.  Towiiley,  I  suppose,  has  given  yuu  some  directions 
about  the  Assistant  Missionaries,  to  which  I  hope  you  will  be 
able  to  attend  ;  and,  when  a  little  more  cultivated,  you  might, 
I  should  think,  employ  them  in  some  of  those  openiu'^s  to  which 
you  refer.    I  regret  to  say  that  we  cannot  possii)ly  send  you 
anothn  .Missionary  at  present.    And  now,  niy  dear  brother,  let 
me  entreat  you  to  take  care  of  your  health,  live  in  the  spirit  of 
your  work,  and  look  to  God  for  His  promised  blessing  upon 
your  eJiertioDS.   With  kind  r^ards  to  Mrs.  Moister,  I  remain 

"  Yours  affectionately, 

"John  Jamis." 

From  what  has  already  Ueen  recorded,  it  will  appear  that  I 
had  hy  anticipation  acted  upon  the  above  suggestion*  in  lefec^ 
enoe  to  the  employment  of  native  agency.  But  the  work  at 
Haearthy*8  Island  having  now  become  too  weighty  for  a  Native 
Assistant,  I  renewed  the  application  for  a  European  Missionaiy. 
•but  still  without  success,  I  was,  moreover,  apprehensive  that, 
for  want  of  funds,  we  might  be  ultimatdy  obliged  to  absndon 
•our  new  Mission  entirely.  During  the  first  year  of  its  existence, 
it  had  been  conducted  without  any  expense  to  the  parent  Society. 
At  an  early  period  of  my  missionary  labours  at  the  Gambia, 
certain  mom  y.s  had  been  placed  at  my  disposal  by  the  Govern- 
ment, as  remuneration  for  performing  the  duties  (>i  the  Colonial 
•iUuiplain,  during  his  absence  from  the  settlement.   Being  at 
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the  laine  time  in  the  itmpi  of  ID7  icgnlar  aUowanow  m  a  llii* 
fboaiy,  I  felt  that  I  eoold  not  better  emploj  the  proceeds  of 
my  eitra  kbonr  then  bj  devoting  them  to  the  exteneies  of  the 
Gospel  in  the  interior  of  Africa.  It  was  lirom  this  source  of 
income  that  I  parehased  the  knd,  erected  temporaiy  Misaoa 
premises,  and  paid  the  salaij  of  the  Native  Assistant  at  Ifae- 
arthy's  Idsnd  for  the  first  twdve  months,  witbont  any  cx{Mriise 
devolving  on  the  funds  of  the  parent  Society.  But  the  Chnplatn 
having  now  n  turncd  to  the  col«:)ny,  my  allowance  for  performing 
His  duties  was  discontiuued  :  condei|ueuliv  I  was  much  |irTpl(-\td 
about  the  matter,  not  knowing  whether  the  Committi^e  wouM  ]>c 
able  to  inauiiain  our  in  w  Mission,  even  on  it.>i  preicnl  limited 
scale  of  cxpt  iiditurc.  Under  these  circumstaurvi?,  wf  made  our 
fn«p  known  to  (iod  iu  prayer;  find,  whih-  we  urn-  plr.ifiin::  in 
Africa,  God  was  working  by  His  providence  in  Kngland, 
and  literaUjf  answering  onr  prajers  in  a  manner  we  littk 
ex{)ected. 

In  the  jrear  1832,  a  retnmed  Bfissioiiary,  thr  Rev.  John 
Morgan,  was  stationrd  at  Southampton ;  and  stiU  feeling  a  deep 
interest  in  the  degraded  oalivet  of  Africa,  among  whom  be  had 
fermerfy  kbomcd*  especially  the  wandering  Foolas  on  the  banks 
of  the  Gambia,  who  had  partienlarly  attracted  his  attention,  he 
made  an  appeal  on  their  behalf  to  aevend  benevolent  gentlemen 
of  that  town,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  the  late  philanthro|iae 
Dr.  Iindo«  These  friends  of  AfHea  formed  themselvea  into  n 
committee  of  supply ;  and,  by  their  perMnal  eontribntions  and 
teakMis  eflforts  in  cdleetbg  from  others,  they  miaed  funds  fer 
the  purpose  of  supporting  an  English  Mi««ionary  and  two 
Kative  Assistants  at  Macarthy's  Island,  with  ut  expense  to 
tlic  parent  Society.  Whrii  lh«  ir  plans  werv  matured,  tby  made 
a  ei'nerous  off>r  to  the  \Vi>l<  \;in  Missionarv  Committee  in 
London  of  ilin  r  laiadred  iiid  lifty  pounds  a  year,  for  five  years, 
in  aid  of  t!ii^  object.  Tiii'.  otVor  wn*.  of  course,  gmt»*fully 
accepted;  an«i  the  Ktv.  Tfionins  Pom-  \v.i^  soon  aft' rwar.!* 
selected  for  this  service,  who,  m  comiKiny  with  the  Rev.  Uiiiiam 
Fox,  appointed  as  my  socoesior  at  6U  Mary's,  embarked  for  the 
Oambtaearijr  in  1333. 
The  first  istelligvnoft  I  neaifed  of  this  noblo  and  benevoknt 
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project  wat  by  the  following  officUl  oommtuiioatioii,  from  ontt 
who  was  aoon  afterwards  called  to  his  reward : — 

**LoNDOK,  October  ISih,  1832. 
**  Mt  dbar  Bbothbb, — I  enclose  you  copies  of  two  letters 
from  Mr.  Morgan,  that  you  may  read  them  to  any  of  your 
intelligent  friends,  and  take  their  opinion,  and  transmit  it  to  us, 
with  any  information  touching  the  subject  which  you  may  col- 
lect. We  shall  look  out  for  a  successor,  and  trust  vou  will 

be  spared  to  ntuiii  iii  bcallh  inu]  peace.  Watch  kindly  over 
the  young  men  under  your  cnre,  and  live  fur  ( iod  and  eternity. 

'*  1  am  yoiurs  affecLioiuifcly, 

••BicHABD  Watson." 

To  Jiev.  jr.  MaUlerJ' 

The  effects  produced  on  our  minds  by  the  welcome  informa* 
tion  that  nrningements  were  thus  being  made  for  the  extension 
of  the  good  work  in  the  interior,  on  such  a  liberal  scale,  may  be 
better  imaged  than  described.  The  pleasing  inteUigence  was 
announced  to  our  people,  when  eveiy  countenance  beamed  with 
joy;  and  many  prayers  were  offered  up  to  God,  that  He  would 
bi;jng  the  new  Ministers  and  their  families  orer  the  sea  in  peace 
and  safety. 

On  Tuesday,  April  S8rd,  1883,  a  Teasel  appeared  off  the 
mouth  of  the  river;  and,  as  she  n[)proached,  it  was  ascertained 
tliat  it  was  the  brig  "  Jack,"  from  England.    When  taking  a 

ride  along  ihe  hcach  in  the  afternoon,  I  hailed  the  pilot-boat,  and 
was  informed  that  "  two  ladies  and  gentlernt  u  were  on  board 
the  vessel  ;  '*  which  suggested  the  idea  that  they  might  be  the 
expected  Mission  party.  She  came  to  anchor  off  Bathurst 
ill  the  evening;  and,  on  walking  down  to  the  wharf,  1  hnd  the 
pleasure  of  welcoming  to  the  shores  of  Africa  the  Kcv,  AVilliam 
and  Mrs.  Fox,  and  the  Ilev.  Thomas  and  Mrs.  Dove.*  They 

•  The  death  of  Jlra.  Dove,  which  occurred  at  Sierra  Leone  seveo  years 
afUrwards,  hM  already  bean  uoAiced;  but  her  devoted  biiriMa4»  of  wImm 
amialile  character  the  writer  dteriahea  a  pkaaiog  reooUeetion,  waa  apared  to 
lahear  in  connemu  iiiih  the.  MiMiooa  on  the  eoeat  of  Africa  for  the  long 
period  of  thirtcca  yean.  Mr*  Dovo  afterwards  bdioored  with  seeeptaaee 
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ioeompanwd  me  to  the  Mission-House,  and  we  ali  ujoirrd 
toj^ether  that  our  friends  Inrl  horn  brou^xlit  in  nfety  ncro^s  ihe 
niigbt3r  deep  to  the  icf  nc  of  tlicir  future  labours.  On  the  fol- 
lowinjc  eTeninft,  I  prwichcd  from  Pitalm  cxxxn.  3  :  *'  The  I^rd 
liatli  done  fCttaX  things  for  us.  whereof  we  nrc  plnfl.**  In  the 
eonrse  of  the  termon*  I  made  allusion  to  what  God  bad  do«a 
lor  Africa,  in  sendinjc  more  Missionaries,  to  whieh  the  people 
lesponded  most  d«?ottUy.  This  beinif  the  first  native  senriee 
which  oar  friendf  from  Fnftland  had  attended,  t\m  eipiessed 
themselves  as  mneh  delighted  with  what  they  had  seen  and 
heard,  dechiring  that  it  was  worih  the  trouble  of  crowing  the 
sea  to  behold  what  the  Gospel  had  done  for  this  people. 

thin  arrival  I  reeeived  the  following;  letter,  whicfi  may 
serve  to  ilhiitrnte  the  pinn  adopted  for  the  eitenfion  of  the 
Go!ip'»l  on  the  inlands  iJiul  1i;i:iks  nf  the  Gambia,  tliroujh  the 
liberality  and  .  d  of  Dr.  Lind  >  Ki^  liicticis  at  fcouiluimptaa, 
for  the  special  '  eueilt  of  tbc  Foola^: — 

*'T.nxno\',  Mart^  3Ui'-&.  1S33. 
*'  My  dear  Brother, — Yon  will  receive  thi^  by  the  t  re- 
thren  Fox  and  Dove.  >fr.  Fox,  is  sent  out  by  the  Committee  la 
3roar  soffvessor  at  8t.  Mark  's.  f»nd  Mr.  Dove  is  «'^':t  r*:*  tn  om- 
nence  a  Mission  among  the  Foolns.  A  number  of  gentlemeu 
have  become  ao  mneh  interested  in  behalf  of  that  people,  that 
they  have  entcnd  into  an  engagement  to  pay  ns  an  annual  sum 
Ibr  the  expieaa  pnipoce  of  supporting  a  Mission  among  them. 
We  have  aeoepted  thw  proposals,  and  have  engaced  Mr.  Dove^ 
i  married  Misaioimry,  who  shall  make  Mararthy'a  Island  hie 
head^inarlers,  and  who  shall  have  vnder  his  dircftion  John 
Cnpidon  and  Pierrs  Sallah.  Government  hat  granted  six  hnn* 
dmd  acres  of  land  in  Ibithemnce  of  the  objeet.  on  whieh  Mr. 
Dove  will  boild  a  residencw  and  erect  a  school -ho use.  You 
will  kindly  afford  them  all  the  advice  and  asjii«tance  you  ean. 
If  Cupidon  has  a  house  fit  to  receive  3tfr.  «ud  Mre.  Dove,  it 

mad  •  3t  (tihrmlUr,  and  in  •^rnl  Fnftlifth  Cirmit*,  whtrr  ht  vr^  mack 
be  lovrd.  Id  iht  tprrir  of  t<^S,  kit  hralth  bozan  to  faH  .  nnj  he  r>oa<iBitf4 
STni?n-T'T  t.»  •niV  ;  !1  'h-  1  »t  P-  -,'ic,Tvr.  l^^S,  mkm,  bs  (MnfcQy 
sipireil  at  Crojdoa.  ia  tbs  &ltj'UUitk  jar  of  kk 
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might  be  desirable  for  them  both  to  proceed  up  the  Gambia  at 
^mce,  and  take  Sallah  with  them,  or  let  him  follow  alter,  if 
judged  the  heat.  You  will,  of  oourae^  give  Mr.  Fox,  yoiir  euo* 
cesaor,  all  neeessoiy  instructioiis.  I  trust  he  will  prove  a  faith* 
fol  labourer.  I  hope  they  will  find  you  well.  Qreat  ehangea 
luiYe  taken  phioe  here.  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  James  hare  both 
died  since  Conference ;  hot  our  consolation  is  that '  the  Lord 
reigneth/  and  will  order  all  for  the  best. 

"  I  am,  deflr  brother,  jours  alF*  clionately, 

•*JoaX  iiiihCUAM." 

«  To  Jiev.  IF,  MuUier." 

Mr.  Dove  proc«;e(lei]  to  Mncarthy's  Island  on  a  Icraporary 
■visit  soon  after  liia  arrival,  k'aviirjj  ^Irs.  Dove  for  a  time  at  St. 
Mary's.    On  his  return,  thty  paid  a  visit  to  tlie  Island  of 
<joree ;  and  when   the  rainy  season    had  passed  over,  they 
ascended  the  Gambia,  and  commenced  their  labours  in  the  true 
missionary  spirit.    Aided  by  an  additional  grant  from  the 
•Southampton  Committee,  and  by  liberal  contributions  from  the 
friends  of  Missions  at  Bathurst,  Mr.  Dove  soon  succeeded  in 
the  erection  of  a  commodious  Mission-House^  and  otl^r  build- 
ings which  were  necessary  for  the  Station,  occupying  in  the 
mean  time  the  humble  temporary  house  which  we  at  first  put  up 
for  the  Native  Teacher.  The  attention  required  by  these  secular 
matters  necessarily  occupied  much  of  the  time  of  the  Mission- 
ary ;  but  he  fouttd  opportunities,  notwithstanding,  to  Tisii,  in 
•connexion  with  the  Native  Teachers,  several  Mandingo  and 
Poola  towns  in  the  neighbourhood.    Although  the  Mission 
never  succeeded  with  the  particular  tribe  for  whose  special 
benefit  it  was  organized,  to  the  extent  that  was  antieipated  by 
its  sanguine  and  benevolent  projectors,  it  was,  nevertheless, 
made  an  instrument  of  f^rcat  bkssin;^^  to  other  natives,  espe- 
cially to  the  libcratea  Aiiicans  of  dilfcrcut  nations,  many  hun- 
dreds of  whom  had  been   ])reviously  located  on  Macarthy*s 
Island.     Among  the«e  peoj)ie  Mr.  Dove  and   his  assistants 
laboured  with  great  success,  more  than  one  hundn  d  being 
added  to  the  church  during  the  first  jear,  whilst  the  Mission 
school  was  reported  to  be  iu  a  prosperous  state.    A  small 
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chapel  was  soon  enacted  at  Fatoto,  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
tftland,  where  a  liberated  African  village  bad  sprung  up ;  andl 
considerable  progress  was  reaUnd  ftom  year  to  year  in  eveij 
department  of  the  work. 

Hnring  laboured  for  three  years  at  Macnrthv'-  Island,  and 
mifefnd  much  from  feYcr  at  different  times,  Mr.  and  Mrm. 
Dove  letnmed  to  Enfciand  in  the  month  of  Ifaj,  18S6 ;  and 
were  succeeded  by  Mr.  Fox>  wbo  now  came  out  to  the  Oamhin 
ibr  the  second  time.  On  thta  oecatioii,  ICr.  Fox  was  aeeom- 
panted  bj  the  Ber.  B.  M.  MacBrptr,  who  was  sent  on  a  special 
mission  to  attempt  to  redace  the  Foola  and  Mandingo  bn^ 
gnages  to  a  gfummatical  form»  and  to  tmnstate  into  theao 
tongues  A  pctrtion  of  Holy  Scripture;  the  SootharopCon  Com- 
mittee havinj^  iierously  granted  n  thousand  pounds  for  thia 
object.  The  learned  ^Ii-«ionnry  found  the  climate  of  >Ye$*eru 
Africa  verv  tiufrimdly  to  literank*  pur^^uits ;  he  moreover  met 
witli  f>flu  r  diffirnUit'*-,  iu  tlu  fui  ia  of  opposition  lo  niissionan' 
lnl>uiir<  from  Kun«p'Mn  r^^idents  at  Macjirtiiy's  Island,  i^ucli 

h;i'!  iirvrr  !»'  f"!'!'  l)t  (  n  i  \r>fr?f nrrd.     He,  n«'vrrth**lc««.  wn?^ 

4 

SdUT-  ]iri>L:r''-s  ;  mid,  alter  a  re?i«l«*riee  ut  tiu-  (i.ii'.iliia  of  :r.  >:it 
eight  months,  he  returr.cMl  to  Kngland,  where,  with  the  nul  of 
fnfrtli^ent  natires,  be  finished  hU  undertaking,  and  comu>itted 
to  the  prc«s  a  nrammnr  rf  the  Foola  language,  and  the 
Gospel  according  to  St.  Matthrw  in  Mandingo. 

On  taking  charge  or  tlte  Mission  al  Maanthy*a  IsUiik],  Mr. 
Fox  gave  ample  proof  of  hb  aeal  and  eamestnees  in  the  good 
cause  in  which  be  was  aigngcd ;  and  baring  left  his  wil^,  o* 
aecount  of  the  delicate  state  of  ber  health,  in  Enghind,  and 
being  joined  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swallow,  who  arrived  in  Xoveiu- 
ber,  he  felt  himself  at  liberty  to  take  several  tntetMt- 
ing  journeys  into  the  more  remote  interior.  These  jourugys 
extended  at  different  times  to  the  capitals  of  Woolie  and 
Bondon,  of  whidi  he  afterwards  pobKshetl  an  intercstini^ 
acpcmnt,  rcportin^j  the  willin«^es?  of  thr  Kin«:js  of  these  pbcvs 
to  nrcivp  Mi*«:onnrif  <.  l>uri"ni:  his  connexion  with  l]»e  Manir- 
thy*«*  T*Und  Mi*f!cn,  Mr.  Fox  had  \r.\:rh  nr«liious  labour  and 
woiirhty  nc jipon^ibilitics  of  n  stiulai  kin  f.  iu  rejMiirin«r 
and  eidan^iug  the  Mitsion  preniises»  and  iu  cleanng  the 
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six  hundred  acres  of  kiid  grnnted  by  Govenuueot  for  tlic  use  of 
the  Foolas,  although  they  iiever  occupied  it.  Jle  had,  more- 
over, to  |K'rronii  many  Toyages  up  and  down  the  river,  to 
<ioun-s(!l  and  ussiest  his  junior  brethren  in  seasons  of  afUiction  and 
bcrcavemeut.  These  exertions  toid  upon  bis  health  and  con- 
stitution, strong  and  robust  as  they  were  ;  and,  finding  the  need 
ot  a  cliange,  he  embarked  for  Eogland  in  June,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Spence,  who  had  been  sent  oat  to 
attend  to  the  secular  aiSairs  of  the  Foola  Mission,  but  who  were 
thus  obliged  to  return  home  in  a  few  months^  in  consequence  of 
jiffllction. 

In  tlie  mean  time,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swallow  remo?ed  to  St. 
llary*8,  and  weie  sncceeded  by  the  Bev.  W.  S.  F.  and  Mn. 
Moes,  who  anired  at  Maeartby's  on  the  30tb  of  November^ 
18S8.  On  the  SSnd  of  January,  1889,  Mrs.  Mosa  fell  a  saoi- 
ISee  to  the  dimate;  and  ber  beraared  hnsband  soon  aflerwarda 
-came  down  to  St.  Mary's,  and,  in  tbe  following  year,  returned 
to  England,  in  a  debilitated  state  of  health.  Mr.  Moss  after- 
wards laboured  successfullv  for  gi  v.  ral  \l,h;)  in  Jamaica,  and 
is  now  the  respected  Chairman  oi  the  i  uiiamouUi  District. 
Tiic  vacancy  thus  occasioned  was  supplied  by  the  appointment 
of  the  iiev.  VViiiiani  and  Mrs.  James,  who  arrived  at  Macarthy's 
Island  in  the  month  of  May,  1840 ;  but  the  labours  of  this 
aminhle  and  worthy  couple  were  soon  terminated  ;  for  ^Ir.  James 
was  cut  down  by  fever  on  the  1st  of  July,  before  he  liad  been 
three  mouths  on  the  Station  and  his  bereaved  widow  embarked 
for  England  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  having  received  substantial 
iokens  of  sympatliv  from  the  Missionaries  and  the  European 
gentlemen  at  St.  Mary's. 

On  tbe  expiration  of  tbe  five  years  during  which  Dr.  lindo 
and  tbe  Southampton  Committee  had  guaranteed  to  the  Wea- 
l^an  Missionary  Society  the  sum  of  £850  per  annum,  for  the 
support  of  a  Missionary  and  two  Native  Teachers  at  Mnoarthy'a 
Island,  that  oiganization  waa  dissolved ;  and  a  new  Committee 
was  formed  in  London,  consisting  of  the  same  parties,  with 
some  additions^  in  the  special  purpose  of  promoting  edncaium 
4ind  civilization the  support  of  the  Missionaries  being  left  to 
the  pareut  Society.   The  new  Committee  was  well  sustained. 
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and  toon  found  itaelf  in  a  poutkm  to  appropriate  a  thoiitaacl 
ponnds  for  the  erection  of  an  Instftatloii  in  which  to  educate  the 
8ont  of  natite  Kings  and  Chiefs.  When  the  boiUings  were 
completed,  a  few  rojral  pupils  were  collected ;  and,  although  the 
noble  design  oonid  not  be  earned  out  to  the  extent  originally 
eontemplated,  in  oonseqnence  of  unmeiotta  difEeoltieai  we  hare 
reason  to  hope  that  some  good  lesnlted  from  this  important 
department  of  Christian  labour. 

The  health  of  Mr.  nnd  Mr*.  Swallow  hnviiig  been  in  n  m«i- 
aurc  fpriiutcil  bv  llirir  vi-^it  to  I'nulaud,  tlu  v  rfturiicti  to  the 
Gniubia,  and  arrived  ;)t  M.irarthv's  IftlAnd  in  the  luouili  of 
Jiinnarv,  18U.  In  tin  pio&tiutidu  ot  tin  ir  iiuportimt  Mission, 
ih^sc  (!e'vof(  d  ^1  r\  ;rit-.  ot"  l/  rd  nobly  '>irtiga:led  ngniii'^t  the 
influnuT  tin-  cliiuuti*  ;  Ind,  iir.tnitli>t;'i;i;inL:  n'?>*n'i''Ml  to 
the  (.\ipt;  Verd  Hlnnd*  and  Goroe  for  a  ( luiii^t*  ot  nir,  tlu  v 
suffrrrd  ;nr('iitlv.  Thev  were  lirst  berraved  ot  n  ilcar  child  ;  and 
then,  on  the  §sth  of  January,  Mrs.  Snrnllow  vas  caUed 
to  luT  reward  in  henvrn  :  soon  after  which  her  bcreared  hus- 
band returned  to  F.n^land,  with  bis  own  heailb  mueh  impaired. 
In  the  tnran  time,  the  Kev.  Samuel  Svmons  had  been  sent  out  to 
nebforce  the  Mission,  and  eapeciaUjr  to  superintend  the  eduoa« 
lional  department  of  the  work ;  but,  alter  hbooring  for  two 
jears  with  mueh  leal  and  earneatness,  he  also  M  a  aacrifea  to 
the  elimaie,  on  the  SOth  of  Jannarjf,  1S44.  In  eonaeqoenca  of 
the  aiekneu  and  mcrtalit?  with  which  the  Miaston  lamiliea 
wcie  Tisited,  the  JUt,  Benjamin  Chapman  hating  been  obliged 
to  fetum  to  Knghind  in  June,  1S46,  on  aeeonnt  of  severe  UW 
ncss,  the  Ber.  George  Pisrsonscm  was  left  alon«?  for  some 
niontl:«<,  the  only  EiirojH'nu  Mi-Moiiary  at  the  Ciambia ;  aad 
althotii^ii  his  ttppoiiitaitui  na*  to  M nrthv's  Kland,  he 
was  obliffrd  ii>  nnnovc  to  St.  Mnry'i^  in  omi;t\i  «:i  nilU  which 
he  frfM|).<  ntly  Li!u>ufrd  lK)tH  Imi.-m-  \\\*  iisit  to  Ku^laud^  and 
after  hi*  R-iutii  to  the  countiy  m  1  ^15. 

'iUr  iirit  Mis^ionnr}'  ap|>o::itr  d  lo  Macarthy's  l*Iand  was  tbe 
lU»v.  Hobert  I^'an  ;  but,  in  less  than  fonr  mdulli*  from  the 
time  of  hi*  arrival,  hf  was  rallrtl  lo  n  ^t  fn>rn  his  labour*.  He 
died,  liiippy  iu  (iod.  on  the  ^;Srd  oi  Manli.  IS  id.  2»tnre  the 
dsath  of  this  devoted  voung  Ititiioaaijr,  it  has  been  dcoaad 
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advisable  to  supply  the  Station  at  Macarthy^s  Island  witk 
Native  Miiiisieis^  under  tlie  direciba  of  the  European  Mia- 
aionaiy  at  St.  Mary's.  These  have  been  brought  chieHy 
from  Sierra  Leone ;  and  by  their  piety,  zml,  aud  inicili- 
gence,  llioy  liave  given  gentui  iatiaiactiuu.  Tiic  Kev.  ^ie^ai-s. 
Joseph  May,  Charles  Knight,  Philip  W  ilaon,  James  Hero,  and 
F.  Ckmeut,  themselves  the  fruit  of  misMuiuiiy  labour,  uud 
some  of  them  oiigiually  rescued  from  the  hoiiora  of  slaveiy, 
have  in  succession  been  appointed  to  labiur  in  eonuexion  vviiU 
this  intert'^tiiig  Mission,  and  have  been  made  a  j^real  ble^iug 
to  their  fellow  countrymen. 

The  noble  and  majestic  river  Gambia,  presenting  as  it  does 
the  most  direct  highivay  from  England  to  the  interior  of 
AfriGa»  deserves  moi-e  attention  than  it  has  hitherto  received  ^ 
and  we  still  entertain  the  hope  that  our  advanced  post  at 
Macarthy's  Island  will  prove  to  he  the  first  of  a  chain  of 
Hisston  Stations,  which  will  ultimately  reach  from  the  coast  to 
TSmbuctoo  and  Sego,  on  the  banks  of  the  Niger.  In  the  meaa 
time,  it  is  pleasing  to  know  that,  notwithstandtog  the  dilficultiea 
irith  which  they  have  had  to  contend,  the  Missionaries  and 
Teachers  have  not  labourad  in  vain,  nor  spent  their  strength  for 
nought.  I  regsrd  it  as  the  highest  honour  and  one  of  the 
greatest  blessings  experienced  in  a  long  life  of  missionary 
labour,  to  liave  been  permitted  to  plant  the  Gospel  in  these  dis- 
tant regions.  A  luige  number  ol  converted  natives  have  died  iu 
the  laith  and  hope  of  the  (io.^pt  I  on  this  Station ;  whilst  uiany 
more  have  removed  to  distant  places,  carrying  with  them  and 
scattering  abroad  the  seed  of  the  kingdom.  And  there  are  now 
in  connexion  with  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society  at  ^lacar- 
thy*s  Jslaud  tieo  ehaptl*^  one  Missionary,  nearly  ttDO  hundred 
e^iurc/i  mtmderSf  and  one  hundred  and  fortyrthree  children  m 
ike  MMon  eehoolf  ickHU  vptcard*  qf  Jour  hundred  naUvea  arc 
Tidied  09  aliendhiff  ike  puhUc  wor$hy^  of  God,  These  sta- 
tistics call  for  sincere  gratitude  to  Almighty  God;  but  they 
afford  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  the  beneficial  results  of  this, 
interesting  Mission,  much  good  being  done,  indiieetly,  by  sueh 
a  light  shining  amid  surrounding  darkness. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

PlOORKM  of  ihe  MiMioa  at  St.  M&r}V— SoldierV  \Yi(e— rioos  Sailur^ 
Viwk  of  tlM Soml  Africia  'Rrmvtlkr-Rev.  It.  B.  Coi— VUl 
to  Ckpe  St.  M«rjr-BrilKnr~Dnwi1a-*Btm  Vmmi^lmm  ttvm  Ik. 
Tmkir— FaimicU  Smoa— Letter  hvm  PSem  SdUi^E«bwl(alio« 

for  EogUnd— A  Man  uvcrbuanll — Cape  Vrrd  Ubndft— Uttpktttat 
Iiici<k'nt«  l.and  nhend  Arrival  at  Falmouth— Further  rn)}rr«*  oC 
St.  Mart'*  Mi^— Dcat^of  MiMWttwiM— PreMot  State  of  the  W«rk 
— Cottdiuioa. 

Whilst  nnxiou^ly  cnsrfi^'id  in  i)lauliuf;  llic  staiiJjid  of  iha 
cross  in  the  more  inuiinr  <li-triits  of  Wcstfrn  Afrira,  wo 
Vdv  not  untnin<)ful  of  tlic  >tatr  of  the  work  at  bl.  Man's, 
wiicn'  ihf  (iosp*'l  Wm]  hmi  pit.u  lit  I  for  many  year*.  Th<*  lust 
var  of  our  rcsidenou  tlieic  ^h-un^Iu\s\w^\  bv  mnch  of  the 
Diviiir  presrocc  and  blessing;  and  our  uiuhU  were  cncourajjcd 
by  the  rvidrncrs  whidt  were  graciously  given  by  lUe  great  Head 
of  the  Cburdi  tbjii  our  labour  was  *'  not  in  vain  ia  the  Locd.** 
The  schools  muler  oar  care  were  goierally  proapcrous ;  and  a 
aninber  of  adulta  were  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  tlia  tratb* 
abaoiloBad  tlwtr  anpentitioos  practices,  and,  after  a  conrte  of 
niftnietioii,w«re  noeifod  into  the  Christian  dtiireh  hy  baptian. 
A  few  niseeUancons  inciilenta  alto  oeenmd,  which  nuj  be 
briady  noticed,  aa  tUnstratifc  of  the  chancter  of  the  people  nod 
Ike  natnre  of  onr  woifc,  before  ve  proceed  to  sketch  the  subao> 
^weot  hisloiy  of  the  principal  GaBbin  Mission. 

There  is  one  aspect  of  the  great  missionaij  enterprite  wloik 
if  M^dom  thought  of,  but  which  it  nererthelcss  of  greet  inpoii- 
aiiee  ;  iinmely,  the  benefit  which  it  frrqiiently  confers  upon  onr 
oivu  rc)^iutrym<'n  \vlirt*e  lot  is  cast  in  f 'rt  i;:n  lauds.  I  witnessed 
tome  toiLcUUj;  hiuitrauon*  of  the  Uutii  of  while  Inbjuraii^ 
at  the  Gambta.    Sixm  attcr  iiic  comoicucjmcut  of  the  Maudingo 
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var»  I  observed  in  the  eongregation,  one  Sabb&th  moniuig,  ft 
wbite  female  of  respectable  appearatice,  who  was  veiy  miidi 
affaeCed  tinder  the  word.  It  was  the  first  Sabbath  of  the  year, 
and  I  was  pieacbing  from  the  parable  of  the  barren  fig-tiee/' 
After  the  service,  she  called  at  the  Mission-House,  and  intro- 
duced herself  as  the  wife  of  a  non*commissioned  ofiioer  who  had 
been  called  in,  with  a  party  of  men,  from  the  Ishind  of  Ascraision, . 
to  aid  iu  the  defence  of  the  colony.  I  spoke  to  ber  on  the 
necessity  and  importance  of  experimental  religion,  when  she 
wept  bitterly ;  and,  as  the  tears  of  penitenee  flowed  from  her 
eyes,  she  stated  that  she  once  knew  the  Lord,  and  had  formerly 
been  a  member  of  tlie  Methodist  Society  in  Yorkshire;  but, 
having  "  made  shipwreck  of  faith  and  a  good  conscience,"  she 
married  into  the  army,  and  left  hrr  native  country  about  four  vears 
before,  since  which  time  she  said  she  had  never  heard  a  Gospel 
sermon  until  that  day.  While  she  sobbed  as  if  her  heart  would 
break,  she  exclaimed,  "  I  am  the  barren  fig-tree,  and  deserve  to 
be  cut  down  as  a  cumberer  of  the  groand."  I  endeavoured  to 
point  her  to  the  Saviour ;  and,  whilst  we  were  engaged  in  fervent 
prayer  on  her  behalf,  she  received  a  measure  of  consolation  at 
the  hands  of  God.  I  only  saw  her  once  again  after  this ;  it 
was  at  the  soldiers'  encampment  on  the  field  of  battle ;  and  I 
embraced  the  op|)ortunity  of  again  exhorting  ber  to  look  to 
Jesus,  when  she  expressed  her  full  determination  to  serve  the 
Lord. 

On  another  occasion,  I  observed  an  aged  white  man  in  the 
congregation,  listening  with  eager  attention  to  the  word  of  life, 
while  tears  of  joy  rolled  down  bis  furrowed  cheeks.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  service,  he  came  up  to  me,  and  expressed  his 

gratitude  for  being  permitted  once  more  to  worship  with  the 
people  of  God.  llv  also  fervently  prayed  that  the  Lord  might 
bless  my  labours  in  that  dark  corner  of  the  earth.  This  was  a 
pious  old  sailor,  belonging  to  one  of  the  ships  of  war  in  the 
harbour,  who  had  thus  mca.surcd  his  steps  to  the  sanctuary  of 
Jehovah  as  soon  as  he  was  allowed  to  come  on  phore.  Thus 
was  I  occasionally  cliecrcd  in  my  labours,  whilst  toiling  as  a 
lonely  Missionary  in  this  intere^tiug  but  long  neglected  part  of 
the  world. 
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AI)out  this  lime  a  tnt;Iancholy  instauce  of  shipwreck  occunrd 
on  the  leeward  coast.  The  ship  '*  Nonral,"  on  her  pass4i|:e  I'roa 
Kimt.ind  to  Cape  Coast,  ftruck  upon  a  ret>f  of  rocks,  nud  was 
dofthcd  to  pieces.  The  passcngets  and  crew  took  to  the  l>oat% 
some  of  whom  landed  on  the  op|K»8ite  shore,  and,  nooording  to 
report,  wen  immediitdj  matMcred  by  the  Mr«ge  nativn^ 
wbiUt  the  pthcn,  nfter  being  cxpoied  to  the  mott  iraoiioeas 
danger  for  three  day*  and  three  ntghta,  reached  the  Gambm» 
and  were  Mved.  The  boat  in  whieh  they  eicaped  entertd  the 
harbour  one  efening,  juit  before  one  of  the  mott  awful  thnndef^ 
storma  that  I  ever  witneieed.  Had  they  been  detained  but  om 
hour  longer  ootaide  the  harboor,  it  appeared  uttcri^  impoMblo 
that  any  of  them  oould  have  escaped  a  watery  grave.  The 
colonists  manifested  the  warmest  sympathy  for  the  unfortunate 
ijitiividuaU  vviiQ  ihua  IvUiJcd  at  >t.  MunV.  Aaioii^:  the  sufTtTcrs 
tlifre  were  a  hiily  nnd  a  crcntU  ni.tii,  u!;  *  wvn-  kimily  received 
uuki  cutcrtaiiH (1  ;il  llitj  (jovrriiuu  iit  houst".  The  i'ur;iit»r»  thous^h 
in  u  state  ol  gital  exhaustipn  she  lamini,  mmu  re^ati.ad 

htT  strrn^i^th,  and  rtturnrtl  lo  ilii^l  intl;  but  tiie  latter,  uotuith* 
staiuling  the  aire  nnd  attention  be:iU)ii'ed  upon  \\im,  fell  n  virtim 
to  the  injuries  he  had  tustoiued  ^  and  1  had  to  pt-rfonn  the 
melaucboiy  duty  of  oommitting  hie  mnaint  to  the  aikat  toodi^ 
in  n  land  of  stmiigers. 

bhorly  after  the  termination  of  the  Mandingo  war,  we  had  a 
Tiflit  from  an  Afriean  traveller,  Mr.  Coolthurst,  who  had  juat 
arrived  firom  England,  In  company  with  a  youthful  eompaaioo, 
intending  to  penetiate  into  the  interior,  after  the  ciample  of 
Mungo  Park  and  otheia.  The  yomg  man  loon  grow  tired  of 
Africa,  and  pmdenlly  letnmed  home  by  the  firat  veiael  whidi 
sailed  for  Earopc.  while  Mr.  CouUhnrvt  leaolved  to  proceed 
alone.  This  ^entlrman  entertained  peculiar  views  With  regaid  lo 
th«*  ir«»ocrraphy  of  (  ontnil  Africa.  From  the  circorattaoee  thai 
Ht  fo  !  >iuA  menliuus  <mly  one  great  rivvr  in  Africa,  he  had 
iuihibcil  the  notion  that  the  Ni»tr  «inJ  Ihr  NUe  were  connected 
bv  sorac  nivstrriou^  and  undiscovcmi  ciuuuel.  Tlu-  l.uiiii ta 
having  ditrovcrvd  the  months  of  the  Nij^vr,  this  travukr  j-ra- 
]K>9e<l  to  n»CK;nd  that  rivir  in  n  canoe,  trace  it«  foniirxi^n  wiih 
the  Sik,  down  which  he  intended  to  sail  to  the  Mcditcrraiican* 
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and  return  to  England  with  iaureU  such  ns  his  predecesam  had 
never  von.  Though  hU  resources  were  limited,  his  expecta- 
tions were  very  sanguine.  He  produced  a  map  of  Africa,  now 
before  me,  on  which  he  had  traced  ihe^  outlines  of  his  theoiy ; 
and  no  argument  could  oouyince  him  of  the  faUacy  of  hia 
reasoning.  Hia  kst  night  at  the  Gambia  was  spent  with  us  at 
the  Mission-House;  and,  finding  him  still  determined  toproceed^ 
we  commended  him  to  God  in  prayer  before  we  retired  to  rest. 
The  next  day  he  took  his  departure  for  the  Bight  of  15eniu» 
baTing  obtained  a  passage  on  board  a  British  man-of-war.  A 
few  montlis  afterwards  we  beard  that  poor  jSlr.  Coulthurst 
asccjuled  one  of  the  rivers,  was  taken  ill  wiih  fever,  returned  to 
the  man-of-war,  and  died  iu  a  few  days,  li;ivitig  sciircely  entered 
upon  the  project  he  hnd  so  vuiidy  iinui^ined. 

We  were  next  favoured  wilh  a  visit  from  the  Bev.  Melville 
B.  Cox,  an  American  Missionary  couiiectcd  with  the  Methodist 
Ijpiscopnl  Church,  who  was  on  his  way  to  JJb^rin,  in  a  vessel 
called  the  "  Jupiter."    He  remained  with  us  a  week  or  ten 
day?,  and  appeared  much  pleased  bi^th  with  the  country  and 
our  Mission.   He  was  a  pious,  devoted,  and  intelligent  Minister^ 
possessinjr  the  genuine  missiooary  spirit ;  but  he  was  of  a  deli- 
cate, feel)le  constitution,  and  not  at  all  adapted  for  the  hard- 
ships of  missionary  life  in  a  West  African  diouite,  in  mj 
opinion.  There  were  also  on  board  the  **  Jupiter  "  a  number  of 
coloured  emigrants,  several  of  « horn  were  pious  persons,  and 
who  came  on  shore  once  or  twice  to  worship  with  us  at  St. 
Mary's.  Our  native  members  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  this 
servant  of  Christ  and  His  people ;  and  on  their  departure  they 
were  followed  by  many  fervent  prayers  for  their  success.  Mr. 
Goz  was  the  first  American  Methodist  Missionary  sent  to 
Liberia.    He  was  possessed  of  enlarged  views  and  {enthusiastic 
fceliMi;s  in  reference  to  the  work  in  which  he  was  about  to 
en^ngi; ;  and  talked  fairiiliarly  of  planting  one  ^lission  at  Sego, 
and  another  at  Timhnctoo,  on  (he  banks  of  the  Nij^er.    But  iiis 
course  was  soon  run.     He  had  only  been  in  AiVica  a  few 
months,  and  had  scnroely  mnrkrd  out  In's  plans  of  usffuhiess, 
when  be  was  called  to  his  reward.*    When  the  intelligence  of 

*  The  Rtv.  M.  B.  Cox  thm  recorded  his  views  of  the  place  and  of  the 
State  of  the  Mituoa  whea  1m  vititsil  the  Gambits  and  being  the  testimony 
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his  dentil  reached  ibc  Gambia,  wc  felt  much  nficcied  ;  and  irm 
obUgf'd  to  fall  back  once  more  on  the  divinely-inspired  dedm- 
iioD,  "Shall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  eurth  do  right?  '* 

During  the  lett  jratrof  our  residence  at  the  (tambk,  I  visited 
several  places  on  thfi  auiiuland,  in  the  neighbourhood  oC  SU 
Mary's,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  obtaiiiiiig  informaiion  rebtite  to  tbo 
people  and  the  eountiy,  pivpaiatoiy  to  the  tntrodoctioii  of  tbn 
<3oepel  into  thoae  dUtrkta,  ao  soon  aa  aeaaa  sboiild  be  avail* 
able  for  that  purpoae.  Mj  attention  was  first  directed  to  Capt 
SL  Uaiy's,  the  moat  wettern  poini  of  land  on  tbe  aouthcni 
bank  of  the  Gambia.  It  fonna  an  elevated  pnMnontoiy,  tba 
base  of  which  is  washed  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  I  act  out  Ibr 
this  place  one  momtng,  aocompanied  by  my  friend  Cbarlea 
Grant,  Ksq.  We  Imd  a  pleasant  ride  along  the  Ix-ach  for  about 
three  milc«,  till  wc  came  to  the  Ovstcr  Creek,  u  lu  it:  .ni.ii*- 
ing  iiicidtoit  occurred,  though  it  was  tiie  oivasiuu  of  moic  iiille 

iot  •  ttiaagv,  feond  saMMg  his  papen  aflar  Us  dseasie,  awl  pallMbtd  hf 
h]sfriaiaamAmmc%ttwUlb«nadwithialcrcst.  Bathantisa  bcMti- 
Ibl  Httle  village  oa  the  toath  of  On  Biw  QaaUa.  It  b  a  pbea  of  eaa» 
aidcrdile  trade,  and  inu-t  i  't'matcly  bccvrae  oac  of  grrat  comDiritMl  bltcr- 
4St.  The  canx'  of  the  Uiiieenirr  hcrv  ii  yet  iu  it-  i  .f-^nry  ;  but  t  fMoj 
1^un«Uti<>n,  I  trn*t,  :«  Viyirr  TTh  eoufidroce  of  the  nativt*  in  if*  r^rrl- 
Irncy  r^n\  ihiy  uirrouiug.  aru]  <  lirislianity  evitlentlr  ^""rlfh.iii  i.  J.iin.y 
in  Ihi  iiiua  tli.it  justify  ttti:  Ityj*  of  (creat  iijt:ii,.it<;  ^ucci**-  lU:  U«.». 
h'Sau  MiB«iuu  i>  uoiujc  KcU.  The  kioiioa  it  untltr  tbt  cluix^  of  tlie  Rev. 
W.  Moktcr,  a  davoCcJ  armat  Chnat.  He  hat  cndaicd  hit  tw  jreva* 
taO  whh  ht  better  hrsHk  ihaa  ha  ci|«etel  Sercral  hare  Wcb  aMcd  to 
Us  charge  the  last  vmt,  aad  he  has  aw  sheet  sightj  aaiive  esausaaieaato. 
At  MMrty's  bhnd  thk  Mitiiiiii  hm  aaelhcr  ataikia,  mm  wmAtt  lha 
eharfs  af  a  Nathra  Pitadbir,  who  promigaa  graat  tuccrM  to  the  rhurrh/* 
It)  rrfcrciiea  to  ihc  Mifoiua  grntnlly.  he  Myt.  **It  mu»t  uf  ncccteity,  mtk 
the  bk-iAiu;;  of  (»i>J,  (Acrt  A  mighty  iiiilocucf  on  the  wildi  rncM  of  Africm. 
The  w-hiiol  at  Hf»Hor*t  far  cXfrtxlttl  my  rx|»erUlioti»,  t  utlrr  tlif  f»v«?fr!T»i5 
carr  uf  b«  (h  Mf.  Mr*,  ^flfl»tr^.  who  havr  taken  a  (irep  tuUit^L  la 
iostnirlicm  the  leholari.  it  rrfatri  the  pitiful  tiaadcr  that  the  tla^k  man, 
«adtraiMlar  fumalBaew.isiBiMarui  tttaOSct  to  thaaUt^  Uamf^ 
tlmm  imi  wuh  projmctj  sad  CMS  the  Esfihah  aad  JaOoff.  aad  ipaah  lha 
oac  alaoti  aa  awO  aa  tbe  athcr.  They  vrita  ««0,  rsid  «cU»  aod  eaaiaiit 
adminUy.  Oar  Wr«ky*a  WtiKnu  L«tc  kho«a  their  «itMki«i  ia  wirrtiag 
fhia  aa  a  ;  <';ut  of  oiural  tforx  Um  Wc»tiTn  Africa  1  nj<^i(-r  tkat  aspimcrfhl 
a  lam  b  fuaad  hcn."^-*  taMUM  «r  tha  Bev.  M.  Jk  Us. ' 
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iDOonTenienee  to  us.  On  Teaching  the  bank  of  the  stream,  we 

dismounted,  intending  that  our  horses  should  swim,  one  on 
either  side  of  the  canoe,  into  which  we  entered.  We  proceeded 
very  comfortably,  until  my  pony  seemed  inclined  to  surpass  \is 
in  speed.  Not  wishing  to  check  him  in  his  progress,  I  incauti- 
ously gnvc  liim  the  rein,  lioping  to  avail  myself  of  his  services 
on  tlie  otiier  side;  but  the  sni^acious  little  fellow  no  sooner 
found  himself  at  liberty,  than  he  turned  directly  round,  nnd 
s^vam  back  to  the  siiore  we  had  just  left.  After  making  several 
attempts  to  induce  him  to  cross,  but  without  success,  T  sent 
bim  borne  by  a  Negro  boy  who  had  accompanied  us  thus  far, 
and  my  friend  and  I  continned  onr  journey  with  one  hoxae, 
"Walking  and  riding  alternately. 

About  ten  o'clock  A.M.,  we  came  to  Brikow,  the  Mandingo 
town  near  the  Cape.  According  to  African  etiquette,  we  went 
immediately  to  pay  onr  respects  to  the  Alcaide,  or  Headman* 
whom  we  found  sitting  on  a  mat  at  the  door  of  his  hut,  busily 
engaged  in  cutting  tobacco  leaves  into  fine  shreds,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drying  them  in  the  sun  to  make  into  snuff,  an  enor* 
mous  quantity  of  which  be  was  in  the  habit  of  using.  Fastened 
to  his  side  he  bad  a  snuff-box,  made  of  pieces  of  hollow  bam* 
boo  cane,  beautifully  carved.  Attached  to  the  lid  there  was  an 
ivory  spoon,  by  which  he  conveyed  the  precious  powder  to  his 
ext('!i(!c(l  nostrils.  This  is  the  usual  mode  of  taking  snuff  in 
Africa.  It  is  also  often  used  for  rubbing  the  teeth,  and  gives 
them  a  penrly  whiteness.  The  old  Alcaide  had,  nevertheless, 
a  very  veiu  rnble  appearance.  He  wore  a  long  beard,  which, 
■with  his  curly  locks,  was  ns  white  as  wool.  His  dress  con- 
sisted of  a  pang  throwu  rouiul  his  waist,  a  red  woollen  cap  on 
his  head,  and  a  few  greegrees  hung  round  his  neck  and  arms. 
In  conversation  he  was  free  and  affable,  and  (  xpressed  himself 
US  wiUing  to  send  his  elnldren,  should  a  Mission  school  be 
established  in  the  neighbourhood.  We  then  walked  through 
the  town,  which  is  rather  extensive.  In  its  centre  stands  the 
mosque,  built  of  mud  and  thatched  with  grass,  as  are  most  of 
the  huts  in  the  plad*  Near  the  town  we  saw  a  large  trap  for 
catching  lions,  leopards,  tigers,  hymnas,  and  other  wild  animalsj 
which  abound  in  this  district.  This  contrivance  is  veiy  oom^ 
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ttoii  lA  Afrioa.  The  tnp  it  oo&ttnieled  on  Uie  principle  of  la 
oidiiiarjr  wire  moote-tiep,  end  ii  oompoied  of  a  nambflr  of 
ttmng  stakes,  filed  in  the  ground  tn  a  drcnlar  form*  leaving  n 
narrow  entrance,  the  bait  being  placed  in  the  inside.  Whea 
the  animal  has  once  entered,  ii  cannot  escape ;  and  the  nativet 
snrronnd  the  cage  in  the  morning,  and  easily  destraj  their 
TtcUm  with  their  iriiiis. 

About  half  a  mile  from  Brikowr  there  is  a  ttonc  bnildinjj,  two 
stories  Lij^li,  crcrted  by  Govemrueut  on  the  promontory  focinjj 
the  Atlnntic,  as  a  place  resort  for  convaU>ornt  offictrs  and 
iiierrhant>5,  u  Id  iiii;jht  iifrd  a  chuw^e  of  air  in  the  -ickiv  sea*on. 
It  a)j)M.-iirs  to  l)c  urll  ndiDted  for  (hi*  puqxjw,  being  siluuud 
r>v.  n  {waiitihilly  ele^uttd  situation,  um\  t^inmandiug  a  fine  set 
\  .  At  tb<'  time  <  f  <uir  vmf,  V.mxwcT,  tbe  bouse  mm  in  a 
very  clilajiid  iteil  condilian.  To  tlit$  plarc  wr  wcvr  follow rvl  hy 
a  number  of  nativi^s,  who  suppbed  us  with  milk  and  epj?*,  and 
who  contintjf^fl  bf^ijiiiff,  as  usual,  f^r  every  thing  they  saw, 
although  they  bad  been  well  paid  for  the  articles  we  purchased 
of  them. 

Having  taken  some  refreshment,  and  gatrd  for  some  time 
with  feelings  of  del^bt  upon  the  vast  ocran,  as  its  rolling 
billows  broke  on  the  rocky  beach  beneath  the  eminence  oa 
which  wo  stood,  we  walked  nbont  three  miles  throngfa  the 
neighbouring  forest  to  visit  the  hemp  farm,'*  an  experimental 
enterprise  of  the  Gambia  Agncultonl  Society.^'  Kmbosocaed 
in  the  wood  we  found  a  neat  Uttk  T^lh^te,  inhabited  by  libersted 
AGneana.  The  men  were  labouring  with  some  measure  of  sn^ 
eess  in  cuhiirating  the  hemp,  which  is  an  imlii^emini  plant  io 
that  c  untr)'.  On  returninjj  to  tht-  Cupt-,  1  saw  the  remains  of 
a  plf^uajh,  and  other  nj;rictiltuml  implement^,  Kiu^  iu  'Au  ^r.iss, 
which  had  b*''cn  brouizht  thtre  by  some  members  of  tho  i?ocicly 
of  Friend*,  ulio  m.hiran  unsuccessful  attempt,  seveml  vcars  ««jo, 
to  iutrtxluce  the  arts  of  civiiiieJ  hk  Aiooug  this  peopk.*  The 

*  Ikit  p.hilADthi'ap-i^  alUuj>pt  Ui  b4.Mi.ut  lite  Ntj^fu  rAiV-  wa*  uuUc  aU^S 
tbc  jror  16i3,  hj  s  Comiuiice  of  tht  Society  of  l'>troil».  WdUini  Siiigk* 
taa,  BMaid  SmUk,  aai  Jsha  TVmipmi  «a4  kit  wifr,  m  nut  eat  in 
MfMqr  frilk  If  rt  KilkuD,  wU  kiia  jimiemlly  CMtlerAftte, 
la  tUi  cssik  m  in  minr  dhM^  tkt  gnat  Iviiv  It  sassBM  wm  Iht  ciMai^ 
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bem^  far  ypent,  we  now  set  ont  on  our  return  to  Bathnrst,* 
re-crossed  the  Oyster  Creek  without  nrach  diffieulty,  and  reached 
home  about  eight  o'clock  p.m.,  much  interested  with  the 
excursion,  and  with  ^n  impression  that  the  situation  of  Brikow 
^a«  favonrahlo  for  a  Mission  station,  when  circumstances 
-would  allow  us  to  extend  our  labours  in  that  direction. 

Mv  next  visit  to  the  mainland  was  to  a  place  called  Dnranka, 
situated  on  the  southern  side  of  tbc  river,  above  St.  Afar\''s,  and 
in  tlie  territory  of  the  Kini^  of  Coinba.  On  Monday,  the  15th 
of  April,  1833,  at  the  kind  invitation  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  God- 
dard,  .Mrs.  Cloister  and  T  partook  luncheon  at  their  residence 
In  "Bnthnrst,  in  company  with  his  Excellency  Governor  Kciulnll, 
and  a  f.  w  other  friends  ;  we  then  took  a  Jarsjc  canoe,  and,  after 
a  deli'^riitful  sail  of  about  three  hours,  entered  the  creek  It  adin* 
to  Mr.  Joiner's  farm,  where  we  arrived  about  sunset.  The 
ioenery  on  eveiy  hand  was  truly  delightful ;  and  we  were  much 

The  two  femak'd  were  the  only  persona  of  tliis  pa«rty  who  lived  to  rttuni  tu 
EufdtiDd;  their  eomptnions  havinn;  died  a  few  months  after  thdr  nrrival  in 
Africa.  Mrs.  Kilbam  continued  to  Ttslt  the  ootst  for  eeveral  years  after- 
wards;  sad  lier  IsVourt  in  •QperintendtnK  eehools  and  other  beoevolcnt 
mifffifmmU  were  made  a  great  bleuiag  ia  Siem  Leone  tad  other  places. 
In  ihe  kiticlncss  of  her  heart,  she  took  under  her  care  Sandancc,  from 
Goree.  and  Mahmadee,  from  the  Gamhia,  whom  she  met  in  London,  whithrr 
thoy  hud  pone  as  rnmraon  ^nilor.'*.  She  Cilucatod  these  Npsto  yoiitli'',  with 
the  hopp  that  they  ruicrht  he  useful  to  tlicir  fellow  counfrynien  on  their 
rchir'i  to  Africa,  by  impart  in?  to  thera  tlie  kuowtpdErc  whieh  thoy  hnd  thus 
acquir  ed.  But  I  regret  to  state  that  these  anticiptions  were  disaiUMiiutcd 
"by  the  return  of  these  natives,  soon  afterwards,  to  eli  tiie  hetfbenuh  prac> 
iiees  to  whlek  they  had  heea  fermerl  j  addicted ;  proving  to  a  demonetrBtion 
tiiat  nothing  but  the  graoe  of  God  eta  ebaago  the  hwrtt  and  thet  aothieg 
bnt  the  Ooepd  of  oar  Lord  Jesiu  Chriet  can  prepare  the  mj  for  true  eiviU- 
/rxtion.  In  the  ^ear  1832  I  saw  Makmadcc  in  the  interior.  He  had  then 
become  a  MoharamedaOt  and  was  attired  in  his  native  dress,  and  decorated 
with  ^^rep^^■«»«,  the  same  as  ihp  rest  of  his  sable  brethren.  lie  retired  at  niy 
approach,  as  if  conscious  of  his  iugratitn'l*'  und  sin  ;  hut  I  followed  him  into  the 
hmh,  nnd  remonstrated  with  him,  and  implored  him  to  turn  to  the  Ix)nl.  Mrs. 
Kiiham  died  at  sea,  in  the  course  of  the  same  year,  while  on  her  passage 
"bom  Liberia  to  Sienrn  Leone,  whither  she  had  been  in  portnit  of  the  blessed 
-worit  whieh  was  ao  dear  to  her  heirt.  TUi  mdeaeholy  emt  oeenrred 
ahortlx  after  the  had  written  to  me  a  reij  gratifying  letter  lespectiog  onr 
^aehools  at  the  Ganbiti  hi  which  she  took  a  livdj  interest* 
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amused  with  the  aportive  gain^iols  of  the  monki  \  as  ihcy  m&m 
leaping  and  chriftiTing  among  the  trees  in  ereiy  directioo.  Om 
the  npproacii  of  night  wc  retired  to  rest  in  a  rude  habitation 
built  of  bamboo  eaiiea ;  bat  sleep  was  qnite  oni  of  the  question* 
in  confleqneooe  of  the  swarms  of  mosquitoes  which  infetlcd  the 
plaoft*  When  at  home,  we  defended  onnelves  in  some  meaavre 
from  the  attnga  of  those  troublesome  insects  by  having  the  bed 
fumiahed  with  a  net  curtab,  which  we  let  down  and  tu^ed  ia 
e?eiy  night,  after  having  fanned  out  every  buning  inlmder 
with  a  towel.  In  the  present  instance,  however^  we  were  left 
without  nny  defcnee ;  and  were  doomed  to  spend  a  skepleaa 
Dight»  bein;;  engaged  in  a  eoostant  but  uselm  combat  with 
our  little  enemies. 

We  urosu  early  next  moniincr,  and  took  a  mmble  on  the 
nciL:lilMiuriii;4  lulls,  hum  vviucU  we  luid  a  tlMnuiug  prv'»[>i  ct. 
\\l  Uitu  set  out  for  T4in4in,  a  place  nljout  two  miles  hum 
])aranka,  wlitic  Un  (iovcuioi  luul  lorau  J  a  iiuujIht  of  hbtratcU. 
Afnruns,  and  comnuiurd  a  brick  aianufnetor^',  as  nn  indus^ 
trial  eSkpcriim  nt  ff  r  i1m  ir  benefit.  The  path  Iny  throu|;U  n 
LTov*'  of  loftv  lret}«,  which  I'oraud  a  beautiful  shhdv  a\«  iiuo. 
Un  arriving  at  thr  appointed  place,  wc  joined  the  Orvcmor 
and  a  lur^  P*^J  ^  friends,  aud  we  took  bnakfa^t  tn^utheriA 
a  shady  bower,  prepared  with  considerable  taste  for  the  ooca* 
aion.  During  the  day.  we  inspected  the  brick  works  :  an  !  write 
much  pleased  with  the  evidenres  which  wc  beheld  of  the 
industry  and  success  of  the  people  in  this  new  department  of 
labour.  In  the  aiWrnoon,  we  walked  about  a  mile  to  see  n 
beautiful  Utile  stream  of  running  water,  a  sight  which  we  had  nd 
before  witnessed  during  our  residence  in  Africa,  and  whieh  re- 
minded US  of  the  charming  rivnkta  in  onr  native  land.  On 
retoraing  to  Daranka,  wc  embarked  for  St.  Mary*s;  where 
we  arrived  before  dark,  having  been  mudi  ddightcd  with  oar 
exenrsion. 

In  addition  to  the  mnfinfsrturr  of  brii  ki^,  the  cultivatiofi  of 
hemp,  and  other  industrial  pursuits,  inriilrntally  roewlioned  as 
indicative  ot'  ihc  pr»;;re**  of  civ  ,li/.aiion  at  the  G.aubui.  I  isuiv 
ob«KTve  that  n]>ir'nirnls  have  hern  mndc  lu  ihe  growth  ,i<;d 
cuilivaiiuu  of  iudi^u,  cottou,  sugv,  aud  tobacco,  with  tome 
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degppee  of  saooess,  and  should  Ibe  climate  become  more  bealthj 
by  the  clearing  of  tbe  land,  these  prodactions^  with  many  other 
valoable  articles,  might  soon  become  important  items  in  the 
exports  of  a  oounlry  possessing  a  soil  so  peculiarly  fertile. 
The  natives  iDcinifest  considerable  aptitude  in  the  acquirement  of 
mechanical  arts ;  and  by  proper  instruction  they  would  doubt- 
leas  make  rapid  advancement  in  tvcry  branch  of  useful  know- 
ledge. Experience  has  proved,  however,  that  no  effort  for  their 
tempornl  benefit  will  be  of  permanent  advanlage  without  a  due 
regard  to  the  elevatino^  tniths  of  Christianity. 

On  Snturday,  the  25th  of  May,  1833,  the  Missionaries  nnd 
their  wives,  just  arrived  from  Enprland,  nei:ompanied  us  to 
Barra  Point,  the  scene  of  the  late  Mandiugo  war.  Previous  to 
our  departure  we  took  breakfast,  by  invitation,  with  J.  I.  S. 
Vinden,  Esq.,  a  rsspectable  merchant  at  Batburst,  and  son  of 
the  edeb rated  en^^YCT  of  the  same  name  in  London,  who  had 
kindly  offered  to  faTour  ns  with  a  trip  across  the  river  in  his 
little  cutter.  After  a  pleasant  sail  of  about  an  hour  we  rsached 
the  opposite  shore.  We  rested  for  a  short  time,  and  then» 
learing  the  ladies  at  ?ort  Bullon,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Dots^  and 
I,  walked  up  with  Mr.  Tinden  to  Tassou,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  our  respects  to  King  Bruma.  The  ground  oyer  which 
we  passed,  and  the  trees  on  either  hand,  bore  erident  marks  of 
the  late  contest.  We  ibund  the  town  still  surrounded  by  a 
strong  stockade,  through  which  we  entered  by  a  narrow  door. 
After  passing  through  several  dirty,  narrow  streets,  we  came  to 
the  entrance  of  tlie  royal  residence.  It  was  a  square  tower,  built 
of  raud,  the  interior  of  which  was  a  kind  of  hall,  haviufr  the  walls 
ornamented  with  various  figures  rudely  carved  and  painted.  I 
also  observed  in  tliis  ronm  a  few  common  F,n!2;lish  prints,  among 
which  were  the  portrait:^  of  Wellington  nii<l  otlicr  Tnen  of  renown. 
Aft^r  waiting  for  some  time  in  this  place,  wc  were  conducted 
through  a  courtyard  to  an  ordinary  mud-walled  hut,  on  entering 
which  we  were  introduced  at  once  to  the  King.  His  sable  M^esty 
was  not  seated  upon  a  throne,  but  reclining  upon  a  couch,  in  a 
state  of  beastly  into \irnf  ion.  With  the  assistancB  of  his  Coun* 
cillors  he  raised  himself  up  to  receifa  ns  with  true  African 
aliqiiette.  He  was  not  capable  of  much  conversation ;  and  wo 
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had  not  l>ecn  long  in  liis  presence  before  I  saw  him  put  his 
hand  uudyr  the  couch,  nud  take  out  an  old  English  tea  kettle. 
This  was  the  Kinir's  decanter,  in  wliirli  he  Lr[)t  his  rum.  He 
first  drank  out  oi  Lin    put  lum^elf,  and  tluMi  poured  a  (pi.inlity 
*'\  i\\c  "fire-water'    mt  i  a  calabash,  and  ofTered  it  to  \\i>  .  but 
we  respeotfull)  declined  tiie  Farour.     Ue  uere  soon  surrounded 
by  several  of  the  King's  wives  and  Councillors,  and  a  number 
of  naked  children,  b^ging  for  rum.    The  calabash  was  handed 
lound  among  them,  and  thiy  drank  freely,  as  if  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  this  kind  of  bevcnge.    We  attempted  to    plain  to 
Ihe  Kini!^  t!u>  object  of  our  Mission  to  Africa,  which  he  |iio- 
JKMnmd  to  be    ? eiy  good,"  wbilat  in  nnlitj  he  aeemed  to 
Dotiiuig  aboat  it.  On  our  dcptrCnra  he  niede  ns  e  picaeni 
of  n  latge  caiabeah  of  bonegr,  and  in  Ktnm  we  gave  him  a  fev 
*pieeea  of  tUfer.  Thia  did  not  appear  to  aatiaiy  him,  hoirem ; 
§ot  he  begged  for  eveiTthiiig  he  aav  abool  na,  even  for  a  pm- 
Joufe  which  we  had  oecaaion  to  nae  in  hia  preseooe.  At  length 
we  took  our  leave  of  the  old  King»  thoioughly  disgusted  with 
•oeh  a  epedmen  of  African  togratty,  and  deeply  impreated  with 
the  moral  degradation  of  thoae  who  have  never  been  favoured 
with  the  li«jhl  of  the  Gospel. •    On  n turning  to  Fort  Bullon, 
we  emliai  ik(  li  lor  St.  Marv's,  where  we  ..;;»u  (l  ht  fore  sunMrt : 
&lid  after  diiiiier  we  !»j>enl  n  pleasant  exriiiiijj  with  our  Iiii  nd  Mr. 
Grant,  ill  r«li(|^ious  uud  general  conrersatiou,  as  wc  had  odea 
done  helure 

About  this  time  I  retvtveii  the  following  letter  from  ibc  lief. 
Dr.  Townlev,  who  had  rte- mU  n  tired  from  the  olbee  of  Mis- 
aionary  Secretar)*,  but  who  itiil  felt  a  det^p  interest  in  the 
proaperitj  of  the  work  of  God  in  fore^  lands.  I  have  pleasure 
in  placing  it  on  itrorfl,  not  only  beeaoae  of  the  relation  it  been 
to  the  blessed  work  in  which  i  was  engaged*  bat  alao  aa  an 
intererting  relic  of  «  dear  senront  of  God»  who  waa  aeon  after* 
Wilde  called  to  reat  from  hia  labonn 

•  8aaaallar«aranMhilmM«thMi«fthaMhorthaflUKi^ 
Hr— a    Aaaaff^iH  ^  tht  aaeoaats  m%  nmhtti  of  tkis  rrr&t,  kc  art 
with  an  nntimrlj  cod.    HU  ptopW  h«ag  weary  of  liift  rule,  aod  of  bii  Aim 
Isle  life,  thcj  fell  opoD  him  asd  bwmmmI  hiai  ia  hii  hil,  aaA  hii  aoa 
wmiiiii  kto  as  Kkg  of  ikrra. 
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"Bamsoats,  Kbnt,  February  188S. 
Mt  dxaeBrotbib,— WheD  your  Idnd  present  of  thelU  and 
nanntcripts  am?ed«  I  was  soffcnn^  froni  a  scTcre  illnsss^  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  render  my  recovery  exceedingly  doubtful, — an 
illness  evidently  brought  on  by  anxiety  and  ovcr-ex^rtion, 
having  been  first  affected  with  it  at  the  close  of  ray  Pa*si(lent- 
-ship  at  the  Leeds  Conference  j  but  from  which  I  had,  1  hoped, 
partially  recovered.  It  is  now  a  year  since  it  returned  with  so 
much  vioifuce  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  me  to  relinqnisU 
active  duties  ;  and  at  tiie  last  Conference  I  was  compelled,  by 
nay  debilitated  .state,  to  yield  to  sit  down  as  Supernumerary 
Preacher.  Contrary  to  all  human  expectation  I  still  survive, 
and  appear,  though  slowly^  to  convalesce,  whilst  my  esteemed 
brethren,  Messrs,  Watson  and  James,  have  both  been  called 
away  by  death  since  the  Conference;  besides  Dr.  Adam  OlarkSy 
Mr.  T.  Staidey,  Mr.  Storey,  and  many  others;  in  all  seventeen. 
'This  is  the  Lord's  doing;*  and  it  is  cause  of  astonishment 
Hiaia  wliilst  others  more  likely  for  life  are  called  away,  I  am 
spared.   O  tliat  it  may  be  for  His  gloiy ! 

"  I  hope  you  and  Mrs.  Moister  are  both  wdl,  and  doing  welL 
I  am  sincerely  obliged  to  you  for  the  shells  and  manuscripts* 
Unfortunately,  I  do  not  understand  Arabic ;  and  will  therefore 
lhank  yon  to  give  me  the  particnlais  of  their  contents,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  came  into  your  possession.  I  am  aware 
that  some  of  the  Alohatninedans  can  read  Arabic,  and  possess 
4he  Psalms,  as  well  ;is  the  Koran,  in  that  haiguage.  J3y  wlioiii 
were  the  manuscripts  written?  and  are  such  manuscripts  m 
great  repute  among  the  people  ?  I  shuil  be  obliged  by  any  par- 
ticulars you  can  give  me  of  the  character,  habits,  and  customs 
•  of  tlic  native  tribes  around  you.  I  shall  also  thank  you  for  any 
information  relative  to  the  productions  of  the  country, — animal, 
Tej^etable,  and  mineral, — and  for  any  remarks  on  the  soil  and 
•climate.  Do  you  know  much  about  the  colony  of  Liberia,  and 
the  progress  it  is  making  ?  How  are  Cupidou  and  Sallah  get- 
ting on?  Arc  they  efficient  helps  ?  Do  the  schools  prosper? 
How  are  th€y  doing  in  Sierra  Leone?  I  rejoice  that  your 
labonrs  haTO  not  been  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  Be  assured  thai 
yott  and  ICrs.  Moister  are  not  forgotten  by  us  at  the  throne  of 
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gneo.  With  my  kind  love  to  jcm  both,  in  wludi  I  am  joinetf 
by  my  dm  wife,  I  am 

Tom  ailBciioDatdy, 

JAma  Tomfur.** 

«  To  Rev.  Moider:* 

I  had  ^rrnt  plfasure  in  forwartlin<;  to  the  Tcncnible  Doctor 
such  iiifoniiatiou  as  I  coulU  collect  on  the  various  suhjtrt?  iq 
which  lie  inanifpstofi  n\oh  a  lively  interest :  but,  before  my  com- 
iimuicntioii  reached  Enixland,  he  had  been  called  to  his  reward 
in  heaven.  I  nwivcd,  however,  an  affectionate  aeknowledLrmcnt 
from  his  bereaved  widow ;  who  expressed  herself  a-*  synijia- 
thizing  sinoerely  with  her  dear  deported  husband,  in  bis  enmest 
deaife  to  promote  tbe  extmion  of  the  kiogdom  of  Chriat  in 
heathen  lands. 

About  tiro  montha  after  the  arrifal  of  the  MiaMonariet  and 
their  wtrea,  who  were  aent  oat  to  rdiere  na,  a  fiifombla 
opportnnity  pieaented  Kaelf  for  onr  ictnm  to  England ;  and  wo 
prepared  for  our  departure.  Though  veiy  weak  and  debOttated 
hj  the  effccCa  of  the  etimate,  and  the  repeated  attaeka  of  hitx 
throagh  which  we  had  been  called  to  peas,  we  felt  tmlj  thank- 
fol  to  oor  hnvenly  Father  that  we  had  been  spared  in  the  hmd 
of  the  livi  ii-,  whilst  so  many  hnd  faBeo.  On  T^Msday  erening. 
the  iSth  of  June.  1833,  I  preiiche<l  for  the  last  time  at  Batbnrst, 
to  a  erowded  and  dixpK  affected  t\>iii;ieL:alion.  Several  wept 
alotid  ;  and  it  war*  with  j:reat  tlitlirultv  that  1  continued  the 
r\irei-r^.  At  tlu-  rl.K^e  of  the  P<rvi(v  the  people  crowded 
around  the  Mis-ion-H  Hi>f.  and  seemed  utiwillint^  to  le.ive  till 
we  iliforiu'-d  them  t::at  •»(  \  end  diij*  w  ould  elapse  before  wc. 
sboultl  take  our  departure^  m  the  rorir'^e  of  whirh  they  would 
hmxt  tin  oppt)Ttunity  of  seeing  us  again.  The  rtrmaining  p^  rii^l 
of  our  stay  at  the  Gambia  area  occupied  chiefly  in  paying  and 
receiving  ftorcwi-n  visits  ;  many  of  the  natives  testi&ed  their 
affection  bj  bringing  small  presents  of  ponitry  and  profiahma, 
Ibronrnse  daring  the  passage;  and  tome  who  had  rtceitad 
inaKrnetion  in  the  Miaaimi  aehool,  tried  their  skiQ  al  writing  ^ 
wen  addmaea.  ThefbOowiaf  apeebaeRisikMithapesorFSano 
Sattahi  mieirtliBaorwhoaahialoijhaailmc^becagifmii-* 
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St.  Maey'8,  Jtme  %Oti,  im. 
"  Bey.  ahd  dba&  Sib»— I  caanot  let  this  opportunity  ptas 
^'ithout  addreanng  to  you  these  few  lines,  becaiue  I  m  vaj 
^lad  to  tell  you  what  the  Lord  has  done  for  me  since  you  bny 
my  freedom.  The  JLord  has  done  great  things  for  me.  He 
deliveiod  me  from  trouble,  and  brought  me  among  His  people ; 
and  tbfity  tanght  me  to  read  and  write,  for  which  I  am  thankful* 
I  know  that  Jesus  Christ  died  for  me,  and  that  He  has  saved 
me  ftom  my  sins^  I  feel  that  I  lore  Him,  and  I  njoioe  to  do 
•His  will.  I  look  only  to  the  Lord  God  of  £mah,  the  Qod  of 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  Moses.  I  shall  never  forget 
your^kindneas  to  me,  and  I  hope  the  Lord  will  repay  yon.  May 
the  Lord  bless  the  Missionary  Society,  and  all  Preachers  of  the 
(iospel !  May  the  Lord  go  with  you  ;  and  mny  wc  all  meet  in 
heaveu,  wkerc  wc  i>iiall  part  no  more  for  ever  1    I  am 

"  Your  humble  servant  in  the  Gospel, 

"  To  £ev,  JK  Mokter:* 

On  Saturdaj',  the  22nd  of  June,  1833,  we  embarked  for 
lingland  by  tlie  brigantiue  "  Columbine,**  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Piicher.  Many  of  our  dear  people  accompanied  us  to  the 
beaich,  and  wept  bitterly  nt  the  thought  that  they  would  pro* 
bably  see  us  no  more  iu  this  world.  We  commended  them  to 
•God  in  prayer,  and  reluctantly  took  our  leave  of  a  place  and 
.a  people  that  will  live  in  our  affectionate  remembrance  until  the 
day  of  our  death.  Our  feelings  of  regret  at  leaving  the  Gambia 
were  enhanced,  not  only  by  the  circumstance  of  its  being  the 
first  scene  of  our  missionary  labours,  but  by  the  fact  that  wo 
bad  received  marks  of  kindness  from  all  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, with  whom  we  had  lived  in  harmony  and  love  during  the 
whole  period  of  our  appointment.  We  were  accompanied  down 
the  river  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fox,  Mrs.  Dove,  (Mr.  Dove  having 
left  for  Macaitliv's  Island,)  Messrs.  Fiudcn,  Brown,  and  other 
friends,  who  kindly  remained  with  us  as  long  as  they  eould,  and 
then  returned  to  St.  Mary's,  in  Mr.  Brown's  little  beiiooner, 
which  was  in  attendance,  whilst  we  kept  on  our  course  iu  the 
Columbine  *'  towards  our  native  land. 
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Our  passage  Ikmii'   \\r?«i  peculiarly  eventful;  an<l  V"  -  in 
many  instances,  the  hand  of  God  clearly  displayed.    \V  ben  wc 
Imd  been  at  sea  about  n  week,  while  seated  in  the  cabin  one 
eveDiDgt  confening  with  the  Captain,  we  heard  the  startling 
ciy  of  "  A  mnn  oreiboard  !  "    Instantly  we  ran  up  on  deck,  and 
found  that  Mr.  Ome,  the  chief  mate,  while  in  the  act  of  hook* 
ing  on  the  "  boom  gaj"  had  lost  his  hold  of  the  rope,  and 
Jhllen  into  the  tet,  lie  wind  was  blowing  fieah  at  the  time^ 
and  we  conld  joat  aee  the  poor  w$n  astern  of  the  ttw&eU  alnil^ 
gting  in  the  water.  Hatiiig  no  boat  or  Ufe-bnoj  araibble,  m 
threw  oat  two  or  three  hen-coopa,  hoping  thai  he  flight  ding 
to  one  of  themnntil  farther  asaistanee  eonM  be  aflbrded* 
the  mean  time  the  helm  was  put  ''hard  down.**  and  the  leaael 
*'went  aboot.'*   On  ^tin^  the  ship  roand  to  the  feme  of  dm 
disaster,  a  noble-minded  sailor,  nn  Iri<(hman,  Tolutiteered  to  jump 
into  the  ^ci.  to  n  «cuc  the  dying  man.    We  tied  a  n^pe  round 
hi«  waist,  aiul  1k'  plunifed  into  the  watiT.    Although  it  t^a-i  very 
rout,ii,  lie  iiueeeeded  iu  reachinij  tlie  poor  sufferer  before  he 
finnllv  j^ank.    We  then  drew  them  both  in  trvjether:  but  I 
rej^ret  to  say  tliat  the  poor  mate  had  breathed  his  Inst,  nnd  nil 
the  efforts  we  could  make  to  restore  animation  proved  iueflfLCtuaL 
He  had  been  prcTiously  aullieriDg  from  an  attad(.  of  AfriGoa 
ferer ;  conaequently  he  was  in  a  state  of  weakness  and  debility 
when  thi^  sad  .nccident  occurred.    It  is  not  surprising,  therefeti^ 
that  it  resulted  in  death*  Boring  the  day.  I  had  been  conrer«n§ 
with  Mr.  Qrme  on  the  tobjeel  of  religion;  and  lua  aoddea  ra» 
moral  from  na  deeply  impreaied  my  mind  with  the  Impovtaaee 
of  embiaeing  evciy  oppoit  unity  of  apcakuig  a  wtwd  Ibr  Chriit  i 
lbr»  in  toeh  an  boar  as  we  tUnk  not,  the  Son  of  Man  eooMth.*^ 

Then  followed  the  aolemn  apedade  of  a  Amend  at  aea.  An 
we  had  no  means  of  making  a  coffin,  the  renudna  of  oar  dcpoHed 
friend  were  wrapped  in  hit  hammodr,  with  a  heavy  wei|^ 
attached,  to  that  the  body  mi^ht  »ink  below  the  reach  of  the 
sharks,  which  were  already  pursuin*^  uur  tr;nk.  The  corpse 
was  then  plaivil  up  .»  plank,  partly  projecting  over  the  bul- 
wark^ of  the  vr»^'l.  It  was  the  7U»oniy  hour  of  uuduight,  and 
n  dea!li-liV('  vtlUn****  prevnilcd.     N.'tliiiii;  w      to       hnnl  hut 

the  fcntk  iipplc  of  the  water  against  the  tide  of  the  ship,  and 
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tbe  half  suppressed  sighs  and  sobs  of  the  hardy  sailors,  who 
stood  in  a  circle,  hat  in  haiid^  while  I  read,  by  the  light  of  a 
lantern,  the  solemn  service  appointeil  for  the  occasion.  While 
Mding  the  words,  "  We  tharefove  commit  his  body  to  tho  deep," 
&c.»  one  end  of  the  plank  was  eKevated^  and  the  ooipae  gently 
detoended  into  the  wateiy  glare,  to  be  seen  no  more  tall  the 
morning  of  the  muneotion,  when  the  **aea  shall  give  up  the 
dead  that  are  theiein."  A  few  words  of  exhortation  closed  this 
deeply  solemn  and  impiessiTe  service ;  and  we  retired  to  our 
berths  seriously  reflecting  on  the  uncertainty  of  life,  and  of  al| 
earthly  things. 

As  we  proceeded  on  our  course,  we  had  a  clear  view  of  sere* 

ral  of  the  Cape  Verd  Islands ;  and  we  were  favoured  with 
tolerably  line  weather,  thougli  the  wind  was  rather  against  us. 
We  also  suffered  some  inconvenience  from  want  of  hauds  ;  as,  iu 
addition  to  the  loss  of  the  mate,  several  of  the  sailors  were  still 
confined  to  their  berths,  from  the  effects  of  the  African  fever. 
As  soon  as  we  got  out  to  sea,  I  found  my  own  health  improved 
so  rapidly,  that  I  was  able  to  take  the  helm  when  the  ship  was 
to  be  '*put  about  and  in  some  measure  to  assist  the  Captain 
iu  his  trying  circumstances. 

When  we  had  been  at  sea  about  three  weeks,  it  was  discovered 
that  we  hod  a  very  scanty  supply  of  fire-wood  on  board ;  and 
we  had  serious  apprehensions  that  we  should  soon  be  without 
the  means  of  cooking  our  food.  Whilst  discussing  this  unplea- 
sant subject,  we  saw  at  a  distance  a  hirge  log  of  timber,  floating 
on  the  water.  We  steered  towards  it,  got  ready  the  tackle, 
hoisted  it  on  board,  and  were  thus  supplied  with  an  ample  stock 
of  flre»wood  during  the  remaining  part  of  our  voyage.  The 
infidel  might  r^gnd  this  circumstance  as  a  matter  of  mere 
ehanoe;  but  we  conndered  it  as  a  distinct  interposition  of 
Divine  Providence  on  our  behalf,  and  rendered  thanks  to  our 
heavenly  Father  for  His  watchful  care  over  us.  Adhering  to  the 
wood  were  thousands  of  barnacles  with  beaut nul  shells,  which 
aiioided  us  the  agreeable  and  interesting^  employiueiiL  of  clean- 
ing and  arran^inET  them,  as  cnrio-itR::*  for  our  friends  at  home. 

The  next  adventure  wns  the  ht  hn«man  asleep  at  his  post,  the 
^* ship-aback,"  and  the  wiieei  dashed  to  pieces^  which  required 
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our  iioited  skill  and  labour  for  teteml  hoiin  to  put  it  in  icj^ar. 
Puring  ibis  ioterval  wc  were  exposed  to  some  danger,  at  WB 
were  not  only  **  thori-hnndad/*  boi  tba  aoeident  occurred  in  tbn 
night  tame, when  tbe  tempomj  anangenMntfor  iteering  the vcttel 
till  the  wheel  waa  mended  waa  attended  with  aome  dificnttj. 

An  inddent  oeenned  alao,  on  the  Slat  of  Jnlj,  which  tuSM 
aome  ahurm  on  board  for  n  ttme,  which  in  the  end  proved  to 
hare  been  onneeeaaary.  Ai  nidnlgbt  we  were  nrndoa  with  thn 
melandkoly  cry  of  ''The  ship's  spmng a  leak T'  We  unmedi* 
atcly  aroae  from  oar  berths,  to  see  what  was  the  matter ;  and 
were  informed  by  the  Cnptjiin  that  the  vessel  had  five  and  a 
Ii;;ir  feet  of  water  in  the  hold  ;  and  iLal  in  cousequencr  v\  the 
piiaiji-.  bcini^'  choked  uji  there  appeared  to  be  i:ttIo  liupr  of 
savin:;  \u:r.  The  exp!t<  menl  tiiat  prevailMl  o\\  board  \\m  imle- 
ticriljable.  The  Captain  liiin3»cU  was  nuicli  e')iu-<:rued,  having 
ft  valuable  caruo  on  bonrd.  ron'«i"«ti[ig  of  '^old,  iwry,  bees'-wax, 
and  gtmi-arabie,  Ix  sides  tno  lions,  a  crocodile,  cruwij-binl>.  and 
other  natural  curiosities.  Tbe  sick  men  rinnlr^  from  their 
hammocks ;  and  all  bamU  came  on  deck.  Amidst  tbe  general 
commotion  some  were  heard  crying  to  God  for  mercy.  The  long 
boat  wns  got  ready,  and  we  put  on  oar  warm  clothing,  that  we 
might  be  tbe  better  prepared  to  kaie  the  ahip  and  apeod  the 
nigbt  in  tbe  boat  in  the  open  aea  in  eaae  of  neoeaaitj.  Bat  after 
all  thia  ahurni«  to  our  incipreasiblr  joj,  the  aailora  annpeedad  in 
the  resKnring  the  obetmction  from  tba  bottom  of  the  pnnpa,  tho 
water  waa  aoon  cleared  from  tbe  hold  of  the  Teasel ;  and  na  the 
abip  appeared  t^  have  reodted  no  seriona  ii^'urv-,  we  proceeded 
nn  onr  eonrie  aa  before. 

On  the  whole  our  passage  to  Kngland  on  thia  Mf*t^ 
waa  dreary  and  trying  mthar  than  really  perilous.  The  little 
incidents  j»ist  mentiooed  excited  tia  only  for  the  moment,  and 
the  unplensantncss  connected  wilh  them  soon  pafse<!  away. 
Captain  ril  ln  rwa-)  kind  und  atlrtitive  ,  nnd  I  and  my  «le:ir 
wifr  !i«  itiic  lh(  onl\  |)a--<  n^r2i  on  i«>;inl,  wc  tujoy'  d  the  op|u)r- 
tuhjtv  wilh  whuMi  ui-  ucn^  (H««  fasonrvd  for  rfndin:^  aiu!  ojH- 
Vfr*!»!ion.  A*  wr  IluI  Mthef  bghl  \nni!-«  or  <aliii>  nrjirlN  all  the 
tin  '  .  .air  i>r<>i:rt     un-  \<  ry  sl^w  ;  and  iiairing  io?t  most  of  our 

pottlti>'  Ui  atioupiiAg  to  save  the  poor  nMte,  we  began  to  feel 
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HiB  want  of  fresh  pfOTisions.  When  we  liad  bem  at  tea  aboat 

fix  weeks,  and  were  approaching  the  mouth  of  the  English 

■Channel,  we  fell  in  with  several  ships,  one  of  which  supplied 
'  U3  with  a  bucket  of  potatoes  and  a  cuuplc  ui  fowls,  for  whidi 
we  were  very  grateful. 

On  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  12th  of  August,  we  heard 
the  cheerinpr  ^oiind  of  "  Land  a-hcad  I"  AVe  instantly  caiue  on 
^ecky  and  beheld  with  feelings  of  gratitude  and  joy  the  distant 
blue  mountains  of  dear  Old  England.  On  tiie  following  day  a 
pilot  boat  came  alongside ;  and  as  the  wind  was  contrary,  and 
<na  provisions  nearly  exhausted,  I  engaged  a  passage  for  myself 
and  Mrs.  Moister  to  tlie  shore,  and  we  took  our  leave  of  the 
"Columbine"*  and  her  kind-hearted  Captain,  whom  we  hoped 
to  meel  again  in  London.  We  wore  tossed  about  all  night  in 
the  pilot  boat;  bat  on  Wednesday  monring,  the  14lh,  we 

*  The  inbseqiieat  hii^toiy  of  thia  little  vessel  i»  oue  of  mournful  ioterest. 
She  continued  to  irn(^>-  lo  the  coast  of  Africa  for  a  few  years;  till  on  the 
£7tH  of  Xovembcr,  ^  when  on  lier  voyage  down  the  Channel,  bound  for 
the  (iambi.i,  she  nir o  iuteiod  a  terrific  gale  of  v\iud  off  Portland  Bill.  The 
gale  continued  dunag  the  night;  and  on  the  following  inorniug  the 
''Cohunbine"  was  teen  searing  the  shore  on  Portland  BeadL  The  man  in 
disrge  of  tfao  hetm,  it  is  supposed,  was  forced  tnm  it  by  the  violeam  of  the 
wind,  in  ooneeqoenee  of  wldeh  thfltveied  airiing  roand  j  and,  being  eaoght 
between  two  tranendons  waves,  she  wae  dashed  in  pieces  abnoet  inetan- 
iaaconslj,  and  every  person  on  board  pcrishid.  Anions  the  passcngen 
were  the  Kcv.  Edward  J.  and  Mn,  Peard,  a  Weslcyan  Missionary  and  his 
wife,  appointed  to  St.  Mary's,  who  were  thn^  removed  to  a  '*  brffer  cotiiitry" 
hy  this  iiiystcrioi!*;  di;p fusation  of  Divine  Pr  n  idencc.  Their  bodies  having 
been  washed  on  ihi)]\-  and  ideatiiijol.  Dr.  AKii-r  went  down  and  improved  the 
solemn  event  by  an  impressive  sermon ;  and  their  remaiud  were  interred  iu 
4hc  burial-ground  connected  with  the  Wesley  an  chapel  at  Portland,  wbexe  a 
ant  stone  with  an  inscription  wu  erected  to  their  memory  by  the  members 
«r  Society  at  that  place.  When  on  n  viiit  to  Portland,  on  the  28rd  of 
October,  1849,  to  attend  a  Ifiiaionaiy  Meeting,  I  had  the  mdancholy  plea* 
save  of  viewiog  tbe  scene  of  this  sad  disaster,  and  of  reading  the  iniciiplioa 
an  ikt  gravestone  of  tbe  dear  Mitiionaiy  and  bis  beloved  wife.  On  making 
an  allusion  to  the  circumstance  in  my  address  at  the  meeting,  and  stating 
that  I  had  sailed  for  thousands  of  miles  in  the  ^sxmr  "  Columbine,"  the 
peop'e  were  much  affected,  and  kindly  presented  mc  wiUi  a  small  cedar  box, 
as  a  memento,  which  I  hi<:);h1y  prize,  it  being  made  from  a  piece  of  tho 
orreck  of  the  iU-i^ted  ve&sel. 
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entered  the  bcrixmr  of  FiIboqUl  Kem  ebill  we  forget  tfce 

ebeering  dglit  wUeli  now  greeted  our  ^fet,  eo  long  enc— 

tomed  to  gate  on  the  drearer  wilds  of  Africa,  and  on  the 
mighty  ocean.  'I  In'  fields  were  waving  with  corn,  and  the 
whole  face  of  ludure  wui».  a  smiling  aspect.  \\  ith  f»'<'ling^ 
sinccru  gratitude  to  our  heavenly  Father  for  His  pres»erviu^  pood- 
lu's?;,  wc  once  more  set  our  feet  upon  the  i>hores  of  onr  dear 
native  liind,  and  rceeived  a  cordinl  welcome  fmm  the  Itev, 
George  Taylor  and  his  amiable  family,  tlien  resident  in  Fa!- 
uioulh,  w^ho  showed  us  no  small  kindness  on  the  occasion,  in 
the  evening  we  proceeded  by  coach  to  London,  and  thence  to 
the  north  of  England ;  and  on  meeting  with  us  once  more  ia 
peeoe  and  in  safety,  after  our  perilous  Mission  to  Western  Afriet, 
the  directors  of  the  Wesleyan  Missiouoiy  Society,  as  well  at  ov 
pertonal  friend^  rejoiced  with  v»  that  our  Um  bad  been  m 
iQercifttUy  pteeemd  while  to  maiij  had  iidleii  m  aanriftee  to  the 
eUmale*  Nor  weto  we,  I  tmst,  wantiiig  m  gntitnde  and  pruae 
to  oar  beafenl J  Father,  for  Hia  goodneaa  and  mcny,  at  dta- 
^yed  ia  our  wonderful  {ncterfatioiL  I  oodd  aing  thea,  aa  I 
can  JKNT.  ia  nriew  of  the  past,  with  an  oferibwing  heart • 

"  Wkcn  all  thy  memsi^  O  ny  Oo< 

My  ritiog  •oal  txanrjt, 
Tlruisported  with  the  rim ,  I 'm  lost 
In  woader,  love,  asd  |ixauc" 

Bebie  we  bring  these  memorials  of  providence  and  prace  to 
a  close,  wc  must  request  the  reader's  attention  lu  a  hrii  f  "sketch 
of  the  suhscqueni  lustory  of  the  priitapal  Missioo  siatiua  oo 
the  river  (ianibin. 

Chtvring  ns  wns  the  success  of  the  Mi'^ion?  at  St.  Marv's, 
durinv;  the  lime  that  t!ic  u  i  iicrr  wii^  cuuiiccted  with  it,  ho  has 
])leasure  in  staling  tlial  )l  wm  still  mnrr  ?a  in  the  bands  of 
his  worthy  suoDfssor.  The  Kev.  W.  ¥0%  entered  upon  hit 
duties  at  the  Gambia  in  the  tiae  spirit  of  n  Missionary ;  and, 
during  the  first  year  of  his  appointment,  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred membm  weto  added  to  the  cboreb.  Scrcral  aaiall  chapela 
and  prenchiag^pbicea  were  creeted  and  opeaed  in  the  vilh^ 
aa  the  iaiaad,  at  wefl  aa  at  Bana  Paiat  oa  tha  Mainland.  TUa 
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CDhigeineiii  of  the  wofk  was  cbIM  for  by  tbe  anifal  of  tmal 
Imdreds  of  liberated  Africans  irom  Siena  Leone  to  be  located 
al  the  Gambia.  In  tbe  followmg  year  tbe  congr^tbu  al 
BatbiunI  bad  inereaaed  to  aoeh  an  extent  tbai  the  erection  of 
ft  new  efaapel  was  abeolntely  neoetsary ;  and  tbe  Missionary  Com- 
nittee  having  generously  granted  £500  towards  the  object,  the 
foundation  stone  was  laid  by  His  Excellency  Lieutenant  GoTcr- 
nor  Rential,  on  the  3rd  of  December  1834,  in  the  presence  of  a 
large  concourse  of  people.    On  the  23rd  of  February,  1835,  tho 
Mission  was  reinforced  by  the  arrival  from  England  of  tbe 
Bev.  Henry  and  Mrs.  Wilkinson;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pox,  being 
ih\u  relieved  of  their  charge,  took  a  voyas^e  to  th)»  Cape  Verd 
islands  for  the  benefit  of  their  health.    Such  was  the  attach- 
ment and  devotedness  of  Mr.  Fox  to  bis  beloved  work  that  lie 
was  desirous  of  remaining  another  year  at  the  Gambia  j  but  hia  • 
kealtbr  and  that  of  bis  dear  wife,  still  continuing  in  a  very  pre« 
canons  state,  tbey  embarked  for  England  on  the  30th  of  Jnlji 
lumng  previously  taken  a  part  in  tbe  interestiDg  services  con- 
nected with  the  opening  of  the  new  ebapel  on  the  5th  of  the 
same  month. 

In  the  year  1837,  the  Western  Coast  of  Afriea  waa  visited  by 
that  awM  seomge  the  yellow  fever;  and  more  than  one  half  the 
EmopeaQ  residents  at  8t.  Mary'a  were  removed  by  death.  One 
of  these  was  the  sealons  and  devoted  Missionary,  Mr.  Wilkin- 
eon,  who  died  bappy  in  God,  and  somewhat  suddenly,  on  tbe 
24th  of  Angust.  On  the  followinsr  day  he  was  buried  in  the 
chapel,  in  fiDtit  uf  the  pulpit  from  wtiich  hu  had,  on  the  previous 
Subb:itli,  ])reachcd  IVom  that  striking  text: — "So  teach  us 
to  number  our  days  that  we  may  apply  our  heorts  unto 
wisdom  ;''  (Psalm  xc.  12 and  given  out  that  solemn  hymn, 
begiimiag— 

Aaa  mwt  this  body  cBaf 

This  Mrell-wrought  frame  Jecay? 
And  muit  these  active  limbs  of  mioe 
Lie  ]iioald*nii^  in  th^  cby  f " 

The  Bev.  Thomas  Wall  was  immediately  sent  out  from  Eng> 
land  to  supply  the  vacancy  thns  occasioned  at  St,  Mary's.  He 
ftirived  on  the  36th  of  Kovember,  in  company  witb  Mr.  and 
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Mn.  SmdioWy  who  were  appointed  for  Macarthy's  IsUcd.  The 
zealous  labotin  of  Mr.  Wall  were  soon  terminated,  boweter ;  be 
fimtbed  hit  oonne  with  joj^  on  the  2  Uh  of  AugiMk^  1S38,  pre- 
cMy  twelve  moolht  after  the  death  of  his  predecessor.  TIm 
eUlion  wm  mv  toppUed  for  a  tine  by  Mr.  Swallow,  who  ramo 
down,  with  hit  wife,  from  Maoaitby^t  on  tlw  death  of  Mr.  WaU; 
botth^  wenbolliuia  wcekaUteof  heiltli,«iid,  ^viaglittb 
or  no  benefit  fiom  a  trip  to  Goiee,  they  were  obliged  to  vetaa 
to  JCngbnd  toon  efterwardiL 

The  next  Miisiouarr  appointed  for  St.  Ifai3r*s  wnt  tbe  Beir. 
£.  J.  Peard,  who,  with  Bin.  Feeri  embeiked  for  Afickn  os 
the  %M  of  November,  1888.  TUe  devoted  eouple  wm 
destined,  in  the  order  of  Providence,  never  to  let  their  feet  o« 
Miiiiiioii  urouiiii ;  for  the  "Columbine,"  in  which  they  sailed, 
being  ONtiL.kc-ii  by  a  severe  storm  Ui  llnglish  Channel,  was 
driven  on  bhorc,  on  the  Chesil  l^auk,  near  Weymouth,  and 
beenmc  .1  total  wrtck,  when  ever)'  aoul  on  board  penslicd.  The 
bodii  s  ot  tiie  Missionary  and  iiis  wifL*  ha\iu^  bcseu  washed  np 
and  identitied,  they  were  interred  at  Portland,  as  stated  in  a 
pntvious  page.  The  Kev.  James  and  Mrs.  Parkinson  arrired 
at  Si.  Mary's  on  the  iSth  of  December;  but  before  they  had 
lieen  nine  months  in  the  eokmy,  they  were  both  rut  down  by 
fever,  under  circumsianeee  peenliaiiy  alTeciiug.  Mr«  Pwktneott 
AniiM  his  brief  bnt  active  oonne  on  the  81I1.  of  September* 
1689 ;  and  hia  wife  followed  him  to  a  better  eonntiy  fbnr  diys 
aflerwaidit  having  never  been  made  acqnainted  wtth  her  ead 
bereavement^  for  fear  the  iatelligenee  might  be  mom  tium  elm 
ooold  bear.  But  thb  tale  of  woo  doea  not  end  ben.  A, 
lender  inbnt  waa  left»  wbteb  was  eoon  allerwaida  eent  In 
BngUud,  with  the  hope  tiMt  ita  life  mtglit  be  eaved;  bnt  ft 
died  on  the  passage,  and  so  escaped  from  this  wortd  of  sin 
and  sorrow  to  join  the  sodeiy  of  its  aanclifitJ  parents  iu 
^ven. 

Thr  Rev.  XV.  Vox,  liavinsj  titited  En^;]and,  afti  r  si  vi  ral  u  ars 
spent  vu  the  (iainlua,  ciiit  lly  in  (Mnntxion  with  thi-  new  Mi-^-jon 
at  MacailUy'b  Uland,  now  uiurncd  lo  Afficsi;  acc^jmp-innd  !iy 
Mr*.  Fo\,  nnd  their  l.tUe»on,  as  well  aa  hv  the  llrr.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Jame«»aiuitheiiav.  Mi.£ngbahi  thcfjannarof  whomprooeeded 
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to  thdr  appointed  station  at  Maeart]qr*8  Island,  and  tlie  latter* 
Mng  soon  afterwards  remored  to  the  West  Indies,  iabomed 
bnt  for  a  short  tine  at  St.  Maiy's.  A  trained  School  Teacher 

having  been  sent  out  from  England,  Mr.  Fox  was  authorized 
to  erect  a  comraodious  school-house,  and  otherwise  to  extend 
the  Mission ;  but  in  Ihe  midst  of  his  zealous  labours  he  was 
overtakcQ  by  the  most  afflictive  bereavements.    On  the  7th  of 
September,  1840,  Mrs.  Pox  sank  under  the  influence  of  fover, 
four  days  after  giving  birth  to  a  daugliter;  their  little  son 
having  born  called  away  by  death  (nily  a  week  before.  Thus 
was  the  poor  Missionan*  left  a  lonely  widower,  with  the  care 
of  a  new-bom  infant  on  his  hands.    The  little  .orphan  was  sent 
to  England,  in  chai|;e  of  Mr.  Moss,  who  was  obliged  to  return 
Lome  early  in  the  year  1841,  having  himself  been  bereaved  of 
Ids  beloved  psrtner.   Notwithstanding  his  repeated  afflictions 
snd  bereavements,  Mr.  Fox  nobly  continued  at  bis  post  for 
aome  time  bmger,  and  only  retomed  to  Bngland  finally  in  tha 
month  of  May,  1848>  aftor  spending  ten  years  in  eonnexioii 
witb  the  Gambia  Missions*  For  a  fuU  aeeonnt  of  bis  snooesa* 
lid  labonis  and  travels  on  the  coast,  and  in  the  inteiior,  we 
liave  pleasnre  in  referring  the  reader  to  bis  interesting  work  on 
Western  Africa.*  Mr.  Fox  was  accompanied  to  Bngland  by 
Mr.  Swallow,  who  was  spared  to  fulfil  a  second  term  of  service 
on  the  riambui  itations  ;  l}ut  who  had  been  bereaved  of  Lis 
devoted  wife  by  death  at  St.  Marv's,  on  the  18tU  of  January. 

On  the  fifth  of  May,  1843,  the  Rev.  M.  Godman  arrived  at 
St.  Mar}'*s,  aeci  ini)  ^nied  by  the  Rev.  G.  Parsonson,  who 
soon  afterwards  proceeded  to  his  station  at  Macarthy's  Island. 
Although  frequPTitly  prostrated  bj'  fever,  Mr.  Godman  was 
spared  to  labour  with  acceptance  and  efficiency  for  nearly  three 
yean,  and  from  time  to  time  reported  the  society  and  congrega- 
tion nnder  his  care  to  be  in  a  piosperons  state,  and  the  school 
as  doing  well  nnder  the  judicious  management  of'  Mr.  Lynn, 
tbc  trained  European  teacher*  He  considered  the  small  chapel 
at  Soldiers*  Town,  however,  to  be  too  near  the  Batbnrst  chapel 
to  be  of  any  veiy  great  advantage;  an  opinion  quite  natural, 
considering  their  close  proximity  to  each  other.  Early  in  the 
year  1846,  the  Miasioa  at  St.  Mary's  snffeied  a  great  loss  in 
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tli»  nmofal  teth  of  Mr.  Lffnn»  tbe  eieelkBl  TeidMr ;  end 
towwdi  tbe  dote  of  the  lanie  ymc,  Mr.  Godnm  wm  obliged 
to  ombtik  for  Engbiid,  in  oomeqtteofle  of  tke  tafleriags  of  hk 
bdoved  wife,  whiob  tenniiuitad  in  deoth,  toon  wSUx  Ihty  fetched 
ilMtr  nttife  lend.  Mr.  Futoiiioiit  being  now  tlieoiilj  Enropem 
Mtenoiiaij  left  tl  the  G«mb»»  eeoie  doiry  to  8t  Kaiy's,  to 
tapplj  the  more  impoittiit  ttttion,  till  Mtiattiiee  thoold  be  teid 
Iron  home. 

The  next  rmnforceincnt  consisted  of  the  Rev.  Ct.  Nfeadows,  and 
the  liev.  K.  I^an,  w  uu  arrived  at  St.  >t;trv's  oathe  Sthof  Dlc*cih- 
ber,  IS47;  and  in  a  few  nionth<^  afterwards  Mr.  Farsoiisun 
piocvedfd  to  Knj^laijd.  Mrs.  Parsou'son  h.iviujif  bwn  oUligied  to 
l^ve  the  Gambia  some  time  before,  iii  eoiisrqiienrr  of  i!lnf*f«. 

The  Tf*«pertive  stations  on  tlie  (Janibia  apjieariii^  to  require 
the  ofeni^ht  of  a  Mistionaiy  of  some  standing  and  ej^pertence 
in  the  work»  the  Committee  now  appointed  the  Rer  Hcniy 
Badger  as  OenenU  Saperintendent  of  the  District.  Mr.  Badger* 
with  Mr».  Badger,  airifed  tt  8t.  Mary's,  fnm  Sierra  I^eone, 
where  ho  had  spent  several  years  in  the  work,  oa  the  21st  of 
Febraaiy,  1849.  Two  of  the  Native  Teachers  baviog  rettied 
final  the  work,  ta  oonieqneiiee  of  eooM  miMuidciitandiaf 
betwocB  thea  and  one  of  the  reeideot  Miaeiontriea,  their 
plaoea  were  toppiied  by  Natito  Teaehen  fiom  Sierra  Leoot; 
•od  for  eemal  jean  the  work  adtaacad  in  a  pleating  OMnuMr 
wndfT  the  naited  hboui  of  Meeen  Badger,  Meadowa»  and 
Htrit,  the  last  of  whoen  was  appointed  to  St.  Mary's  in  1850. 
A  mnii^  other  evidences  of  prosp<'rity.  we  find  special  mention 
made  in  the  nporls  of  tlin  enlargement  of  the  rhajnl  ikt 
Bathurst,  and  the  rrectian  of  a  new  calU-r)'  to  amxumud  ite  the 
inenasiug  number  of  school  chiidrea  who  aticuded  Divine 
service.* 

*  la  a  Irtter  ■ddmtrd  to  the  Mthor.  Qodrr  date  of  St.  Ifaij  ■,  May  7th« 

1??50,  Mr  Biif^^rr  s.iys  "At  St  Mary'j  Xhr  I>-.n!  it  doiiqt  a  gtrftt  w  .rk. 
We  ha\('  i  :ilar,^rd  Mtid  ttn)m»«eJ  Uie  cks;H'[  bt  a  C'<«t  of  umHj  £500.  Uur 
i»  iu)w  lirridimiljr  tlw  b»t  OQ  the  V\r»ti  rn  i'<>*^'.  »•!  Vfrim.  intl  if  is 
iuiied  OH  buutU}  uii#m)ng«.  ^'e  teat  two  huadri^il  i.|^Ut|  ckUJf«a  la 
MM  of  the  gaUeriai.  Thtj  are  traiaal  ts  mtf  hj  a  yoaag  maa,  who  was  wy 
papi]  ia  flbm  Uons.  last  dmkf  saniaf  they  sanf  the  'Itilihjit 
Chn^' BnWL  ia      partb  tb«y  artsaidMlthivheialamid 
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Mr.  Badger,  having  lost  his  devoted  wife  at  St.  Mary's, 
zetomdl  to  England  towards  the  elose  of  tho  year  1862;  and 
Mr.  Meadows^  who  had  been  on  a  visit  to  England,  was 
appointed  his  suooessor,  as  General  Saperintendent,  at  the 
Confeienoe  of  the  following  year.  This  sealous  Missionaiy 
was  ioon  afterwards  joined  by  the  Ber.  John  Biidgart,  who 
was  sent  out  to  fill  a  Taeani^.  These  brethren  laboured  for 
some  time  with  eonsideiable  sneoess,  but  at  length  their  health 
gave  way,  under  the  influence  of  the  trying  climate ;  and  Mr. 
Meadows  was  uuder  the  necessity  of  returning  to  England  iu 
the  summer  of  1856.  The  Rev.  A.  J.  Gumey  was  now  sent 
out  to  suj)ply  the  vacancy  at  Bathurst,  where  he  arrived  in  the 
mouth  of  November.  In  a  few  mouths  afterwards,  Mr.  Bridgart 
was  compelled  by  sickness  to  embark  for  Europe  ;  but,  having 
rccniited  his  health,  he  returned  to  ihv  Gambia  with  Mrs. 
Bridgart  in  November,  1857.  The  Kev.  B.  Cooper  had 
arrived  at  St.  Mary's  somewhat  earlier  in  the  same  year,  to 
supply  the  place  of  Mr.  Gtimey,  who  was  removed  to  the 
<3old  Coast  District,  to  fill  an  important  vaouu^  there. 

The  necessities  of  the  work  iqppearing  to  require  such  an 
emngement,  Mr.  Bridgart  was  remored  from  the  Gambia  to 
Biena  Leone,  as  General  Snperintendoit  of  that  District,  in 
December,  1858 ;  and  the  Ber.  J.  H.  Peat  was  sent  out  from 
England  to  supply  the  Taeancy  at  St.  Mail's.  For  several 
years  in  succession,  the  siokness  and  mortsHty  among  the 
Missionaries  at  the  Gambia  had  been  much  less  than  formerly ; 
bnt  in  1859  the  Soeiefy  was  called  to  sniFer  a  severe  loss  in 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Cooper,  who  died  of  fever,  happy  in  God, 
at  St.  Mary's,  ou  ihc  13th  of  August.  In  November,  1860, 
the  Rev.  R.  Daw  was  sent  out  to  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Peat, 
at  St.  Mary's,  where  he  arrived  in  safety  on  the  8th  of  Decem- 
ber. From  this  period  the  two  brethren  just  named  prosecuted 
their  beloved  work  with  less  interruption  from  sickness  than 

this  graod  aad  uvcrpuweriug  piece  of  um&ic  ia  about  ft  month.  We  are  all 
hsrd  at wo^andOod  iiworUog withal^ vhtehis best  efiU.  The  preaehing 
and  praycr-Deetmgs  ere  well  attended;  and  mMoj  smiIb  have  reeeatlj  been 
eonverted  to  Ood.  Last  jear  we  added  lenatj-six  to  tlie  nmbcr  of  our 
dhmeh  nemben  on  this  ststlon.'* 


WJ13  licntrally  rxp<Ti<"iire(l  by  their  pn'drcessors ;  and  hopes  arc 
now  entertaioed  that  tbe  climate  of  Western  Africa  is  heoomiog 
kts fatal  to  Europeans  than  foimerly.  In  the  month  of  Novein* 
ber,  1861,  the  Gambia  staiiou  were  favoured  witka  fisit  fro« 
the  EeT.  W.  West,  when  on  his  way  to  Siem  Leone  and  Cape 
Coaat;  he  having  been  appointed,  at  .the  prcceiliiig  Confereoei^ 
the  GenenI  Soperinlendent  of  all  the  three  Diatriete,  in  eMh 
•eqttence  of  the  want  of  a  aniSeient  nomher  of  experieaeed 
lllaaiooariea  to  take  the  orenight  of  the  wofk.  Mr.  M 
and  Mr.  Daw  were  both  epared  to  fduna  to  Sngland ;  aad  the 
next  Mkakmary  appointed  io  laboor  at  St.  Maiy^a,  waa  the  Ber. 
^fthnr  A.  Sonthenia,  In  1864  he  waa  lelieved  by  the  Bev. 
T.  Tyas;  who,  aidated  hjf  Mr.  Uerob  the  Natife  Miaialcr» 
continues  to  occupy  the  ttatkm* 

The  last  accounts  received  from  the  Gambia  represent  the  St. 
Mnrs's  Mi^ikiou  us  beinjf  in  a  prosjicrou-<  state.  After  supplying 
the  viicnncies  occaiioned  by  ileaths  and  n  rnoval?,  there  were«M?iil 
Junidrfd  and fvrti/'t  tjht  cf/nrt-rtrd  nafircs  tnittnl  in  church  frl't  tC' 
ship,  ^fven  hun(/rnl  awi  ttcrnfi/  four  Mchvlars  in  thf  Mufiom 
tckuiil*,  nnd  two  ihounnnd  gt^rn  hundred  icorkhipp^rs .  vrri' 
OiMtmitiutg  to^tker^  Jrvm  SahLath  io  SoUjatk^  in  jicf  ckuftU  amd 

four  olMer  preaekiM^  placid.  And  the  Miteionahct  weie  atiei 
patin^  still  better  daya. 

Btit  howerer  grateful  we  omij  M  for  peat  success,  ond  how- 
iter  hopeful  for  the  foture.  we  must  remember  tim  work  u  mti 
yei  Jimikid.  It  haa  only  been  just  eoaunencrd.  In  ovr  jof* 
fal  eontemplatioQ  of  the  faja  of  light  which  hate  began  Io 
ahine  opon  thia  knd  of  heathen  darfcncaa»  let  na  not  Ibiget  the 
nightj  aaia  of  igneranee  and  aopentttion  In  whieh  the  ee»> 
tineot  of  AlHfla»  aa  a  whole,  ia  itill  inrolted.  19t  rrjoioe  to 
know  that,  in  addition  to  what  haa  bom  efteted  by  other 
Chriataan  iwtmmentalitira,  the  Weeleyan  MiaaSonaiy  Socie^ 
nnnbera  9,579  ehnreh  sembera,  6,535  acholara  in  the  Mttmi 
sehoola,  and  15,000  hrarers  of  the  Gospel,  on  the  respertive 
stations  in  Western  Afrim ;  but  U  t  us  not  huh*  fn>ni  .njr>e!ves 
the  appniliii;;  fiu  t  lh.it  there  arc  tldl  hundrtdi  of  IhouAnmh,  vr.-J, 
miiUonn,  (if  the  ptx>pk%  **  still  sitting  in  d»rV.t:es5  and  in  the 

ahadow  of  death.'*    Wheiha  V'^^tmmnUni  or  fagaxu.  these 
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deluded  sable  sons  and  daughters  of  Hnm  are  literally  withoat 
God  tnd  withoat  hope  in  the  world.  They  ne?er  heard  the 
name  of  Jesus.  Ths^  nem  knew  the  Christian  Sabbath, 
They  newheaid  the  TOioe  of  a  Christian  teacher.  They  never 
saw  that  Book  which  aione  reveals  the  merey  of  God  to  man. 
And  yet  these  degraded  Afideans  are  possessed  of  predons, 
nevei>dying  souls.  They  mast  be  for  over  happy  with  God  in 
heaven,  or  for  ever  misenble  in  hell,  where  peace  and  hope  can 
never  come.  Por  them  the  Savionr  died  upon  the  cross.  They 
are,  moreover,  ottr  bretkrm  mtd  Mvn,  bone  of  oor  bone,  flesh 
of  our  flesh.  ^Ve  ha?e  all  been  created  by  the  same  Almighty 
power,  j)reservL{l  by  the  same  sroodness,  jiiul  redeemed  by  the 
sjiiiic  preeious  blood.  Let  no  one  say  witli  wicked  (\'iin,  "Am 
I  inv  brotiicr's  keeper?"  Let  ns  ratlier  acknowledge  the 
authoriiy  of  Him  who  said  to  His  disciple?*,  and  who  says  to 
u?,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  (iospd  to  everj' 
creature."  O  tliat  I  could  convey  to  the  reader  a  measure  of 
that  feeling  by  which  my  own  mind  has  often  been  influenced, 
when  stand  in  j:  in  the  interior  of  Africa,  a  lonely  Missionary, 
snrroiindeU  by  a  dense  population,  deeply  involved  in  moral 
degradation  and  woe,  no  adequate  provision  being  made  for 
their  evangelization  ! 

In  conduding  the  firat  part  of  these  humble  memorials  of 
heathen  darkness.  Gospel  triumphs,  and  Christian  labours,  as 
well  as  of  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  missionary  life,  I  would  respect- 
fully, but  earnestly,  plead  with  the  reader  for  his  tympaHy,  his 
prayers,  and  his  ^0brt$t  on  behalf  of  the  long  oppressed  and 
neglected  Negro  race.  '*Pity  poor  Aiiica."  Bemember  that 
in  this  land  of  darkness,  snpentition,  and  war,  and  slaveiy^ 
and  human  sacrifices  still  prevail  to  a  fearful  extent.  0  come 
forward  "  to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  nfljainst 
the  mighty  !"  I  aak  for  your  sympathy  and  for  your  prayers  on 
behalf,  also,  of  those  dear  men  of  God  who  have  left  their  native 
connti y,  and  L;oue  forth  as  Christian  Missionaries  to  tiiis  land 
of  .'■ickness  and  death.  Many  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the 
climate  at  an  early  period  of  their  career,  and  have  found  a 
grave  in  African  soil ;  but  never  did  one  ^^ivc  ex])re.s;>ion  to  feel- 
ings of  regret  that  he  had  embarked  in  the  blessed  work.  And 
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lioir  toon  Iiavc  the  mnlcs  been  filled  up  I  The  tnie  roissiomny 
spirit  still  animates  the  hearts  of  onr  riung  Miaistiy.  Western 
AfirioA  will  ne? er  lock  an  adequate  mpplj  of  European  MiaainiH 
aiies  to  eo-operate  with  the  Natire  Teaebera  in  mnyiDg  on  the 
work  of  God.  And  if  men  are  found  willing  to  go  forth  In 
aneh  a  eountiy,  with  their  lifet  in  their  hands,  literally  leafinf 
nil  for  the  take  of  Christ  and  Hia  Ooapel,  b  it  too  much  to  ask 
of  those  who  renuun  at  home,  snrronnded  with  all  the  eonifoita 
^  eifiliied  life,  to  follow  the  Mnsionariea  with  their  prayers, 
and  to  support  them  in  the  work  in  which  they  arc  engaged,  as 
the  Lonl  has  prospered  them  ? 

It  is  iVk  ly  ailmittcd  that  in  ilir  prosecution  of  Missions  like 
those  to  ulii.'h  [111-  nttcntioji  oi  tlu>  reader  i*  now  inv^ited,  mauy 
diliicult  i«'s  ii;ivc  to  be  tiicounti'r(,  d  i  but  iUe  nmre  nuoiermis 
the  dilliriihi. -s,  the  ;;rcatrr  is  the  need  of  unitrd  pmycr  aud 
effort,  thni  thcv  mnv  nil  l»e  overcome  in  the  strm-th  of  the 
Lord.     In  the  opiiiiou  of  aomr,  the   prstilcnti:!!   i-Iiiniitr  of 
TNestem  Africa  may  appear  an  iji^uniiountablc  barrier  to  uUi- 
mate  socoess.    But  wh?  should  this  be  a  stumbling?- block  in 
onr  waj,  so  long  as  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  continues  to 
laiae  U|i»  call,  qualify,  and  incline  the  hearts  of  apostolic  men 
to  con  secrete  themselves  to  this  hasardons  department  of  Chris- 
tian labour*  The  faet  that  so  many  have  fallen  in  this  holj 
enterprise  should  be  an  ineentiTo  to  greater  ml  and  dilig^nea 
in  the  prosrcution  of  the  work.   Aa  Abraham  bj  faith  took 
poascssion  of  the  hmd  of  Canaan,  when  he  buried  his  dead 
within  the  bonndaries  of  the  promised  inheritanee,  so  shonhi  w«^ 
as  professing  Christiana^  look  npon  Western  AfHea  aa  aara* 
beeanse  of  the  nnmbfr  of  nsakms  lliaaionariea  and  their  detolad 
witea  who  have  been  bnried  kk  that  eoontiy,  after  uMj 
eiideaTourin<;  to  nxlaim  it  for  Christ  their  Sarioiir.  The 
Christian  church  should  be  animated  by  the  spirit  of  that 
devotee)  Missionary  who.  before       liimseK  f'  I  ri  -:i<  rifice  to  the 
climate,  cxprrsvd  a  wi^h  Un  no  otlu  r  niotlo  f  ^r        d  lub-stone 
than  the  t<>!ifhii)ic  trorJ < :  " 'liiuUUH  a  Tll^-v  ^^^I>  isti.let 
ifOT  Ariiii  A  vr  iiiT»  v  i  p."    Let  tin-  same  s-pirii  «>i"  M'lf* 
sarriiiftri^  iLtQi  iiiuiii  it    th<-  Ovristiaii  c  hurch,  aod  ^*  Ethiopia 
wiU  soon  sifotch  out  her  hands  onto  God.'* 
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The  second  Mission  of  ibe  writer  was  to  the  West  Indies,— » 
«  part  of  the  world  that  will  e?er  be  regarded  with  feelings  of 
peculiar  interest  by  the  Christian  philanthropist;  and  of  wbidi 
II  few  notices  may  be  giren,  preparatory  to  a  more  partundar 
account  of  the  colonies  where  he  was  appointed  to  labonr ;  and 
of  the  plans  adopted  to  promote  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the 
sable  sons  of  Ham,  in  tliese  the  lauds  of  their  exile. 

The  "Weist  India  Ishinds  are  situated  in  that  part  of  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  which  forms  itself  into  a  deep  and  extensive 
bay,  between  the  vast  continents  of  North  and  South  Anirrirn. 
They  were  discovered,  at  dilTerent  times,  by  the  entcrpnsm{if 
Columbus,  towards  tiie  close  of  the  liftcentli  century ;  and  were 
found  to  be  inhabited  by  savage  tribes  of  natives,  whom 
the  Spaniards  called  "Indians**  or  "Caribs;*'  evidently  of 
different  races  or  descent.   These  unfortunate  Aborigines  were 
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loQ  independeiit,  or  too  iiidoleiit»  to  ntlimit  to  the  skreiy  wUeb 
tbeir  md  oonqueion  would  hm  impoted  upon  then.  Tbej 
were»  mofcover,  unfitted  by  netiiie,  and  ihetr  pRriout  hnlnli 
of  Ufe,  to  endure  that  severe  toQ  and  drndgeij  to  whidi  ther 
wnt  Teqtiiied  to  eiibniit  By  degrees^  thej  were  akaoet  entir^ 
extirpated ;  rapidly  paasiog  away  under  the  cruel  treatment  of 
their  oppressors.  Their  places  were  sood  supf^ied  by  Negro 
shves,  who  had  been  torn  fnm  their  natife  homes  in  Africa* 
nnd  doomed  to  n  life  of  perpetual  toil  nnd  boudage,  as  already 
in  the  former  part  of  this  work. 

JH  ihc  fortunes  of  war  uud  utbor  rlmnsres.  tlic  i^l.^a(l^*  form- 
the  Arcbipelngo  of  the  ^Yest  have  t»lkii  mio  the  hands  of 
various  Kuroptau  powers.  At  the  present  time,  the  Kn!rli«?h 
colonies  an  ,-- .Tnmaica,  Autipn,  l>ominiea,  Montgernu,  Ncvi?, 
St.  Chri^toplirr'^,  llnrbudn.  Aiijcilln,  St.  Lucin,  th»*  Virjrin 
Ulnnds,  the  Jkhamns,  Honduras,  Demerara,  Barba(lo<*s,  St. 
Yineent*s,  Gr»mnda,  Tobajjo,  and  Trinidad.  The  Freneli  i-lnnd? 
are, — Martinique,  (iuadaloupe,  Marie  (inlmt nnd  St.  Martia's 
in  part.  The  Spanish  colonies  are. — Cuba  and  Portn  Rico. 
The  l>ut€h  have,— St.  Eostatius,  Saba,  and  St.  Martin*«  in 
part.  There  are  belonj;in<;  to  the  Danes, — St.  Thomaa,  St. 
John*8»  and  St.  Croix.  And  the  Swedea  claim  St.  Bart hobwiew*s; 
while  Hayti  has  become  a  republic  of  free  bhieks,  who  cast  ofiT 
the  Spanish  yoke  in  1801. 

These  ishnds  and  eoottneutal  aettlements,  which  usually  pass 
tinder  the  general  name  of  the  ITest  Indies,  jxisseas  semal 
in  common  with  each  other,  whilst,  at  the  same  time, 
each  pbce  has  a  history  of  ita  own,  and  something  prrultar  to 
itielf.  We  shall  now  procee<l  to  pivr  n  few  partinilart  of 
inforniatiou  concrniiDj|  them,  so  fui  as  our  limitcfl  mskce  will 
|)emnt. 

Situated  as  thrv  arc  ciiullv  within  the  tmriir-»,  mII  the  Wi-^t 
Itidia  islands  poss<-is  a  rlininte  at  nil  timv»  Uvx'  frvwx  »<-vcre 
cold,  fro«t  and  Sfiow  Ix-inj?  entirely  i^ikn-^wn  ;  but  tbr  bent  it 
soroeUmes  inttT!*»\  This,  however,  frt-tpiently  moiif-rnted  by 
a  rf»freshin«{  sen-breore ;  which,  in  mo*t  of  the  i«l.inds,  bln\v«  ^\ 
certaio  periods,  with  great  regularity.  Thn»»»  h>ealitie5  wtiieh 
mt  low  and  swampy  aiu  necessarily  unhealthy  as  in  all  other 
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tropical  oooatries ;  as  tlw  rapid  prooeaa  of  evaporation  genmtof 
the  marsh  miasma,  which  is  a  firtiitfol  soarce  of  fever.  But  in 
regions  more  dry  and  elevated,  aHhotrgh  the  heat  may  be  great* 

the  climate  is  far  from  unfriendly  to  gtiieral  health.  It  must  be 
adtuillcii,  lioNvcvcr,  that  a  lengthened  residence,  without  a  chuu<je, 
usually  proves  debiiitaliiig  to  the  European  constitutiun. 

The  reasons,  although  not  so  distinctly  marked  as  iu  Western 
Africa,  are  divided  into  dry  and  rainy,  rather  than  jnto  sununer 
and  winter ;  and  the  agiicuiturul  operations  of  the  planters 
are  arranged  accordingly,  the  rains  being  favour.ibk'  fur  tha 
cultivation  of  the  ground,  and  the  dry  weather  for  the  gatiieriug 
in  of  the  crops.  With  a  little  variation  as  to  different  localities, 
the  former  generally  continues  from  September  to  March,  and 
the  latter  from  April  to  August.  To  these  must  be  added  the 
"  hurricane  season,"  which  embraces  the  months  of  August 
and  September,  when  a  large  portion  of  the  West  Indies  is 
liable  to  vblent  tempests,  which  sometimes  prove  veiy  destine- 
tive  to  life  and  property. 

The  soil  varies  much  in  its  character  in  different  plaoes,  but 
it  is  generally  fertile,  and  yields  a  good  return,  when  properly 
cultivated.  The  principal  artides  of  produce  are  sugar,  cotton^ 
arrow-root,  ginger,  p  pper,  and  other  spices;  whilst  almost  all 
the  islands  produce  fruit  of  various  kinds,  and  vegetables  in 
great  abundance. 

The  scenery  is  everywhere  interesting,  and  frequently  splendid 
beyond  desci'iption.  A  well-arranged  and  highly-cultivated 
estate,  with  its  n  imeroas  Negro  cottages  and  provision  i^iuaudsj 
is  a  plcasiiig  object  to  look  upon;  especially  when  ornamented 
with  the  majestic  palmetto,  cocoa-nut,  and  other  tropical  trees, 
with  the  turling  waves  of  the  bright  blue  sea  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  uplands,  iu  the  wildness  of  nature,  on  the  other.  The 
moimtains  are  frequently  clothed  to  their  very  summits  witli 
the  richest  vegetation  ;  whilst  the  foliage  ol"  the  trees  which 
cover  the  hills  and  valleys  not  yet  brought  under  cultivation, 
assumes  every  variety  of  tiat  which  can  possibly  be  imagined, 
according  to  the  varying  seasons  of  the  year  iu  which  thegr  are 
seen,  and  is  remarkably  refreshing  for  the  eye  to  rest  upon. 

But  whilst  we  regard  with  feelings  of  pleasure  the  lovely 


S80 


PAUT  II. — THE  WEST  UfDlES 


Mpeets  of  external  Mtme,  wliicli  are  found  in  tbe  Weit  Indies 
generally,  we  must  not  forget  that  there  it  another  phaae  oC 
the  mbjeet  whidi  it  ealenlated  to  give  pain  and  tonov  to  ereiy 

tensittre  mind.  I  mean  ths  moral  eondttkm  of  the  inhnbitant«, 
aud  thu  lamentable  spiritual  destitution  which  emy where  pre- 
vailed, previous  to  the  arrival  of  tlir  Missior);irie9.  Not  only 
the  poor  enslaved  Neirroe^,  hut  all  rln^ses  of  ihc  eoni  mi  unity, 
from  the  hii^hest  lu  tbe  lovveit,  uerc  «ie<  ply  depravf  il,  audi 
notorioU'-lv  iintiKir.il  :  and  *f^n*»«  of  riii^<  n  and  deCTadatioti 
were  the  n-sult,  which  cannot  f.iil  to  ;utr»et  our  notice, — as  well 
as  the  means  employed  to  c  tr  rt  a  reme<ly, — whilst  the  eolonies 
pass  under  reriew,  which  bate  been  the  phacipal  attim  of 
eraugelical  effort. 

Jamaica  is  the  largest  and  most  im]K)rtaiii  of  the  Bnttsli 
Vk'vni  India  colonics  ;  and,  at  s\  '  it  demands  our  first  nolict?. 
Tbe  island  it  of  an  irrr^dar  oval  form,  and  is  said  to  l>e  170 
nulet  long  and  70  broad,  tbe  eentre  being  aitnated  in  Utitndo 
W  north  and  longitude  77*  45'  wett.  The  geaeni  aspeet 
of  tbe  ooqntiy  it  mgged  and  monntainout  i  but  it  abomidt  vitb 
Isrtiie  falleys,  and  almost  et er>'  part  it  corered  with  piipetaal 
feidnftt*  It  it,  moreof er,  watered  with  numeront  ttreania^ 
which  flow  in  vaiioot  dirtctioot ;  which  etreamttance  teems  to 
jottiiy  the  name  given  to  it  by  tbe  aborigines,  which  signifiea» 
in  their  lan{;ua>;e,  the  •*  Land  of  Sprincrs.** 

The  island  of  Jamaica  was  di*n>ver**d  by  Cohimbu'*.  in  the 
course  of  hi^  third  Toynire  from  Spain,  c»n  the  3rd  of  May, 
;  Init  no  8<'itliiuiUl  w.ii  made  upon  it  at  ih^it  time;  the 
Spauiuida  leavinj;  the  countr}'  after  a  stay  of  ten  day*,  being 
ditnppoiuted  at  findinir  no  ^old.  It  wns  only  durini:  his  fourth 
aud  last  voyage,  that  f'^liimbn*  ni;  !  hi^  pir^y  forme<!*a  permit- 
UtM\l  estiib!i«hm**nt  in  this  islnnd.  IWiu:'  ovrrtaken  bv  a  violeut 
fftorm,  they  were  driven  towards  thev?  shores,  and,  with  ereni 
diffteulty,  cfTeci?*!!  a  !nrtf?5nj;  at  a  small  cove  on  the  north  >ide  of 
the  island,  on  the  2hh  of  June.  1503.  Haring  thus  ^^  i^.^ 
ftom  thipwreckt  after  the  lots  of  four  Te«»els  Ixdonzing  u>  tbe 
tqnadion,  the  adrentorrn  were  dehghled  to  ftsd  the  natives 
ditpoaed  to  be  kind  and  boapitable.  Tbeae  simple  childrr :  i  f  t  he 
tbftat  eierled  tbcmtehrea  to  tbe  itaoat  to  topply  tbe  fair^jwtii 
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ftmigen  with  food,  and  miy  weemnj  oomfori;  but  they 
i|piB  repaid  by  the  basest  iogratitade,  oppression,  and  wrong, 
IIm  isknd  lemained  in  the  possession  of  Spain  for  a  hundied 
and  fifty-six  years ;  during  wldnh  period  scenes  of  horror,  cruelty, 
and  bloodshed  occurred  which  find  no  parallel  ia  the  pages  of 
history^  unless  it  be  in  the  records  of  the  enormities  which  were 
perpetrated  by  these  same  heartless  Spaniards  in  St.  Domingo 
and  other  places  which  they  had  conquered.  Speaking  of  these 
early  colonists,  Abbe  Kaynal  says  :  *'  These  barbarous  wretches 
never  sheathed  their  swords  while  there  was  one  naiive  left  to 
preserve  the  niuiiiory  of  a  numerous,  good-natuiLtl,  plain,  and 
hospitiible  people."  Thus  perished  the  entire  native  itopulatioa 
of  Jamaicn,  in  the  short  space  of  tifty  years,  although  thtir 
uumbti  was  estimated  at  eiglity  thousand  ;  and  their  places 
were  henceforth  supplied  by  iHcgro  slaves  from  the  coast  of 
Africa. 

In  the  year  1655,  the  English,  under  Penn  and  Venables, 
having  failed  in  their  attt-iupt  to  take  St.  Domingo,  made  an 
attack  ou  Jamaica.  They  landed  at  Passage  Fort,  in  Port 
Boyal  harbour;  and,  the  Spaniards  flying  before  them  in  every 
direction,  they  made  an  easy  conquest  of  the  island.  Since  that 
period  it  has  oontinned  an  appendage  to  the  British  crown, 
every  attempt  to  take  it  having  been  successfully  resisted.  All 
who  have  written  upon  the  subject  are  unanimous  in  their  testi- 
mony as  to  the  fearfully  demoralized  state  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Jamaica  at  an  early  period  of  its  history.  And,  according  to 
the  general  rule,  that  sin  brings  sorrow/'  this  colony  has  bad 
many  and  severe  trials  to  pass  through  at  different  periods  of 
its  history.  In  1GU2,  tlie  town  of  Port  Royal  was  swallowed 
up  by  an  eaiLlu|tiakc,  when  three  thousantl  of  the  inhabitiiuts 
were  hurried  out  of  time  into  eteniity.-^    About  four  vears 

*  On  the  occasion  of  the  cnrthqaake  which  dcslroyt  il  Port  Royal,  a  very 
femarkabic  interposition  of  Divine  Providence  occnrrtd  oa  iK  hrilf  of  a  good 
man,  who,  like  Lot  of  old,  wa.s  saved  from  the  gentral  dc^trudion ;  the 
particolnrs  of  which  are  recorded  ou  a  uiarblc  mouuiucut,  erected  to  hi« 
Bumory,  as  £>Uow8; — "Hflie  the  bo4y  «f  Levis  Oaldj,  Eaq.*  wh» 
departed  this  lifb  at  Port  B^tl,  December  the  SSad,  17d0>  aged  eighty 
yiais.  He  wsi  bora  st  MoatpcUier.  ia  ftsiwe  j  bat  left  that  oooairy  in 
hit  leligios,  sod  came  to  eettle  ia  this  iilaiidt  where  ha  was  MreUowad  up  ia 
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afterwards,  when  Port  Mojfal  liad  buea  rebuilt,  it  was  nlmofi 
cntiiely  destroyed  by  fire ;  is  was  also  the  town  of  Mootegp 
Bay  at  a  subsequent  period*  Tlien  came  a  fatal  epideinie,  whidi 
tweptawny  n  hir^^c  aiunbar  of  the  uiKabitattta;  and  this  visita- 
tion was  foUowed  by  a  suooession  of  luuncaoea^  whiob  involfsd 
A  IMul  saaifioe  of  life  and  property* 

But  the  greatest  erils  which  hafB  afflieted  Janaiei,  ia 
oommon  with  tba  other  West  India  Islands,  are  those  eoonected 
with  slavery.  The  language  of  Montgonery  Martin  on  thta 
anbject  is  strong,  but  nevertheless  trae.  '*  Slavenr,**  says  hc^ 
*'both  Indian  and.Kegro,  that  blighting  upas,  has  beoi  the 
eurse  of  the  West  Indies;  it  has  aooonpanied  the  white 
colonist,  whether  Spaniard,  ¥k«nch,  or  Briton^  in  his  progress, 
t.iinlin^',  like  n  plague,  every  incipient  association,  and  blasting 
the  clloits  ul  man,  however  orijjiiuiUy  well  disposed,  l)y  its 
demon-like  influ  over  the  nauirul  \irtues  waU  \>lu{lihii 
Crtalor  hnd  e»t'i'>\Nnl  luin,  h  aving  all  cohl,  and  tlark',  aiitl  (ie&o-> 
la!f*  witliiu."  To  tins  ^taltl;llL^  tiatiuionv  t-t  t'(l<ljr.at.»d 
coI()ni«l  historian,  a*  lo  ihr  (l(.Miiom!i?:in«r  in'Iiii'iic-  of  ->i:i\«  n  on 

roimTiiPf]  in  the  ahcraiii.ihli-  >\  stLiii,  vvc  nti  d  ouly  here  add 
that  aboui  thirty  in^urrecuons  ut  the  slave  population  occurred 
in  Jamaica,  after  it  became  a  British  colony,  before  the  evil  waa 
ontireiy  done  awny.  One  of  these  ontbieaks  involved  the 
lives  of  seven  hundred  slaves,  and  an  eipenditure  of  £16i,59G, 
independently  of  tlie  value  of  the  property  destnyed»  which 
was  eatiaated  al  £1,154,58S  • 

lhtgi«stcuth|BalKeiathsynr  im;  «!,  V  ^l^e  pvrilHwe  aT  G«rf, 
hf  MBlhw •bork.tkiWB  ialo  tht  wm^nimdnnindf  mnA hf  wriamia^ 

nntil  A  Wat  t^ok  him  up.  Tie  bred  wnj  yHf»  afttnrtnit  ta  ^rrat  rciiuta- 
tkw.  brh>vr4  hj  all  who  knew  him,  mock  bmrDtcd  at  bj«  Uf&ih." 

•  In  the  month  of  tVt'  '  .  r  1**C5.  ««  vrr.i!  rrtir*  nfU  r  thp  adrrut  of  frrc- 
«!loro,  MHithfr  tiiiiUTWticn  ".-r.  urro]       Mi^rmjul  uu  t  f     « *»tf  rn  fitfr  nf 

Jamnica,  aUcD(l(>!  by  the  Ui.u«;  aj>jrtllicg'  rspennrftsucct.  V»  ucb  the  tTit«  lU- 
^ucK  of  thi4  drittonble  trtui  rv^hcU  LuicUgiU,  uue  or  two  i*i  ihc  ie^mf 
jooThalii  wiQ  kao««  ior  ibor  MiUp«tl)j  lo  tht  Uark  maft,  jam|M4  to  tW 

Kc|((o  nca.  Bat  mhm  man  aaipli  iafcvartM  was  iwd? c4  to 
lit  hirtwy,  chaiacisr,  mi  mmm  «r  th«  omItciI,  it  jibhif  tffmni  IhK 
from  ■{■giiuraaiSl,  fVtT  IqcuUtion,  uhI  othrr  Bba*r«,  trwYAhlr.  Mi  Sa 
WIS  I  i|  Hi  II,  let  Is  Chs  tpiol  a(  ilsvwy  wbich  Hill  ha|wi  la  asay 
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.  The  Island  of  Jamaica  is  divided  into  thyee  oouniies,*^ 
Hiddksex,  Sarrcj,  and  Corawall;  and  these  are  again  divided 
into  parishes*  A  churdi  was  built  in  almost  eveiy  parish  at  an 

early  period  ;  but  we  are  informed,  on  good  anthonty,  that  when 
there  was  a  Priest  for  each  parish,  which  was  not  always  the 
case,  ihe  church  was  seltloui  opened,  except  on  occasions  of 
marriages  or  funerals.  Sundny  was  the  day  devoted  to  the 
public  market  and  parties  of  pleasure,  tlie  Clersrynien  thnmselves 
being,  in  many  instances,  notoriously  immoral.  It  ib  doubted 
whether,  previous  to  1 789,  the  Snbbathevrr  dawned  on  Jamaic4i 
which  witnessed  five  liuiidred  persons  assi-mbied  in  all  the  places 
of  worship  put  together,  out  of  a  population  of  nearly  four 
hundred  thousand.  The  idea  of  attempting  to  impart  religious 
instruction  to  the  skves  scarcely  seems  to  hafe  entered  into  the 
aind  of  any  one. 

Such  was  the  state  of  society  when  the  pious  and  devoted  Dr. 
Coke  landed  in  Jamaica,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1789,  having 
previously  suooeeded  in  establishing  Missions  in  several  of  the 
smaller  islands  in  the  West  Indies.  He  remained  but  a  short 
period  on  this  occasion ;  but  during  his  stay  he  preached  four 
times  in  Kingston,  to  attentive  congregations,  though  not  with- 

qnartcrs,  and  fnun  tlie  {-nTisrqnfr.t  ^ntTerings  of  the  peojilf  from  the  extreme 
poverty,  tlcstitiilioii,  and  ujiprcssiou  to  which  tluy  were  cTijoscd,  a  fpirit  of 
dissatisfactiuQ  had  for  a  long  time  existed.  It  appeared  further  th;il  ilic 
iXegroes  who  engaged  iu  this  revolt,  and  were  guilty  of  tacb  •troeitict,  were 
eoiDpikvtivcly  few  is  number,  ths  man  of  the  people  ivfliibg  to  jda  them; 
and  Hut  the  Uunrgentt  w«re  fint  ihwd  upon  ^  ths  parties  sieesiUsd  ia  ths 
CoQrt-boQie  before  tbqr  eonuneooed  tbetr  mardcrMis  wsrk.  VTbilst  all 
Cbrietkn  i)eople  innsl  ooadi  mn,  iu  (Lc  moit  nnqotliM  maimer,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  insurgents  nt  Morant  Bay,  much  aympstby  will  be  felt  for 
ihv  iiinooent,  ulio  nrc  made  so  1n-i'»-ly  to  pufrer  with  the  ^niltv;  nnd  the 
Jiritish  prc«8  hus,  to  its  honour,  with  but  few  r\prp?inn«,  |  roTsomiccfl  the 
tocverest  rcnsnre  on  the  proceedings  of  the  jcirtics  who  look  ihe  licid  pro- 
fessedly to  quell  the  insurrection,  but  who,  although  they  met  wiih  no  armed 
opposition,  seized  upon  and  put  to  death  about  two  thoutand  blSbk  and 
edoared  penona  with  the  moat  wanton  cnielty,  in  aome  inatanoca  without 
even  the  fonn  of  s  dmm>head  eonrt-martial;  among  whom  waa  Mr.  6.  W. 
€ordoni  a  RapeetaUe  gentkman  of  eolonr,  and  nmemWof  the  House  of 
Aaaenbly,  who  waa  dragged  from  Kmgaton  to  Mount  Bagr»  that  he  might 
lo  hang  asiid  the  raioa  of  the  Goort-honael 
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out  appottium  and  diilurbiitice  nt  one  or  two  of  the  5r>r vices. 
The  impvetaMm  made  upoo  the  Doctor's  mind  by  his  first  vkit 
aippears  to  bare  been  lavonrable ;  for  immediaieljr  on  lut  retm 
to  Eoglaiid  lie  tent  out  the  Ber.  WiUiam  llammett,  at  the  firit 
Mimonaiy  to  iwauk^  who  airived  on  the  island  in  the  montk 
of  AogusU  This  sealoua  avrant  of  Christ  was  siieeenfoi  i& 
bis  tint  eflbrts  to  evangdixe  the  people ;  and  the  oougrrgaliQaa 
were  so  large  that  he  was  enoooiaged  to  puidiase  an  old 
Voildioic,  and  fit  it  np  as  a  place  of  worship.  In  the  beginning 
of  1791,  the  Ber.  Mr.  Bmier  arrited,  to  a»ist  Mr.  HammHt ; 
and  in  a  few  days  nftertiards  Br.  Coke  paid  a  st-cond  n^it, 
bringing  alonsf  wilii  him  the  lie?.  Mr.Werrill,  anotlirr  Missionary. 
Alu  r  remaiuiug  a  ft  u-  ilav-^  a:  MuMtf^^o  l^;iy,  where  they  landed, 
ami  wiiere  the  Doclur  jirtac-hni  •^cvcj.il  t;tue*,  thrv  jirvM  t  <n1i  «1  to 
Kiiiu'stoii.  a  distance  of  about  dnf*  hun»lrc(i  aiul  Uvtutv  Uiiioi. 
This  jourucy  wu-^  jtrrforiued  un  imiscliark,  thr  M!««ioniirir<» 
had  tims  a  favounibir  opportnnitv  of  seciiu  the  iiiii  ii>'r  o:  tii<* 
island,  with  uM(-h  they  appear  tu  have  been  much  deiigtiled. 
Aflei-  Dr.  Uoke  had  remained  a  short  time  in  the  colony,  preach- 
ing in  varinn^  plnct^s,  he  embarked  for  America,  taking  Mr. 
llammett  with  turn,  to  lecmit  hit  impaired  health  rt  rolder 
climate.  In  the  month  of  August,  Mr.  braxier  r>lIowtd  them, 
having  also  sulfcn  d  from  the  excfstive  best.  Oo  the  15th  of 
November,  Mr.  WerriU  died,  bsppj  in  Ood,  the  first  of  a  long 
list  of  fidthfnl  Missionaries  who  bare  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the 
climate  of  Jamaiea;  and  tbos  the  Socirty  wbicb  bad  been 
eoUeeted  was  kit  without  a  Fsstor. 

In  the  month  of  Mst,  179),  the  beaits  of  the  {x^ple  were 
gladdened  by  tbe  arrival  of  the  Bev.  William  Fish;  whose 
tealous  laboors  were  sueeestful  in  re-or|piniiing  the  Mission. 
AboQt  nine  mouths  nflerwanls.  Dr.  Coke  paid  his  third  and 
last  visit  to  Jamaica  ;  and  after  spendinjr  then*  a  few  days,  duriug 
^\  lufh  he  was  **  in  lal)our^  more  abum! a:.t,"  pn\'irhini»,  tr.ivel- 
liti^'.  ;  II  I  «  ,iViiiirin;j  to  strengthen  th*  h.tnds  of  fhi'  \fi*»jr»n« 
iji  v,  h-  ( iii'tarkcU  jor  Kngbnd,  ami  Mr.  I'i^h  w.i-*  u  u  t.'  |>urMic 
hi-  M^if'.il  lal>onr»  nlorir.  In  nf\fT  yt-nr*.  th**  t^amaicsi  Mi^-;on 
was  -tn  "ii^tht  !ir'(i  l)v  l\\v  artu.il  of  th'"  K<  v   .\lr»*r*.  A!t'\.iu<lcr, 

Campbell,  Jrowicr^  Bradaack,  Wiggatu,  Johustoo,  Shipman^ and 
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a  host  of  other  brave  and  zealous  Ministers  of  Christ,  who  snc- 

(Kissively  laboured  and  suffered  in  this  interestiuij;  island,  but 
into  tiic  history  of  whose  labours  the  limits  of  this  brief  sketch 
forbid  us  to  enter.  Suffice  it  to  sny  that,  amid  opposition  and 
persecution  such  as  has  seldom  been  witnessed  in  mode  rn  times, 
they  nobly  persevered.  For  several  years  in  succession,  some 
of  the  chapels  were  closed  by  persecntini;  enactments,  called 
"laws;"  othci-s  were  completely  demolished  by  ruthless  mobs, 
whilst  the  inotfensive  Missionaries  were  imprisoned  or  insulted 
in  a  manner  too  shocking  to  relate,  fiiill  they  pressed  onwards  ; 
and  their  faithful  labours  were  crowned  with  abundant  success. 
The  good  work  spread  from  Kingston  to  Port  Royal,  Montcjjo 
Eay,  Spanish  Town,  Morant  Bay,  Grateful  Hill,  Stony  Hill, 
FalinoQth,  St.  Ann's  Bay,  and  far  away  into  the  interior  dis- 
Incts.  In  most  of  the  towns  and  rural  bamlets,  substantial 
diapels  hare  been  erected,  which  are  crowded  with  attentive 
hearers  of  the  word  of  God ;  and  a  change  has  passed  over  the 
face  of  society  which  is  pleasing  to  contemplate.  Notwith-* 
standing  the  various  trials  and  adverse  circumstances  with  which 
Jamaica  has  had  to  contend,  in  common  with  several  other  West 
India  oolonies,  it  is  a  deltghtfnl  fact  that  there  are  now,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society  in  the  island, 
8eventi/'(wo  chapehy  tiCL'ntf/-fti:<'  other  preaching -plnces^  and 
»evenlt/-ttoo  Missionaries.  Upwards  of  sixteen  tlwnsand  cmtcrls 
arennited  in  church  fellowships  and  jive  thousand  chlfdrni  are 
aUendiihj  Ihe  Mission  srhooh  ;  whilst  thirtij-tljht  thowi'nid  of  the 
in  habit  aiUs  are  reported  as  menU/ers  of  the  respective  congrega' 
tions. 

Antigua  now  claims  our  attention;  not  that  it  ranks  next 
to  Jamaica  in  size  and  importance  as  a  British  colony,  but 
because  it  was  honoilred  to  be  the  first  Wesleyan  Mission  sta- 
tion in  the  West  Indies.  This  island  was  discovered  by 
Colttmbns  in  the  course  of  his  second  voyage,  and  received  its 
present  name  in  honour  of  St.  Mary  of  Antigua,  to  whom  a 
church  in  Seville  was  dedicated.  It  is  situated  in  latitude  17* 
6'  north,  and  longitude  61"  50'  west,  twenty-£ve  miles  north- 
east from  Montserrat,  and  forty  miles  north  of  Guadabupe,  and 
is  said  to  be  fifty  miles  in  circamferenoe ;  with  a  population  of 
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ihiriy-eight  thousand.  For  many  je&n  after  iU  first  (Hsro\ ery» 
Autigna  seenw  to  have  heea  negiaeted  by  the  Spaniarda^ni 
oonaeqnenoa  of  ito  being  entuely  destitnla  aptinga  and  man. 
The  land  being  genanlly  Jow,  it  cannot  boaat  of  aeenay  eqnal 
to  that  of  aonie  of  the  other  ialanda.  It  waa  not  tiU  Uia  year 
16S9,  thai  a  legdar  aettlement  waa  famed,  by  a  amatt  nomber 
of  French  pbuiiera»  from  St.  Christopher^  On  their  arrival» 
they  fonnd  the  Island  totally  deatitnte  of  inhabitantas  the 
native  Caribs  having  deserted  it-ftom  the  seardtj  of  water* 
This  serious  disadvauUigc  caused  the  Freuch  ulso  to  abandon 
the  place  ^ooii  iift»  ru anls  ;  but,  in  1632,  it  was  l..k»  ii  f>ossesston 
ui  bv  a  puily  of  I jit:li*ihmcn,  who  collected  the  r,.iii-u.iicr  ui 
tanks,  and,  to  a  coiisi<K'r:iblc  extmt,  uvereume  ti.*-  dilli-  nlliea 
Wila  vviiich  they  hnri  al  lirsl  to  contend.  In  llic  wata  ot"  lOf'S, 
thf  co!onv  ft'll  into  tiie  hands  of  ihe  French,  l)ut  was  re*ton.'d 
agutii  lo  the  Lai'li^ii  in  1  r>OS  ;  since  which  time  It  has  OOfitinucd 
to  be  tui  nppenttage  to  tiic  l^ritish  crown. 

Although  the  scarcity  of  water  in  Autigua  has  to  a  considor* 
able  r\t*  lit  hcen  overcome  by  artificial  means,  the  island  is  &cill 
subject,  at  timea,  to  lon^  contiuued  droughts ;  a  ciranmstaaea 
which  has  oocusion'^lly  tvtanled  its  ugricidtuml  and  ooamercial 
ptosperity.  The  dimate  is  said  to  be  tolerably  healthy,  liow- 
ever,  and  it  is  poaaeiaed  of  eteellent  harbonra.  The  pmctpal 
arildfl  of  cuUnre  waa  originally  cotton ;  bnt,  for  many  yean 
pst,  thia  has  given  plaee  to  aogar*  the  general  staple  of  the 
British  West  Indiea.  Fromiooa»  and  frntt  of  variona  kinda^ 
are  raised  in  abnndanoa ;  and,  on  the  whole^  this  b  a  destiabia 
place  of  rettdence  for  the  tropics.  The  city  of  St.  Jobn*a  » the 
capital  of  the  oolouy,  and  the  place  of  residenee  for  the  GoTemor 
Crenrral  of  all  the  leeward  islands.  The  towns  of  Parham, 
Willoughby  llay,  Entrlish  Harbour*  and  rnhuouth,  are  of  secon- 
il.iH  ;iiiport;incc,  ioiii  wtue  of  ihciu  the  mere  remains  oi  what 
tin  V  once  were. 

Antigua  lias  o.\' a\  ^  ii.  il  lin-  rt  jmuuon  of  1;<  lu^  iu  aJvariOe 
of  the  other  Uci»l  Itiili  a  •  uiuoie;*,  ifi  civiiuLatiuu,  enlightm- 
ujcnt,  and  humanity.  Ai  an  early  ikthhI,  the  loeid  l^'«;i*!.aurt* 
lu.iclcd  a  law  for  the  trial  of  rrimiunh  i'V  a  jnrv  of  >I>im'-,  an 

wcU  as  free  men ;  and  when  the  great  cmancipaltoa  came,  Uua 
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island  nobly  dispensed  with  the  apprenticeship,  and  freed  the 
slaves  at  once. 

The  Moravians  had  laboured  successfully  for  some  time  in 
Antit^ua,  when  the  Wesley  an  Mctliodists  were  called  by  a 
remarkable  providence  to  take  their  share  of  the  important 
work  of  evangelizing  the  poor  Negroes.  As  early  as  1760,  the 
Speaker  of  the  Housq  of  Assembly,  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Gilbert, 
began  to  bold  meetings  for  the  religtons  instruction  of  the 
slaves  on  his  own  and  neighbouring  estates ;  having  himself 
been  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  tbe  truth,  under  the  preaching 
of  the  Ber.  John  Wesley,  during  a  visit  whieh  be  paid  to 
England  some  time  before*  Considerable  progress  bad  been 
made  in  this  good  work  by  Mr.  Gilbert,  aided  by  his  pious 
partner  and  a  like-minded  brother,  when,  about  eighteen  years 
afterwards,  Mr.  John  Baxter,  a  zealous  Local  Preacher,  arrived 
ftom  England,  on  the  2nd  of  April,  177 S,  to  pursue  his  occupa- 
tion as  shipwright,  in  His  Majesty's  dock-yard  at  Ensjlish  Har- 
bour. This  excellent  man  immediately  united  with  the  Gilberts 
in  spreading  abroad  the  knowledge  of  a  Saviour's  love  among 
the  poor  Negroe?  ;  travelling  to  distant  plantations  to  instruct 
the  people  after  the  labours  of  the  day  were  over,  and  address- 
ing large  assemblies  on  the  Sabbath  day.  The  result  was  a 
glorious  ingathering  of  precious  souls  to  the  fold  of  Christ.  As 
the  work  extended,  application  was  made  to  oVTr.  Wesley  to 
send  out  a  regular  Missionary ;  but  the  claims  of  other  parts  of 
the  wide  field  caused  a  long  delay.  At  length,  however,  the 
necessity  was  met,  in  a  manner  which  no  one  had  anticipated. 

In  the  year  1786,  Dr.  Coke  and  three  Missionaries,  Messrs. 
Hammett,  Wanrener,  and  Chirke,  left  England  for  Nova  Scotia ; 
but  from  stress  of  weather  were  driven  to  Antigua.  They 
landed  at  St,  John's  on  Christmas  Bay;  and  whilst  walking  up 
the  street,  they  met  Mr  Baxter,  going  to  preach  to  a  large  con- 
gregation. The  venerable  Doctor  took  the  pulpit,  and  his 
pious, heart  was  stirred  within  him  whilst  looking  upon  and 
addressing  one  thousand  Hatening  Negroes,  as  be  now  saw 
more  clearly  than  ever  the  band  of  God,  in  the  mysterious 
manner  in  which  he  had  been  brought  to  their  shores.  Yield- 
ing to  this  rcuuiikable  providence,  Dr.  Coke  left  Mr.  Warrenet 
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to  n«^{st  Afr,  Baxter  in  Aiiti^un,  and  started  oil  with  liic  other 
Missionaries  to  seek  to  rvangtlize  the  neighbouring  lauds, 
Otiicr  zealous  labourers  followed  in  sucocssioo ;  and  such  was 
the  rnpid  progim  of  the  work,  that  when  Dr.  Coke  called 
tb«  iaJand  two  years  afterwardt»  be  was  delighted  with  tbe 
prosperous  state  of  the  Mission.  SlUl  more  bkaaed  moHs 
were  realised  ailerwards ;  and  we  have  now,  in  oonnexkn  with 
the  Wesleyaa  Minion  in  Anti^,  (m  ck^eUJbiw  Mmicmnm^ 
mearfy  two  tkomand  chmrA  wnemitn^  mid  one  ikmm$iMifm 

atUnd  He  publk  mnkm^ 

Barbuda  is  a  small  English  isbnd,  sitoated  about  tbirtj-fivt 
miles  to  the  north  of  Antigun,  with  a  population  of  aboiii  two 

thousan<l.  The  land  is  generally  ilat,  and  the  soil  is  better 
adapted  for  grazing  tluiu  for  cullivalion.  Tiu-  chief  trade  of  llic 
rojnnists  consists  of  cattle,  pigs,  jwulirv,  l»ors>e«.  and  nuiles, 
whirh  arc  raised  in  the  counti^',  and  shipped  for  sale  in  the 
lieigldHiuring  islm.Is. 

T\w  iidmhitfiiits  of  Hnrbiidn  arc  largclv  imUbted  to  ibe 
Wcslr  vuii  Mi^-i  )ii  on  the  neiglil>oiiriug  island  for  the  religions 
knottlcdffc  and  privileges  which  they  possess,  although  tht 
settl<'nu  lit  liai  only  been  oocasionalljr  visited  by  the  Mission- 
aries from  Antigua;  the  sparseness  of  the  popu!  tioti.  sad 
other  difficulties,  haviog  hitherto  prevented  tho  rtrtsMithnwial 
of  a  separate  station ;  a  measure  whic^  has  been  lenderad  leaa 
ueressaiy  by  the  appointment  of  n  Minister  of  another  denomi- 
nation to  rrside  there  of  kta  years.  In  181S»  the  Ber.  8.  P. 
Woollcy  preached  freqnontly  to  the  people,1iepltied  ninety4hm 
rhildmi  and  thirty-fonr  adults  in  one  day,  and  renewed  the 
qoartcriy  tickets  of  fifty*aix  chnreh  membeis. 

•  tft  thr  )^rar  18S6.  thi  AistifW  MiMM  safctd  a  mm  leM^lyths 
wrtrfcortke"  Maria**  sMil-bost;  on  wbkh  •coM'oa  nra  MissMiuaiaa* 
TWO  wms,  ana  roua  cniiAScn,  with  /ra  strwmmi§,  mI  with  a  mlHj 

tmvp.  V--  *  rpr»  werr  Mr.  anl  Mr».  WhAr,  witk  Ubetr  thi««  duldmi ; 
Mr.  ftnil  Mrt  Trti»rott.  ana  oor  A^i  Mr.  Joms.  Mr.  HillVr  .tad  Mr. 
Oke,  dl  of  ihr  AntiKiw  *».i{i<>n  ,  wh;,  K  w-*,  br  tkb  mjiterioiu  IVrrriitiaiT, 

tta^  Mr*.  Ju'  t  s   wSo  aftrrMtrds  WTotCy  iof  I'^mnitifta,  a  miytt  *F"iitia|t 
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Dominica  was  the  first  land  discovered  by  Columbus  on  his* 
second  voyaj^e  to  the  New  \\  oi  ui ;  ami,  luiving  been  descried 
on  Sundav,  the  3rd  of  November,  1493,  it  was  called  Domiuica, 
which  is  in  Latin  equivalent  to  our  Enirlish  "  Lord's  day."  It  is 
aliont  twenty-nine  miles  in  length,  and  ^ixt^  (  n  in  breadth,  and 
i3  sit  i  ited  nenrly  midway  between  Guadaloupe  and  Martinique, 
in  latitude  15<*  82'  north,  and  lonj^itude  61**  23'  west,  with  a 
population  of  aljout  twenty-two  thousand.  The  general  aspect 
of  this  island  is  mountaiDOiis  and  rugged,  the.  interior  being 
covered  with  forests  of  exocUent  timber ;  but  it  potaestes  many 
fertile  valleys,  and  is  watered  by  upwards  of  thirty  rivers,  which 
flow  in  various  directions.  la  former  years  coffee  and  cotton, 
for  which  the  soil  is  said  to  be  well  adapted,  were  cultirated  to 
a  considerable  extent;  but  at  present  angar  is  the  staple  com* 
nodity  for  exportation,  abundance  of  vegetables  and  fruits  being 
grown  for  borne  consumption. 

Wben  first  settled  by  the  French  about  the  beginning  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  Dominica  was  inhabited  by  a  race  of  Caribs 
-simihir  to  those  which  were  found  on  the  neighbouring  islnndss 
but  they  were  soon  made  to  give  place  to  the  more  hardy  Negro. 
In  1759  the  island  fell  by  conquest  under  t}m  dominion  of  Great 
Britain.  In  177S  it  was  retaken  bv  the  French ;  but  it  was 
restored  to  the  Enijlish  in  1783,  since  which  period  it  has 
remained  a  J'riti-»h  possession,  though  still  possessins^  much  of 
the  Frencli  element  in  the  composition  of  its  population. 

On  the  evening  of  Friday,  the  hfth  of  January,  17S7,  Dr. 
Coke,  with  Messrs.  Baxter,  1  lam  mutt,  and  Clarke,  arrived  at 
Dominica  ;  where  they  were  kindly  received  and  entertained  by  a 
Hr.  Bum,  to  whom  they  were  introduced.  The  way  not  appearing 
open,  as  yet,  for  the  commencement  of  a  Mission,  they  only 
remained  two  or  tlirc^e  days ;  and,  after  the  Doctor  had  preached 
at  the  house  of  Mrs.  VYebley,  a  lady  of  colour,  and  conversed 
with  a  few  Negroes  and  two  pious  soldiers  in  the  garrison,  the 
missionary  party  proceeded  in  their  schooner  to  St.  Vincent's. 
Nearly  two  years  afterwards,  on  the  19th  of  December,  1788, 
Dr.  Coke  paid  a  second  visit  to  this  island,  accompanied  by 
Messrs.  Baxter  and  M'Cornodc,  the  latter  of  whom  was  left  at 
3oae«u»  iht  capital,  to  eommence^i  Misaion,  the  anrangemeDt 
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•havinj^  been  snnctioned  by  his  Excellpiiqr  tfce  Oovmior.  Mr. 
JifConiock  bad  oaly  labonred  for  a  fen-  months  with  a  pl<^sing 
meatnre  of  success,  when  be  waft  called  awav  bf  death,  being 
tbe  ftrat  Wctlqraii  Miaaionaiy  wbo  fell  in  the  West  Indies ;  and 
tbe  inllmt  dittreh  was  left  destitute  of  a  Bwtor  for  aennl  yeira. 
Oa  tbe  Sid  of  Janoaiy,  1798,  Dr.  Coko  called  onee  more  at 
Dominica;  and,  being  mncb  affected  witb  tbe  destitute oon- 
dition  of  tbe  people,  in  Uw  course  of  tbe  following  year  be  seat 
Mr.  Cook  to  collect  tbe  tcattered  flock,  and  rrooi— wmce  tbe 
Uiaaion.  Mr.  Cook  wm  soeceeded  hj  Meian.  I>itmbletoii» 
Taylor,  Boeock,  Shipley,  and  others;  several  of  whom  fell  a 
sacrifice  to  the  elimato,  whifh  is  generally  admitted  to  be  one 
of  the  most  uuhtiJ.ihy  in  the  West  !iulif»s,  es^>erially  on  the 
leewanl  coast.  Biu,  iritwiilisUiuiiu^  evcrv  <lit]i':uUv,  ilu?  cwkI 
H'ork  lin-  |iro^}>€mi  horn  year  to  y^ar:  niul  {]](*■  Mi«*imt  now 
number-^  "i.^  ikapfU,  fhrrt*  of'it-r  i>rr'irlitii'j-^Un'r4,  4is  JtUHu'mi 
ami  itcen! '/•!*' r  rh*tr''h  vu-^isht-rs,  (if''  hvti'ht^l  <^^'^  f^"  w^.^n^arn  tM 
the  Miwion  schooU^  ft-u!  tifirr'n  kundrcd  pcriQH*  m  (Uir/tdaMce  m4 
thf  re^p^fir"  plat f 9  oj  wor$Atp. 

MoNTSKKKAT  is  the  next  inland  whicb  pa?*rs  under  review, 
it  is  situate<i  in  lolitade  IS"  41'  north,  and  longitude  62»  13' 
west,  about  twentj^two  miles  south-west  of  Antignn.  and  tb« 
anme  distance  north- we^t  of  (>uadaloupe,  and  south-east  ot 
Neris.  it  it  only  twelve  miles  long  and  aeren  broad,  and  is 
add  to  bafo  receiTed  its  present  name  fiom  its  rugged  and 
moontatnout  aspect.  It  was  first  settled  bjr  Sir  Tbomas  Warner 
and  bis  parfy  nnd«T  tbe  protection  of  tbe  Britisb  Qoremmenl 
in  About  1664  it  was  taken  bj  tbe  French ;  but  it  was 

restored  to  tb^  Ei^th  at  tbe  peace  of  Breda,  and  bas  ootttittned 
Cfer  sinoe  under  our  flag.  Montaemt  ia  called  by  Montgomeiy 
Martin  a  romantic  little  isle,**  and  it  can  entainly  boatt  of 
splendid  teener).  Colerid^  expresses  himself  as  drli^hted 
With  hii  ride  from  moiitb.  tljo  iMpital,  to  the  SouffritTe,  as 
•ome  of  the  views  rvmiiulf-d  him  of  his  native  Wcslraorviand  l«ke 
dUtrii  i.  The  stapk  af;.nL  of  lif^Jno  ^npar  ;  but  of  Intc 
years  a  considerable  trade  has  bceti  cnucd  an  hy  the  exportii* 
tion  of  r«rt*wo  >(l,  chiefly  to  Hart  ul  m  The  [Kiptilntirtn  was 
oucc  eatiuiatcd  al  fiilceu  thouaand,  but  it  bas  dwiitdied  down  t» 
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little  more  tiiaa  half  that  munber,  diiefly  by  emigrarion  to 
Trinidad  and  other  more  prosperona  ishmds,  where  a  better 
pffoapeot  of  ameaa  presented  itadf  to  the  inhabitanta. 

The  early  aettlera  in  Hontaenat  were  chiefly  Iriah*  and  of  the 
Boman  Catholic  Ghoreh ;  and  aome  of  their  deaoendania  hafe 
atill  an  eatabliahment  in  the  island.  In  oooseqiience  of  the 
spirit  of  persecution  which  prevailed,  Dr.  Coke  was  unable  to 
commence  a  Mission  here  when  he  Tisited  the  neighbouring 
colonies;  but.  he  makes  mention  iu  liia  Journal,  in  17'J3,  of  a 
smnll  Class  of  twelve  persons  who  were  n»ct  rei^ulaily  once  a 
week  by  a  piuus  coloured  person.  In  180S  Mr.  llodj^son 
visited  Montserrat  oo  his  way  to  Tortola,  and  commuuicated 
the  result  of  his  observations  to  Dr.  Cokp  ;  but  it  was  not  till 
the  year  1820  that  a  Mission  wa?  rf::;ulariy  or^^anized  in  this 
island.  The  first  Missiouary  was  Mr.  Haddocks,  who  was 
called  away  by  death  in  the  midst  of  his  useful  labours  a  few 
months  after  his  arrivaL  He  waa  aucceeded  by  Mr.  Janion, 
who  completed  and  opened  a  new  chapel  commenced  by  hia 
lamented  predeoeaaor,  and  the  good  work  continned  to  proaper* 
These  pioneers  were  followed  in  after  years  by  a  noble  race  of 
fiuthfiil  Missionariea  in  aiioeesrion ;  and  the  fruit  of  their  kbours 
oontinae  to  thia  day,  although  many  changes  haYe  taken  place. 
We  now  number  in  thia  little  ialand/oar  ekt^teUt  one  MMomry^ 
three  hmdred  mtd  moee^^^mie  memien^  three  hmdred  mtd 
thirfy-famr  eeh^art,  tmd  $me  hmdred  mttendmtte  em  pMe 
watvAip.  , 

Kbvib  18  another  beautlM  little  iabnd,  which  appears  on  the 
approach  of  the  voyager  like  a  conical  mountain  rising  out  of 
the  sea.   It  is  only  eight  miles  long  and  five  broad ;  but  being 

well  watered  and  fertile,  it  was  lonnerly  very  productive  iu 
sugar,  2:in<rer,  and  the  u.^iial  fruits  aud  provisions  ot  the  tropics. 
It  could  oacc  huast  of  a  population  of  thirty  tiiousand  ;  but,  by 
reverse  of  circumstances,  emifjrntiou,  and  the  desolaLing  effects 
of  cholera  in  1853,  it  has  been  reduced  to  If^'^s  thnn  one  third 
that  niHTiber.  Nevis  is  separated  from  St.  Kitt's  at  its  south- 
eastern end  !>y  a  narrow  clianncl  three  miles  broad,  in  latitude 
17®  11'  north,  and  longitude  63°  S'  west.  It  wns  ori^'nally 
settled  by  a  party  of  Knglishmeu  under  Sir  Tliomas  Warner. 


VABT  XI.— WIST  niBttt. 


Dr.  Ck>ke  paid  his  firet  Tiiit  to  this  loYdj  isle  on  the  loth  af 
Januaiy,  1787 ;  and  in  tbe  following  yew  the  work  U  ll» 
Mitiioii  wiii  vegnltrly  ofganlxed  bj  Mr*  Uamowtt,  who  mmm 
OYor  fioa  St.  Kitt*«  to  ptcadi  to  Uie  Ncgraerat  tba  invtlatiOD 
of  Mr.  Brasier.  Tbia  gentlonatt.  togetlier  wilh  the  McMn. 
Neabitt,  tupported  the  eaiiae  moot  aoblj ;  and,  from  the  begin* 
nin^,  the  work  was  favoured  with  marked  proaperity.  At  en 
early  period  we  find  the  namea  of  Meaara.  Kingaton,  Biownell, 
-Taylor,  Turner,  laheoi,  Woollej*  Morgan,  Hunt,  Mofticri  and 
oih<^r  wortliics  connected  with  this  statioii ;  and  we  now  nnmber 
iAree  ckapeU,  ttco  Mwionariei,  fourUen  kundrfd  ckurck  vtfmken^ 
elmm  Uun/irrd  and  nLiif-uceH  «ckolar*^  and Jitt  lAoutOMd  attend" 

8t.  Ki  i  t'ii  i^)r  Si.  C'hri<toplirr's)  wfi§  d!«reovcreil  hy  Caiumbut 
in  149'?,  uihI  was  honoured  with  liis  own  ("iiristi;ui  iiamf.  !l 
Wft»  calle*!  bv  it^  oritxinnl  p(>«^L*ssor«  l.idtnuuja ,  or  tin-  '*  FrrUte 
Islnnd  and  it  is  not  unworthy  of  the  aame,  as  it  c  intiiuu-s  to 
produce  lar^e  cmps  of  sugar,  when  other  islands  arc  com  pa  ra- 
ti vely  worn  on\.  St  Kitt's  is  situated  in  latitude  17'  \  north* 
and  longitude  62<>  41^  weat,  and  is  only  eight  miles  distant  from 
6t«  Su^t.ihus  on  the  one  hand,  and  three  from  Neriaoa  the 
other.  The  island  ia  of  a  pecnliar  shape,  somewhat  iceembltnff 
Iltlj,  heving  the  form  of  an  ootatretched  leg.  In  ita  natural 
fentorea  it  ia  equally  ranaikahle  for  ragfsed  boldneaa  and  aoA 
beauty ;  a  chain  of  hilla  innnbig  ftom  north  to  eonth,  end  riii^fi 
al  Mount  Miaeiy,  to  an  elevation  of  three  thonaand  aeven  hnn* 
died  feel  above  the  level  of  the  sea ;  whilst  the  tower  alofKai 
down  to  the  water  edge,  are  highly  cnltivated«  The  i>opulnlien 
my  be  estimated  at  twenty*thiee  thoosend.  In  IMS  Sir 
Tbomaa  Warner  aettled  on  the  island  with  his  eon  od  fcnitoen 
others  from  London.  They  foond  three  Frmchweo  liring  m 
peace  with  the  nutives.  Being  favourably  impressed  with  the 
place.  Warner  went  to  England  for  recruits,  and,  on  hit  return 
iu  1C*25,  he  foumi  in  ttio  harbour  M.  h  i  jiatubur,  who  hail  just 
arrivcil  Uom  Frnnci'  with  a  party  of  miiUth.  'Ihe  Kn^Ush  and 
the  IVi  tu"h  n»^f>'<Hi  \o  liivido  the  isbbd  U'lwf<Mi  them  ;  on  «f  lug 
which,  till-  C.ifihs  took  alnrm,  and  made  nnr  upon  the  Kurojjcan 
innuiars;  but  ih^  were  defeated  with  a  loea  of  two  thousand 
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in  killed  and  wounded,  whilst  one  hundred  of  the  pale-faced 
strangers  fell  by  the  poisoned  arrows  of  the  natives.  In  after 
years  jealousies,  bickerings,  and  strife  occurred  beiveen  the  French 
and  finglish,  till  1702,  when  the  island  was  captured  by  the 
British  ;  and,  it  being  confirmed  to  us  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  in 
1713,  most  of  the  French  iefi  for  St.  Donungo,  and  the  Eo^iih 
lemained  in  peaceable  poeaeflskm. 

Oo  Thnraday,  the  ISth  of  Janoaij,  1787,  Dr.  Goke»  with 
lleasn.  Baxter,  Hammett,  aad  Chirke,  whilst  on  their  inteieating 
ionr  of  evangelization,  landed  at  St.  Kitt'a;  and  they  met  with 
such  a  cordial  welcome,  that  they  commenced  preaching  at  onoe  i 
and,  on  the  departure  of  the  rest,  Mir.  Hammett  was  left  to 
organise  and  carry  on  the  Mission.  His  labours  were  abundantly 
tnooessful,  and,  on  le-visiting  the  isUnd  in  1789,  Dr.  Coke 
was  delighted  to  find  seven  hundred  members  in  society.  The 
sealous  Doctor  again  called  at  St.  Kitt's  in  1793,  and  was 
•cheered  as  before  with  deli£!;htful  evidences  of  progress.  Mr. 
Hammett  was  succeeded  by  Messrs.  Harper,  Andrews,  Trascott, 
Brownell,  Jeukms,  aud  others ;  and  this  became  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  Missions  belonging  to  the  Wesleyan  Mission- 
ary Society  in  the  VVe^t  Indies.  It  now  numbers  nine  chapels, 
four  Musionaries,  itf^o  ihomand  t-'njld  hundrtd  an  J  nntrdj-nine 
church  members,  sevenieen  Jmndred  scholars,  and  ikoumnd 
iUtendants  on  public  worship. 

Anouilla,  or  Snake  Island,  so  called  from  its  tortuous  or 
eel-like  form,  is  situated  in  latitude  18*  north,  and  longitude 
64'  west,  about*  iifty  miles  to  the  north*west  of  SL  Kitt's,  and 
separated  from  St.  Martin's  by  a  nanow  channel.  It  is  thirty 
miles  in  length,  and  scarcely  more  than  seven  in  breadth,  in  its 
widest  parts.  The  isUind  is  generally  fiat,  without  mountains 
or  rivers,  and  diffiers  in  its  general  aspeet  from  most  of  the 
other  West  India  islands,  reminding  one  rather  of  some  dtitiieta 
in  Kent,  or  Devonshire.  The  soil  is  deep,  but  ehalli^,  and 
appears  not  ao  well  adapted  for  tropical  produce;  althoof^ 
sugar,  cotton,  and  provisions  are  grown  in  the  island,  Tho 
chief  staple  for  exportation  is  salt,  which  is  manuliMtured,  and 
shipped  to  America,  in  considerable  quantities.  Anguilla  was 
discovered  and  colonised  by  the  English  in  1650,  and  has  ev«r 
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warn  nmainad  ■  firituh  possession,  hafiiig  wommMj  nm^tai 
•fwy  ittadL  nade  upon  it  in  times  of  war. 

Tbe  Gotpel  wat  fiftt  punched  in  ikit  ialtnd  hf  ft  wwwitoi 
aitin^  who  was  himself  the  Mi  of  mleeionaiy  laboor,  ati 
M  nltidiatdy  edled  to  the  ChrieHen  Hiniitiy.  When  the 
Mieeion  had  heen  iqtulatlj  oiganiaed,  a  lemdenl  UieiMNiaij 
oecopied  the  station ;  but  of  hvte  ymn.  tnm  the  tmannew  of 
the  population,  and  the  pfeeeinff  demands  of  other  pbeee,  the 
Minister  has  hen  withdiawn,  and  the  ishmd  is  visited  at  elatai 
periods  from  St.  Martin's.  Angnilla  has  im  tkapeU,  tee  Am»» 
^red  and  sirty  ekurck  memhen,  fifty  five  tckalars^  tmdm§e9  kmh- 
tired  au-l  Jifttf  aiUxdarts  on  public  trortkip. 

St.  Bart's  (or  St.  Bartbolomeu is  ihv  only  inland  li<  lofig- 
iiig  to  Sweden  in  the  Wrst  Indirs.  It  w.is  first  Iw  ld  bv  souMt 
Bnglish  adventurer?,  nnd  nfier^vards  by  the  rn-iu  h ;  but  in 
17J^R  it  was  ceded  to  Swrden,  It  is  situated  in  latitude 
uorth,  ««<!  Ioni;i«ude  <tVS°  40'  west,  about  twenty-five  iiultrs* 
north  of  St.  Kilt's,  an  1  i>  possessed  of  n  pood  harnour  .  but 
the  soil  is  poor,  and  the  »eenery  uninviting,  it  is  a  small 
island,  being  only  about  fortjr  miks  in  drcumfenoee.  Thv 
cbi(  f  ex))orts  arc  snid  to  be  druji^s  and  Upmm  wUm, 

The  Wesley  in  Missioc  in  this  island  wns  commenced  by  the 
Be?.  William  Turton  in  the  year  179€,  On  his  errifel,  he  vae 
reeeiTed  with  platitude  hy  all  dassee  of  the  eommnnity.  The 
Governor  frnrnted  him  the  use  of  the  chnreh ;  hot.  as  this  wna 
not  ataibhie  for  evenhiy  meetings,  he  soon  built  a  chsprit  and 
the  blessing  of  Ood  fssled  upon  hie  lebonis.  •On  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Ttarton»  other  lebonven  oeenpied  the  ftdd,  and  the  good 
work  eontinned  to  edvanee.  Among  the  eariy  If issienaiiee 
appointed  to  this  station,  we  notice  the  honouwd  namee  of 
Messrs.  Dobioe,  Whilworth,  White,  Gilji^ss,  Ff^eh,  and 
FfWua.  St.  Bnrl*8  has  now  om  ehapel,  one  J/iJ*iVN:n/ 
hundrrd  and  t^mttf-emht  churrh  siit-m»lrr*^  Mut^  tckmar*,  and 
tkttt  kuhdrrd  of/rndtiul^  t  ja  ^klltt  icorthip. 

St.  Fr«<TATn  s  lifl,on<j«  tr>  thr  UntrH  :  nnd  although  it  only 
or«nipit  s  hut  n  hu-iiMf  pluee  nmanc  ii*^  \V<  -t  Indin  rolf>nins, 
it  iH.  nevertliele**.  n  i.lm^.tnt  littV  island.     U  is  'it'i,i!.d  in 

Intitnde  W  1^'  nortb»snd  longitude  63*  0'  west,  aud  at  a 
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^slaiioe  of  only  dght  miles  south-casi  ftom  St*  Kitt's.  lifct 
Kefis,  the  tthnd  consists  of  one  eoniesl  mooDtdn,  witk  • 

<nggcd,  rocky  summit,  the  gently  sloping  sides  of  which  are 
adorned  with  plnntations  of  sugar-cane  and  yam  grounds. 

Dr.  Coke  earnestly  ilcbirtd  to  esUiblisli  a  Mission  in  ^t. 
£ustatius  in  171i2 ;  but  every  attempt  was  met  with  the  most 
determined  resistance  oa  the  part  of  Governor  Rennolds,  and 
the  other  civil  autiioritifs.  Il  was  not  till  the  vcnr  1803  that 
the  preaching  of  the  Missionaries  was  permitted,  and  the  Mission 
rc^ujRrlv  formed,  although  several  persons  bnd  received  good, 
■and  were  holding  meetings  secretly,  long  before.  The  late 
B^v.  M.  C.  Dixoa  was  the  first  Wesleyan  Minister  appointed 
to  labour  in  this  island ;  and,  from  the  very  first,  the  blessing 
of  God  attended  hb  labours.  The  Dutch,  hnvin^  no  religions 
estAblishmeai  of  their  own,  enoouragod  the  Wesleyan  Missioa» 
«nd  of  late  years  have  supported  it  with  a  peeuniuy  annusl 
grant.  The  ishmd  has  one  ch^d,  <m  MiMMmary^  tmo  kimMt 
4utd  tweiUy*mM  tkmth  memben,  one  ktmdred  and  mgktg  seMsr^ 
'midjlve  kmdf§d  mtd gUmdmffptMic  wnrakip, 

St.  Martin's  belongs  to  the  Dutch  and  Fieneh  ooiqointl^ ; 
but  the  Protestant  portion  of  the  oomnnnity  of  both  colonies 
is  dependent  upon  the  mioistintbns  of  the  Wesleyan  Hiamw 
aries  for  religious  instruction.  It  may  be  stated  to  their  ciedit» 
that  both  the  public  functionaries,  and  the  people  generatty, 
attend  the  public  worship  of  God  with  remarkable  regniarity; 
and  of  late  years  boLii  the  Lnipeior  of  the  French  and  tlic.  Kino; 
of  Holland  have  contributed  liberally  towards  the  support  of 
the  Wesleyan  Ministry  in  their  respective  possessions.  The 
Misbiou  in  St.  ^lartin's  was  commenced  in  1819,  by  the  Kev. 
Jonathan  Rayner,  who  was  called  away  by  death,  soon  after  the 
work  was  bt  ^ain  ;  but  he  was  succeeded  by  others,  whose  hibours 
have  been  crowned  with  suc^ss.  We  now  number  in  both 
departments  of  the  work  in  this  island,  three  c/tapels,  four  other 
freacking-plaeet,  (too  Minionariei^  three  hundred  and  Mh'fi^ 
^htreh  memben,  two  hundred  and  iwemi^-ikree  ukolan,  ami  ami 
Aamtand  attendants  on  public  worship, 

Sab4  is  also  a  Dutch  island,  and  an  out-station  was  fomed 
ttcie,  ia  conneiion  with  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Sode^,  at 
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■a  tsAj  period;  Imt,  as  ike  populttkm  was  small,  it  liia  neitr 
been  Ikvonred  with  a  naideiit  Miasioiiaij,  bat  is  virilcd  oeai> 
aioiially  fion  otber  idands. 

Thb  Vnexv  IsiiAIibb.— Ibia  was  tbe  name  ghren  to  • 
duster  of  loitj  klets  and  lodo^  aboat  tttj  in  nnmber,  din* 
oofoed  bj  Colombns  in  1498,  in  bonoor  of  tbe  Booueb  legend 
of  tbe  eleven  tbonsand  viifina.  Tb^  bdoQg  cbidlj  to  Oicat 
Britain,  and  tboee  tbat  an  inbabited  are  nMned  respectire^ 
Tortola,  Tir^n  Gorda,  or  Spanith  Town,  Fort  Tan  Drkes, 
Ancgada,  Peter's  Island,  and  a  few  others.  They  are  situated 
to  I  he  north-west  of  the  Leeward  Island*;,  andTortoIn,  tlit-  l.ir^'cst 
aud  the  scat  of  govLrnment,  is  in  latitudts  1S°  2U'  north.  ;ind 
longitude  64"  30'  wpnt.  These  islands  are  celehmt*  <l  (or  the 
excellency  and  gn-at  variety  of  the  fish  which  is  caught  on  their 
shores ;  nnd  in  somr  of  them  mines  of  eopper,  bl.ick-lead, 
arsenic,  nnd  even  gold  and  silver,  were  formerly  worked  to 
advantage. 

The  population,  both  bond  nnd  free,  amounting  to  about 
deren  thousand,  was  said  to  be  in  a  fearfully  demoralised  state 
when  Ur.  Coke  fint  bnded  in  Tortola  in  1789 ;  but  a  wonder- 
ful change  was  speedily  effected  by  the  rcgenemting  inlhiaiea 
of  tbe  Gospel.  Mr.  Hanunett  was  tbe  first  Missionary  appointed 
to  labour  in  tbese  islands;  and  be  soon  sneeeeded  in  gaiWring 
•  goodly  nnniber  of  tbe  people  into  dinrch  feUowdiip.  Ha 
was  sneeeeded  by  Meesfs.  Owen,  M'Kean,  Tomer,  Murdoeli^ 
BeowneU,  and  olbers ;  and  tbe  nsnlts  bave  been  teijf  encooraf^ 
lig.  Toflela  is  tbe  bead  of  tbe  Cifcoil,  wbeie  tbe  Ministcia 
feslde,  and  from  wbiob  they  visit  tbe  respectire  beys  and  islets 
at  stated  periods.  Tbers  are  now  in  tbe  wbole  Cirenit  mtm 
ekapels,  two  Mimommriet,  mmUm  JhmArd  md  tmrnfy-ri^U 

tir  hundred  and  foHj^m  §eMari,  and  tJkrte 
Aotuand  aiUmdani*  on  pmUic  trorsM  ip, 

The  ishinii'^  of  S(.  Thnmns,  Si.  John,  and  St .  Croix  Wone  to 
the  Pnnrs ;  but  the  ju  ople  gem-raliy  i\u:-A  Knglifih ,  ai»d,  trum 
the  pef"»oiud  ol)«.rrvat!on«  made  by  the  v  ritrr  on  \hv  spot 
sevrnd  year*  a;:o,  he  of  opiniuu  that  if  the  way  wnr  ('|^en  to 
establish  a  NVexh  Nan  Mi*«.ion  nmonj^  them,  the  n>iilt  w.  ul<!  ^>*' 

b^hly  eattsfactoiy.   Hiibcrto  tbe  Danisb  GovcniB^t  baro 
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been  extremely  jeelons  of  the  Weslcjan  Miasionaries,  Mid 
strictly  prohibited  them  from  preBchiog  in  any  of  their  oolooiee^ 
ftaring  the  influence  which  their  lahoim  might  have  on  their 
cherished  institution  of  slaveiy ;  but  surely  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  slavery)  and  religious  intolerance,  and  eveiy 
hinderance  to  the  progress  of  the  Gospel  shall  be  entirdy  and 
for  ever  swept  awwy. 

The  Bahaius. — We  have  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
reader  to  ?i  singular  ^roup  of  islands  called  the  Bnliamas.  They 
extend  in  a  cicac* nt-iikc  form  iVcm  the  Mataiiiila  leel,  in  latitude 
27°  50'  north,  and  longitude  7ii°  r/  west,  to  Turk's  Island,  m 
latitude  21"  2;i'  north,  and  longitude  71"  5'  west,  a  distance  of 
about  six.  hundred  miles.  New  Providence  is  the  most  impor- 
tant islnnd  of  the  <jroup,  nnd  the  seat  of  government  for  the 
whole  ;  but  it  is  the  one  named  St.  Salvador  that  is  celebrated 
as  the  land  first  seen  by  Columbus,  on  the  12ih  of  October, 
1492,  when  on  his  first  voyage  of  discovery  to  tiie  New  World. 
The  Bahamas  were  then  densely  peopled  by  the  Indian  race, 
vrho  were  soon  shipped  off  to  work  the  mines  of  Peru  and 
Mexico,  whei^  tiie  Spaniards  began  their  search  for  gold.  In 
161^9  New  Providence  was  settled  by  the  English,  the  native 
tribes  having  become  entirely  extinct.  About  twelve  years 
afterwards,  tbe  Spaniards  drove  them  from  the  island,  and  mur- 
dered the  Governor,  besides  committbg  many  other  acts  of 
cmelty.  In  1666,  the  English  again  colonized  the  Bahamas  s 
but,  in  1703,  the  French  and  Spaniards  again  expelled  them, 
and  destroyed  their  plantations.  After  many  other  changes, 
and  fearful  depredations  by  pirates,  the  Bahamas  were  finally 
ceded  to  the  British  by  treaty  in  1783,  since  which  period  thej 
have  remained  in  our  possession. 

From  the  more  favourable  character  of  the  climate  and  other 
circumstances,  a  lar<^er  proportion  oi  Ua-  inhabitants  are  whites 
in  these  islands,  than  in  any  other  pan  ol  the  West  Indies ; 
but,  according  to  undoubted  testimony,  all  classes  were  iu  a 
most  appalling  state  of  spiritual  destitution  at  the  bcc^in- 
ninp^  of  the  present  century,  when  the  Wesleyan  Mission  was 
commenced  for  their  benetit.  The  Ktv.  W.  Turton  had  the 
honour  of  laying  the  foundation  of  this  good  work,  being  ufter- 


in  his  eYangelical  labours  in  Kcw  Pro?icl< 
ttd  the  other  islands  by  Me«n.  Rutledge»  Dovtoo,  Wai^ 
Moor,  and  others.  The  work  was  uUimatdij  Oigaaited  into 
mgular  Wetlfyaii  Cirauita,  wUeb  unitedly  fonaed  •  Diatiiat^  of 
irhieh  Mr.  Tinrton  was  for  nuuiy  jem  the  booonied 
There  nenoir  proaperam  atatioie  it  New  Pmvidciiot* 
there,  Herbonr  lalend,  Abeeo^  Tnik'e  Iilaiid,  ud  warn  othona  «f 
leaa  importanee ;  aod  the  Behaaui  Biatriet  nmihfire  aaaire  Oft' 
mitt,  thirty  ckapeU^  mm  Mimimmnm,  ikm  ttieieeJ  tav  km^ 

lie  wortkip. 

Hatti  is  the  mime  now  «:(»ncral!y  ^xm  to  that  portion  of 
the  islnnd  of  St.  Domingo,  or  llispaniob,  which  is  occupied 
by  n  republic  of  bl;u  k  and  coloured  people,  w  uo  cast  off  the 
yoke  of  slavery  uud  uf  the  French  Government,  nnd  dtrkred 
their  independence,  in  1^03.  This  little  common  wealth, 
exhil)itin'^'  n«  it  dots  tlu'  nipabilities  of  tlie  Ne;;ro  inct',  pes- 
?c««es  many  points  of  intcrc?it  to  the  genuine  phiLinlbropisl  ; 
but  we  must  confine  our  remarks  to  the  moral  condition  of  ihe 
people,  and  the  jueena  which  hate  bees  enpkiyed  lor  thair 
social  elevBtion. 

Id  the  year  1817.  the  Wealayan  Misaiemy  Society  sMtoei 
two  Mtssionories,  the  Rer.  Meavs»  Bmwn  and  Catts,  to  oo»» 
■MDoe  a  Miaakm  in  Hayti  They  were  kindly  teerived  both  bj 
the  Gofervoieni  anihoriliee  end  the  people ;  end  for  eone  tiree 
thflj  bbonred  aneeeoaAdly,  withont  wuj  Baetoitetion.  After  n 
while^  howcveTp  when  the  cfleite  to  e?n|{din  the  people  wave 
besinning  to  piodnee  n  poweHU  end  eitenaife  ioipnaaion^  n 
spirit  of  peraeoilion  wna  eicited  bgr  the  BoiDiah  Ftinta»  end  in 
the  folbwtii}(  ycnr  the  Miaaionerieewere  obliged  to  Irefe  the 
•onntiy.  But,  althoofh  left  aa  aheep  wiihoot  a  shepherd,  the 
eoofefted  nattrea  wooUl  not  return  to  the  thraldom  of  Popery ; 
but  endured  persecution  with  a  patience  aud  ^tcndfniliiesa 
worlliv  of  llie  best  <l;ns  oi'  the  ('[in^tian  ehiireh.    Tin  v  con- 

•  •  • 

linued  to  mri  l  tt^'tiln  r  a*  they  had  opportuuily,  ;uui  ki  pi  up  a 
Correspoiidt  nce  »;ih  itivir  Ix^loved  Pastors  infonumg  tkeia  of 
their  prooeciiui^  and  o(  the  course  of  poblie  et enle.   The  wagr 
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•ppesring  OD08  more  to  optUt  Hb^  Miatkni  was  iic*coiimicuctJ  is 
1836»  by  the  appointaietit  of  the  Ber.  Mr.  Tiadally  awiBted  by 
Mr.  St.  Denis  Banday,  a  oonverted  Datiie.  Mr.  Shamoka  waa 
aent  out  the  fidlowing  year ;  but  he  waa  aoon  ealled  away  by 
death.  Other  aealous  Mbaionariea  ibllowed  in  anoeeaaioa  $  and, 
notwithstanding  the  diffienlties  ansing  from  Popish  snperrtl- 
thm,  and  the  wasting  character  of  the  dimate,  the  Mission  has 
succeeded  to  a  considerable  extent.  Hnyti  now  forms  a 
separate  little  District,  under  the  abie  £ii})erintendcncy  of  the 
Eev.  Mark  B.  Bird,  and  iiuiabcrs  v  r^i  ehaptU,  three  other  preach" 
inr^  places,  iico  Miwionaries,  two  knytdred  and  nuiety-two  churrh 
members,  four  hundred  and  sixty  Kholan^  and  ihwken  hundred 
oitmdanfH  on  ptMic  worship. 

The  southern  portion  of  St.  Domingo  still  remains  under  the 
dominion  of  Spain,  and,  like  the  parent  state*  it  coniinnea 
introlved  in  midnight  Popish  darkness. 

HoHBURAS  is  a  British  settlement  situated  on  the  southern 
part  of  the  continentof  North  America,  in  the  province  of  Yncntan ; 
but  from  its  elimate,  itoacter,  and  position,  it  is  generally  dasaed 
with  the  West  Indies.  The  town  of  Belize,  the  capital  of  the 
colony,  is  sitnated  in  btitude  17*  35'  north,  and  longitude 
88*  80'  west ;  and  the  territory  claimed  as  bekmging  to  the 
settlement  embraces  an  area  of  about  68,750  sqnare  miles.  The 
sea  ooaat  is  generally  flat,  and  the  shore  is  studded  with  tow 
and  verdant  isles.  On  advancing  some  distance  into  the 
interior,  the  conntry  rises  into  lofty  monntains,  covered  with 
dense  forests,  interspersed  with  rivers  and  lagoons,  by  means  of 
which  access  is  gained  to  thevaluiiblc  Limber,  especially  logwood 
and  mahogany,  of  which  the  principal  trade  of  the  settlement 
consists. 

The  Wesleyan  "Mission  at  Honduras  was  commenced  in  1825. 
The  Kev.  Mr.  \\  ilkinson  was  the  first  Missionary  sent  out,  and 
he  ronimcncrd  his  iaboui  s  in  the  town  of  Belize,  and  amono;  the 
scattered  settlements  of  wood-cutters,  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  in  the  true  missionary  spirit ;  but  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months  after  his  arrival  he  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  climate.  The 
next  Missionary  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Johnston,  who  was  also 
called  iO  rest  from  bis  labours  before  the  dose  of  the  fiiat  year 


of  iiis  appointment.  Other  Missionaries  followed,  who  were 
ipared  to  labour  for  a  longer  period ;  and  OMieli  good  was  the 
lewlt,  the  work  having  nltimatolj  been  extended  to  the  iaianda 
of  Mmim,  Oonm^  and  other  plaoee.  There  are  now,  in  the 
Honduat  Diitriot»  «#  dkapA,  iem  Uktr  pnaekkig'pUen^fim 

In  the  jear  1829,  a  Ifieeion  waa  attempted  to  the  wandering 

Indians  on  Mo^qmto  Shore,  in  Honduras  Bay,  hy  the  Rev.  Mr. 
PUley;  but  the  tiiliicultics  wrir  so  numerous,  and  the  prospect 
so  discouraging,  itiat  tUe  umi*  uak.^l^'  was  r('lin(|uisticd. 

The  Spanish  islands  of  Cul/a  and  rorlo  Juco  are  the  head- 
(juartcrs  of  slavery  in  the  West  Inditi,  and  arc  at  pn^stut  clo^t'ly 
shut  against  any  tirort-:  which  the  frif»nd«i  of  fruciotn  nnd  nf  ihe 
Nej^ro  race  niiirht  wi^h  to  niaki-  for  the  b(Mictii  of  the  «iitrk, 
benigliled  inhabitants.  W  iiiUi  I  am  thus  writing,  a  rny  of  hope 
seems  to  shine  upon  the  prospect  of  the  fulnre,  lutinrio  so 
gloomy,  by  a  decree,  issued  umU  r  ihc  sign  manual  ot  Isabel  II., 
Queen  of  Sftain,  bearing  dale  October  87th,  shoning  that 
the  abolition  of  alavcry  is  now  seriously  contemplated  bjr  the 
Spanish  GoTcmment.  Should  this  intimation  be  effectually  and 
speedily  earned  ont,  alavciy  thronghoat  the  woiid  will  receive  ita 
death  bknr^  and  the  way  be  moie  open  to  ennfcr  ttill  gieatcv 
hleminga  on  the  Afncan  lace. 

The  Pkeneh  idanda  of  Mariimifm,  OuaMu^,  and  JfarW 
O^lmUtp  aUhoogh  nominallj  free,  are  not  mneh  mora  open  In 
evangelistic  efforta  for  the  moral  improvement  of  the  people 
than  the  onhmtei  jnst  named.  Topcry  n  igni,  and  mlea  with  as 
iron  hand,  and  her  votaries  ara  enslaved  to  iguoranee  and 
eentuul  pleasure. 

St.  Lvci a, situated  between  Martinique  and  St.  Vincent's,  is  an 
Kuglisli  i-lainl,  Lavini;  formcrlv  belonged  to  the  iV 
being  still  so  far  Fri  ue!i  in  ihc  habits  and  jdens  of  ihe  people, 
aud  gciicrally  under  Koiui-h  iiilliu  tKe,  vi  ry  iiuic  iiitiu  rlo 
been  donr  for  tlieir  relij^io us  in. -traction.  VVeslcyan  Missionaries 
have  at  »IifTirent  lune^  lieite^i  ."^t.  I.tiria  ;  bnt.  from  %l\c  ililii- 
cuiiict  alruadjf  alluded  to,  on  tiie  oue  hand,  aiui  the  nant  of 
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means  for  the  extension  of  the  work  on  the  other,  a  pemunifliit 
Mission  has  not  yet  been  established  in  the  iahuid. 

Having  thna  given  a  brief  bnt  general  view  of  the  situatioiit 
cfaaiaeter,  and  population  of  a  ooniddexable  number  of  West  India 
ookiiies,  as  weli  as  of  the  oommeneemeDt  of  missionaiy  opevations 
in  sevetal  of  them*  we  propose  to  pment  the  leader  witb  mora 
minnte  detaik  oonoeniiag  those  whioh  remain  to  be  notioed. 
Tbsj  aio  oomprised  in  the  St.  Vincent  and  Demeiaia  Districts, 
In  eooneikm  witli  which  the  writer  spent  fonrteen  happy  years, 
in  direct  efforts  to  improve  and  elevate  the  people.  The  islands 
which  have  passed  under  review  were  only  visited  incidentally, 
or  seen  at  a  distance,  in  the  course  of  tlie  author's  missionary 
travels;  but  those  to  which  wc  have  now  to  direct  the  reader's 
attchtiuu  ucre  the  places  oi  ius  residence,  and  the  scenes  of  bis 
personal  labours. 


CHAPTER  IL 

THE  COLOKT  OF  DEMEU.U1A. 

Appoi.vtment  to  Dememrn^Secotid  Embarkation — Botention  in  the  Ide 
of  Wight — Voyage — ArriTttl— Firat  Sabbath^Aspect  of  the  Country — 

Soil — Staple  rrodiicc— Climntc — Towns  and  Villages — Character  of 
the  Inhabitants— Slavery — ApprLuticcahip — The  Coudcraned  Negro — 
Mission  Stations— George  Town — Mahttica— Victoria  and  Golden 
Grove — Essct^uibo — Bcrbice — CooUc  Mission — Missionary  Tour. 

Wb  had  been  only  three  uionthe  in  England,  and  had  acareelj 
leoorered  from  the  debilitating  effeels  of  our  Mission  to  Western 

Africa,  when  1  and  my  dear  wife  were  requested  by  the  Weslevan 
Missionary  Committee  to  out  to  the  Wtai  Intiics.  The  Act 
for  the  emancipation  of  nil  the  slaves  in  the  British  colonies  had 
just  passed  both  Houses  of  the  Imjierial  Parliament,  and  the 
Society  was  making  arrangements  to  send  out  eisjhtceii  tidciilionul 
Missionaries,  with  a  view  to  prepare  the  people  more,  fully  to 
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imifie  tlia  praoioiu  Iwon  of  ftwdon,  and  dio  wiCk  th*  kope  «C 
aitendiiig  the  fphcn  of  itt  openlioiii  m  that  put  of  tke  voil^ 
•0  mo  at  efcrjr  Undram  ihonld  be  imeofed  oei  of  tbe  way. 
It  waa  udor  tlieae  euaunetaiieei  that  I  waa  honouiod  to  be  tm 
of  a  Bobla  band  of  labooven  dea^tod  tot  a  depaitMit  of 
the  great  work  whieh  waa  mrf  dear  to  my  heart. 

Althotifh  we  were  eomfbriably  teiiled  in  a  hone  Cirealt,  to 
which  I  had  been  appointed  at  the  preceding  Conference,  and 
were  snrroiaided  by  many  kind  friends,  a  call  so  imperatiTe  nnd 
prrssmg  did  not  require  much  deliberation.  I  remembcrrd  lUc 
reply  of  the  Atnran  t  ra\cller,  Ledyard,  under  »iuiiiiir  Cift  uro- 
stauces.  NVhcii  his  palron  iiKfinred  at  wUai  iiiQC  he  would  be 
rcndy  to  ♦*fnrt  on  his  adventurous  journey,  he  nobly  replied, 

'1  o-ninrrnsv,  Sir!"  As  a  Christian  Missionary,  nnd  in  a 
matter  of  far  pirator  importnnce,  I  frit  that  1  ought  not  to  be 
less  prompt  and  cxpiicil  la  my  decision.  Therefore,  after 
flMking  it  a  anbject  of  mutual  consuitation,  prefer,  and  OMdila* 
tion  during  the  day,  being  ltdly  persuaded  in  our  own  minds  aa 
to  cor  path  of  dutj,  I  wrote  by  return  of  post  to  s.iy  that  '*  we 
were  ready,  at  any  time,  to  embark  for  the  Weet  Indiea,  or  aaj 
other  part  of  tbe  world  to  whieb  tbe  Conmiltee  nigbt  tbnk 
proper  to  appoint  na.**  Aeeordinglj  we  were  leqnealed  to  pio- 
oeedto  Londoo^to  prcpaie  for  enbarfcation,  and  to  await  tba 
depaitore  of  a  teaael  for  our  new  aoeneof  nuaeionaiy  lile. 

DenMiara  waa  named  aa  the  place  of  our  deetination ;  and  m 
Tbondaj,  tbe  I6tb  of  January.  1S94,  we  embaihed  for  tbot 
ooloDj,  in  tbe  ship  "Underwood,**  eommanded  by  Gaplain 
Wood,  a  man  of  considerable  nautical  experieoee,  and  a  fine 
old  gentleman  withal.  Wt  irrre  accompanied  on  board  by  the 
Ute  Rev.  Dr.  Bcerham  and  oiljcr  friends,  who  ^v>on  left  iis>,  as 
Uiey  liad  to  returu  to  Loudaii  by  the  &traiiici  from  Gravc>ond. 
Then  came  the  pain  of  parting  once  more;  but  on  thii,  ns  on 
former  occaiions,  our  rontidence  wm  in  C>o<l,  to  t\hoso  kind 
care  we  rommendrd  enrh  (»tljcr  in  buiuble  prayer,  and  we  found 
•*  j;ract  to  help  in  time  of  n»rd.'*  In  attemptm;;  to  jjroct^ed 
on  our  voyage,  we  met  with  aiUen»e  win<!«  ;  flnd  nftrr  U-ing 
detained  for  more  than  two  weeks  in  tbe  Downs,  and  totting 
aboni  an  tba  Fagtieh  Channai,  we  were  obliged  to  pat  into 
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HorUmoiith  kubom  for  Bheitor.  Tbns  wen  iva  uiexpeetadly 
ftifoaffed  to  hold  tweet  interooane  with  Ghrittiaii  fideods  onea 
won  in  dear  old  England,  before  we  finally  left  onr  native  ahoree. 

We  eame  to  anchor  on  the  Mother  Bank  on  Saturday^  the 
let  of  Febroaiy»  with  the  beantiful  town  of  Eyde»  in  the  ble  of 
Wight,  fuU  in  onr  Ttew,  We  went  on  shore  about  ten  o*c]oeh 
AM.,  and  weie  delighted  to  meet  with  a  party  of  aix  Miaaion* 
aries,  the  Eev.  Messrs.  Pilcher,  Gheesbiough,  Gordon,  0am- 
eron,  Osborn,  and  Nunn,  who  were  bound  for  Antigua,  by  the 
•*  Glaphirai"  which  had  been  detained  therefor  several  weeks. 
Thest?  devoted  servants  of  the  Lord  had  found  comfortable 
homes  among  the  frieml^  of  ^lissions  at  liyde  during  their  long 
detention :  and,  on  our  arrival,  the  same  hospitality  was  cor- 
dially extended  to  us,  by  the  kind  arrangement  of  the  Rev.  W. 
H.  SnrLjennt,  the  resident  We?leynn  Mi!i!<?tpr,  and  we  enjoyed 
the  comfortable  change  from  tossing  on  the  stormy  sea.  The 
kindness  of  several  Christian  families,  especiaUy  those  of  Messrs. 
Woods,  Wedgwood,  and  Wheeler,  on  this  interesting  occa- 
non,  will  never  be  forgotten,  tior  yet  the  pleasant  and 
profitable  intercourse  with  the  noble  band  of  Missionariea 
already  named.  Little  did  I  then  think  that  four  of  their  num- 
ber would  10  aoon  be  ealled  away  by  death,  and  that  we  should 
oever  aee  them  again  in  thia  world.  Bnt  so  it  waa.  In  a  few 
months  afterwarda ,  Meaara.  Pikdier  and  Gheeabrongh  were  the 
only  sarvivoiB ;  and,  through  a  kind  and  graeiona  Ftovidenee, 
they  yet  live  to  bleaa  the  ehnieh  and  the  woild  with  their  nae* 
M  laboura.  And  still  leaa  did  I  think,  at  the  time  aUnded  to, 
that  we  ahonld  be  spared  to  return  to  onr  own  dear  native 
land,  and  have  the  pleasure  of  labouring  in  this  same  beantifnl 
Isle  of  Wight,  where  I  now  write  and  commit  to  the  press  these 
humble  recortls  of  missionary  labours.  How  deep  and  mysteri- 
ous are  the  dispensations  of  T)ivine  Proviflnice!  On  reviewing 
the  past,  I  feel  constrained  to  acknowlcil^rr;  with  ndorinj^;  grati- 
tude the  watchful  care  and  preserving  goodness  of  our  heavenly 
Father,  so  mercifully  extended  to  us. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  2nd,  at  seven  o'clock,  T  nttended 
an  excellent  prayer-meeting  in  the  Wesleyan  chapel  at  Hyde ; 
and,  immediately  after  breakfast^  we  were  all  summoned  on 


bo«»rd  our  r  t  tive  vcssols,  tlie  wind  having  become  fair.  We 
weighed  onchor,  and  proceeded  m  far  as  the  Needles,  wben  the 
wind  vaoped  round,  nnd  we  were  oblij^ed  to  letnni.  We  mmm 
to  anclior  igitn  on  the  Mother  Bank,  about  six  in  the  ereiing^ 
having  spent  an  unooBfortnble  Sabbath  in  Unit  fiinly  attanpU 
mg  io  gel  out  to  sea.  The  following  moniing  we  went  on 
shoie  again;  and  the  friends  at  Ryde  haikd  our  return  witk 
efery  expniaion  of  joy ;  for,  during  tlie  ttaj  oC  the  Mistionarks 
among  tiien,  many  delightfiil  meetings  had  ben  heU^t  Ihe  Uo^ 
Spirit  waa  ponied  oat,  and  tbere  waa  leaaon  to  iMsliefe  tbaft 
muoh  good  had  been  dona  tbfoogb  their  inatninwntaliljr.  We 
now  letnmed  onr  meetings,  and  the  chnpel  waa  crowded  n%bi 
after  night  witb  attentife  congregations.  On  Wedneaday  eten* 
ing  I  preaelied  ftom  Daniel  ?iL  18,  and  we  had  a  most  deUxhA* 
fill  prayer-meeting  afterwaidt,  when  aevend  penitcnu  were 
seeking  mercy.  On  Thursday  evening,  we  took  ten  with  the 
Kev.  Messrs.  Phillippoand Coultart,  (Ikiptist  Missionarirf  hound 
for  Jamaica,)  and  other  frit-ads,  at  tlu-  rcsideiicr  of  the  laic  l{<-v. 
T.  S.  Guyer;  and  on  Saturday,  thff  Hlh,  the  wind  having 
hrconie  favounible,  we  took  kaic  oi  our  deur  friends  at  Hjdc, 
and  procerdrd  (in  our  \o\:\-^i.-  to  tlic  \Vr«t  IndlM. 

Wc  h;ui  a  fair  wiud  fur  two  or  \\itvv.  davs,  in  sailing  down 
the  (  hnnnel;  but  we  bad  scarcely  taken  our  last  look  at  dear 
old  England,  when  we  encountend  a  heavy  gakb  with  advene 
winds,  which  continued  oeariy  a  week.  HaTtng  CRiesed  the 
Bay  of  Biscay,  the  wind  waa  more  favourable ;  and,  aa  Caplaia 
Wood  and  his  officers  were  ciceedinglj  kind  and  attentive^  ma 
had  very  little  cith<7  to  impede  our  progreae,  or  to  distafb  oar 
happiness,  dnring  the  remaining  part  of  onr  toyaga.  Nolhi^ 
remarkable  oceoned  until  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  the  19th, 
when  we  w«M  akrmed  bjr  the  cry  of  Fire  in  the  bold !  Wo 
baateBsd  on  dadc,  and  saw  the  amoke  eaeendiaf  MOT  tba  bnl^ 
way;  bottba  be  proved  to  be  in  the  long-boot  on  deck,  and 
■ot  in  tlm  bold  of  the  ship,  ae  at  int  anppeeed.  TW  daagsr 
to  wbieb  we  wen  tboa  exposed,  wee  eeenskmed  dtber  by  socm 
Muintie  aeid,  or  oO  of  vitriol,  having  burst  the  bottle,  and 
ignited  the  straw  in  which  it  vrss  packed*  We  suc4Lt:di.'J  in 
empt^uig  the  cootenti  of  iLe  bug-boat  into  the  tee  before  the 
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fire  had  spread ;  and  we  were  safe.  We  ooaM  not  Init  xeoognUe 
ibe  band  of  Fkt>?ideDoe  ia  this  timely  warniDg,  at  tbe  con- 
aeqaenoea  might  bafo  been  serioiis,  if  the  fixe  bad  not  been  dis- 
«oveied  nntil  a  few  bonrs  later. 

We  soon  entered  the  tropics,  and  found  ouisdfes  within  the 
infinence  of  tbe  trade  wind.  Sailing  now  became  vciy  pleasant, 
although  tbe  beat  was  somewhat  opprassife*  On  Tuesdaj 
mominf?,  tbe  lltb  of  March,  finding  tbe  water  mnddy,  we 
sounded,  and  got  twenty-fonr  fttboms;  and  in  the  afternoon 
we  made  the  continent  of  South  America.  Soon  afterwards  a 
pilot  came  on  board,  and  pronounced  us  fifteen  miles  to  tlie 
windward  of  Berbicc.  We  came  to  anchor  for  the  night ;  but 
proceeded  the  next  morning,  with  tlie  coast  of  Britisli  Guiana 
clearly  in  view.  Although  the  land  was  low,  we  could  occa- 
sionally distinguish  the  buildings  on  the  estates,  and  see  the 
smoke  as  it  ascended  from  the  boiling-houses  coanected  with 
the  sugar-works.  About  three  o'clock  iu  the  aflernoon,  we 
entered  the  Demcrara  river,  and  came  to  anchor  before  George 
Town;  of  which  we  had  bat  an  imperfect  view,  as  it  is  situated 
on  low  gronnd,  and  lies  embowered  in  tbe  foliage  of  bcautifol 
and  umbrageous  trees. 

We  went  on  shore  immediately ;  and  met  with  a  kind  and 
hearty  reception  from  my  old  friends,  the  Kev.  John  Mortier 
and  bis  amiable  wife,  as  well  as  firom  tbe  Bev.  Siehard  Uoma- 
brook,  and  a  number  of  tbe  dear  people  eonaecied  with  tbe 
Miaston,  who  had  heard  of  onr  aniTal,  and  were  assembled  to 
welcome  ns  to  their  conntiy.  On  walking  OTer  to  Kingston, 
the  phioe  appointed  for  onr  residence,  we  IToand  another  party 
of  pious  natives  waiting  to  congratnUite  ns  on  onr  safe  arrival. 
They  rejoiced  over  ns  with  exceeding  joy;  and  assnied  ns 
that  they  had  been  instant  in  prayer  that  we  miglit  be  brought 
to  them  in  peace  and  safety.  After  partaking  of  a  comfortable 
cup  of  tea,  which  the  people  had  kindly  provided  for  us,  we  united 
in  prayer  and  praibc  at  the  throne  of  the  heavenly  grace,  and 
retired  to  rest  under  a  grateful  sense  of  the  Divine  goodness  in 
safely  conducting  us  across  the  mighty  d^p  to  the  scene  of  our 
future  labours. 

The  station  to  which  I  was  appointed  had  been  left  for 
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MfCffil  montlii  witlioat  a  MWontiy ;  mypwdewnor,  tin  Ber* 
Griem,  hafiag  died  tuddanly  od  the  Slai  of  Jtdy,  18U. 
ThUcinanNtaBoe  gave  edditkNiel  tnteieei  Coow  uriral;  ead 
we  fpeie  mwsli  dMied  bjr  the  tooehiiig  mi  aitleae  eeoooati  ef 
tiie  people ;  how  deeply  thej  hi|d  been  aflieled  by  the  vmofil 
of  thdr  bdoved  TMor;  and  how  they  prayed  thet  aaother 
Minister  might  be  sent  to  feed  them  with  the  braMi  of  Itfe; 
going  down  to  the  shore,  day  after  day,  to  ace  if  there  was 
•ny  nppcarauct;  of  a  vessel  from  England^  with  their  cxpefi«sd 
Mission-.iry.  Tlicir  prayers  betns^  now  answered,  and  their 
wishes  a  general  feelin<;  of  joy  and  graliUtdc  wan 

diffusLHl  ainonjj  all  clais<*«  of  tlie  conimanity. 

Thr  following  SabbiitU  w  i-  a  hv^h  day,  I  upcncd  my 
commis!*ion  hy  prenchin^  in  kiiii;ston  rhnpH,  morni!i;^  and 
evening,  to  lar^^*  and  attciitivt'  ro;ii;ro:^;itiorn.  Th«  appearmnoe 
of  the  people  was  truly  striking ;  and  atTorded  a  gratifyieg 
pfDof  of  the  elevating  influence  of  the  Goepel.  The  oomgjng^ 
tien  eoosisted  almoet  entirely  of  sLires,  and  free  penoae  of 
eoloor;  yet  they  were  neatly  clothed,  devout  ia  their  laeiiaon, 
and  eogiged  in  the  worship  of  God  with  a  femar  end  deeom 
truly  cheering  to  hehokL  My  fiiet  eenoon  wei  fwm  Aele 
zfiL  to,  and  appeared  to  prodnee  a  powerfid  impfeeaon ;  ht/L 
that  which  afoled  ne  BMMt  on  tide  oeeeiinn,  wee  a  littia 
ineident  which  qnite  took  me  hy  enrpriae.  Ae  I  entered  the 
ehapel  in  the  aorniag,  and  on  my  firet  pnblie  eppearinee 
among  them,  the  people,  of  their  own  aeeoid,  sang  the  foUoviog 
beentifnl 

▼KLCOMl  HTMN. 
•^Wausonal  ■iIbimi I  hlMs4swfMl, 

Ml     agrr  of  Jrta'i  $nce ! 
O,  kow  beaotifnl  Ike  faaC  oT 

Htm  that  hriugt  ^pjod  newt  of  pnrt ! 

Wr!rnmr.  !jrralti '  w*!,-**!?**,  brnU ! 

(life  Uk  bcu'tA  tu  h<«x  llii:  hiHiuA 
Of  rakoiptiooL.  6auij  |HU«iuucd 
Bj]f  Thj  iksth  aBfd  fwcwMis  wovai* 
0»miaUt  Cttvcsltil 
tb  ow  podr  aal  hdplm  soak. 
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*'  Give  reward  of  grice  and  plorj 
To  Thy  faithful  laUiiu cr  dear : 
Lei  the  incense  of  our  hcarU  be 
QffiBr*d  up  in  fittthfvl  pra^rer. 

BlcM»  O  btett  himt  Ucm,  O  bleu  html 
Now,  bcBc^fovth,  hmI  cfennoie  t " 

Thit  was  so  unexpected,  and  sung  with  such  good  taste,  and 
witli  snch  evident  marks  of  sincerity,  that  it  produced  a  thrill* 
ing  effect  upon  my  mind ;  and  I  may  say  that  every  circnni* 
stance  attending  the  commencement  of  my  labonrB  in  this  place 
inspired  me  with  pleasing  anticipations  of  success.  Before 
entering  into  further  details  of  our  missionary  operations  in 
*  Demerani,  I  wiH  endeavour  to  present  the  reader  with  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  general  aspect  of  the  country,  and  the  progress 
of  the  work,  up  to  the  time  of  our  arrival. 

Demernra  is  not  an  island,  but  a  British  colony,  on  the 
cout infill  oi  South  America.  It  is  genenilly  regnriled,  how- 
ever, as  belouging  to  the  West  ludies,  from  IIk-  fact  that  iu 
lh(;  chnract* T  of  its  inhabitants,  as  well  as  in  its  8tn])lc  produce, 
c-limatc,  and  other  circumstances,  it  exhibits  a  strikinj;  analogy 
to  the  islands  which  bear  that  name.  Beinerura,  Essequibo, 
and  Bcrbicc,  were  once  fiovcrncd  a.s  separate  colonics:  but  thcv 
are  now  united  under  the  <;cncral  name  of  tlie  Province  of 
British  Guiana.  The  name  tirst  mentioned,  however,  is  still 
frequently  employed,  by  way  of  accommodation  to  designate 
this  part  of  the  British  empire :  and  it  is  usually  called  the 
colony  of  Demerara.  It  has  a  line  of  coast  about  Iwo  hundred 
miles  long,  with  a  width  of  country  inland*  not  well  defined. 
The  entire  proyince  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Athintic, 
on  the  west  by  Butch  Ouiana,  and  on  the  east  and  south  by 
the  State  of  Yenesuek*  It  appears  from  the  maps  that  there 
is  an  extensive  tract  of  country  daiiied  both  by  Great  Britain 
and  Venesnela:  but  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  any 
dispute  about  the  "boundary  line"  for  centuries  to  come, 
as  there  are  still  unoccupied,  beyond  the  present  cultivation  of 
the  colony,  scores  of  miles  of  the  richest  land,  covered  with 
the  finest  timber,  where  the  sound  of  the  woodman's  axe  hus 
never  yet  been  heard. 
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It  is  the  opinion  of  some,  that  Colonibus  snw  tlic  coast  of 
Omana  in  1458 ;  aod  it  has  been  asserted  by  others,  thai  it  was 
discovered  by  Yasoo  Nunet  in  1504.  It  became  known, 
however,  to  the  English  in  1595,  when  Sir  Walter  Baletgh 
sailed  np  the  mighty  river  Orinoeo,  in  hie  ehimerieal  seareli 
after  the  fabulous  £1  Domdo,  a  city  said  to  be  paved  with 
gold !  A  company  of  fivebootcrs  formed  the  fint  English 
settlement  in  16S4,  which  was  captured  by  the  Batch  in 
1667.  After  various  other  change?,  the  territory  now  indnded 
in  British  Guiana  was  crdcd  to  the  En'^lish  by  the  treaty  of 
1814  ;  nnd  in  our  ]H)>s(?8sion  it  has  since  continued,  altliuuf^h 
a  cotuiih  r.\lili-  niiiiiher  of  Dutcli  rcMiletiU  are  to  be  found 
in  diffcii  tit  paru  of  the  colony. 

The  £r»*nfTal  aspect  of  the  eouutrv  is  low  and  .'-uampy. 
Indcpt!.  ^oim-  part*?  of  the  coast  arc  Ix  low  thf  -  \  of  fh*»  ; 
and,  as  tlu-  title  rises  to  an  nnn*tial  hei],'lit  in  hK-.tiity,  tL-' 
Innd  is  only  kept  from  inundaiiun  by  th  -  const  met  ion  oi"  r\leii- 
sive  dvkes  ;  with  s^luiccs  to  let  tlie  water  otf,  when  the  tide  i* 
down.  The  plantations  and  cultivated  grounds  are  laid  out 
at  right  nogles,  with  the  regularity  of  gardens.  Each  proper^ 
has  generally  a  narrow  sea  or  river  frontage,  for  the  convenience 
of  water  communication ;  and  extends  its  narrow  length  thiungh 
the  entire  width  of  the  cultivation,  so  as  to  have  the  adranLi^^ 
of  the  uncleared  forest  lands  behind.  The  estates  are  divided 
from  each  other  by  large  canals,  end  intersected  by  vnacfona 
drains,  that  are  used  not  only  to  eany  off  the  soperiloons  water, 
but  as  substitutes  for  roads,  by  means  of  whieh  the  produce  is 
conveyed  in  small  flat-bottomed  boata  called  pnata,  from  the 
Mds  to  theworfca.and  liom  the  works  to  the  ships,  in  the  river 
or  on  the  coast,  as  the  case  may  be.  This  extensive  system  of 
drainai^e,  rendered  necessary  by  the  low  marshy  eharaeteref  the 
land,  with  the  constnictiou  niui  repairs  of  sluices  and  bridgrs^ar*? 
heavy  item-s  (»r  expensf  m  the  workini:  i  f  an  tstatr  in  Demenra. 
Some  (\)[iii>i  ii'.it lOM  i«;  afforded,  iiowi  vt  r,  b)  the  |K  eul;.jrly  ncli 
nature  of  the  which  is  suiit  d  to  the  growth  of  almost 
even,  lind  of  tropioU  |irodvi(^'.  Tin*  st«pl<»  {irtielrs  of  eiport 
bavt*  ]><'(  n  uti^ir,  mm,  <  ollon,  aiitl  colfiT  ,  l.ul  of  late 

the  planiers  have  caa&Dcd  thor  attcutMA  chie^*  to  the  cuUiva* 
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tion  of  the  sugar-cane,  and  the  maDufncture  of  sugar  and  mm. 
For  tbe  growth  of  the  sugar-cane,  the  soil  seems  peculiarly 
adapted.  In  most  of  the  West  India  islands,  it  leqidna  to  be 
nannred,  and  ie-planted«  at  least  eveiy  three  years;  but  hen 
it  grows  almost  spontaneously;  and  may  be  eat  annnaUy> 
for  ten  or  twelfe  yean,  witboat  either  re-planting  or 
manuring. 

In  the  rainy  season,  traTelling  is  very  difficnlt.  The  roads 
being  formed  of  soft  earth,  they  are  soon  cat  np,  and  become 

deep  and  miry.  I  remember  passing  over  one  hundred  bridges, 
when  travelling  between  George  Town  and  !Mahaica,  in  a  space  of 
only  twenty-five  miles.  When  these  briti;^cs  gut  out  of  repair,  the 
(liiiiciilfy  is  increased.  A  railroad  has,  however,  since  been 
constructed,  to  a  distance  of  thirty  or  forty  miles  alonj::  the 
western  coast,  so  that  travelling  in  that  direction  is  now  much 
more  pleasant  and  expeditious  than  formerly. 

From  the  observations  already  made,  the  reader  will  not  be 
surprised  to  hear  that  the  climate  of  British  Guiana  is  unfriendly 
to  the  health  of  Europeans.  The  atmosphere  is  generally  more 
humid  than  in  the  islands ;  and  ague  and  fever  are  frequently 
prevalent.  The  swarms  of  mosquitoes,  and  other  stinging 
insects,  which  are  more  numerous  and  troublesome  in  this 
colony  than  in  other  parts  of  the  West  Indies,  are  also  sources 
of  great  annoyance  and  discomfort,  especially  to  straogera. 
Some  Europeans,  however,  get  inured  to  the  dimate,  and 
become  attadied  to  the  country,  with  all  its  inconveniences; 
end  the  natives  are  as  healthy  as  those  of  meet  other  regions 
within  the  tropics. 

Geobob  Town,  the  capital  of  British  Guiana,  is  situated  in 
latitude  6o  86'  north,  and  longitude  52<>  1 5'  west.  It  stands 
on  the  western  side  of  the  entrance  to  the  Demerara  river.  Tliis 
river  hai  a  considerable  bar  of  sand  or  timd  :it  its  cmboucliuie, 
tiucl  can  be  entered  by  large  ves^ls  at  hii;h  water  only.  The 
harbour  is  the  nioulh  of  the  river  itself ;  and  several  wooden 
ilclliiKjs,  or  jetties,  project  from  the  shore,  on  which  passen*<ers 
and  goods  are  landed.  Most  of  the  honscs  in  the  to\Mi  arc 
frame  buil  dings,  constructed  of  the  native  hard-wood  timber, 
lor  which  this  colony  is  so  famous.   They  are  neatly  finished, 
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with  vernnrlnli?  in  front ;  9md,  when  tastefully  painted,  pretcat 
A  pleasin:^  nppc^iranpc. 

There  i?  no  stunt'.  ;in(l  not  even  a  pebble,  to  hr  founil  in  the 
whole  coiiiitrv,  till  we  adrance  forty  or  liftv  milei  into  the 
interior.  The  roads  in  the  town  and  its  ridnity  have  beeft 
formed  of  tbe  baliatt  of  Yestelt  trading  to  llie  colony,  tadi 
thip  being  required  to  leave  a  certain  qimnti^.  Of  late  yean^ 
n  few  good  brick  buildings  hnve  been  erected  in  Gronn* 
Town;  and  altogetber  tbe  plnoe  wm  ween  •  respectabie 
appenanee.  The  housei  an  separated  imi  each  other  hj 
gardens  and  shnibberiea ;  an  anangement  whieh  seenns 
Tentilation*  and  it  veij  eondndfe  to  health  and  eomfort  in  this 
stdtty  and  o|>prmiTe  dtmate. 

Kesrij  in  the  oentve  of  the  city,  stands  an  elegant  stmetniet 
csDed  the  "Guiana  Ftablie  Bidldbgs,"  vhieh  would  be  an 
ornament  to  any  town  in  Europe.  In  its  arehitcetaral  des%ii 
and  external  nppeaianee,  H  is  msgnifioent ;  be ini^  hntit  of 
briek,  and  stuccoed  with  Boinan  oement,  in  imitation  of  free- 
stone,  hi;*  so  arraniccd  as  to  proridc  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  all  the  puhlic  otilces  of  the  coloiiy  iiti*U-r  the  Mine 
root',  \*hirh  i.s  a  '^ti  :\\  eoiivciiience.  A  mar kt I- house  has  also 
Im  ii  erected,  %*hieh  i-*  ver^'  resjiectable  in  its  appe;in»iHT,  a< 
well  as  a  frrefit  fHi-otmnodntir»n  to  the  inhabitant-*.  The 
churches  and  clinp*N  are  aUi*  i^ood  builtliti;^'*!.  nnd  afford 
pleating  evidence  that  oi  late  ye;irs  the  pc  pi'-  Iwve  not  been 
unmindful  of  their  spiritual  interests,  A  coii-^idcmble  }>art 
of  George  Town  was  redaoed  to  oabcs,  by  two  iires,  which 
oOBorred  in  April  and  Jnty,  1SG4 ;  but  the  burnt  districts 
are  rapidly  lising  from  the  ruiui.  The  inhabitants  of  the  capit.il 
may  be  estimated  at  thirty  thonsand  in  number,  whilst  the 
popnlation  of  the  entire  pronnee,  aocoiding  to  the  last  eensns. 
amomti  to  one  hnndted  and  twenty  thousand. 

Xew  Amsterdam,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  entrance  of  thr 
Berhiee  rirer,  is  the  nnt  in  im|}ortance  to  George  Town ;  and 
lesemblet  it  in  many  mpecis.  It  is,  however,  much  smaUrr; 
and  the  inhabitants  may  amount  to  abont  four  thousand. 
Binee  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves*  nnmerottf  villages  hasv 
sprung  up  in  various  i>arts  of  th«  colony,  some  of  which  aie 
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▼eiy  populous.  The  buildings  in  these  are  of  small  diinendona  $ 
and,  in  general,  not  of  a  very  tubstaDtiai  cliaiacter*  Tbe  Dmn- 
ber  of  people  neoessaiy  for  tfae  efficient  working  of  a  plantation 
IB  80  Gonaiderable,  that  each  estate  may  be  said  to  have  its  own 
TiUage  or  hamlet ;  and  the  whole  eountiy  is  seen  to  be  dotted 
with  these,  as  the  traveller  passes  along. 

These  towns,  villages,  and  hamlets  are  inhabited  by  different 
races  of  people.  There  ate  Europeans,  comprising  English, 
Scotch,  Irish,  Dutch,  and  Portuguese ;  Negroes,  originally  from 
Africa;  Coolies  from  the  East  Indies,  and  a  few  Chinese, 
together  witli  a  lar^e  and  respectable  clnss  of  black  and  coloured 
persons,  boru  iu  the  countrj%  and  generally  dcsiguuied  Creoles. 
On  the  banks  of  the  rivers  and  creeks,  both  within  and  beyond 
the  boiinclnvies  of  the  colony,  liierc  are  a  few  wauderinj;  tribes  of 
boutii  American  Indians  ;  some  of  whom  occasionally  visit  the 
Sowns  and  villn^e<^  nlrnost  in  a  slate  of  nudity. 

None  ol  liic  West  India  colonies  were  more  degraded  than 
Demerara  towards  the  close  of  the  last  century,  when  the  friends 
of  Missions  began  to  think  of  doing  something  more  for  the 
benefit  of  the  enslaved  Negro  race.  Almost  all  classes  of  ths 
people  appear  to  have  been  indifferent  about  sacred  things,  and 
•entirely  given  up  to  the  sinful  pleasures  of  the  world.  The 
welUkuown  Quaker  philanthropist,  Stephen  Grellet,  in  the  days 
of  his  youth,  and  before  he  was  converted,  visited  Demerara, 
and  the  following  is  his  testimony  as  to  the  moral  condition  of 
the  people  in  1794 : — "  It  is  a  place  of  much  dissipation.  I 
do  not  recollect,  during  the  whole  tame  I  was  tbeie,  that  I  saw 
any  thing  in  any  one  thai  indicated  a  feeling  of  reUgious  sensi- 
bility. Thera  was  no  place  of  worship;  no  Priest  of  any  kind, 
«soept  one  who  had  been  there  a  few  years,  and  was  a  dissolute, 
drunken  man.  It  was  of  the  Lord's  mercy  that  I  and  the 
whole  land  were  not  destroyed,  like  ISodoni  and  Gomorrah.** 

The  agenU  ul  tlic  Luiiduii  Missionary  Society  had  the  honour 
of  being  the  first  in  this  part  of  the  great  field.  As  early  us 
1808,  the  zealous  and  (icvoled  llev.  John  VVray,  who^c  jjiaise  is 
in  all  the  churches,  commenced  his  evangelical  labours  at  planta- 
tion Le  llesouvenir,  under  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Post,  a  pious 
JDutchfflon,  the  owner  of  the  property.   The    Lord  of  the  bar- 
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VMt"  gnsifly  Uetted  tlkese  carij  cSbrtt  in  Uie  cmiie  of  tie 
*  BedMner;  and  a  goodlj  nnraber  of  poor  alavea  wane  nada 
spiritually  free  by  the  raoeption  of  Iho  Ooapd.  On  liia  ranofri 
to  Bflriiioe,  Mr.  Wiaj  was  aneecoded  at  La  Raaoomir  by  tka 
Bav.  Jolm  Smith,  in  1817,  wha  kbonred  for  aomo  tine  with  n 
obeeriug  meamirft  of  aoeeeas.  In  the  year  18tS,  bowarer,  thit 
Mission  and  its  honoured  Pastor  were  inrolved  in  severe  nfflir« 
tion.  An  insurrection  broke  out  araon;^  the  Xcjjroes  on  this 
part  oi  the  const  ;  aiui  the  authorities  attempted  to  ;>tt;u  h 
blame  to  the  poor  Missionary,  as  if  he  could  have  \\^^  .my 
inii  ri  ^f  lu  t  xcitin^  the  sUives  to  rrbeHion.  Mr.  Smith  was 
forthwith  dmsTLn'd  to  prison,  and  liis  private  journal  and  otlier 
papers  were  instantly  seized.  He  wn-  f^ird  l\v  a  rniirt-mnrt tal. 
aud  scntenet'd  to  dmth  !  The  s^nitence  ol  th"  rfnirt 
referred  home  for  His  Majesty's  decision,  nnd  the  King,  well* 
knowing  the  animus  of  the  West  Indian  aristorrncy  at  that 
time,  was  pleated  to  nniit  the  aame;  but  required,  however, 
that  the  Missionary  should  for  ever  quit  the  aeene  of  Ina 
kboora.  The  dispatches  containing  the  ro^  mandate  were 
aent  out  with  all  possible  speed ;  but,  before  tfaej  leaobed 
Bamerara,  Mr.  Smith  had  aonk  bencatli  hia  aeenmnlated 
tnnbka  and  emd  tn«taMnt,-»«  maitjr  in  the  canse  of  Imth. 
He  died  in  priaon,  deeply  regretted  by  hia  brethren ;  and  bia 
bappy  apirit  aaeended  to  that  pbwe,  where  "iat  fi^iitommm 
alaH  If  Jreiyill  JMk  at  lyAf ,  amf  kit  judtptmi  mt  ike  aaa** 
dSi|f Tbere  tbe  wieked  eeaae  from  troubling ;  and  tbcia  the 
weary  are  at  net" 

Nothin:?  daunted  bv  these  adverse  eireumtlanees,  the  Loo- 
(hm  Mt'**ionarv  Societv  continued  to  send  out  reinforcements 
to  ^Ircn^theii  their  respeclive  Mis«»ion«  in  British  Guiana  ;  ivnd 
tfct\v  have  realizt^  a  lar^  in^'ntherin;:  of  pnrioui  powti  into  the 
fold  of  Christ.  Of  Lite  years,  ho«ev(  r,  tht-ir  raiisr  ha^  sulVt  rrd. 
in  coiinnon  with  that  of  other  kindred  in-stitution^,  frrni  ll*e 
effet'ts  of  tlic  .I'jrir  ihiiral  and  eoronncrrial  depre*-ion  uhioh  \\'^% 
overtaken  the  U «  *i  India  co!onir«,  a"  w  vW  a*  fn>iii  poUtlCal 
agitation,  whieli  frequently  exists  among  the  people. 

The  Church  Missionary  Society  has,  for  many  years,  had  n 
elation  among  the  Indiana  on  tbe  mcr  Enequiho,  whiok  baa 
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been  attended  with  mucli  good  tp  that  long-neglected  people; 
but  there  are  atiU  vast  numbers  of  these  aborigines  totally 
destttote  of  the  mem  of  religions  instmction. 

The  Wesleyan  Missionaiy  Society  did  not  succeed  in  estab- 
lishing a  Mission  in  Demerara  till  the  year  1815 ;  a  former 
attempt  in  1805  having  been  frustrated  by  the  expulsion  of  the 
Mssionary,  the  Bev.  J.  Hawkshair,  from  the  colony.  Previous 
to  that  period,  their  energies  had  been  chiefly  directed  to  those 
places  where  the  call  seemed  more  imperative,  in  consequence 
of  the  total  lack  of  evangelical  labourers.  But  the  vast  field  of 
British  Guiana  was  found  wide  enoiigli  for  all;  and  ilie  Wes- 
levan  Missionaries  could  no  Jouner  resist  the  call  now  made 
upon  them  for  spiritual  aid  by  several  of  their  own  people,  who 
had  removed  thither  from  the  neighbouring  colonics.  Although 
the  next  attempt  proved  successful,  it  was  in  the  face  of  many 
obstnrle*  and  much  persecution  that  the  Rev.  T.  Talboys  rom- 
mcuced  and  prosecuted  his  labours.  At  one  time  his  house 
was  surrounded  by  the  mob,  and  his  life  was  in  danger ;  but  he 
persevered  in  bis  work,  being  nobly  assisted  by  two  intelligent 
men  of  colour,  Mr.  William  Claxton  and  Mr.  William  Powell* 
who  came  from  Nevis  in  1801,  where  they  were  converted  under 
the  preaching  of  the  Wesleyan  Missionaries.  He  was  succeeded 
1^  Uie  Bev.  John  Mortier,  a  man  remarkably  judicious,  mild 
and  oondliatory  in  his  manners ;  but  the  hostile  spirit  of  the 
Government  and  the  higher  classes  continued  nevertheless. 
Legal  restrictions  were  imposed  tipon  the  Missionaries,  which 
were  very  embarrassing,  and  calcnlated  to  impede  the  progress 
of  their  work«  For  some  time  no  meetings  were  allowed  to  be 
held  after  sunset;  and  the  Missionary  was  obliged  to  resort  to 
the  eipedient  of  reading  written  sermons  to  the  shives,  that  he 
might  be  the  better  able  to  verify  every  sentiment  which  he 
advanced  iu  llic  course  of  his  ministry,  in  case  any  question 
should  be  raised  on  the  subj<>ct.  On  one  occasion,  a  iSoeiety 
ticket  was  found  on  the  road,  having  been  dropped  by  u  Negro 
member  ;  and  the  passa^  of  Scripture  which  it  bore  was  inter- 
preted, by  some  of  the  wiseaari  of  that  dark  period,  as  favour- 
ing rebellion!  An  attempt  was  made,  fi*oin  this  trifling  cir- 
eumstance^  to  raise  an  open  persecution  agmust  the  Mission. 
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fiat  IKfine  ynmdoaat,  in  tbit  iii9Uiioe»  Ihutralcd  (be  tmnSm 
of  tbe  truth,  and  tho  MiMianarieB  were  allowed  to  proceed  wilk 
tlieir  beloved  work.  To  show  how  perfectly  gfoondlese  wcm 
the  jenknisieB  and  suspidons  of  the  phmters  and  the  GovennwDl 
offidala  as  to  the  inlluenoe  and  tendencj  of  the  inainictkNia  of 
the  Missionaries,  we  rosy  here  renaik  that,  after  the  eidleaMBt 
caused  by  the  insnnretioti  of  1828  was  orer,  it  was  proved  thai 
not  one  member  of  the  Wealeyan  Society  was  concemeil  in  it, 
either  directly  or  indirectly. 

But  the  carlv  history  of  this  interesting  Mission  is  luaikt  d 
not  only  hy  ditlictiltics  arising  from  the  hostile  spirit  of  the 
planters,  but  u\<o  by  liindemnces  connected  with  the  tiyin^ 
chnractcr  of  liie  ill  mate.  Often  were  the  Missionaries  laid 
oside  1)V  illnr^v,  ami,  on  one  occasion,  two  were  sniiltrn  ilowu 
hv  death  within  a  dav  or  tuo  of  each  other.  The  Kev.  Mr. 
Ames  died  at  Mnbaica,  on  the  1st,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bellamy, 
at  OeorgeTown,  on  the  %nd  of  November,  1821  ;  and  hoik 
stations  were  left  without  a  Minister.  The  Kev.  W.  J.  Shiew^ 
bury  with  characteristic  aeal  hastened  to  ]>enieraia,  from  Bai^ 
badoes,  to  supply  the  vaeanef  tiU  M iasionariea  coyld  he  ami 
from  EogUind. 

It  ia  a  pleaabg  fact,  however*  that,  notwithstanding  cveij 
diAcuIty,  the  work  of  God  prospered  in  Demenm,  to  as  eiteni 
which  scarcely  ilnda  a  parallel  in  the  histoiy  of  Misaiona 
Under  the  aeidons  laboors  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Moftier,  Chess* 
Wright,  Edmondson,  Bayoer,  ti^ps,  Homabrook,  and  others,  bun* 
dreds  and  thoosanda  of  poor  Negroes  were  pithered  into  the  feld 
of  Christ,  who  will  no  doobt  be  their  joy  and  the  crown  of  their 
rejoicing  in  the  day  of  the  Loni  Jesu9.  When  tin-  darL  cloud  of 
per^ecuUou  L.id  in  u  mcaaua-  |iaftsed  over,  chnpcls  wert- 1  n  ctcd  at 
Wcrkcn-Rust,  Kingston,  and  Mnhsiri,  nnd  Inr^f  ninirn  ..'atioti'i 
and  churehr^  were  collerted  at  each  |ii.uv  .  anil  Salibalh  >r}iooU 
for  the  instruction  of  Ute  rising  geoerslioo  were  oiganixcd  on 
even.'  ft  .it  ion. 

Ou  my  arntal  in  Demerara,  in  1634,  I  found,  however,  that 
all  rrstrictious  to  misaionaiy  labour  were  not  entirely  renwred. 
Before  I  could  exercise  my  ministry,  1  bad  to  procure  a  licener 
tbOA  the  QovcnKrav  who  earslblly  inspected  ay  ordination  eer» 
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tificnte  and  other  evedentials,  although  he  iniB  porfeetly  ooor* 
.ieous,  and  spoke  higlily  of  our  MMon.  On  exam&ing  my 
licence  "  immediately  after  it  came  to  hand»  I  was  txmcemed 
to  iind  that  it  contained  a  clause  requiring  me  *'not:to  aliow 

any  meetincr,  at  which  I  was  not  personally  present,  to  be  held 
on  the  station."  i'ciceiviug  that  ihh  restriction  would  operate 
very  injurioiiBly  ou  our  system  of  Class-Meetings  ajid  prayer- 
meetings,  as  well  as  on  the  labours  of  our  two  native  Catechists, 
AV.  Claxton  and  W,  Powell,  who  had  been  regularly  licensed,  I 
hastened  back  with  the  document,  and  reinonstrnted  against  the 
introduction  of  such  a  clause.  His  honour  the  Fiscal  was  then 
plensL'd  to  say,  that  he  was  obliged  to  use  the  old  form  ;  but 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  interfere  with  any  of  our  usages. 
I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  add,  that  during  my  sojourn  in  the 
colonj  I  never  met  with  the  slightest  interruption  from  the 
Government  authorities  or  others  in  the  prosecution  of  my  mis- 
sionary kbours. 

There  were  several  featuies  in  the  character  of  our  work  at 
Demcrani,  at  the  period  to  which  I  iefer>  that  were  peculiarly 
gratifying  to  my  feelings.  The  congregations,  both  on  Sab- 
baths and  week<-ntght8«  were  almost  invariably  large  and 
attentive;  and  a  lecture  which  I  delivered  every  Wednesday 
morning  at  five  o'clock  was  also  well  attended.  The  Sabbath 
schools  were  flourishing ;  and  on  two  momings  in  the  week  I 
met  the  children  for  catechetical  instruction.  His  Excellency 
the  Goveruor,  Sir  Cnrmichael  Smith,  on  attending  the  cxamiua- 
tion  of  our  schools  lu  Kingston  chapel,  was  pleased  to  express 
his  admiiiition  at  the  progress  the  children  had  made;  and,  for 
their  en(  ourau^f  mcnt,  distributed  nraons^  them  as  rewards  several 
books  iuui  niednls.  In  fact,  the  whole  aspect  of  the  Mission 
was  cheering;  a  considerable  addition  was  made  to  the  number 
of  church  members ;  and  T  felt  myself  highly  honoured  in 
having  for  my  colleague  and  Superintendent,  the  Rev.  John 
Mortier,  a  devoted  Christian  Minister,  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
District,  who  had  long  "  home  the  burden  and  the  heat  of  the 
day."* 

•  For  several  years,  i  liad  the  honour  of  being  associated  with  this  faithful 
tervant  of  the  Lord,  on  this  and  on  other  tUtiont;  and  I  emaol  pHi  m 
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While  we  had  thus  oceaaion  to  rqoioe  over  the  general  pros- 
perity of  the  woifc,  we  were  not  without  our  triab  and  difficulties. 
Some  of  them  arose  out  of  the  expiring  struggles  of  slsTcry. 
The  Act  of  Emandpatioii  had  not  yet  come  into  operation ;  and 
a  hitter  feeling  of  asperity  existed  in  many  quarten  in  prospect 
of  the  fiitnie.  On  the  87th  of  June,  a  poor  sUive  eame  to  me 
with  a  tale  of  woe  which  made  my  heart  ache.  He  had  just 
been  sold  to  a  plaalci-  living  in  a  distant  part  of  the  country, 
in  consequence  of  wliich  ho  was  about  to  he  seijaiakd  iiuai  ins 
wife  and  family,  as  well  as  trom  the  means  of  grace,  which  he 
hig^hly  prized.  I  felt  most  acutely  for  idm  ;  but  1  could  do 
nothing,  only  prny  for  him,  and  exhort  him  to  trust  in  the 
Lord,  and  patiently  wait  for  the  day  ot  freedom,  which  was  just 
beginning  to  dawn  upon  the  country.  Scarcely  a  week  passed 
without  some  painful  occurrence  of  this  kind  ;  and  I  do  believe, 
that  if  Divine  Providence  had  not  interpoaed,  and  put  an  end  to 
this  cruel  system,  the  most  appalling  consequences  would  have 
followed.  The  people  were  literally  wasting  away  with  grief 
and  oppression.  There  were  in  the  colony  of  Demerara  at  that 
time  68,641  sIstcs  ;  but,  during  the  preceding  twelve  months* 
then  had  been  4,229  deaths,  and  only  2,879  births;  showing 
a  decfease  in  the  slave  population  of  1,850  in  one  year.  Thb 
is  8  simple  fact,  extracted  from  the  official  returns  of  the 
Colonial  Registrar  at  the  time  ;  niul  iimy  serve  to  show  how  the 
population  was  melting  away  uudcr  the  wasting  influence  of 
shivery. 

without  n  humble  tribut)^  to  his  nicmory ;  for  I  never  labourftl  with  a  more 
gcmrrous,  kind-heart cd,  loving,  and  lovcablc  Missiotiarv  than  Ihr  ycnerable 
John  Morticr.  lie  sptnt  ncurly  thirty-six  yearii  of  his  useful  hfe  in  the 
yfe»t  Indies.  His  name  and  memory  arc  still  cherished  with  mock 
slfection  io  Nevit,  SL  Vtiiecnt*t,  Grenada,  St.  Kitt*»,  and  Demerart;  bat  it 
was  in  the  colony  lait  aaaicd  where  lie  was  belt  Icnowa,  sod,  cooseqacntly, 
moit  bdoved;  bsviag  devoted  htmielf  for  about  ee^enteen  ytn»  to  the 
Interests  of  that  important  Miition.  During  hit  long  period  of  fiifeigB 
servioe  he  risited  England  twice, — in  1888  for  the  porposc  of  recruiting  hie 
health,  and  in  1S48  on  retiring  as  a  Supernumerary ;  bat  on  both  occasions, 
after  a  short  residence,  he  gladly  returned  to  his  b'lovcd  "West  Indies. 
There  he  continnrd  his  zealous  labours,  nccording  to  liis  strrnitth,  till  the 
yfery  last ;  aud  fmi<>hed  his  cooxsc,  happy  in  God,  in  the  island  of  St.  iutt's, 
on  the  13th  of  June,  IbSO. 
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The  Emancipation  Act  provided  for  the  nbolition  of  slavery 
on  the  1st  of  Aup^ust,  1834. ;  but  before  full  and  uarestricted 
freedom  was  to  he  iiupaited  to  the  poor  slaves,  there  was  to  be 
an  interim  of  six  years'  apprentice  ship  for  field  labourers,  and 
four  years  for  House  servants.  Only  children  under  seven  years 
of  a^-e  were  made  fully  free  at  once.  If  this  term  of  service, 
required  in  the  case  of  adults,  was  intended  as  compensation  to 
the  pkinter?,  then  the  question  might  be  asked.  Were  not  the 
iweyity  miiiictut  sterlinff^  generously  granted  by  the  British 
nation  to  be  divided  among  the  planters,  sufficient  for  the 
purpose?  If  it  be  replied,  that  it  was  necesaaiy  that  the  Negro 
should  be  instructed  in  the  art  of  agriculture;  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  term  of  aervioe  was  a  judicious  airang^ment;  we 
answer  in  the  Jangoage  of  tbe  Negroes  tlieinselm  on  the  occa* 
sion,  "  People  make  pmdke  for  learn  to  work.  Poor  Negro 
work  plen^  long  time ;  he  sabby  work  very  well ;  he  no  want 
massa  for  make  him  jiraUioe.**  The  apprentieeship  system  was 
altogether  an  nnneoessaiy  and  irexatioas  arrangement;  and 
proved  to  be  nothing  better  than  a  modified  form  of  slavery. 

Defective,  however,  as  was  the  apprenticeship,  as  oompaied 
with  entire  freedom,  it  was  hailed  with  joy  as  a  step  in  the 
right  direction  ;  and  more  especially  as  a  definite  time  was  fixed 
when  full  liberty  would  be  enjoyed  by  the  poor  Xegro.  Wiien 
the  I  sL  of  August  arrived,  it  was  celebraled  as  a  day  of  i^eneral 
thanksgiving  throughout  the  colony,  by  onhT  of  tlie  Governor ; 
and  ev»»ry  place  of  worship  was  crowded  witb  devout  and 
attentive  hearers.  Wc  endenvo'ired  to  adapt  the  »<ervices  to  the 
particular  occasion  which  called  us  together,  by  impressing 
upon  the  miuds  of  the  people  the  necessity  of  rendering  tlmnks 
to  Almighty  Grod  for  His  great  goodness  in  bringing  about  this 
happy  change  in  their  condition ;  and  of  conducting  themselves 
in  a  proper  manner  under  every  circumstance  in  life.  I 
preached  at  Kingston  in  the  morning  from  Luke  iv*  17,  18 ; 
and  in  the  evening  fiom  Psalm  zcvii.  1.  It  was  a  day  of 
spiritual  good  to  the  people,  and  everything  in  George  Town 
passed  off  with  perfect  order  and  decorum. 

Some  persons  in  the  West  Indies  and  in  England  also,  who, 
fiom  motives  of  aelf-interest^  had  opposed  emaactpation,  pn- 
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dieted  that,  on  the  eiperineiit  bong  tried,  it  wodd  icralt  in 
eonfntioii,  8iiardiy>  and  Uood  i  but,  I  am  thuikful  to  aej,  that 
the  very  revene  cf  thia  waa  the  cata.  In  mmnb  |daoet,  when 

the  people  were  imperfectly  infonned,  and  wbere  the  piantera 

were  manifestly  averse  to  the  approaching  change,  considerable 
excitrtupnt  no  tloubt  existtd;  and  it  was  owing  to  the  good  pro- 
vidt  uLc  of  God  liiat  the  country  was  not  phin^rd  into  trouble 
by  the  very  parties  who  pieiiieted  that  iioai)le  would  eonif. 
Althouf^h  I  j  urj  osely  refniin  from  going  into  detail  with  rcfer- 
cum  to  nmttcrs  whicli  were  so  exciting  at  the  pt  riod  to  wliich  1 
refer,  one  inatanoe  may  be  given  aa  iiiustfative  of  the  tginJL  of 
the  tiniea. 

On  tbeeait  coast  of  British  Guiana,  a  considerable  number 
of  Negroes  refused  to  return  to  their  work  after  the  holidays  of 
the  1st  of  August,  IS 34,  being  under  a  misapprehension  aa  to 
the  oonditaooa  of  their  freedom.  The  Magiatntaa  wbo  bad 
pounded  to  them  the  new  law,  were  geoeiailjr  gentlemen  eoa- 
naeled  witb  tba  planting  intcrat ;  and  tba  laimatcn  anipaeted 
that  tbqr  bad  not  gif en  them  tha  tma  Tarrion  of  it  Tbcj 
oonld  BOt  beliava,  they  aiid,  that  King  William  woold  make 
them  free,  and  yet  require  them  to  aenra  for  six  yean  aa 
apprentieea;  tbey  ihcrefona  reluaed  to  leenma  their  labour  till 
they  abonid  know  from  the  Govenior  the  ital  fMta  of  the  eaaa. 
They  coUeeled  together  in  a  large  body,  bnt  without  aima.  near 
the  church,  and  manifested  the  roost  detenniued  paaatve  remel* 
ancc  to  every  effort  which  was  made  to  |>crsuade  or  coerce  them 
to  return  tu  thrir  ilufy.  I  he  militia  wen-  c;illtd  out,  and 
assuincil  thn  mmt  thnatening  altiinde,  Liii  all  to  uo  purpujc. 
The  district  was  prouountrd  by  tUu  planter:*  in  a  •tBti»  of 
in>urrivtiou,  and  the  liovernor  vrm  rt<[tu>ttd  to  jm>chiini 
nnirtial  law.  This*  h^  rf-'Hwtl  to  l>ul  jinxv^  tlcd  ,\l  once  \}\ 
steamer  to  the  M-enc  oi  the  duturbiuici'.  ^Vhcn  lije  Nt^nx:* 
saw  the  smoke  of  the  Governor's  vc^-1  in  the  dii»tancc,  ibey 
njoioed  exceedingly,  and  prepared  to  receive  His  Kxoelkncy  with 
every  depottst ration  of  lovaltv.  One  of  the  men«  named 
Damon,  a  bonse-senrant,  who  had  only  joined  them  that  day, 
bnt  WM  somewhat  more  active  than  the  rest,  cut  down  a  pcle 
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blue  doth,  planted  it  «s  a  flag-staff,  as  he  said,  to  *'show  their 
joy  at  the  Governor*s  coming."  This  little  incident  wna  oon- 
stiued  hy  the  plantera  into  a  direct  act  of  nbelHon ;  and  on  the 
landing  of  hia  Excelleni^,  the  flag-staff;  with  the  piece  of  bine 
doth  floating  at  the  top,  was  pointed  to  as  a  proof  that  the  die* 
tiict  was  in  a  state  of  rerolt.  The  people  were  nererthelesa 
dderiy  and  qniet,  and  formed  themselYes  into  two  lines, 
between  which  the  Governor  possed,  whilst  they  bowed  to  liim 
in  lespeetfnl  reverence,  as  the  representative  of  royalty.  His 
Excellency  drew  up  tho  troops  that  accompanied  him,  and  read 
and  expounded  the  new  law  to  the  people,  ndmonisliina;  them  to 
submit  quietly  to  the  ajiorenticeship,  and  to  return  to  their  work 
at  once.  Havinj^  thus  heard  how  the  matter  stood  from  tiie 
lips  of  the  Governor  iiimself,  in  whom  they  had  perfect  con- 
fidence, the  people  expressed  their  readiness  to  act  accordingly, 
and  dispensed  to  their  respective  estates. 

Here  the  matter  might  have  ended,  in  perfect  harmony  and 
peace ;  but  it  was  deemed  necessary,  by  those  in  power,  to  make 
an  example  of  the  ringleaders  in  this  so-called  revolt.  Eighteen 
were  accordingly  arrested,  put  in  irons,  and  sent  to  George 
Town,  to  take  their  trial  for  rebellion.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
describe  or  characterise  the  trial  which  followed.  Suffice  it  to 
sny,  that  poor  Damon  was  prononnced  guilty,  and  sentenced  to 
death ;  and  his  seventeen  compeers  were  to  be  severe^  flogged 
beneath  the  gallows,  and  to  be  transported  for  life  beyond 
the  sea.  These  sentences  were  executed  to  the  letter,  so  far  as 
the  local  authorities  had  power.  Poor  Damon  was  hung  on  the 
ISth  of  October,  a  day  which  I  shall  never  forget;  and  the 
remaining  seventeen  prisoners,  having  received  the  prescribed 
number  of  lashes  under  the  gallows,  were  conducted  back  to 
their  prison,  fearfully  lacerated  and  covered  with  blood,  to 
nwait  their  banishment  from  the  shores  of  Demerara.  A  short 
time  afterwards  thev  were  sent  to  Eii;rland  as  couvicLs,  oa  Liieir 
way  to  a  forei;^u  penal  settlement ;  but,  by  this  time,  the 
Imperial  (lovernment  had  opened  their  eyes  to  the  iniquity  of 
these  proceedings;  and  the  King  of  Eno^land,  to  mark  his  dis- 
approval of  tlie  tmnghtcons  sentence,  roniitted  tii:it  part  of  it 
which  related  to  the  transportation  of  the  seventeen  so-called 
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criniiialt,  aid  tent  them  btdc  to  DeaMnm,  when  tbcj  aAgr-^ 

wnnls  lived  to  enjoy  the  blesnngt  of  entirs  fraedom. 

Hut  tlip  life  of  poor  Damon — undoubtedly  innocent  of  the 
criua-  laid  to  his  cbarj:i.' — wpi§  ^nc,  and  could  not  he  rcmilfd. 
The  only  alleviation  to  the  {i.iin  ooasioned  by  a  rcvirw  of  these 
mouruful  cvt  iils,  is  tlu;  l.icl  that  tlie  poor  sutTiTcr  \var»  hroui:iit 
ton  «!aMi!<(  kiiowlfdjjtr  of  tlie  Irulli  chiring  his  coufuimuhi  ct 
prison,  ihroiiuh  the  iiistnimcntalit y  of  a  devoted  Mi^>ii)n:ir\, 
who  vt«ito(l  iiiin  constantly  till  the  day  of  his  death.  iit« 
sense  of  the  pardonini;  mercy  ol  (iod  tbrouj^h  Christ  was  cimr 
and  joyous  ;  and  he  was  grnciourly  raised  above  every  feeling 
Jour  or  dismay.  On  the  day  before  his  execution,  he  had  • 
parting  interview  with  hii  wife  and  childfea.  He  enbrMttl 
them  affectionately,  gave  them  suitable  counsel,  and,  wHUimidi 
firmness  and  fortitude,  bid  them  e  kmg  fanveU.  The  last  wonb 
which  he  addressed  to  hia  wife  are  worthy  of  record :  **  Go  hone 
now/'  aaid  he,  *'  and  trait  in  God,  and  mind  dem  ^ildren ; 
don't  ay  for  me,  me  happj  now ;  to-monow,  when  white  man  open 
de  door,  and  take  me  out  lor  kill  me,  God  aall  make  me  five:  I 
tall  go  lo  Jeana I  Fiom  the  scaffold  he addieaaed  alew wwds 
to  the  aaaembled  mnltitnde  still  declaring  hia  innoeenee.  and 
repeating  that  he  fiiaed  the  flugstaff  in  hoooor  oC  the  Qovemor, 
and  not  as  a  token  of  revolt  He  expressed  his  forgifencst  oC 
every  body,  as  God  for  Christ's  sake  had  forgiven  hiii,  and  wus 
lauiiriied  into  eternity. 

But  I  (It  -ire  to  r.i>t  a  Veil  ov(  r  this  and  many  other  sceiit-*  ul 
evuilty  which  I  wituts^td  in  tlie  \Ve>t  luda*^,  m  the  hittet 
fr\iir-  (  f  *Uvf ry  ,  although  1  am  trre  to  eonfe«s  that  the  i>jire 
rt\i<  \v  of  them,  nfler  5  lnp«e  of  more  th;iii  thirty  years,  t.  ealls 
to  my  niiiiil  •-■Miie  of  tlr  m-  painful  -en-.-uioii^  witli  whwii  tbej" 
were  asaociateii  at  the  time.  Tiie  grand  alleviation  now  is  the 
comfortable  refledion  that,  throughout  the  British  Empife, 
universal  freedom  reigns,  that  American  slavery  has  n^ceired 
iU  death-blow,  and  thai  the  dey  of  Irsedom  for  the  kat  suffer- 
ing aim  ia  npidly  appioechtng, 

**  HaiK  ham      whca  fvcfy  (hiU  sf  Ate  iW  It  Aw! " 

When  the  excitement  had  in  some  measure  MjVsided,  we  pnv 
eecdcd  wiiU  our  cvaogeiicid  Ubouit  ^dh  vomion,  and  suct^ess* 
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We  were  nobly  aided  and  supported  by  the  friends  of  freedom 
in  England.  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Sodefy  generously 
presented  to  each  emancipated  sla?e  who  conld  read,  a  copy  of 

the  New  Testament,  in  [;ood  large  type»  and  substantially 

bound  ;  and  to  show  the  extent  to  which  the  Missionaries  and 
their  teachers  had  succeeded  in  diffusing  education  among  the 
people,  I  may  remark  that  ten  thouHand  copica  were  required  for 
Denierara.  It  would  have  delighted  the  Eritisli  public,  could 
they  liave  witnessed  the  dilii^cnt  clTorts  made  by  the  poor 
Negroes  to  qualify  themselves  to  ]>ut  in  their  humble  claim  lor 
the  p:ift,  and  the  grateful  emotions  with  which  they  received 
the  precious  boon. 

*  As  the  limits  which  1  have  assigned  to  these  sketches  re- 
quire a  constant  regard  to  compression  and  brevity,  I  will 
oonclude  the  present  chapter  with  a  few  short  notices  of  the 
respective  <<tations  occupied  by  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Sodety 
in  British  Guiana. 

Georqb  TowMy  the  capital  of  the  province,  is  the  head  of  a 
Circuit,  and  the  place  where  two  Ministers  reside.  One  is 
stationed  at  Werken*Bast,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  where 
we  have  a  commodious  and  respectable  pbce  of  worship,  called 
Trinity  GhapeU  which  wDl  seat  about  twelve  hundred  persons. 
The  congregations  axe  generally  good,  and  the  cause  is  flourish* 
ing.  The  new  chapel  is  a  noble  monument  of  the  piety,  zeal, 
«nd  benevolence  of  our  ])eople,  as  weU  as  of  the  indefatigable 
exertions  of  the  late  Eev.  W.  Hudson,  under  whose  judicious 
superint«'ndence  it  was  erected.  Although  it  was  built  at  an 
expense  of  about  £1,000,  iL  is  free  from  debt,  and  yields  a 
hiiii  i^  ti  e  revenue,  which  is  a  «p'eat  help  to  other  depiiitments 
o!'  the  M'ork.  The  old  chapel,  the  ercrtidu  of  which  in  its  day 
was  n  -t  iud  achievement,  accomplished  by  the  untirin^^;  itlorts 
of  the  late  Rev.  John  Mortier,  has  been  l  oiivi  rted  into  a  spacious 
schoolroom,  in  which  a  large  and  ctticient  day-school  is  con- 
-ducted  by  a  talented  Native  Teacher,  who  resides  in  the  rooms 
above,  formerly  occupied  by  the  Superintendent  Minister,  who 
now  lives  in  a  commodious  Mission-House  in  the  adjoining 
street.  The  other  Minister  resides  at  Kingston,  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  dtj,  bmt  the  Qoveniment^Honse  and  the  miiitaiy 
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depntmeiit,  wbere  we  bare  n  good  chapel,  capable  of  aocommo* 
dating  about  eight  hundred  peraonti  ot^cted  under  thr  stiptrin* 
tandoioe  of  the  Kev.  Moses  Bajncr.  A.  d^«aflliooi  i»  also  In 
aotivo  opaiatioik  The  good  work  hen  also  wean  a  pbaaing 
■apect.  iBlemiing  oat»statioDa  hare  been  establiabed  at 
Supply*  Hocha,  Nianea,  Booie,  FlaiaaQoe»  and  other  placca, 
wldeh  an  Tiaited  at  stated  periods,  and  at  aome  of  whieh  neat 
little  ehapela  ha? e  been  enoted»  and  promiaing  achoola  eitab- 
liahed. 

Mahaioa  in  a  station  in  an  ancient  village,  wbiefa  stands  on 

a  iiavi^abU'  cree  k  ol'  that  naiiu',  oti  the  west  coast,  abont  twrnly- 
fiv«'  miles  iVoin  (iiorLce  T(n\ii.  ]u  funiur  tiuict*  tliis  \v;is  a  \t  ry 
important  and  pr^-ipiToiN  Mission,  l>einj^  central  to  a  nuiiilK-r  of 
popiilou-s  esUtr-  :  hut  mice  the  recent  chaui^e*  iu  the  eivii  cua- 
dition  of  th«t  people,  many  removals  hav*^  tiikf»n  fthrr.  and  the 
number  ot  eliureh-nit  inbers  i«  conftdt  rably  <li;nni  i>L  J.  We 
hnvc  a  *j"r<l  (  m  uitry  eliapel  here,  \s\\iA\  will  <<  :it  al)Otit  ei:;ht 
hundred  jjcople,  mid  n  prosperous  day-school.  The  chnpel  has 
recently  been  etdarged  and  improved  at  a  cost  of  JtV&O. 
Mahaicony,  Terth,  Virginia,  and  some  other  min<M'  places,  an 
visited  by  the  ^aperintcndent  Mini^itrrand  his  a^.-^i^taQt  residing 
at  Mahaica,  at  aome  of  which  small  chapels  have  been  erected, 
and  aehoola  organized. 

YicTOtU  and  OouiiN  Gbotk  an  important  villages  abooi 
half  way  between  George  Town  and  Mahaica^  and  nnitcdtj, 
together  with  a  few  minor  plaoes,  form  an  interesting  CimiiL 
The  viUage  of  Vicfeoiin  was  built  upon  an  catate  purchased  by  a 
number  of  the  newly^mandpated  slavca,  as  a  joint^tork  company. 
Having  obtained  poaaeasion  of  their  respeetive  lota  of  land,  and 
erected  eoodbrtaUe  littlo  oottagcs  for  themselves,  tbey  made  a 
noble  elTort,  aud  erected  a  substantial  and  hnnd<komc  ehnpel  in 
the  centre  of  the  villajre,  which  w  ill  probably  arcomniodnte  xmui 
hundrt'i I  people,  1  had  tin-  pleavure  of  being  pirsc^.:  ;it  tiie  iir-: 
Mission. ir\  Mecliiiji  tvcr  i  rld  iu  this  phice,  when  ihcjc  u..  a. 
fine  diiipitty  of  Christian  ;t«.d  nnd  libcrTlity.  Friendship, 
Buxton,  and  Ann's  Grove  are  oul-»t.it , otis,  witii  a  Isrsr**  numbir 
of  rhure'n-n)rmbcr»,  neut  !tttl?»  ehnpeis,  and  prosju  i ^  u<  -H'f^U. 
They  an:  \i!»itcd  in  rotaUoa  by  the  two  HisNooanea  who  kbour 
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in  tlufl  Ciieait  The  work  in  this  neighlKniiiiood  may  be  re- 
garded with  additional  interest,  from  the  drcumstance  that  it 
was  commenced  by  an  B?nngdical  Clergyman  of  the  Church  of 
England ;  who,  findin*?  himself  unable  to  submit  to  the  Tusey- 
istic  demands  of  his  diocesnii,  declared  his  independence.  After 
remaining  in  an  isolated  poijiiiou  for  two  or  three  years,  he 
sought  and  found  for  himself  and  his  people  an  asylum  wiUun 
the  pale  of  the  Wesleyan  Church,  wlicic  he  could  enjoy  liberty 
of  conscience,  and  be  uufcttercd  in  liis  ellorts  to  difl'use  a  know- 
ledge of  i  In  itcdet'mcr.  He  soon  nftcrwarrls  returnetl  to  England, 
and  ultimately  settled  on  the  contnient  of  Europe. 

EsBEQUiBO  is  now  the  name  giveu  to  a  Circuit  which  was 
formerly  known  us  Abram  Zuil,  on  what  is  called  the  Arabian 
Coast,  in  a  rural  district,  on  the  west  of  the  Essequibo  river. 
The  Mission  was  commenced  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Hornabrook 
in  the  year  1836,  and  has  exerted  a  very  beneficial  influence  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  Oat-stations  were  ultimately  estab^ 
lished  at  Zorg,  Quee»U  ibipii,  Ebrntser,  Anna  Seffinat  DtmUPt 
Ibwn,  and  more  recently  on  the  island  of  Wakmaam.  At  some 
of  these  phices  chapels  have  been  erected,  and  schools  estab- 
lished ;  whilst-  at  others  strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  to 
supply  what  is  wanting  to  gi?e  stability  and  permanence  to  the 
good  work, 

Berbicb  is  comparRtively  a  new  Mission,  having  only 
enjoyed  the  advantage  of  a  resident  Missionary  for  a  few 
years.  Our  services  were  imperatively  called  for  at  this 
place,  so  remote  from  our  other  stations  in  British  Guiana,  by 
the  circumstance  of  a  considerable  number  ol  our  people  having 
removed  thither  from  the  Leeward  Islands,  to  say  nothinn^  of 
the  wide  lieid  for  evangelical  labours  among  a  dense  population. 
Several  respectable  persons  of  Dutch  descent  were  niso  anxious 
to  have  Ji  Wesleyan  Minister,  and  generously  offered  the  free 
use  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  church  and  parsonage,  with  sub> 
stantial. pecuniary  aid  besides.  Under  these  favourable  cir- 
cumstances, the  Mission  was  commenced  in  1847,  and  more 
fully  organized  in  1853 ;  the  Bev.  John  Wood,  Jun.,  being  the 
first  resident  Missionary*  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Ber. 
Messrs*  Padgham  and  Banfidd,  whose  labours  were  made  a 
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great  liUssitiLc  to  tho  couulry.  Uiit>8tntioii9  hare  been  forme«l 
at  Smith  Town,  StaiUry  Town,  and  Citmberimtd^  and  «  good 
work  is  in  pro^n^ss  ibroughout  the  Ciiciiit. 

The  Coolie  Mission  in  Dcmeram  ia  for  the  apecki  hem- 
fit  of  the  many  thousands  of  Coolies  wlm  have  beeu  im|)orted 
horn  India,  to  supply  tho  hick  of  iabonr  which  wm  aU^ed  to 
eiiat  in  the  colony.  By  this  amngement  thoaa  heathan 
•timgera  have  the  privilege  of  hearing  the  Oosp<  in  their  own 
tongoe ;  and  the  icanit  haa  been  ao  ftr  eneoofagiog. 

The  Wealeyan  Ciicnita  in  British  Guiana  have  once  nMiae 
been  formed  into  a  separate  District,  nnder  the  able  anpcrin* 
tendeoee  of  the  Bev.  H.  Blefay  i  and,  from  the  charaeler  of  the 
field,  and  the  noble  staff  of  labourers  who  oocapy  it,  we  mar 
anticipate  that  the  future  for  success  and  blessin?  will  not  oohr 
be  as  the  past,  but  much  more  abundant.  Wi  have  now  iu 
the  colony  itrrnty-ikirc  rhnprbi,  Mis'^'wunrit^s,  thrt^-  thuH- 
it  and  {luf  liuiidrfH  and  f[fti/-two  rhtfrch  ..truihers,  ah<mt  tkrer 
Ihomaud  schoUff  md  ttjrtcard*     eleven  tAousand  attendamU  m 

After  lahounn::  fur  i»  Utile  more  th?in  a  y<  nr  in  l)niuT;irr«.  we 
embarked  for  Barbadoes,  to  which  I  bad  been  appointni  by  t)ic 
Committee,  on  account  of  the  partial  failniT  of  my  heaiib.  The 
dear  friends  wilh  whom  we  were  associated,  had  shown  us  much 
kindnes«  ;  and  (he  separation  appeared  equally  painful  to  both 
Pa 'tor  and  fK'ople.  Our  attachment  to  this  oor  first  station  in 
the  West  Indies  was  not  eranesceot,  but  endnrin^  ;  and  we  harr 
never  ceased  to  cherish  an  afiectionate  lemembranoe  of  the 
place  and  the  people,  or  to  praj  for  the  bleasing  of  tiod  to  leil 
upon  them. 

I  had  the  plcasnre  of  revinting  the  colony  of  Bemeram  in  the 
3onth  of  February,  1S47,  to  attend  the  annual  District  Meet* 
ing,  after  an  ahsenea  of  twelve  ycnra.  Of  conrae  many  changea 
bad  taken  place  in  the  interim ;  but  1  found  a  few  obi  IHenda* 

who  n-joired  exceedinu'iy  at  the  privile^  of  meting  once  won 
in  the  fl(*»h  ;  and  I  had  occ.t!»ion  to  thank  Go<l  for  the  growth 
;i!nl  I  xten^ion  of  the  ^ood  woik  since  my  departure  from  the 
coionv.  Altrr  the  termination  of  uur  business  I  took  an  inl^r- 
csiiog  mittionaiy  tour  thruugU  the  pro^inoe,  in  company  w4Ut 
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my  dear  brethren,  the  Bev.  William  Bannister  and  the  Ber. 
William  HudBon,  both  of  whom  have  since  been  removed  to  the 
"  better  country."  We  preaehed  and  held  Misnonaiy  Meefeuige 
in  George  Town,*  Victoria,  Mahaica,  and  Berbioe.  At  New 
Amsterdam  we  preadied  in  the  Dntoh  Beformed  ehnich^  and 
held  some  interesting  meetings  with  our  Sodety,  which  bad 
been  regularly  organized,  and  consisted  of  nearly  one  hundred 
members,  who  earnestly  desired  a  resident  Ministeft  having 
hitherto  only  been  visited  at  stated  periods  by  tho  Ministers 
from  George  Town. 

I  cannot  close  these  brief  natices  without  expressinj^  my  convic- 
tion, that,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  hitherto  made  for  the  evan- 
gelization of  l^i  itii^h  Guiana,  it  still  presents  to  the  friends  of  Mis- 
sions a  field  of  labour  which  is  peculiarly  inviting.  Among  the 
dense  population  whicli  everywhere  abouuds,  many  more  Mis- 
sionaries mi^ht  be  usefully  employed,  and  fniit  wo\!l(l,  no  doubt, 
appear  in  due  time.  It  is  a  pleasing  fact,  that  our  native 
churches  in  Deraerara  have  for  many  years  past  been  entirely  self- 
supported;  and  have  contributed  largely  towards  sending  the 

*  At  the  Mi'^^^innnry  "NTcftin  j'  in  GiorL'i'  Town,  which  was  the  first  ever  hdd 
in  the  new  Tr  niy  chapel,  the  chair  was  ocntpird  hy  ^l.  J.  Rctemeycr, 
Esq..  Tier  Majesty  s  Receiver  Oencral  in  Briti^^h  (  lunna,  and  a  fricHd  of 
MissioQSf  wbo&e  naoie  is  worliiy  ui  a  jjiacu  m  ever)'  siceteh  of  our  work  in 
Demcnirft.  Mr.  Beten^fer  wit  kionelf  iht  friat  of  nnttoimry  laWor. 
OccnpyiDg  a  high  and  honoiuiUe  porition  ia  the  oolttny,  like  thmusads 
more,  he  eontiooed  in  s  great  meainre  Sndiffere&t  to  Dinne  things,  till  the 
early  part  of  the  year  1835,  when  be  was  induced  hy  a  fafonrite  dometttc 
one  Sabbath  to  attend  the  Weelqran  chapeL  My  esteemed  Superintendent^ 
the  latf  Kcv.  John  Morticr,  wns  the  officiating  Mioifter;  and  he  commenced 
the  service  by  giving  out  the  hymn  commencing,— 

" O  'tie  enough,  my  God,  my  Oodl 

Here  kt  me  give  my  waaderinga  o'er.*' 

Th»*  improssioR  made  by  thi^  hyitiu,  and  the  discourse  which  followed, 
resnlfed  in  the  conversiea  oi  the  distiuguislud  straugcr;  who  soon  after 
ui.iled  hiui&elf  iu  church-feUowithi|}  wilii  U3,  aud  became  heuceforth  a  fast 
inend  and  liberal  supporter  of  our  work.  Mr.  Retcmeycr  died  very  happy 
in  God,  in  Oeoifo  Town,  on  the  I4th  of  Mareb,  1850.  See  an  intemting 
Memoir  of  thit  Christian  gentleman  in  the  'Weik^aii  Magnine  tu  1868, 
by  the  Bev.  James  Biokfaid,  p.  1. 

ff  S 
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•Gospel  to  heathen  luidt.  For  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Ood,  mMi 
lofe  for  their  Mniiatm*  the  people  have  alwe^t  beett  aoit 
exeiDpliny* 


CHAPTER  III. 

THE  iSUXn  OF  BABBAIiOES. 

AfPEARAXcr  of  the  Maud— THicovcml  by  the  Port upietc— Settled  bf 
the  Sn;i1i»h — InUr  nn.l  Yariro — Kariy  FitHprritT— Cniur*  of  Dtrlfu- 
sion  -  A''jx^c(  of  \hv  CdMntrr — Towm  nnA  ViUt;ir»—  Codrin'jtTi  Col. 
leife — Mural  C'midttiott  of  the  Pcofilr  (,>it!ikfr*— Moravian! — Wf»- 
kyant — Tlarly  IVm^ution — ^!mpn»vrU  rr(»^[>r<  t>* — Heiiewe«i  ()j»p')«itiati 
•--Dntrutliuri  of  the  Qwpel  ~K«.-««tabli«huieiii  of  the  Minion-  I'rof* 
peritj  of  Um  Work— WiUiaiii  Vietf,  Xtq-^Hturicaae— Mitm 
SMam—Migi  TWn— Prerkkatt  BhtadBr— Spdght'«  Towa— 

At  cerUin  teaioiit  of  the  vear,  the  naTigntion  betareeii 
Demcram  and  Btrhodoet,  for  aeiling  veeeela,  it  toiDewhAt 

diAcolt  end  lUMeiiaui.  owiok  to  the  atrong  corrent  occeatooed 
by  the  mighty  Totnme  of  water  ponred  into  the  Attantie  Ooran 

from  ihe  numerous  mouths  of  the  rirer  Orinoco.  This  waa  the 
case  wl«<»Ti  we  first  nmdc  the  passnije  in  n  small  schooner  cnllnl 
the  i \i^t  t,"  commnndo<l  bv  Cnpt  iiu  ^t,lTllt.  After  Wins:  nt 
8ca  fire  tlny«,  in  l>ni>>trrnii*  wr:it!irr.  diirin;  whirli  our  lujj-aiast 
vm  rarrifd  .nvay,  >vc  tUscovrrni  that  we  \u-rc  coasidemhly  to 
thf  Iff -A  aril  of  I  Ik-  i>lrm«l,  aiui  wttt  oh|i<ffil  \-^nt  up  fi£!nif?«t 
tljf*  wind.     \\r  th.-  Innd,  hurtrvcr,  on  \Vriiiii  *J.iy  iiiont' 

in^,  tlic  ?!^th  of  Mnrrh,  1>35.  BflrbadrN  S  is  not  mouniainon^. 
like  most  of  the  Wt  -t  IndU  lalands  ;  but  rises  gradually  out  of 
the  tea,  to  a  modcmte  elcration  ;  and  been  eoaipare<l,  when 
seen  at  a  distance,  to  a  ho^  turtle  floating  on  the  surf;^rr  of 
the  water.  I  the  aneiTrnnn,  we  caSM  tO  anchor  in  (\irlisU' 
Ray,  end  landed  in  Bridge  Town*  «hm  we  were  kindly  receited 
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by  tBe  late  Be?.  Janes  Bathbone  and  the  Sev.  Xames  Alclia» 
the  Wesleyan  Miaafonaiies  then  lesident  in  the  colony. 

Before  proceeding  witb  the  obaenraliona  which  I  have  to 
make  on  the  chancter  and  reauUa  of  onr  united  nuauonaiy 
labours  during  my  personal  connexion  with  this  interesting 
station,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  presenting  to  the  reader  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  history  and  general  nspect  of  the  island,  as 
Well  as  oi'  the  ns€  aiiii  progress  of  2»iethodi3Ui,  up  to  the  timo 
of  our  arrival. 

Barbadoes  is  situatctl  in  latitude  lli"  10'  north,  and  longitude 
19»  42'  west ;  and  being  to  the  windward  of  all  the  other 
islands,  it  is  generally  the  first  land  made  by  vessels  sailing 
from  Europe  to  the  West  Indies.  Notwithstanding  this  cir- 
cumstance, it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  visited  by  the 
enterprising  Columbus  at  the  time  he  discovered  several  of  the 
otlier  iakuids  and  the  continent  of  America.  The  honour  of  dis«. 
covery  seems  to  bavebeen  reserved  for  the  Fortugiiese,whoara8ud 
to  have  landed  on  the  island  in  the  year  1600.  These  adventurers, 
however,  formed  no  settlement,  neither  did  they  take  formal 
possession  of  the  coontiy ;  but  merely  put  on  shore  a  couple  of 
swine,  and  then  passed  on  to  other  lands  in  search  of  gold.  It 
is  very  remarkable  that,  when  first  discovered,  Barbadoes  was 
not  only  without  inhabitants,  but  there  appeared  no  visible 
trace  of  its  ever  having  been  visited  by  any  human  being« 
Subsequent  observations,  however,  have  led  to  the  condusion 
that  it  most  have  been  inhabited,  probably  by  a  tribe  of  Caribs* 
though  at  a  remote  period,  as  specimens  of  antique  earthenware 
and  other  articles  have  been  dug  out  of  the  ground. 

In  the  year  1605,  an  English  ship  called  the  "Olive  Blos- 
som," wiiich  was  on  her  voyage  from  London  to  Surinam, 
touched  at  the  island.  The  Captain  and  a  few  men  landed,  and 
formally  took  possession  of  it  in  the  name  of  *'  James  king  of 
England."  Having  erected  a  cross,  and  carved  an  inscription 
on  a  tix'e,  to  commemorate  their  visit,  they  took  their  departure. 
Some  years  afterwards,  another  English  ship,  belonging  to  Sir 
l^'illiam  Courteen,  on  its  return  from  the  Brazils,  was  driven  to 
Barbadoes  by  the  violence  of  a  tempest,  and  took  shelter  in  the 
harbour.   On  hmdin^  the  Master  and  seamen  observed  tho 
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aenorial  of  IIm  pnnam  visit  of  Umr  eomtiymm.  The  bogs 
tluit  bad  been  kft  by  tbo  Portuguese  were  greatly  inerassed  in 
number,  and  the  woods  were  filled  with  tbese  useftil  amma]s» 

thereby  affordinj?  a  good  supply  of  provisions  for  tHo  nse  of  tbe 
ship's  compatis.  TIjis  vessel  carried  home  a  very  favounible 
repDil  ut  the  island,  auU  coiuidcrable  iiUereot  whji  excited  in 
£ngland  at  tbe  time. 

Tn  1621  the  cnterprisini:  Sir\Vi]liam  Conrtrrn  collected  ali. nil 
thiitv  ju  )n^,  to  go  out  for  tbe  |)uq)0!=(;  of  foruung  an  Knirli>h 
settleuinit  iu  Barljndoe^.  They  were  providcil  with  prov  i'>ii>ns, 
seais,  aud  as^cultural  implements  ;  aod  on  tlK-irnrrival,  to«riird<» 
tbe  close  of  the  year,  they  commenced  builfiiiig  their  bouses, 
and  deoring  tbe  laml,  iii  the  ploee  where  Hole  Town  now  stands. 
A  person  nsmed  William  Dean  was  appointed  Governor  of  the 
litlte  oobmy.  Tbe  whole  isbuid  was  st  tbst  time  thickly  wooded, 
and  it  wasbj  gioat  labour  and  penerennoe  that  this  littk  band 
of  advanluifs  establithed  tbeoMdves  in  this  tbe  land  of  Ibdr 
ado|ition.  In  16itt,  tbe  oolony  was  reialbrosd  by  tbe  airival  of 
mtf4bitt  emiginnts  fton  Sngland,  nnder  the  paHooage  of 
Loid  Ctulisle»  wbo  bad  obtained  ftom  King  Cbailes  a  grant,  bj 
patent^  of  the  whole  itlandi  Considerable  unplcatantness  and 
litigation  now  oceui'ied  among  diftrent  partiei  wbo  datmed  n 
right  in  tbe  eoil.  Sir  William  TofUm,  who  bad  been  ap()ointed 
GoTemor  by  Lord  Carlisle,  was  tried  bv  a  court- martial,  found 
guilty  of  tnasoii,  and  crnwlcrnned  to  ht  shot.  This  screrr 
scnt4'nce  wns  can  =  1  iiitt)  <  \rciitiou  with  as  little  efrenaony  a> 
there  was  jn^tict  m  the  jiroi^rdinjf.  The  coluiiv  w  i*  .iflcr- 
n  ;ir.i>  (  oii^idcmUlv  incn  av  d  by  iim  urrivnl,  at  ditfiTriU  t  ;m«'<, 
(  I  |i<  rsons  who  had  tied  fn>in  Knz^nnd  <mj  aoeotAiit  of  trie 
polutoal  aptatioiis  in  wbu  li  ^in  at  Kntain,  in  common  tvitli  tlie 
whole  of  Kurope,  was  at  that  |)eriod  involved.  Th?  jmrties 
sie  described  at  coming  chiefly  from  Kent,  Suffolk*.  Ksscx» 
Hmtlbrd,  Detonthiio,  end  ComwaU,  who  brought  with  them,  in 
some  instances^  a  considerable  anonnt  of  oapilal.  as  well  aa 
habits  of  iiidnstiy  and  enterprise. 

The  Eniopcan  emigmnls  wbo  list  settled  in  the  isfamd  of 
Barfaadoes  bad  not  adranoed  fiw  in  tbe  wofk  of  bnilding.  elear* 
iag^  md  belbio  tbif  fcH  the  want  of  HdHmrf 
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labourers.    There  were  only  two  classes  of  iR-oplc  which  seemed 
likely  to  endure  the  fatigue  uud  exhausuon  of  a  tropical 
climate, — the  Indians  of  America,  and  the  Negroes  of  Africa. 
They  first  tried  tlie  neighbouring  continent,  and  succeeded  in 
dra{^ging  away  a  number  of  poor  Caribs  into  abject  slavery.  As 
soon      the  object  of  the  visits  of  the  white  men  became  known, 
the  natives  mustered  their  forces ;  and  when  their  enemies 
returned  on  one  occasion,  they  met  with  the  most  vigorous 
iwistaiioe.   Several  of  the  Europeans  were  killed,  aod  the  rest 
ilecl  for  their  lives  into  the  neighbouring  woods.   One  of  the 
fugitives  was  a  man  named  Inkle,  who  was  afterwards  dis- 
covered in  his  retreat  by  an  amiable  young  Carib  girl  called 
Tarico.  This  daughter  of  the  forest  pitied  the  foriorn  white 
man,  and,  instead  of  reporting  him  to  her  Chief,  she  formed  the 
noble  resolution  of  seeretly  supporting  him  in  his  solitude  till 
he  oonld  make  his  eseape,   Faithful  to  her  engagement,  she 
daily  earned  him  food,  and  watehed  over  him  with  a  sister's 
care.   At  length  she  saw  an  English  vessel  hovering  off  the 
coast,  and  iistantly  made  him  acquainted  with  the  joyful 
tidings.    She  now  became  his  guide,  ajid  conducted  him  to  the 
coast,  where  le  succeeded  in  communicaunt;  with  the  vessel. 
When  Inkle  whs  about  to  step  into  the  boat,  the  Indian  girl  felt 
reluctant  to  bii  a  tinal  adieu  to  the  white  man,  for  her  friendship 
had  ripened  into  aliVetiou.    JShe  tlierefore  asked  permission  to 
iiccompany  liiii  to  the  **  land  of  the  j)ah'-i'ared  strantrers."  The 
Englishman  complied.    They  embarked  together,  and  landed  in 
Barbadocs  iu  safety,  where,  horrible  to  relate,  the  monster 
lukie,  breaking  through  every  obligation  of  humanity,  atl'ection, 
and  gratitute,  immediately  sold  his  deliverer  as  a  slave  !  This 
is  but  one  if  many  instances  of  the  cruelty  and  injustice  of 
our  oountiyaen  with  which  we  meet  in  the  early  history  of 
'  eolonisation.  The  poor  Caribs  thus  brought  to  the  iabind  never 
answered  the  purpose  for  whieh  they  were  imported,  but  soon 
wasted  away,  under  the  oppressive  treatment  of  their  emd 
masters,  not  ine  bmug  left  to  tell  the  tale  of  their  suffisrings. 

The  Goloniits  neit  turned  their  attention  to  Afriea ;  and  as 
the  slave  tm^  had  then  become  a  regularly  anthoriied  qrstem 
of  traffic,  thi  poor  Negroes  were  brought  by  hundreds  and 
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thousands   to  Barbadoes,  and   ultimately  became  far  mort 
Bttmerous  than  the  original  »ettlere. 

.  Tbia  being  the  oldeei  of  thr^  Brtttth  Weit  India  ooHomm,  and 
Bern  having  been  possessed  by  any  oth^r  European  power,  it 
npidly  advanced  to  a  state  of  uoperalleled  pitMperity.  As  early 
at  1670,  it  eotild  boast  of  a  population  of  one  hmtdnd  mid 
Jf/lf'^tom  ikemmmd,  one-third  of  whom  were  whitee,  and  the 
wiiining  two-thirda  Ncgio  tlaves.  Coneideiing  the  extent  of 
gfound  oeel^lied»  thia  la  n  higher  atate  of  popnlatioa  than  ean 
be  found  in  UoUand,  China»  or  any  other  oountij  meet  famona 
Ibr  numbera.  Sneh  wae  alio  the  extent  of  the  oonunfiee  earned 
on  with  Kngland  and  other  oountriee,  that  eonitant  efeplo) mcnt 
was  given  to  Ibor  hundred  vneeeb,  avernging  one  hundred  and 
fifty  tons*  burden  eeeb. 

Various  ciiu»e*  contributed  to  the  gradual  decline,  for  s*?veml 
vcnr;*,  of  llir  ;)^rirullural  and  commcrcuil  pr't-pt  iiiT  with  uhu  h 
Barbado€j»  was  distinguished  ai  this  early  jx  riovl  c^'  its  hi-^tonk*. 
The  colony  was  much  distracted  hy  poiiticul  .li:;!.-;! fin,  in  muse« 
f]iH"nc<-  oi*  till*  opprt'SAive  taxeji  impost il  liy  ihr  Unnn'  (Tovem- 
nicut,  and  other  matters  of  alh-i^'cd  «^'rw  \  anci-.  Wl.m  ;m 
expedition  xvm  fittrd  out  against  Hi?p;iiuoKi.  iifi'it  r  ( hr  eotnmand 
of  Peon  and  Venahks,  Barbadoes  funtisfaed  three  thousr.nd  five 
hundred  men  to  aid  in  the  attack.  This  expeditioi  failctl  in 
intended  object ;  but  it  resulted  in  the  rapture  of  Jamaiea  from 
the  Spaniards.  From  that  time  Jamaica  becane  a  powerful 
rival  to  Barbadoes,  as  it  attracted  a  large  portion  ef  the  aiteii- 
liott  and  capital  of  the  mother  countiy.  In  addition  to  these 
nntowaid  eiroomatanoea,  thia  ieland  waa  repented^  ealled  lo 
inffcr  from  the  deetroyiof  elementa  of  nature.  Ii  the  month 
of  Angneta  167K,  n  dnadftil  hnirieane  laid  waal»  the  whole 
eonntiy ;  in  1766  n  deetrwetive  redneed  Bridgi  Town,  the 
capital,  to  a  heap  of  ndna ;  and  in  1780  another  awftil  hnrri- 
•nne  patsed  over  the  bnd,  oanying  dcetractioQ  and  death  in  ita 
mighty  sweep  In  the  bit  named  calamity,  four  tfa»aiand  three 
hundred  and  twrntt-six  of  the  inhalMtanta  wtfft  Mined  in  the 
ruins,  while  property  was  destroyed  to  the  amiont  of  one 
milliou  and  a  iialf  >trrliu^. 

iu  ailrcr  years  the  cuWiiy  recofered  iu  tome  mcuiure  from  iUe 
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effects  of  these  snd  disasters ;  but,  from  iU  geognpliical  poti- 
tion,  it  is  always  liable  to  the  frequent  occurrence  of  burricanes, 
a  long  list  of  which  might  bo  given  in  addition  to  those  ahready 
mentioned.  A  pari  of  Bridge  Town,  which  had  rim  ftom  its 
former  mine,  was  again  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  years  ago ;  ao 
that  this  island  has  had  frequent  eheeks  to  its  advasoement,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  exhanstion  of  the  soil*  and  the  frequent 
occurrence  of  drought*  since  the  oountiy  was  deaied  of  its 
trirgin  forests.  Notwithstanding  these  advarse  circumstanoes, 
Barbadoes  will  bear  a  fnTonrable  oomparison  with  most  of  the 
other  West  India  colonies,  both  aa  it  regards  the  state  of  its 
agricnltuTal  and  commercial  interests,  and  the  moral  and  soilal 
condition  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  island  of  Barbadoc-s  is  from  uorth  to  south  about  twenty- 
two  milfs  long,  and  from  cast  to  west  lifteeu  broad.    It  is 
nearly  suiiouuded  by  a  coral  reef,  which,  with  the  addition  of 
military  fortifications  in  those  places  which  arc  accessible  to 
vessels,  defend  it  from  the  attnck  of  an  enemy.    Tlic  general 
ji'spcct  of  the  country  is  of  a  pleasing  character,  and  bears  a 
more  striking  resemblance  to  Eughind  than  any  other  country 
within  the  tropics  that  I  have  visited.    Instead  of  the  bold  and 
romantic  scenery  which  distinguishes  most  of  the  West  India 
Islands,  we  have  in  the  interior  of  Barbadoes  a  gently  undulating 
surface,  presenting  the  agreeable  variety  of  sloping  hills  and 
fertile  valleys.  On  the  windward  coast,  however,  the  sceneiy  is 
somewhat  different.   Bold  and  nigged  aodivitiea  rise  from  the 
shore  to  an  elevation  of  about  one  hundred  feet  each,  and  are 
separated  by  temices  nearly  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  whieh  are 
highly  eultivated,  and  form  a  beautiful  contrast  to  the  barren 
rocky  precipices  that  intervene.   Since  the  dense  forests  which 
once  covered  the  country  have  disappeared,  wood  has  become  a 
scarce  commodity,  and  it  is  found  necessary  to  import  it  from 
other  islands.    The  quauLity  of  ruin  which  used  to  fall  annually 
is  consequently  diminished,  to  the  occasional  inconveuichcc  of 
the  planter.    But  these  drawbacks  are  more  than  compensated, 
as  it  regards  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  by  the  improvement 
of  the  climate.   The  lands  having  been  laid  open,  the  breeze 
eirculAtcs  without  obstroctiou,  stagnant  vapours  ore  prevented. 
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and  tbe  mr  is  rendered  pure  and  wMetone.   Barbadoat  may 

now  be  rcganlcd  as  favonrtd  with  one  of  the  most  healthy 
climates  for  Europeans  \%  itlun  the  tropics. 

The  buildinj^  connected  with  the  respective  estates  are 
generally  pood  and  j«ubst;iritinl,  bi,inj^  erect*  d  '^o  n>  to  n-'-i^t  the 
violence  of  the  storms  which  at  certain  !fcea«rms  »»v»'ep  jicri>-^  ihc 
ronntry.  The  liehis  are  laid  out  wiih  eoii«kiderahle  taste,  and 
are  fre(juently  interspersed  with  cocoa-nut  and  other  tree?, 
presenting  to  the  view  a  prospect  truly  delightful,  ihe  sod 
varies  considerably  in  different  parts  of  the  island ;  but  it  ia 
generally  found  to  be  suitable  for  the  growth  of  su^^ar  and 
ginger,  which  are  tkt  etaple  articles  of  export,  and  alao  for  tba 
prodnetioa  of  tbe  provisions  and  fruits  which  arc  required  for 
home  oonanmption.  9nm  the  length  of  time  that  the  land  baa 
heen  under  eonatant  enlttvation,  its  original  sttength  ia»  in  a 
neaanre,  ezhanaCod ;  and  it  now  reqniits  particnhir  management 
and  oaielhl  mannring,  to  produce  food  erops.  By  the  appliea- 
tjon  of  agricultural  akill,  and  the  use  of  ordinary  meana*  tha 
anil  ia,  however,  nry  productive ;  and  the  sugar  roanufactuied 
in  Barbadoea  ia  eelebnted  kr  ita  excellent  quality.  Farticnlar 
economy  ia  ohaerred  in  tilling  the  ground,  and  alnosl  every 
acre  and  rood  in  the  island  capable  of  producing  an}'  thing  is 
brousrht  under  ran  ful  cultivation. 

It  docs  not  conx'  i\ithin  our  province  to  enter  into  the  ikiiiulia* 
of  scientific  rt  scarrh ;  but  we  hwvc  rt.i.>->fi  t  >  iielicve  that 
Barbadoci  oilcrit  a  imc  ti^'ld  tor  the  iiive«tiifaiiuud  of  the  nntur.il- 
ist.  The  sumniits  of  the  h;lU  Ix-ar  t  vulmt  innrk^  of  a  >iil»- 
mariix-  i>n:iin,and  numerous  v;diiab!f  fo"i-iN  h.n.-  hei  it  ruiiec'ted. 
In  the  annual  kinirdoin  there  nr'^  nt  iUicr  c|Uitdrujt<ed9  nor  birds 
worthy  of  partiniiar  notice.  Monkeys  and  racoons  were  for- 
meriy  very  numerous,  but  they  have  now  totally  di^appennd. 
Various  kinda  oC  snakes  and  liaards  are  (bund  in  great  abundance. 
At  irat  these  reptiles  are  very  annoying  to  stran^rrs,  as  they 
aoMtnaa  find  Ihrir  way  into  the  honaea  oC  the  inhahitanta;* 

*  I  rewcmbci'.  oo  one  octf—ioo,  tW  m  mtkt  rutrmi  ihe  room  m  «^trii 
I WM  sitting.  uisMlalilisir  nmmi  tteacdrof  tW  csl,wUdi  kai  keca 
frislly  tyiiHt  at  aij  Ivt,  hat  mhtk  mvm  pUyfiUly  to  ««ch  ths  ■onwtsis 
erthsrsftBs.  tht  par  titaw  ws  st  wUh  its  iii^mHi  Waisa, 
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but  ihej  are  genenlly  harmteM,  and  aooii  oeaae  to  be  objects  of 
terror.  The  polypus  ie  fowd  here  in  great  perfection,  and 
▼arioaa  kinds  of  fish  are  canght  along  the  shore.  Some  remark- 
able wells  of  tar*water  ha^e  been  disoovered ;  and  a  small  pool 
at  the  bottom  of  a  little  glea  in  Tnmei^s  Hall  Wood  emits  a 
Toluroe  of  inflammable  gns.  These,  with  a  few  other  natural 
cariosities,  are  worthy  of  careful  scientific  examination.  The 
island  is  almobt  distiUite  of  rivers,  properly  so  calkni ;  but  there 
are  several  small  stn  ains  or  rivulets  in  diflerent  parts  of  the 
country,  besides  the  Mole,  wliit  h  is  the  principal  one.  A  tole- 
rable supply  of  water  is  also  obtniucd  from  numerous  spring^- 
weils,  and  from  reservoirs  which  are  lUled  during  the  rainy 
season. 

Bridi^e  Town,  the  capital  of  the  colony,  is  on  extensive  city, 
with  a  population  of  upwards  of  twenty  thousand.  It  is  erected 
chiefly  of  stone,  and  contains  some  handsome  bnildiugs ;  but 
the  struts  are  too  narrow,  and  the  houses  are  formed  too  much 
after  the  English  style,  and  too  closely  crowded  together,  to  be 
conducive  to  health  and  comfort  in  a  tropical  climate.  Many 
of  the  merchants  have  commodious  country  villa  residences,  at 
a  convenient  distanoe  from  the  town,  with  gardens  and  pleasure* 
grounds  beantifully'laid  ont  The  residence  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  called  "Filgram,'*  about  a  mile  from  Bridge 
Town,  is  a  splendid  mansion ;  and  St.  James's  Barracks,  about 
the  same  distanoe  in  another  direction,  are  commodious  and 
elegant  buildings.  Fonta  Belle  and  Hastings  are  suburban 
Tillages  and  fashionable  watering-places,  possessing  every  con- 
venience for  sea-bathing,  as  well  as  many  cool  niry  residences. 
Speii;ht*3  Town,  Hole  Town,  Oistin  Towu,  and  Balh,  can  only 
be  re^anL'd  ns  villoges,  notwithstanding  their  high-sounding 
names,  and  the  undoubted  increase  of  the  population  of  most  of 
them  since  emancipation. 

dimbed  to  the  roof  of  the  honse,  and,  titer  nmiung  about  in  a  wild  lad 
ftsntic  state  fhr  tome  tune,  plunged  into  a  perpesdicular  watcr-^nt  Far- 
tomtdy  for  the  pour  cat,  the  apont  was  too  narrow  to  admit  of  its  deacead" 
11^  far.  Bj  means  uf  a  ladder  I  succeeded  in  extraotiag  it  from  this  periloos 
position,  and  in  releasing  it  from  the  grasp  of  the  reptile  which  had  oauaed 
its  fright,  before  it  was  entiidj  ttraagied. 
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In  the  parish  of  St  John,  about  twelve  miles  from  the 

metropolis,  there  is  n  college,  endowed  with  a  large  estate; 
formerly  producing  Jt3,000  per  nnr.uin.  Tliis  was  the  gift  of  a 
Mr.  Codrington,  whose  iiaiac  the  justitution  bears.  ]L  is 
situuted  iu  a  beautiful  and  picturesque  valley ;  and  when 
beheld  from  the  neiLrhbourifiL^  hills,  presents  a  pleasing  obj^ 
to  the  CYC,  and  gives  elit  e  t  !o  the  surrounding  scenery.  A 
proper  application  of  this  munificent  donation  might  be  ma  li-  a 
great  blessing  to  the  island,  by  affording  a  superior  religious, 
elassical,  and  commercial  education  to  the  youth  of  the  couutiy 
generally ;  but,  like  many  other  excellent  charities,  it  appears 
to  be  diverted  somewhat  from  its  original  purpose;  and  i8» 
at  present,  aeoessible  only  to  a  very  limited  number  of  students, 
who  are  designed  for  the  clerical  profession. 

The  population  of  the  whole  island,  according  to  the  last 
census,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand;  includ- 
ing  whites,  blacks,  and  a  Lirge  and  respectable  dass  of  coloured 
persons.  Towards  the  dose  of  the  seventeenth  century,  all 
ranks  of  the  commuuity  are  represented  as  beinnf  in  a  fearful 
state  of  spiriLual  destitution.  The  island  had  been  divided 
into  eleven  parishes,  it  is  true ;  but  in  most  cases  they  were 
parishes  without  priests  ;  and  such  was  tlie  character  of  the 
ftjw  who  did  till  the  sacred  oHice  in  the  national  establi^hiiiciit, 
that  the  whole  coniitry  might  be  regarded  as  aliuost  entirely 
destitute  of  the  saving  light  of  the  Gospel. 

At  an  early  period,  a  few  pious  Quakers,  who  had  settled  in 
tiie  island,  being  influenced  by  feelings  of  pity  and  oom- 
passion  for  their  fellow  men,  began  to  teach  a  few  Negro  slaves 
a  knowledge  of  the  Gospel.  Thia  humble  effort  to  do  good 
met  with  decided  oppoeition  from  the  ruling  powers  and  the 
resident  dergy;*  and  a  law  was  passed,  prohibiting  the 

*  The  IbUimjiig  estitet  frsm  s  high  withoritj  amoag  ths  *' Society  of 
Friends  "  presents  a  gloomy  pictore  of  the  moral  itite  of  the  commiimtf 
at  this  Mrly  period,  aud  exhibits  the  spirit  of  persecution  that  prevailed 
among  certain  parties  in  the  colony.    "  In  the  island  of  Barbacloes,  those 

n]]h'i\  Qtml<cr«  RnfTercd  also  nmch  by  the  people,  insti^atcil  not  a  little  by 
the  rneals,  Sftniuci  Groves,  Matthew  firay,  Thomai  >Inu\varin£r,  and 
Francia  Smith;  for  these  being  often  drunk,  gaTC  occasion  thereby  to  be 


Digrtized  by  Google 


CUAF.  III. — THE  ISLAND  OF  BARBAPOES.  285 

Negroes  from  attending  any  meeting^lionw  wluterer,  Tbe 
same  act  contained  a  danae,  which  forbade  Dieaenten  to  inatnict 
their  papila,  or  to  keep  schools  in  the  island*  The  hnmble  and 
nnassnming  dass  of  religionists,  against  whom  this  persecuting 
neasnre  was  chiefly  diluted,  have  since  disappeared  from  the 
colony;  and  the  spot  of  ground  on  which  their  "meeting- 
house "  once  stood,  is  pointed  out  as  a  rdio  of  past  history. 

In  the  year  1765,  two  MomTian  Missionaries  were  sent  to 
Barbadoes ;  one  of  whom  died  soon  aft4?r  his  arrival,  and  the 
other,  seduced  l)v  llie  love  of  the  world,  abnndoned  the  Mission, 
and  settled  as  a  merehnnt;  whilst  a  third,  who  was  sent  to  fill 
the  place  of  the  first,  j>oou  followed  him  to  the  silent  tomb. 
About  two  years  afterwards,  Mr.  Braekshnw  arrived,  and  was 
joined  by  Mr.  Bennett  from  Ainerica,  and  others.  For  some 
time  their  united  labours  ^yvn'  crowned  with  success  ;  but  on 
the  death  of  Mr.  Bennett  in  1771,  and  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Bruckshaw  to  Antigua,  the  Mission  began  to  decline,  and 
oontinued  in  a  languishing  state  for  several  year8«  After 
passing  thronp;h  various  vicissitudes*  a  measure  of  prosperity 
was  again  realized:  and  of  late  years  the  "Brethren"  have 
been  pursuing  their  useful  labours  with  some  degree  of  encou- 
ragement ;  the  number  of  converts  having  considerably  increased. 
The  respective  stations  of  the  Moravians  in  Barbadoes  are 
"Bridge  Town,  Sharon,  and  Mount  Tabor. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  1768,  Dr.  Coke  arrived  in 
Barbadoes,  with  the  Bev.  B.  Pearoe,  a  Wesleyan  Missionary, 
who  had  been  appointed  to  labour  in  the  island.   In  this 

'leproTcd.  And  one  Thomas  Clark,  cotr.in,!^'  once  into  the  p1ae«  of  pdblio 
worship,  and  exhorting  the  audience  to  desist  from  lewdness,  and  to  fear 
God,  was  so  crrff'vously  beaten  with  sticks  that  he  fell  into  a  «w'(>on  :  nod 
Graves,  who  preached  tbeo,  went  to  the  house  of  the  said  Clark,  pulled  his 
wifi;  out  of  doors,  and  tore  her  clothca  from  her  hack.  And  Manwariag, 
who  iiad  threatened  Clark  that  he  would  procure  a  iaw  to  be  made,  by  which 
Idi  can  should  be  eut  off,  once  wrote  to  him  thoa :  *  I  am  aorry  that  jonr 
seal  tnrpaiieth  your  nioderMion,  and  that  a  dob  mnit  beat  you  out  of  wbat 
the  defil  hath  tupind/  And  tUt  was  beetoie  CItrk  had  told  Urn  that  bis 
COomiition  was  not  becoming  a  Miniater  of  the  Gospel.  O'lnr  roagli 
treatment  Clark  met  with  I  pass  by,  though  once  he  was  aet  ia  iko  ttoeks 
and  imprisoocd.*'-— SavaUi's  "  Hisloiy  of  tiio  Qjoakan." 
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jn^tnnrc,  ns  in  many  olljers,  the  way  bad  been  prepared  by  a 
kind  and  ^ctous  Providence.  A  few  pious  soldiers  had 
preriously  arrived  from  Ireland,  and  were  patroniznl  tn  their 
efforts  to  do  good  by  Mr.  Button,  a  uereluuit  wlio  generooalj 
allowed  them  the  use  of  a  large  warebonae  in  whMt  to  hold 
their  mcclinj^a.  Thcsi^  zealous  sons  of  "  green  Erin  **  rveeivod 
the  MiaaHNianea  with  feeling  of  the  liveliest  joy,  havinic  b^n 
penonally  aeqnainted  with  Mr.  Pesree  before  Umj  enbeiM  for 
the  West  Indies.  On  the  following  efenbg,  0r.  Coke  preiched 
in  the  aoldien'  homble  house  of  pmycr  to  an  overflovinf 
eon^rcgiition.  The  unions  Boelor  soon  took  his  df|Niitttm 
for  8t.  Vincent's,  end  Mr.  P^ree  pursncd  his  nussKnudy 
Inbours  for  some  tim^  with  pleasing  prospects  of  s'lccvss,  in 
the  various  opeuiagii  which  prtsentcil  thcmsclveii,  boih  m  town 
oik!  country. 

A':u>iit  two  ycnrs  afirrwnrds.  Dr.  Coke  n^nin  vtsitrd  B.irba- 
does,  whrn  lie  found  iliat  a  spirit  of  )Hr<(cutjon  hnr!  ^^n-n 
nwnkoned,  nrul  liial  the  public  worship  of  God,  as  conductrd 
by  the  Mi-siojian,  liad  becu  fnqnnitlv  tli^sttiriwl  bv  ihr  uiob, 
oinl  III- (Iwrllini:-!!  :u>c  n<''fiilrd  by  the  ribaid  uiultitude.  Those 
who  hnd  joined  ihv  .Mi  thodist  Society,  received  by  waj  of 
reproach  the  name  of  **  llaUeligah."  Kven  the  little  Negioes 
had  learned  the  appellation,  and  would  call  them  by  that  nanae, 
as  they  passed  along  the  streets.  Notwithstanding  the  pcfsC" 
cotton  which  had  raged,  a  chapel  had  been  erected,  that  would 
contain  abont  seven  hundred  penons ;  bnt  the  socoess  reAltaed 
in  the  actnal  conversion  of  sinnen  to  God  was  not  to  be  eooi- 
pared  with  that  of  many  of  the  other  West  India  Islands^ 
where  the  Missionaries  had  commenced  their  laboon;  neithar 
was  it  considered  by  any  BMnas  eomakensnrata  with  the  labonr 
which  had  been  beitowcd  upon  the  station.  The  frw  who 
were  nnited  in  dntrdi  feUowshtp  were,  nevertheless,  truly  pious, 
and  devoted  to  God ;  sod  the  MiMion.iries  were  encour«j;ed  to 
pii>ev.'rc  in  their  work  of  faith  and  labour  ut  love. 

On  tl>e  2Ath  of  NovemWr.  lll'l.  tlu  Itcv.  John  ktnirilon 
arrivfd  from  Kii^liind.  lu  Liboiir  in  r».irliaiii>r:*.  In  (•  mi  nu  uoo 
Willi  ti:^'  lu  v.  M.iUln  w  Lumb,  »ito  luid  jim'Ci  <  >linl  Mr    I'l  anv. 

Being  cncourjjj^ed  by  a  few  fiiendly  planters  in  the  country,  tlio 
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Missionaries  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  of  extending  tbeir 
laboun  to  the  slaves  on  several  estates  in  the  nirai  districts ; 
but  still  they  had  to  complain  that  the  resnlls  were  not  aceoid- 

in^  to  their  expectations.    On  the  I2th  of  Bcceraber,  1792, 

the  Kcv.  A.  Bisiiop  arrived  from  America,  and  the  follovvinpc 
month  Mr.  Kinjjston  removed  to  Nevis.  In  tiic  montli  ot 
Aiij,nist,  1793,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Graiiam,  who  had  corae  to 
strengthen  the  Mission,  died  of  yellow  fever;  and  a  few  days 
nfterwards  intelli<:ence  was  received  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Pcorcu, 
of  the  same  fntal  malady,  on  board  a  ship,  on  bis  way  to 
Barbadoe!*,  Irom  (Jrcnada,  where  he  had  been  on  n  missionary 
visit.  After  the  removal  of  the  Kev.  James  Alexander,  in 
1798,  the  island  remained  without  a  Missionaiy  for  a  whole 
year. 

*Thns  was  this  infant  station  tried  in  varioos  ways,  so  that 
on  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Bradnack  in  1804,  he  was  constrained 
to  give  a  very  gloomy  and  diMsouraging  aoeonnt  of  the  atate 
of  the  work.  A.  furthw  bereavement  was  experienced  in  1807» 
by  the  sndden  death  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Bobinson,  the  only 
Missionary  in  the  island;  so  that  the  people  were  once  more 
left  as  "  sheep  having  no  shepherd."  TVhile  the  station  was 
thus  deprived  of  the  laboun  of  a  re^golar  Minister,  the  few 
members  of  the  Society  were  kept  together,  and  Divine  worship 
was  conducted  by  Mr.  Beck,  an  old  disdple  of  blessed  memory  . 
He  was  occasionally  assisted  in  his  humble  efforts  to  do  good 
by  Mr.  Cha])man,  of  St.  George's,  (at  whose  bouse  Mr.  Bobin- 
«0M  died,)  and  by  Mr.  Biown  of  Christchurch,  another  devoted 
Christian  of  those  times.  During  the  years  which  intervened, 
the  station  was  sometimes  occupied  by  a  Missionary,  and 
sometimes  Tnrnnt,  just  as  the  necessities  of  other  islands 
prejjcnted  stronger  claims:  it  is  not  thrrefoie  mulLcr  ui"  surprise 
that  so  little  impression  was  made  upon  tlie  minds  of  the 
people  by  the  occ^isionai  preaching  of  the  (iospel.  At  short 
intervals  a  spirit  of  bitter  persecution  manifested  itself,  being 
occasionally  checked  by  the  interference  of  the  Magistrates,  and 
then  again  bursting  out  with  increased  violence. 

In  the  year  ISII  a  vety  gloomy  aceount  was  given,  in  the 
Society's  records,  of  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  Barbadoea 
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Miliion.  Calf  thirty  penoni  wen  npoctad  at  e^unli  iMm« 
htnf  dovm  of  wIkmr  wnre  wliH6s«  ^iftom  wore  hot  pcfioM  of 
oolonr,  and  six  were  skYet.  Thfc  period  of  tho  ttation't  Uo* 

tory  was  indeed  a  "  nis^ht  of  toil  btit  the  devoted  men  wh^ 
then  laboiin  d  in  the  island,  were  eustained  under  their  discon* 
nijrements  bv  the  cojiscicntious  conviction  that  tli<  v  wen*  <its- 
chargin«4  a  solemn  duty,  the  Tesnlt  of  nhirh  mM>t  Im  Irfi  to 
Him  at  whose  coinni:mtl  tin  v  had  cnterctl  upon  their  work. 

Early  in  181G  new  (iifiicultiea  werf  expr ri<'nrff|.  An  insnr- 
rpctioii  l)rok(.'  out  aiuoug  tlie  Negroes  on  srvonil  jilnnfntinni ; 
and  ttllhou<;h  it  was  soon  put  down  hy  militnrv  Unc*\  it  afforded 
the  fncmies  of  the  Gospel  a  pretext  !  )r  renewing  their  hostility 
to  the  laboun  of  the  Missionaries.  Ail  the  evils  of  the  rebellion 
were  charged  on  the  Mission ;  a  charge  which  was  prrfpctly 
prepotterooty  seeing  that  oni  of  a  population  of  npwardt  of 
sefODty  thousand  slaves,  not  more  than  ibirtY-aix  were  roembm 
of  the  Wealeyaa  Society.  A  eooiniittee  was  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Asseaibly  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  The  mischief 
was  ascribed  in  its  report  to  other  causes,  and  the  Missionaries 
and  their  people  were  thereby  deared  from  blame.  Xotwith* 
standing  this  dicnmstance,  the  opposition  was  so  strong,  an«f 
the  difBcoHies  were  so  nnmerons,  that  the  station  was  again 
left  for  some  time  wiihont  a  supply  of  MMonariee. 

The  Mission  w;is  reeoramencrd  in  I'^IS,  under  eircumshiniff 
wliic'h  ( l<  arly  mark  the  interposition  of  Dinne  Provi<lenee.  One 
moruia;;  uhih  tfie  peoplr  wt-u-  tssenibled  in  ihfir  tivr-  oV'.o'k 
pmyer«n;(  iiiu'.  and  Mr.  !•  k  wn%  l)r!.cerhing  Ihc  Lr  r  i  t'^  n  - 
meinWr  them  in  merey  and  -tiul  th<*m  n  Va«tor,  a  sailor  entered 
the  rhm^el.  f!n<l  annot?nr»t*d  the  arrival  (^f  .1  Missionar}' !  Th'* 
plensing  mleiiigence  niiunated  erery  heari  with  joy  ;  and  U  f  ire 
they  ^eparntetl,  the  Kev.  Moses  Uayner  made  hin  apjwariinrt! 
UDOng  them.  In  the  coume  of  the  folloning  year,  the  spirit  of 
persecution  baring  in  some  degree  abated*  and  the  work  having 
assumed  a  more  etieonragiag  s«p<-et,  a  new  and  r^^mmodious 
chapel  was  erected,  tonnnls  irhieh  aeferal  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  snbecribed  liberally. 

It  was  now  considered  deriiableonee  mora  to  appoint  a  second 
Mimionaiy  to  thb  station,  that  it  might  hafo  n  Mr  trial  nndcr 
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the  imprc^Ted  tone  of  fmblio  fwling  towards  the  enterprise.  In 
1880  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Shrewsbury  nnd  the  Bev.  W.  Lnrcora  were 

oil  the  ground ;  and  in  a  united  communication  adtlrt  sscd  to  the 
General  i?('cretaiics  of  ilic  Missionary  Cuuiraittcc,  IIk  v  wrote  as 
follows  :  "  Oui"  prospects  at  present  cannot  be  deeim-d  jlafftrin^^ 
but  they  are  certainly  irighleniftg^  as  there  is  more  likelihood  of 
jirosperity  than  was  ever  previously  known  in  Barbadoes.  On 
JSundoy  inornings  our  chapel  is  tliron^^ed,  and  nuiltitudps  crowd 
about  the  door,  to  sf|ueeze  in  when  tliere  is  the  least  openmg, 
Besides  our  labours  in  Bridge  Town,  we  have  three  estates  in 
the  country  where  we  preach  once  a  fortnight.  The  proprietors 
(one  of  whom  is  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Assembly)  are  firm 
friends  to  the  Missionaries,  and  have  promised  to  use  all  their 
iofloenee  with  other  gentlemen  of  the  colony,  to  induce  them  to 
permit  ns  to  instruct  their  Negroes."  Other  acconnts  still  mort 
enoonn^^ng  succeeded  this,  reporting  the  accession  of  a  consider- 
able number  of  members  to  the  Chuieh,  as  well  as  the  formation 
of  an  "  Aoiiiiary  Missionary  Society  "  for  the  island,  which 
was  expected  to  produce  not  less  than  fifty  pounds  sterling  per 
annum,  to  aid  in  the  spread  of  the  Gospel. 

This  prosperous  and  promising  state  of  things  was,  however, 
but  of  short  duration.  A  fearful  storm  of  persecution  was 
gratherin^r,  and  ere  lono:  it  burst  upon  the  head  of  the  poor  Mis- 
sionary with  awful  violence.  Mr.  Shrewsbnry,  who  by  this 
time  had  been  left  aloiie  on  the  station,  was  abused  bv  the 
public  press,  openly  insulted  in  the  streets,  and  repeatedly  inter- 
rupted whilst  engaged  in  conducting  the  public  worshi})  of  (Jod. 
On  the  r)th  of  October,  1822,  the  congregation  was  not  only 
molested,  but  the  chapel  was  assailed  with  showers  of  stones 
nnd  otiier  offensive  weapons  ;  and  so  strong  was  public  feeling 
in  favour  of  the  delinquents,  that  no  hope  of  obtaining  redress 
could  be  entertained.  On  tlie  following  Sabbath  the  assault 
was  renewed  with  still  greater  violence ;  and  in  the  midst  of  the 
general  tumult,  the  ^fissionary  preached  with  enlargement  of 
heart  from  1  Cor.  i.  22,  24,  and  thus  dosed  his  ministry  in 
Barbadoes,  as  it  proved  to  be  his  last  opportunify  of  preaching 
to  the  people.  On  the  19th  there  was  no  serviee  in  the  ohapel» 
in  oonsequence  of  the  Grovemor'a  declared  inability  to  protect 
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tlie  peneoated  HiMionary  in  the  diMfaaiipe  of  bi«  dvfy;  tnd  • 
aroltitaiJe  of  penona,  pnviotialy  oiguiiiod  for  the  purpote,  «m 
tuffered  compldely  to  dMBoliih  Uie  boUding;  withoat  the  ImI 
pkttempt  being  made  to  cheek  them,  either  by  the  ciril  or  mill* 
taiy  Mthoritiet. 

Dwing  theae  diagncefid  pvoceedingi,  Mr.  Shrewabniy  end 
hit  wife  were  expoeed  to  the  moat  Imndaetit  peraonel  danger ; 
but  they  providentially  esciiped  on  boerd  •  ameU  veaael  then  in 
the  harbouFt  and  sailed  for  St.  VinccDt's.  When  the  roisrhief 
was  (lone,  the  (JoviTiior  of  liarbadue*  stLUicti  to  iiwnkf  :  „■  a 
sense-  oi  liis  rcsijousiblc  position,  oiid  issued  n  pn  cl miatioa 
offering'  u  reward  of  £100  for  the  convidion  of  the  utKntiir:?. 
8urh  was  the  unparalUIed  *;flVonlery  of  tiic  rioter-,  that  titey  im- 
mediately  printed  and  circulated  a  cuuHL  r  prorhiuntt'i.i ,  threat- 
ening that  any  ]>ersoa  who  cninr  forw  nrd  to  imp*  .u  h  one  of 
then)  should  receive  merited  puiushinent ;  statinj;  that  no  con- 
viction could  be  obtained  so  long  as  the  parties  wore  inie  to 
themteh-^ ;  and  decleriiig  that  the  cbaptl  wet  deatroyed.  not  by 
the  rabble  of  the  eommuoitj,  bat  by  ^enileme*  ^  ike  Jlrd 

The  eUeged  cause  of  the  daring  outrage,  in  which  the  spirit 
of  peraecutiou  in  Bnrbedoea  fioalty  cobaioiled,  waa  a  eerteia 
letter,  which  the  Miaaiomiy  had  wrilteii  home  to  the  Committee 
•ooa  after  hia  arri?al  ia  the  ialand*  aetting  forth  the  fearful^ 
demoraltied  atate  of  the  odoniata,  and  the  need  which  exiated 
of  a  laithftd  Goapd  Miniatry ;  but  the  real  eaoae  wna  the  dcep^ 
fate  wickedncea  of  the  hiiman  heart,  and  the  fact  that  the 
•aeoeae  of  the  Miaaioii  waa  likely  lo  interfere  with  the  worldly 
pleaaurre  and  aenaual  gratifieationa  in  which  the  peopfe  were  to 
prone  to  indulge. 

After  the  departure  of  the  Missionary  the  mrmlxTs  of  the 
Soactv  oniuiurd  to  nwxX  ta«;ether  in  the  du-elliiji;>house  of 
Mrs.  Gill,  a  pioii"^  uu!  H  haly  of  colour,  whu  iivcs, — a 
•*  motlicr  iu  Isiiii  1."  \Mii!c  asvnil>li'd  in  ilu  ir  little  meelingt, 
they  trcre  oKni  lUrciitcia'd  «!tli  reucvwd  ;u"ts  of  vioUiui*;  and 
Mri.  (iill  twice  cited  lo  app*fir  Ixforr  tlio  Court  of  Grand 
ScsNimis.  \<)  answer  for  holding  wUmI  were  aiie)(ed  to  Ije  ille^l 

meetings  iu  bar  hooae ;  bat  the  Lord  delivered  them  Iwoi  the 


CHAP.  m. — THB  ISLAND  OF  BABBADOBS, 


wrath  of  their  enemies,  and  these  poor  persecuted  disciples  of 
Jesus  calmly  awaited  the  return  of  brighter  aad  more  peaceful 
days. 

When  the  conduct  of  the  colonists  was  brought  before  the 
British  Parliament,  it  cnlled  forth  a  warm  and  indig:nant 
condrmnation  of  the  di-^racrfHl  oiitrne^e;  but  nothing  was 
efiectually  done,  either  for  the  luiure  protection  of  the  Mission- 
aries, or  the  connction  of  the  oftenders.  The  latter,  however, 
thongh  they  evaded  the  law  of  man,  did  not  escape  the  justios 
tkf  God ;  for  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  men  who  took  the 
most  prominent  part  in  the  destruction  of  the  Wesleyan 
chapel  in  Barbadoei,  gradually  withered  under  the  blast  of 
His  ditplessare.  These  opponents  to  the  Gospel  not  only 
experieneed  lemarksble  reYerses  in  their  temporal  affairs,  but 
most  of  them  were  brought  to  a  prematare  end,  and  died  in 
the  dark,  nnder  drcumstances  traly  aflmooitoiy  to  the  careless 
and  the  wicked.  "  FerUjf  then  U  a  God  that  judgdh  in 
ike  earik:* 

* 

The  friends  of  the  Society  in  Enghind  having  contribnted 
liberally  towards  the  rebuilding  of  the  chapel,  the  re-estabHsh- 
ment  of  the  Mission  was  once  more  confided  to  the  Bev. 

Moses  Bayner.  He  arrived  in  Carlisle  Bay  in  1825  ;  but,  after 
a  lengthened  correspondenee  with  the  Governor,  important 
considerations  prevented  his  landing  at  that  tiiue,  and  he 
returned  to  St.  Vincent's.  In  the  course  of  the  following  year, 
however,  when  public  exeitciuent  had  in  a  measure  subsided, 
Mr.  Kayner  made  another  attempt  to  fultil  the  important  trust 
confided  to  him  by  the  Missionary  Committee  in  London. 
This  time  he  succeeded.  The  chapel  and  Mission-House  in 
James  Street  were  rebuilt ;  and  as  the  Government  authorities 
now  seemed  wiUing  to  extend  the  protection  of  the  law  to  the 
4espised  followers  of  the  Saviour,  the  public  worship  of  God 
was  again  celebrated,  ondei  cucomstanoes  which  afforded  some 
liope  of  ttltimate  success. 

Few  places  made  a  more  determined  resistance  to  the  Gospel 
at  on  early  period  of  the  Mission  than  Barbadoes,  and  few 
places  have  been  mote  signally  visited  with  the  awful  judj;ments 
of  the  Almighty.    The  persecution  had  scarcely  subsided* 
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when,  in  ISSl,  the  island  was  Yintod  with  a  most  terrifie 
hurricane  ;  the  effects  of  whioh  were  appilling  to  contempbte. 
In  this  fearful  catastrophe,  two  tbomiid  five  knndred  human 
bemgi  mitenihijperitliad;  and  pnpeitjr  mm  diitfoyed,  to  Hw 
•movit  of  two  millioiif  and  ■  luilf  iteilbg.  Thii  tjgMl 
vintitioii  Mriontly  albetod  tbe  pvogiMt  of  iho  mum.  Xht 
liluioii-HouaB  ind  dwpel  at  FrotidMMe  wm  laid  m 
nuns;  while  aeferal  of  the  menbefa  of  aoeiety  nffwed  IIm 
Joes  of  all  things,  and  were  imahle,  at  fonMiljr,  to  eentnhme 
to  the  support  of  the  oauae  of  God,  whkli  waa  aiill  dear  to 
their  hearts. 

On  my  m rival  in  Barbadoes,  in  1835,  the  Mtnton  %ras  jost 
recovfria;^  from  the  effects  of  the  slorin  whicii  h;ui  tii-sobtnl 
the  islfin^l  n  few  years  l)v  fore  ;  ajul  the  spirit  ot  pt  rsecution 
which  had  prrvailcd  so  lonj;,  was  oon"«i(lrra)»ly  abated.  The 
cimim^tnuces,  ihtTcfon-,  under  which  I  cutrrcd  upon  uiy  ucw 
splicri-  of  labour,  a:*  I'oinpnn-d  wifli  iIiom-  of  my  rerercd 
prrMocossors,  were  very  lui^picious.  All  \vn'<  pr;ir<' aiui  harmony 
in  the  church  itself,  and  there  were  no  itniioitions  ot  opposiUon 
from  without.  The  congregations  in  town  were  krge  and 
attentive,  nnd  Ihe  bkaaing  of  Ood  afipeafed  to  aooompany  tbe 
labours  of  His  servants.  The  number  of  persons  united  wilk 
ns  ill  ehurch«feUowehip  at  that  time  thtooghout  the  iakod  wee 

Being  appointed  to  letide  at  P)rovldeDee»  a  eoontiy  alatioB, 
I  had  anpie  opportonitiea  of  berominy  moie  intiaatcljr  ao» 
i|oainted  with  the  Kefpro  ehafacter  in  the  land  of  their  eiiK  attd 
of  observing  the  eonduct  of  the  people  in  their  trenaitioo  from 
ahivery  to  freedom.  I  foond  the  eanee  of  leligioa  veiy  low  at 
manj  of  the  eouatry  placea ;  hot  it  pleased  the  great  Head  of 
the  chnreh  to  hlets  th-  meeaa  eniplove<l  for  the  revival  of  the 
the  work  of  Go<l,  and  we  were  permitted  to  see  conjiderable 
iroproTeuifiit.  The  cobj;^!*  fjntionsi,  hoih  ou  ih^:  :6abb,ith  niiU 
wci  k-ni^'Ht",  lirjjtin  to  ftifuuic  n  Jij(>r«^  riifmtrag'inff  aspect ;  and 
sevt'ral  uho  had  made  a  proff^sion  of  rv!i::iou  utn^  ^jturi^iiu'd 
in  the  •rrrfcf  of  ih^  I>f>ril  ;  whilst  n  irf^xity  iinudnr  \>rso  !::td 
hitlM'.fo  [\\t>\  m  iLni'inu.cc  nnti  ••iti  iKcauu"  ?>a\ m^K  ronvi  i  lod 

to  liod,  and  unUed  Ihemeehrca  in  church^fiiiovahtp  wiXk  its. 
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We  had  an  increase,  during  the  tot  year,  of  fifty  ehurch* 
membersi  and  one  hnndrad  sdiolais.  N^rly  every  nigUt  in 
the  week  I  was  employed  in  pfeaehiDg  on  the  snrxounding 
estates ;  and  the  people  in  general  seemed  willing  to  hear  the 
Ckispel.  Bath,  Woodlands,  Pilgrim  Place,  and  Sealeys,  were 
regularly  visited ;  and,  wishing  to  break  up  new  ground,  I  soon 
obtained  an  entrance  to  promisin*^  places  in  St.  Geors^e's  and 
St.  Philip's, — parishes  which  had  not  previously  been  favoured 
with  the  labours  of  a  Missionary. 

During  the  time  of  slavery,  but  little  could  be  done,  in  a 
systematic  way,  for  the  education  of  the  rising  generation, 
^^abbatli  schools  were  established  in  sonic  plnecs,  !)iit  they 
frequently  met  with  opposition ;  and  I  have  known  a  pious 
female  severely  persecuted  for  attempting  to  teach  a  few  chil- 
dren the  Lord's  prayer.  But  as  freedom  was  now  dawning 
npon  the  countiy,  we  felt  ourselves  called  upon  to  make 
renewed  efforts  to  promote  the  religious  instruction  of  all 
classes.  On  the  1st  of  August,  1834,  all  Negro  children^ 
under  seven  years  of  age^  were  declared  free  by  the  Emancipa* 
tion  Act,  Over  these,  therefore^  with  the  oonenrreoce  of  the 
paorents,  we  could  datm  entire  control.  We  immeduitely 
commenced  teaching  such  of  these  aa  zeaided  near  our  stationi 
for  a  lew  houra  eveiy  day;  and  we  soon  had  a  prosperona 
inftnt  school.  This  Hrs.  Moister  taught  hersdf,  till  it  became 
so  large  that  assistance  was  absolutely  necessary,  when  she 
secured  the  services  of  an  intelligent  young  coloured  person. 
It  was  a  most  interesting  sight  to  look  upon  sixty  or  seventy 
little  black  children,  nearly  all  of  the  samtj  age,  learning  to 
read  the  Scriptun  5 ;  and  it  was  truly  delightful  to  hear  their 
infant  voices  libpmg  the  prni'^ps  of  Jeliovnb. 

The  adults  also  manifested  an  anxious  desire  to  learn  to  read 
the  word  of  God.  My  dear  wife,  therefore,  commenced  a  night 
school  for  the  instruction  of  young  persons  who  were  engaged 
in  agricultural  labours  during  the  day;  and  while  I  waa 
•engaged  in  preaching  at  remote  phices,  she  had  the  Mission- 
Bouse  frequently  filled  with  young  people  from  the  neighbour- 
ing estates.  Their  exercises  were  sometimes  scarcely  finished 
when  I  reached  home ;  and  as  I  approached  the  house,  the 
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sound  of  their  voices,  liuy  were  plyini:  their  lessons,  reciting 
tluir  ratfchism?,  or  suii^iui:  the  evening  hymn,  wns  as  swc-ct 
music  in  my  enrs.  These  were  liappv  tlays  of  humblo  toil; 
and  I  can  truly  sav,  "  How  sweet  their  memorv  siUl  1  "  it  is, 
moreover,  a  pleanog  Utd,  ilitt  our  kboor  vas  not  in  rnin  in 
the  Lord.  Some  were  induced  to  giva  their  hearts  to  God  ift 
the  morning  of  life,  and  to  join  themscWes  to  His  peopk; 
while  Mveral  derived  both  Mcolar  and  spiritual  benefit  froM  Um 
inatractions  wlicli  they  receirecL  While  laboviriiiff  in  enollHr 
ialaud^  many  years  afterwardi^  a  lespeetable-looking  young  nu 
called  at  the  BIiisiou«Honse»  and  accosted  Mis.  Moister  in  n 
pleasing  and  ftmiliar  manner.  She  said»  hate  not  tbn 
pleasore  of  knowing  you.'*  **  Don't  yon  know  aot  Ma'am  9  " 
said  he :  '*  I  am  tittle  Tommy  Snyer,  whom  yon  tanghi  to  read 
In  the  night  sdiool  st  BsilMdoes."  He  had  improved  the 
little  which  he  had  learned,  and  was  now  heeome  a  merchant 
on  a  small  scale,  having  opened  a  store  on  hb  own  account. 

lu  the  miJsl  of  the  jiioial  clarkucss  in  which  I  lie  itlnnd  of 
Barbadoes  was  so  hn\<^  involved,  Divine  Pr<)vi(K-n<o  mi^Lvl  up  a 
firm  frietui  to  the  Mi>^i<)n  ciuise  iu  the  person  of  Willmm  lUfri', 
E"*<p,  an  intell!»j»»nt  aiul  n  «-prctable  plaa'A-r,  ovMnn*,'  liiu  iiirge 
f.'«tntr*  ilk  tlif  immediate  viririity  of  our  i«f©iiJeitcc.  Having 
beta  ni.i<;  •  :i  ])<  r<  >ii.il  partaker  of  the  saving  gmif  of  God, 
through  the  iusitrumentality  of  the  Missiouarics,  lie  felt  a  deep 
interett  in  the  apiritiud  welfare  of  his  own  people,  and  of  those 
on  the  suiTonnding  pUntatkma,  "  I-ilgrim  Place,"  where  he 
icsided,  was  alwnys  a  welcome  and  hoapitable  home  for  tlie 
Mtnisteis  oC  the  Ooapel,  even  in  times  of  persecution ;  and  with 
a  view  to  make  parmanent  prorision  for  the  inatmction  of  thn 
labouring  population,  he  erceted  a  neat  Ultle  chapel  and  n 
Hiniiler's  iesidenee«  chiefly  at  his  own  expense,  en  a  eonvcntsnt 
piece  of  land,  which  he  appiopriated  for  the  parpose.  Thaw 
buildings  wen  duly  conveyed  to  the  Connexion,  and  they  still 
stand  as  plsaring  monnmenta  of  his  Christian  seal  and  bcnevo> 
leooe.  Frequently  have  I  aeen  the  eonntcnnnee  of  the  good 
man  lighted  up  with  a  radiant  smile*  as  he  sat  in  hia  family  pew, 
when  the  chapel  waa  filled  with  Negroes  ;  but  if  on  any  oeea- 
tion  the  attendance  was  sm^Jl,  he  appeared  tuajous  and  MifrowiuL 
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Soon  after  oar  arrival  ia  Barbadoes,  our  fHend  Mr.  Beeoe 
waa  removed  from  thia  world  by  a  myaterions  diapeiuatioii  of 
Divine  Providence,  He  went  to  England  on  a  visit;  and  dnr- 
ing  his  absence,  his  letters  to  his  family  not  only  breathed  the 
spirit  of  affection  for  which  he  was  so  remarkable,  but  they  were 
richly  stored  with  religions  sentiment,  and  gave  pleasing  evi- 
dence of  his  advancement  in  the  Divine  life.  On  his  return 
borne,  the  vessel  in  which  he  sailed  sprang  a  leak,  and  was 
obliged  to  put  back  to  land.  On  embarking  a  second  time,  'Mi. 
Heece  found  himself  \inwell,  havinj^  taken  a  severe  cold.  The 
sickness  increased,  and,  after  lingeriiig  for  a  few  days,  he  died 
at  sea,  in  full  reliance  on  the  mercy  of  God  in  Clirist  Jesus,  in 
the  month  of  November,  1S35,  attended  by  his  favourite  little 
black  l)oy  "  James,"  who  lind  accompanied  him  to  Europe. 

AVheu  the  ve?'*el  by  whicli  Mr.  Reece  was  expected  arrived  in 
Carlisle  Bay,  several  of  his  friends  hastened  to  town  to  receive 
bim  ;  but  Mrs.  Recce,  being  exceedingly  anxious,  requested  me 
to  drive  over  to  the  **  Hope estate,  the  residence  of  his 
brother,  to  meet  biin.  I  did  so,  but  soon  returned  without 
him,  and  had  to  perform  the  melancholy  duty  of  divulging  to 
bta  hmHy  the  mournful  tidings  of  his  death.  This  was  a  severe 
stroke  to  his  bereaved  widow,  his  brother,  and  sisters,  and  to 
many  dear  frienda  to  whom  he  was  united  by  the  strongest  ties 
of  affection.  The  scene  which  followed  may  be  more  easily 
imagined  than  deseribed.  Nothing  was  to  be  heard  but 
mourning,  lamentation,  and  woe,  especially  among  his  own 
people,  by  whom  he  was  much  beloved.  On  the  following  Sab« 
bath  I  preached  his  ftinend  sermon  to  a  crowded  and  deeply 
affected  audience,  who  appeared  in  mourning,  in  token  of  respect 
for  tlie  deceased.  When  Mr.  Keece*s  will  was  opened,  it  was 
found  that  after  inakiug  ample  provision  for  liis  family,  lie,  had 
bequeathed  to  the  Wcsleyan  Missionary  Society,  nt  the  death  of 
his  widow,  one  half  of  the  entire  proceeds  of  his  two  estates,  in 
perpetuity,  as  well  as  half  an  acre  of  laud,  and  a  small  cottage, 
to  each  of  tlie  Negroes  who  had  been  his  sUives,  as  he  kindly 
said  iu  the  will,  "  in  memory  of  their  workini<  days  together.'* 
I  immediately  forwarded  to  the  Committee  a  copy  of  Mr.  lieece's 
will,  with  the  Attomey-Generai^s  opinion  as  to  its  validity,  not^ 
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witbstaiuliiifij  souic  iuforraality  in  the  j)hrns«'t)l(>^Ty  employed; 
ttud  the  business  was  put  iu  a  satisfuctoi^  train  tor  the  future. 

During  her  lifetime,  Mrt.  ileece  was  unvarying  in  her  firieiid* 
siup  and  kiodiiese  to  the  Missionaries  and  their  fjimilies ;  b«i 
having  been  cnlled  nwny  hy  tlcath  several  years  ago.  the  Society 
has  had  the  full  benefit  of  Mr.  ReeceS  princely  )>equcst,  mmI  it 
has  largely  contributed  to  the  extension  and  eonaolidatMNl  cf 
the  Miition  work  thiooghost  the  island* 

Before  the  dote  of  our  Irtt  year  In  Barfaadcea*  we  were  eaOcd 
to  witneaa  one  of  thoee  vioknl  hnrricanea  for  which  this  iaiawl 
ia  ao  ffenarkahle ;  but,  ooourring  in  the  daytinw»  it  waa  not  at- 
tended with  aneh  iaUl  eQiisec|ueiieea  aa  aome  of  former  yaait. 
It  waa  on  the  mofsang  of  the  Srd  of  September  that  we  obacned 
the  wind  blew  fraih  from  the  east,  and  the  dottdt  gathered  in 
dense  masses  towards  the  north,  with  frequent  gusts,  which 
creased  iu  violence  about  ten  oVIfX'k,  a.m.,  and  excited  our 
nppr(-ULiii»ioii9  iLai  a  storm  ^.al... ring.  In  order  lo  sccuru, 
if  possible,  the  house  aiui  the  rhapt  l,  we  mude  (mi  tlic  doors 
niul  the  windows,  and  usvd  every  other  nece--*^;ii\  pp  .Mulion. 

now  saw  that  a  hurricane  was  r«»!jiiUirly  bvi  lu.  lUe  wtud 
was  furious  Ih  voikI  i-xpri'ssioii,  aiul  iht-  r?»in  frll  in  torrriit*. 
Throu;;ii  iIk-  f^looin  saw  iu  llu-  (ii-^tarice  several  houses 
blown  down  ;  and  I  he  p€x>r  people  tied  to  the  ^(issiou- House  for 
aheitcr,  terror  and  dismay  being  seen  in  creiy  ooonteoanos. 
Providence  Chnpel  and  Mission-lloose  beiny  in  an  eletated 
aitiiationt  we  begin  to  (ear  for  their  lafety.  Our  nlarm  waa 
aoon  increased,  bj  obsening  the  roof  of  the  atable  and  other 
ont^-bnildings  completely  liAed  np,  and  removed  oot  of  their 
place,  by  the  violence  of  the  wind,  Bemembering  that  agood 
horse  was  killed  on  thia  alation  in  the  hniricane  of  1^  I,  I  ane» 
oaeded  with  some  dificnity  in  Itberating  oora  from  the  stable 
bsfore  he  ahoold  be  hnrkd  in  the  niina.  I  had  only  jnal 
letnmcd  to  the  houae  when  the  whole  of  the  kitchen  roof  and 
chimney  were  carried  away,  a  jKuri  of  which  fell  with  a  tiemea* 
dona  crash  only  a  fow  prds  from  the  place  where  we  atocd* 
We  now  retreated  into  the  hall  or  sttting-room ;  and  in  a  fofr 
minutes  afterwards  n  purt  of  ihi  roof  over  oik  ol  the  bedrooms 
was  Uowu  ik^ii^t  wlul»t  at  the  i«4tie  luuc  the  oeilina  ul  the 
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room  in  whieli  wc  were  assembled  was  moving  in  such  a  luaiiner, 
through  the  violence  of  the  tenipcst,  that  we  expected  every  mo- 
ment the  remaining  part  of  the  liouso  would  be  demolished ! 
Althouf^h  the  rain  was  falling  in  torrents,  we  snw  that  we  must 
flee  for  our  lives.  We  had  already  packed  up  in  boxes  and 
tnmks  such  articles  and  papers  as  we  thought  might  receive 
dama^.  We  therefore  left  the  bouse  to  its  fate,  and  sooght  a 
partial  shelter  ia  a  field  of  sugar-canes  at  a  short  distance. 
^  There  were,  betides  Mrs.  Moister  and  myself.  Miss  liovell,  a 
jonng  friend  on  a  visit,  and  a  number  of  people  who  had  fled  to 
nt  for  refuge  when  their  oim  houses  were  destroyed.  In  erote* 
ing  over  to  the  eane*pieoe  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that 
we  kept  on  our  feet.  We  were  obliged  on  one  ooeasion  to  ding 
to  tome  small  trees,  to  prevent  onr  being  literally  btown  away. 
We  had  now  to  stand  in  a  treneh,  anele*deep  in  water  and  mud, 
saturated  with  rain  and  shivering  with  eold,  patiently  awaiting 
the  result  of  this  awful  visitation.  We  were  thankful  to  observe 
that  the  walls  of  our  house  and  chapel  still  st^od,  althoug:h  the 
shingles  and  boards  were  blowing  aijoui  in  every  liuecLiou. 
About  Iwu  o'clock  P.M.  the  storm  abaLcd  a  little,  and  I  ventured 
«p  to  the  huuac.  1  louiid  the  rooms,  beds,  furniture,  and  every 
thing;  completely  dn  iiehed.  As  tlie  wind  was  still  hv^h,  I  did 
not  tiiink  it  prudent  to  remain  ;  and  iiaving  secured  with  difh- 
culty  a  few  loavea  of  bread,  &e.,  1  returned  and  divided  tiieso 
among  twenty  people ;  which  proved  very  acceptable.  As  soon 
jis  the  storm  abated  a  little,  we  entered  the  house,  and  began  to 
put  things  in  order  as  well  as  we  could.  Throughout  the  whole 
•<if  this  trying  season,  I  am  thankful  to  say  that  our  minds  were 
3»pt  in  perfect  peace,  and  we  were  enabled  to  put  our  trust  in 
Him  who  doeth  all  things  welL 

In  a  few  days  afterwards  we  had  the  roof  of  our  house  le- 
placed,  and  the  neeessaiy  lepaiis  oompkted;  and  on  looking 
round  on  the  losses  and  sufferings  of  our  neighbours,  we  saw 
•abundant  eause  for  gratitude  to  God  for  His  praserving  care  and 
goodness.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Providence  the  poor 
suffered  much ;  with  few  exceptions  their  honses  were  entirely 
destroyed.  We  opened  the  chapel  as  a  place  of  shelter  for  the 
desliluLe ;  and  muuy  periK>us  slept  in  it  till  they  could  rebuild 
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their  iioiiscs ;  and  we  diil  our  best  to  $!ipply  tbeir  immcdkte 
<  necessities,  and  keep  them  from  si»rvaliun. 

Oiber  parts  of  the  island  suflfcred  much  from  the  ciestrucitoit 
of  property,  but  through  luercy  not  tnnny  lives  were  lost  oo 
•liore.  At  sea,  tiowever>  tod  iu  Carlisle  Bnv,  there  was  seriovM 
loss  both  of  life  and  property.  Sevend  boata  were  upeet  and 
the  crews  drowned ;  and  n  namber  of  larger  Yesaela  wrrr  tolalfy 
wieofced  on  the  coeat,  vhilat  aome  which  put  to  aea,  hoping  to 
weather  out  the  atofm,  were  never  beard  of  again. 

On  the  foUowing  Sabbath  I  preached  in  Bridge  Town,  and 
endeavoured  to  improve  the  awful  viittation*  nhen  a  moat 
affecting  incident  ooonrred,  which  ia  worthy  of  record.  Before  I 
went  into  the  pulpit*  Captain  Weeks,  of  the  bri<r  "  Uebe,'* 
banded  to  me  a  note,  oontainiug  n  requcit  that  public  thanka 
might  be  returned  to  Almighty  God,  for  His  goodness  in  taving 
himself  and  his  men  from  n  wntc  iv  tirove,  when  ihc  vessel  was 
dismasted  nt  sea  «inrins^  the  hurru-ant- .  The  interest  of  the  ser- 
vice  uas  cnhanecil  l)y  thi'  |)rt'*<'nef  of  the  siilors,  m  \\r\\  n*  thu 
Ciipt;iii),  \\  luj  vvai  a  \noix&  man.  mnp i  ^.«t  :(>ti  uuiltd  iLo^t 

heartily  iu  thi«i  ?ict  of  thanksijiving,  and  neari^'  every  eye  waa 
auiiused  with  tears,  while  ^ung, 

"  I  'H  pnite  my  Mrflcer  wkik  I 've  brwt^"  &r. 

The.  District  Meetini^  of  1S36  commenced  in  Bridge  Town  ott 
the  80th  of  April ;  and  the  reports  from  the  resprrtivp  5tatiooa 
were  of  a  veiy  cheering  character.  On  the  following;  day»  however, 
a  feeling  of  gloom  was  cast  over  the  minds  of  the  brethren  bj 
the  death  of  the  Bev.  T.  Crosthwaite,  a  devoted  Mis liooaiy,  who» 
after  lingering  for  some  time  in  pulmonaty  conanmpiion,  finished 
hts  eourae  with  joy.  In  the  evening  I  preached  at  Itath  from 
Numbers  xxiiL  10 :  *'  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and 
lei  my  last  end  be  like  hie."  Thia  painlbl  affliction  was  aoott 
followed  by  the  death  of  hia  fittle  daughter;  and  Mrs.  Crosth* 
waite  returned  to  KngUnd  a  lonely  widow,  leaving  the 
of  those  most  dear  to  her  on  earth,  interred  in  James  S5ircct 
€kj{)cl  yard. 

During  thi'  tmic  thnt  I  l.iliouri-il  in  H.iH  I  ii:r»re 

esprcualiv  in  RubsoqiuMil  umT"*,  the  sucivfs  vf  thf  Mixtion  wns 
as  ra&arkabk  as  had  been  the  barreniiess  of  us  aspect,  and 
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the  opposition  which  it  encountered,  at  an  eariier  period.  This 
will  appeor  from  tlie  following  brief  notices  of  the  principal 
statioDR  occupied  by  the  Wealeyan  Misaionafy  Society  in  Tarioua 
parts  of  the  island.  . 

BttiDOE  Town. — In  this  city  we  have  two  excelle&t  chapels, 
and  two  oommodions  Ministers'  lesidences,  with  a  prosperous 
eanse  in  all  its  departments.  James  Street  new  chapel  is  a 
spadons  and  elegant  building,  adapted  to  seat  about  one 
thousand  persons.  It  reflects  much  credit  upon  the  Bct. 
Henry  Kurd,  under  whose  superintendence  it  was  erected  a  few 
years  ago.  Bethd  chapel,  in  Bay  Street,  is  a  neat  gothie 
structure  ;  and  was  built  under  the  direction  of  the  Eev.  Wil- 
liam l  idler,  in  1844  ;  it  will  accomhiodate  a  congreii^atioii  of 
about  (iL^lit  hundred.  Both  places  of  worship  are  well 
attendi  (1  ;  and  for  vc^pectability,  iutelliGrence,  and  piety,  the 
congiegations  would  bear  a  comparison  with  those  of  more 
highly  favoured  countries.  The  Missionaries  who  reside  in 
Brifli^e  Town,  have  not  only  the  pftstorai  care  of  the  larj^c 
societies  in  the  city,  but  during  the  week  they  visit  Dalkeith, 
near  the  garrison,  Belmont,  and  Payne's  Bay,  where  neat  Utile 
chapels  have  been  erected,  and  a  good  work  commenced. 

Pbovidsnce  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Christchurch, 
about  eight  miles  from  Bridge  Town,  on  a  commanding 
eminrace,  with  a  delightful  prospect  of  both  sea  and  land: 
A  beautiful  new  chapel  has  recently  been  erected ;  superseding 
the  one  built  by  the  late  Mr.  Beece,  which  has  been  converted 
into  a  school-room.  The  Minister's  lesidenoe  is  also  a  com- 
modious and  substantial  building,  and  stands  at  a  convenient 
dutance  from  the  chapel.  The  air  is  pure,  and  the  situation 
lemaikably  healthy  for  a  tropical  cUmate;  and  we  found  it 
altogether  n  delightful  place  of  residence.  Prom  Providence 
the  resident  Minister  extends  his  labours  to  various  estates  and 
villages  in  the  neighbourhood  during  the  week,  with  great 
advantage  to  the  people. 

Ebenezeu. — This  is  the  name  given  to  a  station  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Philip,  in  coramemoration  of  the  Divine  iioodness, 
by  whicli  the  Gospel  was  first  introduced  into  tliat  once  dark 
and  benighted  part  of  the  island.    In  the  mouth  of  July* 
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1885,  Miss  Jnne  Hinds,  and  Miss  Frances  Colemore,  two  pious 
members  of  our  church  in  liridge  Town,  visited  Crane,  a 
celebrated  watering-phice,  at  the  cast  end  of  the  island,  for  the 
benefit  of  their  health.  During  their  stiiy,  they  embraced  every 
opportunity  of  doing  good  to  the  people ;  and  when  I  paid  them 
ft  visit,  at  their  reqoest,  with  the  special  object  of  making 
known  the  good  news  of  salvation,  th^  collected  their 
neighbom  together  to  hear  the  word,  and  we  had  a  delightfol 
meeting,  I  expounded  in  a  simple  manner  the  oonTersation  of 
Christ  with  Nicodemns  about  the  mm  birtk*  A  gnicions 
hifinenoe  rested  upon  the  congregation,  many  of  whom  after* 
wards  expressed  their  surprise,  never  hairing  heard  such 
doetrine  before.  They  moreover  earnestly  requested  me  to 
come  again,  and  tell  them  more  about  these  things.  I  did  so ; 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  applied  the  word  to  the  hearts  of  several, 
who  were  ultimately  broup^ht  to  n  saving  knowledge  of  the 
irutii.  An  interesting  class  of  about  twenty  members  was 
soon  foinR'd,  which  I  met  myaelf,  after  preaching,  I  had  no 
Leader  as  yet  to  tnke  charge  of  it.  Such  was  the  conuiience- 
mcnt  of  a  work  of  God  which  has  perhaps  never  been  sur- 
passed  in  the  history  of  modern  Missions. 

The  number  of  church  members  continued  to  increase,  and 
in  subsequent  years  Chiss  Leaders  and  X^ocal  Preachers  were 
raised  up ;  a  oommodious  cliapel  was  erected,  capable  of  seating 
about  six  hundred  people,  with  a  residence  for  the  Minister 
at  a  convenient  distance^  Ebeneeer  having  become  the  head  of 
a  Circuit.  Ultimately  the  good  work  was  extended  to  Supers* 
near  Codrington  CoUege;  to  Shrewsbury,  an  oot^tatton,  so 
called  in  honour  of  the  persecuted  Missionary ;  to  Duncan's^ 
a  promising  new  place;  and  to  Parish  UiU,  in  St»  Joseph's, 
besides  other  pkces  of  minor  importance.* 

*  The  Bev.  Oeoigs  BugeU,  who  siterwuds  lahoond  ttueeMfally  is  this 
part  of  the  Minioa  fleU.  mi,  in  sletter  which  I  nodvcd  ffom  him,  dated, 
B«rbid«Ni,  September  25tb,  1848,  *' We  ere  doing  wdl  in  St.  Philip's ; 
where,  I  bdjieve,  yoa  commenced  the  Million  a  aaaiber  of  years  ago.  We 
have  now  a  society  there  of  eight  hundred  members ;  and  so  grcatlj  has  the 
woric  pxtcndcJ,  thnt  the  places  in  that  neiglibonrhood  would  make  a  df  litrht- 
ivl  Circuit  for  two  Miuionariee,  I  ixe^iieaUy  ,hoar  hoaoorahle  weatioa 
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Spexoht'i  Toinr.^Th0  Ifisaioa  was  oommenoed  at  thta 
place  by  tbe  Ber.  Jsm»  Aldts,  in  18B6.  The  people  had 
been  previously  faToiind  with  the  nsita  of  the  hite  Miae 

Christian  Gill,  through  whose  pious  efTorts  the  woy  was  in  a 

measure  prepared  for  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  stntion. 
A  commodious  chnpel  school  liaa  been  erected,  to  accommodate 
about  four  hundred  persons,  in  wliioh  Divine  service  is  Ireld  on 
the  Sabljath,  and  a  good  school  tau'jht  durinjif  the  week.  The 
Minister  resident  at  Speight's  Town  vi-its  a  number  of  out- 
stations  in  tlie  neighbourhood,  which,  without  his  labours^ 
would  be  spiritually  destitute. 

6coTLAK]>. — That  part  of  Barbadocs  which  bears  this 
houonred  name  is  a  deep  valley  or  glen,  on  n  large  scale, 
opening;  out  to  the  sea,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  island; 
the  sides  of  which  are  Tcry  precipitous,  and  the  scenery 
somewhat  bold  and  romantic.  On  a  small  estate  called 
''Murphy's,*'  belonging  to  Miss  Hinds,  preaching  was 
commen<»d  about  the  year  1834,  Miss  C.  Gill  ha?ing  been 
made  very  useful  here  also ;  and  the  Gospel  has  eitended  its 
inlluence  among  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  ever  since. 
A  chapel  school  has  been  erected  here,  to  accomniodaCe  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  persons,  both  for  the  purpose  of  Bmne 
worship  and  tuition.  The  station  is  supplied  chiefly  by  the 
Missionary'  residing  at  Speight's  Town  ;  but  occasionally  by 
Local  Preachers  from  liridgc  Town  and  other  plaees. 

As  no  island  in  the  West  Indies  was  more  barren  and  dis- 
couraging to  the  Miesionaries  than  Barbadoes  at  first,  so  none 
has  of  late  years  been  more  prosperous  and  clieerinir.  Not- 
withstanding the  temporary  check  given  to  the  work  of  the 
Mission  a  few  years  ago,  by  the  ravages  of  the  Asiatic  cholera,* 

made  of  yonr  ntme,  by  Mme  of  our  best  Leaden  sod  membeti,  who  were 
brought  to  God  throQ^  your  instromentality,  and  who  still  remember  yoa 
with  tiocerc  nffection.  In  this  I  do  rejoice,  and  I  know  you  will  rejoice 
with  me.  M.iy  these,  with  many  others,  be  *  oor  joy,  and  the  crowii  of  oor 
r^oicing,  in  the  day  of  tbe  Lord  Jesus ! 

•  In  ihc  rear  1S54,  the  Asiatic  cholera  swept  over  the  West  Indies;  and 
uo  colony  butrercd  more  than  Barbadocs.  According  tu  careful  computation, 
the  Ticttms  of  this  awfol  scourge  were  not  fewer  tbta  twenty  tboiisead. 
Amoog  thoM  who  fell  a  iuriliee  to  their  seal  aad  derotcdaeia  la  ministeriog 
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tnd  voTO  reoently  by  the  lons^HSontinued  and  severe  droaght, 
and  consequent  poverty  and  depression  of  a  large  portion  of 

the  population,  we  have  now  connected  with  the  Weslcyan 
Missionary  Society  in  tlie  island,  two  CircttiU,  fourteen  cJtapeU, 
Jive  Missionaries,  two  thousand  one  kundred  and  eighty-ieven 
ehiirch-memberSy  nine  hundred  and  eighty^ne  tclwlars,  a»d  ei^ht 
thousand  ft ce  hundred  attendants  on  public  worship. 

After  labouring  for  about  two  years  in  Barbadoes,  I  was 
appointed  to  the  island  of  St.  Vincent ;  and  we  reluctantly 
took  leave  of  a  people  who  had  become  endeared  to  us  by 
their  kindness^  and  who  will  ever  lire  in  our  affectionate 
lemenibinnQe* 


CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  OF  SL  mCENT. 

ViEWof  the  WiiiawndCoMt--AborigiinlInlial>itMit8—SettIfld%7  tbeEmck 
^Osptund  by  tliA  SngUth— Oarib  War^Proiperity  of  the  Cobsy— 
AqMetoftheeoiuti7«--S<Miffinifelfbantaiii--<-Botanieal  Otrden — Minenl 

Springs — Towns  aud  Villas^cs — State  of  IMigion  end  Morals — Weslcyan 
^lisbions — Dr.  Cokc'a  Visits — Persecution — Prosperity  of  tlie  Work— 
EtTects  of  Emancipntiou — Observations — First  Shipwreck — Mission 
Stations — Kingstown — CuUiaqua — Cnlder — Mairiaqua — Geot^  Xown. 
— ^Union — Biaboa—  Chateauhdiair — Borrowallic — Lajoa. 

Os  the  afteruQon  of  Tuesclay  tlif  10th  of  January,  13U7,  we 
took  leave  of  our  friends  iu  iiaibadoes,  and  embarked  for  our 
new  sLatiou,  having  taken  our  passage  by  an  Aniericau  bluop 
called  the  "  Dove,*'   As  the  distance  we  had  to  sail  was  oolj 

to  others,  during  this  awful  visitotion,  was  the  Rev.  AV.  Banuistcr,  the 
Snperiatendent  of  the  Barbadocs  Circuit,  and  the  Chahrman  of  the  District. 
A  mote  kind*heeited,  generous,  tad  Ihithfol  Miaiioimix  never  mteiel  tiie 
IMd  thsB  Ifr.  Baaniater.  Be  died  happy  in  God,  aft  Bridge  Tom,  Barba« 
does,  on  Seadij  the  9th  of  fulj,  I854>  a  few  deyt  after  two  of  hit  bdoved 
ehildrea  had  been  carried  off  b/  tite  lame  dticaie. 
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about  eighty  milea  with  tbe  trade  wmd  in  oar  favour,  we  had  a 
fair  prospedt  of  leaching  the  plaee  of  our  destination  in  a  few 
hours.   The  weather  was  fine,  but  the  motion  of  our  small 

vessel  was  exceedingly  disagreeable,  and  we  spent  a  sleepless 
night  from  tossing  on  the  mighty  deep.  Early  tlie  iiuxt  morning 
I  arose,  went  upon  deck,  and  just  as  the  sun  was  risin*^  above 
the  eastern  horizon,  I  clearlv  beheld  the  island  of  St.  Vincent 
as  it  loomed  iu  the  distance.  The  general  outline  of  its  appear- 
ance is  bold  and  romantic;  preseutino:  to  the  view  in  many 
plaecs  on  the  windward  coast  steep  and  rugged  precipices, 
washed  by  the  foaming  billows  of  the  Atlantic ;  above  which 
may  be  seen  in  the  distance  lofty  raoiui tains,  covered  to  their 
flnmmits  with  perpetual  verdure.  On  sailing  down  the  coast, 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  shon:,  the  prospect  is  more  varied, 
many  fertile  slopes  and  valleys  opening  to  the  view.  As  we  ap* 
preached  the  land,  we  oonld  dearly  distinguish  the  buildings  on 
the  estates,  as  weH  as  the  cultivated  grounds  planted  with 
mugar-cane,  intersected  with  cocoa-nut  and  palmist  trses,  grace* 
fully  waving  in  the  wind* 

About  ten  o^dock  Ji,u»  we  rounded  Zion  Point,  and  came  to 
anchor  in  Kingstown  Bay,  with  one  of  the  most  delightful 
prospects  before  us  that  ever  I  beheld.  The  view  from  the 
shipping  in  the  harbour  is  one  of  combined  beauty  and  gran- 
deur, and  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  beholder  with  admiration  and 
delight.  On  the  riiiliL  hand  may  be  seen  Zion  Hill,  wilIi  its 
flagstalF  and  its  signals  floating  in  the  breeze ;  and  on  the  left 
is  Fort  Charlotte,  oeeupying  au  elevated  rocky  eminence,  with 
its  ban  If  k  ,  drawbridge,  and  frowning  i)attcry,  whilst  Kings- 
town the  margin  of  the  bay,  liavinj:  a  smooth  sandy  beach 
in  front,  .nul  towering  mountains  beinnd,  completely  clothed 
with  the  rieiiest  foliage.  Altogether  it  presents  the  appearance 
of  a  natund  amphitheatre  on  a  grand  and  magnificent  scale,  the 
background  mountain  sceneiy  of  which  is  enlivened  by  the 
dwelling-houses,  which  present  themselves  at  intervals  em- 
bosomed among  trees  of  the  liveliest  green  and  of  singular 
beauty. 

On  landing  we  received  a  hearty  wdcome  fr6m  the  Bev.  E. 
Tigis,  the  resident  Wedeyan  Missionary  of  Kingstown ;  and  I 
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prpflched  in  the  evening  to  a  devout  and  attentive  conpregatMNi* 
On  the  IbUowing  day  we  proceeded  to  our  atation  nt  CalH^qoa ; 
and  the  people  among;  whom  tve  ircre  appointed  to  labour 
iiaikd  our  arrival  with  gntitnde  and  joy.  The  folknriag  hmf 
hiatorieal  aketch  of  the  coontty  is  pieaented  to  the  feeder,  ae 
preparttoiy  to  an  aeoomit  of  the  riae,  prograes,  and  peedte  of 
niatkniaiy  labonr  aaong  the  people  of  thte  interertiof  eolony. 

The  iehnd  of  Sr.  VncciitT  ia  fitnated  in  kiitode  W  W 
north,  and  lon|[;itade  61*  IS'  weat,  et  an  equal  dietaaoe  horn 
Baibedoea  and  Gienada.  It  waa  diaooveicd  hy  Cohnnhiti  oa 
the  89rd  of  Janoary,  1499.  the  day  dedicated  to  St.  Vineent  in 
the  Homish  calendar ;  but  for  some  cause  unknonrn  to  us  it  ap- 
pears to  Imve  hwu  overlooked  or  nejjlectcd  by  Europwiu  ntlvrn- 
turcrs  for  many  ycnrs  ai'trr  s.  \rral  the  other  VVtsi  Iiuiia 
islflTnU  IkuI  l>tru  coloniwd.  llt  iu'c  it  lj<rnnw  a  place  ol  rcfiijfe 
for  llic  iuitive  Indians  w'lo  tied  from  tin*  prrsentv  of  thf  cnH 
Spaiiinrd*.  For  thi?i  pMrp*>-f  it  wn^  pcrulinrlv  mlaptcd  liy  it-* 
nrcr^'i'd  inouiitaitis,  mitnpr<n>s  riv(  r>.  ntid  fertile  valievs.  The 

m 

tall  itnd  raojestic  trees  winch  were  to  be  found  in  every  direc- 
tion were  suitnMr^  f  r  native  canoes ;  nud  the  shores  al>ouir1et! 
with  exeellent  fiafa,  which,  with  other  locnl  £Militiee,  tended  to 
attract  a  numerous  native  popnlation.  At  an  cnHy  {leriod  the 
nnmher  of  the  inhabitants  wns  increased  by  the  arrital  of  a  nee 
of  Afrieana,  the  origin  of  which  haa  nevcf  been  eonectfy  aseer* 
tained.  They  wete,  piohahly,  a  cargo  of  ahiTce  wiedced  on  the 
eoaat,  and  received  by  the  nativea  ee  hrethren.  Theae  strangeia 
eo  far  tntenniied  with  the  real  aborigioee,  aa  to  oblitenrtt  in  a 
meeanre  their  original  national  eharacteriatiea;  hot  their  de> 
eccndanta,  neverthcleaa,  fomied  a  distinct  trihe,  ealled  the  H&ek 
Caribs ;  while  the  others  were  known  es  the  rWCariha.  Theee 
two  tribes  oeenpied  separate  tracts  of  land,  and  fre<^uenlly  wa^ed 
war  with  each  olher. 

In  171'»  the  Frriif*h  of  Mftrtinit|ur,  av.tiling  tluMiiAelm  of 
thii  <l'.trrn"m\',  uttcd  out  a:i  r\jMnUiiuu  ;i^iuusl  the  island^  pro- 
fc^unHlly  to  a>«iitlhr  red  C..:i!i>.  l:ut  in  renlity  to  take  |v-»<i«'*-'.*soti 
of  the  plact"  for  tlit  :!i>tivi—.  On  thnr  arrival  thrv  to-aixl 
ri'd  Cnrib?  unwilling  to  jirt  j^^niti'^l  thrir  «  iMr  bn.:lireu;  mni  ibc 
two  tnbea  united  to  drive  otT  tiu  invadert.  whom  they  r^iardid 
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ns  common  eueiiiies,  and  who  were  repulsed  on  this  occasion 
with  coniiiderable  loss.  Tims  the  native  inhabitants  were  left  in 
tbe  possessioa  of  their  island  home  a  little  longer.  Several 
years  afterwards,  however,  the  French  succeeded  in  fortmng  a 
settlement,  with  the  consent  of  the  black  Caribs,  who  were  at 
that  time  the  stronger  party;  and  the  colonists  were  ultimately 
increased  in  number  by  arrivals  both  from  Europe  and  the 
neSghbouring  islands. 

About  twenty  yeaia  after  its  oommenoement,  when  the  colony 
numbered  eight  hundred  whites  and  thiee  thousand  Negro 
slaves*  it  was  captured  by  the  British,  and  ultimately  ceded  to 
us  in  perpetuiiy,  by  the  treaty  of  peace  between  England  and 
France  in  1763.  After  this  change  in  the  government,  the 
settlement  received  a  large  accession  of  planters  from  North 
America  and  the  British  islands  of  Barbadoes  and  Antigua,  and 
prosperity  iUul  success  were  confidently  niiticipated.  These 
were  in  a  measure  checked,  however,  by  tlie  rigour  with  which 
the  English  are  said  to  have  treated  the  French  and  the  Caribs, 
requiring  them  to  r('-})urchase  the  land^j  wliich  they  occupied, 
nr.d  thus  causing  many  of  the  former  to  leave  the  island,  whilst 
the  latter  manifested  considerable  dissatisfaction. 

In  the  year  1771,  when  cultivation  was  rapidly  extending, 
the  British  attempted  to  take  possession  of  certain  lands  beyond 
the  river  Yamboo,  which  had  hitherto  been  claimed  by  the 
Caribs.  They  met  with  a  most  determined  resistance,  and  thus 
commenced  the  first  of  a  series  of  Oarib  wars,  which  were  not 
only  a  great  annoyance  to  the  planters,  but  very  serious  in  their 
consequences.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  the  natives 
were  in  this  instance  subdued ;  and  '*  articles  of  peace  '*  were 
signed  by  both  parties,  securing  to  the  Caribs  a  large  tract  of 
the  best  land  in  the  island  iu  the  district  of  Grand  Sable,  ever 
since  known  as  the   Carib  Country.*' 

But  these  "  articles  *'  were  wantonly  violated  by  the  faithless 
Indians,  who,  in  1779,  aided  the  French  in  an  attack  upon  the 
island,  which  was  then  in  a  very  defenceless  state,  and  of  which 
they  gained  possession  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  The  colony, 
on  this  occasion,  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  French  for 
four  years;  during  which  they  treated  the  British  residents  mik 
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great  severity.  In  17»3,  ia  consequence  ot  the  definitire  treaty 
between  the  Courts  of  London  and  Fftrit,  Si,  Vincent's  waaagaia 
restored  to  the  English,  in  whose  possession  tl  has  ever  siDee 

continued. 

The  eolony  was  juat  recovering  from  the  effects  of  the  id* 
vasion,  when>  in  1798,  the  Caribs  agein  rose,  and,  in  oonneim 
*  vith  the  French  rerotutionists  from  Martintqne,  made  another 
attempt  to  take  possession  of  the  isbnd ;  having  resolved  In 
put  aU  the  English  to  death.  This  was  the  eommeacementef  n 
war  of  the  most  serious  charaeter,  as  it  was  piotracted  for  sere 
lal  months^  and  resulted  in  the  loss  of  hundreds  of  valuable  lives, 
and  the  destruction  of  a  brge  amount  of  property.  The  united 
armies  of  the  French  and  Canba  laid  waste  the  whole  country- 1 
ami  such  were  tlu*ir  number  and  power,  that  they  n^pcatedly 
possessed  themselves  of  every  important  post  in  the  i>hn(\  ;  the 
Kn^jlish  lj€iiig  coiifiju  J  to  Kini:?towu,  and  oomjiiftt  iv  K.  ;i;nit'il  in 
ou  every  S!(!f».  Uu  the  arrival  of  n  inlo! ,-i  in< mu,  hovievcr,  a 
vigorous  f  lVort  mndr,  and  tlic  uk  iuv  w.i^  rrnttH  in  fvcry 
dirertjan.  Mn^t  ot  the  FrtJich  who  survivi  i  writ-  Uikmi  j  ri-rm- 
ers  of  war;  aii<l  ns  no  more  CMifiiKiicr  cuuid  be  plami  m  the 
faithless  Ciiribs,  n  large  number  ol  them  wen*  removed,  first  to 
the  island  of  l^nliscnu,  and  afterwards  to  Hondurat  Biiy,  where 
their  descendants  still  exist  as  a  distinct  mce  of  {K-ople.  The 
lew  who  remain  in  St.  Vinet  nt's,  about  four  hundrrd  in  niunber» 
scarcely  errr  assoftnte  with  the  Xegroes,  and  air  remark i.ble  only 
for  their  ignorance,  indolence,  and  spathy.  They  are  food  of  fish* 
ing,  and  occupy  lots  of  ground  allowed  them  by  the  QoiemmcnL 

On  the  restoration  of  peace  the  pbnters  and  merefaanta 
addressed  themselves  to  their  respective  callings  with  dil%coen 
«nd  vigour,  and  the  colony  was  soon  fiivoured  with  a  eheeriaf 
Masnre  of  agricultural  and  commercial  prospeiity.  Extensivu 
tracts  of  land  were  brought  under  proitable  eultivatioii,  subsla»* 
tial  boildings  were  emrteil  on  the  respective  e«lnii  <,  and  im  ex- 
tensive tralttc  was  carried  on  with  England  and  other  cjuntriet. 
In  the  mean  tinit-  the  population  was  rabidly  ium*a»inir,  by  the 
arnviil  (»f  .uiditional  jetth  rs  from  the  mother  country  ».uJ  the 
introduction  uf  uuaM:ix>us  cargoes  of  Negro  slaves  from  tho 
coast  of  Afirica. 
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The  topographical  aspect  of  the  interior  of  the  island  bean  • 
etrildng  nsemblanoe  to  that  of  the  coast,  to  whieh  reference 
has  been  already  made.  It  is  geoerslljr  nigged  and  moon* 
tainous,  with  heie  and  there  a  fertUo  Talk  v ;  aud  the  soeneiy  is 

generally  of  a  bold  and  romantic  charncter.   The  cnltiyation  is 

chiefly  confined  to  a  narrow  belt  of  land,  vaiying  from  one  to 
two  miles  broad,  and  extending  along  the  margin  ol  the  sea, 
nearly  rouiul  the  island  :  while  the  mountains  in  the  centre  are 
left  to  their  native  wiklness.  The  whole  country  is  watered  by 
numeruua  rivers,  which  not  only  tend  to  feitili/e  the  beantiful 

ft' 

valleys  through  whicii  tiicy  ilow,  but  arc  also  made  available  for 
the  water  mills  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  rum,  and 
arrow-root,  now  the  staple  articles  of  export.  The  roads  are 
narrow  and  hilly,  and  are  therefore  not  well  adapted  for  wheel 
▼chicles.  Of  late  years  they  have  been  kept  in  tolerable 
repair ;  so  that  travelling  on  horseback  is  not  by  any  means 
difficult. 

Like  most  of  the  other  West  India  isbnds,  St.  Vincent's  is 
evidently  of  Tolcanie  origin ;  and  one  of  the  most  striking  ob« 
jeets  in  its  general  outline  is  the  Sottffrieie  llonntain,  the  most 
northern  of  a  lofty  chain,  which  rises  to  an  eloTation  of  abont 
three  thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  It  is  chietly  re- 
markable  for  the  eruption  which  occurred  in  the  year  1812, 
Freviotts  to  this  period,  the  crater  was  situated  a  short  dtstanoe 
from  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  nearly  half  a  mile  in  diameter, 
^ind  about  six  hundred  feet  deep.  At  the  bottom  ol'  this 
immense  basin  stood  a  conical  ruckv  hill,  about  two  hundred 
feet  in  height,  with  a  considerable  body  of  water  around  its  base. 
'J  111  se  solitary  wilds  hud  witnessed  no  convulsion  fur  about  one 
liundred  years,  when,  on  r^londay,  the  17th  of  April,  about 
noon,  the  inhabitants  residing  in  the  neighbourhood  were 
alarmed  by  a  peculiar  tremulous  motion  of  the  earth,  and  a 
rumbling  noise  in  the  air.  Soon  afterwards,  a  column  of  black 
smoke  was  seen  issuing  from  the  crater,  and  the  heavens  were 
iiterally  darkened  by  the  dense  clouds  which  intercepted  the 
rays  of  the  sun;  while  a  {jerpetual  shower  of  calcined  earth  fell 
•on  all  below.  This  pulverised  snbstanoe  covered  the  decks  of 
Tcssels  at  sea»  and  was  carried  by  an  upward  current  of  wind 
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as  far  as  Barbadoes.*  On  Tuesdajr,  the  auTul  scene  cotuiuuetl ; 
the  ibower  of  dust  and  small  cinders  increased,  and  covered  tho 
earth,  intomuch  that  not  a  blade  of  graas,  or  even  a  leaf  of  vege- 
tatxm,  was  to  be  seen  for  many  milet.  On  Thursday,  the  30th, 
the  awful  eataatrophe  came  to  a  criaia.  On  that  day  the  whole 
iaiand  was  agitated  by  tereral  nofent  shocks  of  earthqiaka» 
IbllowiDg  eaflh  other  in  rapid  inoeesiion.  The  mmbling  noiaa 
inereaead ;  and  the  dieadfiil  eiploaton  whlck  enaned  haa  beea 
comparad  to  the  limnltaneoiia  diachaige  of  all  the  aitOlery  im 
the  world*  In  the  mean  tune  the  ahower  of  aahea  abated,  and 
the  moat  ecoentrie  and  vivid  flaahea  of  lightning  played  around 
the  anmmit  of  the  mountain ;  whilat  immense  atrcnma  of  liqnid 
fire  were  ]>oured  forth,  at  firom  a  botHng  eauldron,  and  worieed 
their  way  to  the  son  in  various  directions.  The  Cariba  of 
Mome  Konde,  as  well  ns  the  Negroes  and  other  inhabitants  in 
the  vicinity  of  t Ik-  i:inii;it;iin,  \\\rc  ^tiz^J  with  eon*t<'riinTion, 
and  tied  from  iLcir  tl\\(iiiiiL:^  in  dismnv.  On  tl;(  fol"  win:!  dnr 
tbti  >lri"*jin  of  burning  Uva  rt\i«-«M|  to  tlmv  ;  :,inl  tiic  ilirrjiti'ucd 
visitation  piij^scd  ovpr.    TlirdiiL'ii  tiio  poud  jirnvi  K  ii.  i-  of  liod, 

not  many  Uves  were  lost    but  coiuidcrablc  damage  was  done  to 

*  The  thuutitrui^  noiM-  of  tlir  rrn^'i  u  was  t2:«lipctlr  hearJ  in  tbc 
netzhboanD;{  colon ic« ;  bui  m  lUiUiJu<.«  tbu  effccU  werv  m<Ht  •«-Tcrtlv 
felt,  although  &t  a  dUtaxicc  of  eifht/  tnilct  to  wiadwarJ.  Cua«iiicnd»k 
dansfie  was  doot  to  the  cahivaltim  by  tkcadhcs,  which  dftrmM  ia  Avmt» 
on  rrrry  port  of  tlM  rooalry ;  mi  Iho  volesaie  Mtter  fan— 4  a  dNi  o» 
drMo  as  to  ialciMpt  tho  rays  of  iIm  sea.  Tho  iahaUloaCs,  Wag  lofed^ 
i|Wmtof  tht  coats  of  this  pSrnumcaoa,  wort  ttndt  with  terror  aa4 
aaMuentciit.  Soom  thottf bt  thr  »orM  «raf  romtn^  to  aa  ood,  ai^  betook 
thrtiJ»rlvc«  to  prjyrr  nr.t!  «np  Ilr  .t  wbicb  thry  ba«l  prrvlouily  rqcl^rtdl. 
Tlir  I'l.-MT*  of  «or»h>p  tliroMu  -iprr,  and  jHtiplr  nrrr  •^'vn  ploJiliQg 

tbc  d^kiiw^  auJ  |tl\i>«>iu  tu  uui«.li  iLe  it^:uid  euvt  k>|«:^,  a&J  &u  gmt 
WOO  tho  lABiltttt  thtt  prevotM  OBoog  tJie  p«^ilo.  After  I'onliiMiiag  far 
iovml  hoeiik  tho  thowv  of  othtt  ahaltJt  tha  doad  pattfd  ow»  tto 
laa  oooa  M«  bofil  fertii  U  tU  ito  glory;  ehotfiag  tho  htortt  of  tho  poo- 
het  ditoowwi^  the  OBth  to  ho  cmy  wWn  oomol  with  a  thick  hyor 
of  cnifdvo  Mtlor.  Ahoot  t«ia^  jran  aArrward*.  when  dt^sc  n  ? 
pin!ftt  tt  PHurMteot,  I  fovnd  a  qoantttr  of  tkt«  SonlTn^rT  JtuI;  md  it  had 
tt)  '  tbe  ipfHRBoa  if  n^Hm^lmmt  the  pwtklit  haviag  bootaw  ooHti- 
datnl. 
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the  cuUivntion,  and  it  was  a  long  time  before  the  windward  dis* 
trict  recovered  its  wonted  verdure. 

lu  the  year  1S44,  1  visited  the  Scuff ri^re  Mountain,  in  com- 
imny  with  the  Kev.  J.  Blackwell ;  sud  again,  in  184-7,  with  the 
Key.  W.  Ritchie.  On  both  occasions  I  was  much  liiU  n  -ted  in 
contemplatini;  the  wonderful  works  of  God,  as  there  displayed. 
The  nscent  is  steep  and  ruj^^ed ;  and  it  requires  four  hours  con- 
stant exertion  to  reach  the  summit,  which  is  said  to  be  six 
miles  above  Lot  Fourteen,"  the  highest  estate  on  the  wind- 
ward aide  of  the  island.  The  "  dry  river  "  and  the  "  locky  ravine  " 
nham  the  principal  track  of  the  4iiva,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
eniption ;  and  the  frequent  appearance  of  trees  turned  into 
charcoal,  and  of  claj  converted  into  brick,  attU  exhibit  the  aad 
elleeta  of  that  catastrophe.  Since  the  eraptUm,  there  are  two 
ciHten ; — ^the  old  and  the  new.  The  old  enter  is  now  ft  vast 
deep  lake,  the  snrfaee  of  the  water  being  aeveral  bandied  feet 
below  the  brink.  The  conical  hill  which  once  occupied  the 
centre,  has  almost  disappeared  beneath  the  deep  blue  water. 
The  new  crater  bears  all  the  marks  of  a  recent  eruption ;  the 
sides  being  in  many  places  destitute  of  vegetation,  and  having 
only  a  little  muddy  water  at  one  comer  of  the  bottom.  On  my 
last  visit,  I  succeeded  with  some  difficulty  in  <it:scending  to  tlie 
bottom  of  the  new  crater.  The  view  from  thence  is  awfully 
grand ;  and  I  shall  not  soon  forj^et  the  feelings  witli  which  I 
there  contemplated  the  elfccts  of  th<'  eruption  of  1812  :  I  could 
say  with  the  Psalmist,  "  Couie,  behold  the  works  of  the  Lord  ; 
what  desolation  He  hath  made  in  tb.c  enrth  !  " 

This  island  once  possessed  a  public  establishment  of  great 
repute,  called  the  "  Botanical  Garden,"  situated  about  a  mile 
from  Kingstown.  It  consisted  of  thirty  acres  of  land,  tastefully 
laid  out,  and  furnished  with  rare  and  valuable  plants ;  some  of 
which  were  natural  to  the  island,  and  others  exotics,  collected 
i^om  the  Esst  Indies,  and  from  South  America.  Here  the  nut- 
meg, dove,  and  dnnamou  trees  flourished,  as  well  as  Uie  useful 
hread^froit  phmt,  brought  from  the  South  Sea  Islands  by  Cap* 
inn  Bligh,  in  1793.  For  some  time  the  Oovemment  took  n 
Mvely  uiterest  in  this  establishment ;  but  of  late  years  it  has 
been  allowed  to  go  to  nun.  Several  of  the  plants  have  been. 
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lemofred  to  Trinidad,  the  rest  hm  been  negleoted ;  end  tlie 
onoe  faoiout  botanicel  garden  ia  now  notliing  more  tban  a  wild 
femt  of  iBTe  and  beantiful  tfeea.  There  are  to  be  found,  how* 
ever,  in  various  parte  of  the  iahind,  in  private  gardcaa^  nnnerono 
q>edment  of  the  exotics  of  the  East.  The  nutmegt,  doves,  and 
cinnamon,  which  grow  in  the  Mission  garden  at  GaUiaqua,  am 
equnl  to  any  imported  from  India ;  and  the  bread-fjuit  tne 
iloiirisbes  on  almost  every  estate,  and  produeea  an  article  of 
food,  now  tjciierally  used  by  all  clnsses  of  the  iiiLabiunts. 

The  only  other  natural  rurio»itie«  of  any  note,  arc  («\> 
niinf  T.il  sprin<r«i.  cnllnl  "  BclK-Jiir  i>|>a,"  aiul  **  Mari;i(jua  Spa.** 
The  first  is  three  mi  Irs  IVoju  K  inir*to^n,  iwul  tin-  kiiwv  aI>out 
twrlvp.  Th**  wnter  <>t'  \hc>c  \y»'1!s  lins  novcr  licen  pmperly 
anaUsed;  but  the  tirst  ;ipj)<\iro  to  pni{;ike  chiefly  ot"  s,iliu<', 
and  the  other  of  chalybeate,  pro|>ertie3.  They  are  Ixith 
eateemed  for  their  refreshing  and  medicinal  virtues.  Belleak 
Spa  h  en«y  f  f  access,  1»eing  approached  by  a  tnVnble  road ; 
but  that  of  Marinqna  is  more  difficult,  being  situated  in  the 
interior  of  the  island,  remote  from  the  pnblae  highway*  and  at 
a  ooosiderabie  distanoe  from  any  plantatkm  or  tettkment. 

In  the  animal  kingdom,  this  isbnd  affords  a  considerable  nvm* 
ber  of  species ;  a  canftil  examination  of  whieh  would  no  donbt 
amply  repay  the  labonn  of  the  natnnlist.  The  woods  abonnd 
with  beantifol  birds,  as  wall  aa  with  little  qnadropeds,  in  great 
variety,  cepeeialljr  the  guana,  matt,  the  manaeoo^  and  anakca 
of  variona  kinds.  The  manaeoo  is  a  dntraotave  little  anianl. 
abont  the  site  of  a  rat,  and  is  eonttantly  watching  for  aa 
opportunity  to  nttjick  the  hen-rootts.  lie  is  not  satisfic\l  with 
C^rryifi^  one  oft'  at  ouct .  ami  fi  n^Mi.;  ujhmi  it.  Iiut  -  nil  i.  " 
can  r.-jtrli  )M'fi)r»?  ha  iM-iriiL'*  ri-inovc  lu<>  pn  v  to  [\x  nr.in'st 
fi>nr»t.  "VW'  iiave  -undmir^  la&t  sr\tnil  lowis  111  oue  ni^bi 
from  the  ntlf»rlc§  of  tin's         little  cr'.itui'". 

1  lit'  t('W"ii«  niid  \  of  St,  Vuieenl"'*  nrr  iint  mr.irk.tb1"% 

Kin^rstown,  the  capital,  lies  in  the  bottom  ot'  a  »pkiuiid 
amphitheatre  of  mountnin^,  and  is  strongly  lortified.  The 
town  consists  ehidiy  of  two  atierts.  which  nm  porallel  with 
eneh  other;  some  of  the  honsea  being  built  of  stone,  and 
otbera  of  wood.   The  Coort«bonse  and  Weslmn  chapel  are 
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jabstantlal  and  elegant  buildings.  The  Eng^h  church  is  also 
a  solid  structure ;  but  it  is  not  distinguished  for  its  architectund 
beauty,  although  it  is  said  to  haYe  cost  £4S»000.  The  other 
places  of  worship,  a  Scotch  church,  and  a  Boman  GathoUe 
chapel,  arc  plain  buUdiugs.  The  Goremment  house,  about  a 
mile  from  the  town,  is  a  neat  edifice,  and  stands  in  a  beautiful 
situation,  with  n  commandins:  view  of  the  harbour.  The 
populatioQ  of  Kinj^stowa  reioy  be  estimated  at  jibowt  six  thou- 
sand. Xcw  E(linburf|fli  is  a  beautiful  suburban  villag;e,  on  the 
road  to  Fort  Cliarlotte,  and  contains  a  number  of  good  houses, 
occupied  ^liielly  by  the  mercliants  and  Government  officers. 
Calliaqua  and  George  Town,  to  the  windwartl ;  and  Layou, 
Buiowalie,  and  Chnteaubellair,  to  the  leeward  of  the  capital, 
are  coKsiderahh^  villau^es,  and  centres  of  large  populations. 
Other  villages  of  minor  consequence  have  sprung  up  in  various 
directions,  sidce  emancipation.  Indeed,  almost  every  planta* 
tion  has  its  Negro  village,  with  a  popnhition  of  two  or  three 
hundred. 

The  ishind  is  about  twenty-fne  miles  long,  and  fifteea 
broad,  and  contains  a  population  of  twenty-nine  thou* 
sand.  The  principal  portion  of  the  people  are  of  Afncan 
descent.  Vhere  are,  however,  a  few  Europeans;  English, 
Scotch,  French,  and  Portuguese.  No  people  eould  be  more 
demoralized  than  were  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Vincent's,  both 
bond  and  free,  towards  the  dose  of  the  eighteenth  century ; 
when  they  first  attracted  the  attention  of  the  friends  of  Missions 
in  this  country.  Their  condition  was,  if  possible,  rendered  still 
worse  by  tlie  frequent  importation  of  cargoes  of  Negro  slaves, 
direct  from  Ahica,  wlio  brought  with  them  all  their  heathenish 
supcrsiilious  practices.  Honouralilc  marriage  was  scarcely 
icnowu ;  and  Sunthiv  was  the  coaiuion  market-day  for  all 
classes, — ilie  ordy  day,  in  fact,  whieh  was  allowed  to  the  poor 
slaves  for  their  own  use.  Thus,  immortality  was  practised  by 
persons  of  every  grade  in  society,  without  restraint ;  and  the 
entire  colony  was  almost  destitute  even  of  the  forms  of  religion. 
The  iahind  had  been  divided  into  five  parishes,  it  is  true,  but 
there  was  not  a  church  in  any  one  of  them.  The  only  sanctuaiy 
which  had  ever  been  erected  for  the  worship  of  God,  was 


Digitized  by  Google 


818 


PA&r  II. — TUE  WEST  INDUS 


tetfojed  hf  a  Itorrieane  m  1780.  Tim  wn  Imt  one  Omgy^ 
man  ibr  tlie  whole  ooioiij ;  and  be  oilkiatod  m  the  eowt- 
honae  in  Kingakovn  to  a  fern  whitca  s  the  poor  Nc|^ioca  bctii|[ 

totally  unprorided  for. 

Such  was  the  spiritual  destitution  of  this  interesting  island, 
when,  on  Tuesday,  the  9th  of  January,  17  "^7,  a  schooner 
tnUTiil  Kingstown  Bny.  tin-  aiiival  of  which  Kvas  iJestineii,  in 
the  order  of  Divine  l'rtj\  idvuci\  to  commencs  n  mnml  revolu- 
tion, snch  ns  lins  scarreh'  l>ecn  oxcocdeii  sinor  the  (bva  of  the 
Apn«tlr«.  Tlic  vf**^«pl  w'js  from  Antig\in,  nnd  shortly  after  shft 
came  to  nnrhor,  tiietc  was  ?(rn  huulin;;  from  hor  a  ir^'iitlemnn 
of  stnall  stature,  clerie;il  npjKnninee,  and  bland  open  counte- 
nance, accompanied  by  three  other  persons,  also  strangers. 
These  were  the  venerablr  Pr.  Coke,  and  the  Hev.  Meitri.  Baxter, 
Clarke,  and  Hammett,  bis  Missionary  comiianions,  who  bad 
eome  to  procbim  the  '^\:u\  tidings  of  aalvation  to  all  who 
were  willint;  to  hear.  Divine  Providenee  again  opened  the 
way  befom  the  meaaengera  of  Uia  ineit^.  They  were  tatio> 
dneed  to  a  Hr.  Chixton«  who  had  heard  the  Qoepel  in  Antigni, 
and  in  whoee  houae  the  nafena  Doctor  preached  the  aaaa 
erening  to  an  attentive  eongrefation. 

The  kind  reception  with  which  the  Hiadonariea  aMt  waa 
regarded  at  a  token  for  good ;  and  the  next  day  thev  proceeded 
fntn  the  eomitfT»  on  a  vint  to  a  Mr.  Cbpham,  and  to  wail  Oft 
another  gentleman,  to  whom  thf-y  had  letters  of  introdnetieM. 
They  held  an  interesting  religious  service,  \n  the  larjn"  parlour 
of  Mr.  (.'Iri[»ham  ;  and  tht-n  procfede*!  on  their  journ<  \.  nnioh 
enronm!;'(  il  \>\'  the  favourable  protjH-rts  wliirh  ojx'iiin?  up 
be  I  on-  ilitm.  Wherever  tliev  w.  nt  ilicy  wtw  nfvivfd  with 
that  kiiulness  and  hf«<piia!ltv  fvtr  wliirlj  the  Wptt  lu'li.*  plnntcn 
have  always  Imtii  so  rrmnrknl)ii'.  whtn  f,\\«>ur.ilily  impres«?d 
with  the  clinrarter  and  object  of  their  visitors.  \N  lu-ti  Mr. 
Clarke  was  introduced  as  the  Mi^sionaiy  appointeti  to  In'^^iir 
in  the  island,  the  pUnten  geoexally  expressed  their  readinm  to 
admit  him  to  their  respective  pUntations,  for  the  purpoae  of 
inatmcting  their  alavea.  On  the  retnrn  of  the  Missionariea  to 
Xingatown.  alter  an  abaeMa  of  two  or  three  daji,  they  fend 
that  Mr.  daxton  had  aetaally  cag^gtd  n  huge  naiifcii— ^ 
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wMeh  he  bad  fitted  up  as  a  ehapel ;  and  bad  provided  suitable 
accommodation  for  Mr.  Clarke,  the  Minister  who  was  to  remain 
on  tbe  station.  Tbus  promising  was  the  oommencement  of  the 

Wesleynn  Mission  in  the  island  of  St.  Vincent. 

Havirii;  so  far  accomplished  the  object  of  their  visit,  Dr. 
Coke,  Mr.  Ba\t(?r,  imd  Mr.  Uarainett  proceeded  to  Dominica. 
In  the  course  of  tlio  followinj;  year,  however,  so  rn])iclly  had 
the  work  of  God  cxtnuli  1  in  the  island,  that  Mr.  Clarke  was 
unable  to  meet  tlu;  demaiuis  which  were  mndo  upon  him  for 
bis  services,  and  Mr.  ]^axtcr  tliori-fore  returned  to  his  assistance. 
The  united  labours  of  tliese  men  of  God  were  i^reatly  blessed, 
both  in  attracting  numbers  to  hear  the  Gospel,  and  in  the 
conversion  of  many  souls  to  a  savins:  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

Although  the  Missionaries  directed  their  cluef  attention  to 
the  Negro  slaves,  they  were  not  innniTulful  of  the  warlike 
Caribs,  who  then  oocnpied  the  windward  part  of  the  island. 
A  distinct  Mission  iras  oommeneed  for  their  benefit;  bniidings  « 
were  erected,  and  a  schoolmoster  and  bis  wiie  were  sent  horn 
Engbind;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baxter  resided  in  tbe  Carib 
country  for  nearly  two  years,  doing  all  that  Christian  zeal  and 
kuidness  conld  do  for  tbe  eonversion  of  the  natives.  It  is 
painful  to  record  that  all  this  was,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
labour  in  vain,  little  or  no  impression  being  made  upon  the 
minds  of  this  barbarous  and  degraded  people.  Before  tbe  hist 
Carib  war  the  Missionaries  retired  from  that  part  of  the  country, 
4igaiii  to  labour  among  the  slave  population. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1788,  Dr.  Coke  again  visited  Si. 
Vincent's,  and  brou<j;ht  with  him  i)\e  Kev.  R.  Gamble  to  assist 
Mr.  Clarke  ;  whilst  Mr.  Baxter  was  engaged  in  his  attempt  to 
-evangelize  the  Caribs.  The  pious  Doctor  was  delighted  with 
the  progress  of  the  work  among  the  Negroes ;  but  deeply 
pained  at  the  unwillingness  of  the  aborigines  to  receive  the 
Gospel. 

Hotliing  particular  occurred  during  the  following  year ;  but, 
towards  the  close  of  1790,  Dr.  Coke  once  more  landed  in 
Kingstown,  in  company  with  the  Ber.  Mr.  Werrill,  from  Ire- 
land. It  was  evening,  and  they  proceeded  at  once  to  the  ehapel» 
which  they  found  filtod  with  attentire  worshippers.  By  this 
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time  the  onginnl  place  of  wonhip  had  baoome  too  mall,  and 

the  Missiounries  had  en^n^ged  ii  Jar^e  rooiD»  fonnerij  occupied 
by  the  Boman  Catholics.  Here  the  Doctor  prencbed  witk 
imich  edargemant  of  heart ;  and  then  proceeded  on  kb  iov 
araoDg  tlie  islandi,  leaTiog  the  Miaaiooafiea  to  proceed  in  thei( 
delightfal  work  of  preacbtog  to  the  poor  alavee;  leTttal 
bundreda  of  whom  bad  now  been  brought  to  a  knowledge  of 
the  tmth,  and  nmted  in  dinrdi  feUowahip. 

Hitherto  nothing  had  oeeuned  to  retard  the  ptogreaa  of  tbo 
work  of  God,  on  this  prosperoot  and  promising  tiatioQ ;  but 
it  was  now  to  uudcrgo  n  severe  trial.  The  planters  seem  all 
at  once  to  have  iliscovcrcii  ihc  I'iU't.  lliat  tUc  free  |)r<,!iiiil,Miioii. 
of  thi'  (iospi'l  .'iinoner  llu^  Ne'^rots  inii^ht  uUimntriy  iiiieiicre 
•  with  the  existiug  »Vfetc  tn  of  >I.;vtT\" ;  and  u  piau  of  i^rstcution 
was  organized,  which  has  scarcrly  \\(^f\  pamllek')!  isi  th«'  hT«iton- 
of  Mi»fion««.  i  llVcrtuaiiy  to  jnit  a  r>top  to  iln-  jin  .uhMiu'  of  uu- 
Mi«5«ioiiru*iesi,  a  law  wns  pnHycd,  foibidiiuig  an_\  one  lo  pnaoh 
without  a  lironrt^ ;  rtii(!,  to  prevent  unnccessar)'  appiicuitions,  il 
waa  diatinclly  state<l,  thai  no  peraon  ahoold  be  eligible  for  a 
licence  wlio  had  not  prcvionslj  resided  in  the  inland  ticflet 
monikt.  The  authoriliee  knew  that  thi^  would  effeciuallj 
militate  ap^aimt  the  itinerant  system  of  the  VVcalcyan  Connexion. 
Tbic  naliciona  and  peneenting  Uw  wna  atrengthened  and 
guarded  hf  penal  aanctiona  of  the  moat  atringent  cbaraeter. 
The  progieaa  of  ita  opeiatif  e  penaltiea  cooaiated  of  three  alegea, 
coouuencing  wiili  oppreieion,  and  ending  in  blood.  For  the 
Jfrtl  ofleoee,  tho  punishment  wai  to  be  n  jia*  of  ten  johannw, 
(eighteen  ponnds.)  or  imprimmmmt  far  not  more  than  ninety 
d«T»,  or  le^s  than  thirty  ;  for  ih«  mtomi  offence,  such  coaFoaAt* 
PiNisiiME!«T  as  the  court  should  think  proper  to  indict,  ood 
BAMsinniVT  from  the  r<'l.)iiy  ,  and  Am/.''/,  if  oirmJer 
dan  tl  to  rvtt;rn  fimu  Ids  liaiu-'htnritt,  aiul  iir>  flk  h  u;lhoui 
authontv,  m  violation  of  this  law,  be  was  to  be  puuished  a  ilk 
DEATH! 

\\ c  can  n  adilv  imai;ini^  tin-  jiasxMi:;  of  such  a  I.iw  in  tHc 
days  of  Nero.  ("aii.Mila,  or  I>c>Gaitinn;  hut  it  sauwiv  eretiiblc 
that  such  a  law  should  have  been  enacted  in  a  Protestant 
<wiiitif  Aft  |k*  chiaa  of  tha  mchtnaBik  cMtntv.   It  ia  nawirthn* 
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less  a  fnct,  and  I  have  seen  the  original  8taiato>  as  it  stands  on 
the  official  reoonls  of  the  island. 

Alter  the  passing  of  this  cruel  eiiaotinent>  how  did  the 
Missionaries  proceed  ?  Jnst  as  the  Apostles  proceeded  under 
siinilar  circamstanoes.  They  said»  "Shall  we  obey  God  or 
nan?*'  and  on  the  following  Sabbath  the  Ber.  Matthew 
Lumb  preached  in  the  Wesleyan  chapel  as  usual,  for  whick 
alleged  breach  of  the  law  he  was  forthwith  dragged  to  prison. 
Hundreds  of  people  followed  htm  with  tears  and  lamentations ; 
and  the  popular  excitement  was  such  that  the  Government 
autliorilies  called  out  the  military  to  guard  the  jail,  and  prevent 
the  prisoner  from  bciii'jj  liberated  by  the  populace.  While  the 
soldiers  stood  by  the  cntrnuce  to  the  prison,  there  came  a 
poor  old  blind  woman,  incpiirinc^  for  "  dear  Massa  Minister." 
The  soldiers  said  to  each  oilier,  "  Let  the  poor  old  blind 
woman  pass;  what  harm  can  slio  do?"  Thus  she  wns 
allowed  to  enter  the  ^rate.  On  reaching  the  prison,  she  groped 
along  the  wall,  till  she  found  the  iron-giated  window  of  the 
"  ^Iissionary*s  cell,  and  putting  her  face  to  it  she  exclaimed, 
"  Dear  Massa  Minister,  God  bless  yon  I  Keep  heart,  Massa ! 
.So  dem  put  good  people  in  prison  long  time  ago.  Neber  mind 
Massa ;  all  we  go  pray  for  you."  The  persecuted  Missionary 
afterwards  declared  that  these  words  of  the  poor  old  blind 
woman  weto  as  balm  to  his  wonnded  soul;  and  he  resolved 
to  cast  himself  afresh  on  the  promises  of  Jehovah. 

When  the  tumult  had  somewhat  subsided,  and  the  soldiers 
had  returned  to  the  barracks,  aeveml  of  the  people  who 
lingered  about  were  permitted  to  approach  the  prison  window ; 
when  the  persecnted  Missionary  presented  himself,  and  actually 
repented  the  crime  for  which  he  was  committed,  by  speaking 
of  Glii  and  His  salvation.  Among  the  crowd  there  stood  a 
woman,  named  Mary  liich  irdson,  who  thus  heaiil  tiie  Gospel 
for  the  fii*st  time.  The  word  came  with  power  to  her  heart. 
She  went  home,  and  wept  and  prayed,  and  sought  the  Lord, 
till  she  found  Ilim,  to  the  joy  of  her  soul.  Many  years 
afterwards,  whilst  T  was  hibourini:;  in  St.  Vincent's,  this  good 
woman  sickened  and  died  ;  and  in  iier  last  moments  she  thanked 
God  that  ever  she  heard  the  Missioooiy  preach  through  the 
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iron  grating  of  the  prison  window  ;  for  ikat,"  mtd  the,  **  mm 
the  word  which  came  to  mj  heart." 

On  the  26th  of  January,  i71»3,  Sr.  Coke  arriTed  k  SC 
Tincent';,  from  Su  KiU'i,  having  betid  of  the  impritonrocnt  of 
Mr.  Lumb.  Ue  prooeadcd  at  oaet  to  Um  jml,  and  found  kk 
Mend  confined  with  a  oommon  nuddactor.  Ue  cf ofded  Ite 
•11  Um  conioUtion  in  liie  power;  and  after  tone  tiae  te 
Miiiionaiy  wae  icleeaed  firom  hu  eonfinement;  bat  be  wa^ 
required  to  qoit  tbe  itbmd,  wUboui  being  peraitted  to  piaeeb 
i^gain  to  hit  dear  people.  Sneh  wat  the  rigour  with  whieb  Ihia 
emel  law  wat  eaforoed. 

On  bit  retain  to  EngUnd  in  tbe  month  of  August,  l>r.  Coke 
hn?t<*ned  to  Iny  before  the  Imperial  GoTerument  the  proceedings 
»/l  lijc  liuiiso  of  Asscinblv  in  St.  ^  uurnl's.  He  obtaiiail  an 
interview  wiili  tbe  Right  Honourable  llcnry  Dundat^  Secrttnry 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  and  rLot  ived  (roiw  his  l-^^rd  hip  ihc 
welcome  OMurnnee,  that  •*  Jlis  yfojvnttf  in  Cuunrii  had  Ur'n  fjra" 
ciotrnly  plea^rtl  to  dimttnul  tlm  Act  of  ihr  Ai\e)ithhj  uj  S/.  I  iHi'rnt, 
which  baiiifhfd  thf  MiMfiuunnr.i  froi,i  tht  isiamJ  ;  nnd  tlmt  JJis 
Majfstfi  fjltasurf  trouhl  h*  nttUJieii  to  tJu  Gimrmof  if  Xi# 
ftteisH  UbI  tailed  for  ikt  //>«/  Imdie*!* 

TliiM  wat  the  door  of  usefulactt  ouoe  more  opened  to  (be 
Mttiionariea  in  thia  inleretling  colony,  and  the  Kev.  Meaart. 
Owen  and  Alexander  were  api>ointdd  to  labour  there.  On  their 
arrival  tbej  foundi  at  might  have  been  aipeeled*  thai  tbe  people 
were  in  many  pUeet  tcatlared;  bnt  in  tot  inttanoiw  tbe  neabeat 
had  kept  np  their  private  aaetingt  for  taligiout  eiereiaee  duing 
tbetiaa  thai  thej  had  been  deprived  of  a  Ooepetniaittiy.  The 
re-eetablithneot  of  tbe  llieeiatt  wae  bailed  with  joy  by  the  «os- 

■eatme  of  prosperity^  tbe  nmber  of  ebnrdi  mewbeia  icpoitcd 
in  the  year  1800  being  im  ftmiaarf. 

in  succeeding  years  the  Missionaries  continued  to  labour  with 

urral  sueress,  and  prosperous  vocieties  were  establi«lie<i  ju 
viirioiiM  parts  (»r  the  i*lniid.  Almost  erery  viU.i^'L*  luid  ii?  little 
sarirtaarv,  and  on  «con  s  uf  estatr^  the  uur^l  of  (iod  fiuth- 
fuiiy  pn  achrd  J(t  every  availnl>lr  opportunity.   But  the  difiicultjrs 

of  slavery  were  ttiU  pamtui^  fcU,  and  tbe  foith  and  patience  of 
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the  MiBsioimries  and  tbeir  people  were  freqnenilj  put  to  the 
aeireicst  teat.  Although  treated  with  mote  humanity  here 
than  in  tome  other  colonies,  the  ataves  irers  atill  liable 
to  aevere  floggti^ ;  and  they  conld  not  go  from  the  property 
on  whieb  they  resided,  not  eren  to  ebapel,  without  a  written 
paaoi  whieb  was  frequently  withheld  for  the  moat  trifling 
cause,  to  the  great  injary  of  our  religious  meetings.  There 
was  also  still  in  existence,  till  a  late  period,  the  abominable 
Sunday  market,  with  all  its  attendant  evils. 

We  therefore  rejoiced  exeoediiii;ly  when  the  united  voice  of 
the  British  nation  demnuded  the  freedom  of  the  poor  slave,  and 
when  the  giori  us  1  jpct  wns  accomplished,  at  such  a  noble 
sacrifice  ns  iwenhj  7niliion^  alfiitnrf.  In  no  island  hnd  the  Gospel 
done  niore  to  prepnre  tlie  npople  for  the  boon  of  freedom  than  in 
St.  Vincent.  Hence,  when  the  eventful  period  npproached,  there 
was  no  commotion  or  tumult,  as  had  been  predicted  by  some, 
but  all  was  peace  and  harmony.  On  the  night  preceding  the 
glorious  first  of  August,  which  was  to  bring  the  dawn  of  free- 
dom, the  chapels  were  opptK^  I  for  the  celebration  of  watch-night 
services.  The  hour  of  midnight  found  thousands  of  poor 
Negroes  upon  their  bended  knees  before  God  to  receive  the 
boon  of  freedom  as  from  heaven ;  and  when  the  dock  struck 
twdve,  whicb  was  the  d§M4tneU  cf  timwyy  throughout  the 
British  empire,  baring  preriously  waited  for  a  few  moments  in 
aiknt  prayer  and  praise,  they  then  rose  to  their  feet,  and  sang 
with  one  beart  and  one  voice,  "  Fraise  God,  from  wboro  all 
blessings  flow,"  8ce.  Then  might  have  been  seen  bnsbands  era- 
bra  cine:  their  wives,  and  parents  caressing  their  children,  and 
friend  congratulatins^  friend,  thnt  they  had  been  spared  to  see 
the  glorious  hour  of  freedom  come. 

It  was  during  the  transition  from  slavery  to  freedom,  that  I 
entered  upon  my  first  appointment  as  a  Missionary  in  this 
interesting^:  island  ;  and  I  sbnil  Tiever  forget  the  effect  which  this 
welcome  clianL^e  in  the  civil  r  ondition  of  the  people  seemed  to 
have  upon  their  minds.  They  appeared  •generally  to  be  impressed 
with  one  idea, — namely,  this  :  "  We  are  now  free,  we  must  thcrc- 
ibfe  all  begin  to  serve  the  Lord."  Every  hindrance  being  now  rc- 
movedy  thij  came  flocking  to  the  house  of  God  by  scores  and 
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bnndreds,  not  merdy  as  occasional  wonhippen,  \mi  pmkmtify 
to  joiii  tfaeniidves  unto  the  Lord  in  t  porp^ual  oofMumt,  nmr 
to  be  forKOttciL  Difine  tmclion  attended  tlie  picMUag  of  the 
wofd,  and  we  bed  neioa  to  believe  thet  e  genoiiie  work  ef 
giece  wee  in  pngieee  among  tbe  peo]^  Dnring  tbe  firtt  year 
alter  emaneipation,  we  reeeifed  into  ebmeb  fellowabip  with  ne^ 
in  various  piurte  of  the  ialend,  npweide  of  one  thoumd  new 
membeis.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  all  these  wete  saviogly 
converted  to  God,  bnt  I  trust  that  many  were  so,  and  none 
were  admitted  who  did  not  give  satisfiieUNry  evidenee  that  they 
linU  a  '*  sincere  desire  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come."  Tlu  re 
was  al^o  a  dosiic  tor  sclu^oU  which  coiild  scarcely  he  t  ;  niid 
it  required  our  ulmosl  illuri"  to  provide  for  the  nij)i<l  <  xtmriiou 
of  the  work,  us  well  as  iLc  gruittsl  prmlcnce  in  the  a(l;ii,iii«tra- 
tiou  cf  ili<'0)[iiine.  The  religious  !*t"rvi(V!«  were  g^Tit  i.iHy  botii 
lon^C  and  arduous,  and  I  have  feoint  tinus  hi  vn  ( n^'nu''  *'  *iir  rive 
hours,  without  coming  outside  the  communion  rail,  iii  rending, 
preaching,  praying,  baptizing,  admiuisteriiig  the  I^nl's  Suppor, 
and  other  religions  serrices ;  for  in  connaoon  with  some  of  our 
chapels  we  had  upwards  of  one  thousand  communicants. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  freedom  were  also  seen  in  the  iocreesed 
temporal  comforts  of  the  people.  They  checcftiUy  worked  for 
wages,  and  were  soon  poss^sed  of  the  means  to  pvocnie  the  ne> 
essseriee  and  eomforts  of  civiUaed  life.  In  many  instances  thegf 
pnrehased  lote  of  lend,  and  bnilt  neat  little  eottagce  thereon; 
end  free  village  rspidly  sprang  np  in  various  diivctione. 
Friendly  Societaee  were  also  formed  in  connexion  with 
sUtion  for  the  rdisf  of  the  sick  and  aged,  as  the  pei^le  were 
now  entiiely  dependent  on  their  own  resonrces  in  sessons  of 
afRielMMi*  no  provision  havai<;  been  made  by  the  Act  of  Kmanci* 
pation  for  the  support  of  the  ii2«  d  und  decrepit.  All  these 
arraiim'iiUMiU  dcvuivtd  tnui-ii  l.dioiir,  ns  vvcl!  as  cm' and  aii\u*ty» 
on  Mi*sionary  ;  for  ilic  pcujilc  l'>ON',d  up  to  ii?  for  c^'htihI 
iiud  (luvi  lion  in  (.wtv  lliuii;.  We  had  to  act  not  oulv  a»  ihcir 
Fastori,  but  fffqiitntls  lluir  (<ii\>ii'ian«,  !aw\cn*,  nn-hiterl*, 
arid  M.i^istratrs  ;  niul  it  is  a  plciiMii:;  fact  that  the  lJ»w^t-l>  and 
Mn^Mslralcs  wrrc  vrrv  ><'ldoni  appealed  to  bv  the  \VesIe^an  por- 
tion ol  the  oommuAity,  aUhongh  they  nnmbcied*  acoordiag  to 
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the  oensnB,  14f,l60,  out  of  a  popdation  of  29,000.  But  al- 
tbougli  our  SabouiB  wens  ardaoos,  we  had  an  ample  reward  in 
tbe  gratitude  and  devoted  attachment  of  an  affectionate  people. 
When  riding  along  the  road,  the  Miaeionaiy  wonM  aometimea  be 
-sainted  by  nearly  a  hundred  Toices  at  once,  ezdaiming,  "  How 
<i'  ye,  Massa  ?  how  Missie  and  pickaninnies  F  "  Thu  friendly 
salutation  came  from  a  iranir  of  labourers  at  work  in  the  field, 
nearly  hidden  by  the  sugar-canes  which  they  were  wpoding.  Thus 
they  would  in(|uiie  after  their  Minister,  his  wife,  and  liis  children, 
at  one  breath  ;  and  the  Missionary  respotidini^  kindly,  hears  the 
same  number  of  voices  cry,  "Tank  you,  Massa;  God  bless  yon, 
Massa  ;"  and  lie  pursues  his  journey.  If  he  reminded  tliem  of 
the  racetm;^  at  night  and  invited  thera  to  attend,  they  would 
probably  reply,  "Yes,  Massa,  we  oil  go  come^  we  lore  we 
chapel." 

I  may  here  obsenre  that  our  people  in  St.  Yincent^s  were  re- 
markable for  their  regukr  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace. 
In  former  years,  when  the  word  of  God  was  scarce,  the  poor 
slaves  have  been  known  to  walk  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  to  hear 
the  Gospel.  They  used  to  leave  their  homes  on  Saturday  even* 
ing,  aftor  they  had  finished  their  work,  and  walk  all  night,  to 
Mtend  the  chapel  at  Kingstown  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  then  walk 
all  night  back  again,  so  as  to  reach  home  in  time  for  work  on 
the  Monday  morning.  They  are  now  happily  furnished  with 
places  of  worship  at  a  convenient  distance  from  their  dwellings : 
these  are  generally  filled  with  attentive  hearers.  Besides  the 
regular  chapels  at  the  respective  stations,  on  almost  every  estate 
there  is  a  "  Prayers-house.**  This  is  a  large  hut  fitted  up  ns  a 
temporary  place  of  worship.  Here  we  preach  whe  n  wo  visit  the 
plantations  on  vvcek-nicrhts,  and  here  the  people  frequently 
ass(  iiible  nt  five  o'clock  in  the  morninir,  to  hold  their  prayer- 
nice  tin'^  before  they  go  to  work.  Aitioml,^  so  many  thousands 
of  piulcssing  Chrisiinns,  who  had  but  recently  emerged  from  the 
influence  of  slavery,  we  had,  of  course,  frequent  ciills  for  the 
exercise  of  church  discipline  ;  but  still,  among  our  own  people, 
there  was  a  spirit  of  genuine  piety  which  was  truly  gratifying  to 
ivitness. 

Our  people  xnxt  also  remarkable  for  their  Christian  benevo- 
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lenee,  aooonling  to  tivir  incint.  In  proof  of  t]ili»  MO^f 
pletuig  intlimcM  migiit  be  gim,  both  of  indifiduil  lOcriiDe, 
and  of  vmted  efforU  in  the  eeuie  of  God.  B«tt  tlM  eueoai* 
toribed  liiniti  of  tbeee  memorialt  will  only  adnii  of  the 

following At  an  early  period  of  the  Mission,  the  Gospel  came 

with  power  to  the  heart  of  Miss  D  ,  n  respectable  female 

of  colour,  who  nsided  in  Kingstown.  At  tlu'  liinc  of  iier 
conversion  she  Imd  one  slave  named  Iktty,  u  iio  had  fa idi fully 
served  licr  for  many  years,  and  who  hnd  aUo  bitu  inanf  a 

partaker  of  the  saving  grace  of  dud.    Mii^  1)   resiolved 

to  pivc  old  Betty  her  freedom  ;  and  when  the  nrnnumifsion 
pnpers  wrrc  mntic  out,  she  ^ctu'rmi«i!y  prcsditc  d  ihein  to  her 
faithful  slave,  together  with  a  bonus  ui  thr^e  doubbons.  a!)Oiit 
tea  goioeas.   This  manifold  act  of  kiudness  stfected  old  Betty 
very  much,  and  she  burst  ioto  tenr^j,  excUiiDing,  "  O  mj  iker 
Missie,  me  tank  jou  too  much  ;  me  tank  jron  for  fiee,  me  taok 
yon  for  doubloon.    But,  Mitfic«  what  me  go  do  wid  all  di» 
nonejP    Me  nefaer  hab  to  mnch  money  in  ell  me  life!" 
'*  Do  what  yon  pfeaae  with  it,"  nid  her  noble-nunded  mialteM : 
"it  is  a  small  aelmowledgiBont  of  your  fiuthftil  eernees." 
"Then*"  said  poor  Betty,  "if  Misses  sey  me  nmf  do  what 
me  please  wid  de  nMoey,  die  ie  what  me  please  to  do  wid  it; 
me  want  to  take  to  dear  Masea  Minister,  and  ask  him  to  send 
it  to  de  great  Society  in  EngUiod,  to  kelp  to  aend  de  Gospel  to 
Africa,  dat  all  me  country  people  may  l>e  made  happy  same 
wa)  mc.'*     '*  Veiy  well,"  said  her  mistre?s.    She  actually 
brought  the  roone>*  to  tlu-  Miisionnry,  and  it  was  appropri&UHi 
according  to  her  de^iire.    Like  thi  p<x>r  widow  in  tlie  Gospol> 
she  j»ave  n\\  ^He  had,  fv*»Ti  nil  h*»r  living. 

For  n).i:iy  yn\n  pas',  ilu-  >i.  \  lurt ni*^  MiH^ion  Ims  been 
entirely  svlf'Supportin!; ;  liiui  \n  :u]tia:> hi  to  the  effort  required 
for  their  cfHcieot  sustentation,  and  for  the  erection  of  chapeli 
and  schools,  our  people  have  oome  fenrard  nobly  in  aid  of  the 
IQssioB  fund,  from  ymr  to  voar.  tii  connexion  with  etery 
station,  we  have  a  "  Branch  Mtsstooaiy  Society.'*  Missiooary 
Meetings  are  regnlatiy  held.  coUeeteea  employed,  and  the  nmal 
machiBciy  set  in  aK»tioo,  the  same  as  in  England*  The 
MiasiaMiy  Mectingi  in  Torkshire  and  Conwill  an  not  man 
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cnthnsiRstic  iu  their  character,  than  are  those  hold  among  the 
sable  sons  of  Ham,  in  the  West  Indies.  The  tiitancial  results 
may  be  seen  on  a  reference  to  the  published  Reports  of  the 
Society.  I  need  only  add  that,  daxing  the  last  year  I  spent 
in  St.  YinoeDt's,  the  subscriptions  noeifed  by  the  collectors, 
and  the  money  niaed  at  the  annivenaiy  meetings,  throughout 
the  island,  amounted  to  the  noble  sum  of  £620.  7«.  9d,  The 
cash  was  immediately  remitted  to  the  TVeanuers  of  the  Parent 
Society  in  England,  to  be  united  with  the  offeringa  of 
Britiab  Christians,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  the  Oospd  to 
benighted  heathen  nationa.  This  was  in  addition  to  their 
ordinaiy  contributions  for  the  support  of  the  work  among 
themseWes,  including  marriage  and  baptismal  offerings  to  the 
amount  of  £60  in  one  year,  in  the  Biabon  Circuit  alone,  for  the 
support  of  the  day  schools. 

The  people  are,  moreover,  very  susccptii^lc  of  excitement, 
espccialJy  when  n  little  humour  is  employed.    Returnitig  to 
St.  Vincent's  on  one  occasion,  after  an  absence  of  several  years, 
I  attended  a  Missionary  Meeting  at  Union.     I  was  struck 
with  the  great  change  which  had  taken  place  lu  the  condition 
of  the  people  in  the  interim,  and  adverted  to  the  subject  iu  ray 
address,  nearly  as  follows  :     i  am  glad  to  see  you,  my  friends, 
looking  so  comfortable  and  happy*   What  a  wonderful  change 
has  taken  place  in  your  circumstancea  rince  I  first  came  to 
preach  to  yon  I   Then  you  met  together  under  an  old  thatched 
ahed,  and  were  exposed  to  the  bleak  wind  and  pelting  rain ; 
now  yon  have  a  beautiful  chapel :  then  you  were  poor  slam ; 
now  you  are  all  free :  then  you  were  but  imperfectly  clothed 
with  f  eiy  homely  garments ;  now  you  all  appear  in  the  house 
of  God,  dressed  like  gentleman  and  ladies :  then  many  of  yon 
were  in  darkness  and  sin ;  now  you  walk  in  the  light  of  life* 
Tour  children  are,  moreover,  learning  to  read  the  Bible:  and  I 
see  them  with  their  hymn-books  in  theb  hands  to-day.  Now 
what  has  made  this  wonderfhl  change  ?   Is  it  not  the  Gospel  ? 
•*Tc8,  Massa  !  "  from  a  hundred  voices.  "  Aiui  the  Gospel  is  able 
to  do  the  same  for  ali  the  world  :  ana  it  h  your  duty  to  send 
it  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  *  Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  f^ve.' 
As  I  came  to  chapel  to-day,  I  saw  several  young  men  riding 
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tlicii-  own  horses,  jiltljoufili  ihvy  were  once  poor  slave*.  Now, 
it  appf  Jirs  to  mc  tlint  tho«=c  who  ride  their  own  hor*e?,  J'hould 
givr  at  l('n<;t  five  dollars  a  year  to  tlie  Missionnn"  £xK:ieiv,  in 
tok(Mi  of  tiuir  trnilitude  to  God  for  His  jroo<ltie«?.'*  1  lind 
sairerly  uttered  the  words,  when  a  gmart  younj:  blark  num 
inarched  up  the  aisle,  whip  in  hand,  and  threw  down  his  Ave 
dollars  on  the  tabk.  "  I  keep  nj  iKMrte,  Sir :  there  are  my  fiv« 
doUnrs."  Then  came  mother,  and  another ;  while  otheti 
pTomiacd  to  bring  their  coniribotiona  on- the  foUowtnf  day. 
I  continned :  That  ia  the  waj  to  do,  nj  fHendt : '  Honour  tlia 
Lord  with  jonr  aubatmoai  and  with  the  Int-lniita  of  all  jo«r 
incraaBe.'  Bnt  it  ia  not  only  tba  grntleinen  wbo  baft  beoi 
benefitted  by  tbe  Goapel ;  Uie  ladiea  alao  bate  been  efetated  by 
ita  infloenee.  I  tee  you  all  to^iay  neatly  dicaied,  and  aoM 
oarrying  their  paiaaola.  Xow,  it  appean  to  ne,  tbai  efciy 
paraaol  bdy  oogbt  to  givn  at  leaat  a  dollar  a  year,  to  aiaial  in 
aendiof^  the  Goapel  to  tbe  heathen.**  That  playlbl  remark  aho 
had  its  designed  effect,  and  we  had  a  ffood  collection  ;  and  the  re- 
sult of  mir  missionar)  ttfort  ;it  that  little  place  was  lil3.  16«.  S<f. 

1  liihniirrd  in  the  island  of  8t.  ^  iiuctit  four  yc.ir*.  at  two 
dilf  ffnt  [XT:'  d'.  which  liffurdrd  mc  ihr  opporl unit v  iif  virvrin^ 
the  work  iitHi'  r  difff^rcnt  n^pccts.  T\n^  portion  i  f  nnr  uii?*!^n- 
ary  mrcfr  niark«'d  In  mnny  rirh  spiritual  Mr-'^iiif^,  nr,<\  rx 
hip^  nifa!»ure  of  prospentv  and  happm(*>s  in  nur  uoik. 
also  had  our  trials,  privations,  and  sufferioga,  in  conunoa  witk 
other  faithful  Mrra&ta  of  the  Ixird  Jesus. 

On  karing  St.  Vincent's  the  first  time,  the  vessel  in  wlucb  we 
aailed  waa  wrecked,  in  working  ont  of  tbe  barbonr;  a  dresaH 
atance  concerning  which  a  few  peasing  remarks  may  be  ma4c^ 
illuatnitiva  of  tbe  diacomfarta  of  niaaloDaty  bib  in  Ibmcr  tiaMa» 
before  ateamera  were  plying  among  tbe  iabmda.  It  waa  oa 
Toeadaj,  tbe  SUtb  of  Jaonaiy,  1$99,  that  I  embarked  on  board 
Ibe  achoooer  "Haidee,*'  at  Calliaqna,  in  company  witb  mj 
dear  wife,  and  tbe  Ber.  Ifcaara  CnOingfeid,  Crane,  1lai8des» 
and  BlaekweU.  We  were  bonnd  Ibe  THnidad,  to  wUeb  ialand 
I  waa  appointed,  and  wbera  oar  annnal  INatrkt  Heeling  wan 
to  be  held.  We  weisrhed  anebor,  never  more  eomforftible  in 
our  Hf rangeiucut^,  or  more  huppy  m  prospect  of  the  future ; 
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4>iU  we  had  not  proceeded  many  himdred  yards»  and  bad 
mrceiy  loanded  the  poiiii»  when  the  vessel  struck  upon  a  conl 
leef,  and  in  one  abort  hour  was  oompleteiy  daahed  to  pieoee^ 
-and  our  luggage  acattered  in  ereiy  direction*  Aa  the  wmk 
'Oeewtred  in  the  day-time^  and  within  sight  of  the  ahippiog  in 
the  harbour,  assistance  waa  promptly  rendeiedi  and  no  U?ea 
•trers  lost,  for  which  we  felt  truly  thankful. 

My  dear  wife,  being  the  only  female  on  board,  waa  the  fiiat 
lifted  into  a  boat  which  came  to  our  rescue,  and  the  brethren 
lollovvtU.    Being  able  to  swim,  I  did  not  feel  anxious  about 
and  therefore  remained  on  the  wreck  till  all  the  rest 
were  safe.    Last  of  all  I  juuiptd  into  a  boat  where  my  friend 
^Captain  Eadfcrd  had  kindly  tuketi  charge  of  Mrs.  Moiski,  who, 
I  waa  thankful  to  lind,  was  wonderfully  sustained  in  the  hour  of 
peril.    The  boat  in  which  we  sat  moved  oil,  and  we  were  taken 
by  the  Captain  on  board  his  ship  **  Jane  and  Barbara.**  With 
jieculiar  feelings  we  watched  until  sunset  the  efforts  made  by 
the  boatmen  to  save  our  luggage  and  other  property  $  some  of 
which  was  carried  on  board  the  ships  in  the  harbour,  and  some 
-on  shore.    Most  of  our  boxes  and  trunks  were  saved  Irom  the 
wreck,  although  pilfering  had  taken  place,  amidst  the  confusion* 
•to  a  eonddemble  extent.   £?ery  thing  we  had  was  more  or  less 
•damaged,  being  saturated  with  salt  water,  as  it  was  taken  oat 
of  the  sinking  vessel ;  and  we  were  left  without  a  single  article 
'Of  dry  linen,  or  change  of  raiment,  but  truly  thankful  for  life. 

On  the  moroing  of  the  following  day  we  engaged  another 
vessel,  collected  our  damaged  luggage,  snd  in  the  afternoon 
embarked  once  more,  trusting  in  that  Qod  who  bad  hitherto 
been  our  preserver  in  the  hour  of  danger.  During  the  next 
night,  whilst  sailing  aloni;  to  the  leeward  of  a  number  of  little 
lucky  islets,  we  were  expu^cd  to  still  nioie  iminiuent  danger, 
through  the  carelessness  of  the  Ciipiaiu  and  sailors,  who  wexc 
chiefly  iSpaniard?,  and  most  of  them  intoxicated.  We  were 
wiliiin  a  few  yards  of  the  breakers  when  1  made  the  discuvcry, 
and  insisted  on  the  vessel  being  kept  off,  and,  by  the  provideu<» 
of  (jod,  just  escaped  a  second  wreck,  and  ultimately  reached 
•the  place  of  our  destination  in  safety. 

On  my  second  appointment  to  St.  Vincent's,  I  was  happy  to 
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find  that  ^nt  improTenumi  hnd  taken  place  iu  cverv  ilepart- 
Tiinit  of  the  work,  ibroQ?h  the  inMromcnlalitv  of  niv  dear 
brethren  who  had  occupied  ihe  Mission  in  th"  interim.  The 
following  brief  notices  of  the  resprrtive  sUtious  comprised  in 
the  three  Ciicuiu  ioto  which  the  iiUnd  u  now  dirickd,  may  be 
intcfMtuig  to  the  Christian  iMider. 

KnietTowN  is  not  onlj  the  oefiita]  of  Ihe  eolooj,  bnl  Ihe  head 
of  Ihe  eentral  Ciroiiit  Here  we  hnre  a  comiDodiooe  md  cle» 
gni  ebepel,  Ihe  front  of  which  it  built  of  poliehed  iloBe,  ead 
tte  other  perte  of  hewn  etone  tad  briek.  It  it  en  omnieni  to 
the  town,  ee  well  ee  e  noble  monnoMnt  of  the  liberelitj  end  seel 
of  onr  people.  It  wneeraeled  ml840etecaelof  ebottt£7,000« 
nader  the  raperintendeoee  of  Ihe  Ber.  John  CnUiogford  i  end» 
being  finttiahed  with  gelleriea,  will  eaet  neeriy  two  thontend 
pertoni.  It  Itgeaerenj  wed  attended  by  a  respeetible  end  in- 
telligent congregation,  ehiellyof  bleek  end  eohwred  penons. 
It  is  a  delightfuJ  sight  to  behold  this  spacious  edifice  crowdi^i 
with  attentire  bearcn  of  the  word  of  Go<l ;  ;ind  while  minisirr- 
ing  to  them  I  have  often  wi<hi  il  that  the  friends  of  Mi?«iion«t  in 
Knel-'ind  eoidd  witness  their  (1>  votions.  In  rouuexion  with  this 
sUUuii,  liftfc  also  a  ^<>tl  day  school  for  iht*  trainin:;  i»r  thf* 
rising  generation,  in  f<)rinrr  time^  tlu-  kiiiir^town  Socu  tv  wa> 
rich  in  holy  7Cftlons  nieiii!M  r-.  w  ho  \vi  n-  fr IhnwheliK'p*  to  the 
Missionaries  in  the  good  work.  One  timy  i»tiii  bear  bonourable 
nation  mnde  of  the  chnracter  and  labours  of  Ann  Clexton,  the 
eister  of  Mrs.  Liil\  white,  both  the  daughten  of  Mr.  Ciaxton. 
who  first  welcomed  Dr.  Coke  to  the  iaiend ;  elao  of  Meiguel 
(TFlahc  riy.  Harriet  QenUwr,  end  othm»  who  hete  long  einee 
been  celled  lo  their  nward. 

Caluaqva  k  e  eonaiderahle  viUege  thiee  ailee  from  Ki^e- 
town,  on  the  fond  to  the  windward  port  of  the  iabnd.  Br.  Coke 
pfeMhed  hen  on  the  oeeerien  of  one  of  hie  Tieiti;  end  the 
eenee  of  God  look  deep  root  in  thii  neighbsnrhood  el  en  enr^ 
pevied.  On  bang  appdnled  to  thie  atnlion  in  188?,  the 
nttendenee  et  the  chepel  beeen»  eo  huge  the!  it  wm  neeeiieiy 
toenlar^  the  bnihiiiig  by  an  eddiiion  of  twenty  fset  to  ita  length.* 

*  MuAiuuai'ivs  Late  frtt}uc&tl)f  la  act  #a  *rrltif«^t  Mn4  ^npTintrR^f^lt  of 
irorL^  uichi*  the  crttiimi  ind  cnUr^emcsl  %»(  viMft^  la  Mioiituw  to  iWir 


CHAP.  IV* — TEX  IBLAliD  OF  ST.  VINCENT. 


Thirty-four  p«ws  were  put  np  in  Uie  neir  porl^  wbloh  were  iii^ 
mediately  let ;  and  tbe  prooeedi  of  tbe  cbapel  wen  inercttaad  by 
J80  per  ammiD,  although  the  enlargement  and  improvements 
only  oost  £850.   Such  was  the  npidity  with  whidi  the  oongre* 

gation  increased  afterwards,  that  it  became  necess^  to  make  a 
second  enlargement.  This  was  judiciously'  (  ifccti  d  under  the 
•direction  of  my  esteemed  successor,  the  Rev.  John  Lee.  Several 
feet  were  added  to  the  width  of  the  building,  so  that  it  is  now 
a  spacious  place  of  worbliip,  and  will  seat  nearly  a  thousand 
people.  Tt  is  n;enerally  well  nttciukd,  and  there  is  an  ezceiknt 
day  school,  taught  by  an  inUUiiicut  native  teacher. 

Calder  was  the  original  name  of  an  important  station  aboat 
four  miles  from  Caliiaqua,  and  seven  from  Kingstown.  Its 
name  is  derived  firom  tbe  estate  in  connexion  with  which  the 
irst  cbapel  waa  bnilt,  and  an  excellent  day  school  estab* 
lisbed,  several  years  ago.  The  chapel  was  a  spacious  frame 
building,  calculated  to  accommodate  about  eight  hundred  people; 
and  being  eeutnl  to  n  popolons  district,  it  waa  geoetally  weQ 
atlended.  I  have  a  very  pleasant  recolleetion  of  many  happy 
oeasons  in  Pivine  worship.  Christian  fellowship,  and  social  in- 
tercourse with  Christian  friends  at  this  station.  The  Intereslo 
of  tme  religion  and  the  progress  of  the  Temperance  movement 
were  greatly  aided  and  promoted  at  this  pUice  by  the  Hon.  Ha^ 
BI*])owal  Grant,  who  waa  fbr  manyyeare  the  respected  Attorney 
of  the  "  Trust  Estates/'  of  which  Calder  was  one.  This  Chris- 
tian  gentleman  was  always  icndy  to  stand  by  the  Missionaries, 
and  to  take  a  part  with  tiiera  ia  their  efforts  to  promote  the  real 
welfare  of  the  people.  In  cases  of  necessity  he  has  frequently 
himself  addressed  our  congregations  on  the  vital  truths  of  the 

toral  duties.    In  this  iiistnnce,  n  piece  of  engineering  wai  performed  which 
eicited  great  interest  at  the  time.    Having  cut  through  the  plate  and  ^Wl  of 
the  buildiujj;,  we  <1rew  thp  end  to  its  appointed  place  by  means  of  a  cnuplc 
of  rujH:8,  without  takuig  itduwa  ;  and  the  pieces  of  framework  which  formed 
•the  eaUrgeoieat,  haviog  been  previouslj  prepared,  were  fixed  ia  their  placet 
Am  same  day;  and  Hhm  a  eoaaidcnbk  laring  of  both  time  and  opcnae  «raa 
•fibeied.  Notwitiuttaodiog  the  ftam  of  the  people,  the  plaa  soeeeeded  adaii* 
tiaUy;  and  ao  great  wae  their  aetooiehnieat  when  they  aev  pert  ofthe  ehi^ 
Mving  iOently  along,  that  they  ddaimed  one  to  aMiher,  "Maun  HinSettt 
know  ebeiy  tini^  te  trnn." 
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Gospel,  which  he  so  wall  understands.  John  Panoni,  £m|^  »' 
|N0«8  pitnter,  is  also  a  zealous  Local  Preacher  in  connexion  with 
mr  dmroSi  at  tkk  plaee.  I  tlwmy  found  hit  hmtt  rad  hit- 
kmw  open  to  ontortasn,  io  tke  mott  hoapiuble  maimer,  ihb  aer- 
mli  of  thftliord.  Giioainstaoeea  kKnag  mdacd  it  neetnaiy 
to  evMl  a  new  dnpd  for  tbo  aoeoMmodatioii  of  oar  GiMcr  ooo« 
gregatioii,  on  an  emiaanoo  aev  Um  ooatt,  with  a  now  naina,  va 
•liall  henoHbrtfa  baar  of  tbia  atotm  aa  Mouat  Coka*  ao  oillad 
in  lumottr  of  tha  vrfeiad  fooadar  of  oar  Wcat  ladia  Miiaioaa. 
The  new  ebapel  waa  dedicated  on  tbe  6tli  of  ISei.  ia  aoo* 
ucjLion  with  the  celebration  of  tlie  Jubilee  of  the  Miaiioaaiy 
Society  ;  aiul  the  Lieutenant  Ooremor  of  the  island  and  aefOial 
members  of  the  Legislature  attended  the  opcnia;^  services. 

Marrtaqva  is  au  interestin:^  out  station,  in  the  midst  of  a 
dense  poptilalioti,  in  a  beautiful  and  piflures(juc  vaikv  n:"  tlint 
name.  A  neat  litllc  rhnpel  wn«  prrcted  hen'  ilurlnsf  my  -^c  roiid 
residence  in  the  i-'hiiul  in  I'^i  t  ;  it  has  jrenenilly  Wn\  hik*i  with 
an  attentive  con^rej^ation.  We  hare  no  resident  Minister  at 
tlua  place,  but  an  excellent  day  school  is  in  ai^TC  operation. 

Oxoiei  Towa  ta  a  cooaidenible  tiUage  at  the  foot  of  tha 
Souffrif^rc  mountain,  on  tha  wiadward  side  of  the  island.  It  ia 
iitaaled  in  the  district  known  as  the  **  Carib  Country,"  an  cxtea« 
iif^aad  fiartUa  tiaei,  aad  the  only  piaee  of  level  land  ia  tlie  cotef. 
Oar  itatioa  waa  origiaalfy  at  Ifooat  Toaair*  where  the  people 
wavahipped  in  a  niaenble  thatched  ahed,  which  they  ealltd  a 
ihapel.  near  the  taaaeL  In  1S87  thia  wiatehad  pbee  waa  d^ 
aoiiAed  hy  a  gale  of  wtad,  and  wa  reaiovad  oar  ealabliihwwal 
to  George  Towa,  wheia  wa  have  wow  a  good  eabetBatial  eloaa 
ihapel,  feraHhed  with  gelleries,  aod  (»pahle  of  aeaoaiMdatiaf 
aearly  a  thnaaeiid  people.  The  lot  of  land  waa  proewd,  and 
tha  Ibuadation  of  the  chapel  laid,  by  the  bite  Rer.  J.  Culling- 
ford ;  and  the  building  was  raised  under  the  direHioa  of  hia 
successor,  the  Into  Her.  W.  Bannister.  By  recent  arranirvnrnt, 
George  Tow  n  \^  not  (.nly  the  \ihvc  of  residence  for  a  Miiusier. 
but  the  head  of  the  Windward  Circuit. 

U!CTO?f  is  *iiiiati-<l  in  a  nurrow  \ alley  alwiit  thm-  miles  from 
Biabou,  and  hn*  ^wn  an  inierrstini:  station  f<j|-  manv  veart. 
IHviae  wonhip  waa  fonaeriy  cottducted  under  a  fhatnhad  ahe^ 
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"  which  stood  h%  the  side  of  tlip  river,  and  nearly  surrounded  by 
the  stre.im.  ^\  c  luive  now  n  commodious  and  substantial  chapel, 
which  will  accommodate  about  six  hundred  persons.  As  it  oc- 
cupies nearly  the  same  site  as  the  old  shed,  the  situation  is  not 
the  moet  desinibie ;  but  no  better  place  could  be  obtained  at  the 
tinie.  It  was  erected  in  1840,  under  the  superintendence  of  tho 
Be?.  W.  Baniiistery  and  is  well  attended  by  the  labouring  popu* 
lation  of  the  aanoanding  estates.  Webave  no  resident  Minister 
on  this  station ;  btit  we  succeeded  in  establishing  a  day  school 
soon  after  the  erection  of  the  chapel,  notwithstanding  some  op- 
position  with  which  we  had  at  first  to  contend  from  the 
remaining  pnjudices  against  edneation. 

BiABOV  was  formeriy  the  head  of  the  Windward  Circuit,  and 
as  such  for  many  years  appeared  on  the  list  of  principal  stations  • 
hut  it  has  recently  been  placed  in  a  secondary  position,  to  meet 
the  armn [foments  required  by  chans^e  of  circumstances.  The 
Mission-I louse  and  chapel  occupy  an  elLvated  and  luiiiaiiLic  situ- 
ation oil  .1  buld  promontory  facint]^  the  bca.  The  prospect  iu 
every  direction  is  of  a  chnrinin;^  cliaracter.  At  a  considerable 
distance  in  the  vast  expansive  ocean,  may  be  h^ccn  several  of  the 
Greiiadiiii  ?,  with  their  ch;ilky  clill's  glittering  iu  tlu;  sun  ;  whilo 
on  the  coast  of  St.  Vincent  a  line  of  milk-white  foam  is  con- 
stantly seen  on  either  hand,  as  the  mighty  waves  perpetually 
break  on  the  rocky  sirand  ^  beyond  which  appear,  in  strikiiitg 
contrast,  numerous  buildings,  extenaive  fields  of  sugar-cane, 
tropical  trees,  and  towering  mountains,  with  the  narrow  road 
winding  along  a  most  precipitous  course.  There  is  a  small  bay 
at  Biabou,  where  vessels  anchor  to  land  stores  and  take  in  pro> 
duce ;  but  it  is  very  dangerous,  and  during  our  residence  there 
we  frequently  saw  boats  upset  and  vessels  dashed  to  pieces  on 
the  rodcs  near  our  dwelliag.  This  station  stands  quite  isolated ; 
but  although  unconnected  with  any  village,  it  is  situated  in  tho  • 
neighbonrbood  of  ssTcnd  large  estates,  and  the  public  services 
are  well  attended.  The  chapel  is  a  strong  frame  building,  and 
will  seat  about  four  hundred  persons.  A  day  school  is  taught 
here  also,  which  has  been  made  a  blessing  to  the  neighbourhood. 

CUATEADBELLAIR  is  DOW  the  head  of  the  Leeward  Circuit. 
It  stands  at  the  foot  of  the  Souffricrc  mouuloia,  on  the  leeward 
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side  of  the  island,  find  is  central  to  a  hr^e  popoUtion*  Tbe 
chapei  ba«  been  enlarged  and  improved,  and  will  now  ncBOMMO- 
date  a  congregation  of  tbout  eight  hundrod  penont.  Hm 
Miafion-Uouse  abo  is  n  commodious  residence,  having  been 
mently  movated  and  put  in  good  repair,  and  a  day  schooi^is 
in  notivo  operation.  The  mident  Minister  vitita  Hope  Moal 
md  other  plneet,  tmfelling  lieqnaiitly  by  water  in  a  email  boat 
or  eanoe,  ekpoeed  to  oootiderable  deafer  s  but  hitherto  the  Loid 
hae  giadondy  premnred  Hie  eervanle. 

Babrowallii  ie  an  ancient  TiUage  abo  on  tkeleawardoonak* 
central  to  a  nanber  of  large  engar  aetatee»  and  abont  ten  aolee 
Aron  Kingstown.  It  is  favoimd  with  a  reeident  Minisier,  a 
good  ehapel  which  will  seat  about  fi?e  hundred  persons*  and  n 
prosperous  c];ty  hIiooI,  notwithstanding  iitc  difficultica  with 
which  it  iwis  hail  to  contend. 

Imyoi  ij>  u  ueat  little  villupe  nt  the  foot  of  n  fertile  volley,  in 
whicii  lire  §!t»at*'d  si-vcni!  Inrgf  estates,  nbuuL  luur  roilet  from  the 
capital.  No  bUtioQ  m  liie  jsiaiui  iwis  a  more  inti-ri'sting  mb* 
sionary  hi««tory  than  this  ;  but  wunt  of  «pace  forbids  our  entering 
into  particulars.  Preucbiug  was  first  cottiuicnced  in  ihc  Iioum 
of  Harriet  Gardner, — a  **  mother  in  Israel/'  who  was  a  faithful 
helper  of  the  Miasionaries  in  their  good  work.  Tbe  burnmne 
of  1 83 1  dcpHTrft  her  of  all  her  property ;  bnt  ehe  was  faithful 
unto  (icatli.  During  the  cholera  of  1854  nearly  averjr  lieadv 
died;  but  their  plarae  have  been  stt|^iied  by  otharai  and  Uie  work 

eUUgmon.  Aeobetantialchapel  waaeraetedhenin  18S9  hgr 
the  late  Be? .  John  Blaekw^  and  a  diy  aehool  haa  fcr  eaaM  tiaw 
been  in  aetiva  opemtion. 

The  ieiand  of  8t.  Yineeat  la  thna  nearly  eneiraled  wilk  n 
i^iain  of  MieHon  8tationa»  awl  althongh,  in  ooeunoii  wilk  other 
Weet  India  Mieeiotte.  the  eanee  hm  anffeiod  nHnh  fimn  tha 
larages  of  cholera,  eontiiiaed  and  ezeeadre  drought,  and  lligh* 
Chureh  inHucncr.  we  still  number,  tJkree  Cimtil*^  $ur  Miuiom^ 
arieM^  eleven  eknpeU^  fi/tf^itro  other  prm,./,infj  plntfm,  Mnw 
tkoH%crtd  church  mrifiitr^^  nine  hniuirtti  $cJto44tri,  mmd  (em  imm* 
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THE  ISL&KJ)  OF  GBENABA. 

Tbe  Grenadines^ — Appearauce  of  Grcna  h  S(  ttlcd  by  the  French — War  oi 
Eitermiuation — Cnptiinul  by  the  EiiL'lish — Towns  and  Villages — 
Aspect  of  the  Country — I'opulation — Hciigion  and  Morals — Wealeyan 
Miaaious — Dr.  Coke's  VUita — Frogreu  of  the  Work — Mi&sioaary  Tour 
romdflM  Idani—^S&MtUoii— Native  Ageucy^Chritliaii  JAciditgr— 
MiMioii  Stali<iiu^8t  Gcoi|{i^t^Woliiira— Conttastuw--lA  Bigre — 
Cvmooo. 

In  sailing  from  St.  Vinoent's  to  Grenada,  tlie  course  lies 
directly  to  leeward  of  a  nnmber  of  romantic  little  islands  called 
the  Grenadines ;  the  principal  of  which  are  BeqDia»  Baliaeaii, 
Moetiqne,  Gonouan^  Union,  Ganiacan,  and  Isle  de  Bonde. 
These  are  inhabited  by  planters^  small  farmers,  fishermen,  and 
labourers,  who  number  upwards  of  eight  thousand;  and 
wonid  afford  a  useful  sphere  of  labour  for  a  Hissionaiy,  could 
one  be  appointed  to  itinerate  among  them.  We  haTe  a  few 
flrareh  members  resident  in  some  of  them,  who  have  been  occa- 
sionally Tisitcd  by  a  Minister ;  but  the  state  of  the  Society's 
funds  have  not  hitherto  waiTantcd  the  commencement  of  a  new- 
Mission  iii  tiuiL  portion  of  the  great  field.  The  Grenadines  be- 
long in  part  to  the  government  of  St.  Vincent's,  and  in  part  to 
that  of  Grenada ;  and  are  duly  represented  in  their  respective 
Houses  of  Asscmlily.  \\  lien  sailing:  alont^  in  line  weather  in 
sight  of  tliese  lovciy  little  green  spots,  surrounded  l>y  the  deep 
blue  sea,  the  prospect  presented  to  the  view  is  one  of  exquisite 
^beauty,  and  would  afford  an  appropriate  subject  for  the  pencil 
'Of  the  artist,  or  the  son^  of  the  poet. 

On  making  the  isUind  of  Grenada,  the  aspect  of  the  western 
'Ooast  is  somewhat  barren  and  dreary,  the  shore  being  of  a  lockj 
and  rugged  eharaeter,  and  the  highlands  covered  with  trees  and 
taishwood  of  stunted  growth.  When  the  vessel  jnooeeda  a 
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liitlA  fiitlisr,  however,  the  prospect  improm;  tbe  lovdjaatl 
fertile  T$lky  of  Duquesne  opeot  to  tbe  view ;  the  oeet  lilile  vil- 
lages of  8iuiteiin»  Grand'-Pova,  and  Goujave  aie  eeea;  and 
mmieroni  estates,  with  highly  cultivated  laiidi,  lie  extended 

before  the  eye  of  the  voyager.  On  rounding  a  projecting  point 
of  land,  the  harboar  ami  town  of  St.  Georjrc  j-iuldcul)  I'urst 
upon  tlic  view;  and  whether  you  comu  to  anchor  in  the  b«y,  or 
go  round  to  tlio  Cjimnge,  the  prospect  is  one  of  jirculiar  Inauiv. 
The  tuivii  li  buill  ou  rising  ground,  anU  la  mth  l>y  tUc  dlr<iu^cc 
to  ermit  advaota^ce.  It  forms  a  grand  ninpluiheatre,  not  of 
raountaiui*  merely,  l)ut  of  fttrect^.  niu!  mau-^ions,  and  guriinis, 
int«'rspfT«ed  witli  rocoa-nut  and  other  tropiral  irres  of  richest 
green,  in  the  distance,  towering  alrave  the  wboic,  iiiny  1m»  seen 
Kichmond  Hill,  with  its  fortifications  and  barracks,  on  the  ooe 
hand,  and  Uospiial  Hill,  with  its  ruined  battery,  on  the  other. 
The  town  is  <livided  into  two  compaKnents  hy  an  elevated 
ridga,  which  termtnatcs  with  Fort  George,  on  a  narrow  procMNi* 
tory  &dng  the  sea ;  and  altogether  the  view  from  the  ^'^'fpig 
in  the  haiiMmi  is  of  n  ohanniiig  ehancter, 

I  had  piovioiislj  vinted  the  iaUnd  at  diffennt  timca^  when  ott 
Wadnead^r,  the  lOih  of  March,  1841, 1  arrived  in  the  colony, 
to  take  up  my  reaidenee  wmmg  the  people,  having  hem  ap- 
pooiled  to  the  atatioa  hj  the  precediflf  Conference,  We  were 
kindly  received  by  the  Bav.  John  Wood,  my  worthy  predeoesaor, 
and  his  excellent  wife,  who  were  about  to  proceed  to  Kaxlaod  ; 
sind  we  entered  upon  our  labours  with  a  pleasing  prospect  of 
succfS!*.  Jirlun-  1  p''uct:i;d  to  rtialc  the  p«uLuiii.*rs  iJuauLVltd 
wiiit  the  ri-sf  and  |ir  >sfre«f  of  uur  Mission,  and  of  my  |>fnona[ 
labours  whik  re-ulr m  m  lln-  inland,  1  tukc  lioerty  oi  prtM  nt« 
in^^  to  the  rrnder  a  Unci  hulorical  and  d^chpiiic  sketch  of  this 
lowly  count rv. 

Tl«e  i».l.ind  of  <ircn  uia  is  siitiateti  m  Ulitude  1*2*  30'  north, 
and  longitude  -Ju  west.  It  is  the  most  soutiicrly  of  tht^ 
Antille  s,  or  the  last  of  tbe  range  of  islands  generally  denominated 
the  Cunbbees,  and  liea  only  eighty  miles  distant  from  Trinidad 
and  the  ijptMsh  Main.  It  was  diacorered  by  Columbus  duriif^ 
hia  third  voyafrc  in  1498.  and  was  lonod  to  be  inhabited  by  » 
wailikn  lioe  of  Garihab  whoa  the  Bpaaiards  left  in  quiet  posaai 
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fionof  tbeir  conntiy,  without  attempting  to  form  any  settlement 

amoncj  them. 

la  the  yenr  1650,  the  restless  and  nmbilious  Dii  Parquet, 
Governor  of  Martinique,  fitted  out  an  expedition  against  the  island, 
consist inr^  of  about  two  hundred  adventurers,  whom  he  caused 
to  r<^reivc  the  Holy  Sacrament  before  they  embarked  on  their 
entci  pi  i'^p  of  cnielty  and  blood.  On  the  arrival  of  the  French 
in  firt  nada  they  erected  n  cross,  and  iierformcd  some 

superstitious  ceremony,  as  if  to  sanctify  the  work  of  destruction 
on  which  they  were  bent.  To  their  aurpriae,  however,  the  in- 
Toders  were  reoeived  by  the  poor  natives  with  a  degree  of 
civility  which  caused  them  to  alter  their  plan  of  proceeding;  and 
tber  entered  into  negotiationa  for  the  purchase  of  the  countij, 
instead  of  taking  it  by  force,  Aoeording  to  their  own  hiatorian» 
Bu  Tertre,  ''They  fi^ve  some  knives,  hateheta,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  glaaa  beads,  besides  two  bottles  o£.  brandy  for  tlie 
Chief  himself ;  and  thus  tbeialand  was  fairly  ceded  by  the  natiTea 
themselves,  to  the  Fieneh  nation  in  lawful  purohaae." 

The  Caribs,  however,  appear  to  have  looked  upon  the 
batehets,  knives,  beads,  and  brandy,  aa  a  mere  present;  for 
they  absolutely  refused  to  surrender  their  country  to  the 
strangers.  This  refusal  gave  occasion  to  one  of  the  most  cmA 
wars  of  extermination  which  stains  the  pa^cs  of  the  early  history 
of  colonization.  Tlie  natives  were  massacred  by  scores  and 
hundreds  ;  and  although  they  offered  a  jnost  vigorous  resistance, 
they  were  ovcrpowrrerl  l)y  thr  destrnctivc  influence  .of  powder 
and  ball,  and  their  enemies  prevailed.  In  one  of  their  raids  the 
Preneh  found  eighty  Caribs,  who  had  taken  refuge  on  a  liiirU 
promontory  overhanging  the  ocean.  They  were  immediately 
put  to  the  sword,  when  one  half  of  them  were  cruelly  murdered, 
and  the  rest  threw  themselves  headlong  down  the  precipice  and 
perished  in  the  sea.  On  another  occasion,  a  beautiful  Carib  girl 
was  taken  captive,  and  became  an  object  of  dispute  between  two 
oflicers,  when  a  third  officer  came  up,  and  deliberately  ahot  her 
throngh  the  head,  to  put  an  end  to  the  affair  1 

Having  entirely  deatroyed  the  aboriginal  inbabitanta,  tha 
9teneh  quarrelled  among  themael? ea»  and  a  eivil  war  ensued,  ia 
which  many  lives  were  kat.  When  peace  waa  in  some  meaanm 
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yeitond,  «  Gof«nior  wm  mhI  out  (Tom  Fhym;  hoi  be  aoM 
with  radi  deqwtie  aatliority  that  be  wee  Mepeeched»  tried, 
teined,  end  cseentod  fagr  a  paHj  of  oolottile  eo  eompktelj 
illitnela  thet  only  one  |Mfeott  waa  fovod  aaiQQg  (haai  wkm 
oould  write  iue  own  name.  FSl^  yeait  after  tbe  amfal  of  tha 
Tkendi,  the  ooloiij  oooeiated  oqI;  of  fifty-one  wbilea  and  fil^-chna 
free  blacka  and  pctaona  of  ookmr,  and  fite  Imndred  and  twen^ 
fife  Negro  ebifce;  while  the  cultifation  was  limited  to  two 
plantations  of  sugnr,  aud  tlfty-iwo  of  indigo,  witii  a  few  acrea 
o\  provision  grounds. 

Hitherto  the  culwiiv  oi  Greiiada  had  been  lield  as  ]iri\  ite  pro- 
perty by  Count  de  Orillnr  ;  l)ut  in  171-^  it  was  ni.uic  owt  to 
the  Frcnrh-African  Wcbi  India  Company,  to  wljom  it  cx)nliuued 
to  Ijclong  till  that  body  was  dissolv«-d,  wficn  it  btcamc  the  pro* 
perly  of  the  crown.  I  iider  thvsv  now  urrungonicnts  a  contider- 
able  degree  of  proa^jxTity  waa  realimi.  In  176i,  however,  tbe 
island  was  oeptoied  by  tbe  Eoglish ;  and  by  a  tree^  of  peace  in 
tbe  following  year.  Grenada  and  its  dependenciei  were  ceded  in 
perpetiittgr  to  the  British  crowiu  In  tbe  eontae  of  tbe  mxi  war, 
however,  in  1779,  tbe  Fitneb  ottoe  BK>rB  became  raastcrs  of  tbe 
iibnd;andit  ranaiacd  in  tbeir  poeeeenon  tiU  im^wbenii 
ivaa  finally  taeloiad  to  oe  bj  an  artida  in  tba  tieati  for  ganaial 
peaee  between  Great  Britain,  Fianoe,  8pain»  and  Aaeriea. 

▲  few  yean  after  tbe  eobmy  came  into  tbe  pniieeeion  of  tba 
Britjib  it  waa  vtetled  hj  an  awfnl  peitilenee,  a  pLu^^tie  of  anlib  a 
deeimetife  borrieane,  a  cif0  war,  and  a  finnine,  in  rapid  eneeea* 
aioD,  wbieh  gn  atly  retarded  its  prosperity,  and  iHucb  deserre  a 
passing  notice^  Tbe  pestilence  was  in  tbe  form  of  epidemic 
yellow  fever,  and  huriitd  several  tliousands  04it  of  time  m\Q 
et<  riiii\ .  This  Knd  scarcely  subsided  w  ht  n  there  came  the  pi^tpia 
of  ants.  ThtfeC  dv>triii  liule  rri;iturvi.  aj)jx'arfyl  in  comitli'^s 
number?,  and  hud  wa>lr  rwry  ♦»uj;ar  plantation  within  a  radiu-i 
of  twenty  mile?,  nnd  tiitraU'nrd  nltimatt  ly  to  oviTruu  llic  nhoLo 
ishind.  hx  ry  atlLiiij)t  ni;ui«.-  by  liu-  planten»  to  put  a  ?>lop  to 
thiir  ra%ttgt«>  pp  vid  irx  ib  ctuai ;  and  such  was  tbe  goaerml  con- 
st^iuition,  tbat  a  reward  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  waa  oAnd 
by  the  Government  to  {he  individual  who  should  discoterM 
dTietaat  lanwdy  far  tba  afiL  80  libvai  an  ote  iadaoad  nMngr 
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to  tiy  tlwir  utmott  to  destroy  the  nnts,  and  although  all  sae* 
ceeded  partially,  yet  nona  gpined  the  prize ;  since  the  destraotaon 
of  a  few  myriads  a?ailed  little^  their  places  being  immediately 
anpplied  by  others.  Bangea  of  burning  charcoal  profed  veiy 
deatmetive,  as  the  invadera  blmdly  pressed  fonrard  in  their 
march,  and  were  roasted  to  death ;  bat  their  numhera  were  so 
▼ast  that  they  soon  eitinguished  the  fire,  and  the  rear  of  tho 
swarms  passed  scatheless  over  the  obstruction.  The  roads  were 
literally  covered  with  them  for  miles  together,  so  that  the  print 
of  the  horse's  foot,  in  passing  through  them,  was  covered  iu  aa 
instant  by  the  surrounding  multitudes. 

The  inliabitnnts  were  ultimately  relieved  from  this  scourge 
by  the  next  visitation,  which  was  that  of  an  appalling  hurricane. 
Many  houses  were  laid  in  ruins,  and  plantations  uprooted  by 
the  violence  ot  the  tempest  ;  but  at  tiie  same  time  the  ants* 
nests  were  exposed  to  the  deluge  of  rain  which  followed,  and 
the  swarms  perished ;  so  that  the  island  was  relieved  from  the 
plague  of  the  sugar  ant. 

Instead  of  gratitude  to  God  for  this  deliverance  there  arose 
among  the  French  residents  a  spirit  of  anarchy ;  and  the  country 
was  embroiled  in  a  civil  war,  the  particulars  of  which  are 
acaroely  worthy  of  detail.  These  painAil  circnmatancea^  together 
with  the  fiimine  that  followed,  eansed  a  considemble  decrease  in 
the  popnlation;  and  it  waa  not  until  the  commencement  of  tho 
piesent  oentniy  that  the  island  began  to  recover,  in  ita  agricnl- 
tnral  and  commercial  interests,  from  tho  Tariooa  calamitiea 
which  it  had  been  called  to  experience. 

There  is  nothing  very  remarkable  in  character  of  the  towns 
and  villages  of  Grenada.  St.  George's  is  the  capital  of  the 
colony,  tho  appearance  of  which,  from  the  shipping  in  the 
harbour,  has  already  been  described.  It  is  a  neat  and  respect- 
able town,  with  a  popnlation  of  about  five  thousand.  When 
first  erected,  the  houses  were  built  chiefly  of  wood ;  but  a 
destnictive  fire,  in  1771,  reduced  them  to  a  heap  of  ruins. 
After  this  they  were  re-bnilt  more  generally  of  stone  and  brick, 
and  sevi  r;il  of  them  are  now  of  a  substantial  character.  The 
places  of  worship,  the  Court-house,  and  the  QoTcrnment-house 
especially,  are  superior  buildings.  A  new  maricetphouse  has 
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b<Tn  erected  on  one  isidc  of  a  spacious  square,  surrounded  by 
bcautitnl  «lmuy  lues,  whirli  h  nn  ornament  to  the  placv,  as  wtdl 
as  n  convenience  to  llic  miiabitanl-^.  1  iir  streets  are  sleep  and 
hiiiy;  and  walking  very  faiigunig  to  the  stranger,  till  he 
becomes  accustomed  to  the  place.  The  town  is  favoured  with 
splendid  barbom.  In  the  boy,  the  anchorage  it  good  ;  but  in 
tha  eneenage,  wliidi  is  ahiii  in  bj  pngecting  points  of  lan4 
▼eaaelt  an  secure  in  cf«ij  ttorm.  Goajafe»  Grand  Pof% 
Santeoii,  tnd  GrenviUe  me  tiUagai  in  different  parte  <d  the 
ialandt  on  confedent  beye,  wbeie  tlie  prodnee  b  ebifiped,  and 
wliere  atoree  ere  opened  to  enpplj  the  ewionnding  oonntiy 
witb  merdiandiae. 

The  topographioel  aaped  of  the  eonntiy  fariee  eonridenUy. 
In  eome  porta  of  the  island  the  eceneij  u  bold  and  jfwnonlicy 
like  that  of  St.  Vineent  t  and  in  otheia  the  lend  ie  level  or 
undulating,  resembling  Barbndo^  The  soil  is  generally  good ; 
and  appears  well  adapted  for  sugar,  coffee,  cocoa,  and  cotton, 
a»  wpII  as  tor  ^^roiitul  provisions,  whuh  arc  prodmcd  m  ;:nat 
nbundanrc.  On  tiu>  top  df"  one  of  the  hi^^ln-vt  nioiinuuns 
called  the  Grand  i.iani,;,  thcrt:  a  beautiful  lake,  of  cuudiJrrabk 
difiicnsion«i.  Th<''  basin  which  forms  the  bed  of  the  lakv  \mM 
eviTV  ajipcaraufc  of  n  crater,  and  was  probnhlv  cnco  a  xvloino. 
Tue  water  is  good ;  and  ahhougb  it  has  no  opfiiirent  outlet,  it 
is  doubtless  the  real  source  of  moet  of  the  beautilul  rivers  that 
water  this  lovily  island,  as  they  generally  take  their  rise  from 
n  number  of  small  streamlets  which  issue  from  the  sides  of  the 
mountain.  No  fi^lu  s  »re  known  to  li^o  in  this  lake,  though 
they  have  been  placed  there  rrpettediy ;  but  the  rivere  and  een> 
ooAsi  abound  u  ith  fiah  of  the  moit  eicdlent  qoality* 

The  iaiand  of  Grenada  it  aboni  twenty*thfee  nilca  bog,  md 
ifteeo  brand ;  and  the  entire  population  of  the  oohniy  and  ita 
depcndcneiae  may  he  cttinMted  at  thirty4hiee  thontend  A 
argo  nomber  of  the  inhabiUnIt  are  of  African  deeeent  The 
Enropeant  am  ehiefly  firoai  England  and  Scotland.  A  km 
yeart  tgo  a  nnmber  of  catigrantt  were  hionght  fioei  Malta  In 
cultivate  the  gronnd ;  bnt  they  did  not  answer  the  pur|>ose  for 
which  they  were  intended,  being  better  adaptrti  (v»r  ih.  . mipa- 
tioiia  of  iilOpka;^pci•,  hucksters,  and  |)cdku^,  m  hich  ihc^  now 
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chiefly  folIow^.  It  is  no\r  generally  admitted  tliat  Afirieaiis»  or 
the  desoendants  of  Africane,  m  beat  adfipted  to  endwe  tliA 
fctigne  of  'field-labour  under  the  acorefaing  laya  of  a  tropical 
eon.  To  the  honour  of  Grenada  it  may  be  recorded,  that 
4«rittg  tho  times  of  slavery  the  poor  Negroes  were  treated  with 
anore  humanity  in  this  colony  than  in  most  of  the  other  West 
India  Islands.  Neither  were  the  free  blacks  and  persons  of 
^!olonr  oppressed,  and  kept  down  in  thia  place»  to  the  same 
extent  as  in  some  other  countries.  The  oonsequences  of  these 
advantages  nrc  seen  in  the  development  of  iutellect,  and  in  the 
high  and  respectable  position  wluch  many  gc:iiLluiuca  of  dark 
complexion  have  been  enabled  to  take,  with  credit  to  themselves, 
&iid  u  Uh  advantage  to  society,  since  the  glorious  era  of  emanci- 
pation. 

Although  the  sable  sons  of  Ham  were  treated  with  less 
rii^onr  here  than  in  many  other  places,  in  former  years, 
it  must  be  acknowledged  that  there  was  scarcely  any 
regard  paid  to  their  spiritual  interests.  On  being  finally 
secured  to  the  British  Crown,  the  island  was  divided  into  five 
parishes ;  but  it  was  a  long  time  before  they  were  provided 
-with  Ministers.  And  even  then,  the  Europeans,  who  were  the 
parties  generally  contemplated  in  these  eoelesiastical  amnge- 
ments»  were  frequently  left  for  long  intervals  without  the  means 
•of  religious  instruction,  whilst  the  poor  slaves  were  left  alto- 
gether out  of  the  question.  It  waa  the  moral  and  spiritual 
destitution  of  this  island,  in  common  with  that  of  the  West 
Indies  generally,  which  led  the  apostolic  Dr.  Coke  to  pay  it  a 
missionary  visit,  towards  the  close  of  (he  last  century. 

The  venerable  Doctor  landed  in  St.  George's,  on  Sunday,  the 
2SLh  of  November,  17 'JO,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Baxter,  a  Mis- 
sion;'ty  i":(  m  iSt.  \  iiicLiit's.  They  first  waited  on  a  Mr.  Lynch, 
with  whom  they  had  some  acquaintance;  and  then  proceeded 
to  the  parish  church,  where  they  found  the  pious  llector,  the 
llev.  Mr.  Dent,  preaching  with  enert'^y  and  pathos  to  an  atten- 
tive congregation.*   After  the  service,  the  Missionaries  waited 

*  This  lealuQi  and  devoted  M  initler  of  the  Chmeh  of  Bsgkad  wmi* 
Intcd  a  spirit  of  kisdnett  and  liberality  to  the  Wesleyan  MinioBariss 
wortliy  of  spedal  noties.  Being  deeply  eoaieioas  of  the  epUtasl  distifta* 
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on  Hie  Clergyman  in  the  festiy,  end  WUt  leealf ed  villi  ^mj 
BMUfk  of  Christiaa  Uninees.  In  tho  evening  Dr.  C6kM  preadwd 
in  a  large  rood  to  a  crowded  audieooe ;  and  ootwiihstandiDg  a& 

attempt  whioh  wns  made  by  one  or  two  wicked  youn^  men  to 
create  a  diaturbnnce,  tlx^y  appeared  ileoply  interested  ia  iLt 
discourse.    At  tlie  close  of  the  service  a  pious  young  man  of 
colour,  nnmed  I'ainter,  who  had  iieard  the  tio^jpcl  in  Anligua, 
was  intro<hjccd  to  the  Missionaries;  and  the  pleasing  di'covcTY 
was  made  that  »^'vcral  pcrsfWi^  with  serious  imprrs-»iousi  ¥»crc 
already  united  m  a  kind  of  R'lizious  society,  under  the  direction 
of  this  young  disciple.    These  inquirers  pleaded  earnestly  for 
tliee|)pointnieni  of  a  Missionaiy ;  and  in  this  reqnittt  tbey  were 
joined  by  penons  of  aimoii  every  grade  in  the  commnnity.  Ua 
the  foOowing  morning,  at  aix  o'clock,  Mr.  Baxter  prencbed  l» 
•  good  eoDgregation,  at  tlie  doee  of  wbieb  the  Doolor  gave  att 
exhoftaliont  pioiniiing,  if  poaailile,  to  tend  them  a  teacher^ 
Tbe  Hianonariea  tlien  took  their  leave  of  8L  Qeoiye'ei  mik 
eoouneoeed  their  jonmcj  over  the  Oimnd  Etang,  on  a  viait  to 
John  Bae,  Beq.»  who  lerided  on  the  wtndwatd  aide  of  thn 
laland*  Tbej  were  mnoh  delighted  with  the  monntain  eooMij 
of  the  interior,  aa  wen  ae  with  the  kindncaa  and  hoepitalitj  of 
the  planters  by  whom  they  were  entertained.   The  next  day 
thcT  crossed  over  to  Gouyate,  and  embarked  for  Antigua,  greatly 
cncouraf^cd  by  the  promising  optniu|^s  which  pri-^enlca  liicm- 
sclres  for  the  wider  diffusion  of  ilie  liospcl  in  Gmiada, 

1a  the  year  il^l  the  island  waa  visited  by  the  Kev.  Mr. 

tiaaafthi  «donr.  sad  of  tht  ell«r  iaAOi^af  hit  mChmh  1^  wht 
i^miitipwrwioato— St  tkt «ms^ ht  haflsd  tht  armal  of  Dr. Ode 
his  SMociatrt  with  fbdUufi  of  joy,  nd  dktM  than  cvcfy  stMitaMt  in  Kit 
power.  lie  tlao  aftrrirariL«  rurrt  «poriJrd  intHf  with  the  IWt^ir  on  aS 
matter^  fH-Hiiniug  to  the  welfare  of  the  Munon ;  anil  •hru  the  bland  waa 
occiuionally  Irft  withn'Jt  &  Mi*M.  isirv,  in  ron«f<]nri3ci:  of  *i:i-kiie»*  Of  dratH, 
he  did  his  u'.ino^t  to  k<Tp  The  |kHj|ilc  to:.-' iker  Uii  mxr  »ti«»ulJ  arriit-.  He 
tcaiaAi^ti  a  Ufin  If  t'iij  id  W  \iu  Mi '. ;i')Ji»m.  r%fn  m  %hr  mvi»\,  oi  \>*.r*t' 
CQtaoo.  till  the  day  hi*  Ucut^,  wUich  ucvurri;*!  utiur  be  bad  rrtsrv«d  to 
XagUna  ia  ISO*.  Kr.  HaDcli,  the  Fkrish  Clerk,  wis  sIm  a  phIsh 
Mmmt  hi  tht  M*s  viatfaiti.  Hi  wm  aalha  «f  M  aattai  ftom 
tht tek  la  tha  iMl after Ub«mg fw ttfcnl  ^mn  tea  WtO^M 
Mhiilw,  ha  faiihMl  UsaoaNa  vithjsy. 
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Oiren,  aWesIeyaoMissiodirf  from  St.  Vincent's;  and  such  was 
ilie  esteem  in  wjiieh  be  was  held  by  Gsneral  Matthews,  the 
GoTeioor,  daring  the  brief  period  of  his  sojonrn,  that  he  offensd 
liim  the  ]i?ing  of  CSairiaooo*  with  a  handsome  salaiy,  on  the 
condition  that  he  would  relinquish  his  piesent  vocation,  and 
sabmit  tb  episcopal  ordination.  This  ,  offer  the  humble  Mis* 
sionaiy  courteously  declined,  preferring  to  dwell  among  his  own 
people.  On  the  7th  of  Jannary»  1793,  Dr.  Coke  returned  to 
Grenada,  accompanied  by  the  R«v.  A.  Bishop,  a  Missionary 
who  was  selected  for  this  particulai-  lield  of  iaboui-  in  conse- 
quence of  his  knowledge  of  the  French  lancruage,  which  was 
then  in  coiiiiiioii  use  among  a  certain  class  of  the  colonists. 
After  spcudin<^-  about  u  week  in  the  island  in  various  useful 
labours,  the  zealous  Doctor  took  his  departuic,  leaving  the  new 
Missionary  to  prosernte  his  evangelical  work. 

The  efforts  of  Air.  Bisiiop  to  evangelize  the  people  were 
attended  with  considerable  good  among  the  English ;  but  not 
among  the  French,  as  was  at  first  expected.  This  man  of  God 
was  much  devoted  to  his  work  ;  but  his  day  was  short.  He 
had  originally  gone  out  as  a  Missionaiy  to  Canada,  to  labour 
among  the  French-speaking  people  of  that  colony,  and  was 
removed  to  the  West  Indies  on  account  of  the  failure  of  his 
health.  After  a  short  sojourn  in  Barbadoes  he  came  to  Grenada ; 
bat  he  had  only  laboured  six  months  in  the  island  when  he  was 
seized  with  fever,  and  died,  alter  five  days'  illncBs,  in  the  faith 
and  hope  of  the  Gospel. 

Shortly  after  the  lamented  death  of  Bfr.  Bishop,  the  Bev.  B* 
Pattison  arrived  from  Antigua;  and  having  supplied  the  vacant 
station  for  a  few  months,  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  ]5. 
Pearce,  a  man  of  untiring  zeal  and  enerjry.  Tiiis  devoted  Mis- 
sionary, havin2:  commenced  his  labours  with  a  pleasing  prospect 
of  success,  enibarked  for  Barbadoes,  to  settle  his  affairs,  and  to 
brinir  hi-*  family  to  Grenada  ;  but  he  was  taken  ill  and  died  at 
sea,  m  the  month  of  April,  1794.  The  station  was  thus  once 
more  left  without  a  Missionaiy ;  and  for  several  years  afterward 
was  only  supplied  occasionally  with  ministerial  labour,  and  with 
such  service  as  Mr.  Uallett,  the  pious  Parish  Clerk,  could  render, 
previous  to  his  call  to  the  missionary  work.   Although  the  few 
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Vt'ho  mafle  a  profe^^inn  of  rcliirion  were  L^t^nrraUv  faitlifnl,  the 
lTias-<  of  the  people  were  (ietply  immersed  in  Fopi^ili  i«;nomuoc 
and  snj^crstition.  Hie  ditliculty  of  commutiicatini;  nliirioas 
instruction  wns  increuiH^d  by  their  peculiar  dialect,  wLich  \%a&  a 
straD(re  com  pound  of  Firnch  and  English  i  as  well  as  hf  ^ 
political  fennent  in  which  the  ooontrj  waa  kepi  for  ae^eral 
ytm,  in  consequence  of  the  insnrreoCiooarf  movementa  of  tko 
Prench  colonista. 

When  peace  wat  once  more  itatoved  to  the  colony,  ivpcntcd 
attempta  were  made  to  re-Citahliah  the  Grenada  lliaaion.  Im 
1605  the  BeT«  W*  Stnigeon  waa  appointed  to  labonr  in  the 
island,  and  was  soon  enabled  to  report  an  addition  to  the 
Society  of  ten  members,  mahing  at  that  time  a  total  of  one 
hundred.  But  his  promising  career  was  soon  brought  In  • 
close.  He  had  not  laboured  many  months  in  the  colony  when 
he  was  taken  ill,  and  embarked  for  Tortola.  with  the  hopr  that  a 
chnnpe  of  air  would  promote  his  recovery  .  This  hop*-  was  not 
renliEed.  however;  for  he  became  \vor<e,  mul  t\uA  i:  *<*a, 
yer^  haj  l>y  jii  (iod,  on  tin;  11th  of  Ajnil,  I'^or,.  Two  y%n 
nfterwnrtU  flir  Utv.  J.'lm  "Wdlis  arrived  frotu  KngUiui,  and 
laboured  wiih  /.cal  and  diligence  iti  c^^lN  rtiog  the  fC^Utemi 
floek,  and  in  seekinrr  to  bring  «!!nTi<  rs  In  (  '!in«f. 

lu  1814  tho  Ilev.  M.  C.  Ihxon  was  ap|K)inted  to  (irenada, 
nnd  was  made  the  instrument  of  good,  not  only  to  the  ^!.l\es9 
but  also  to  their  masters,  and  to  persons  moring  in  the  higher 
walks  of  society.  It  was  durint;  his  sojourn  in  the  island,  that 
His  Honour  Kiehard  Otley,  K^.,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Colony, 
when  suffering  under  a  painful  domcaiie  affliction,  eame  to  the 
Ifiastonaiy  for  eounael  and  conaohitioa.  The  reaull  of  thin 
interview,  and  the  religions  conTersation  which  IbUowed,  waa 
that  His  Honour  was  brought  to  a  saving  aopiaintanee  with  the 
tnth  as  it  is  in  Jeaus,  became  n  member  of  the  Wesleyan 
Society,  and  the  Leader  of  a  anudl  ebsa  of  black  and  eolowed 
people.  A  circumstanoe  so  unosnal  excited  conaidefnble  alten* 
tion  at  the  limr,  and  perhaps  had  some  influrnec  on  the  higher 
classes,  who  heuecforth  countenanced  and  snpporleil  our  Mij^iaa 
to  an  L  vtfTi!  \N  Inch  uas  not  known  in  tMlif^r  nart>  of  tlio  West  Indies. 
The  Chief  J  ustice,  as  a  matter  of  course,  exposed  himicil  to  a 
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measure  of  ritlirulc  and  sarcasm  in  some  quarters,  but  this  he 
regarded  uot ;  l)ut  both  in  Grenada  and  in  the  East  Indies,  to 
which  count n,'  he  afterwards  removed,  be  proved  himself  the 
faithful  friend  of  Wesleyan  Missions. 

Mr.  Dixon  was  succeeded  in  1816  by  the  Bev.  WiUiam  LiU, 
who  bade  fair  to  sustain  the  reputation  of  the  Mission,  being  a 
jonng  man  of  superior  pulpit  talents,  as  well  as  of  en^^ing 
manners  and  gentlemanly  bearing.  Bnt  in  the  midst  of  his 
useful  labours,  when  his  excellencies  were  beooming  more  and 
more  appredated,  he  was  taken  to  his  heavenly  reward,  and  the 
atation  was  once  more  left  without  a  Missionaij. 

In  1818  the  Bev.  W.  J,  Shrewsbniy  arrived  in  Grenada,  and 
•entered  upon  his  hibonrs  with  seal  and  prudence,  and'  with  a 
fair  prospect  of  success.  In  the  month  of  June  he  was  joined 
by  the  Bev.  W.  D.  Goy,  whose  appointment  to  this  station  was 
made  under  peculiar  dreumstanoes.  BIr.  Goy  had  embarked  in 
Pcbruary  for  Dominica ;  but,  in  company  with  the  llev.  James 
Fowler,  sufb  red  shipwreck  off  the  coast  of  France.  Having 
been  mercifully  delivered  from  tlie  dangers  of  the  deep,  the 
Missionaries  returned  to  London  to  make  a  fre«ih  start  for  the 
West  Indies.  One  morning,  whilst  the  CouiinUUc  wvrc  deli- 
berating: in  reference  to  the  matter,  a  letter  was  received  Irom 
the  late  Jo>e{)h  Butterworth,  E<?q.,  M.P.,  enclo>-in'_^'-  one  from  the 
Hon.  John  Koss,  of  Grenada,  stating  that  Mr.  Shrewsbury  had 
visited  one  or  two  of  his  estates,  and  making  liberal  offers  of 
support,  if  the  Society  would  send  another  Missionary  to  Gre- 
nada, that  his  people,  and  those  on  estates  for  which  he  waa 
attorney,  might  be  more  fully  supplied  with  religious  instruction. 
To  meet  this  call  it  was  at  once  decided  that  Mr.  Goy  should  go 
to  Grenada.  He  embarked  accordingly,  and  arrived  at  St. 
George's  in  the  month  of  June.  The  two  Missionaries  being 
of  one  mind  and  heart,  arranged  their  plans  of  usefulness,  and 
formed  all  the  villages  and  estates  to  which  th^  had  access, 
amounting  to  fourteen  or  fifteen  in  number,  into  a  regular  Cir- 
cuit ;  and  to  enable  them  to  accomplish  their  work  effectuaUy, 
Mr.  Ross,  with  his  usual  liberality,  made  them  a  present  of  a 
Circuit  horse.  After  the  removal  ul'  Mr.  Shrewsbury  to  Barba- 
does,  Mr.  Cheedwright  took  his  place,  and  wiis  made  very  use*  ^' 
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fill  dttriog  the  time  that  he  laboured  in  the  ialand,  and  on  Ua 
departure  waa  aooeeeded  by  the  Bar*  W*  Squire*  Soon  after 
thb,  B.  Hewitaon,  Esq.,  and  other  geoUemen  on  the  windward 
side  of  the  island^  hafin}^  written  to  the  Committee,  aakin|^  for  a 

Missionary  for  that  district,  and  promising  support  to  a  eon- 
sidcrable  extent,  tlx*  llev.  J.  Edmojulson  was  ajjpointc  I  to  St, 
Geoi^'s,  to  lal)our  with  ^Ir.  Sijuirc,  aud  Mr.  Cioy  took  up  lii? 
residence  in  tlir  windward  district,  and  thti^  the  inland  ii:^d 
thre<!!  Mi-<!?i()n;tri«'^.  Mr.  Goy  iabourf(l  in  his  nt-w  >phrre  with 
cxeniplarv  <iilii;ence,  vinitinj^  thr  rrsjM-'ctiv  r.^tatr",  r-tahli«!hing 
a  cause  at  Grenville,  and  was  undoubtedly  nimh-  a  ])I<"s<it.i; 
many.  On  his  removal  from  Grenada,  olur  a  rt-iilcucc  of 
nearlv  seven  rears,  Mr.  (joy  waa  ancceeded  iu  th«  windward 
district  by  the  Bev.  Hiomsi^  Murray ;  but  the  results  not  bcinf 
aatisfactory  to  the  next  Superintendent,  the  Mi«?iooafy  waa 
withdrawn,  and  that  part  of  the  iiland  waa  left  without  a  minia* 
teria)  aupply  for  many  yean,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  eoniarof  onr 
namttve. 

In  after  yeara  the  above-named  Miastooariea  were  lueeeeoeo 
by  the  Be?.  Meesra.  Payne,  Mortier,  Bathbone,  Fiddler,  Briddoot 
iJdis,  Beard,  Wood,  and  others,  who  laboured  more  or  less  sac- 
oeaafuUy ;  and  several  of  whom  are  still  remembered  with  affec- 
tion by  our  old  people.  It  would  b«  vvry  pleasant  to  dwell  on 
the  nii8!>ionar>'  histor>"  of  e.ich  of  tht'!«c  clear  brcthrtn.  did  tbf 
limits  of  this  brief  ^ketoh  permit.  r«|)r<  i  illv  ns  some  of  tht'ui  arv 
numl>t;ri(i  amon;^  u\\  )n  r>onal  hiii.ii><  auU  Icll.tw  hibaunrs  u; 
the  Mi-'sion  fu'ltl ;  but  1  mu'-t  now  jjfii^  i  ffl  to  £:i\>  «ome  parti- 
culars of  the  island  I  found  it,  and  of  ilir  nir  i-ures  afu  nvard» 
adctjit*  il  to  pnnuotr  th-  iiitnrst  of  liir  Kedrrun  r'i  Vin^rdora. 

Ou  my  nppointuKut  lo  labour  as  a  Missionan'  in  Grctind.i  iu 
the  year  l^^il,  many  of  the  ob»tacK»s  to  the  proi;:rr5s  of  ihe 
work  of  God  already  alluded  to  had  been  removed.  The 
daya  of  »laven-  had  pa^^sed  airay^  a  greater  pro]K>rtion  of  the 
pe^iple  under^ttood  the  £ogli>h  buin^n^'  i  tbe  whole  eouatiy 
was  open  to  the  free  promulgation  of  the  Goepd,  without  lei  or 
hindranee.  All  that  appeared  lo  be  nceesaaiy  waa  a  meir 
ample  aapply  of  labourers  to  cultivate  the  field ;  but  ahhoofh  1 
was  the  only  MiaaioMiy  in  the  island,  I  rentlved,  ia  the  name 
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-and  stiengtli  of  the  Lord,  to  attempt  the  eitenaion  of  the  irark, 
vhieh  at  thit  time  was  limited  to  St.  George's  and  two  ont* 
stations,  Constantine  and  Woburn,  both  of  which  were  within 
fowr  miles  of  the  town.  The  places  formerly  visited  by  the 
^lissionarics  on  the  windward  side  of  the  island  imd  been  relin- 
qiushed  several  years  before,  iu  cousequence  of  want  of  fruit, 
lack  of  funds,  or  the  pressing  difficulties  of  the  times ;  and 
-GrenadaHiad  once  more  become  a  station  for  only  one  Mis- 
sionary. But  although  I  had  no  ministerial  colleairup,  I  was 
peculiarly  favoured  in  having  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of 
two  or  three  zealous  and  devoted  Local  Preachers,  jroung  men 
of  colour,  who  had  not  only  received  the  Gospel  themselves,  but 
who  felt  called  to  proclaim  it  to  others,  according  to  the  ability 
"which  God  had  given.  Under  these  circnmstances,  it  appeared 
to  me  that  the  time  was  oome  when  we  ought  to  endeavour  to 
do  something  for  the  more  remote  and  neglected  parts  of  this 
interesting  ishiod.  1  therefore  resolved  upon  a  tonr  of  obserra- 
tiom 

On  tlie  morning  of  Friday,  the  14th  of  May,  I  set  ont  in 
•company  with  two  friends^  Messrs.  Brown  and  Wharton,  and 
we  rode  to  Qoayave,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles,  before  break- 
fast.  This  is  a  neat  little  village  dose  to  the  sea,  in  the  paridk 

of  St.  John.  I  observed  a  Protestant  chnroh  in  a  very  dilapi- 
dated state,  and  a  rectory  ;  but  was  informed  that  the  parish  was 
Tvithout  a  Clergyman.  The  Kouian  Catholic  system  was  in  full 
openitinn,  having  a  neat  little  chapel  and  an  active  Priest.  After 
lakiu*;  touie  refreshment,  and  making  a  few  inquiries,  we  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey.  At  a  distance  of  aboUt  four  miles 
further,  we  passed  through  Grand  I'ova,  another  little  village, 
with  a  substantial  Protestant  chapel,  but  no  Minister.  About 
four  o'clock  P.M.  we  came  to  Recourse  'F^f  .ite,  in  Duquesne 
VaUey,  where  wc  were  kindly  received  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fair- 
elough,  who  had  long  been  desiring  our  visit,  that  we  might 
snake  arrangements  for  tiie  religious  instruction  of  their  people. 

Having  rested  during  the  day  on  Saturday,  we  all  proceeded 
•on  Sunday  morning  to  the  village  of  Sauteurs,  where  I  preached 
in  the  Court-house,  which  was  hindly  granted  by  the  authorities 
ibr  the  occasion.  The  day  was  fine,  and  a  large  congregation 
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assembled,  consisting  of  all  classes  ot  tlu  i<jiiitauiiiiy,  from  ibe* 
higlirst  functionnry  in  the  parish  to  tlir  poorot  j)<  a?ant.  From 
the  marlwed  attention  which  the  pcojile  pmid  to  tlic  word 
preoclicd,  I  waa  led  tu  eatertaiu  a  hope  tliat  la?tin«^  izood  tuiiiht 
be  tlie  result.  Here  egain  wre  met  \\itli  an  exrtUent  m\\  lVi>- 
testant  church ;  but  it  has  no  Minister  to  iustruct  the  p<  uple. 
The  church  is  built  upon  a  narrow  neck  of  bnd,  terminating  ia 
a  bold  promootory*  (be  foot  of  which  is  waslied  bj  Um  ro!!in^ 
billows  of  the  ocean.  It  was  down  this  very  prectpioe  that 
foiijr  Caribs  dashed  themaelfM  headlong  in  1650,  when  pun^ued 
by  tht  French.  1  gazed  upon  the  spot  with  peculiar  feelings, 
•nd  conld  hirdly  refrain  ton  tears  ai  the  reeoDcction  of  the 
analties  whidi  have  to  fieqnantly  attended  European  oolomia- 
tioo.  In  the  evening  I  preaehed  to  a  good  eongicgatioik  ift 
lfr«  Vairdottgh'a  aehoolovoomp  in  Dnqneaue  Yalkgr. 

On  Monday  morning  we  proeeeded  on  our  tour  round  the 
laland.  In  the  afternoon  we  dined  with  Oeovge  Pattenon,  Es^., 
at  Conference  Estate,  and  then  ha  atoned  on  to  Xa  Bayc,  when 
we  arrived  about  sunset.  With  only  half-an-hour*8  notice  we 
iiaii  u  gt>ud  et)!i^^re';atiuii,  uiiJ  I  prenehcd  in  tliL'  dwclliiii;-Ii'JUSC 
of  Mr.  Ilol)ert  Metcher  from,  "  iivd  U  mcrcitul  to  me  a  sinner," 
The  presence  of  fhc  Lord  was  felt,  and  we  rfct  ivid  a  icUu  lor 
good.  A  kind  friend,  unknown  to  us,  provided  n-^  wiili  lodjinirs, 
and  Hivitie  Trovidcnee  syeeiurd  to  pre|)ari'  the  way  lu^jrv  us. 
The  !*olKtwin;^  morning  we  hehl  a  prayer-meeting  «l  ««5\  oVIwk, 
when  a  goodly  number  attended.  (frenviUe,  which  stands  on 
La  Baye,  is  a  OMuaderable  village.  Like  several  other  placca 
through  whieh  we  passed,  it  bad  a  good  Protestant  church,  but 
no  Minister.  Although  lirnsely  popokted,  this  pxirt  of  the 
iahuid  was  totally  destitute  of  the  meant  of  erangelical  inttrae- 
tioo.  Several  of  the  iohabitanta  lenenibeied  the  lahoun  of  the 
Senr.  MeaiiB«  Qej  and  Hurray,  and  deeply  regretted  the  with* 
dmwal  of  the  Miiaionaries  frooi  thia  neighhoorhood.  Thqr 
woe  eaneit  in  their  eatreatiea  that  I  wonld  viait  them  agaia» 
vhieh  I  promiaed  to  do,  if  poaiihle.  We  ictnmcd  to  Unm 
thfongh  the  pariib  of  St  David,  whieh  haa  a  good  ehnrdi  and  n 
Hinirter ;  the  ftrat  Proteataat  Clergyman  we  had  met  with  in  our 
whob  totr.    The  distaiicc  we  travelled  this  day  was  twenty-two 
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miles,  tlinmgh  a  beautiful  and  fertile  country  with  an  nnda* 
lating  surface.  We  reached  St.  George's  in  the  evening,  some- 
what fatigued,  butthnnkAilto  God  for  llis  preserviug  goodness; 
luiTiog  made  a  complete  eirettit  of  the  island  during  the  fa«r 
dajs  we  had  been  from  home. 

The  impresrion  made  upon  my  mind  by  this  journey  round 
the  island,  as  to  the  spiritual  destitutbn  of  the  people,  the 
liiendly  disposition  of  the  planters,  and  the  providential  opi  a- 
ings  which  presented  themselves,  was  such  as  to  induce  me  to 
resolve  upon  a  strenuous  effort  to  extend  our  labours  to  these 
neglected  districts.  In  this  view  I  was  nobly  supported  by  the 
Local  Preachers,  who  expressed  their  readiness  to  take  their  full 
share  of  work,  both  in  town  iiiui  eouutry.  We  felt  so  iniu  li  encou- 
raged with  the  pro&pect  of  good  at  Duquesuc  and  La  liave,  that 
we  arranged  at  once  to  give  preaching  to  each  place  every  alter- 
nate Sabbath ;  and  we  commenced  our  arduous  labours 
confident  hopes  of  success.  At  Duquesne  we  succeeded  tor  a 
time  beyond  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  We  held  our 
meetings  in  the  school-room,  which  Mr.  Fairclough  fitted  up  as 
a  place  of  worship,  with  pulpit,  seats,  and  lamps  complete.  The  ' 
infant  school  was  tau'^ht  by  one  of  our  members  from  St. 
George's  ;  a  promising  little  society  was  formed ;  and  I  had  rea- 
son to  believe  that  several  of  the  members  were  the  subjects  of 
the  saving  grace  of  Ood,  aUboagh  thciy  had  previously  been 
addicted  to  all  the  follies  of  Popish  superstition.  In  conse* 
qnence  of  the  lamented  death  of  Mr.  Fairclough,  and  other  un* 
toward  events,  this  station  was  relinquished  in  after  years;  but 
I  entertain  the  pleasing  hope  that  our  humble  labours  at  that 
period  will  ultimately  appear  not  to  have  been  in  vain  in  the 
Lord. 

At  T.a  Bavf,  the  Magistrates  kindly  allowed  us  the  use  of  the 
Court-house  for  our  meetings  for  some  time;  and  we  afterwards 
hired  a  larc^e  upper  room.  But  feeling  the  necessity  of  a  proper 
place  of  worship,  we  resolved  to  attempt  the  erection  of  a  small 
chapel,  althoui^'h  we  knew  not  how  we  should  raise  adecjuate 
funds  for  the  purpose.  We  comtncuced  in  faith,  and  Divine 
Providence  opened  our  way  before  us.  We  made  our  appeal  to 
the  public    and  witnessed  such  a  flow  of  Christian  Ubwrality  as 
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I  hm  never  teen  sturpttaedt  eren  in  the  West  Indict.  On  ftks 
first  daj  we  coUeetod  £50;  and  the  imomit  ww  toon  inociMd 
to  £S80,^he  entire  eoet  of  the  ereetion,— eo  that  no  debl  wan 
allowed  to  remain  on  the  premiiea.  One  gentleman  aeat  me  n 
donation  of  £10  on  ntlrii  g  from  the  fint  aernee  whieh  hn 
attended  in  onr  hired  room ;  and  other  friendt  eame  Ibrward  to 
our  help  in  a  most  gratify ini::  manofr.  The  new  chapel  waa 
soon  rompletcfl,  and  opcucd  for  Divine  service  under  the  roost 
enrourni^ing  circumstances.  Wcalso  org;ini/rtl  a  sm.ilU  liri^tiou 
so(  i(  tv,  nnd  were  checrtd  bvthe  evidenres  which  were  liiniifthed 
of  a  real  work  of  ;:v:ut  aniOiig  the  members. 

AVhil.^t  tlx  sc  t  Hurts  were  bein^  mado  for  tiie  extension  rtf  ilie 
work  to  the  more  remote  p.irts  of  the  i-'hiiu!,  the  stations  m  the 
aipilal,  and  ai  the  neii^hliouriut^  phtces,  %vere  regularly  supplied 
with  the  means  of  grace,  and  afforded  iuduhitable  evidences  of 
growinif  prosperity.  The  congregations  at  St.  Oeorge*a  wcr 
large  and  attentive  ;  nnd  n  Divine  unction  frequently  aecci 
panied  the  preaching  of  the  word.  Severel  of  the  hearers  were^ 
moreover,  induced  to  give  themaelvee  to  the  I^ord,  and  to 
become  more  doaely  united  to  Hia  people.  The  Wedejm 
diapel  was  attended  not  only  by  the  labouring  daaaet,  but  hf 
all  ranka  of  the  community.  Uii  Honour  Chief  Joatice  Sander* 
eon  rented  a  pew,  and  was  a  frequent  hearer;  and  Hia  Honour 
the  Pkreiident  and  Her  Ifnjesty's  Attoniey  Qcncral  attended 
oceaaionaliv,  as  well  as  several  members  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  and  respectable  merchants  of  the  colony.  A  kind 
and  liberal  fcelinsr  existed  amon^  persons  of  different  denoiuiu*i- 
iioua,  nnd  eveniiliini:^  was  favourable  to  peae<  ;u)«l  prosp«»rity. 

Puiiii.^  the  peri<'<l  of  my  mif«ioiiar\  labours  m  liieiui.Ia.  n« 
were  not  only  fnvoun  il  tu  \\iti,  '->  the  bltssed  results  oi  a 
prfnrliiil  (I  i-j  f  l,  b'.it  aU<>  a  ehrrririg  measure  of  prosperity  in 
ihv  tjtiuc.u UM,  i(  (li  jMrtiiif-nt  of  our  work.  We  had  Ihrec  day 
schools  in  aciive  operaiiou,  conducted  by  native  teacbcn  U 
respectable  talents;  au<l  the  ndvancement  of  the  children,  in 
Yr\n^n%  brenehfs  of  useful  ioformation^  as  well  as  in  rrlif  ioua 
knowicdge,  was  veiy  gratifying.  The  school  at  St.  Geoige'b 
was  of  n  superior  character;  and  1  hive  seldom  met  with 
children,  in  aiyr  eonntiy,  more  opt*  intelligent,  and  inlereallng 
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-tban  those  taught  in  this  estaVUshment  Sevaral  of  the  elder 
•aeholan,  moreover,  gave  pleasing  evidence  of  youthful  ^iety; 
an  instance  or  two  of  which  may  now  be  given : — 

Itebecca  Smith  was  a  littk  girl  of  about  eleven  years  of  age, 
i3S  jet  black  complexion,  but  of  pleasing  countjenance  and 
^engaging  manners.    Her  parents  were  poor  but  pious  memben 
of  our  church  in  St.  George's,  and  sent  their  cliiUlren  from  their 
infancy  to  the  ^lissiou  school,  where  little  Rebecca  ieamed  to 
rend  lier  Bible  with  fluency,  and  to  write  a  crood  hnnd.  She 
had  for  some  time  ijiven  evidence  of  seridnsiicss,  and  had  taken 
her  part  in  the  school  anniversary,  reciimj^  her  piec^:s  with  a 
degree  of  pathos  and  feeling  which  attracted  the  notice  of  all 
present ;  when  she  came  to  me  one  day  requesting  pcrnnssion 
to  meet  in  class.    I  talked  with  her  on  the  subject  of  personal 
religion,  and  of  the  love  of  Christ  to  little  children,  when  she 
was  much  affected,  and  wept  bitterly.   Being  satisfied  with  her 
sincerity,  she  was  received  as  a  candidate  for  church  member* 
'•hip.   She  sought  tho  Lord  thus  early,  and  was  soon  made 
happy  in  the  Saviour^s  bve.  Daring  the  remainder  of  our  stay 
in  Grenada  she  gave  ns  great  satisfaction  by  her  consistent 
walk  and  conversation.  She  was  fond  of  reading,  and  always 
perused  with  great  interest  the  little  books  which  were  sent 
from  Bngland.   When  we  left  the  island  to  enter  upon  another 
ephere  of  labour,  little  Bebeoca  was  greatly  troubled ;  and  the 
last  time  that  1  saw  her  she  was  stand intr  upon  the  shore,  with 
many  others,  to  take  an  affectionate  leave  of  ns  as  the  boat 
moved  olT,  when  she  showed  that  her  heart  was  full  of  affection 
and  love  for  her  tencheis.    About  twelve  months  aflt:r\\nrds 
Mrs.  Moist er  received  a  beautiful  little  letti  r  from  her,  in  whtch 
she  said,  anion^  other  sweet  thinp^s,  "T  nm  happy  to  say  that  I  am 
still  persuiided  to  follow  Christ  my  Saviour ;  and  1  believe  that, 
if  I  nm  faithful  unto  the  end,  I  shall  receive  a  crown  of  righteous- 
ness, which  my  Saviour  will  give  unto  me  in  the  last  day.*' 
Soon  afterwards  this  intelligent,  pious,  and  interesting  little 
black  girl  sickened  and  died ;  and  by  a  letter  which  I  received 
from  her  father,  I  was  happy  to  learn  that  she  passed  away  to  a 
brighter  and  better  world  above,  not  only  resigned  to  the  will  of 
Ood,  but  triumphantly  happy  in  the  Saviour's  love. 
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At  an  early  period  of  our  residence  in  Grenadft  wt  alao  kial 
two  little  boja  belonging  to  the  Mission  school,  who  wen  tate 
ill  with  fever,  and  both  died  happy  in  God,  on  the  aine  day, 
ML  tbe  scholars  attended  the  funeral ;  and  it  was  inoat  afet* 
ing  to  look  upon  the  two  little  coffina,  aa  tbay  woe  bfougki 
into  tie  chapel  at  the  lame  tame,  and  to  hear  the  aweet  voieea 
of  the  ehildren  amging  the  foneral  hymn,  aa  thay  atood  arannd 
the  remaina  of  their  companiona.  The  whole  aerriee  waa  of  a 
moat  impreasifo  charaeter;  and  the  litUe  people  aeemed  mneh 
affected  while  I  eihorted  them  to  nmember  now  thdr  Creator 
in  the  daTa  of  their  Tonth. 

The  HVslevmi  MiN^ion  in  Grenada  has  not  only  been  favoured 
with  the  orii.u.kiy  rrsults  of  a  laitlifiil  Gospel  Mini»tr\  ;  u  ha> 
had  tiic  atlditioual  hoaour  of  fiinii'.hiii::  Native  Miniilor?  lo 
labour  in  thf  ltchi  Mitsioii  ti<  lil.  Of  llu  si-  niirii'<'ii[iL:  ra*cs 
tin  instance  or  ivvo  may  iTs^i'ii,  »«♦  iilii^trativt*  of  tin-  li»t  kind 
of  fruit  of  nnsMoiifirv  lnl)our,  nud  as  5j«  rimrns  of  tin  <uca**i 
which  we  hope  to  rcaliie  on  a  larger  scaie  m  dillauit  parts  of 
the  world. 

The  Hev.  Henry  Wharton  wns  boro  in  Grenada,  but  educated 
in  Scotland.  He  waa  bionglit  to  a  savinp;  knowledge  of  the 
truth  aooo  after  hia  return  to  the  West  Indies ;  and  whvn  he 
fint  attracted  ray  attention,  X  felt  impressed  with  tbe  oont ictioii 
that  the  Lofd  had  a  work  for  him  to  do  in  Uia  vineyard.  I 
difedcd  Um  to  anch  a  coniae  of  reading  and  atndy  aa  I  thought 
waa  catonlated  to  expand  hia  mind,  and  prepare  him  for  fntnifr 
naefalnem.  He  beeame  a  acbool  teachcr,a  Claaa  Leader,  a  Local 
Pkeaeher;  and  ultimately  he  atood  before  the  Diitriet  Meeting 
aa  an  accepted  candidate  for  the  ministry.  He  waa  aooR 
atlerwaida appointed  to  khonr  with  me  in  9t  Vincent's;  and, 
as  he  reodi-d  in  my  family.  I  had  ample  opportunities  of 
i}b<trviii^  his  walk  and  conversation.  Hi  1  tboumi  with  me 
failUfnlly  a  ?>i>n  in  tin*  Go«i|x4  ;  nnd  from  lu»  Ci:;;-ii<;i  O'M- 
sistency,  aiul  jht-!  vrranrt*.  1  w.  -  Ud  to  este*  rii  lutii  \i:ry 
highly  in  love,  nud  to  iuilul:;r  plca^mi;  li<>]><;«  uf  hi>  httnre 

Caiver.  hi'[)i  S  IkiVi-  Urti  happilv  rrahzt  *!.     V\  hril  lu-  li.ld 

been  wilb  me  aliout  two  y<  ar'*.  he  Seil  it  upoii  lit.irt  lo  olfir 
himself  aa  a  Uiaaionary  for  Western  A£noa,  tbe  land  id  hia 
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fathers.  His  letter  to  the  General  Secretaries  waa  published  in 
the  Miasionaiy  Notices"  for  1844»  atid  his  offer  was  gladly 
accepted  by  the  Comoiittee.  I  was  lequested  to  send  him  to 
England  by  the  first  opportunity,  as  his  services  were  urgently 
required  for  an  important  station  on  the  Gold  Coast.  At  his 
request  I  aooompanied  him  to  Glienada,  to  take  leave  of  his 
aged  mother  and  Christian  friends.  An  inteRstbg  tea  meeting 
was  held,  in  connexion  with  the  Taledictory  sendee,  on  the 
occasion  of  hi»  leaving  his  native  land,  when  his  country- 
mm  presented  liira  witli  a  purse,  for  the  purchase  of  the 
London  i^ncyclopaedia "  and  other  works,  as  a  memento  of 
their  affectionate  regard.  The  young  Missionary  proweded  to 
Enghmd  r  preached  with  acceptauce  in  City  Ptoad  Chapci ,  went 
out  to  Africa ;  and  for  nearly  twenty  years  preached  the  Gospel 
with  zeal  and  success  in  some  of  the  hi^h  places  of  the  Missioa 
field,  such  as  Kumasi,  the  capital  of  Ashanti,  Gape  Coast,  and 
Akrah.  He  then  paid  a  Yisit  to  England,  to  recruit  his  health, 
and  to  place  his  two  sons  at  school ;  after  which  he  returned  to 
his  post  of  duty  on  the  coast  of  Afrioa.  it  was  very  pleasant 
to  see  my  dear  friend  and  brother  once  more;  and  I  trust  that 
his  future,  for  success  and  blessing,  may  not  only  bs  as  the  past, 
but  much  mora  abundant. 

The  Bev.  Walter  Gany  is  also  a  native  of  Grenada,  and 
leoetved  his  first  idigious  impressions  in  the  Wesleyan  Sabbath 
aehool.  Soon  after  his  conVeraion  he  removed  to  Tobago,  to 
take  charge  of  a  Mission  school.  Here  be  pursued  his  studies 
under  the  direction  of  the  Bev.  Henry  Hurd,  became  a  Local 
Preacher,  passed  his  examination,  and  was  received  as  n  candi- 
date for  the  ministry  at  the  District  Meeting  held  in  Ikubadoes 
in  1S45.  Being  vers^  young  he  was  scut  to  the  Theological 
Institution  at  Ricliuiuiid,  where  he  continued  his  studies  with 
great  advantage  for  three  years.  He  then  rereived  an  appoint- 
ment to  Sierra  Leone  ;  and,  after  serving  the  usual  time  in 
WesterTi  Afiira,  he  was  transferred  to  the  West  Indies,  where  he 
still  labours  with  acceptance  and  success. 

In  addition  to  these,  several  other  young  men  of  superior 
talent  were  raised  up  to  preach  the  Ghispel  in  Grenada.  Being 
settled  in  business^  they  acted  in  the  capacity  of  Local  Preachers; 
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and  their  useful  labours  were  bigbly  appreciated  both  by  tks 
Missionaries  nod  their  fellow  countrymen. 

Another  pleasing  feature  of  our  irork  in  Gnoidn  wu  Ike 
zeni  and  libmlity  with  which  all  ckeeee  of  the  corommiit^  cttM 
forward  to  anppori  the  Mi^^ion  eanae.  The  first  year  of  my 
appointment  to  the  station  the  proeeeda  of  the  Branch  Mia* 
aionaiy  Society  amounted  to  £164.  1^.  ldL»  being  an  adfanoa 
on  the  pieoeding  year  of  £M,  16a.  Zd. ;  bat  daring  the  aeeottd 
year  we  realiied  the  noble  anm  of  £297.  lOt.  6<f.  for  Ponjgn 
Miisione,  in  addition  to  mon^a  raised  weekly  and  qnarleily 
for  the  ordinary  support  of  the  work,  and  the  apeeial  cflbrta 
made  for  the  erection  of  the  new  chapel  at  La  Baye,  and  other 
objects.  It  must  not  be  supposed,  from  this  statement,  that  our 
people  were  {reiHT.illy  \vf;iitl»y.  The  UKijority  ot"  our  ciiurcb- 
iiu  mbers  « t  rc  Uliouiv.rs  and  tnulesnieri ;  aiul  the  knre  amount 
of  moncv  annually  raimi  lor  llu-  spn  mcI  of  the  Go^.p*  1  was  the 
result  ot*  cuuibined  and  siy>i(  niatic  t  li\^it,  ;^uch  jn:i\  Im*  fjiiriy 
held  up  as  nn  exaujpK*  to  prolV^xiug  Ciiruitians  in  (-ttit'r  Kmdf, 
Our  Mi">-ionan'  MtxtiiiLis  were  aUo  rhnmrtrn/.ed  i'\  .i  n-inark- 

•  ■  -  • 

able  amount  of  luiUve  taicut,  a»  well  as  of  genuioe  inif  iooaiy 
zeol  and  liberality. 

At  a  Missionary  Meeting  held  in  St.  George's  on  the  cvrninjf 
of  Tuesday,  Au<^ust  31st,  1H41,  His  Honour  Chief  Justiee 
Iknderson  in  tite  chair,  after  doqtient  speeches  had  besA 
delivered  by  Jamca  N.  Brown,  Bi^ard  Walker,  and  Bohcfi 
<^tle,  Esquiiea,*  intelligent  gentlemen  of  ooloor*  all  natiiea 

•  These  fFBtlmca  had  heea  drvstcd  by  their  tslcBts  ad  hmwsI  essil- 
IsBCM  to  hoMMnUe  sad  rotpoanhk  {losiluaa  hi  toriHj.  Oa  ths  Silihalh 
they  Bight  ha«i  bem  ncicsiioatHy  kmd  fnMmimg  ths  tfMtks  sf  ths 
Gotpd  to  thstf  fd]DW.coaAtJ7mM,stLoesl  rreoclkrn.  lu  WnJejaa  chichi 
sad  darini:  the  week  tl^y  suf  lii  have  bees  hcanl  n  Hoiiw  uf  A^vmbiy, 
maLinc  rlK^urtit  «|Ktrh<'«,  aui!  taVinj  *  part  in  tr-^tiljitinc  for  ihtxr  wxtivt 
couulrT.  1),  V  T>?iv  -  .  r  q  rVr  Ulrotrtl  til*  T  f  the  "rirrnadal  hnMiicle 
Jamr«  n^ran.  i^.,  tlic  k;<*mr»i  rT*is!nt ;  atiii  itoe  Hon.  Samml  '"•"i^V'tw'ti, 
ilbtf.,  Use  itcIi-yttisKt  ii%t muoinrr  tn.A  ^hi]o*o\*hrT,  aod  olbrr  fnriiU«  «Uaiu  I 
mi^Ul  mention,  m  auuition  lu  the  gcatkjnea  alnodijr  auacU.  «m  aU  aatives 
«f  Gnaads,  sad  s  cndit  to  Cbsir  ^ifs  uk,  se  «cO  a»  to  the  U\mim  kf 
which  they  hsd  ban  to  brir^lybaNittcd.  Sosm  of  thns  hoaosnd  bfsthfia 
bovs  beea  esDsd  to  thdr  imid  s  whilet  the  sttvlvsfs  osaliaas,  I  trMl»  to 
bsawdeabhsiisg  to  their  fcBowBMa. 
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of  tlie  West  Lidies,  Alexander  Wake,  a  i»tif«  cyf  Afrieft,  was 

induced  to  say  a  few  words.  He  evidently  laboured  under 
feelings  of  (li;rp  emotion;  and  in  the  course  of  liia  address  lie 
made  the  follovviug  remarks  :  "  I  feel  asliaiucd  to  stand  up 
before  sucb  a  large  company ;  but  I  love  the  Mission  cause  for 
what  it  has  done  for  my  soul.  Last  year  I  gave  three  dollars; 
but  this  year  I  want  to  give  four  dollars.  The  world  is  very 
large  :  it  has  four  quarters,  and  I  want  to  give  one  dollar  for 
each  quarter  of  the  world.  But  suppose  I  do  so ;  somebody 
may  say,  '  Brother  Sandy  does  not  love  his  own  country  more 
tban  other  countries.'  I  therefore  want  to  give  one  dollar 
more.  Mr.  Chairman,  ibis  most  be  my  subscription  this  year  : 
one  dollar  for  Europe,  one  dollar  for  AmericSj  one  dollar  for 
Asia,  and  two  dollars  for  Africa !  " 

This  good  man  regularly  contributed  a  sbilling  a  week  in  his 
Class,  besides  aiding  the  cause  in  various  other  ways ;  and  snch 
was  his  bve  for  his  natiye  land  that  be  actually  commenced 
learning  to  write  in  his  old  age,  with  the  view  of  preparing 
himself  to  return  to  Africa^  to  labour  for  the  benefit  of  his 
IbDow-coimtTymcn ;  bat  before  he  had  made  much  progress  he 
was  removed  to  the  better  countrv. 

« 

After  labouring  very  happily  for  two  years  in  Grenada,  we 
were  called  to  separate  from  our  belovefl  peoph  ,  and  to  remove 
to  another  station.  On  the  evening  of  Sunday,  January  29th, 
1843,  I  preached  for  the  last  time  at  St.  George's  ;  and  in  the 
course  of  the  sermon  I  was  led  to  urge  the  people  to  be  faithful 
unto  death,  and  to  "  mfct  me  i?i /tcanen.^*  This  rireumstance 
elicited  from  Mr.  James  Glean, — a  young  man  of  colour,  and  the 
teacher  of  one  of  our  schools, — the  following  lines,  which  he 
sent  me  the  next  day,  and  which  I  gladly  place  on  record,  as  a 
specimen  of  native  talent,  as  well  as  a  proof  of  sincere  Chris- 
tian afifection : — 

"  Meet  you  tbefe  1  there  is  eonething  both  awAd  and  tweet 
In  thoia  wevde  of  joar  eheife,  *  Bfeet  me  there 
T  is  M  trnljr  saUime,  and  with  love  eo  feplete. 
And  eomes  from  a  heart  to  tioocre. 

**  Meet  yea  ibm  I  and  why  not  P    Shall  the  trammeli  of 
Ever  fetter  me  down  to  rile  clay? 
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Ko.  no.  I  wOImMntl  Ike  gmt  priw  I  w^ti  win ; 
I  mam&i  flap  •bovt  m  ike  wwf, 

"  yonr  Snviour  a  itiati-.uii  for  yn  ilid  prrparc, 
Suil  travel  to  hc;ivciJ,  /  t^tl  '  meet  jfott  tktre^  ** 

On  Toesdaj,  tbe  Sitt,  we  embtriwd  Ibr  our  new  itrtwn, 
being  aceompmued  on  board  the  aloop  "  Hairiei  "  by  «vcnl  of 
tbe  liiendi  witb  wbom  we  bad  lived  and  laboured  ao  bappilj, 
and  who  weie  deeply  ooncemed  at  our  kariog.  The  ac^ool 
ehildren  were  assembled  on  the  wharf ;  and,  at  we  stepped  into 
the  boat,  thrv  commenced  singiug  a  beautiful  farewell  hymn. 
Our  huiris  Urn-  full  whoa  we  bade  them  "(joutl  liyr  ;  "  ijud  Uic 
last  soinui  winch  vvu  li(;irii  w;ts  that  of  their  kV  wx  iiihiut  voujos^ 
wnftrcl  oviT  the  water     wi-  U-li  tlu-  fkhore*  ot'  Grtruada.* 

'ihf  follow  iiiLT  brief  lujlu'eji  uuiv  nfford  \  W  rendrr  a  m'>TT  f^is- 
tinrt  ;iud  coiuprelicusivf  view  of  liio  piiiiripal  >{.itioiii  occupied 
by  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Sociely  in  this  interesting  island. 

Sr.  Glokoe's  is  the  metropolis  of  the  colony,  and  the  pbce 
whea'  the  ^lissionary  resides.  The  chapel  it  a  good  ^ubstantiai  - 
stone  building,  of  retpeetable  appearance,  and  will  seat  about  fire 
hundred  peraona.  It  wat  erected  by  the  aniled  efforts  of  tba 
Ber.  Metan.  Sbiewtbury  and  Goy,  in  the  year  1820.  Theae 
lealoua  and  devoted  MiMionanet  bad  been  labonring  for  aove 
tine  with  •  cheering  neatuie  of  tureeta  s  vtA  the  old  ebapel 
became  so  crowded,  many  baving  to  stand  outaide  in  tbe  yard, 
ibai  they  considered  tbe  time  waa  oome  to  attempt  tbe  erectiott 
of  a  new  and  more  eoounodiont  sanetnaiy.  In  tbote  dark  daya 
of  West  Indian  tlavety  this  wat  a  great  nndertaking ;  and  tbey 
entered  upon  it  witb  aome  trepidation,  not  knowing  bow  to 
raise  the  meant  for  its  amenplishment.  Their  fear»  were  soon 
rrui0ved«  however  \  for  lliey  had  iio  »oouer  lu^tdc  laur  liiicuuouti 

•  Hidths  IhniU  tadelacct  ef  tkse  rtdrWs  ytraHtcd,  1  ahoaU  have 
had  piMMic  IB  grivtiif  e  few  atfidt  fteei  siwtii  aAlraMs»hslk  it  ftsti 
«|4  V«I1S»  from  Losal  ruifcm.  $tnr»n!t.  Lndm,  ami  ChriitkB  frifJiv 
as  wdl  M  Mmt  aeeovol  ol  the  valtt»bk  totimoaial — «  ttlrcr  1^  •mice, 

with  1  RtitAble   iuwnptifn  --whirh  w«i  kiriJlr  prrsent.-d  tn  ti*  r:i 
occaiiuD  of  o«»r  Ifitxiiik.'         i- m.!,     thir   ffrnds   in  <lrrti4!\  ttmy  b# 
a.Ai»uml,  h<  >',\  1  \  -  r,  '.h  Jt  l!it\  air  :>i  '.  1"r_-"11<'n  wUi  IXSTC  •  piftCC  IS  Miff 

AilcciHiuiilc  frumttbrftbct  itUi  the  liaj  ot  oar  «k«i^. 
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blown  than  tbey  met  with  the  liberal  response  for  which 
Orenada  has  always  been  so  remarkable.  On  laying  the  state- 
ment of  the  case  before  the  Governor,  Major>General  P.  Biall, 
they  xeeei?ed  a  communication  from  his  Seetetaiy,  Lieutenant* 
Colonel  J.  Wilson,  assuring  them  of  His  Excellency's  approval, 
and  of  the  pleasure  which  he  had  in  contributing  the  sum  of 
£66,  which  was  nccompanicd  by  a  donation  of  £10  from  the 
Secretary  himself.  With  tlu3  encoura'^ement  the  JVHssiouaries 
comrDCTiLcd  a  p^encral  canvass,  and  in  the  tirst  three  days  they 
obtained  subscnpiions  in  St.  (jcorg;e's  to  the  amount  of  £700, 
By  the  time  that  the  country  places  had  been  visited,  and  the 
•church  members  had  sent  in  their  offerings,  the  list  was  raised 
to  the  noble  sum  of  .tl,5U0 ;  the  late  Joseph  Butterworth,  Esq., 
of  London,  generously  coutril)utin<(  ten  guiueas  towards  the 
objcet.  The  new  chapel  beint^  finished,  on  Sunday,  the  20th  of 
May,  it  was  solemnly  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God,  Mr. 
Goy  preaching  in  the  momiog,  and  his  new  colleague,  Mr. 
Cheeswright»  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Shrewsbury  having  been 
Temoved  to  Barbadoes  before  the  auspicious  day  arrived.  The 
chapel  has  recently  been  enlarged  and  improved,  and  is  still 
attended  by  an  intelligent  and  respectable  congregation.  A 
good  day  school  supplies  the  educational  wants  of  the  rising 
generotion.  The  Mission-House  was  formerly  situated  on  an 
eminence  above  the  chapel ;  but  a  superior  residence  for  the 
Missionary  has  been  recently  purchased.  It  stands  on  the  hill 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  aud  comuiauds  a  deligUilul  prospect 
on  either  hand. 

WoBTTRN  i«  about  four  miles  to  the  south  of  St.  George's, 
between  Clarke's  Court  and  ('siliviny  Estates.  In  1837,  a 
substantial  school-house  was  ( n cted  here,  uiiflrr  the  direction 
of  the  Kev.  James  Aldis,  by  aid  ol  a  Government  grant  for 
education.  A  day  school  is  conducted  in  this  building,  with 
great  advantage  to  the  children  of  the  labourers  on  the  sur- 
rounding estates ;  and  it  is  used  as  a  place  of  worship  on  the 
Sabbath.  The  attendance  is  good,  and  a  considerable  number 
of  the  labouring  population  have  been  united  in  church  fellow* 
ahip. 

ComTAKTXMB  18  about  the  same  distance  from  St.  GmgePa 


SftS  vkvt  n.^rn  wist  indies. 

at  Wobarn,  bat  in  the  contrary  direction^  and  supplks  tbt 
nMessitiet  anoiber  iocalilj  in  a  sUnilar  way.  The  scfaool* 
diapal  stands  on  an  defatod  fidg^  at  the  foot  of  IIm  Graad 
Etang  tnonntain,  amid  splendid  sceoeiy,  with  fertile  Talleys  ea 
either  hand.  Bnring  inyresideDee  in  the  island  this  slatioit 
suffered  a  great  loss  in  the  death  of  the  excellent  teaeher,  Mr. 
John  Garr.  He  dtsd  of  yellow  fever,  Tery  happy  in  God,  on 
the  20th  of  Anf^t,  1841 ;  and  what  I  witnessed'  while  stand* 
ing  by  his  dying  ooneh  formed  one  of  those  affectiug  missionarr 
scenes  never  to  be  effaced  from  the  roeroori'.  The  ichoo!  ami 
relijrioiis  services  at  Constantine  are  weil  attended,  ami  art-  m 
♦nrat  ben»»fit  to  thf  neiL'bhonrliood. 

La.  BAlli  iiboui  luurtceii  miles  from  St.  George's,  on  the 
windward  s»ide  of  the  islarifl.  Grcnville  is  n  Iniftlin?  little- 
place,  niul  situated  close  to  the  sea  on  l.a  R;iy  \  where  hiri;r 
phip**  from  Europe  tnke  in  their  cargoes.  On  an  eminence 
behind  the  town  <itands  our  iittle  chapel,  which  will  seat  altout 
two  bundled  persons.  The  fntindntion  stone  of  this  neat  litUe 
sanctuary  was  laid  by  Matthew  Welsh,  £sq.»  on  the  19th  of 
October,  1841,  the  inhabitants  haring  cootribnted  liljemUy 
towards  the  object,  st  slready  stated.  It  was  opened  for  Diiina 
serfioe  a  few  months  afterwards,  and  has  proved  a  grsat  bless- 
ing to  the  neighbourhood.  A  day  school  is  also  taught  heie; 
and  a  small  society  has  been  formed ;  but  the  pterailing  tupefw 
stittons  of  Bomanism  hare  been  a  serious  barrier  to  the  progrr^ 
of  the  work.  The  dirset  road  horn  8t  George's  to  La  Bmj% 
Wen  ofer  the  Grand  Etang  aoontain,  and  is  remarkably  ileep- 
and  nigged  ;  bnt  the  semry  is  splaidid  beyond  description. 

CarRIacou  is  a  l>eautiful  island,  about  ten  miles  from 
(irenadft,  of  which  it  is  a  dependency.  It  contains  a  few  sugar 
estat«  s,  Hitd  a  pontilation  of  i^early  f\nir  thi>u-ai.J  people.  A 
few  year*  n^ro  wr  ii.vd  a  re>iileiil  Mi5-*ion;in.  thf-re  for  a  fhorf 
time;  bui  Uic  result  w.is  not  Mich  as  to  \varr,'.;ii  a  ini'in-vn" 
of  the  nmTij'  inent,  e^pt  ei-illy  whnn  tlie  depre-*-.  »ia4ct  m  ttie 
Societ\*9  funds  was  l  iken  into  acf  ount.  We  have  slill  a  few 
cimrch  membcrt,  who  keep  togfiUicr,  and  ars  Yiaitcdocosstoiiallf 
by  the  Missionary. 

Tbe  lati  91  EHOif]>B  nssd  to  be  vtstied  in  former  timea 
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about  onoe  a  quarter,  when  Grenada  was  favoured  with  three 
Missionaries.  The  only  estate  on  the  island  had  about  thros 
kandied  Negroes  connected  with  it,  forty  or  fifty  of  whom  had 
been  bioogbt  fioni  other  places,  where  they  had  hMurd  the 
Oospel,  and  were  seriously  disposed.  Gonyafe,  Sattteiua»  and 
Uennitage  have  also  been  visited  oocasionaUy ;  but,  withoat  an 
incRBse  of  ministerial  labour*  thej  eennot  be  snpplied  iega« 
kriy.  After  all  tlie  dmoges  wbiob  have  taken  place  we  bave 
now  ia  eonneiioo  witb  the  Gienida  liission  fm  cAi^peb,  tmo 

AmdM  ami  «t»  tMan^  mtd  mghUtm  hmdni  tUiendattU  on 
fuHie  worihip. 
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On  of  the  greatest  disoomforts  to  wbicb  the  Missionaries 
and  tbeir  families,  in  tbe  smaller  islands  of  the  West  Iudie«» 
were  exposed  in  former  times,  was  tbe  tossing  about  on  the  sea 
once  a  year  in  going  to  and  from  the  District  Meetings,  or  in 

removing  to  their  new  stations.  The  vessels  usually  employed 
on  those  occasions  were  small  incouveuicut  little  sloops  or 
scliooners,  rmd  when  the  party  was  large,  it  required  some 
activity  and  contrivance  to  make  arrann:ement3  for  cooking^ 
catin^r,  nn  l  slcepinf^  duriug  the  voy  i[;e,  which  .sometimes  lasted 
,  for  a  week  or  tea  dny?.  The  superintendence  ot  these  things 
devolvcr!,  ns  a  niatter  of  course,  upon  those  Missionaries  who 
were  most  free  from  sea-sickness,  and  otherwise  best  adapted 
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for  the  office,  but  we  soon  became  reconciled  to  a  mode  of  lUb 
which  at  tii*8t  was  anytliinp:  but  ag;rceable. 

We  found  some  relief,  however,  on  these  occasions,  in  the 
lianaony  and  good  feeling  wbick  generally  pervaded  tlie  com- 
pany. As  Christian  Missionaries,  we  knew  nothing  of  coldneee 
and  shyness  in  our  social  interoomie.  Kemaining  in  the  same 
District,  if  spared,  for  many  years,  without  those  frequent 
ehanges  which  are  so  oommon  in  Bngland,  we  became  wcJI 
acquainted  vrith  eacli  other ;  and,  being  ao  frequently  thrown 
upon  our  own  resoaroes,  as  a  body  of  Ministers,  in  far  distant 
lands,  in  drcnmstauces  both  of  joy  and  sorrow,  we  were 
united  by  ties  of  sympathy  and  affection,  such  as  can  be  under* 
stood  only  by  those  who  have  been  called  to  leave  kindred  and 
home  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  heathen  countries.  We  loved  as 
brethren,  and  no  sacrifioj  was  thouglit  too  fi^reat  to  make  to  pro- 
mote each  otlier's  comfort.  The  incidents  connected  with  some 
of  tlicsi.'  missionary'  voynpjes  were  of  such  a  character  as  never 
to  be  eiraccd  liotu  the  memory.  Many  a  beautiful  moonlight 
night  have  we  sat  upon  the  deck  of  the  vessel,  and  talked  about 
Missions,  books,  home,  kindred,  atid  friends,  until  we  have 
become  so  deeply  interested  in  the  subjects  of  our  conversation 
that  we  have  been  loath  to  "  turn  in."  *  Since  the  West  India 
Steam  Packet  Company's  vessels  have  been  plying  among  the 
iskinds,  fitdlities  for  travelling  are  afforded  which  were  unknown 
in  former  tiroes ;  and  the  Missionaries  and  their  families  are 

•  This  rcfprence  to  missionary  journeys,  privatioTis,  joys,  sorrows,  sym- 
pathy, and  brotherly  love,  rcniinda  mc  of  a  period iceil  rtccfitly  rt  otivcd  from 
Australia,  containing  a  aeries  of  "  Mis^ouary  KecoUecttons  "  of  ihe  West 
lodiei,  in  which  the  writer  refwt  to  me  as  hti  SuperiatendcDt,  end  to  the 
•pirit  in  vbidi  we  ]ivcd  and  laboored  together,  in  twins  which  I  eaanot 
quote  withont  the  appearance  of  egotitmi  but  I  may  be  allowed  ainoerdj 
to  reciprocate  his  Idiidaeti,  and  to  aitiire  J.  B.  and  mj  other  dear  snrvivuig 
colleagues,  scattered  abroad  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  that  th^  are 
still  remembered  with  nndying  aAcetioD,  both  in  eoeial  convene  and  the 
throne  of  heavenly  grace. 

"  SuUftuti  at  in  ns  all  one  soul : 

No  power  can  make  us  twnin;  • 
And  moantains  rise  and  ocea&s  nil 
To  sever  ns  ia  vain." 
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ilow  sometuues  able  to  make  arrangements  for  their  xenkovalb 
with  less  disoomfort  aod  iuooDTenienee  than  formerly. 

These  intercolonial  voyages  of  the  Miaaiofiiaries  are  oocft- 
slonally  attended  with  considerable  danger,  as  well  as  discom- 
fait.  The  venels  themselves,  which  trsffie  amoDg  the  islands, 
«ie  not  weU  adtpted  to  eneonnter  stonny  weather;  and  the 
Creole  Captains  who  command  them  aie  too  frequently  hot 
partially  acquainted  with  the  science  of  navigation.  After 
having  been  ont  at  sea  for  several  days,  we  have  sometimea 
gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  whidi  presented  itself,  on 
£iUing  in  with  a  vessel,  of  inquiring  our  way  to  the  next  port ; 
and  we  have  been  obliged  more  than  once  to  assume  the  entire 
control  over  the  vessel  we  had  chiutered,  and  to  direct  tbe 
sailors  what  tu  do,  being  apprehensive  of  the  consequences  of 
leaving  all  to  the  CupLam,  especially  when  we  had  reason  lo  fear 
that  strong  drink  was  gainini^  the  mastery  over  reason. 

On  one  occasion,  when  on  our  way  from  Trinidad  to  St. 
Yiiicent's,  we  were  placed  in  circumstances  of  considerable 
peril.  Having  to  call  at  Grenada,  to  take  on  lioard  the  Mis- 
sionarv  who  was  going  to  the  District  Meeting,  we  stood 
directly  for  that  island.  We  made  Point  Saline  about  sunset ; 
but,  the  wind  being  rather  unfavourable,  we  had  to  beat  up  the 
coast  after  dark.  The  Captain  was  totally  unacquainted  with 
the  island,  and  we  were  at  a  loss  to  know  what  course  to  take. 
We  could  faintly  discern  something  while  a-bead,  which  was 
pronounced  by  a  loquacious  lailor  to  be  the  town  of  St.  George. 
It  was  soon  settled  that  we  should  proceed  straightforward  at 
once ;  but  before  we  had  proceeded  many  hundred  yards  we 
found  ourselves  on  a  dangerous  rocky  shore ;  and  that,  instead 
of  entering  the  harbour,  as  we  expected,  we  were  making  towards 
a  field  from  which  the  sugar-canes  had  been  reaped,  the  white 
apipearance  of  which  had  deceived  the  eye.  We  had  scarcely 
time  to  consult  about  the  matter  when  we  found  ourselves  sur- 
rounded by  breakers,  the  deafening  roar  of  which  was  anything 
but  agreeable.  At  my  request  the  Captain  instantly  let  go  the 
anchor,  and  we  remained  during^  the  night  in  a  narrow  bnsin, 
almost  surrounded  with  reefs.  As  the  motion  of  the  vessel  was 
considerable,  we  were  apprehensive  that  she  might  drag  tbe 

A  2 


MM  iL— «B  wmn  rout. 


anchor ;  Mr.  ^nyell  and  I  therefore  kept  watch  diiriog  tiir 
nii^ht,  and  we  were  thankful  to  find  ^hc  hrld  her  irronini.  The 
nc\t  moniing  our  srliooncr  was  «i<;-cn  from  llir  liarbour,  and  t 
number  of  boats  were  manned,  and  came  out  to  our  assistance* 
taking  it  lor  gmtad  that  our  itrntk  was  agrotind.  In  the 
mean  tinMb  pwarifiiig  tlie  narrow  channel  by  wkaek  we  had 
entered,  we  weired  aneher,  tanked  out  into  tha  open  ace,  bora 
op  Hmt  the  haibowt  and  mat  oar  kind  friends  comii^  doira»  wht 
gnte  la  a  haait j  cfaaar  on  o«r  pmidantial  dilifaranea  iam 
aneh  a  parilona  poaitton. 

Having  baaa  joined  bj  the  Bar.  Geoige  Baeid  and  hia  aon» 
wo  pmaaded  on  oar  vqjage^  tralj  thanldhl  to  onr  heaianly 
Father  fbr  Hie  pmerving  goodnoM.  Boring  the  IbUoving  night 
«e  fcand  omelvea  in  eonpany  with  a  enipiaioaa*]ookiag 
Spaniah  laaneh,  whieh  wee  promineed  by  soaae  on  hoerd  to  he 
a  pirate.  Our  apptehenatoae  were  increased  by  the  eiramlaaoe 
of  the  two  Teasels  haTing  nearly  come  in  collision  when  sailing 
ou  different  **  tacks,**  on  which  occii^ion  the  Cnptains  used  very 
abusive  liuiguajre  to  eHth  ether,  ilie  next  inorninsr  we  wen^ 
^lad  to  tiiid  thai  our  disasrr<  table  ix)iiipnnion  had  duappcared, 
and  we  [»fU4i€*Kil  o;i  (mi  V(.\a^  in  peace  and  safety. 

In  the  year  1841,  our  nunual  Districi  Meeting  was  held  in 
the  island  of  Tohjijifo,  the  only  colony  in  tl)e  St.  Vincvnt'* 
and  Demcrara  Districts  to  which  1  had  not  the  pleasure  of  an 
appointment,  during  the  period  of  my  mieeionafy  iahonre  in  the 
West  Indiea.  I  viaited  the  statioQ»  howcTer.  on  the  occssion 
eUndedto;  and  hare  had  ample  opportonitiee  ef  anridng  the 
pro^s  of  events  in  thet  iefand  lor  auiny  yeeia  pail;  end  it  b 
with  pkeenre  that  1  place  upon  record  a  few  piitieidnri  with 
referenee  to  it,  which  maj  peihape  he  intercetii^  to  the  flrienda 
of  IfieaioiM. 

The  aeTigation  beCweea  Qfcneda  and  Tohi«o  ie  aoaMwhal 
drcatj  end  intricate,  aa  it  je  generally  ncciceeiy  to  woik  welt 
np  to  windward,  and  then  etecr  between  the  Grenedinee.  On 
the  oeeerion  allnded  to,  I  was  eeooeipaniMi  by  the  Ber.  Messrs. 
BiflkiMrd  and  Hard,  Mr.  WtlUam  CleaTcr.  a  candidate  for  the 
ainiiiry  from  Trinidad,  and  the  Rev,  John  aud  Mrs.  W  ood^ 
who  had  joined  us  at  Gr^iLada.    \Vc  left  tbe  island  last  men* 
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tkmed  on  the  27th  of  January,  and  beat  up  to  Union,  from 
•whence  we  were  able  to  lay  our  coiu'se  lor  the  place  of  our  des- 
tiuation,  by  keeping  close  to  the  wind.  On  Priday  we  made 
Tobago,  which  is  not  very  attractive  iu  its  aj)pear;ince,  on  the 
■eaateni  coast.  The  shore  being  very  dangerous  and  rocky,  we 
were  obliged  to  keep  well  out  to  sea  \mtil  we  came  opposite  the 
port.  On  the  following  morninf^  we  entered  the  harbour,  and 
•came  to  anchor,  with  tbe  town  of  Scarborough  clearly  in  view, 
which  presented  a  very  agreeable  prospect.  On  landing  we 
were  kindly  neeived  by  th€  £er.  G.  and  Mrs.  Banyell,  who 
had  made  emy  necessary  arrangement  for  our  comfor  t  during 
<0lir  tqiotim.  On  Monday  evening,  the  Ist  of  February,  I 
preached  in  town ;  and  on  Sunday,  the  7  th,  I  ipent  a  happy  day 
at  Mount  St.  Geoifei  in  company  with  my  raapaotad  fifiiod  and 
tvothar,  tha  bta  Bav.  John  Blaekwelly  who  Idndly  thaiad  with 
ae  in  tha  terrioet  of  the  wnctnary. 

Soon  after  onr  party  reached  Tobago,  we  were  joined  by  ^ 
ifissionariee  from  Baibadoei  and  SU  VinoentV  They  entered  the 
haiboor  in  a  beantifnl  aehoonor  in  gallant  Ic,  with  flags  floating 
<»!  both  topmasts,  bearing  the  ctriking  and  appropriate  mottoes. 

The  world  is  my  parish,"  and  "  Best  of  all  is,  God  is  with  us.*' 
This  circumstance,  together  with  the  assembling  of  so  many 
Ministers  for  the  lirst  time  in  the  island,  excited  much  interest  . 
mid  our  religious  services  were  well  attended.  During  our  stay 
we  were  treated  with  ranch  kindaciss  and  hospitality  by  the 
friends  generally,  and  especially  so  by  A.  Melville,  J,  T.  Com- 
mitsioiig,  J.  1.  l)ovel],  and  K.  (i.  Ross,  Esqs.  Having  fiui«hed 
•our  business,  we  returned  to  our  respective  stations,  ia?ounhiy 
impressed  with  our  visit  to  this  interesting  colony. 

The  ishind  of  Tobago  is  situated  in  latitude  11^  15'  norths 
4md  longitude  60**  40'  west,  about  eighty-one  miles  from  Gre- 
nada, and  fifly-one  ftom  Trinidad  and  the  Spanish  Main,  which 
4smi  be  clearly  seen  on  a  fine  day.  It  is  thirty-three  miles  long 
.and  nine  broad,  and  piesenta  to  the  Tiew  a  anrftee  leas  irregular 
«id  broken  than  that  of  many  of  the  other  Weit  India  iilande» 
4mdpoeseB8eB  a  fertik  eoil,  being  watered  by  nnmeRma  springs. 
Aa  the  population  only  amoonta  to  abont  fiHurteen  thott* 
«tnd,  it  ia  not  surprising  that  a  connderable  portion  of  the 
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idand  oontinnes  in  its  origiail  wildaniw  tUla*  wmed  vkk 

primitive  fore9t  trees.    Perhaps  this  circuin stance  may  acconnl, 

ill  part,  for  the  unenviable  reputation  which  this  colony  has- 
gained  for  its  aUegeil  insalui)riou8  climate.  If  it  should  ever 
becotiii  i1ir»roiiglily  cleared  and  cultivated  iis  Barbadoety 
perhaps  it  will  be  equally  healthy. 

'  It  ha.s  never  been  accurately  ascertained  hy  whom  the  i^bnil 
of  Tobago  was  at  first  discoven-d  ;  but,  frorn  \  \u-  sc;inty  n  ix^ird* 
which  we  And  of  its  early  history,  it  appears  to  have  pas9ed 
through  various  changes  in  its  process  of  colonization.  A» 
early  as  1632,  a  party  of  Dnioh  adventurers  from  FlessingM 
IumM  on  the  shores  of  Tobago,  and  formed  the  first  European 
settlemeni.  At  that  period  the  island  was  found  witkovl 
inhabitanta  t  but  it  bore  erident  marks  of  having  been  once 
peopled  bj  a  Mvage  and  wnriike  tnoe  of  Indiimt.  The  Spamatda 
of  TUnidad  no  sooner  heard  of  the  fomation  of  thia  inftat 
oolony  than,  inineneed  by  n  spirit  of  jealooiyt  they  Acted  ont 
an  expedition  against  it,  in  which  they  wen  Joined  by  the 
Mfige  natifea  of  the  neighbouring  continent  of  South  Ameriee. 
The  Dutch  settlers  wein  taken  by  surprise,  and  fell  an  easy  pny 
to  their  enemies.  Meet  of  them  were  cnieUy  masaaored,  while 
the  few  who  escaped  6ed  to  the  woods,  where  they  secreted  them» 
selves,  until  they  found  an  oj>portunity  to  h  ave  the  eounlrv. 
Havinj*  completed  their  work  of  destruction,  the  iu\:i(ler-  took 
ttu  ir  departure  i  and  the  iilaud  was  once  more  left  without 
inhabitants. 

About  twentv  years  aflenvnrda,  the  Dntrh  made  n  srrond 
attempt  to  form  a  settlement  ;  hut  they  h.T<l  not  proet  rded  far 
with  building  houses,  and  cuUivatmg  the  ground,  when,  in  1665, 
ihey  were  attacked  and  vanqttished  by  tl»  English.  The  oon* 
qinerors  were  not  permitted  long  to  c^joy  the  fruits  of  their 
netoiy,  however ;  hr  they  were  eoon  aUcrwarda  attacked  by  the 
French,  to  whom  they  were  obliged  to  yield  the  colony. 
Louis  XIV.,  having  move  teiritoiy  than  he  eouid  either  peopin 
or  deimd^  nstored  Tobego  to  the  ]>ulch,ita  otiginai  posnmaon^ 
The  iwndant  eolonists  now  reeeiffod  an  aBwerion  of  motnthnn 
n  thonend  tettldi  ftom  Hollaiid»  md  rommwirfd  the  eultivn* 
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turn  of  tobaooo,  indigo,  cotton,  and  sugar,  on  a  aoale  nerer 
before  attempted. 

In  1677*  the  Tkeneh,  being  allured  by  the  improved  state  of 
the  oolony,  equipped  a  fleet  to  take  possession  of  it ;  but  the 
Batch,  being  aware  of  the  design  of  their  enemies^  also  sent  a 
strong  naval  force  to  defend  it.  The  hostile  fleets  came  in  con- 
tact off  the  coast  of  Tobago,  where  a  fearful  conflict  followed, 
in  which  every  aliip  was  dismasted,  and  twelve  vessels  burned 
to  ashes,  while  several  others  were  sunk.  Those  which  escaped 
destruction  were  reduced  to  mere  wrecks ;  and  the  French  were 
oblisred  to  relinquish  their  undi  i  taking.  They  renewed  the 
attack,  however,  a  few  months  afterwards,  when  a  shell,  tlirown 
into  the  fortification  of  the  colonists,  blew  up  their  powder 
magazine,  and  decided  the  contest  in  favour  of  the  ass.ulants. 
Instead  of  settling  in  the  island,  however,  the  Frencli  dis- 
mantled the  fortifications ;  set  fire  to  the  houses,  plantations, 
and  ships  in  the  harbour ;  transported  the  inhabitants  from  the 
country ;  and  took  their  departure,  leaving  the  island  once  more 
without  an  inhabitant,  in  which  state  it  remained  for  fifty  years. 

In  1763,  the  English  once  more  took  possession  of  Tobago, 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  a  permanent  and  prosperous  colony. 
Onr  countrymen  committed  an  egregious  error,  however,  in 
forming  their  settlements  chiefly  on  the  leeward  side  of  the 
island,  which  was  fonnd  to  be  very  nnhealthy,  and  great  sick- 
nesa  and  mortality  were  the  result.  They  afterwards  turned 
their  attention  to  the  windwardfdistrict,  which  proved  much 
more  salubrious.  In  1781,  the  colony  was  once  more  taken  bv 
tiie  French;  but  iL  was  le-taken  by  the  Lnglish  in  1803,  and 
has  ever  since  remained  in  our  possession.  Since  the  llestora- 
tion  of  peace  to  Europe  and  the  colonics,  this  island  has 
rapidly  advanced  in  agricultural  and  mercantile  prosperity ;  and 
it  will  now  bear  a  comparison  with  any  of  the  smaller  islands  of 
the  West  Indies. 

Tobago  cannot  boast  of  many  towns  and  villages.  Scar- 
borough, the  capital,  is  said  to  bear  a  striking  resemblance  to 
the  celebrated  watering-place  of  that  name  in  Yorkshire,  from 
which  it  may  have  originally  derived  its  appellation.  It  is  con- 
veniently situated  on  rising  gronnd»  which  gives  it  a  beauUM 
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appeirailoe  wben  seen  fiom  «  distenee.  The  tov«  eontaias  a 
fern  good  baildiiigs»  aooie  of  wludi  m  crcdad  of  wood»  Mi 
odwrs  of  stone  end  hndL  The  Weslefvi  chepel»  ta^jUk 
ditiieb»  end  Cbnrt-hoase  eve  leepeelible  edtfieee ;  ead  eo  if» 
eoow  of  the  Meneioas  occupied  by  BMnheols^  ploalsnh  nd 
others.  The  fort  end  bemoki  ere  sitoated  on  e  hiU  ahorvs  the 
town,  end  eonmend  e  delightAil  end  csieaeife  fnoofMcl.  Inh- 
inedialely  below  we  have  a  view  of  the  streets  and  liouaes  of 
Scarborough,  with  the  Tcssels  in  the  Laibuur  ,  and  be\onil 
xijipcnr  scvi-ral  beautiful  rocky  islnnds,  over  ulnt  l.  i:  n  iiU 
wiale  Whiiu  of  the  occaa  is  freqiu ully  bicakiti^  ;  wliit:>l  in  thr- 
cli«»tance,  on  the  ROUtHem  lioii/.on,  mny  be  sttn  the  dim  biue 
out  1 1  IK  ol  till"  island  of  Trinidad  and  tlie  Spnni^h  Main. 
Courland  and  Man-of-War  Bay  are  iuoonsiUcrabk  viilages^on 
the  north  side  of  the  island. 

The  Moravian  Missionary  Society  had  the  honour  of  being 
the  first  to  attempt  the  moral  improvement  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Tobago,  who  are  represented  es  b«ng  iu  a  state  of  fcefiat 
spiritual  destitution  in  the  latter  pert  of  the  seventeenth  oen* 
tnry.  In  1790,  the  fiev.  T.  Montgomeiy,  the  father  of  the 
eelsbiated  poet,  the  late  Jeame  Moatgoaisiy,  Em|^  of  flhfifcld. 
amsed  from  Barfaedoee,  et  the  eaiasst  reqnest  of  Mr.  Hemiltea»  • 
a  gentleown  of  eoneidemble  property  end  uiOnsaee  ia  the 
istend.  The  Misswaeiy  was  leeeifed  with  gieet  hiadaem  aad 
eofdiality  by  the  Gafemor.  Ooant  Dillon,  ae  erell  ee  hj  atkr 
gentlemen  of  note  in  the  c<4ony ;  and  at  firat  the  proipeet  ef 
nscftthMM  eppeered  my  praousing.  His  kbooft  were  soon 
obstmeted,  howefcr,  by  several  untoward  cimimstauoes.  A 
mutiny  brokt>  out  amonK  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison,  the  town 
was  rcdua'd  to  ashes  by  a  dt>tntictivc  fire,  and  soon  nt'itTward?* 
a  dn^adful  huiutitne  laid  waste  the  whole  oounlr).  Thcs«* 
eveulj»,  which  succeeded  rarli  othtr  in  rapid  tuci-e^^ion.  csuvtl 
great  eicitement  in  the  island  ;  and  when  the  effects  liad  »ub- 
siiied,  an<l  nieelings  could  o^dn  be  ht  Id  for  li»e  instruf  lion  of 
the  people,  the  Ne^^roei^  nianifi-^tcd  grisat  uowiUingne^  to 
attend.  On  one  oeoisiou  fourteen  eame ;  and  on  another,  aficr 
the  Missionary  had  waited  a  whole  hour,  only  thrae  made  ihfir 
aaneaianee  x  while  on  mmmo  ftahhatha  m»L  a  aiaala  osma 
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iMir  ilm  plaoe.  After  labooriitg  Ibr  a  ^rear,  Mr.  Montfcmiay 
complained  bitteily  of  want  of  toeoMs*  In  one  eoniniuiicetioii 
ht  nays,  "  Our  gfeateet  grief  ie,  that  we  Aa«9  noi  fd  fimut  « 
mul  thai  Meki  a  SanourJ*   Having  lost  his  wife,  and 

being  himself  ill  with  dysentery,  the  Missionaiy  relurntd  to 
Barbadoca  ;  where,  a  short  time  afterwards,  he  was  calkd  to 
exchange  the  sorrows  of  time  for  the  joys  of  eternity. 

In  1798,  the  Moravian  Mission  was  re-established  by  the 
Kev.  C.  F.  W.  Sh inner,  who  met  with  a  favourable  reception 
from  mnny  of  the  planters,  and  who  commenced  his  labours 
with  a  fair  prospect  of  success ;  but  about  three  years  after- 
wards it  wet  again  abandoned  in  oonsequenoe  of  ibe  alarm  which 
prevailed  on  aoooant  of  an  alleged  conspiracy  among  the 
Negroes  to  murder  all  tbe  white  inhabitants,  and  take  potaai 
aioa  of  the  island.  Seveial  yeean  afterwarda  the  Miaaion  was 
onee  more  renewed  under  more  fiivooiable  eiioomsteneea^  and  it 
has  eontinned  in  aetifo  operation,  with  gnat  adfantige  to  the 
labouring  popnlation^  to  the  present  time. 

About  the  year  1808,  the  London  Iftsaionaiy  Soeiety 
appointed  the  Ber.  B.  EUiott  to  eommenee  a  Miaaion  in 
Tobago.  A  ehapel  wis  erected  for  his  aeoommodation  in  Seai^ 
borough,  where  he  had  a  small  congregation  of  white  and 
coloured  people.  He  also  preached  occasionally  on  several 
estates  ;  but,  as  the  Mission  av;is  attended  with  considerable 
expense  and  little  success,  it  was  lelmquished  m  181  i,  and  Mr. 
Elliott  removed  to  Demerara,  where  his  labours  were  made  a 
great  blessing. 

It  wns  several  years  afterwards  that  the  VVesleyaii  ^lissionnry 
•Society  added  Tobago  to  the  list  of  West  India  stations ;  but 
this  delay  was  not  owing  to  apathy  or  iuditlei  ence,  but  to  cir^ 
cumstances  which  could  not  be  controlled.  As  early  as  1795 
the  Kev.  W.  Turton  paid  a  visit  to  this  island  from  Antigua ; 
but  just  at  this  time  the  place  was  invaded  by  tbe  French,  as 
ahready  mentioned,  and  the  whole  ooimtiy  was  Uiid  waste.  For 
several  days  and  nights  the  Missionary  was  eiposed  to  the  open 
air,  having  no  other  shelter  than  a  bush  to  sereen  him  from  the 
sun  by  day  and  the  cold  by  night,  with  soasody  any  food  to 
snstiln  nature.  This  brought  on  a  fit  of  sickness,  which  eon- 
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timwd  for  tomt  nontlu.  After  the  ¥nmki  luid  menitod  tli» 

island »  Mr.  Turton  foand  it  to  diffictiU  to  collect  a  congrcfflition 
in  the  unsettled  s^tate  of  the  colonv,  tluit  he  was  iuiluoed  to 
return  to  Antigun. 

In  1S17,  the  llev.  Messrs.  Browu  and  Citt'*  r;i!lc(l  nt  'Voh^,:^) 
on  their  wny  to  llayti,  nml,  being  detninr;!  a  few  (l,iy«,  they 
rnllpctpfl  some  inten  simi;  infdrmntion,  wliich  tluy  roitimunicated 
to  the  bociety  nt  home.  Tlirv  fouml  several  ])t  r«otis  5erioii«!y 
disposed,  who  lind  been  nu-mbcrs  of  our  church  in  other  isUndf, 
with  whom  they  held  protilnblc  conversation.  They  prenched 
four  limes  in  the  chapel  built  by  Mr.  Elliott,  of  the  LoMkn 
Missionary  Socidy,  who  had  then  left  the  isUind.  This  was  the 
only  place  of  w(»rship  at  that  time  in  tlie  colony.  Hating 
nodfed  kind  altention  from  levermlof  the  inhehitanta,  especialhr 
horn  a  Mr*  OauiuighanB,  the  Miauooarict  pmeedcd  oa  thair 
▼oyage  to  the  plaoe  of  their  destination.  In  the  oonrse  of  the 
foUoving  year,  a  pioiis  soldier  wrote  a  Mer  fromTdbai^oto  the 
late  Ber.  Jfoeeph  Bcnaon,  setting  forth  the  denioinli»d  state  of 
the  ooranninity,  and  earnestly  pleading  for  a  Missionary. 

In  1817.  the  Ber.  8.  P.  WooUey  visited  Tobago  by'dirselM 
of  the  Antigna  Diairiot  Meeting ;  and  be  being  deeply  impfvssed 
with  the  necessity  for  something  bein?  done  for  a  place  so  desti- 
tote  of  the  iiie»ins  of  rclij;iou8  iuslructjon.  jirrnnzemcats  were 
in.Jt.  at  once  for  the  provisional  apfiointiuciit  of  the  Rev.  J. 
Huvner  to  thi**  new  ftation.    Tlu-  work  wns  commeooed  bv  this 

* 

devoted  .Mi«««ion!ir)'  with  eneonnii^in^  pro^^pert^  of  «nrefr-*  ;  but 
in  a  few  monllis  nl"trr  his  arriv.il  hi>  lUar  sickci.nl 
dit'd  ;  nn<l,  being  left  nith  a  little  infiint,  he  was  obiifud  t  j 
remove  to  another  station.  Mr.  Ravner  was  succeeded  bv  the 
Bev.  John  Smedley,  who  isbonred  for  three  years  on  tht^  «t.itiott 
with  considershle  success.  They  wen  yeais  not  only  of  arduous 
toil,  but  of  severe  sfflietaon  and  berearemcat  On  the  SSrd  of 
Notesaber.  1820,  be  was  called  to  oofomit  to  the  oold  gmio  the 
nnatna  of  the  Ber.  W.  Larsom,  a  piona  yonng  MisslBimiy« 
vho  had  bsao  sent  to  lahosir  with  hiai  aa  his  oollesgno ;  aad 
feor  di^  afterwards  he  was  hcteaved  of  his  balored  wifo«  Mri* 
SModlsy  died  hap^^  In  God  on  Snnday,  the  tith,  sAsr  an 
ilnesa  of  only  eight  days.  The  hswamd  Missianaiy  fcH  mm 
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acatdy  bis  loneliness,  bat  he  laboured  on  with  resignation  and 
coo  rage  in  his  Matter's  work,  and  was  made  a  great  blessing  to 
the  people  both  in  town  and  countiy. 

In  the  year  1888  the  Bev.  Messrs.  Nelson  and  Stephenson 
were  appointed  to  Tobago,  and  were  soon  enabled  to  report 
iaTonrably  of  the  state  of  the  society  in  Scarborough,  and  to 
eommunicate  the  pleasing  fact  that  eleven  estates  were  accessible 
to  them  for  the  instruction  of  the  long-neglected  slave  popula- 
ion.  These  zealous  Missionaries  were  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Powell,  Wood,  Blackwell,  and  others,  who  laboured 
more  or  less  successrully  in  this  interesting  island. 

The  difficulties  connected  witli  slavery  were  severely  felt, 
however,  in  iWn  ns  in  other  West  Indian  colonies.  It  was  not 
till  the  advput  of  tiic  glorions  emancipation  that  tin-  a\  ay  #as 
fully  opened  for  extensive  usefulness  among  the  labouring  popu- 
lation. In  the  year  1834,  after  so  many  years  of  patient  toil 
on  the  part  of  the  Missionaries,  there  were  only  one  hundred 
member*  in  Society ;  but  a  few  years  aflerwards,  when  ereiy 
hinderance  had  been  removed  out  of  the  way,  and  free  access 
was  allowed  to  the  people,  the  number  of  church  members  had 
increased  to  fifteen  hundred.  In  the  times  of  slaTCiy  our 
edacatioual  labours  were  necessarily  confined  to  Sabbath  schools ; 
but,  since  emancipation,  day  schools  have  been  established  in 
▼nions  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  people  have  made  rapid 
progress  in  reOgious  and  general  information. 

In  the  year  1839,  the  Bev.  George  Banyell  was  appointed  to 
Tobaj^o  ;  and,  during  the  three  years  that  he  laboured  there,  he 
was  favoured  to  realize  a  large  measure  of  success.  The  con- 
gregations lu  Scarborough  rapidly  iiiijirovcd  ;  every  pew  in  the 
chapel  was  engaged;  and  a  nuuiber  of  persons  were  brought  to  • 
a  saving  knowledge  of  the  tmth.  At  nnit  St.  George,  also, 
there  was  a  large  in-^j^fltherinp^  of  precinii^  souls  to  the  church 
of  Christ ;  allhoufrh  without  a  colleague,  the  zealous  Missionary 
extended  his  labours  to  the  windward  district  of  the  island, 
where  inviting  openings  presented  themselves  for  the  introduction 
of  the  Gospel.  When  the  people  had  been  favoured  to  hear  the 
good '  news  for  themselves^  snch  was  their  desire  to  be  more 
^y  instructed  in  the  wny  to  heaven,  that  they  frequently 


364 


VAST  SLr^TUB  WUT  imUM. 


walked  down  to  Momt  Si.  Georgf.  a  distance  of  twelve  m 
fourteoi  nikt,  to  hear  a  sermon,  and  returned  to  tbeir  kamm 
the  nme  day.  It  was  plceaing  nlso  to  obserre,  ti  this  poiodt 
the  abecm  of  pvcjodioe  agaioat  the  Goqw)  unoog  the  higher 
cleMeB  of  the  floamoBitv^  Whenvar  the  IfiaaaoBorv  liateBod 
in  the  diecheife  of  hie  impoiteBi  dntiee,  he  wae  looetved  tridi 
Mndneee,  and  cntcrtatned  with  Chmtien  hoe|MtalHy. 

In  tho  ehori  space  of  two  ytmr%  nearly  thne  hondrad  WKoa^ 
ben  wm  edded  lo  Iho  Society,  end  a  Ittge  inenoee  wae  feeliMd 
in  the  finaneial  leeonreee  of  the  IfieeioB.  In  the  year  IMd^ 
tlie  proceeds  of  the  Tobago  Branch  llissionary  Society  amounted 
to  the  noble  sum  of  three  liiindred  {)ouiids.  The  people  of  God 
were  willing  in  tin  dny  of  His  power.  On  one  ocnision,  when 
the  Miwionnrv  vs.is  toniintr  home  from  thr  wjiiduiiiki  jurt 
tin  islaud,  the  rniu  (icsctiuitii  in  torrent*,  anil  he  «^t  n  thorough 
wrtiinp.  A  fi  w  vu^rk*  nRerwanis,  on  TPtTjrr^inf  to  iUf  »aine 
estate,  he  prcarlied  in  tlic  boiinig-house  ;  und,  jusl  btiurt  Ik  con- 
cluded the  senrioe,  a  smart  black  man  stepped  up  to  him.  and 
aaid,  "Stop,  Maasa;  we  <^o  innke  collection  to-night/'  "A 
collection  for  what?  '*  said  the  Miaeionary,  *'  I  have  not  b^rdof 
it."  *'  Neber  mind,  Maaea ;  we  been  want  for  make  a  ooUectioo.*' 
They  were  aUowod  to  peoceed,  a  hat  wae  handed  round,  and  a 
Mbcrel  coUection  wae  nade.  The  good  nnn  who  had  lakan  the 
leed  in  the  hniineai  then  eane  iq>,  and  pomed  the  mmej  npen 
the  table,  end  eaid,  "'Now,  Maeaa  Hinialer,  de  eeOeelien  be 
Ibr  yon,  for  yonr  wet  jacket  da  hut  tine  yon  eone  to  peeaeh  In 
we."  The  MieeMwety  wae  pleeeingly  eniprieed  at  thie  aet  «f 
Ghriatian  lOMtaUty  and  kind  OHMdeiation.  He  aplained  to 
the  pc.^pir,  however,  that  he  laqwnd  no  eneh  rananentaen  far 
his  **  wet  jacket ;"  aod  that  the  money  which  they  had  so  geoe- 
rou>ly  conlril)ule<l  would  he  trivcntoaid  the  funds  of  the  "  grral 
t>ociety  *'  whioh  wnl  lam  priacii  to  ihera.  He  slso  a*surr^d 
them  that  be  would  coutiuiM:  bts  visit*  v\  .th  pleasure,  rc^'nnlle» 
of  an  occa»ioiiiii  wetting:  nnd  that  ius  best  nwsrd  would  be 
their  serious  attention  and  eordial  rei*rption  of  the  truths  til  the 
Gospel  which  it  wn§  his  business  to  proclaim. 

In  1841,  the  lieT.  Jamt's  Bickford  was  np}>a«nicd  lo  the 
Toby  etation,  and  noMjy  foUowed  np  the  laboura  cf  hia  aMtoaa 
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pradeoMOr,  botk  in  town  and  country ;  and  the  good  work  cou- 
tinued  to  prosper  in  all  its  departments.  The  following  year^ 
the  kte  Bar.  8.  Biuria  was  appointed  to  this  station  as  the 
seoond  IfissioDaiy,  the  chapel  at  Scarbovopgli  was  anlarged,  tho 
new  plaoes  in  the  ramota  parte  of  the  island  were  more  fre* 
qnently  supplied  with  preaching,  and  a  laig^  number  of  mem- 
ben  were  gathered  into  the  chnreh  of  Christ. 

The  Sev,  Henry  Hnid  was  appointed  to  the  snpeiintendenc^ 
of  this  Mission  in  1844 ;  and,  dnring  the  period  of  his  sealons 
labours  in  the  island,  the  good  work  steadily  adfanoed  on  all 
the  stations. 

Thus  the  Miabion  in  Tob;if^o  {•ontiiiuecl  to  prosper  from  year 
to  year,  without  anytliuig  occurriiiL^  to  impede  its  progress,  till 
the  year  1847,  when  n  dreadful  iiurrioanc  laid  waste  the  whole 
(X)untry,  and  mnny  of  our  people  sulferfid  the  "loss  of  all 
things."  Several  of  our  cha[)<'ls,  also,  were  laid  in  ruins;  and 
the  Missionaries  were  placed  in  circumstance  of  extreme  finau- 
cial  difficulty.  These  obstacles  were  ultimately  surmounted^ 
howcfer ;  and,  although  Tubago  has  of  late  years  suffered,  in 
oomnron  with  other  West  Indian  colonies,  in  its  agricultural  and 
commercial  interests,  the  Mission  work  maintains  an  important 
position.  The  station  was  occupied  in  snbseqoent  years  by  tho 
Be? .  Hesin.  Biggs,  Whitehcad,Brown,  Barley,  Elliott,  Honford, 
Wiendi,  Bfbses,  Manratt,  Chase,  Dixon,  Trotman,  Soper,  Bich- 
ardson,  and  others ;  but  our  limited  space  obliges  us  to  con* 
ehide  this  siceteh  with  the  following  brief  notices  of  the  respec* 
tivc  stations  ocenpied  by  the  Society  in  this  bland. 

ScAftBOioOGH  is  ihc'headof  the  Circuit,  and  the  place  where 
the  Superintendent  Minister  resides.  The  chapel  is  a  sub- 
stantial and  respectable  edifice,  built  oC  stone  and  brick,  with 
the  residence  of  the  Missionnry  above,  on  a  second  storey,  with  a 
commautiiiig  and  delightful  prospect.  It  was  erected  sjon  after 
the  commenceraent  of  the  Mission  ;  but  svmh  was  the  prosjn  rity 
of  ihp  work  in  after  years,  that  it  berame  too  small  for  the  con- 
gregation. In  1842  it  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  a  wing 
to  the  front,  under  the  direction  of  the  liev.  James  Bickford ; 
and  it  will  now  accommodate  about  six  hundred  persons.  An 
excellent  day  school  is  in  active  operation,  and  has  already  been 
of  great  benefit  to  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 
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MotKT  Sr.  GEORGE,  someUroes  called  £l»iorur,  aboat  six 
milMfromScarboraugh,  is  an  important  cotmtiy  ttalioii,  and  tkft 
place  where  the  second  Minister  residei.  A  otUDBodioiia  dMpai. 
built  of  wood,  with  •  direUing-liottis  and  temal  acres  of  hud, 
at  thia  plaee,  wera  gflueroutly  preacnted  to  the  Soeidj^  in  the 
year  ISSfi,  by  Angua  Melnlla»  JSaq.  The  buildinga  wera  tarn* 
pletdy  denolitfaed  by  the  himicaiie  of  1M7 ;  bat  they  haf* 
been  t Qooeeded  by  more  pennanent  and  oonunodiotta  enetiQna» 
which  ooeupy  a  attuation  not  Toy  ea^  of  aeeen»  the  loada 
being  very  bad  in  this  loealHy.  Thia  atatioa  it  also  fafonnd 
with  a  day  sehool. 

Mason  Hall  is  also  an  interesting  out>station,  about  four 
miles  hoiii  the  capital  in  another  (Urccliou.  Preachine  ims 
coiiHuencf«l  here,  and  a  ehnjal  rreeted,  by  the  Ki  v.  J'>lii5  Wovxl, 
ill  1S3S  ;  and  a  society  uas  foimt-d  liy  thr  Kef.  Gcur^t  IbiiscU 
in  thr  folKuving  year.  The  prospect  was  very  discourw^nnt:  <'<»r 
Fciiit:  t  iiiK' ;  htit  nftrrwniil  a  (U  liu'litful  chfin!!e  was  iiujiiif* >{t'd 
ill  lue  dispobil  nui  of  tlu  pcopli*  to  hear  the  won!,  nnd  there  was 
a  large  in-^nthennp^  ot  precious  souls  into  the  eimrch  of  Christ. 
The  prosperity  at  this  fetation  wnn  so  rapid  and  remarkable,  thai 
it  became  neoeaaary  to  enlarge  the  chnp<4  repeatetlly  to  accoBH 
modntc  the  crowds  of  people  who  ilocked  to  hear  the  word  of 
God.  The  first  enbr^^ement  of  the  chapel  was  effected  muim 
the  aupciinlendency  of  the  Ber.  Jamea  Bickford,  who  m  mm 
enning  received  eighty  candidatea  fat  membeiahipb  Tha 
second  enlarge ment  was,  in  bet,  a  lo^cnetion ;  for  the  chapal 
was  rr moved  and  rebnilt  on  a  larger  acala  by  the  Ber,  lUmy 
Jlurd,  on  a  lot  of  land  genaroosly  presented  to  the  Society  by 
John  Brviirx',  Eaq.y  the  proprietor  of  Nutmeg  Oiove  estate,  and 
was  neeured  to  tlw  Connexion  by  Mr.  Bickfofd,  prcfioos  to  hia 

Jcaviii'j  the  station. 

Of  late  years  the  Missionaries  havp  nt tended  their  labours  to 

Cou...iiiLi,  Eiij;li?!i[!i:.T;'*  Wny,  Mun-of-war  r»,i\,  uud  "lin-r  loii^- 
iui;l(  cfMl  jiliiccs',  UiiU  ^vcat  aiiv;wilaji;c  la  iiu-  |»eople,  »Lt>  wim 
y>Tv\n*u^'i\  III  a  mosi  dci^UUiLt:  aiui  dejrrnd*'*!  eoiidih"??.  ^^  he:i 
Mr.  Invltofil  tirst  viaiicd  Enirli-^httinn^  H av,  thrre  imd  never 
bttVre  bet  11  a  Chri'^ti^n  MMii-trr  tht  ir  of  nny  (iciioniiin^t ron. 

Then  ate  now  in  Tobago  stmh  H  'uUjfm  dutftU^  tw  ifw- 
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sUmarietf  nine  hundred  and  twenfy-aeven  cliurck  members,  eight 
hundred  and  fifiy-jive  schalaft,  and  two  ikwumd  jive  Jnmdred 
oUtndmiU  m  pmttiie  wonkip. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

THE  ISUKD  OF  TRtKIDAD. 

Appearance  of  Trinidad — The  liocas — Di.-covcml  by  CoUiuibuj*— Settled 
by  Spttiiiurds — Cou^uertU  bjr  tlie  Kug]i:dh — Aspect  of  the  Couatiy— • 
Soil  and  GUinatt— The  Htch  Laks— Mod  Volcaaoes— Natitral  Uit- 
Uaj — ^Toinit  and  V9lB|;et — ^Fopniation^Religioii  and  lionJt— Wet- 
lejrm  Hittiom — ^Early  Persecation — ^Extenaion  of  the  Work—Emmet* 
pation — Centenaiy  of  Methodism — MiieioiMriet  railed  up — ^Miaaioii 
Stations — Port  of  Spain — Di^  Marlin— San  Femando-^^WoodJiorl 
Dak— Coora— Clazton'a  Bqr* 

It  was  on  Saturday,  the  3rd  of  February,  1837,  tbat  I  first 
saw  the  island  of  Trinidad,  as  I  stood  upon  the  deck  of  a 
brigantioe  by  which  we  had  obtained  a  passage  from  Grenada. 
The  appearance  of  the  northern  coast  is  nigged  and  wild  in  the 
extreme.  Above  a  roelcy  beach,  washed  by  the  foaming  biUowa 
^  the  ocean,  may  be  seen  a  range  of  lofty  mountains,  covered 
with  perpetual  verdure,  but  without  auy  signs  of  cultivation. 
On  approaching  the  land,  we  beheld  several  small  barren 
islands,  towering  to  a  considerable  height  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  with  narrow  passages  for  ships  between  them.  These  arf 
the  Bocas,  the  laru:est  of  which  is  called  Boco  dd  Drago^  **  the 
Dragon*s  Mouth."  The  detached  cliffs,  which  form  so  remark- 
able a  feature  in  the  srcnen',  arc  supposed  by  Humboldt  ti>  liave 
onte  ioriiicd  a  rockv  barrier  wliicii  united  the  ialaud  of  Trinidad 
to  the  continent  of  South  America;  but  which  has  been  broken 
down,  cither  by  some  mighty  convulsion  of  nature,  or  by  the 
powerful  volume  of  water  which  is  constantly  discharged  from 
the  numerous  mouths  of  the  Orinoco.   The  current  is  still  very 
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strong ;  and  IkeMTi'^tion  is  intricate  and  dangeron,  eipecid^ 
a  the  breeze  fiub.  We  paaaad  tiurngk  tJM  Booat^  hovcm,  m 
safety,  the  wind  hm§  in  our  faTour ;  and  on  eafeariaf  tka  <hSt 
of  aboofc  winiet,  wn  fimnd  Uie  water  as  smooth  as  a  aH^ 
pond.  On  sailing  np  the  ooaet,  the  praspeet  was  still  lathsr 
dnarjr,  the  sugar  estates  being  chieAj  situated  in  other  parts  of 
theisland.  On  the  left  hand  we  eonhl  faintlj  distingnish  a  few 
small  aettlesMnts  inthe  fallens  and  buys  of  the  ooastof  Trinidad^ 
andontheiightwebehddthe  distantblnemottntaiae  of  theSpeniih 
Main.  As  the  breeie  entirely  failed  soon  after  dark,  we  were 
reluctnntly  obliged  to  come  to  anchor  for  the  night.  The  cabin, 
and  hold,  and  every  place  belon-,  were  very  uupk-judiil,  iiuiu  iiic 
circumstauo:  of  the  ycsml  fiavin^  been  employi^i  to  convey 
oittle  from  the  Spanish  Mniu  ,  vve  were  therefore  obliged  to 
sleep  oil  the  deck,  wbirh  wm  ailn\'\rt\  with  some  di$ooutfort^ 
especially  to  my  dear  wUe,  who  wns  tin-  only  female  on  board. 

The  follow  ing  day  being  the  Sabbath,  we  were  anxious  to  ge 
on  shore ;  and  a  light  breeze  having  sprung  up,  we  weighed 
anchor  early,  and  soon  came  in  sight  of  Fort  of  Spain.  The  town 
beiQg  situated  on  level  ground,  does  not  appear  to  advantage 
fh>ni  the  water ;  bnt  liron  the  extent  of  the  shi{^iig  in  the 
harbour,  the  importenos  of  the  eotonj  is  elearly  indicnied.  Ww 
knded  sbont  ten  o'eloek  a.ii.,  snd  pfoeseded  at  ones  to  llm 
ehapel  in  Hanover  fittest,  where  I  nsMied  mjr  lespsetsd  pit« 
deeessor,  the  Bev.  George  Beeid,  in  administering  the  eaen- 
ment  of  the  Loid's  Snppsr,  and  pfsnehed  in  the  evening  to  n 
Is^e  and  atlentiTe  eongregation. 

On  the  oeeasMNi  of  m  j  irst  appointsmt  to  Trinidad,  I  spent 
thiee  happy  yeors ;  and,  after  a  short  interval,  I  was  wyiwlad 
to  return,  and  take  char^  of  the  station  again,  which  I  did  with 
great  pleasure  for  two  )ears  longer,  up  to  the  time  of  our 
departure  from  the  West  Indies.  From  the  iMrorroation  which 
I  coIk»rtj"fl  nt  (Itffcfent  perioiU,  ami  from  niy  own  ubservations 
during  my  protrneleil  rr^idcncc  in  the  jslnnd,  I  am  rnnblcd  (o 
preserjt  the  reader  willi  ihr  following  brief  lii'^toneal  sti-lih  of 

this  im[>ortant  colony,  at  pieparstoij  to  aomd  account  of  onr 
missionary  enterprise. 
Xheisbuidof  Trinidad  it  sitiiatedin  ktitnds  10*39'  ncitk. 
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and  longitude  61»  34'  west.  It  was  discovered  by  the  enter- 
prising Colurabus,  in  the  year  1493,  when  prosecuting  his 
fourth  voyage  to  the  western  world.  It  is  stated  by  the  his- 
torian Ilerrera,  that,  on  being  overtaken  by  a  dreadful  storm, 
which  threatened  the  destruction  of  his  fleet,  the  celebrated 
navigator,  made  a  vow,  that  if  permitted  to  escape  from  his 
perilous  position,  the  first  land  he  discovered  should  be  called 
by  the  sacred  name  of  the  Sofy  2VmUy.  It  was  not  long  after^ 
wards  that  a  sailor  at  the  mast-head  descried  three  points  of 
land  on  the  distant  horizon,  when  the  remarkable  ai  pcaranoe, 
in  connexion  with  his  recent  vow^  induced  Columbus  to  pro- 
nounce it  Trinidad. 

This  ishind  was  regarded  by  the  Spaniards  as  a  convenient 
place  of  rpfulczvous,  from  its  contiguity  to  the  continent  of 
South  Aii.nica,  ;>tul  the  mysterious  Orinoco,  which  were  dis- 
covered about  the  same  time,  and  were  sujiposcd  to  be  the 
regions  of  gold.  The  settlement  first  formed  in  Trinidad  was 
never  intended  to  be  ])ermanent  :  hence  no  attention  was  paid 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  or  tiie  improvement  of  the  country  ; 
and  it  wn^  quitted  altogether  as  often  as  the  Spanish  adventurers 
thought  proper  to  explore  other  regions.  It  was  not  until 
several  years  after  its  discovery,  when  the  golden  dream  of  the 
OrtTioco  lull]  vanished,  that  a  few  straggling  Spaniards  returned 
to  the  i  land,  and  commenced  the  cultivation  of  cocoa,  an 
article  for  which  the  place  1ms  ever  since  been  so  famous. 

When  first  discovered,  Trinidad  was  inhabited  by  a  race  of 
Indians,  mild  and  peaceful  in  their  habits,  and  differing  entirely, 
in  their  appearance,  language,  government,  and  religion,  from 
the  warlike  Caribs  of  the  Leeward  Islands.  But  the  compara^ 
tively  inoffensive  character  of  the  aborigines  did  not  secure  them 
from  the  cruelty  and  o  ppression  of  the  strangers.  The 
Spaniards  treated  these  simple  children  of  the  forest  with  great 
rigour;  but  before  they  were  entirely  exterminated,  the  country 
fell  into  other  hands,  and  thus  a  remnant  was  spared,  the 
descentlants  of  whoni  still  occupy  setiiements  at  Arima,  and  iu 
other  parts  of  the  inland. 

The  golden  vi>ion5  of  the  sixteenth  century  wore  not  con- 
fined to  Spain.   Many  persons  in  Eoglaud  heard  of  the  wealth 
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of  the  western  world,  nnd  loncrril  to  sliarc  in  the  woiuU-rrul  liis- 
eoverics  which  were  then  l)ein{j:  mftde.  In  139y,  Sir^^alt»T 
lUleigh  headed  nn  expedition  to  explore  the  mighty  Orinoco. 
On  the  22nd  of  MaTch»  he  arritred  in  Trinidad,  attacked  the 
feeble  Spanish  garrison,  marched  up  to  St.  Joseph*8,  the  capital, 
took  the  Governor  prisoner,  hurncd  the  town  to  aslu  and  tix^k 
poseeenon  of  the  island.  Having  liberated  five  Indian  Chiefs, 
whom  he  found  confined  in  a  loathsome  dungeon,  and  adopted 
other  oondliatoiy  meaaare$»  he  gained  the  friendship  of  the 
natives,  and  proneded  np  tlie  Orinooo  with  two  or  three  inaD 
vessels,  leaving  Idt  largest  abipa  at  Trinidad.  The  adventurer 
had  to  enoonnter  man^r  difficulties  in  aacending  tbe  river;  and. 
«s  he  pmhed  forward,  he  met  with  extensive  twamps  and 
impenetrable  forests,  but  no  mountains  of  gold.  After  pro- 
ceeding nltout  four  liundrcd  mi\c%  into  the  interior,  the  expedi- 
tion returned  with  fcHings  nf  !)itt<  r  disajipointiui  nt.  ami  iiiwin- 
cloned  Trinidad  ;  and  tlie  indolent  Spaniards  were  ogaia  left  iu 
<]uiet  po««e<^^ion  of  the  country. 

In  1 076,  the  colony  wn*  nttneVed  nnd  conqn-  i«  <l  l»y  th" 
French;  btrt,  instead  of  rttiiainiii:^  to  tnjoy  tlu'  fruit  ot"  tlicif 
victor)',  they  plundered  the  town,  ciuned  off  ever}  ihing  that 
was  valuable,  and  left  the  iiland  onoe  more  in  possession  of  its 
former  inhabitants. 

Nothing  remarkable  occurred  after  this,  until  1797,  when 
Trinidad  was  captured  bj  the  British,  the  fleet  of  iu-ar- Admiral 
Harvey  acting  in  eoncert  with  the  land  Ibvcea  under  tbe  com* 
mand  of  General  Abercfombie.^  By  tbe  Ttety  of  Amiens,  in 
1808,  the  oolonj  wis  ceded  to  tbe  British  crown  In  peipettti^. 
and  has  ever  since  remained  in  our  possession. 

*  The  Britifth  toUim  hiiihiil,  oa  tha  17th  uf  Fchvw7,  At  t  tofw 
dilate  silM  shoot  two  mSkt  horn  Pott  of  Sptin.  •b4,  hei^  ftit%oed 
with  tht  emte  qC  tha  wroiaK.  tky  esouMMea  aHddag  anf  M  nthar 
akffateila.  TWy  koba  of  tht  hioli^  hnMi  aaJ  dinillify,  mpm 
two  hojribra of  tusnr  aad  Ibfse  fmshssaa  of  nnn  into  »  well,  aod  Uk« 
<Irtw  up  the  bcvrngv  by  mcaoM  of  a  rape  tltechcd  to  a  baricat,  fcr  the 
rrftT«hii!fii!  i  f  t!ii  «h<ilf  e'^m|i*«y  I  The  ronu..ct  -  f  tt  ^om  ©tj  this 
ocr*«iott  «ju  H' ^<ry  ri>iuiiiieD<lablc,  iMjt  tke  rtintninr,  c^ficcudiy  mhco 
mrmrded  fn>tn  a  t^fimiai  puibt  of  riew.  It  '%»  *t*%9^,  howertr,  iKaf  or  %\^ 
fikolc  the  aoliiim  were  very  miMkmU  wfUetjjr  la  their  cotuiuci  oa 
takmg;  HssiinaaftWaMal 
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The  govenimeut  of  the  f<)l()ny  was  confided  to  Sir  Thomas 
Picton,  a  man  of  perseverjuL;  i  iiergy,  and  peculiarly  adapted  for 
his  important  otiice,  although  much  persecuted  iu  the  course  of 
his  public  career.  On  a  change  of  ministry  taking  place  in  the 
British  Cabinet,  the  colony  was  |ilaoed  under  the  government  of 
three  Commissioner? ;  but  the  arrangement  resulted  in  nothing 
but  discord.  Sir  X.  Uialop  was  next  appointed  as  Governor, 
who,  in  1811,  was  succeeded  by  Mfjor-General  W.  Monro. 
The  last-named  gentleman  had  only  been  in  office  two  years 
when  heVas  SDooeeded  by  Sir  Balph  Woodfofd,  to  whom  the 
island  is  deeply  indebted  for  the'  wisdom  and  energy  with 
which  he  laboured  to  promote  its  welfare. 

From  the  first  establishment  of  the  British  government  in 
Trinidad,  a  gradual  improvement  was  visible  in  the  colony ;  but, 
on  the  appointment  of  Governor  Woodford,  the  projifress  was 
still  uiore  rapid.  The  colony  received  a  large  accession  of 
European  settlers,  thousands  of  Negro  slaves  were  brou«,'ht  from 
the  L(  t  \  .ird  IsUinds,  large  tracts  of  land  \vtre  sold  by  Govem- 
mtiit,  the  eiilu\ation  of  the  ground  was  extended;  and  the 
"whole  ( nnntry  exhibited  a  scene  of  activity  and  advancement, 
such  as  iiad  never  before  been  uilnessed.  An  impulse  was  thus 
given  to  agriculture  and  comuK  rce,  the  elfects  of  which  have 
«xt^ded  down  to  the  present  time. 

The  island  of  Trinidad  is  about  eighty  miles  long  and  thirty 
broad ;  and  is  separated  from  the  continent  of  South  America 
by  the  Straits  of  Pana,  the  waters  of  which  are  generally  so 
smooth  that  they  are  navigated  by  native  canoes  with  perfect 
safety.  The  aspect  of  the  countiy  varies  considerably,  exhibit- 
ing to  the  view  in  some  places  mountains  of  considerable  alti- 
tude, and  in  others  extensive  traus  of  land  with  a  gently 
'undulating  suriiioe.  The  cultivation  of  the  ground  has  been 
<&rried  on  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  Naparimas,  Cani^ 
piadiaima,  and  other  districts ;  but  there  are  thousands  of  aeres 
Df  excellent  land,  which  still  remain  in  nature's  wildness, 
covered  with  extensive  forests  of  the  finest  timber,  where  the 
.sound  of  the  woodman's  axe  has  never  yet  been  lieard. 

The  soil  is  peculiarly  rich  and  fertile,  and  well  adapted  fot 
•the  growth  of  every  kind  of  tropical  produce.    Sugar,  rum, 
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and  cocoa  arc,  howevpr,  the  ?tn])l<'  nrticles  of  export.  Frnm 
h*i  low.  swnmpy  ri;itiirc  of  tlic  liuid  in  somt*  placr«,  n*..!  ?*rota 
iTir  rxienFive  inipt-rif  irable  lorrsts  which  still  remnin  in  others, 
the  Himsite  is  not  considered  so  healthy  that  of  tbc  smaiier 
"West  Indian  islands.  Trinidad  is  situated  beyonri  the  r*inje  of 
the  dcsoUtiDg  hurricanes  which  have  so  fr<'quently  laid  waste 
the  iieigbl)Ounnf^  colonies.  Severe  shocks  of  earthqoakf  haxt^ 
however,  been  felt  at  dlQerent  iimee;  but  no  great  damage  hat 
hitherto  been  done  by  them. 

The  most  remarkable  natural  curioiiitT  in  Trini<Wd  is  the 
Pitch  Lake,  which  ia  situated  at  La  Brea,  about  thirty  milea 
from  Fort  of  Spain.  The  atmosphere  is  impregnated  with  a 
atrong  bitnminons  odour,  which  is  perceptible  at  a  distanre  of 
seTcral  miles,  and  large  black  masses  of  asphaltum,  having  the 
appearance  of  rocks,  are  seen  on  the  shore.  As  von  near  the 
point,  you  see  the  land  coverrd  with  a  dense  fonr»i^  save  in 
one  place  borderin'^j  on  ihc  sen-»hnre  :  thi-<  is  the  lake  or 
lagoon  of  jMtch,  the  surface  of  whicu  tan  senrcely  ln'  sreu 
from  the  jrulf.  Uu  LuidinL',  a  rcsj)ectahlc  liltlc  vil!.\-r  pre- 
^ent^i  itself  to  the  view  ;  and  here  and  there  thick  la^cr-i  of 
nsphaltmn  ()Vtr>pre:id  the  surface  of  the  sc/il.  Af;er  n.-Ikin*; 
about  half  a  mile  you  meet  with  several  palm-thatchfi!  h 
bevond  whiv  ii  you  behold  the  mysterious  Ink*-  of  piiri;.  alnyi!  a 
mile  and  a  half  in  circumfrremv,  and  nearly  stjrr<nni(i<  d  wilh 
forest  trees  and  jungle.  The  scene  is  stamped  with  a  frtraoge, 
lombit  aspect,  which  Innjfiiaije  cnnnot  describe.  The  gmtcr 
portion  of  the  lake  contist*  of  solid  m:is<ies  of  Hspiialtum.  inteiw 
sectfd  by  numerous  channcls»  filled  with  dark  coloi;r<  !  «jter. 
(n  the  d;y  scawn  yon  nay  step  over  DMst  of  thear  channels  i 
bnt  before  you  have  proceeded  far,  yon  come  to  a  part  of  the 
lagoon  where  a  mass  of  liquid  pitrh,  covering  a  space  of  about 
three  acres,  it  constantly  bubbling  up,  so  as  to  give  motion  to  all 
aronnd.  llie  cottages  which  stand  on  the  verge  c»f  the  lake  are 
frequea  ly  to  aUor  foundtheir  posttkm;  and,  being  bnilt  of 
wood,  they  somttitnea  bang  over  tii  one  direction  andaometimea 
in  another.  S>.-Tenil  careoe*  of  t  it*  n^phalinm  hnve  beenbRmghl 
to  En^laml  \Mlh  a  view  to  nn;  'y  ii  to  some  useful  puq>o«c.  It 
hat  tcvu  f^ujtd  uu  tiial  to  U  \  j  di-i.sc  for  iuv  ^cncr^d  purposes 
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for  which  Norway  pitch  and  tar  are  iir.portcd ;  but  it  has  been 
■empluyci-l  with  advantai^c  as  fuel,  and  in  the  formation  of  pave- 
ments, and  will  probably  one  day  become  a  more  general  article 
of  export. 

Like  most  of  the  otl^pv  AYcst  Indian  islands,  Trinidad  bears 
evident  marks  of  volcauic  crujitions :  indeed,  there  are  now  two 
submarine  volcanoes  in  the  neighbourhood,  said  to  be  constantly 
in  action  :  oae  to  the  south  of  La  Erea,  and  the  other  in  the 
Bay  of  Myaro.  Theae  often  bubble  and  throw  np  bitumen ; 
and  sometimes  even  smoke  and  fire  have  been  seen  at  night 
bursting  through  the  water.  There  are  also  a  number  of 
remarkable  mud  volcanoes  in  different  parts  of  the  coontij ; 
and,  although  several  miles  from  the  aea,  they  are  auppoaed^ 
from  the  matter  which  they  frequently  discba^»  to  have  a 
connexion  witb  the  ocean. 

This  island  is  peculiariy  ricb  in  natural  bistory.  Of  animals 
we  have  the  deer,  monkey,  sloth,  ant-bear,  armadillo,  mangrove- 
dog,  tiger-cat,  manacoo,  porcupine,  lapo,  agoutie,  and  musk-bog. 
Among  the  birds  we  may  notice  the  vulture,  ])elican,  red 
flamingo,  horned  screamer,  wild  turkey,  (juail,  pigeon,  and 
parrots  and  humming-birds  in  Lieat  variety.  licptiles  and 
insects  are  also  numerous.  VVc  have  the  lizard,  iguano,  tnrtle, 
tortoise,  and  serpents  of  various  kinds ;  also  wasps,  tire-Hies, 
and  moths  in  almost  endless  variety.  The  vegetable  kingdom 
likewise  lunii<he.s  numerous  specimens  in  every  department,  and 
won  hi  amply  repay  the  researches  of  the  botanist. 

Although  the  colony  is  of  comparatively  modem  date,  it  can 
boast  of  a  number  of  considerable  towns  and  villages.  Port  of 
•Spain,  the  present  capital,  is  a  beautiful  town,  and  in  some 
respects  surpasses  almost  evety  other  in  the  West  indies. 
The  streets  are  laid  out  at  right  angles,  and  so  straight  that  in 
some  places  you  may  see  nearly  a  mile  before  you.  It  is  also 
furnished  with  convenient  promenades,  shaded  by  lofty  trees, 
which  serve  to  screen  tbe  passengers  from  the  fiery  rays  of  a 
tropical  sun.  Brunswick  bquare  and  Marine  Square  are  very 
•tastefully  laid  out.  Since  the  destructive  fire  of  1808,  whieh 
reduced  the  town  to  ashes,  the  houses  have  been  erected  in  a 
Texy  substantial  manner,  and  Fort  of  Spain  now  contains  some 
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ezodlent  buildings.  The  goveramcnt  office?,  Koman  CntboUc 
duircli.  Engluh  church,  Seotch  (^ofcli,  and  Wetlejan  chnpcl, 
m  tnbiUiiluU  and  elegant  ftnietnras,  and,  lika  moat  of  the 
llniHikaaa  konaes  in  the  toam,  ate  built  of  atone.  It  ia,  doi»- 
a  plaoa  of  oonaiderable  eoounerea ;  and  an  extenaife  tiado 
la  earned  on,  not  only  with  the  more  remote  parte  of  the 
iaiand,  but  alao  with  the  Spaniah  Bfain  acroaa  the  Golf  of  Paria. 
St  Ann'a,  the  leaidenoa  of  the  GoTemor,  about  a  mile  Iron  the 
town,  is  a  ddtghtful  oountiy  manalon,  b^bre  which  lies  Victoria 
I'ark,  as  level  as  a  bowling-green,  and  more  than  a  mile 
in  circumfcrcuci'.  Tlieru  are  some  boai;;  :  ul  drives  m  llie 
neiirhbonrhood,  and  altoirether  it  is  jiiiRiwnt  place  of 
resiilcuc/*.  The  popolation  of  Port  of  Spain  may  be  esUmated 
at  twenty  thousanil. 

TIk'  town  which  ranks  next  to  thr  rapital  in  impoitantv  i* 
San  Fernando.  It  is  sittiat<  d  on  the  eastern  coast,  about  thirtr 
miles  from  the  Port  of  Spain,  and  is  accesiible  on^  bj  water, 
the  intenrcning  country  l>eing  iateraeoted  by  immense  swampa 
and  impenetrable  jungle.  A  aleamer  plies  daily  between  the 
two  plaeaa,  whieh  is  a  great  convenience  to  the  inbabitaota^ 
Hie  town  stands  on  the  aide  of  a  hiU,  and  is  seen  to  advantago 
ftom  the  deck  of  a  Yeaael  on  altering  the  harbour.  The  houaea 
are  genenUy  built  of  wood,  and  naatty  painted.  The  popuk» 
tion,  which  haa  been  rapidly  inenaaing  of  late  years,  may  now 
•mount  to  ten  thousand.  St.  Joaeph'a  waa  the  capital  of  the 
colony  in  ancient  times,  under  the  Bpaniah  Oofcmmcnt ;  but  it 
haa  now  dwindled  to  a  mera  liQage.  It  ia  attuated  about  csfht 
milea  ftom  Ftort  of  Spain,  direetly  inland.  Anma  ia  another 
ancient  village,  about  ten  miles  further  on  the  same  road* 
Besides  these  seveml  imall  villag^fs  and  lutnlcis  liavi  -pruuj;  up 
in  various  part^  yf  llir  connln'  §incf  the  linie  of  ciiiaiicipation  ; 
atxl  evcnr  estate  has  iU  viiUge  of  lalMiurers'  cottage  the  same 
^  in  th''  otlicr  Wf^t  India  polonjr>». 

The  popnhition  of  tlif  wljnlc  inland  mny  now  !>f  rerknnn  .l  nt 
srvTitv  thousanil.  Ihi**  Iatjc  numl)er  of  mlial)itant'"  emipn^ci 
linijsli,  French,  Spaniih,  Portugtie»e,  Indians,  Coolies,  and 
Africans  and  their  descendants.  In  this  colony  we  meet  with 
panona  of  vaiioua  languages,  and  of  abnoat  efoiy  ahada  oi 
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complexion.    The  most  numerous  class,  however,  is  that  whicU 
is  composed  of  persons  of  African  descent. 

The  prevailing  religion  is  Boman  Catholicism ;  and  about 
three-fourths  of  the  population  profess  the  Bomish  faith  from 
the  circumstanoo  of  their  having  been  baptized  into  it  in  their 
infancy,  nltliough,  in  many  instances,  perfectly  igMant  of  its 
principles  and  dogmas.  Fori  of  Spain  has  its  Bishop^  ctUiedral, 
and  convent ;  and  about  thirty  FHests  are  located  in  different 
parts  of  the  conntry.   Of  late  years^  however,  Fh>testantism 
has  exerted  a  mighty  influence,  and  the  change  which  is  taking 
place  in  the  moral  and  social  aspect  of  society  is  of  the  most 
pleasing  character.   In  this  field  of  evangelical  labour  there 
have  recently  been  an  increased  number  of  Clergymen  oC  the 
Church  of  Knu^lnnd,  of  various  phases  of  sentiment.  The 
Scotcli  Church  and  tlic  15;iptists  have  both  established  Missions 
in  Port  of  Jipain,  and  iu  some  country  places,  which  have  been 
made  very  useful ;  but  we  must  now  proceed  to  give  a  few 
particulars  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  Wesleyan  Missions, 
which  were  the  first  evangelicai  Trotestant  institutions  planted 
iu  this  colony. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  when  the  British 
government  became  permanently  established  in  the  island,  the 
moral  degradation  of  the  inhabitants  W8S>  if  possible,  greater 
than  that  of  the  other  West  India  colonies.  Hence  it  formed 
a  suitable  lield  for  missionary  labour,  wliich  was  brought  to 
bear  upon  it,  in  the  order  of  Divine  Providence,  in  a  manner 
qtiit«  unexpected. 

In  his  History  of  the  West  Indies,  Dr.  Coke  had  announced 
the  intention  of  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society  to  commence 
a  Mission  in  Trinidad,  so  soon  as  circumstances  should  appear 
favourable  to  the  undertaking ;  but  such  were  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  colony,  and  the  prevailing  influence  of  Bomanism, 
that  nothing  could  be  done  for  several  years.  In  1809,  how- 
ever, the  Rev.  1.  i  .ilboys,  one  of  the  Society's  Missionaries  in 
St.  Vincent's,  eauie  to  the  island  on  private  business,  and  was 
pleased  to  lind  ten  or  twelve  pious  Wesleyans  from  the  Leeward 
Islands,  who  earnestly  entreated  him  to  exercise  hia  ministry 
among  them.   According  to  their  rec^uest  he  preached  a  few 


i^'iyui^uu  Ly  VjOOQle 


376 


PART  II. — THE  WEST  LNDI£S. 


timw  io  imrate  houses ;  nuinben  flocked  to  hear  the  word,  and 
the  prospect  of  good  became  pecoUarly  encouraging.  Under 
these  circamstanees  the  Misaioiuiry  felt  disposed  to  protract  hit 
stay  a  little  longer ;  and  indalged  the  hope  thnt  the  waj  night 
open  for  the  permanent  establishment  of  a  Mission  among  m 
people  who  were  prerionsly  so  destitute  of  the  means  of  religioos 
instruction,  nnd  who  now  heard  the  word  with  gladness.  To 
this  ])roposcd  arrangenicat  thf  Mi-Mo:::)ry  Committee  in  Ix>ndon 
rea<iily  asJ^entcd,  on  hc'ms^  made  at*<|uaiulcd  with  all  the  eircum- 
stanccs  of  the  case;  and  Mr.  Tnlboys  commenced  a  reguUr 
course  of  religiuub  bcnuccs,  which  were  eviUeutly  crowned  with 
the  Divine  blt*«^in:r- 

The  Mission  had  not  been  long  commenced,  l»owi  vlt,  when 
Q  spirit  of  bitter  {^rsecutiou  was  excited  against  the  Mis&iouary 
and  his  people.  There  was  a  system  of  wiekedne>s  nt  that 
time  pRM-alent  in  the  island  which  the  faithful  prearhing  of  tho 
Gospel  threatened  to  destroy;  and  the  hearts  of  the  gtiiltj 
parties  were  moved  at  once  to  jealousy  and  rage.  The  enemies 
of  the  cross  nt  first  attempted  to  interrupt  the  Minister  in  the 
performance  of  his  public  duty ;  but,  on  finding  hundreds  ol 
the  people  warmly  attached  to  his  cause,  they  were  deterred 
firom  their  malicious  purpose.  When  one  plan  failed,  thiy  triad 
another.  Alter  some  Ume  th'y  induced  the  authorities  to 
require  the  Missionaiy  to  serve  in  tbe  ranks  of  the  militia.  In 
vain  he  pleaded  his  sncrfd  profession,  which,  by  t\n'  law  of  the 
island,  exempted  him  from  ihi»  duly.  The  man  of  God 
aiti  uipttd  to  n'tirc  for  a  ^hort  time  to  tiie  nsidrncc  of  C  iMrlr^ 
(join,  Esq.,*  of  Mauiico  l^Utc,  in  the  quarter  of  Arima^  but 


*  Not  Mly  in  ihii  tMtsDes,  hat  w  sstcial  other  oeeui^  Mr.  Coin 
showed  hit  fffsrd  Ibr  tlw  cosm  of  Miiiioai^  Whoa  Iho  Mi«NiiMriet  ««• 
hsrd  prci»4(i  tur  mom  y  oa  bdulf  cC  the  rhapel  ia  Port  of  Spoia,  he  mort- 
ggg:til  his  rstotf  I J  rtue  the  ract-tory  fuoJ.i.  promptU  t  )  tntv'.  thtr  uLlin* 
tioQ,  that  the  builiiinu  m'w^l.i  nol  bo  tciiil ;  aud  uitimatcly  rr«*  xl\f  aoi'^at 
thui  aJrtDcrd,  for  whirli  he  irrciTrJ  tlif  thanks  o(  ihr  (  omMil!**  ia 
|,n»^(?f>n.  r^fPT^vi"-!  !ri         handwntiac  '^f  Hrr  !*icliirJ  W  >t J»a, 

wLo  VIA*  uuc  ^1  I'uf  tituei-»i  Stcrctarit**  .u  tht  is^r,  v»hcr*f  Icttrr  Mr, 
Gain  thorn cyl  mt  with  oiJriit  plruurc  the  fint  tim«  i  vi»;U-(i  I.;*  rsUte  to 
pnsdb  to  lit*  {M-\)^)k.  DorUg  Iw  Itfo-tiiao  he  wis  o  idboliatiil  m| 
9i  the  work  of  Oo4,  gmmmfy  oo^biibK  IM  a  jcor  lo  the  1 
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his  enemies  puraued  him  thither,  took  him  into  custody  on  the 
Lord's  Day,  marched  him  to  Port  of  Spain,  and  shut  him  up 
in  prison.  When  the  Governor  became  better  informed  on  the 
subject,  he  immediately  caused  Mr.  Talboys  to  be  released  from 
his  confinement ;  and  from  that  time  he  proceeded  in  his  wprk 
without  further  molestation,  being  favoured  witk  cheerbg 
tokens  of  the  Divine  presence  and  blessing.  Before  he  had 
been  in  the  island  twelve  months,  Mr.  Talboys  was  enabled  to 
report  to  Dr.  Coke  the  erection  of  a  little  cliapel,  and  the 
or^aiii/.iiiion  of  a  Christiau  church  of  nearly  a  huiKlrcil  niciii- 
bers,  sonu:  of  whom  had  been  brought  to  Cod  by  his  instru- 
mentality, whilst  others  had  kuuwn  sf)nu'thiiii;  of  the  power  of 
the  tiijspel  in  the  i-I:imU  iVoin  which  thev  had  recently  come. 

After  labouring  lor  about  three  years  in  Trinidad  with  great 
^icccptance  and  success, — the  chapel  in  Port  of  bpaiu  having  been 
enlarged  in  the  mean  time,  to  accommodate  the  increasing  con- 
gregation, and  the  work  having  been  extended  to  several 
estates  in  the  country, — Mr.  Talboys  was  succeeded  by  the  ]iev. 
Messrs.  Blackbuni  and  Poole,  whose  labours  were  soon  inter* 
rupted  by  the  gathering  of  a  dark  cloud  over  the  infant  Mission, 
which  threatened  its  entire  destruction. 

The  Govemor  for  the  time  being  thought  proper  to  require 
all  Christian  teachers  to  sign  a  certain  document,  binding  Uiem 
to  abstain  from  the  announcement  of  those  Scripture  doctrines 
which  were  thought  to  interfere  with  Boman  Catholicism,  then 
the  dominant  religion  in  the  colony.  This  the  Wesleyan  Mis- 
atonanes  conscientiously  refused  to  do ;  and  the  consequence 
was  that  the  Govemor  caused  the  chapel  to  be  shut  up,  and  the 
people  were  deprived  of  the  public  means  of  uraee.  An  appeal 
was  now  made  by  the  Society  at  home  to  tlic  Ki:;g  of  Engiaiui ; 
and  no  sooner  was  his  Britaunic  Majesty  made  acquainted  with 
these  restrictive  and  persecuting  measures  than  he  sent  out 
instructions  to  the  Governor  of  Trinidad  tliat  every  hindrance 
should  be  removed,  and  that  the  Missionaries  ^hcndd  be  allowed 
to  preacli  the  Gospel  without  any  restrictions  whatever.  The 

Aind,  beridet  siiliug  the  csnte  in  various  otber  ways.  He  ^ed  in  petes 
in  IMnidsd,  on  the  7lli  of  April,  1848,  sad  left  a  legscy  of  apwsids  of 
11,500  to  tlie  Weeleyui  Uiidonsiy  Sodety. 
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chnpel  was  now  ro-opcned,  after  having  been  ckMcd  twrffi» 
months ;  and  the  remnant  of  the  scattered  flock  assembled 
worship  God  with  grateftd  hearts,  for  the  mcrcifiil  deUrertnee 
which  had  been  wrought  out  for  them. 

During  this  gloomy  night  of  persecntioo,  when  the  pradiiiii^ 
of  the  Mtanoiiaries  was  prohibited  in  Trinidad,  the  memhoa  of 
the  Society  nsed  to  aaaemble  in  ptifate  hooaee,  and  olher  ntifad 
plaees,  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  fellowihip,  prayer,  and  oe* 
hortation.  In  these  leUgioos  meetings  they  frequently  icalned 
the  presence  and  blessing  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Choidi  i 
and  they  were  thus  enabled  patiently  to  await  the  letm  oT 
better  days. 

In  our  historicnl  sketches  we  have  repeatedly  had  occasion  to 
notice  a  retributive  Providence  in  the  fntc  of  thosi?  who  dared  to 
,  take'  a  prominent  part  in  opposing  the  proirrpss  of  the  Gospel.  In 
noplace  this  more  retnarkable  than  in  i-ylaiul  uf  Tnuitijiii, 
Scverul  of  the  prlueipal  actors  in  the  early  per^ccntion  of  th^ 
Mi88ionario><  e;inie  to  nn  nntitT)elv  end.  One  met  with  .1  wnUrv 
^rmre,  tinder  eireurastancesof  pt-euliar  horror;  another  u.i«  taken 
to  Europe  a  perfe^  maniac,  reason  having  tle<i  from  him  for  ever; 
while  a  third  passed  out  of  time  into  eternity  in  a  fit  of  raging 
madness,  apparently  forsakt  it  of  God  and  of  all  hope.  These 
facial  teach  an  admonitory  lesson  to  all  who  are  diipossd  t» 
indulge  in  a  sneering  pcrsecatiiig  spirit. 

In  the  year  1S20,  the  Bev.  S.  P.  Woolky  was  appointed  to 
labour  in  this  colony ;  and  aU  outward  opposition  to  thepreadH 
ing  of  the  Gospel  baring  oeased,  a  pleasing  measnre  of  snttftaa 
was  lealiied.  On  the  2nd  of  Hareh.  1896,  the  foondatm 
stone  of  a  eommodioos  new  chapel  was  laid  by  Heniy  Gloelar» 
Eiq.,  Chief  Protector  of  Sbves ;  and  the  Mission  took  a  posiiiow 
in  the  estimation  of  the  pnblie,  which,  by  the  favour  of  a  kind 
and  irmeious  Providence,  it  has  ever  since  maintained.  Wheo 
the  new  cliapel  was  completed,  the  numher  of  tli.)se  who 
attendeit]  (lie  pnhlie  <>er\icei  was  inerr-\-efi ;  nijl  .4U  additional 
Mi«<ionnrN'  iia\tn,'  !m  i n  app'-unteil  l<t  the  »tal;nin.  Tj^cnnjrua, 
Car.ipiachaiina.  anJ  uflirr  |jUees  in  the  cuuulrv,  wt  re  vis'Ued* 
for  the  purpo<ir  of  pr' 'in'-'tir.::  tlfc  reliift'^n^  jn«tnirt! ti  of  th*' 
slave  populoUou ;  but  UUk  truU  was  lealued  io  these  placet. 
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Slavery  here,  as  in  other  jinits  of  the  West  Indies,  formed  the 
principal  barrier  to  the  prencliing  of  the  Gospel ;  and  in  subse- 
quent years  the  Missionaries  confined  tlieir  Labours  chiefly  to 
the  town  nnd  its  vicinity.  As  the  period  of  emancipation 
approached,  pnjudice  in  a  measure  subsided;  nnd  renewed 
efforts  were  made  to  pLint  the  Gospel  in  tiie  more  remote  parts 
of  the  island.  The  llev.  Messrs.  Edraondson,  Stephenson, 
Pletcher,  Fidler,  Wood,  and  Beard  successively  laboured  in 
Port  of  Spain,  with  some  degree  of  success,  xiotwithstandiog  the 
prevalence  of  Popish  error  and  superstition. 

On  my  iirst  appointment  to  Trinidad,  in  the  year  1S38,  X 
fonnd  that  the  Missionaiy  stationed  in  Port  of  Spain  had  con- 
fined his  labours  to  the  town  for  several  years  past.  Feeling 
impressed  with  the  conviction  that  the  time  was  come  when  we 
might,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  success,  extend  onr  labours  to 
the  conntiy  districts,  I  made  arrangemeDta  with  the  Society 
accordingly,  and  was  instructed  to  procure  a  horse,  and  to  visit 
some  promising  spheres  of  labour,  which  appeared  to  be  aoeessi- 
Ue.  Whilst  I  was  pursuing  my  humble  labours  in  that  part  of 
the  island  which  had  the  capital  for  its  centre,  my  esteemed 
colleagues,  the  Eev.  Messrs.  Kanyell,  Bickford,  and  Ilurd,  in 
succession,  were  itinerating  with  untiring  zeal  and  earnestness 
in  Kaparma  and  Carnpiachaima.  Wc  were  so  cireiimstanced  by 
distance,  and  tlie  difficulties  connected  witli  travelling,  that  we 
could  only  visit  each  other,  and  effect  an  interchange  of  appoint- 
ments, about  once  a  quarter.  "When  we  were  favoured  to  meet 
and  spend  a  day  or  two  together,  it  was  a  season  of  hallowed 
enjoyment  to  all  parties ;  for  we  lived  and  laboured  together  as 
brethren  in  Christ,  our  hearts  being  united  by  stronger  ties 
than  those  of  earthly  friendship.  The  results  of  our  united 
efforts  will  best  appear  when  the  respective  stations  pass  under 
review.  In  the  mean  time,  a  few  interesting  incidents,  which 
occurred  in  eonnezbn  with  my  own  department  of  the  work> 
may  be  briefly  noticed. 

The  emancipation  of  the  poor  slaves,  inaugurated  by  the  appren* 
tioeship  system  in  1834,  during  my  residence  in  Demerara,  was 
consummated  in  1838,  when  I  was  labouring  in  Trinidad.  All 
the  other  West  India  colonies,  had  agreed  to  remit  the  remain* 
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iiig  two  Ycnis  of  ihf  apprenticeship,  tluriiig  wlucli  6cld 
labourers  were  to  scnc  tlicir  respective  masters ;  but  Triuidnd 
still  luKl  back,  iipit.ircaily  uowilliii^^  to  iiuikc  liie  sarrincc. 
Ai)piclun-ivc  of  tin-  (Miisetjuence?,  if  >  ur  people  shoulJ  bt-  kepi 
I()n;^(.T  in  hoixlaj^t ,  vvhiUt  nil  tlic  ri  si  were  frt-c.  1  fflt  il  to  be 
my  duty  to  ii.iikc  a  i(»«pfrt!"iil,  Lut  vt  r\  {nuia  ;iiici  stroii;^.  rcpre- 
sentntiou  ou  the  subjeet  to  liis  Kicellency  the  Govmior,  Sir 
G.  K.  Hill.  1  have  rt  a^ou  to  believe  that  this  had  .i  goo4 
efl'ect,  for  in  the  elecntth  hour  the  Cooncii  of  Trinidad  pasfed  a 
siuiilar  rcsoUition  to  thot^e  which  had  been  adopted  in  the  other 
AVest  India  colonies  long  before,  ns  will  be  seen  from  tiic  follow- 
ing oommttnicatioD,  whieh  I  received  from  His  Kxcrllmcj. 
dated  "  GoveromeDt  House,  July  S7th»  1838 **Tbr  mxmm 
adopted  on  the  25th  instant  by  ller  Migesty*s  Council  of  GoTcni* 
nent,  for  the  total  and  final  abrogation  of  every  vestige  of 
shivety  throughout  the  colony  of  Trinidad,  deoMUids  the  gntdnl 
acknowledgment  of  this  Christian  connittniiy  to  Alnu^'!ity  Godg 
for  inspiring  the  conviction  whieh  has  led  to  this  important 
result  T  thea-forc  submit  to  you  mjv  opinion,  ami  rr*)'je*i  thnt 
Divine  Service  !«houKl  be  iK-rforiutJ  m  \our  place  of  Wi  r^hip  on 
the  1^1  ui  iicxi  tiiotuii.  1  have  the  Uouour  to  be,  U.  F. 
iidl." 

A  jsiuiiiar  romnnnilcation  hf»ving  bivn  made  to  c\rry  olhtr 
riiristian  ^^ini^ttr,  the  1st  oi  Au^u>l  was  observfd  iis  a  day  of 
general  thanksiriviuir,  and  the  Tis|H-<'tive  pl.icrs  of  worship  were 
crowded  with  attentive  nnd  «;niltful  won!ljip;>ers.  On  hw)kin!^ 
oiil  at  the  window  early  in  the  morning,  i  saw  n  ynH^i  old 
womnn  silting^  ou  li.e  cimpel  ^teps«  I  went  out  and  iu()uii«d 
v:\m'\  \\-m\  iirought  her  to  chapel  so  early,  ."^be  irplnd,  *'U  »y 
(It  (ir  Massa  Minister,  dcy  been  sell  me  long  time  ago»  far  away 
in  de  country,  and  me  nebcr  see  me  sweet  cha|M'l  for  ten  }can  i 
so  soon  as  mo  Cite  a  go  oome,  me  run,  and  me  run,  and  mo 
neber  stop  till  me  come  to  me  sweet  chapel;  and  now  me  want 
for  sit  here  till  de  doors  go  open  for  pnycrs ! "  We  f<lt  much 
affected  by  this  little  incident ;  for  poor  old  2krah  had  walked 
from  Careenage,  a  distance  of  fourteen  miles,  since  luidoight, 
AArr  being  asked  into  the  kitchen  to  take  some  irfrrshmcnt,  the 
poor  old  woman  attended  the  sen  ices  of  the  sanctuai;    at)  J, 
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with  bandreds  more,  presented  ber  sincere  thanksgmngs  to 
Almighty  God  for  having  spared  them  to  see  the  day  of  freedom. 
Prom  the  representations  made  by  old  Sarab»  it  appeored 
that  many  of  her  acquaintances  at  Careenage  would  be  glad  to 
hear  the  Gospel,  if  they  bad  tbe  opportunity  of  doing  so.  I 
therefore  resolved  to  make  a  visit  of  observation,  to  see  what 
could  be  done  for  a  district  totally  destitute  of  the  means  of 
religions  instmctioTi.  I  started  oft'  on  horseback,  with  my 
hiimmovk  Jixcd  to  tlic  saddle  behind.  Tlie  road,  which  was 
very  nigt^cd,  led  along  the  beach,  and  was  only  passable  ai  low 
water.  On  reaching  the  place  I  found  it  situated  in  n  beautiful 
valley,  about  fourteen  miles  from  Port  of  Spain.  ] laving 
obtniricd  the  use  of  an  unoccupied  niid  dilapidated  house,  I 
prearlu'd  in  the  rveriiap^  to  n  lariri'  coujrregation,  consist  in-:  of 
persons  as  ignorant  and  demoralized  as  can  possibly  be 
imagined,  many  of  whom  had  never  heard  a  Gospel  sermon 
before.  When  I  wns  preparing  to  sling  my  hammock  in  the 
old  dilapidated  house,  without  doors  or  windows,  the  people 
earnestly  persuaded  me  not  to  do  so,  assuring  me  that  the 
vampire  bats  would  devour  me  before  morning.  As  they  offered 
to  find  me  a  lodging  in  a  Negro  hut,  I  accepted  of  their  offer, 
and  was  afterwards  glad  that  I  had  done  so ;  for  I  found  in  the 
morning  that  my  poor  horse  had  been  severely  bitten  daring 
the  night  by  the  ferocious  bats,  and  the  blood  had  flowed  down 
to  the  ground.  Amid  many  difficulties  I  persevered  in  visiting 
this  place.  We  fitted  up  a  temporary  chapel,  and  the  word 
preached  was  attended  with  a  gracious  influence.  In  a  short 
time  we  had  a  prosperous  Society  of  eightc;  u  members,  many 
of  whom  gave  evidence  of  a  change  of  lirart.  After  my 
(h'paruirc  this  promisini;  station  was  relinquishe  d,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  distance  from  th.o  town,  :ind  tlie  diHiculty  of 
snpplyiiiix  it  with  preaching;  but.  I  elieri>!i  the  hope  that  our 
huini)lc  labours  will  appear  to  have  beeu  not  iu  vain  in  the 
Lord. 

We  were  not  so  successful  iu  our  efforts  to  establish  an  out 
station  at  i?t.  Joseph's,  the  former  capital  of  the  colony,  and 
one  of  the  strongholds  of  Koman  Catholicism.  I  am  free  to 
confess  that  this  was  a  signal  failure, — the  only  one  I  ever 
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expmVnced  daring  the  entire  period  of  my  inissionnn'  Uboon. 
I  hired  a  house,  nnd  opened  a  night-school,  which  wae  wcQ 
attended  whiUt  the  lessoae  eontinned;  but  as  toon  at  Ihe 
attenpi  was  made  to  sing,  or  pny»  or  pieach»  the  entire  ood» 
gifgation  fled  at  if  the  home  were  aet  on  fire.  Thcj  wen 
exetted  to  thia  etiange  eonduet  by  the  Priette»  who  stood  at  a 
distanee,  looking  on  with  etideni  delight,  hating  pretioos^ 
eniaed  ni  from  the  altar;  and  dedared  that  if  any  of  the  people 
dared  to  attend  onr  preaebing  th^  shonld  be  exeommaniGatcd, 
and  when  they  died  thegr  ehonld  be  boned  like  dogs,  &e.  AAcr 
attending  for  some  time  to  no  purpose,  we  were  obliged  to  gire 
up  the  house,  and  relinquish  our  efforts. 

During  tlu-  second  year  of  mv  missiontirv  labour.^  iu  Triuidad 
we  celebrat* «1  tl»e  Centenary  ol"  Mi  ihodism;  nnd  in  d  j  pari  of 
uur  widely  extendeil  Cotnu  xion  \v;is  there  luamfcsled  tuore 
genuine  gratitude  niul  joy  than  on  our  rcsp^  <  tirc  stations  in 
that  island.  IMvinr  ^<r\ire  was  hrhl  iu  our  principal 
fh.'iprU  on  the  t:A\\  of  October,  aud  hiy\\\  eUUdnm  ami 

adults  were  treated  with  tea  and  cake.  In  Port  of  Spain  I 
pieeehed  in  the  mornin<;  from  Aets  v.  3$,  3U  :  "And  now  i 
say  unto  jou,  Refrain  from  these  men,  and  ki  them  alone :  Ibr 
if  this  Connie!  or  thia  work  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to  nouf^t; 
but  if  it  be  of  God,  yc  cannot  overthrow  it;  k«i  hapij  ye  be 
foond  even  to  fight  against  God.**  In  the  ereniug  1  eiponiidod 
the  doetrinet  and  diidpline  of  Methodism.  Onr  peefde  also 
manifeited  a  noble  of  libenlity  on  the  ocoMson;  to  thai 
we  weie  able  to  send  a  handsome  amoanl  of  subscriptioM  to 
the  parent  fond,  as  well  as  to  ereet  our  own  loeal  Centcnaiy 
Donnment,  in  the  Ibm  of  a  school-hoiise,  as  elsewhere  nolieed. 

One  of  onr  most  nsefnl  and  interesting  departments  of  Ubour 
in  Port  of  Spain  was  the  religious  instruction  of  ilu-  \ .  un^v  \\c 
not  only  uied  our  ntmost  efforts  to  rtnth  r  our  ;o  ;  rS^bbalh 
schools  elBcient  institutions  fur  the  triiinin;:  up  ^;  tlie  ri«ing 
genemiiou,  but  here,  \\s  in  other  jrl  ux;*,  sue«  -  edfnl  iti  foruiiiig 
a  Th«*ologie«il  CLi"-',  or  Mutinl  liLprrvt  n-i  :.:  >ocuiv,  for  thr 
btiKiaoi  prntfu*!!)::  >onnu  niv:;  of  our  ct.ii:^rr^i,ttoa.  1  nientioil 
this  l)ecnuse  of  thn  ei  b<  ariii-  upon  the  missioDar}  enterprise. 
In  this  uutaucc  ne  were  iavoumi  with  fruit  to  our  labonrs  of 
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4be  most  pleasing  character.  Of  six  young  men  who  pursued 
a  course  of  study*  from  week  to  week,  under  my  direction,  for 
4beir  general  benefit,  four  became  Preachers  of  the  Gospel,  three 
oi  whom  were  ultiaiately  called  to  the  full  work  of  the  Ministry, 
and  were  honoured  tq  labour  for  many  years  as  Christian  Mis* 
sionariea  in  different  parte  of  the  world.  In  reference  to  these 
41  few  particulars  may  now  he  giren. 

The  Bby.  Wiluak  Cuaybb^  a  native  of  Trinidad,  was 
one  of  our  little  company.  Although  of  a  respectable  family, 
4md  well  educated,  he  had  grown  up  an  entire  stranger  to 
-experimental  and  pmcticsl  religion.  Whilst  ?ery  young,  he  left 
home  to  live  on  a  small  cocoa  estate,  which  was  plnced  uuder 
his  care  in  the  quarter  of  Arima.  The  first  seiiuua  impressions 
ivhich  were  made  upon  his  mind  appear  to  have  been  occasioned 
by  the  perusal  of  a  Bible  and  Prayer  iiouk,  sent  to  him  by  his 
dying  father.  Soon  after  this  he  lost  a  dear  brother,  wliom  I 
•attended  in  his  last  illness,  and  who  was,  through  jnercy, 
brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  Christ.  These  repeated 
4)ereavements  were  sanctified  and  blessed  to  the  spiritual  good 
of  the  whole  family,  cveiy  member  of  which  was  gathered  into 
4he  fold  of  the  Kcdeeraer.  I  shall  never  forget  with  what  sub- 
mission to  the  will  of  God,  and  with  what  Christian  meekness, 
^he  aged  mother  used  to  receive  my  pastoral  visits,  and  with 
<what  i^easnre  she  came  up  to  the  house  of  God  when  she  was 
able  to  do  so.  Her  daughter  Margaret  was  brought  in  early 
life  to  love  the  Saviour,  and  was  (hus  prepared  to  join  her 
<&ther  and  her  brother  in  a  better  world,  to  which  honour  she 
was  soon  after  called.  Charles  was  savingly  converted  to  God, 
and  became  a  useful  Local  Flreacher.  On  hearing  of  what  was 
.going  on  at  home,  William  came  to  Port  of  Spain,  and  attended 
the  means  of  ^rnce  with  the  rest  of  the  family.  The  verj'  first 
service  seems  to  have  produced  a  deep  and  lasting  impression 
-upon  his  mind.  As  he  entered  the  chapel,  I  was  giving  out  the 
hymn  beginning,  *'  Wonld  Jesns  have  the  sinner  die?  '*  As  ho 
•afterwards  testified,  the  words  of  Ihc  hymn  went  like  a  dagger 
to  his  lieart,  whilst  the  discourse  whicli  followed  presented  the 
truth  to  his  mind  in  an  entirely  new  light.  He  returned  home 
oore  deeply  convinced  of  sin  than  he  had  ever  been  before. 
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He  wept,  and  prayed,  ntul  sovight  the  Lord,  till  he  found  Him^ 
to  the  joy  of  Ins  soul,  lie  becarae  a  Sabhnth-school  Teacher, 
an  Ezhorter,  and  a  Local  Preacher.  He  joined  our  Theological 
ChkSS,  pursued  a  course  of  study  under  my  dirccCioa;  and  snch 
was  his  proficiency  in  Christian  knowledge  and  experienee  that 
within  two  years  from  the  time  of  his  oonTcrsiou  he  stood 
before  the  District  Meeting  an  accepted  candidate  for  the  work  of 
the  ministry.  He  was  dnly  reoeired  by  the  Conference  of  1843, 
and  it  was  very  gratifying  to  me  to  find  that»  on  my  leaving 
the  eonntiy  some  years  afterwards,  he  was  considered  qualified 
to  take  my  place,  and  was  appointed  accordingly  to  the  charge 
of  our  important  Mission  in  his  native  isle.  Nearly  twenty 
yeare  have  passed  away  since  then,  duiin^^  which  period  Mr. 
Cleaver  has  laboured  faithluUy  as  a  MissiiMuny  in  the  St. 
Vincent's  and  Peraerara  Districts,  and  has  been  respected  and 
beloved  on  all  the  stations  which  he  has  occupied. 

The  "Rfv.  Joshta  Jordai^,  nltlu)un;h  not  a  native  of 
Trinidad,  was  t'nere  as  a  sojourner  on  my  arrival  in  the  island. 
I  was  much  imjiressed  with  his  youthful  zeal  and  earnest  piety ; 
and  I  soon  found  him  an  appropriate  sphere  of  labour,  not  only 
in  the  Sabbath  school,  but  also  as  teacher  of  the  Mission  day 
school.  He  also  shared  the  benefit  of  the  Theological  Class, 
and  his  profiting  appeared  to  aU.  From  the  fulness  of  hia 
heart  he  was  ever  ready  to  prodaim  to  his  fellow  men  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus,  both  as  a  Class  Leader  and  Local  Breather. 
Some  time  after  my  removal  from  the  station  he  was  called  ta 
the  higher  work  of  the  Christian  ministry,  in  which  he  has  been 
usefully  engaged  for  many  years,  both  in  the  West  Indies  and 
in  British  North  America. 

The  Rev.  Johv  Gemley  whs  ori^nnaliy  conneetcd  with 
the  Ikitisli  army,  and  Oa  n.y  first  acquaiiiiance  with  him  lie 
was  a  sprightly  Juvenile  soldier.  Youniic  (uMiilry,  and  several 
of  his  comrades  at  St.  James's  Barraeks,  us d  to  attend  our 
chapel  in  Port  of  Spain  ;  and,  by  the  blc-hing  of  God  u)»on 
the  word  prenched,  he  and  two  or  three  others  were  brought  to 
a  saving  knowledge  of  the  truth.  Being  struck  with  his 
superior  native  talent,  I  invited  him  to  join  our  Mutual  Im- 
proTcment  Society ;  and  he  soon  distinguished  himself  in  the 
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composition  of  bis  essays,  as  well  as  in  his  devotional  exercises. 
On  one  occasion,  when  prostnitcd  by  fever,  I  sent  for  Brother 
Gamley  to  conduct  the  Sabbath  evening  service  for  me ;  and 
with  considerable  diffidence  he  ascended  the  desk  in  his 
raentals,  for  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  go  np  into  the 
pnlpit.  He  was  much  blessed,  and  preached  an  excellent 
sermon.  He  has  often  been  heard  to  say  that  the  whole  of  his 
futnre  career  hinged  upon  the  eflK>rt  of  that  evening.  Being 
encouraged,  he  went  on,  and  the  Lord  was  with  him.  On 
leaving  Trinidad  I  helped  him  to  fit  np  such  a  portable  little 
library  as  a  soldier  is  permitted  to  cany,  and  he  continued  his 
studies  with  success.  On  reaching  Canada  he  obtained  his 
discharsre  from  tlie  armv,  and  entered  more  into  the  service 
of  tlie  King  of  kings  aiul  Lord  of  lords.  He  becatiic  a  ^Fission 
school  tenehrr,  a  candidate  for  the  ministry,  was  ultiiratt  ly 
ordaiiiL'd  to  ihe  full  work,  and  has  for  many  years  been  a  most 
acceptable  and  useful  Minister,  occupying  the  inijjnrtaut  posts 
of  OKnirman  of  a  District  and  Secretary  of  the  Canadiau  Con* 
ference. 

Being  favoured  with  the  assistance  of  the  excellent  young 
men  of  whom  honourable  mention  has  jost  been  made,  and 
with  that  of  some  others  who  were  raised  up  as  the  fruit  of 
missionary  labour  on  this  station^  the  work  of  the  Mission  was 
prosecuted  with  vigour  and  success.  An  institution,  called  the 
'*  Samaritan  Society,"  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  poor^  was 
organized,  and  effectively  worked,  mainly  by  their  activity^and 
seal ;  and  prayer-meetings  were  established  in  various  parts  of 
the  town.  At  one  time  seven  of  these  meetings  were  held 
weekly,  with  the  most  dieering  results ;  and  the  good  work 
became  consolidated  and  boilt  up  in  all  its  departments,  as  will 
appear  from  a  brief  survey  of  the  principal  stations  occupied 
by  OUT  Society  in  different  parts  of  the  island. 

Port  of  Spain,  the  capital  of  the  colotiy,  is  tiie  place  where 
the  Superintendent  Minister  resides;  and  he  has  to  preach 
almost  constantly  to  the  same  people,  the  interchangs  s  wiili  iiis 
colleagues  being  both  difficult  and  expensive.  We  have  com- 
pact and  convenient  Mission  premises  in  Hanover  Street,  con- 
sisting of  a  commodious  chapel,}  Mission-House,  and  school- 
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room.  The  cha[>cl  was  buiit  in  the  ye;ir  1^25,  unJer  lae 
direction  of  the  Ih-x.  V.  S.  ^^\xJlley,  at  a  cost  of  about 
and  in  1S37«  the  congreg^atiou  having  considerably  increased, 
a  gallery  was  added  by  the  Eev.  George  Beard ;  to  it  will  noir 
•eat  about  seven  hundred  persons.  The  building  waii  thoroughlj 
repaired  and  improfcd  by  the  late  fiev.  John  Bbcknell,  m 
lS49i  and  it  ia  now  «  ncal  and  respecubk  place  of  worship. 
The  coDgregationt  have  geooral^  been  laige  and  attettlive^  and 
I  know  not  lhai  I  ever  ntniatered  wilh  gnater  comlbit»  and 
more  of  heavenly  nnctknit  than  in  thia  hallowed  aanetaaiy.  It 
ia  deligbtfid  to  hear  that  of  late  jean  the  atleodaaee  haa  ao  far 
increaied  nnder  the  able  miniitry  of  Dr.  Uorslbcd  and  others 
who  have  aueeeeaavel/  occupied  the  atetio«t  that  then  ia 
eearoefy  room  to  aceommedate  all  who  wiah  te  hear  the  word  oC 
life.  The  number  of  churefa  members  connected  with  the 
station  in  town  is  about  three  hundred.  On  my  fint  appoint- 
raent  to  ihiii  station  m  1S3S,  the  Society  was  pa\iag  at  the 
rate  of  -tio  rent  per  uunuui  for  a  wis  nidiiierent  iiouK*,  in 
which  the  Missionary  resided,  lugardiu^  tht!i  as  aa  extra- 
vagant expenditure,  I  made  an  nrmnireraent  with  the  Dijstrlet 
iMcetuig  und  Missionary  C  oninnUec  lor  ilie  ercetiun  of  a  Miiail 
out  convenient  MisMon-IIouse  on  a  suitable  site  adjoiuiiig  ihit 
^lapeL,  pledging  myself  that  the  entire  outky  should  be  met  in 
a  few  years  bj  the  money  saved  ia  hooae-cent.  In  a  few  months 
the  Imilding  was  compietec^  and  we  removed  inte  it.  thankful 
for  the  enjoy  meat  of  a  comfortable  residence^  aad  njoicing  in 
the  thought  that  henceforth  a  sehona  Iteai  of  eipcDW  would  be 
aaved  to  the  funda  of  the  MianML 

Fnvioua  totbecnof  emaadpution,  little  ofBOtUng  hud  ben 
done  towurda  nUKIiahing  Weale|«a  day  achoob  ia  Trinidad* 
Vft  therefon  reaolved  to  eonnMBOnte  the  OBateaaiy  of  Me- 
thodUm,  in  1S39»  by  the  ereetioa  of  a  aehool^hoaae;  oa  the 
Miaaioa  premiaea  ia  Port  of  Spaia.  We  held  a  picliniaafy 
aMeting,  at  whieh  a  fine  spirit  of  Chrielaaa  seat  and  libemUty 
was  dispbyed.  Some  contributed  money,  and  others  giw^e 
labour.  We  set  to  work,  lu  «;(>otl  tamest,  .iiid  in  a  few  rooiilKt 
llu:  buildiu^  \N.L&  cuuipleted,  at  a  cost  of  1135,  lUc  whole  uf 
which  was  raised  aoioog  a  poor  but  pious  people.  My  aUccmed 
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colleague,  the  Bev.  Jatnes  Bickford,  entered  heartily  into  this 
work ;  and  he  and  his  people  at  Coora  rendered  anbatantial  aid 
by  their  zeal  and  libenlity.  I  immediately  engaged  a  respeet- 
ble  young  man  oa  a  teaeher,  and  the  day  aehool  was  opened 
under  circumstanoes  of  gnat  promise.  At  first  we  knew  not 
where  we  should  obtain  the  means  of  paying  the  teaoher^s 
salary,  and  of  defraying  other  expanses ;  bat  Difine  Prondenee 
opened  the  way  before  lis,  and  raised  up  friends  where  we  least 
expected  them.  The  school  coutinued  to  prosper  from  year  to 
year  ;  and,  under  the  able  teaching  of  Messrs.  Cleaver,  Jordan, 
and  Lawrance  in  succession,  it  becnrae  a  very  important  educa- 
tional establisliment,  being  generally  it  ^Mided  as  the  best 
common  school  in  the  island.  The  Inst  public  examination 
whicli  was  held  previous  to  my  leavin}^  the  colony,  was  of  a 
very  pleasing  character,  and  would  have  delighted  the  friends 
of  Missions^  could  they  have  witnessed  it.  The  exercises  took 
an  extensife  range  in  general  histoiy,  geography,  and  chronology, 
with  a  more  minute  examination  on  the  histories  of  England 
and  Trinidad.  Although  all  the  scholars  were  black  or  coloured 
children*  they  evinced  an  astonishing  degree  of  intelligence.  In 
answer  to  the  questions  proposed,  thc^  gave  the  names  of  all 
the  Kings  and  Qpeens  who  have  reigned  in  England,  with  the 
principal  erents  in  each  reign ;  and  the  names  and  situation  of 
the  principal  mountains,  rivers,  lakes»  islands,  and  capes  in  the 
world.  They  also  showed  a  ftmiHar  acquaintance  with  other 
branches  of  secular  knowledge;  the  specimens  of  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic  were  very  creditable  ;  and  their  know- 
ledge  of  Scripture  geography,  history,  and  chionology,  was 
still  more  remaikable  ;  and  they  proved  themselves  to  be  well 
versed  in  the  (ioctnii*  s  and  precepts  of  religion,  ns  set  forth  in 
the  Script  lit  cs,  catechisms,  and  hymns  which  they  had  learned, 
to  n!i  ( xtiiit  which  I  have  never  known  surpassed.  The 
exercises  continued  for  more  than  five  hours,  the  children  sing- 
ing a  number  of  beautiful  pieces  at  intervals  ;  and  the  congr^- 
tion»  which  included  some  of  the  lending  ofticial  gentlemen  of 
the  colony,  appeared  highly  delighted  with  the  proceedings. 
Lord  Harris,  the  Governor,  took  a  lively  interest  in  this,  as 
well  as  in  other  schools  in  the  island,  and  not  only  visited  them, 
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to  see  the  node  of  their  woildog,  Imt  ge?e  inaiial  prttet  fcr 
piiblie  ooiDpetitioBt  many  of  the  htghett  of  which  were  eerrM 
oir  bf  ediolan  torn  the  Port  of  Spain  Vftikyuk.  MiieioD 
School.   Bioce  thie  ratpieioiit  cemBMneement  of  o«  educe* 

tional  work  in  Trinidad,  the  colonial  Oovemment  hea  iatto- 

duccd  a  j^enernl  syatcni  of  secular  education,  which  has  serioutly 
inteifercd  with  the  intt-irsts  of  denominational  schools;  but 
whatcfcr  may  he  the  course  of  jKiliiical  events  in  futurt*  iu 
Relation  to  this  subject,  we  would  gititefiilly  re(Y>^ii*pf  the  pood 
thnt  has  already  been  done  hj  the  daj  and  Sabbatli  achoob  oo 
this  station. 

TiiF.  CooMK  M18SIOX.  At  the  time  of  n:i  nicipntioti  a 
number  of  held  labourers,  possessed  of  superior  abUitirs  mid  n 
smattering  of  edncctioa,  finding  thai  ihe^r  could  improve  their 
curcnnetances  bj  a  dieoge  of  employmeiit,  leid  aside  the  hoe 
and  cutlass,  nnd  engaged  themselfce  at  overaecre^  ahopkeepmy 
and  clerk 5%,  in  the  towns  and  TiUagea.  Thaae  chaogea  oauseil  a 
lack  of  agricaltinil  laboaren,  which  the  gotrenuMRl  codea* 
vowed  to  tmpufy  hf  the  introdoetioQ,  liom  time  to  tioM',  of 
maiif  thouiaiida  of  lodien  OooliM»  who  hiooght  with  theei  all 
their  eiiperititioai  aad  deoHiralttinfr  habita.  To  eoaatenct*  aa 
far  aa  poaaible,  the  iiy'urioat  cflecta  of  thia  veiy  doohlfol  politi* 
cal  meaaaie,  aod  to  benefit  the  poor  deluded  heaihwn  thnt 
broqght  aa  fttangera  to  a  atrange  eonntr} ,  a  Ifianon  hat  been 
ooouneneed  for  ihar  benefit.  With  the  firat  importation  of 
Coolie  labourers,  which  arrired  whilst  1  was  stationed  in  Trini- 
dad,  the  Missionnrit*:*  in  Injia  kindly  iw  iit  a  supply  ul"  tr.icu  in 
the  native  hiiitruii^^e  of  the  pt-oplr.  which  we  distrihut*  li  autouv: 
tUem,  aiid  dui  our  utmost  to  promote  tlieir  temjiOfal  atul  fp»rit- 
ual  well-btiiig.  Th("*e  enrly  t-fforts  wen-  follona!  by  siill  n^  re 
efiicirnt  nrmngi-mrht-  u\l\^\v  h\  I)r.  Hor^foni,  and  <*li;rr  Mi*, 
sioiinru'^.  lor  the  beuttit  of  thene  interesting  strnngers.  An 
intelligent  CooUe  haring  been  bionghl  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
truth,  and  baptiaed  by  the  hooowfd  name  of  Samuei  Shaftat* 
buri',  is  now  utefnllT  cnpfejcd  at  a  CatechMt  in  the  religiona 
ioainiction  of  hie  Arilow  countrymen  ;  a  ttnaidHW  of  whom  have 
been  savindy  conrerted  IoCmhI,  nnd  thirty ^one  hate  Wn  united 
together  in  chnrch  feflowthip.  The  rteuitt  of  thit  Miteion  ham 
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already  been  very  encounigiDg;  and  stiU  greater  good  may  be 
anticipated  in  time  to  come. 

Di£GO  MAmHK  u  an  important  out-station  situated  in  a 
fertile  and  romantic  valley  of  that  name,  about  eight  miles  from 
Port  of  Spain,  from  whence  it  i«  supplied  with  misaionaiy 
labour.  Several  people  having  been  faxought  from  Torlola  in 
Ihe  time  of  slavery*  and  located  on  tome  angar  estates  in  tliia 
valley,  I  paid  them  a  visit  soon  after  my  arrival  in  TMnidadt  in 
1888,  and  found  them  amions  to  hear  the  GospeL  After 
preaching  to  them  for  some  time  in  a  native  hut,  we  held  a 
meeting  to  consider  what  measoies  could  be  adopted  to  obtain 
n  suitable  place  of  worship.  Although  tlie  people  were  poor, 
t\^y  resolveil  to  make  a  strenuous  efl'oit  to  build  a  little  chapel. 
Some  promised  to  go  into  the  mountain  and  cut  a  number  of 
posts;  others  engaged  to  provide  rafters;  and  the  women  and 
•children  were  to  brings  the  sticks  for  wattling  and  the  f  ras/i  for 
thatching  the  roof  of  the  building;  while  tlic  planters  gene- 
rously otiered  the  loan  of  their  c^irts  and  cattle  to  convey  the 
heavy  materials  to  the  appointed  place.  Having  obtained  by 
purchase,  at  a  moderate  price,  a  suitable  lot  of  land  in  the  cen. 
tre  of  the  valley  and  of  the  population,  all  bands  set  to  work ; 
■every  Saturday — the  labonrerN  own  day — Mng  devoted  to  these* 
prq^amtory  labours.  When  the  building  materials  had  been 
•ooUected,  and  every  thing  was  ready,  I  went  out  several  weeka 
in  succession  to  superintend  the  ivork;  and  in  a  abort  time  the 
sanctuary  was  campleted,  to  the  joy  of  all  parties  eoneemed. 
This  was  a  humble  edifice,  but  it  often  proved  to  be  a  SitM^ 
-and  was  frequently  filled  not  only  with  attentive  hearers,  bat 
-witi&  the  presence  and  glory  of  God.  The  work  of  the  Lord 
continued  to  prosper,  and  we  soon  had  an  interesting  aoeiefy  of 
eighty  members.  Several  years  afterwards,  when  this  native 
chapel  had  become  much  dilapidated,  it  was  succeeded  by  a 
more  substantial  erection,  umh  r  the  superintendence  of  my 
worthy  successor,  the  lute  Rev.  John  Blackwell.  In  this  place 
the  people  still  worship  ;  aiid  a  day  bchool  lias  also  been  esta- 
blished for  the  religious  and  secular  instruction  ot  the  rising 
generation. 

San  Fsssasoo  may  be  regarded  as  the  station  next  in 
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importanet'  to  i'ort  of  Spain.  It  is  the  place  where  the  secotid 
^liuister  resides,  and  the  centre  of  a  Inr^^c  ngricultund  popula* 
iioD.  The  introduction  of  the  Ootpel  to  thii  put  of  tks  Ukutd 
was  attended  with  erident  marks  of  Diviae  interposition  worlhjr 
of  record.  So  recently  as  1S34,  there  was  not  a  Frotestaat 
Miaislflr  in  the  whole  of  this  seotm  of  the  countiy,  tlie  on^ 
two  Qngjmen  in  the  island  being  smployed  in  Bart  of  Spai% 
one  as  Beetor  of  IHoity  dumb,  sod  the  olher  as  Gstrisstt 
Qiaplatn*  At  that  period,  a  seeond  YfttkfWk  Ifaettoosij 
having  heen  appointed  to  Trinidad,  anangencnla  wevs  made 
lor  the  Bev,  John  If ann  to  nside  at  Sen  Femaado,  and  to 
ittnerate  among  the  eeletes  in  KspsrinM,  whilet  his  Snpcrin* 
tendent  oontinnsd  his  nselhl  Isbonis  in  Fort  of  Spnin.  Mr. 
Mann  was  lerf  laborious  and  soeeessful  as  a  Missionary  pioneer 
in  this  moral  wilderness.  He  found  a  number  of  people  on 
laliiiist,  Dumfries,  Jordan  Hill,  Wood  for  tl  Dnl**,  nntl  othar 
estates,  who  had  heen  hrou»?!it  irmn  the  Lcewanl  IsLtimU,  whrre 
they  had  licard  our  Mii»sioiiaries  preach,  ami  wen*  coim-tjin  nily 
more  nrccssible  to  the  truth  thnn  otliers  nhn  had  Ix-cn  inmed 
up  in  i'upith  or  pngan  darkin-^i*.  Among  ilic*c  lie  ronimeucK*! 
his  labours  ;  iind  was  much  encournijed  by  the  rr^ulls  w  hich  he 
'was  favoured  to  witness, — a  considerable  number  being  soon 
gathered  into  the  fold  of  Christ  In  the  town  of  San  Fernando^ 
Divine  serrice  was  oondnded  in  the  dwell inf^-house  of  Mr.  John 
Cos,  until  a  bnilding  was  purchased  by  the  Missionaries,  nnd 
OQRYerted  into  a  chapel  and  Minielsr^s  lesidsnes.  The  plaea 
waa  hut  lU  adapted  for  the  pnrposs ;  hal,  al  a  ttMe  when  pre* 
jndios  mn  high,  it  was  ngaided  aa  qnite  psorideaftial  lo  obtan 

enaeesded  by  the  Be?.  Ocoige  BanycU,  who  waa  aninMited  hgr 
the  saaM  s|^  of  nuasioMiy  usl,  and  whoss  khows  woo 
owned  of  God  in  the  eoniwiion  of  aany  prerioos  soak.  On 
my  ^ipontBSttt  to  the  ehaigs  of  the  Trinidad  Misrion,  I  fcit 
eonrinesd  that  snninthing  more  ought  to  be  done  for  San  Fer> 

*  The  religiiint  accmiliti  af THaiM  aM  rnxuk  hcttcr  prvrlJr^!  far  now, 
B«*tdc«  an  additioaal  amibfr  of  ner^yneo,  RpiimpdisB,  PvtabjtCTiao, 
aad  |{a|)tif1  MmionBrirt  hire  rntrrrtl  tikaSsMs  yit  ihMt  is  ilitt  ISiBfcr 
a  larfcr  auabcr  oC  avaageiioU  labowcca. 
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mmdo ;  but  the  ntj  did  not  open  lor  some  time  afterwanb, 
wben  Mr.  Ranyell  had  been  snoceeded  the  Ber.  James  Bick* 
ford.  When  eironmstaaees  seemed  to  favour  a  eommeneement, 
we  made  application  to  His  Excelleney  Sir  Heniy  M*L-od,  the 
GoTernor  for  the  time  being,  and  obtained  a  grant  of  a  suitable 
piece  of  land  on  the  side  of  the  lull  overlookin*^  the  town  and 
harbour,  where  we  alici  wanis  erected  a  chapel  and  Mission- 
House,  on  the  same  plan  and  of  the  same  dimensions  as  those  in 
Port  of  Spain.  The  labour  and  responsibility  connected  with 
this  undertaking  were  £!:reat ;  but  I  was  nobly  aided  by  my 
esteemed  collea^ies,  ih<'  Kev.  Messrs.  Rnnyell,  Bickford,  and 
Kurd,  who  siiccessively  occupied  the  station  during  the  yean 
that  this  important  enterprise  was  in  progress.  By  a  particular 
providence,  we  sold  the  old  building  for  nearly  three  times  the 
amount  of  its  original  cost,  the  value  of  property  having 
rapidly  risen  in  the  interim :  the  contributions  of  the  people  were 
also  veiy  liberal;  so  that  we  weie  enabled  to  oomph^  this 
respectable  missionary  establishment  without  any  aid  ftom  the 
Parent  Society.  Amid  numerons  difficulties,  the  cause  of  Qod 
has  continued  to  advance  at  San  Fernando ;  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  day  school,  in  addition  to  one  prsvioasly  commenced 
on  the  Sabbath,  has  provided  ample  MUties  for  the  education 
of  the  rising  generation. 

WooDroRD  Dale  is  an  interesting  out-station  connected 
witli  San  Feriiaudo,  and  central  ton  number  of  populous  estates. 
In  18  i  t  a  piece  of  land  was  obtained,  and  a  neat  little  chapel 
erected  by  the  zealous  efforts  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Limmcx  and 
Brown.  To  supply  this  and  otlier  plrices  in  the  Napariina^  with 
preaching,  the  San  Frrnando  Missionary  has  to  trovpl  over  very 
bad  road?  in  the  rainy  season ;  but  he  is  generally  compensated 
for  his  toil  by  the  devout  attention  of  a  loving  people.  A  small 
day  school  has  been  established  here,  which  has  been  the  means 
of  communicating  instruction  to  a'  number  of  children,  who  must 
otherwise  have  grown  up  in  the  grossest  ignorance. 

CouvA  is  the  name  given  to  a  district  or  hamlet,  rather  than 
a  village.  The  place  when  our  Miision  statiott  is  established,  is 
in  the  centre  of  a  dense  population,  about  midway  between 
?6rt  of  Spain  and  San  PenmndOi  and  about  fifteen  milea  from 
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eaeh.  Like  most  of  tlm  other  places  on  Uik  eoMt,  it  is  aeceastble 
only  by  water  from  tlie  Gtpiial ;  btti  ft  ttretniir  which  plies  (fattly 
in  tk«  GnlC  <il  Ihntt,  geoerelly  ealls  at  New  ikQr  for  the  cod- 
imoBOMvtipmmgfin,  Mr.  Mabb  hid  the  komr  of  Mag  tlM 
falKiMoiiuywhditiwvlid  in  tUi  pwiiir  CIm  He 
nmiflkfld  with  iioHiiiliBihlii  MMumi  on  FiUcilv  H^ll-  SiohaMBk 
Qgi^af^  Ifiltont  Codar  nnd  othwrwtatwjt  whwn  ikt  peojiln 
yaarnlly  miwifiMtaii  an  anxlow  daaim  lo  haar  tlM  GoapaL  Jir» 
Baiqfall  wia  nait  appointad  to  labonr  in  Ckia  loeaUty»  wk^  in 
ooniMUOB  with  Ma  SnpeiiDlendant»  tha  Bav.  George  Be«rd.  mw 
oeeded  in  obtaining  a  respaotahla  list  of  mbaeriptioiis  towards 
the  erection  of  a  clinpcl  and  Mission* House  on  a  piece  of  laud 
kindly  i^'rauted  by  (jovermnent  for  the  purpose.  This  uinltr- 
takitig  Vkiis  cxiiauiciieeU  before  tny  nii.v  .ii  m  lite  iUaud,  aud  wi)$ 
oouplcted  (hiring  the  first  year  ui  uiv  appoint metit.  Thf  Mib- 
nonptitm  ii»t  exhibits  some  splendid  speciujens  uf  Christinn 
Uberaliiy.  One  gentleman  contributed  150,  and  soii-ral  i2U 
and  II 0  each;  so  that,  with  a  small  grant  from  tht*  Paivot  60- 
oiaty,  the  buildinga  ware  soon  completed,  and  the  M  issiott  plaaad 
on  a  atable  and  permananl  footing.  Theahapal  is  on  the  ground* 
iloor»  and  tha  icsidence  of  the  Miuialar  above.  The  elation 
occupiae  a  aoaawhat  lonely  situation  on  a  aavsnaa  or  fdaini 
with  no  other  home  near  to  it  Tha  people  attend  the  chapd 
in  oaniidaiahhi  wmktnt  howew,  ftooi  thaewmndtag  aatalct» 

and  ft  dajr  aahool  ia  tangle  in  tha  ahapel  in  uo  cAeiaal  native 
taeeher.  Vkom  the  hiw  end  aaran.j )  ntnataon  of  the  neighbonr^ 
hood.  Gonva  ia  not  by  any  meana  ao  tafonnhle  to  heehh  nod 
oonrfbtt  as  eooBO  other  atalioiis,  and  I  have  some  affecting  nmi- 
niseeiiocs  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  aMictian  of 
lay  beloved  collea^ruff.  Mr.  lUckfard,  as  also  of  Ibo  Mok.iu'ss  of 
hi*  suretfssor-j,  Mt^^^rs.  Durrie  and  Heath.  Of  Inlr  y«;ir*  \[w 
sUtiOU  Las  been  supplied  by  a  itutivc  teaelu-r.  wii%j  has  proso* 
Cllted  liis  V.  utK  Mith  eoiuiMyutive  lieailh  an<(  rMinfor^ 

CL-VXiuN  N  l»\v,  abont  halt-way  Lilueru  ("iii>\.i  ami  »Nin 
Fernando,  is  o)inparativ<-ly  a  new  Tillage.  Being  al  si  couvenieni 
distance  irom  Cedar  Hill,  and  other  cstatrt,  wb^re  we  have  a 
oonaidanbto  nnndier  of  Manibcff»  il  wee  conaidarad  deaiinbie  In 
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fonn  a  jpennaMt  ettablklimttit  there.  Aceordingly  a  eom* 
modioiu  ohapd  was  eieeted  on  a  1>eautiM  and  oonmumding 
elevation,  in  the  rear  of  the  villnge,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Rev.  William  Heath,  in  the  ycur  1S45.  The  public  services 
tiie  well  attcuded ;  nmi,  us  tlie  pupuiaLiou  is  rapidly  mcrcabuig, 
tliis  will  no  doubt  become  a  still  more  injpoiLaut  station.  For 
tscveral  vt'nrs  an  iutVint  school  was  onnncctrci  this  piuce,  ol  a 
very  interesting  chnraric  r.  When  iLc  Missionary  first  visited 
Cedar  Hill  estate,  among  a  hundred  slaves,  he  found  a  few  who 
were  able  to  read ;  the  most  intelligent  ot  whom  was  ft  youn^ 
woman  named  Yeneiia  Percival.  She  was  among  the  lirst^'ruit^i  ot 
miaftiooary  labour  at  this  place,  and  appeared  marked  out  by 
Divine  Providence  as  an  instrument  of  good  to  those  around  her*  ■ 
Having  obtained  her  freedom,  the  was  usefully  employed  in 
teaching  the  children  on  the  estate,  as  well  as  in  leading  a  Classy 
and  other  useful  labours.  On  entering  the  chapel,  a  large  portion 
of  the  congregation  may  be  seen  with  Bibles  and  hjmn*boOks  in 
their  hands,  many  of  whom  were  indebted  to  Venetia  Perdval  in 
early  life  for  their  first  instruction  in  the  art  of  reading,  as  well  as 
for  religious  counsel.  Our  in&nt  schools  at  Cedar  Hill  and  other 
places  were  largely  indebted  also  to  the  kindness  of  members  of 
the  "Society  of  Friends"  in  England,  connected  with  the 
"  London  Central  iSugroes'  Friend  Society/'  and  other  similar 
philanthropic  institations,  who  frequently  made  grants  loi  their 
support,  in  consequence  of  the  representations  made  to  them 
through  my  dear  friend,  the  lute  Philip  Ihouipsoo,  of  Wood- 

In  prosecuting  our  missionary  labours  in  the  couutry  districts  of 
Trinidad,  we  generally  commenced  our  efforts  among  the  people 
who  had  been  brought  from  other  islaods.  This  plan  appeared  to 
be  the  most  expedient,  not  only  because  we  found  these  people 
more  free  from  Popish  superstiti  on  than  the  natives  of  the  colony, 
but  many  of  them  had  heard  the  Gospel  from  the  lips  of  our 
Missionaries  in  the  places  from  which  they  had  been  brought; 
and  vrere  consequently  more  readily  impressed  with  the  trotb 
when  it  was  again  proclaimed  in  tbdr  beariog.  But  our  atten« 
.tion  was  not  confined  to  these.  As  God  is  ncr  respecter  of  per. 
eons,  so  we  delivered  our  message  to  aU  who  cane  nrithin  the 
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tpbm  of  our  isflneiice;  and  by  tbe  Uflssingitof  Qod 
fevoured  to  tee  persons  of  all  elaeses,— natife  Africans,  Creoles, 
whites,  coloured,  Papists,  and  Protestants, — brought  to  a  saving 
knowledge  ot"  tlic  tmUi,  many  of  whom  we  trust  will  be  "  our  joy 
and  the  crown  of  our  rejoicin<T  in  the  day  of  the  Jjord."  We 
have  now,  in  connexion  witli  our  Trinidad  Mi<«sion,  air  ckapeUt 
elijJii  oilivr  preachwf;-]>Jnces,  hco  Mimonaries,  eyjiht  hundred  ancT 
nine  church  inmnbers^  itco  hundred  and  siM^f  icholart  in  the  MU" 
wm  tekooky  mid  mweiUeen  humired  ottemhmii  on  puilic  wonkip^ 


CHAPTER  YIII. 
suirLEiiE>;mv  lnxidexts. 

IfxtwoiiAET  Toilt  and  Exposure— Visit  to  Ajuuca— -£inliar)ntioii — 
St.  Tkomai'— Bcrmaaa— Hau^of-War  Clm  Meeting— Fbiladdphia— 
New  Tori: — Genenl  Confereace— Anerican  Methodism— SgcoNi>> 
SnimrnKCK— Tbander  Storm— Death  of  Boatmin— Death  Averted'— 
Tkoridential  Deliverance— Return  to  SvotAllu — ^Affecting  Farewell 
—Safe  Anival^WrsT  India  Qraanoif— Gawea  of  Depmaioa— 
—Saggestiana— Hopeful  Fature* 

A  USIBEMCB  wiiliiii  the  tropics  is  far  from  disagreeable  to 
tboae  who  an  io  cureninstnneed  as  to  be  able  to  indulge  in  the 
eomforis  and  luxuries  of  life,  without  being  liable  to  exoessiFO 
toil,  or  frequent  exposure  to  the  elements  of  nature.  But  with 
the  Christian  Missionaiy  it  is  somewhat  different.  To  meet 
the  spiritual  wants  of  his  people,  he  must,  if  possible,  be  at  hia 
post  of  duty  at  the  appointed  time,  regardless  of  the  state  of 
the  weather ;  and  he  has  often  to  travel  to  his  appointments 
through  the  burning  heat  of  the  sun ;  and,  on  his  rctuin,  lie  is 
frequently  exposed  to  the  chilling  dews  of  night.  In  crossing 
mountains  and  rivers,  and  in  perionuing  jounieys  by  water  in 
small  open  boats  or  canoes,  he  is  often  liable  to  severe  wettings. 
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to  3ny  nothing  of  the  fatigue  involTcd  in  such  undertakinp^s,  in 
Irving  climates.  In  addition  to  these  things,  which  severely 
test  his  })liyM(;il  strength,  the  Missionary  lias  often  to  go 
through  an  amoiuit  of  ministerial  labour,  in  countries  where  the 
word  of  God  is  scarre,  which  is  perfectly  astonishing,  and  to 
which  the  ordinary  labours  of  a  Minister  at  home  bear  no  com- 
pnrison.  In  the  West  Indies  it  is  not  the  mere  preaching  three 
or  four  times  a  day  which  is  so  trying.  It  is  more  especially 
the  weiffkt  and  lengiA  of  the  engagements,  when  two  or  three 
services  succeed  each  other  m  rapid  suocession,  as  reading 
prayers,  preaching,  baptizing  a  score  or  two  of  children,  giving 
tickets  to  half  a  dozen  Cla^^es,  Lovefeastj  or  administering  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  to  a  thousand  members, 
occupying  four  or  five  hours,  without  intermission ;  to  saj 
nothing  of  other  pastoral  labours,  cares,  and  responsibilities, 
which  often  weigh  down  his  spuits.  These  labours  and  eiLer- 
cises  make  an  impression  upon  the  most  wiiy  and  vigorous 
constitutions,  after  a  number  of  years ;  and,  without  the  employ* 
ment  of  appropriate  means,  the  Missionary  is  in  danger  of  being 
brought  down  to  rise  no  more,  which  has  been  the  case  Mrith 
many  a  faithful  labourer. 


VlSn  TO  AMERICA. 


Early  in  1844,  after  labouring  in  the  West  Indies  for  ten 
years,  with  but  few  interruptions  from  actual  sickness,  I  experi- 
enced sucli  a  serious  failure  of  health,  as  rendered  it  necessary 
either  to  quit  the  tropics  entirely,  or  to  take  a  voyage  for  n  few 
weeks  to  a  colder  climate.  Being  ardently  attached  to  the  Mis- 
sion work,  and  to  the  dear  brethren  with  whom  I  was  asso- 
ciated in  the  St«  Vincent's  IKstrict,  I  dedded  on  the  latter 
expedient.  My  medical  attendant  recommended  a  Toyage  to 
North  America;  and,  as  I  had  relatives  and  friends  in  the 
United  States,  to  whom  a  visit  from  me  would  be  very  agree- 
able, I  resolved  to  act  accordingly ;  my  dear  wife  nobly  vohm- 
teering  to  remain  at  home,  and  attend  to  our  missionary  estab- 
lishment and  schools  at  Biabou,  where  we  were  stationed  at  the 


Digitized  by'^^OOgle 


3M 


timeb  doling  my  absence.    A  few  p«rtictii«m  in  lefiueaee  to 

tbU  voynge  may  be  iuteresting  to  the  reader. 
On  Wedneidaj,  tlie  10th  of  ApriJ,  I  embarked  at  Kiiigtloii» 

00  board  ibe  ateamer  Medwrnj,**  bound  for  Bermuda.  Hj 
ftlbv  pasaaogerSy  about  tbirty  in  number^  were  militaiy  and 
naval  offioen,  merohants,  plantera,  and  private  gentlemen. 
Among  tbem  waa  Mr.  Van  Boren,  aon  of  tba  Ei-Preaident  of 
Ibe  United  Statea*  and  bit  amiable  kdy,  to  wbom  I  waa  intio-^ 
dooed,  and  whom  I  found  very  oj^reeable  tnvelliug  companaottk 
The  "  Medway  was  a  splendid  vessel,  two  hundred  and 
tlurty  fcet  louj^,  iind  tittcil  up  with  evci)  eonvfiiifiH'e. 

Dimnfij  the  two  following  days  we  kept  stcannii^  .  '.dh^  to  lae 
kcwiinl  uf  ihcCaribbec  Islands;  and  caUed  to  delive  i  iljc  maiU, 
and  to  receive  aud  laud  pasdiMigcrs,  at  St.  Lucia,  M;irtinit|ue, 
I>ominica,  (fimdjjloupc,  Antigua,  Mt>ntscrrat,  Nevi*.  St.  Kill's, 
and  Torluia  ;  of  some  of  these  isiamls  wc  hail  n  rine  view  ;  and, 
altogether,  the  passage  wa*i  interesting  and  agreeable.  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  Messrs.  TrrgelUs  aud  Jessup. 
Quaker  Miniatera,  on  a  visit  to  the  Wcat  Indies,  whom  I  hod 
previously  teen  and  enterlained  at  my  house  in  St  Vincent's. 

1  had  also  a  brief  interview  with  the  Rev.  J.  Ilonlbfd,  of 
Dominiea,  and  my  old  friend,  tbe  Bev.  J.  Filcher,  who  aearedy 
raeogmaed  me  after  ten  yeaia*  labour  witbin  tbe  tiopiea  tinea 
we  last  taw  each  other. 

On  Saturday,  tbe  IStb,  we  patted  tbiongb  a  narrow  cbannel 
nmong  the  Virgin  labmdtt  and  entered  tbe  ^aeiout  baibonr  of 
St.  Tbomaty  wben  we  bad  a  fine  view  of  tbe  town  and  ne^gb* 
bourbood  from  tbe  deek  of  tbe  tteamcr.  Tbb  bong  a  free  port 
for  veMels  of  all  nations,  it  is  much  resorted  to ;  aud  the  town 
exhibits  a  de^pn)  of  splendour  and  gaiety  not  seen  in  the  British 
^Vest  India  colonies.  As  our  vessel  was  to  ri;i.aiu  at  Si. 
Thotnns'  for  n  day  or  iwo,  wc  \\\  ni  on  shore,  and  were  much 
pi<:a^«\l  Willi  the  ii[)pv:ir.iiicc  of  the  plact;,  Havm.:  btvn  inln^ 
duct'd  to  ii  rtJipct-'Uible  Jewish  nurcHant,  I  ultrruhd  tlie  ^\ iia- 
goguc  in  coutpany  witii  hiiti.  and  A\iiiu^<*ida  ::r.i'h!  rvii^'U''US 
oenMuony, — the  eontirmatiou  by  tlie  lULbi  ot  iix  voung  ladiet; 
after  which  he  preached  a  sermon  in  English.  I  also  ctUcd 
upon  tbe  Moiavtan  Miaaaooaiy,  wbo  reoetved  me  eourteona^s 
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but  regretted  thai  be  coold  not  offer  me  bis  pulpit,  in  oonee- 
quence  of  Wesleyan  Missionaries  bein^  prohibitod  by  the  Banish 

authorities  from  preaching  in  this  island,  becaose  of  their  sup« 
posnd  nboiition  principles. 

On  Sniulay  morning  I  went  on  shore  ngain  in  company  with 
Mr.  Dennis,  a  young  man,  a  Wesleya'n,  who  came  on  Ijonrd  at  an 
early  hour  to  introduce  liimaclf  to  uie.  In  the  forenoon  we  attended 
the  Moravian  chapel,  where  we  found  about  a  hundred  persons 
assembled,  and  heard  a  plain  practirfl!  sermon.  At  the  close  of  the 
service  my  young  friend  introduced  me  to  several  pious  pei-sons 
who  were  formerly  connected  with  our  stations  in  the  English 
islands.  We  next  proceeded  to  the  Dutch  Beformed  Church, 
where  we  heard  a  powerful  and  evangelical  sermon  from  the 
£ev.  Mr.  Brett,  an  American  Minister.  During  his  preaehing^  I 
JHi  that  I  was  listening  to  a  man  of  Grod ;  and  was  not  sony 
when,  at  the  close  of  the  serrice,  he  sent  a  messengiTt  to 
invite  me  to  an  interview  with  him  in  the  yestiy*  We  had  a 
very  agreeable  and  profitable  convenation;  and  he  made  the 
aame  apology  as  the  Monirian  Minister  had  done,  for  not  being 
able  to  offer  me  his  pulpit.  He  invited  me  to  visit  his  Sunday* 
school  in  the  afternoon,  which  I  did  with  great  pleasnre.  I 
found  about  four  hundred  children  receiving  instruction.  I  then 
accompanied  Mr.  Dennis  to  the  house  of  a  pious  lady,  where  I 
•met  several  Wesleyans  from  the  English  islands;  and  was  much 
affected  ou  hearing  of  the  persfnt:  ui  which  they  had  been  called 
to  pass  through  since  tliey  eauie  here-;  and  of  the  entire  prohi- 
bition of  religious  meetings  among  them.  I  ga?e  them  such 
exhortation  and  counsel  as  the  time  would  allow,  and  coin- 
mended  them  to  (iod  in  prayer.  This  was  indeed  an  interesting 
day  in  a  foreign  laud.  Soon  after  going  on  board  the  steamer 
in  the  evening,  we  weighed  anchor,  and  proceeded  on  our 
Toyage. 

As  we  advanced  northwards,  I  enjoyed  the  bracing  influence 
c$  the  cool  breeze,  and  my  health  rapidly  improved.  Afler  we 
had  been  at  sea  five  days  without  seeing  land,  we  made  Bermuda. 
As  we  steamed  along  the  coast,  we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  countiy, 
and  the  pretty  white  houses  built  of  fiwestone^  with  chimncysy 
which  reminded  me  of  happy  England.  We  came  to  anchor  about 
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teu  o'(  1(>(  k,  P.M.,  off  1 1(1  Hid  Island ;  and  the  nc\i  morninj;  we 
went  ou  shore,  to  view  the  fortificntions  aiul  t!u*  prison-jhipf. 
We  saw  severnl  com  jr't<5  (hl:  il^ciI  on  iliv,  jiubiic  works  ;  aiul  \\\  rc 
politely  conducted  through  the  various  tlepartmeuts  of  the 
establishments  by  one  of  the  officers.  On  returning  to  the 
steamer,  I  found  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Sbcastonc,  the  Wesk^aa 
Minister  stationed  at  Bermuda,  and  iT?ff»pfiif!*'^  htm  to  HamH- 
toD,  a  distance  of  aboat  four  miles. 

On  Sundaj,  the  81st,  aoooiding  to  amiigeiBeBt,  I  fneached 
in  the  morning  at  Hamilton  to  n  luge  coogK^gatiou,  about 
thrae-fourtha  of  whom  were  whitea,  the  nmainder  bei^g  bMm 
and  persons  of  colour.  The  people  heard  with  attention,  and 
I  was  mnch  blessed  in  preaching  the  word ;  but  I  felt  pained 
at  the  distinotbn  which  appeared  to  be  made  on  the  gio«nd  ol 
eomplcxioiL  In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Shenstooe  diote  me  o«<sr 
to  St.  George*s,  whore  I  preached  in  the  evening  to  a  crowded 
con<rre5cation.  We  returned  to  Hamilton  aboui  midnight,  and 
the  lullovvinij  day  was  spt-ut  in  viewin*^  tlu'  j)laco  and  imIUii^  on 
n  iVw  friends.  The  peoplr  apfH'an.'d  lo  be  hearty,  li^ily,  and 
hospitable,  and  forcibly  ruuiudcd  mc  of  the  Methodists  m  mj 
own  native  lorkshne. 

On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Shenstoiu.'  and  1  went  on  l)oard  II. M.S. 

Dlustriou«,"  a  sailor  having  come  on  hhore  to  recjut-st  us  to 
visit  the  vessel,  for  the  purpose  of  lenewing  the  qiaaited|y 
tickcta  of  a  Class  of  Wesleyans  composed  entirely  of  nuui-ol* 
war^s  men.  On  reaching  the  ship,  we  first  inquired  for  the 
Admiral,  to  obtain  the  neneisaiy  pcnnismoa  to  go  below ;  but 
were  forr;  to  find  that  he  was  on  shcva.  We  wen  politely 
receiTed,  howe?  er,  by  the  oflieer  in  who  informed  us 

that,  in  about  half-an-hour's  time,  when  thej  l»d  tlniihsd 
certain  duties  in  which  they  ware  engaged,  we  should  hatu  hm 
access  to  the  men  for  the  purpose  which  we  mentioned.  Uafivg 
amused  ourselves  for  some  time  by  surveying  this  sphendid  vco- 
sel,  containing  nearly  seven  hundivd  persons,  and  seen  the  men 
perform  various  evolutions,  during  which  the  baiul  wan  plauni:, 
we  were  couJuckd  b^luw  by  a.  man  luina-d  Ma(lg>M(k,  the 
LeadiT  of  the  Cbmi.  W  v  eontinued  tc  --tMul  till  we  e.^me  to 
the  •lurc*room  beiow  the  fourth  deck,  u  here  the  members  held 
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their  meetings.  The  men  soon  began  to  assemble  to  the  num- 
ber of  sixteen ;  with  whom  we  held  a  most  delighiful  reUgious 
aerrioe  by  the  light  of  a  lantern.  The  Christian  experience  of 
th^se  pious  sailors  was  scriptttral,  sound,  and  clear ;  and  they 
manifeeted  a  seal  and  earnestness  in  the  affiurs  of  religion  which 
was  truly  pkaiing.  We  eonvened  irith  them  individoally  and  eoU 
lectively ;  and  whilst  we  were  engaged  in  prayer  and  praise,  we 
xealiied  thepresenoe  of  Him  who  said, "  Where  two  or  three  are 
gathered  together  in  My  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them.'* 
Having  examined  a  oertifieate  in  the  Class-book,  gi?en  by  the 
Be?.  B.  Foster,  of  Janudea,  who  had  last  renewed  their  Society 
tickets,  and  entered  ours  to  show  to  the  Minister  of  the  next 
port  at  which  they  might  call,  we  commended  the  members  of 
this  little  floating  church  to  God,  and  ascended  oiic€  more  to 
the  light  of  day.  We  were  politely  favoured  with  a  passage  on 
shore  by  Lieutenant  Liiidotf,  who  bore  the  most  honourable 
testimony  to  the  moral  and  religious  character  of  the  meu  whom 
we  hod  visited ;  and  who  also  entertained  ii?  with  vnrious 
interesting  details  of  his  adventures  in  the  South  8eas,  when  on 
■a  Toyage  to  Erromanga  to  recover  the  remains  of  the  martyred 
Missionary  John  Williams ;  and  when  engaged  in  a  fearful  con- 
flict with  the  heathens  of  Tonga,  in  defience  of  the  Glunstian 
JUtiTes,  in  which  his  Captain  lost  his  life.  We  spent  the  even- 
ing with  a  few  friends  at  tlie  honse  of  Mr.  Pean,  where  we  had 
*some  interesting  conversation,  mnsic,  smgtng,  and  pr^er. 

On  Wednesday,  the  B4th,  having  met  with  a  passage  to  the 
iUnited  States,  by  the  **  Lady  of  the  Lake,"  I  took  leave  of  my 
fiends  in  Bermuda,  and  embarked  ibr  America.  The  Bermudas 
are  a  number  of  small  islands,  separated  from  each  other  by 
narrow  channels.  The  soil  is  not  rich ;  but  the  surface  of  the 
ground  beini;  ntly  undulating,  the  country  has  a  beautiful 
nppenranoo  ;  and  the  climate  is  said  to  be  remarkably  niikl  and 
salubrious.  Tiic  population  is  esLimated  at  nine  tliousancl ;  one- 
half  of  whom  are  whit<»o,  find  the  other  blacks  nnd  coloured 
persons.  Hamilton  and  St.  (jcorge's  are  considerable  louns, 
and  contain  many  excellent  buildings.  At  each  place  we  have 
a  good  chapel,  besides  several  small  places  of  worship  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  conntry ;  and  the  number  of  church  members 
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was  about  five  hundrerl.  I  was  highly  gratified  hf  mjr  brief 
sojourn  in  this  interetting  colony. 

Having  been  at  sea  a  week,  on  Wednesday  noinuig,  tkt  1st 
of  ^Inv,  we  made  the  oonianent  of  AoMtien*  We  soon  nftefwtfids 
took  a  pilot  on  boovd^  entered  tte  nonth  of  the  Belnwafe,  end 
piooeeded  op  the  river  with  a  Mr  wind*  being  aneli  delaglled 
with  the  appeannee  of  tho  oo«Bti:f  on  etlhcr  hand*  Boring 
the  day  we  peaeed  KeweaiUe  and  Wflmington,,  and  found  omw 
aelTea  in  oompany  with  eailing  veetela  and  etaanw  of  variooa 
kindt.  AboQt  ten  o'doek,  p.m.,  we  eoM  to  anehor  off  Phib- 
delphia,  having  sailed  upwards  of  one  hundred  milee  during  the 
last  four! ceil  hours. 

Kariv  the  next  liuuniui;,  I  went  on  shore  to  take  a  view  of 
the  city,  with  whieii  1  was  much  pleased.  It  is  said  to  l>r  ^even 
miles  lontr,  and  thrt*e  broad ;  the  streets  nre  laid  out  ni  nVhl 
angles  with  great  rcj;ularity ;  many  of  ti»e  hiiiliiiuirs  nre  large 
and  •Mbstnntial  :  .-uid  cvorv  thins:  exhibits  a  degree  ot  neatness 
niid  order  much  to  be  ndnurcd.  Having  iotroduoed  myself  to 
the  Kev.  Mr.  Gndnny,  a  Methodist  Minister,  he  kindly  showed 
me  hie  ohnreh,  called  Kbenexer,"  a  nmt  and  respectable  ediico» 
although  not  equal  to  *'  Union  Church,'*  the  next  which  I  wwl 
to  lee*  In  the  afternoon  I  rode  out  to  Fair  Mount  Waterworfcib 
the  moct  wonderful  ettabUthnent  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  aeeo. 
In  tha  evening  I  attended  a  Qaaa  Ifeeting^  and  wae  nllanraide 
introdnced  to  the  Ber.  Mr,  Janea»  with  whom  1  had  a  long  and 
intmiting  convereation. 

At  fonr  o'ehiek  on  Friilny  morning,  I  took  eoaeh  for  WOkct- 
barre,  a  dialanoe  of  one  hundred  and  aixtaen  aulee.  IWng 
the  day  wc  paeecd  throngh  a  eonnliy  w^  eoRivated  and  settled. 
The  beautiful  green  fields  were  divided,  not  with  stone  walls,  or 
quick-set  hedges,  as  in  Kngland,  but  with  strauj:.-  ziirz^iir  irncv^ 
made  of  wood.  It  wus  pleasing  to  reflect,  howi  vrr.  tli.ii  tlif» 
farms  which  we  saw  invariably  belonged  to  the  partio"  w  i  o 
livrd  ttpon  Ihcni,  and  not  to  opj)nssiTe  landlords,  m  wi  ^o'.^,. 
other  countries.  T  wn^  jrivrn  to  understand  that  this  pari  of 
Pennfvlvnrtin  i«  *t^?tled  cliully  by  (icrmsns.  The  towns  of 
BetliK  !iem  and  Nazarotli  nre  inhabited  exclusively  by  Moraviaiii^ 
who  have  iu  oooneiioo  with  them  exteneiva  edmatmml  calah- 
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liahments.  I  rested  for  the  nigbt  at  Nazareth,  nud  proceeded 
eaily  the  next  momiiig.  This  day  we  travelled  through  a  more 
dreaiy,  hiilj,  and  rugged  connt^.  the  scenery  of  whidi  was 
frequently  grand.  Towards  evening  we  began  to  descend  into 
Wyoming  Yalley,  in  the  centre  of  which  stands  the  town  of 
Wilkesbarie.  Being  desirous  of  obtaining  a  view  of  the  conn- 
tty,  I  took  my  seat  by  the  coachman,  and  soon  found  he  was 
acquainted  with  my  fnends.  As  we  approached  nearer  to  the 
town,  he  pointed  out  my  father's  house  and  little  farm»  as  well  as 
the  residence  of  my  brother.  In  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  I  saw 
my  father  cominp:  through  tlie  garden  gate ;  and,  although  I  had 
not  seen  him  for  fourteen  years,  i  recoguised  him  instantly,  not- 
withstanding his  being  at  some  distance.  The  coach  stopped 
nt  the  gate.  My  father  turned  round,  and,  although  he  iiad  no 
knowledge  of  my  visit,  he  recognised  me  in  a  moment.  I  will 
not  attempt  to  describe  our  meeting  uiul(  r  sucli  circumstances. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  tlic  good  old  man  rejoiced  exceedingly  at 
the  opportunity  of  being  once  more  permitted  to  embrace  a  son 
whom  he  scarcely  expected  ever  to  see  again  in  the  flesh,  after 
I  had  embarked  for  Africa,  and  he,  with  his  family,  to  America, 
80  many  years  before;  and  I  was  equally  happy  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  privilege  which,  till  this  moment,  I  had  hardly  ven- 
tured to  anticipate.  The  house  was  soon  filled  with  brothers, 
sisters,  friends,  and  relatives,  who  rejoiced  over  me  as  one  risen 
from  the  dead. 

On  the  following  Sunday,  the  5tht  I  accompanied  my  dear 
iiither  to  his  appointments  at  Kingston  and  Plymouth;  and 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  him  preach  in  the  moraing  with 

all  the  energy  and  vigour  of  former  days.   In  the  afternoon 

and  evening  I  preached  to  large  and  attentive  congregations. 
This  was  indeed  a  day  long  to  be  remembered. 

I  spent  three  happy  weeks  beneath  my  father's  roof.  The 
time  passed  sweetly  and  swiftly  away,  in  viewing  the  coutjLry* 
in  paying  and  receiving  visits,  and  in  Christian  intercourse  with 
friends  and  relatives,  Tnany  of  whom  liave  settled  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood. I  was  delighted  to  see  most  of  them  surrounded 
with  all  the  comforts  of  life^  and  much  improved  in  their  cir- 
comstanoes  since  they  came  to  America.  On  the  Sabbath  I 
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preaclied  in  the  laige  MeUiodUt  Chnrefa  in  Wilketbarre  and  aft 
the  Plains ;  and  some  who  heaid  ne  were  penona  whon  I  bad 
known  in  England  fifteen  yean  before. 

During  my  stay  at  WHkesbarrc,  I  spent  a  pleasant  aftenMm 

in  the  company  of  Sarah  H.  Miner,  an  intelligent  and  interesting 

blind  l;iily,  who,  on  being  made  acquainted  with  the  cireuiu- 
stances  connected  uith  my  embarkation  for  Afrira,  nbout  the 
same  time  that  rny  fathn  innaratcd  to  Atnrrica,  composed  and 
presented  to  me  the  followinc:  lines,  prickt  d  uli"  on  thick  paper^ 
after  the  manner  of  writing  by  the  blind ; — 

THE  FATHEB  AKD  SON. 

Luna  yam  hant  fiomi  hf,  iiilh  thsir  wnAam  tad  slom^ 
Sinee  an  Baflul's  grcai  thofe  stood  twv  naa^  A^an ; 
TImx  piited  witk  gtauoes  of  luadly  fcpvt. 

Each  wishing  the  Gocpel't  loTcd  staodanl  to  mI 
In  lands  far  rta&ot«  Arom  the  isle  of  their  hirtib. 

Thrx  piirtf  i1  to  wV  foirifrn  qnirtcr*  of  earth. 
On«:  sitcii  o'er  the  wave  wiUi  llie  arnlour  nf 
IW.'iriiikr  toil.  braNiiij:  ilanstr,  bold  for  the  trulhi 
licueatik  Lru|tic&l  »uui,  uu  AfiicA  »  coast, 

He  waml  witli  laolatiy's  ambatUea  bott 

Bat  the  world  was  bis  tdd,  tad  tbo  Isboaim  few; 

To  daties  awifmcd  liai,  stall  dwntlsw  bo  flew ; 

Tct  tboBgh  he  tins  Vore  so  Isbwioos  a  psrt. 

It  qasBBbed  not  affeelioa's  wsrai  glow  ia  bis  heart. 

The  jetft  aod  'Ji<  wsrf^  which  have  since  roll'd  bttwcca^ 

Fail'd  ftHL-Lt  of  [itTictiod  fruin  either  to  wesn. 

BfhoM  her-       pml  of  th-ir  fnrtt]  wTsht*  won, 

Oq  this  wcttem  abore  met  that  iatker  tnd  iion, 

Xaily  on  the  morning  of  the  2Sid  I  took  an  aftctioeate 
laate  of  my  Yenerable  father  and  the  mat  of  the  family  ;  pio> 
hablj  to  meet  them  no  mora  in  this  world.*  Kay  we  have  a 

•  Tbr^  t!ifl  indeed  prove  fo  le  mr  \\\\  »^rtl-Jv  nicftin*  with  htt  vpTi*  n!:le 
father,  fiiul  MTVpml  rthrr  !iKri5t<r*  of  tii*'  faiii.ly  A  ft  w  >rart  altcfw  irvli  I 
hcani.  at  »hort  ;:itrr\al-.  of  t!.r  il-a'.h  ■  ;  a  Injlher  and  lKrr«*  (ii«fer>,  .MiJ 
lUlimatciy  of  lite  (W|iarturi£  ta  a  Uclur  cj.  uiilr}'  kJL  &iv  iit>uitur««i  Uti»tf  L^oucif. 
Ue  finithed  hiseoane,tn«B>phaiill7  hapjijr  ia  God,  al  Wfflmherre*  o&  tte  SCb 
oTAu^t.  m»,iBtbe76lb  ysvoT  bis  iga.  lbs  dij  bdbto  I  teek  ^y 
leave  of  hia,  be  wmle  a  few  fiaes  fai  ny  sif  boob  of  e^iigfepb»  feam 
wbkbtwiweitbt  fcflowt^fisMhm  ml  I  i " Tear  tkH  la  sa  ^ 
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happy  meeting  in  heaven  I  I  rested  for  the  night  at  Easton, 
and  proceeded  the  next  day,  partly  by  coach  and  partly  by 
railway,  to  New  York,  by  way  of  Jersey  City,  As  this  wonder- 
ful invention  of  modern  times  had  been  adopted  since  1  em* 
barked  for  foreign  lands,  this  was  the  first  railway  I  had  seen ; 
and  it  certainly  appeared  to  be  a  great  improyement  on  tbe  old 
mode  of  trareUing. 

Oq  my  arrival  in  the  beaafciful  city  of  New  York,  I  left  my 
luggage  at  the  Pacific  Temperance  Hotel,  and  walked  over  to  the 
place  where  the  General  Conferenise  of  the  Methodist  Epieoopal 
Church  waa  holding  its  sittiogs;  but  the  meeting  had  broken 
up  for  the  day.  I  then  called  at  the  Methodist  Book  Gonoem, 
in  Mnlbeny  Street,  and  introdnoed  myself  to  the  Bev,  G.  Lane, 
the  Book  Steward,  who  waa  glad  to  see  me,  being  wdi  ao* 
qnainted  with  my  father.  Mr.  Lane  kindly  invited  me  to  make 
his  house  my  home  daring  my  stay  in  New  York.  I  gratefully 
accepted  his  friendly  invitation  ;  and  I  shall  ever  feel  obliged  to 
him  aiiJ  hia  amiable  wile  for  their  marked  aUenUou  auJ  kmd- 
ncss  during  my  brief  sojourn  biuiuath  their  hospitable  roof. 

The  next  morning  I  attended  the  Conference ;  and  having 
been  introduced  to  the  Bishops,  1  was  cordially  invited  to  tnke  a 
seat  among  the  Ministers,  and  received  with  a  kindness  that 
made  me  feel  quite  at  home.  The  subject  under  discussion  was 
one  of  the  deepest  interest ;  namely,  the  connexion  of  slaveiy 
with  the  episcopacy.  Bishop  Andrew  had  become  the  owner  of 
two  or  three  slaves,  by  marriage,  which  was  considered  an  in- 
fringement of  the  discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chureh ; 
and  an  animated  debate  waa  continued  from  day  to  day  on  this 
question  durmg  the  week  that  I  attended  the  sittings  of  the 

been  truly  refresking,  and  furiiis  one  uf  the  moat  plea&iog  iucidcuU  lu  a 
iife  which  hu  been  loinewhat  chequered,  and  will  ht  remembered  lij  na  with 
gratitode  M  lo&g  as  we  live.  I  ftel  deeply  wbea  I  thiok  of  thsl  woid 
*  Parewell/  I  gave  job  np  freely  for  AfHet,  I  will  tiy  to  give  ^oa  np 
freely  for  tbe  Wert  hAim,  Your  deer  wifo  ie  there.  And  yoor  dear 
people  are  there.  Go,  my  son,  and  may  God  bring  you  in  lefetytoyoorhomei 
Tell  your  friends  that  the  old  man  of  whom  they  have  heard  you  8[>eak 
i?  s!'!!  rilive,  and  on  his  way  to  hearcn.  T  hope  to  incet  you  in  thatconntlj 
where  the  word  '  y^rfiwrll '  will  he  heard  no  mere  for  ever. 
**  Wilkeibarre,  Mag  Und,  1844.  RoGin  Moisieb.'* 

2  D  2 
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Coofercuce.  There  wns  some  gaod  speiiking  on  both  tides,  in 
which  Bisliop  Soul,  Bishop  Andrew,  ])r.  Cnptr-,  Dr.  Wmani, 
Pr.  Ban^"*,  the  lU'v.  Messrs.  Smith,  rollin",  Pitrce,  nm\  Caw, 
appeared  prominently  ;  but,  of  course,  my  ft  eim^'s  and  judLrmonl 
went  with  the  NortA  ;  and  I  couid  not  but  feel  surprised  and 
grieved  to  hear  the  Ministen  o!i  ihe  ^ulr  of  the  South  pleading 
directly  in  favour  of  ilafm  On  the  Sabbath  I  was  kindly 
aeooinpaiucd  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Itowe  to  hear  three  celebrated 
preacberiy— *]>r  Winain*  Mr.  Ottm,  and  Mr.  CoUin^  who  dit- 
pbjed  an  Mmettiieia  and  ml  in  their  diaeomiet  qjuit^  d»* 
noterittio  cf  AiBflficiii  Mtnliteit* 

When  I  had  afttmded  the  rittiDga  of  the  ConfcraMe  about  • 
wiok,  I  met  with  a  Teiael  boond  Ibr  St.  Tinoeiit'a,  the  Gaptam 
of  which  I  knew;  and  at  my  health  wii  veij  miidi  inpioved,  I 
leeoWed  to  enhvaee  the  oppoftiinlty  of  letuming  to  the  Weil 
Indi^  wilhoiit  extending  my  triTels  to  Canada^  as  I  fint 
intended. 

On  Saturdav,  tlie  1-t  of  June,  1  took  leave  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lane,  l>r.  .li.d  Mrs.  Paine,  tin  lUv.  Messrs.  Wright,  Akcrs, 
and  Swormstcdt,  and  ?evfn»l  olher  friemis,  ami  embarked  for 
the  \Ve9t  Imlie?.  After  a  pleasant  passa^re  of  tliree  week-, 
wade  Rarbad<x's  ;  and  as  we  ran  down  tfie  wiiuUv.'.nl  eoii<t.  I 
had  a  view  of  Providence,  our  old  station,  and  other  pbces 
which  I  recognised.  In  the  evening  we  entered  Carlisle  Bay, 
and  I  went  on  shore  at  Bridge  Town.  AAer  a  brief  interview 
with  tiie  Rev.  E.  Branston  and  fiunily,  Mra.  Gili.  and  Mrs. 
HoveU,  1  letnined  on  hoard*  and  wo  bore  away  for  81* 
Vincent's. 

On  the  loUowing  morning  wt  amde  the  iaiand,  end  I  had  n 
dear  riew  of  Biabon  and  the  Drighhooring  estates.  AboQl 
mM»  we  eamo  to  aoehor  in  Kingitown  Bay;  and,  at  toon  aa  I 
oould  obtain  n  horae,  I  rode  to  Biahott»  where  I  wae  happy  to 
And  my  dear  wife  in  good  health,  and  that  all  hod  gone  on  well 
during  my  abeenee. 

This  visit  to  Ameriea  was  attended  with  circumstances  ot 
peculiar  interest,  as  it  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  meeting 
once  muic  witli  dear  frii-nds  nud  nhiiivi-*,  .ii.d  rr«.ultitl  in  the 
re-estaUliahfficnt  of  my  health ;  to  that  on  my  return  to  the 
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W«9t  Indies  I  was  enabled  to  pursue  my  labours  for  a  while 
longer  with  pleasure  and  comfort.  On  the  whole  my  impres- 
sions of  Araerie^i  and  American  Methodism  were  decidedly 
favourable.  I  coidd  not  but  lo  ok  with  feelings  of  veneration 
upon  the  noble  band  of  Ministers  sent  as  delegates  from 
different  parts  of  the  Union  to  the  General  Conference.  The 
evidnit  ^genuineness  of  their  piety,  the  simplicity  of  their  dress 
and  manners,  and  the  lofly  intellect  displayed  by  several, 
attracted  my  particular  obseryation.  The  dignified  manner  in 
which  they  conducted  their  bnsmeas  also  struck  me  very  forcibly. 
Although  the  subjects  of  diaouasion  were  of  the  most  exciting 
•character,  the  rules  of  debate  generally  recognised  by  deliberate 
assemblies,  and  adopted  by  the  General  Gonieieoee,  were 
strictly  observed.  There  was  no  stamping,  dapping,  or  dieer* 
ing;  nor  did  the  speakers  indulge  in  personalities  or  eaieasm, 
but  always  spoke  of  their  opponents  as  their  '*  respected 
brethren."  And  when  a  resolution  waa  passed,  however  large 
the  nunority,  they  meekly  submitted  to  the  majui  Uy  without 
a  murmur.  The  five  Bishops  presided  in  rotation,  and  no 
eulogium  can  be  too  strong  on  the  manner  in  which  they  dis- 
charged their  duties.  They  seldom  took  a  part  in  ihe  debates ; 
but  when  they  did  speak  it  was  with  a  weight  and  solemuity 
tiiat  seemed  to  be  felt  by  all.  I  shall  never  foi^et  the  address 
of  Bishop  boui  on  Bishop  Andrew's  case.  Such  were  the 
esteem  in  which  I  held  this  good  rnnn,  and  my  utter  detestation 
of  slavery  in  every  form,  that  I  could  not  but  deeply  reorret  his 
•sympathy  with  the  South.  From  the  whole  of  the  proceedings 
■during  this  memorable  controversy  a  calm  and  disinterested 
•observer  of  this  assembly  might  have  imagined  himself  carried 
back  to  the  days  of  the  Apostles,  when  tbq^  assembled  to 
'deliberate  on  the  affairs  of  tbe  Church  in  the  upper  room  at 
.Jerusalem.  The  hospitality  and  kindness,  ako,  iHiich  ihej 
generous^  extended  to  a  Ifinister  of  another  great  seekion 
Methodism,  and  of  another  nation,  made  an  impression  upou  niy 
heart  never  to  be  forgotten.  The  Bev,  Mr.  Soott  kindly  in* 
-vited  me  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  to  preadi  in  the  place  of  Bishop 
Andrew,  while  his  case  was  pending;  but  cinmautanoOB 
•<>bliged  me  respectfully  to  decline. 
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The  dUTmioet  on  the  niljeei  of  tUf«fj»  alluded  to  Aoift, 
ultiiiutely  fetolted  in  tbe  teoMum  of  the  Bmikem  CooliBK&eflo 
fiom  the  main  body ;  hni  tt  the  limita  of  theae  netoortab  wiU 
not  allow  of  my  enlmng  mom  folly  into  thia  and  other  aiibjeela 
oonoected  with  my  vtait  to  the  United  Stafeeai  I  have  pleaaote 
in  referring  the  leader  to  Dr.  Dixon'a  aMe  wturk  on  IfetliodMn 
in  America,  towards  the  dose  of  which  he  will  find  copioua 
extracts  from  tlie  speeches  to  which  I  listr tied  with  tlia  de<'pest 
interest.  It  is  matter  of  deep  n  cret  that  now,  after  the  fearful 
struggle  betwiien  North  and  fcuuili  over,  there  appenrs  no 
d^ire  on  the  part  of  the  Methodist  Fpir^copai  C'lmrch  SoiuU  to 
beoome  rcconcUed  io  the  paj^ut  ecclesiastical  estabiishmcat. 

SBCOND  SHIPWRECK. 

In  the  prosecution  of  im  arduous  dtitirs,  the  Chnstinn  M"'*- 
aiooaiy  ia  not  ooly  required  to  labour  to  the  my  uUiiott,  mid 
sometimes  above  hia  atiength,  to  meet  the  nnmerooa  claims  for 
hia  aervices,  and  to  endure  haidneaa  aa  a  good  loldier  of  the 
Lord  Jeans  Chiiati  bn^he  ia  aometiBMa  oalled  to  witaeaa  vcqf 
xematfcable  interpoaitioBa  of  the  |itondenoe  and  giaoe  of  God. 
8onw  tnatanoat  have  alieady  bean  glveai,  in  the  eoorae  of  tbia 
nanative,  of  deliveianee  fiom  danger^  while  tnvelling  by  asn 
and  by  land ;  and  othem  yet  ranain  to  be  related  Tralylmaf 
aay  witb  the  Apoatle  that  I  have  been  *<in  deatba  often,"  and  I 
een  prraiie  tbe  Lord,  "who  ddiverad  na  from  ao  great  a  death, 
and  doth  deliver :  in  whom  we  trust  that  lie  wiU  }'et  deliver 
UA.  "  (I  Cor.  i.  10.) 

It  was  during  the  period  of  my  freond  nppomtinent  to  llu3 
island  of  'Irinidad  that  I  ex|)<.rifnivd  a  vrry  nmarLithlf*  provi- 
deiitud  drliveraiiec  Irani  a  WHlcry  (^rave,  and  from  lUntli  by  a 
stroke  of  liijhtninj;. — the  fate  to  which  one  of  Uiv  <"  Mipnmomi 
was  aetuaiiy  doomed.  Tliis  a!ma>l  mimrufoti*  int<TjHj*aioo 
was  attended  hf  so  mmnv  remarkable  eiroimstjinots,  ail  illu»tra- 
tire  of  the  special  ptovidanoa  of  God,  that  I  think  I  need  wake 
no  apology  for  placing  nfam  leeofd  a  brief  aeeonnt  of  it  ia 
these  memorials. 

On  the  6tb  of  Angnat,  m«»l  hod  oeewo^t  in  the  diaebaig^ 
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of  roy  ministerial  duties,  to  visit  Couts,  a  station  about  fifteen 
miloB  from  Port  of  Spain,  i  left  town  Boon  after  six  o'clock  in 
the  noroiog,  in  an  open  boat,  aooompanied  by  the  two  boat- 
men,  John  Ovid  and  William  Woodford.  The  moming  waa 
fine;  and  as  we  glided  down  the  smooth  and  placid  waters  of 
the  Gnlf  of  Faria,  the  surrounding  scenery  seemed  well  cal* 
cnlated  to  draw  ont  the  miad  in  holy  contemplation  and  /qy. 
After  singing  a  few  verses  of  the  hymn  beginning,  "  There  is  a 
land  of  pure  delight,"  I  endeavoured  to  engage  the  boatmen  in 
such  moral  and  religious  conversation  as  1  thou^^lit  likely  to 
promote  their  spiritual  uutl  eternal  welfare.  Having  arrived  at 
our  destination,  visited  the  school,  and  performed  the  other 
duties  of  the  day,  which  luciuiled  the  marriage  of  one  of  our 
teachers,  we  prepared  to  return  in  the  afternoon. 

We  started  froui  New  J5ay  at  half-past  two  o'clock.  The 
weather  had  become  showery ;  but  it  was  not  by  any  means 
more  threatening  than  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year.  A 
light  breeze  soon  took  us  up  as  high  as  Carapiachaima,  a  dis* 
tance  of  about  four  miles,  when  we  observed  a  thunderstorm 
gathering  to  the  eastward,  in  dense  black  masses  of  clouds. 
The  rain  soon  descended  in  torrents,  and  vivid  lightning  flashed 
around  ns,  and  the  peals  of  thunder  were  fearfully  long  and 
loud*  The  breeze  freshened,  and  we  scudded  along  withont 
the  slightest  apprehention  of  danger,  beyond  what  might  arise 
from  a  thorough  wetting  at  this  sickly  season  of  the  year.  I 
had  been  again  endeavouring  to  draw  out  the  men  in  religious 
conversation ;  and  it  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  we  had  been 
speaking  ul  mstanees  of  sudden  death  by  lightning,  and  of  the 
necessity  of  being  always  prepared  to  miclI  our  God,  wiien,  iu 
a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  the  lightning  flash  struck 
the  bamboo  yard  wliich  supported  the  lug«saii,  and  completely 
shattered  it  in  j)iecc8.  The  electric  fluid  desccinled  the  mast, 
and  struck  William  Woodford  dead  in  an  instant !  At  the  time 
of  this  awful  occurrence  he  was  reclining  his  head  agauist  the 
mast,  with  the  halliard  rope  in  his  hand,  ready  to  let  go  in  case 
of  a  squall.  The  lightning  completely  scathed  him,  setting  his 
dothes  on  fire,  and  passed  through  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  In 
the  same  moment  John  Ovid,  who  was  at  the  helm,  was  struck 
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prostrate  and  helpless  at  my  feet.    I  felt  the  ^hock  myself :  it 
produced  an  awful  sensation,  but  did  not  for  n  moment  deprive 
me  of  my  reason.    The  connission  sent  the  boat  nearly  of«» 
but  at  aoon  righted  again,  half  fuU  of  watar.    At  this  penloiia 
inonent  I  commenced  baling  the  water  out  of  the  boat  wiA 
one  band,  whilat  I  endearoored  to  arooae  John  with  the  other. 
After  a  few  wild  ezpfeaatons  of  anrpriae  be  fecovered  from  the 
shock,  and  began  to  throw- the  baUast  ovt  pf  the  boat,  whibi  I 
continned  to  bale.  As  to  Wflliam,  he  lemained  proatnto  on  hk 
face,  with  his  arms  extended,  just  as  he  fell ;  and  never  so 
mnch  as  spoke,  groaned,  or  moved.  The  fire  on  his  clothes  waa 
soon  quenched  with  the  water.    After  a  while  we  felt  convinced 
tliat  all  our  <  Iforts  to  kct-p  the  boat  artoai  must  be  ineffectual, 
as  .shi*  was  filling  fast,  tlirough  the  holes  in  the  bottoii!.    1  now 
saw  ihc  nrrossitv  of  making"  a  strenuous  f-Hort  for  lifr,  bv  swim- 
mitv^  or  otherwise,  and  coiumeuctil  pullini;  otl'  uiy  coat  and  l>oots 
simultaneously  ;  but  when  I  had  got  out-  lu  oi  ulf,  and  my  coat 
jii?t  thrown  ov(  r  my  jhonldcrs,  the  boat  wrtil  down.*  and  we 
were  iinmert^d  in  the  waves.    Frovideutialiy  the  « tight  of  the 
dead  man's  bodj,  which  bung  partly  over  the  gunwale,  caused 
the  boat  to  capsize  in  its  descent ;  and,  being  emptied  of  its 
contents,  it  came  to  the  surface  again,  with  the  bottom  npwarda. 
Wo  then  made  an  effort  to  regain  the  wreck,  in  which  I  was 
nradi  impeded  hy  my  coat,  half  off  and  half  on,  which  aeled 
as  a  pinion  to  my  elbows.  How  X  cleared  myself  from  this 
difficultj  I  eannot  tdl ;  I  thmk  I  ton  my  coat  asunder,  and  gol 
it  off  in  piecee.   I  only  remember  being  fairly  free  fitnn  thk 
entanglement  when  I  mounted  the  wreck,  and  I  never  aaw  n 
vestige  of  my  coat  agniii. 

Although  both  John  and  I  had  hitherto  succeeded  in  keeping 
©ur  above  water,  wc  had  great  difficulty  in  clingi     to  the 

boat,  from  ii-i  rolliui^  motion,  ranged  partly  hy  ;!.«  ^u,  !1  of  the 
tea,  and  parlly  trom  llie  mast  -still  ri'in.iiiniiL'  iti  ;t»  p;;ict\  U 
revolved  in  th<»  w.iti  r  like  a  barrrl  f'«r  souu-  tniic.  aiul  tt  r<n|uin^l 
cur  utmost  <  ![ort<  tt)  kirp  mounting'  to  tho  lii::lit  >l  pari.  At 
one  time  I  l>'utiil  my<*rlf  bt  ing  rarrifii  utiiier  the  boat  m  its 
revolution,  having  misml  my  aim  ut  the  keel ;  and  wben 
immcrMd  in  the  water  after  ao  mooh  cihaBatioB,  that  was  the 
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moment,  the  eolemn  moment,  which  miut  remain  indelibly  im- 
jweeaed  upon  my  mind  as  loog  ae  I  live, — ^tbe  moment  in  which 
I  mentally  left  thia  world,  and  leaigoed  my  apiiit  into  the  hands 
of  my  Bedeemer.  In  my  descent  the  end  of  a  rope  came  in  my 
▼ey»  hy  means  of  which  I  raised  myself  once  more  to  the  top  oif 
the  wreck.  A  feint  hope  of  life  again  returned ;  and  soon  aftei^ 
wards  the  boat  became  more  steady,  and  John  and  I  sat  npon 
the  keel  with  much  less  difficulty,  only  up  to  the  arms  in  water, 
and  getting  a  turn  over  now  and  then. 

As  the  6torm  abated  ami  the  mist  began  lo  clear  nway,  we 
aaw  a  white  speck  on  the  distant  horizon.  It  was  a  sloop,  which 
God  in  His  providenee  had  prepared  for  our  deliverance.  As  it 
<came  nearer,  we  made  every  effort  to  be  seen  or  heard  by  the 
people  on  board.  We  united  our  voices  to  their  utmost  pitch, 
and  also  elevated  a  piece  of  board  as  a  signal  of  distress;  but, 
for  a  long  time,  all  seemed  inefiectuni,  and  our  faith  was  put  to 
the  severest  lest,  as  we  had  reason  to  fear  that  we  might  be  passed 
by  the  sloop  unobserved.  When  nearly  all  hope  ^v:is  gone,  we 
bebeUl  with  unspeakable  delight  a  boat  moving  off  from  the 
sloop  towards  us.  We  now  encouraged  each  other  to  hold  on  a 
little  longer,  and  we  were  soon  taken  from  the  wreck,  just  as 
«ramp  had  seized  my  feet  and  legs,  having  been  exposed  to  the 
most  immment  danger  for  nearly  two  hours.  On  reaching  the 
«loop,  we  found  it  to  be  the  *'  Atalanta,*'  bound  for  Poet  of 
Spain ;  and  we  were  treated  with  the  greatest  kindness  by  Captain 
Dwyer  and  his  men.  As  soon  as  I  had  taken  off  my  wet  clothes, 
I  wrapped  myself  in  a  blanket  with  which  I  was  kindly  fur- 
nished ;  and,  haviiig  lakcii  a  t  up  of  coffee,  I  lay  down  lu  uue  ot 
the  sailor's  berths,  not  to  sleep,  but  to  pray  and  meditate  during 
the  whole  night,  n  mi  to  plight  my  vows  afresh  faithfully  to  serve 
that  God  who  liad  so  mercifully  interposed  on  my  behalf  in  the 
hour  of  danger. 

We  landed  at  Port  of  Spain  the  following  day,  about  ten 
A.M.,  tolerably  well,  except  a  few  bruises,  and  tlie  fatigue  con- 
sequent on  our  exposure  and  exertion.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
describe  my  feelings  on  being  once  more  restored  to  my  family 
and  fiiends.  Mrs.  Moister  had  spent  an  anxious  night  of  watch- 
ing, every  moment  expecting  my  return ;  and  when  a  sailor 
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arrived  at  tlic  Mission-House,  brinjijinir  the  intt'lli.r(  iice  of  what 
had  occurred,  and  nupiesting  her  to  send  mc  a  suit  of  clothes  ou 
botrd  before  I  oould  land,  tbo  shock  wat  aUnost  too  mock  for 
tier;  bat  the  grace  of  God  ispported  her  on  that  at  on  other 
trying  occaiaoiii.  The  houe  was  mmh  lumuided  bj  ow  detr 
people^  who  came  to  offer  their  hearty  oongratuklioBft;  and  I 
was  ngarded  almost  aa  one  raised  from  the  dead. 

On  tlie  following  Sabbath  J  endea?oored  to  ittprovB  thin 
femarkable  providenee,  bj  preaching  to  a  crowded  asaemblj  of 
aeamen  and  otbenfrooi  Psalm  cL  1 :  "I  will  sing  of  mercy  and 
of  judgment,  nnto  Thee,  O  Lord,  wiU  I  sing.*'*  A  soImui 
in0nenoB  rested  upon  the  con<;regution,  and  I  sineereU  tmst  that 
some  laatiog  good  resulted  from  an  event  which  I  hope  nerer  to 
,  forget. 

"Oft  hath  the  tea  eoate'4  Thy  powv. 
And  givM  AM  baek  at  Thy  OMnnaaa. 

It  could  not,  Lord,  mj  ]ik  devour, 
Safe  ia  tha  hoUow  sC  Thy  haad." 

RETURN  TO  ENGLAND. 

In  the  year  1846, 1  had  two  very  aevcve  attacks  of  illneas ; 
one  of  which  waa  anpposcd  to  have  been  indoced  bv  the  ex- 
posnre  and  struggle  for  life,  on  the  oeeasion  of  tha  ahipwnek. 
from  which  I  was  so  mercifully  delifcred,  and  to  which  icfer- 
cnoe  has  been  already  made.  By  the  Messing  of  God  upon  the 
flBsans  emplo}  ed,  I  was  so  far  restoted  aa  to  be  aUe  to  attend 
to  my  ministerial  duties;  bnt  I  never  regained  ny  wonted  rigour. 
The  health  of  my  dear  wife  also  was  much  impaired ;  and  « 
ebangc  of  dimate  waa  eonsidefed  abaoiutcly  neeeeaary  for  na 
both.  We  therefore  prepred,  tomewliat  reluctantly,  to  leafu 
the  West  Indies  ;  and  embarked  for  Kii^laud  on  Fru:ay,  the 
16th  of  Jul V,  1847,  on  boani  tlio  •^liip  *' Baucalon  /'  cv.v.. 
iiiautlt.ll  by  Captain  Tweedy.  1  will  uot  attempt  to  diMrilx' 
the  piirlini;  M-cne.  It  »ur{ui&&cril  t-vi-ry  thing  ot'  ilif  kiiul  1  li.td 
befurt'  witucaaed.    The  school  children,  memU:f»  o(  ^ocirty^ 

*  This  4iieoar««  vat  tlUrwirdt  pablishcd;  and  John  M'Sviorr.  Ejq^ 
prnertlly  (iTcMatcd  \ht  entire  edition  to  the  Societjr.  the  nk  of  whu  h  rrftluad 

itiU,  in  Hid  of  our  Mi*iinn  Srhwd*.  T^p  lulntaoce  of  it  is  alto  Fwshi-^'p^  in 
a  Hrw«rd-B«M>k.  |iBhlubcd  at  the  \St»kju^  Cmimtmm  OAce,  eaUikdU 
*'DMthAv«fft«d.'' 
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and  hundreds  of  otbers,  followed  ns  to  the  benrh ;  and  we  had 
a  fepetition  of  that  which  is  so  tonchingljr  described  in  the 
twentieth  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  We  had 
litendly  to  tear  onrselm  away  firom  a  people  who  had  become 
endeared  to  our  hearts  by  the  kindness  and  affection  which  they 
had  manifested  towards  us  during  the  five  years  that  we  had 
laboured  among  them.* 

The  ship  in  which  we  sailed  had  come  Arom  India  with  Coolie 
emigrants,  and  was  a  commodious  vessel,  but  rather  leaky,  and 
required  juiMijjino^  every  two  hours.  Through  a  kiud  aud 
gracious  FrovidLin  however,  we  had  a  safe  and  pleasant 
passage.  When  we  IkkI  beeu  at  sea  just  six  weeks,  on  Friday, 
the  27lh  of  August,  we  once  mora  heard  the  cheering  sound  of 
"*  Land  a-head  !  "  On  looking  out,  we  could  faintly  distinguish 
the  chalky  clitfs  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  lu  the  afternoon,  a 
pilot  boat  came  alongside,  and,  having  arranged  to  go  on  shore, 
in  a  few  hours  we  landed  at  Brighton,  the  splendid  buildings  of 
which,  as  seen  from  a  distance,  burst  upon  us  like  a  dissolving 
yiew  in  the  phantasmagoria.  It  seemed  like  a  dream.  But  on 
setting  our  feet  once  more  upon  the  shores  of  our  dear  native 
land,  after  an  absence  of  nearly  fourteen  years,  and  feeling  that 
it  was.  indeed  a  reality,  a  gush  of  gratitude  to  God,  for  Hia 
preserving  goodness,  filled  and  ovetflowed  our  hearts^  and  we 
felt  constrained  to  consecrate  ourselves  afresh  to  His  service. 
We  proceeded  to  London  by  the  evening  train;  and  whilst 
the  novelty  of  raOway  travelting  was  amusing  some  of  our 
fellow-travellers,  who  had  never  seen  the  like  before,  my  mind 
was  absorbed  by  a  series  of  rcllections,  suggested  by  the  good- 
ness and  mercy  of  God  to  me  and  mine. 

"May  wc  in  lifv.  in  death, 

Hi»  stcadtast  truih  declare  ; 
And  pnblish,  with  onr  latent  breath, 
hit  love  aud  guardiuu  care." 

*  Giiciimitiiiwsi  pfercnt  my  recording  here  the  kind  address  of  the 

people,  and  an  account  of  the  elegant  tcstinioninl — a  compltte  dinner- 
Bcrvicc  of  siiprrnr  silver-plated  ware,  with  au  8i)propriatc  inscription— 
which  thiy  prcscutcU  to  us  on  onr  depiurtnre  from  the  island;  but  onr 
Trinidad  frietids  may  rest  assured  that  thej  arc  still  remembered  by  as  with 
feelings  of  sincere  aud  undying  alTcction. 
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The  finitt  and  dedgn  of  these  mistioiuiiy  memorials  do  nol 
admit  of  a  minute  discussion  of  the  "  West  Imiia  Question,"  in 
iia  a<?ricultural,  meresintile,  r<'lif^ious,  aiul  social  a^prc-t,^  ;  but, 
before  I  pass  on  to  the  next  tlepartu  -  ni  of  the  work,  I  mnv 
in  iki;  n  few  brief  observtitions,  which  vvhl  indicate  liio  views 
which  1  cntcrtnin  on  the  subject.  JSinr^  my  return  t>>  KngLind 
I  have  been  much  surpri>ed  nt  the  txiinpamtive  i^'Morancc  cf 
religious  people  on  \Vesl  India  matters.  I  have  somrlimei 
been  seriously  asked  wbetlier  the  Grionons  emnnripation  of  ibe 
ala?es  luis  not  proved  a  failure?  I  have  alinje  answrred,  meal 
emphatically,  "  No  and  I  liave  no  beuUtion  in  now  decUnng 
my  decided  convictioD,  after  a  peraonal  acquaintance  with  tlM 
measure  in  all  its  aUgee,  that  It  bas  proved  a  fnaarf  ineeeM^ 
despite  the  diffiadtiet  with  which  it  has  bec«  beset  Ui  oqr 
one  nake  a  tour  of  the  West  India  Isbndi  who  was  aeqiainled 
with  the  state  of  things  in  the  pahnj  days  of  sbfeij,  and  M«k 
the  pleasing  diangea  which  ha?o  taken  place  in  the  psieonal 
appcmanee  of  the  peasantiy,  in  their  cklhing,  houses^  funutnicb 
places  of  worship*  schools,  ke^  and  then  esj  whsther  fri 
pation  bas  not  been  made  a  ble^ing  to  the  people,  nolwith- 
stnndin^  the  hard  times,  small  wasfes,  and  other  difficulties  with 
which  they  have  fret|Ut:tilly  had  to  oouLeud  itiuce  tbey  were 
made  free, 

Bui  if  cnmncipntion  has  s^ibstantiiiUy  verifieti  liu  :,tjlici|vi- 
tion«  ot  tljf  frienils  ol"  fw^dnm,  liow  au  vv.  lo  ncnmi.t  lor  the 
commercial  and  Jigncuilural  depr»'j->ion — llie  "  .ibsotute  rum  " — 
which  has  overtaken  these  once*pro!»|icruus  colonies?  To  this 
question  I  answer,  that  this  onlcrf  about  *'  absolute  mm,"  icc.» 
most  be  received  with  caution;  and  when  properly  luiMliiwf. 
and  coneeted  bj  fiMts  and  fi{rures.  as  to  the  amount  of  exports 
and  inpoits  now,  as  oompared  with  the  eaaM  in  the  dsjya  of 
slafciy,  what  fcmaina  of  "  dspwssion  aaj  be  accenntsd  Ibr 
without  cnlling  in  question  the  wisdom  and  nghteensnnw  of 
emancipation.  Look  at  the  state  of  things  on  the  appwnA 
of  the  adfent  of  freedom,  UosI  of  tho  eataies  wctt  hmiQf 
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mortgaged,  and  a  hrgp  majority  of  ilie  planters  wera  on  the 
mge  of  insolveney,  in  eonaeqnenoe  of  tlie  gross  mismanage- 
ment of  tbeir  properties,  and  of  the  baneful  infloenoe  of 
slavery.  The  oompensation^money  floated  some  of  the  pro- 
prietors over  their  difficnlties,  whilst  others  became  still  more 
deeply  involTed  in  after  years,  not  in  oonseqnenoe  of  emancipa- 
tion, but  as  the  result  of  slavery.  Much  mi^ht  be  said  also  of 
the  hasty  and  unwise  legislation  of  the  imperial  Pailiainrnt  in 
equalixino:  the  sugar  duties,  and  admitting  to  the  J'ritish 
market  foreign  slave-grown  sugar  on  nearly  equal  terms  to  that 
produced  by  free  labour  in  nur  own  rolonifs.  Then  came  the 
desolating  cholera  ;  and,  in  somi:  of  the  colonies,  earthquakes 
and  hurricanes,  followed  by  successive  years  of  drought;  and 
the  American  war,  involving  expenses  aud  losses  quite  suflicicnt 
to  acoouut  for  the  difficulties  through  which  the  people  and 
their  employers  have  hnr]  to  pass,  without  blaming  emancipation. 

Bat  the  interests  of  religion  have  declined  of  late  years  in 
the  West  Indies.   Tme:  and  who  can  be  anrpriaed  at  this, 
that  has  carefully  considered  the  intimate  idntion  between 
temporal  and  spiritual  things^ — ^the  connexion  between  body 
and  soul,  time  and  eternity^  the  worid  whieh  now  is,  and  that 
whieh  is  to  comef  When,  in  some  places,  the  agricultural  and 
commercial  interests  of  the  country  recdfcd  a  check,  and  began 
to  dedine,  from  the  causes  abready  indicated,  employers  were 
nnable  to  pay  their  labourers  the  small  pittance  for  which  they 
had  engaged  to  work.    lu  some  instances  estates  were  thrown 
out  of  cultivation  altogether,  and  the  people  became  scattered 
in  various  directions  in  search  of  employment,  and  of  food  to 
eat,  for  themselves  and  tlieir  families.    Just  at  the  time  when 
the  people  were  most  destitute  of  the  means  of  support  through 
want  of  employraent,  and  the  loug  drought,  which  rendered 
their  provision-grounds  almost  useless,  many  of  the  necessaries 
of  life  arose  to  almost  fabulous  prices,  in  consequence  of  the 
Amerienn  war.  ^  Then  came  actual  want  and  starvation  to  many 
a  poor  black  man's  cottage,  and  an  amount  of  suffering,  the 
full  extent  of  which  will  nerer  be  known  in  this  world ;  for  the 
sable  children  of  Ham  are  not  a  complaining  people*  The 
public  and  private  means  of  grace  were  consequently  n^;Iected ; 
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nanny  who  were  weak  iu  failh  decliin-d  in  religious  experience, 
and  s,T!ik  under  the  accumulated  weight  of  their  sufferings,  or 
fell  into  temptntioD,  and  were  lost  to  the  church  and  to  the 
interests  of  religion,  just  as  professiiig  Christiaus  of  fairer 
complexion  have  done  in  oiher  Itnda,  in  tiiiMt  of  smie  tmL 
He&ee  the  reports  of  a  decrease  in  the  nombcr  of  chwdi  mm* 
bers,  and  of  diminished  financial  niounos. 

In  addition  to  these  legitiniate  canaes     the  teal  or  alkged 
dedeotion  of  religion  in  the  Weii  Indiei»  we  most  not  ahol  oar 
^es  to  the  fact  that  there  hat>  of  late  yean,  been  e  degree  «f 
eodedastteal  competitioii  unknoim  in  fonaer  timea.  In  the 
derk  and  gloomy  daya  of  Xcgro  alafeij,  the  Uiatlonariea  had 
the  rough  pioneer  work  of  dfilisiiig  and  erangelizing  the  peo> 
pie  pretty  much  to  themadres.   But  as  the  era  of  cmancipetiott 
approached,  the  times  changed,  the  work  became  more  easy  and 
respectable  in  ita  chamcter,  and  then  i.iine  an  ihiiuk  of  ciirical 
gentlemen,  claiming  to  be  in  t)ie  true  aj)ustoUcal  snm^saion,  an  J 
seeking  to  disparage  tiie  eiiaracter  and  labours  of  thf'  nohlc 
baiul  of  Missionaries  who  hati  l)onK'  the  burden  and  ln  .ii  of  the 
dav,  iiud  who,  in  many  instance?,  had  don*^  !^ie  real  :i|x)-Uihc.il 
work  of  &avin<r  souls  before  these  haughty  miruders  made  their 
appearance.    Friendly  as  1  am  to  the  National  Church  of  thin 
country,  and  to  every  truly  Christian  brotherhood,  1  am  pot  cue 
nf  those  who  entertain  the  opinion  that  the  place  of  the  Mia- 
aienanea  in  the  West  Indies  is  now  superseded  by  the  neww 
bom  Tigonr  of  the  Established  Choidi  of  Bogland  in  those 
islands;  or  that  the  Ifiasionariea  merely  linger  and  labonr 
in  the  arena  of  their  early  enftmga  and  happy  trinmpha, 
vithoni  being  stall  absolntdy  leqnired  on  their  respretiva  sta- 
tions.  I  beliete  that  the  nev^wn  vigoar  of  the  Established 
Chnroh*  in  many  parts  of  the  West  In£es,  is  as  nearir  rested 
to  Popenr  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  infidelity  on  the  other,  as  is 
the  same  ncw*bom  vigour  in  many  parts  of  En^rland ;  and 
that  iu  verv  existence  renders  the  Inboiirn  of  tlu-  Wcalrv^a 

•  •  • 

Missionaries  morf*  nere^>;try  tlmn  e\<  r  to  jirtM  rvr  ih«  ir /ar/jir- 

tmr  iMonsaitfi  f  r-r-  Ituuttyrtl  cmt  lu  ntti-ttri)  i  hureh  n  etiihiT^  from 
the  pfraifiou-  mtl if  pe»>  to  ulueh  tluv  nrr  tluri  ti\  lipot^?, 

as  wcU  as  to  make  trvsU  sggretsioos  on  the  sptntusl  tiarkncia 
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which  still  prevails  among  the  one  miUUm  of  people  which 
Inhabit  the  British  West  India  colonies. 

The  Ismentable  outbreak  which  has  recently  occurred  in  the 
island  of  Jamaica  cannot  fail  to  be  a  subject  of  painful  interest 
to  every  friend  of  freedom  ;  and  it  is  matter  of  sincere  resrret 
that  any  one  should  be  found  so  ip^orant,  or  so  kicked,  as  to 
make  this  llie  occasion  of  an  attack  upon  the  whole  \egro 
race,  or  to  attempt  to  draw  inferences  therefrom  disparati^inf^  to 
the  philanthroj)ic  eflforts  which  have  been  put  forth  for  so  many 
years  to  raise  them  from  their  former  state  of  moral  degradation. 
Some  writers  and  speakers  on  the  subject  seem  to  have  lost 
sight  of  the  fact  that  a  very  small  number,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, vrere  implicated  in  the  horrid  atrocities  which  were  com-> 
mitted  by  the  infuriated  mob  after  they  had  been  fired  upon 
from  the  Conrt-House,  at  Morant  Bay,  or  were  in  any  way  con- 
cerned in  the  revolt.  Neither  has  due  credit  been  generally 
given  to  the  large  majority  of  the  Negro  population,  in  the  dl^ 
trict  where  the  disaffection  was  most  rife,  for  the  noble  spirit  of 
loyalty  which  they  displayed  towards  the  Government  of  Qneen 
Victoria,  at  the  veiy  time  that  Her  Majesty 's  representative  and 
naval  and  military  officers  were  adopting  such  extreme  and 
doubtful  measures  to  avenge  themselves  on  their  unhappy  fellow- 
countrymen.  Having  spent  the  best  portion  of  my  life  among 
the  sable  hoiis  oi  lluui,  and  had  ample  opportunities  of  making 
myself  acquainted  with  the  Nep^ro  character,  both  at  their  own 
home  in  Africa,  and  in  the  lands  of  their  exile,  I  am  free  to  bear 
my  humble  trstiraony  to  tlicir  many  excellencies, — to  their 
devoted  atlection  for  those  who  treat  them  kindly, — and  especi- 
ally to  their  constant  and  uuwavennj^  loyalty  to  the  British 
Government.  At  the  same  time,  black  men,  even  when  religious 
and  loyal,  are  but  men ;  and  if  citizens  of  fairer  complexion, 
and  with  superior  privileges,  in  other  lands,  have  been  goaded 
to  revolt  by  oppression  and  misgovemment,  why  should  we 
hastily  condemn  a  whole  race  of  people  for  real  or  alleged  crimes 
committed  by  a  few  of  their  number,  and  that  in  the  absence 
of  fads  which  may  yet  be  brought  to  light  in  their  favour  f 
Bather  let  us  be  thankful  for  the  prompt  and  fearless  action  taken 
by  the  imperial  authorities  to  insuie  a  full  and  impartial  investi- 
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gation  into  the  whole  of  the  circumstauns  connected  uilli 
eveut  which  we  deplore  ;  and  especiallv  for  the  influence  ot  that 
Chriftian  instructioa  «hidi»  no  doubt,  kepi  the  mass  of  the 
peoj^e  ID  peace  and  quietness,  when  they  might  wiibout  it  ha? e 
been  gptMi  to  desperatioa  by  prooMiU^gs  of  a  very  doubtful 
ebinctor; — ^whilst*  at  the  itme  time,  we  mbakj  bope  for  belter 
day** 

The  dark  ekntd  which  now  hoteii  ofer  the  lanny  iaiet  of  th* 
weei  will  not  always  ooatiniie.  The  light  of  proeperily'^ 
agricultunl,  oonuDeicial,  and  idigioua— will  agm  thine  npoa 
Ihoee  interesting  ooknies.  Bat  the  necessary  means  mast  bn 

employed  to  bring  abont  the  desired  change.  Let  philanthropie 

capitalists  venture  to  invest  a  few  hundred  thousands  of  pounds 
of  their  spare  cash  in  buyinar  up  abamloncd  Cstalcs  in  Jiiiu:iua, 
and  some  other  island^,  to  i;ivc  the  luiemployed  labourcri  work 
to  do.  Thty  arc  not  an  indolt  nt  people.  Quashy  will,  nt  any 
time,  do  a  fair  dny's  uork  for  a  fair  day's  w.v^v  ;  ,iud  the  t'\|K'ri- 
mcut  would  uiuloui)ti  (lly  pay  well.  Let  the  \N  c<*leyan  Missiouanr 
Committee  ^ctuI  out  a  \vrH-<«flrctc(l  depulation  to  even  sta- 
tion, converse  with  every  Missionary  and  i  cacber,  coUecl  mfor-> 
mation  in  referenoe  to  erciy  chapel,  school,  and  Circuit, — soctal» 
financial,  aud  leligions, — and  report  figures,  facts,  and  opmioas 
for  their  liiture  gnidance.  Let  British  Chri>iiaiis  kindi^  coottnnn 
their sappoii  to  our  West  India  MissioBsalitUebuger ;  not  for- 
getting that  these  have  been  the  moat  socesaafnl  and  fraitAd 
ICwiflns  that  were  ew  established  in  any  eoimtty  since  the  d^f» 
ef  the  Apostles.  Let  nol  the  woik  be  crippled,  and  the  spirit* 
of  the  Missiottsries  crushed,  by  financial  letvenchaenl,  at  tbs 
wy  time  when  they  most  urgently  need  the  sympathy  and 
prayeit  of  Qod*s  people.  Let  all  the  friends  of  MisHoos  be 
more  earnest  in  prayer  for  the  raising  up  of  native  labourers^ 
the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  comini;  of  Christ's 
kiiigdom,  ill  ihi^  interestini,'  portion  of  the  Miwinn  t-.-  lJ,  nnd 
thcT  will  s^  i!inl  tlnir  l;ilH>ur'<  arc  not  in  vain  in  the  Lon!.  Ihc 
temporal  and  ^jnritual  intercuts  of  thise  lo\el\  islamis  wiil  n^Mitt 

TDfircj  and  the    desert  ahoii  rqjoioe,  and  blossom  ss  the  rose.** 
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CHAPTER  I. 

XOPOCiEAPHlCAL  SUilVEi. 

SouraiBV  Atrica  at  a  Coantry--BoimdiiMi'>-So6iierf-^lfoiiiitaiu~ 
Bimi—Lalwi— Dcattto—Rittila  PtoJurtioM— NttwnJ  Hialoiy— 
GKmate— Native  Tewitorica  Oimpolaad — Damaralairf— Hainaq— » 
land — Bashmanlaad — ZululanJ — Basululand — Griqoalaad — ^Transvaal 
B^ublic — Orange  Free  State — KaflElrland— Natal — Briiiih  Kaffraria 
— Cape  Colony — Eastern  Province — Western  Fxomoe— £lecb»al 
DiTiaious — Town« — Villages — Uamleta* 

Having  recruited  his  health  by  a  residence  in  his  native  land 
for  a  period  of  nearly  three  years,  the  writer  was  requested  by 
the  Committee  of  tlie  AVesleyan  Missionary  Society  to  undertake 
a  Mission  to  Southern  Afriai ;  aud  at  the  Conference  of  1850  he 
leceived  an  appointment  as  the  "  General  Snperintendent  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  Diatrici."  It  was  not  an  easy  task  to 
rdinquish  at  once,  and  perhaps  for  ever,  all  the  comforts  and 
associations  of  a  respectable  Engliah  Gircuit ;  bat  tlie  claims  of 
the  Church  were  regarded  as  paramount  to  mrj  other  oon* 
iideiation,  and  the  sacrifice  was  oheerfnlly  made  In  the  stiengtii 
of  Divine  grace.  Before  proceeding  to  give  the  result  of  hie 
own  experience  and  observatiooa,  during  a  residence  of  nearlj 
ten  yesrs  in  the  Cape  Colony,  it  appears  to  the  author  desirable 
to  present  the  reader  with  a  brief  account  of  the  general  aspeel 
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of  the  country,  tlie  rliamcter  of  thf  native  trills  oiui  Europeaa 
colonists,  and  tlie  means  wiiich  h:nl  {>r(  viou?ily  l)ccu  emplojfed 
to  j)rom()tr  their  social  and  religious  iin])rovcincnt . 

Soutlicrn  Africn  may  be*  snid  to  roinprise  tliat  portion  of  the 
prcat  roiilincnt  which  lies  to  the  south  of  the  Equator,  it  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  th^  Indian  Ocean,  on  the  west  by  the 
Atlantic,  on  the  north  by  the  Unexplored  regions  of  the  iotorior, 
and  on  the  south  by  the  stormy  waters  of  the  ocean  which  watim 
4he  immediate  shon  s  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

In  a  oonntry  of  such  vast  extent,  being  noarly  two  thouaaiid 
miles  in  length,  and  about  the  same  in  breadth,  we  are  boI 
•ttiprised  to  find  great  difersiij  of  sceneiy.  soil,  and  dimaia. 
There  are  some  striking  feattirea,  howefer,  which  apply  fR^J 
generally  to  the  whole  of  this  extensive  and  interesting  pottioa 
of  the  ^obe.  Wherever  we  travel  in  Soatbem  Africa,  wa 
behold  eveiy  thing  on  a  grand  and  gigantic  scale.  There  ia 
nothing  little  or  inni^ificant  in  the  topography  of  this  camlTy, 
Every  scene  in  nature  corresponds  with  the  magnitude  of  tho 
vast  coiJiin<i)t  uu  which  it  h  louud.  ilic  iiiouutains  geucndly 
rist'to  n  lii'^li  altitwdf,  aiul  ir<'(|>iently  stretch  away  m  aji^i.tniuly 
intcrriiiiiablc  chains,  ns  t',:i-  as  the  eye  ran  Riicii,  nL  ihc  v  aru 
lobt  in  thf*  dim  di  tancc,  lioni  >vhii-h  th-  y  ajr^in  ciiu  i^c  lo  ihc 
Tiew  oi"  llic  ttUuiiiini;  traveller,  as  hr  pur>iic?  iii-  J^lu^»«•y.  The 
valleys,  the  rivers,  the  lakes,  and  the  cxte&&ivc  (kscOSa  ore 
equally  imposing  in  their  genemi  aspect. 

The  principal  mountains  of  ^Southern  Africa  with  which  we 
have  any  definite  knowlrilirr,  na*  the  Omatako,  kharaiesUfj^ 
Soeeuwkop,  Piketberg,  Table  Mountain,  Langherg,  Winttrbcr^ 
Amatok,  sstrowbeig,  Cockacomb,  Compasaberg,  and  the 
beng.  Some  of  these  elevated  peaks  belong  to  moniitaui  nagoi 
which  nm  nearly  parallel  with  the  coast  on  both  tides  of  lha 
oontinent ;  and  th^are  backed  by  othera  of  siiU  greater  altitndtb 
ooneeming  which  little  is  known,  as  they  stretch  fiur  away  into 
the  ttiiexpiored  interior,  and  unite  to  form  what  Is  technieaUy 
mlJed  by  geologisU  the  "  backbone  "  of  Africa,  or  the  grand 
"  waterUicd  from  which  most  of  the  liven  vt*iiil  thcif  wdy  to 
the  mighty  ocean. 

The  chief  rivt:r«  are  the  Swakop,  Orange,  liuiieia,  UU* 
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fant*8.  Berg,  and  the  Zout,  which  ran  into  the  AtUintic ;  aud  the 
Breede,  Kiiysim,  Ganiits,  GamtoOB,  Sunday's,  Buffido,  Kowie, 
Great  Fish,  Kciskamma,  Great  Kei,  Bashee,  Umtata,  Umzim- 
▼ooboOf  Togeb,  and  tlie  Zambeii,  which  flow  into  tho  Indian 
Ocean.  With  the  exoq^tion  of  the  Zamheci  and  the  Bieede» 
none  of  these  meia  are  avaUable  for  inhnd  nav^tion.  It  la 
true  that  vessels  may  And  a  safe  and  commodious  harbour  in 
the  month  of  the  Knysna,  in  the  district  of  George ;  but,  so  far 
as  it  is  navigable,  this  may  be  regarded  as  a  lagoon  rather  than 
as  a  river.  When  the  harbour  works  are  completed  which  are 
now  in  progress  at  the  mouths  of  the  Kowic  and  the  Buffalo,  it 
ib  hoped  that  vessels  of  small  burden  will  be  ablo  to  ascend  a 
considerable  distance  up  these  rivers  ;  but  at  present,  like  most 
others,  they  are  nearly  blocked  u]j  with  iuiuiense  sand-bars, 
which  stretch  across  tlieir  innnths,  and  upon  which  the  waves 
cf  the  sea  break  with  violence.    Indeed,  most  of  the 

rivers  of  South  Africa  are  only  periodically  supplied  with  water 
of  any  considerable  depth.  But  after  the  fall^of  heavy  rains  in 
the  interior,  they  frequently  swell  to  an  alarming  extent^  and 
sweep  away  all  before  them.  Then  travellers  may  be  seen  with 
their  waggons  and  carta,  waiting  on  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  day 
after  day,  till  the  waters  subside,  before  they  can  ford  tho 
stream,  bridges  being  almost  unknown  in  the  interior. 

The  only  great  lakes  which  have  as  yet  been  discovered,  aio 
Xjake  N'Gami,  explored  in  1846  by  Mr.  OsweU  and  Dr* 
Livingstone;  the  Lake  Nyassa,  first  visited  by  the  last  named 
enterprising  traveller  in  1861 ;  and  the  Lake  Sherwa,  described 
in  the  narrative  of  D.  and  C.  Livingstone.  The  Nyassa  is,  in 
fact,  more  like  an  iulatil  than  a  lake,  being  supposed  to  be 
upwards  of  two  huuthed  miles  in  circumference,  and  remains 
yet  to  be  explored.  There  are  many  other  extensive  sheets  of 
water  to  be  seen  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  especially  after 
heavy  rains  have  fallen  ;  but  tlu'se  «]^eneially  drv  up  in  the 
summer  season  ;  and  from  the  saline  character  of  the  sod,  the  I 
ground  is  frequently  encrusted  with  a  coat  of  salt,  wliich  the 
natives  collect,  and  tarn  to  good  accoaot  aa  an  article  of  com^ 
meroe. 

Extensive  tracts  of  cmmtiy  in  various  parte  of  South  Africa 
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frequently  present  the  appearance  of  sterile  wastes.  Thi?  i» 
more  especially  the  case  after  lon^  ptrioils  of  dri>ught,  when 
erery  thing  is  burnt  brnu  u  with  the  fier\'  rays  of  the  sun,  iind 
scarcely  a  blade  of  green  ^ra^s  is  to  lie  -n  n  tor  ^core-^  i  f  miles. 
The  fare  of  nature  i]i  tlu  same  I'u  alitii  wt  ar->  a  very  dilft?reiit 
aspect.  liDWPVpr,  when  rifnshing  rains  have  fallen.  Then 
regelation  is  remarkably  rapid  in  ita  growth,  and  in  the  course 
of  a  ftw  days  the  whole  landscape  waan  a  most  cheering  aipeel* 
In  tka  ]»laoe  of  dreary  desert  wilds  w«  bow  behold  smOing  giM 
pastures,  stndded  with  baantifal  flowers  of  almost  ervry  hue, 
tad  all  enalioii  aeema  to  iqoiee  in  the  delightfal  change.  Thia 
cinaiiatnaa  vmf  went  to  •eeonnt  for  tha  ooaiieting  daierip* 
fiona  gifen  bj  fliflereni  tnfdkia  of  the  aaiM  eoiiiitri8a»  mko 
hafo  paaied  throogli  tlm  at  oppoiita  wttmot  of  th«  yaar« 

Thao  an  vaat  regiont  of  tho  oontinaiit,  liow«far,  to  whkk 
tfco  MiDe  of  doMrla  will  ttrietly  apply»  the  foea  of  tha  whole 
ooontiy  piaaanting  the  appaamea  of  volhing  but  nigged  locfca 
and  thUKog  sandy  plains,  and  where  gloomy  nature  never  smiles. 
In  passing  across  these  dreary  wasten.  the  way-worn  traveller 
may  proceed  on  his  journey  tiny  after  d  i  v  \vithout  meeting  with 
a  drop  of  water  to  refresh  himself  or  his  wi-ary  cattle,  and  many 
have  perished  in  the  wilderness  before  rcli"f  could  be  nbt.iineJ. 
To  these  barren  tracts  of  country  the  natives  h.ne  'f,Mven  the 
name  of  karroos,  which  si:,'nities  "  dryness/*    The  most  cxtensiTC 
of  these  is  the  KaUMari,  or  Great  Desert,  north  of  the  Orange 
Biver,  extending  nearly  one  thousand  miles  in  length,  and 
abont  three  hundred  in  breadth,  between  Great  Namaqualand 
and  the  Bediuana  rmmtr}-.    Nrnrly  the  whole  weat  ooart  of 
KamaquahMid,  inm  BuM'a  Biter  to  Walvioh  fiay»  iMy  «lao  bo 
ealled  deaertt  aa  it  oooaiata  of  t  moctiaioo  of  dnaiy  laiid-hilla 
and  banon  waitea,  to  a  diilaaeB  of  from  thirty  to  forty  milea 
from  tha  taaahoto.  ThefQ  an^  Boraofor,  aovonl  anallcr  tiaeta 
of  emtiy  of  a  aiaular  ebmotar  witbia  the  boondariea  of  the 
Gape  Gotoogr.whieh  aiofwylhioly  inhebtled.  ui  ootteeqoeooe 
•f  the  aterite  ehanelar  of  the  groood  and  aeairity  of  water. 
One  of  then  ie  Pfoawd  by  tha  ama  road  leii<Iing  from  C»pa 
Town  to  Beaufort  Weat,  and  is  called »  by  way  of  distincuou, 
the  Kjintx).'^ 
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In  one  vaapeet  tho  topograpliy  of  Soittliem  Afiriea  diftn 
tDaterially  from  that  of  Weiteni  Africa.  Tho  lattar  ooontiy  it 
feroarkable  for  tho  oiteiinf e  and  piimoral  fdresta  whieh  are 
fbimd  aldrting  tho  margins  of  tho  nnmeroua  mcfSi  and  orowning 
Ifao  topa  of  tho  highest  mountains;  but  in  the  former  wo  may 
travel  for  days  and  weeks  In  suoeeision  without  ever  seeing  m 
tree  larger  than  a  mere  bosh,  unless  wo  meet  with  a  few  stngu 
gling  camel-thorns,  or  willows,  scattered  along  the  beds  of 
periodical  rivers.  TLcre  arc  exceptions,  however,  to  this  jjccu- 
liai  It  ature  in  the  general  aspect  of  the  country.  In  some  parts 
of  Kaliiaria,  Natal,  the  district  of  George,  and  other  iocaiitiea, 
forests  of  considerable  extent  are  to  be  found,  wliich  afford  an 
ample  supply  of  fuel,  as  well  as  timber  for  buiidiug  and  other 
purposes. 

Oil  viewing  the  wild,  romantic,  and  generally  sterile  character 
of  tho  scenery,  we  must  not  conolndo  that  the  whole  country  is 
a  barren  wildernees.  With  the  exception  of  the  actual  deserts 
just  alluded  to^  the  most  unfavourahlo  districts  are  available  for 
tho  grszing  and  rearing  of  cattle,  provided  thej  have  a  wide 
range  of  pasture;  and  on  the  aouth-esstem  coast  theioaie  bibj 
Jaige  shMp*iSEurms,  wheio  tens  of  thouaanda  of  aheep  may  bo 
aeon  in  a  thrinng  condition.  In  the  Yalleys»  and  on  the 
estenaivo  plains  between  the  mountains,  the  soil  is  fiequent^ 
rieh  and  fertile,  and  well  adi^ted  for  the  growth  of  all  kinda  it 
Iprain  and  other  ▼aluable  produce.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
colonial  towna  and  villagea  may  bo  aeen  fruitful  Yineyard^, 
orchards,  and  gardens,  which  would  bear  a  comparison  witb 
those  of  any  country  in  Kuropc.  The  greatest  drawback  to  the 
buccessfiil  prosecution  of  agricultural  labours  liie  scarcity  of 
water,  the  irregularity  of  the  seasons,  and  the  long-continued 
droughts,  which  are  occasionally  experienced,  especiaily  in  the 
more  interior  districts  of  the  country.  Thisc  difficulties,  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  will  be  in  a  measure  overcome,  m  the  course  of  time, 
by  the  formation  of  tanks,  and  by  the  various  means  of  irrigation 
which  have  been  found  so  useful  in  India  and  other  countries 
suliject  to  drought.  By  the  adoption  of  these  and  other 
improvements,  the  capabilities  of  the  soil  will  be  more  fully 
^elqped,and  tho  oountiyat  luge  will  present  stronger  daimi 
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to  the  attention  of  those  who  find  it  neoetsary  to  wek  a  honft 
iot  tlieiiiaelves  and  their  families  in  foreign  lands. 

Already  the  natural  and  mercantile  piodnctions  of  Sonthem 
iiriGa  are  eoneiderable.  The  Cape  Colon j  prodnees  eonit  wool, 
wine,  aloet,  dried  froit»  hides,  iMnns,  skins,  and  tallow.  From 
Kamaqnahnd,  and  other  parts  of  the  interior,  are  bronght  Urge 
qinantities  of  cattle,  copper  on,  irory,  ostrich  featheit,  and  the 
skins  of  Tarious  kinds  of  wild  animals,  tanned  and  prepared  for 
the  market  with  considerable  skill  by  the  natives.  And  in 
NaUl  a  promising  comracncein<'nt  h.is  hvvn  nmdc  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  sugar,  coffee,  nrrowroot,  indigo,  and  hemp.  Whilst 
these  and  otlicr  cnrninoditics  have  hi»roinc  stnplc  .irtii'lcs  yf 
export,  buttfr,  !>nni(ly,  and  tobnrco  nrc  innmifju'tured  iu  krgc 
quantities  for  home  roiisimiption.  \  < -^ctaMi  s  n*  d  fnnt  art* 
fonnd  in  great  variety  at  the  Cape ;  and  they  might  be  cheap 
and  plentiful  if  more  attention  were  paid  to  their  cultivation. 
We  have  potatoes,  cabbages,  tnmips,  carrots,  peas,  beans, 
kanalkoes,  and  the  sqnash ;  also  oranges,  apples,  pears,  peachei^ 
kNpiats,  pineapples,  pomegranatee,  and  the  quinee,  with  other 
tegetables  and  Aruts  of  minor  conseqnencaw 

,  The  whole  oonntiy  offers  a  fine  fieU  for  the  leseaidice  of  tha 
nafcuaiisl;  and,  although  the  phn  of  this  wotfc  does  not  admil 

hafo  been  or  might  be  proeeeated  et  the  Cape»  we  m:\\  i>rit  rly 
note  a  inr  particolark  In  the  department  of  geology,  tho 
etnpendous  rocky  monntstnt  of  graotte  and  other  fonostiom 
demand  more  attention  than  they  have  hitherto  received,  not- 
with8tandin<:  tlio  ])nii!k  v%orihy  rfscarchei  of  Mr.  Bains  and 
others,  nho  have  done  something  in  this  lino  of  simlv  ;  :i  id  tho 
numerons  iiiUitalions  of  copptr,  iron,  :ind  othrr  UKt«iI»,  which 
appear  in  various  pnrt^  of  the  countr)-,  are  devrrin?  f»f  full 
invest i^rnt ion.  Thr  botany  of  the  Cajvc  lins  lit.<  :^  riirciiuly 
sttidit'd  by  thr  latr  l>r.  I'appt^  who  hm  embodied  the  n.-5ult  of 
his  re^tnrchcs  in  an  interesting  work  entitled  "  ^/ra  CdpfntU,** 
to  which  we  refer  the  read^  for  fuU  information  on  this  depari- 
ttent  of  science.  In  toology  mneh  remains  to  be  done,  noU 
wilhstandiag  the  explontioQa  and  exploits  of  Mr.  Gordon 
Ouuninf  tad  other  Kinnodi*    Uuj  of  the  wild  animal^ 
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onee  so  nnmenmi  in  tlie  Gape  Cobny,  have  been  exteminated 
or  driven  back  before  tbe  oniraid  nardi  of  civilization.  The 
lioD,  elephant,  camelopard,  rhinoceros,  eland,  and ,  other  hrg^ 
animids,  are  found  only  in  the  remote  interior ;  but  the  tiger, 
wolf,  jackal,  baboon,  and  other  troublesome  creatures,  are 
frequently  found  sufficiently  near  to  annoy  the  colonial  farmer. 
Various  kinds  of  deer,  differing  in  size  from  the  i^ignntic  qungga 
to  the  delicate  antelope,  are  frequently  met  wall.  The  ostrich 
is  verj'  rommon  in  the  deserts ;  and  smaller  birds  are  to  be  seen 
in  a:reat  varic  ty,  from  the  majestic  eagle  to  the  beautiful  little 
hummini;-bir(l. 

The  climate  of  those  parts  of  Africa  which  lie  south  of  the 
Tropic  of  Cnpricorn  is  generally  healthy :  but  the  regions 
beyond  are  not  so.  in  the  valley  of  the  Zambezi,  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Mozambique  and  Pelago  Bay,  and,  indeed,  in  all 
the  countries  parallel  with  these,  ibvers,  dysentery,  and  other 
diseases  incident  to  the  tropics,  are  prevalent. '  And  when  we 
apeak  of  the  elimate  of  the  Cape  as  generally  healthy,  we  do  not 
intend  to  convey  the  idea  that  tbe  place  is  a  perfect  paradise ; 
bnt  merely  that  it  is  superior  to  many  other  foreign  countries. 
There  are  many  drawbacks  to  health  and  comfort  even  in  the 
most  highly  favoured  parts  of  South  Africa.  The  heat  of 
snmmer  is  frequently  oppressive,  and  tbe  storms  of  winter  are 
often  violent  and  destructive.  We  have  seen  half  a  dozen 
spier,  lid  vessels  driven  on  shore  in  Table  ]?ay,  in  the  course  of 
a  few  iiours,  hy .  the  violence  of  the  gale  from  the  north-west. 
The  south-east  winds,  which  prevail  iu  the  summer  season,  have 
no  doubt  a  beneficial  influence  oa  the  country,  in  a  sanitfiry 
point  of  view  ;  hut  they  are,  neverthele?-,  a  source  of  great 
inoonvenienee  and  discomfort  to  the  inhabitants.  8nch  is  the 
fury  with  which  they  sometimes  blow,  that  travelling  becomes 
not  only  difhcult,  but  sometimes  dangerous.  Carriages  are 
occasionally  upset  ou  the  roads,  communication  with  the  ship* 
ping  in  the  bay  is  interrupted, and  dense  clouds  of  dust  are  whirled 
about  in  every  direction,  the  red  particles  of  which  find  their 
way  into  every  house,  and  into  every  erevice  and  comer. 

The  commencement  of  a  violent  "south-easter'*  isaccom* 
panied  by  a  singular  phenomenon.  A  large  white  dond  gathen 
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Hound  the  top  of  Table  Mountain.  This  it  known  hy  the 
people  the  *'table-eloth ;"  and  when  it  spreads  itsnmple 
IbldSt  wrj  one  looks  oni  for  Uio  eoming  gale»  which  never  lidn 
to  set  in  from  the  sooth-eaat.  This  unpieasent  wind  someliiMi 
continnes  to  blow  for  n  week  or  ten  dejs  withoot  intennissiOB; 
and  dnring  the  whole  time  the  white  dond  may  be  seen  hov«l^ 
ing  ronnd  the  top  of  the  mountain. 

Froel  and  snow  are  nearly  nnknown  at  the  Cape.  It  is  only 
on  the  high  lands  of  the  interior  that  the  ground  occasionaUT 
bccoinos  covered  wiiU  a  wLue  carpet  in  the  coldi  st  months  of 
winter  ,  aad  even  then  it  soon  disappears  On  the  tops  of  the 
ID itu  11  tains  the  snow  sometimes  n  luaias  a  Utile  longer  *.  but  it  is 
suoa  tlisaipatcd  by  the  powerful  rjiys  of  the  sun,  and  the  cold  is 
never  very  intense  or  of  lon;^  duration.  There  nre.  lionrcTcr, 
fre(|uetii  and  sucideu  changes  in  the  temperatun;  of  the  aimo* 
sphere,  to  which  may  be  attributed  the  numeroua  ailments  of  a 
rheumatic  type  which  are  so  prefalent  among  all  daasea  of 
people.  Cases  of  pulmonary  consumption  are  Yerr  rare,  and 
the  climate  has  been  found  favourable  to  persons  of  u  eak  cheata^ 
when  thcj  hate  availed  tbemaelvea  of  it  before  the  fatal  dtsoM 
had  beoome  aetnally  derdoped. 

In  order  to  havo  a  oonoet  view  of  doathetn  Afiion  m  n 
eountiy»  we  mnat  regard  it  not  meraly  in  its  general  onHiM^ 
topographical  aapeety  aoO,  and  climate^  bat  aiao  in  ila  intenal 
dinsions. 

In  addition  to  the  eacten^fe  territories  oeenpied  by  the 
apective  native  tribes,  the  country  is  divided  into  five  grand 
oompartments  under  separate  governments ;  namely,  the  Cape 

Coluuv.  British  KaflTraria.  the  Colonv  of  NntaK  the  i-)r.inire  Free 
State,  and  the  Transvaal  Hupublic.  Lavh  ui  tbeie  we  shall 
COdeavour  briefly  to  (h'H'nbe. 

1  he  rririon''  o^vupicd  by  native  tribo,  uhich  h.ivc  of  late 
years  bi-cn  l>rou^ht.  more  or  U'ss,  into  (■^)iitart  w  iihthr  Kun.i{K:'aii 
settlers,  are  Ovanipokiud,  DamaraUnd,  Namaquaiund,  lni»h-' 
manland,  ZuluUm),  Basutuland,  Griqiialand,  and  iLsffiriand. 
^These  vast  Isnilones  are  inhabitod  by  nomailie  races  of  peop^ 
^"'d^fe^  u  jel»  made  bnt  litHs  progifea  in  civilisaitkm,  nnleu 
^^•n  eieeptioo  in  bvoor  of  thoee  who  havo  ptoited 
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most  by  the  labours  and  example  of  the  Missionaries  who  have 
beeu  stationed  among  them.  On  these  regions  we  may  offer  a 
few  paflttDg  remarks,  before  we  come  to  speak  of  the  countries 
which  are  occupied  by  European  settlers  or  their  descendants. 

Ovampolaad  consists  of  a  belt  of  sandy  count  n'  which  lies 
l)eiween  the  west  msi  and  the  high  inhabited  table  iands  of  the 
Ulterior  to  the  eastward*  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
Cnanene  river,  which  sepsraftes  it  from  the  Portuguese  territoty 
<d  Bengneb,  and  on  the  south  by  Damarahindt  from  which  it  is 
only  diTided  by  a  broad  thicket  of  acacias  and  camd-thoms. 
It  was  first  visited  by  Messrs.  Galton  and  Anderson  in  1850. 

Damaraland  is  situated  between  Walvich  Bsy,  from  which 
it  is  easily  accessible,  and  Lake  'Ngami  in-  the  interior.  The 
country  consists  of  sandy  plains,  fertile  valleys,  and  towering 
mountains,  some  of  whicli  rise  tu  altitude  of  aix  thousand 
fecL  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  It  was  first  visited  by  Sir  J. 
Alexander,  in  1838 ;  nnd  from  this  point  the  entire  continent 
was  crossed  from  east  to  \\ci,i  by  Messrs.  Chapman  and  Edwards, 
in  1S51-4,  several  years  before  the  celebrated  Dr.  Livingstone 
p  i  lormed  the  wonderful  feat  of  crossing  it,  much  higher  up, 
from  the  Zambezi  to  St.  Paul  de  Loanda. 

Namaqualand  is  situated  to  the  southward  of  the  above. 
Little  ^Namaqualand,  which  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
Orange  Eiver,  has  for  many  years  been  included  in  the  Cape 
colony ;  but  Great  Namaqualand,  which  extends  from  the  Onuige 
Biver  to  Damaraland,  and  from  the  weet  coast  far  away  into  the 
interior,  is  still  numbered  among  the  native  territories.  It  con- 
sists chiefly  of  extensive  tracts  of  sandy,  rocky,  barren,  desert 
land,  where  cultivation  is  entirely  out  of  the  question,  except  in 
a  very  few  isolated  spots  in  the  beds  and  on  the  islands  of  peri- 
odical rivers,  and  whenPthe  inhabitants  obtain  a  miserable  sub- 
sistence chidfly  from  the  milk  of  their  flocks. 

Bushmanland  is  the  name  given  to  a  tract  of  country 
situated  on  the  bouLh-east  of  Little  Nama  jualand.  It  is  gene- 
rally destitute  of  inhabitants,  except  a  icv  uandering  Bushmen, 
the  miserable  renuiants  of  a  ouce  numerous  tribe  of  aborigines. 
After  favourable  lai^^,  the  ground  produces  grass;  which  grows 
in  large  tufts   and  the  country  is  resorted  to  by  the  ^amaquas 
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aini  the  Dutch  Boors  with  their  i1ockS|  for  tUe  aake  of  th&  excei* 
lent  pasturage  which  it  then  affords. 

Zalulnnil.  This  is  the  name  ^nerally  gifen  to  the  extensire 
Tegkm  which  liea  between  the  British  colony  of  Natal  and  th* 
Portognete  aettlemenU  in  the  neif^hbourhood  of  Delagoa  Baj, 
and  oonoeming  the  mtorior  of  which  liule  it  yet  is  known.  It 
it  to  the  northern  portion  of  thit  eountiy  that  Bithop  Toatr 
and  hit  party  of  the  Chnreh  of  Bngland  llianon  piopote  to 
defote  their  labonn,  tinee  their  failnre  on  the  hanka  of  the 
Zamhesi ;  to  that  we  mny  perhaps  bear  tomething  mom  of  it  ia 
time  to  cone. 

Batutuland  is  a  eomparatiTelT  tmall  apeek  of  eonntry,  wiih 

nn  area  of  alK)ut  fifteen  thousand  square  miles,  hemmed  in  by 
the  snrroiiiKiiuL;  hiuh  of  the  Oranee  Free  Stale.  Nat  i!.  and 
KaffiHand  I'lopor.  It  a  rookv  mountaino;!s  reijiou,  in  uhteh 
the  head  \vnt«-rs  ri^^  that  Umn  ihe  ("ahvlou,  Van),  and  Oranijer 
rivers.  Tn  some  of  llie  valleys  are  foinul  Innre  tr^T^t*  of  irood 
land  ill  a  5<tatr  of  j^nrlial  rultivatioti  ;  nnti  from  tlu-  stronily 
ronrVod  and  iKculinr  natural  l)ouTulari(^s  by  which  the  couutrv 
is  almost  environed,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  mny  br  pri^nred 
from  the  aggression  which  has  too  frequently  attended  Kuropeaii 
edionttation.  The  natire  iuliaMtants,  under  the  jodieiottt  role 
of  the  powerful  paramount  Chief  Moshesh,  have  aMMle  eontidcr^ 
able  progrttt  in  ciTiHaation ;  and,  with  the  cootinoanea  of  penet 
and  tin  ilrieodly  aid  of  the  Cape  Cokmj,  they  piomite  to  pretent 
alh?oniable  tpfdmen  oftnative  government.^ 

Oriqnaland.  or  the  territory  inhabited  by  n  mited  race  of 
Hottentot  and  £nropean  blood,  ttietcbet  ak>ng  the  northcta 
bank  of  the  Orange  Biver,  and  aionnd  itt  junction  with  the 
Vaal,  and  thut  to  a  cootiderable  extent  aaparatea  the  Oraafe 
Free  State  from  the  Ca[>e  Colony.  %.  large  portion  of  the 
country  towards  the  south-west  i<  extremely  dr>'  and  barren,  and 
destitute  uf  laliabitants,  i^uh  the  exception  of  a  few  uauderina: 

•  7%r  n^-'VP  p^r^trrr-'^  hn^!  »i*?irr*!T  Vfi  nr^n'"!!.  when  thf  r-rrnM  n*w^ 
arT*tetl  of  .1  ^i\r  kavifw  I'n'krti  .i-.t  'ortwtmi  thr  \\%*n^nn  ihe  lk>rr«  «if 
ih*.  Orm^e  lrc«  State,  il^^wrtrr  tbi»  content  Kiav  Uruiiaale.  it  if  inrrta 
be  damtgiug  to  both  {Mrtics ;  it  tend*  tu  contlrm  our  impmuoa,  thai  iC 
wmU  hrnn  boa  btttcrfcr  aU  eotterrmA  If  tbeftvc  Stats  twriUxy  hal 
mtfanad  nte  the  oovtfvl  eT  the  Britiih  GorcnuBwt. 
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hordes  of  Bushmen  already  mentioned,  who  obtain  a  miserable 
and  precarions  snbdatenoe.  Near  the  junction  of  the  Orange 
and  Yaal  rivers,  and  to  the  eastward  of  it,  the  country  improves, 
and  19  eqnal,  if  not  superior,  to  many  parts  of  the  Gape  Colony, 
espedally  for  sheep-farming.  Here  the  Griqnas,  und^  the 
Chiefe  Adam  £ok  and  Waterboer,  are  principally  settled ;  and 
many  of  them  have  become  possessed  of  considerable  wealth  in 
land  and  cattle,  and  are  advancing  iu  a  knowledge  of  the  arts  of 
civilized  life. 

The  TruHs*vaal  Republic  is  situated  still  farther  away  in  the 
interior,  nnd  includes  all  the  country  north  of  the  Vaal  river, 
on  both  slopt'a  of  tlic  Cashan  Mountains,  which  form  the  water- 
shed line  between  thi*  Oranp:e  river  and  the  Limpopo  river 
systems.  It  is  bouncicd  on  the  south  by  the  Vaal  river  to  its 
source,  which  separates  it  from  the  Orange  Free  State,  on  the 
east  by  the  Drakensberg  mountains,  which  divide  it  from  Natal, 
and  on  the  north  by  the  Limpopo  river,  whilst  to  the  west  it 
has  no  properly  defined  limits,  but  stretches  away  towards  an 
unexplored  country,  some  portions  of  which  are  occupied  by  the 
Bechnana  tribes,  still  independent,  and  into  the  desert  region  of 
the  Kalihari.  Thus  an  area  of  probably  upwards  of  seventy 
thousand  square  miles  is  more  or  less  under  the  control  of  the 
Butch  Boers,  who  trekked  or  emigrated  to  this  distant 
region  from  the  Cape,  Natal,  and  the  Sovereignty,  about  the 
year  1848.  The  occasion  of  this  general  move  northward  is 
said  to  have  been  the  dissatisfiaction  with  which  the  Boers 
regarded  several  measures  of  the  British  Government,  such  as 
the  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  the  colonization  ol  Natal,  and 
the  annexation  of  the  extensive  conntry  known  as  the  **  Sove- 
reignty." The  snrface  of  the  country,  likv,  that  of  most  of  the 
interior  region3  of  South  Africa,  is  varied.  Tfi  some  places, 
large  tracts  of  land  are  found  well  adapted  for  cultivation,  being 
situated  in  the  neiglibourhood  of  rivers,  which  are  available  for 
irrigation ;  whilst  in  other  localities  there  are  grazing  lands 
and 'extensive  forests,  which  will  no  doubt  be  tunied  to  good 
account  as  the  population  increases.  Should  the  Boers  become 
more  settled,  and  more  pacific  in  their  attitude  and  bearing 
towards  the  native  tribes,  and  should  ihej  pay  more  attention 
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to  good  government,  edacaiion,  and  the  arts  of  oiv:!i/-..;d  hfr,  we 
may  hopw:  for  the  ultimate  pr<>s[>enty  of  ihia  ojuuin,  a?  u  po*- 
8e^«'?t  3  Ki.my  iwivanUijrrs,  avaibble  for  ihe  i^rticular  cir:?»  of  peo- 
pl<:  by  whom  it  inhabited.  Tbt'  capiLil  of  iho  Republic  and 
ihc  *^eat  of  govtTnmtnt  is  Potchcfstroora,  ou  the  M  xii  riTer, 
about  twenty  miks  nortb  of  lite  V^l,  aiui  oue  *^'^«v*  tvo 
kundnrd  and  sixty  miles  north-east  of  Cape  Tovn. 

The  Onnge  Free  Sute,  Utnmdj  known  as  the  "  Soiereignty.** 
mtj  be  rp^rded,  from  its  geographical  position^  aa  a  kind  of 
connecting  iink  between  the  Cape  Colony,  the  TransTaal  &e» 
pabiic»  and  XataL  It  eoottats  chiefly  of  ratt  ""^M'lf  plaiB% 
tlopiDg  gentlj  down  fiM  tbe  Ifiink  ■MMBtuiit  (o  tke  Tail 
ri?er,  dotted  ofer,  hoveter,  ia  aaoj  plaeea,  with  rocky  kills 
kere  loeaUjr  ciUed  *'k^{**  altkoogk  to  tke  noitkweid  kw* 
dredi  of  aqoare  mike  are  fouad  eo  eatiidy  level  at  to  pwwit 
aoiioely  •  bieek  on  tke  koiiioii,  Tke  Onufe  Fiee  Stile  i» 
bounded  on  tke  wcel  and  sortk  by  tke  Teel  river,  wkk^ 
rates  it  from  tke  Bechnane  ooimtry  and  the  Transfaal  Refmblie ; 
on  the  north-east  by  the  Drakeusbcrg  mountains  w  hich  separate 
il  fruia  Natal ;  on  thu  soulji  by  the  Orange  ri%'cr,  which  iii\idcs 
it  from  the  Cnpe  Colony  ;  wiuUt  the  Witteliergen  aiui  liru^ua- 
land  lie  ou  the  south-west.  This  extcn:ive  tract  of  eountiy 
comprisf^  an  area  of  about  fifty  thousand  sijuarc  nuK  and  was 
oiuir  lauious  fur  its  ^'auie  ;  but  of  Vnie  \earr),  as  p  'jmUlion  iias 
increniied,  the  numeruui  herds  of  elands,  gemsbok^i,  and  other 
kinds  of  deer,  oaoe  so  common  in  this  district,  have  jneiiied  to 
tke  moie  iaterior  vqjiani.  As  the  tmreUer  bow  passes  tkn^gk 
the  country,  be  teee  mny  strikiag  evideaoee  of  tke  advanee  af 
oaviliiatioD.  Towns  and  viliagrs  are  rising  up  in  vanOM 
pbeee ;  wbdet  e&teneive  ieme  iot  tke  coitiratioo  of  eon  aad 
tke  leariog  of  cattle  give  evideaoe  of  tke  iaduatiy  of  tkt 
inkabitasta. 

The  ckitf  towns  of  tke  Ormage  Free  State  are  Bloemtbatei% 
Winbiarr.  SmitJ>t^*M  UarrisaiitlL  and  FattreaBitk.  wkick  an 
important  centres  of  i^gricuUniat  cod  mercantile  bniimimw 
wkick  give  nemes  to  tke  Ave  districia  into  wkick  tke  conatiy  ia 

divided.  Timber  for  building  purpc^es  is  scarce ;  and  tkal 
wlucU  i»  i<.i|uurcd  for  fuel  is  collected  from  the  beds  of  periodial 
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men,  md  other  watemurBes,  wbm  the  willoif ,  poplar,  and 
aeaeia  are  occasionally  found.  The  principal  prodnctions  for 
trade  and  commerce  arc  wool,  cattle,  com,  hides,  and  antelope 
skins,  in  exchanf^e  for  which  the  iuliubitauta  receive  various 
articles  of  liritish  mnniifacture. 

The  colonization  of  this  country,  which  a  few  years  ago  was 
a  comparative  desert,  may  be  traced,  like  that  of  the  Transvaal 
Republic,  to  the  emi^^Mntion  of  the  Diitrh  Boers  from  the  Cape 
Colony  immediatelv  after  the  Knliir  w;ir  of  1835-6.  IMnnv  of 
these  were  dissatisfied  with  British  rule,  and  especially  wi(h  the 
Act  of  Parliament  for  the  emancipation  of  their  slaves.  Ear- 
nestly desiring  indepfndency  and  freedom  from  control  as  to 
their  treatment  of  the  natives,  they  sold  their  farms  in  the  old 
eobny,  and  planted  themielTes  in  this  locality  beyond  the 
oolonial  boundary.  They  were,  after  the  lapse  of  a  fear  years^ 
disappointed  of  their  object,  howefer;  for  in  1848  the  whole 
oonntry  was  annexed  to  the  British  empire  by  Sir  Hany  Smith, 
Governor  and  Commander-inpGhief  of  the  Cape  Colony.  His 
Sxodlency,  no  donbt,  deemed  this  arrangement  essential  to  the 
safety  and  weUhie  of  British  interests  in  the  then  unsettled  state 
of  South  Africa ;  bot  it  was  not  ftilly  approved  of  by  the  Im- 
perial Parliament.  Hence,  in  the  year  1854,  Sir  George  Clarke 
was  sent  out  as  a  Special  Commissioner,  to  arrange  Tvith  the 
inhabitants  for  an  independent  form  of  governmeul,  and  the 
Oiganization  of  the  Orange  Free  State. 

It  wo'dd  be  foreign  to  our  object  here  to  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion of  tlie  question  of  the  relinquishment,  by  the  British 
Governnicnt,  of  this  portion  of  South  Africa;  but  we  cannot 
let  the  opportunity  pass  without  expressing  the  decided  opinion 
that  this  was  a  grand  political  mistake  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment. Whether  we  regard  the  intereata  of  commerce,  the 
civilization  of  tho  native  tribes,  or  the  future  strength  and 
prosperity  of  Her  Miges^s  dominions  in  South  Africa  generally, 
we  feel  confident  that  it  would  have  been  ultimately  the  best  for 
all  parties  concerned,  if  the  territoiy  of  the  Orange  Tree  State 
had  oontinned  under  British  nde.  Prom  the  results  of  this 
experiment  in  self-goveinment  by  a  small  and  mixed  popidation 
ht  away  from  the  great  centres  of  civilisation,  we  shall  not  be 
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surprised  to  hear  of  the  re-aDiusation,  in  some  form,  at  no 
distant  period,  of  this  fine  country  to  the  British  empire,  espe- 
cially as  many  of  the  most  intelligent  of  the  inhabitaDti  seem 

earnestly  to  desire  it. 

liaviuir  thus  brieflv  glanced  at  the  it  stiective  countries  which, 
are  situated  in  the  more  di?tant  and  interior  parts  of  South 
Africa,  we  shnll  now  turn  our  attention  to  those  portions  of  the 
vast  peninsula  which  are  accessible  by  sea,  and  which,  in  oue 
form  or  another,  are  subject  to  British  rule,  with  the  exception 
of  KafHrlnnd  Proper,  through  which  we  must  pass  in  travelling 
by  land  along  the  south-eastern  coast.  Commencing  our  survey 
in  the  north,  and  proceeding  southward,  we  may  first  notice  the 
colony  of  Natal, — a  comparatively  new  settlement,  which  haa 
of  late  years  heen  watched  with  fiBClings  of  deep  interest  by 
intending  emigrants,  and  concerning  which  a  few  partinilan 
may  be  acceptable  to  the  reader, 

Xhe  extensive  territory  known  as  the  colony  of  Na^  embraces 
aA  area  of  abont  twenty-five  thousand  square  miles ;  and,  in  its 
general  aspect,  presents  to  the  view  of  the  traveller  a  striking 
diversity  of  hill  and  dale,  niountaiu  and  valley,  wiih  va^L  tiacU 
of  exivllenl  laud,  well  wooded,  and  watered  by  numerous  mnjestic 
rivers,  ihese  rivers  are  not  navigable,  being  crossed  in  -  )me 
places  by  sandy  bars  and  rocky  rapids;  but  they  impart  a 
freshness  and  fertility  to  tlie  country  not  fre(|uently  met  with  in 
South  Africa.  The  colony  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the 
Umzimkulu  river,*  which  divides  it  from  Kaifirland ;  and  a 
ridge  of  high  mountains,  called  the  Quathlamba,  or  Drakens- 
bergen,  separatee  it  from  Basutuland  and  the  Orange  Free  State 
on  the  north.    On  the  east  it  is  separated  from  the  Zulu 

*  By  a  prockmatiou  reccully  published  in  the  Xatai  Govcruuient 
Gazette,  it  appears  thsi  on  moA  after  the  13th  of  September,  1865,  th« 
wMtem  boQAdBry  of  the  oohmy  was  to  he  cxteaded  from  tbe  Pnnimkahi  to 
fhe  Umtnoifiiaa,  aa  smagaiieut  by  which  a  Iraet  of  oooBtiy,  wiUi  tweaty 
auk*  of  MS-ooast,  aad  extonding  to  a  oooiidenUfi  distoaoe  iato  the  intorior, 
iahabited  by  tea  thonsaud  neUvce,  is  taken  from  Kallirlead,  and  added  to 
Natal.  By  whose  authority,  or  under  what  curcamttaaoee,  this  territoiy,- 
to  tbe  extent  of  about  one  million  of  acres,  has  been  anaexcd  to  the  colony, 
docs  not  appear ;  but  it  ii  described  in  tbe  Mttal  papers  as  a  fiae  field  for 
Suropeaa  Mttlcn. 
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cooDtry  by  Buffel's  BivcTj  whilst  to  tbe  etiBtward  it  it  open  to 
the  Indian  Ocean. 

The  climate  of  Natal  partakes  mneh  of  a  tropical  chanusler, 
violent  thuoder-stonnB  frequently  occurriog,  with  heavy  rains 

and  intense  heat,  in  the  summer  season.  It  is,  nevertheless, 
coiibiiicrcd  very  healthy  and  congenial,  even  to  European  consti- 
tutions. Fevers  and  epidemics  are  aliiio&l  unknown,  exeept  in 
the  neighl Hjurtiood  of  a  few  swnnipy  spots  near  the  coast.  In 
the  high  kinds  Kuropeau  cereals  arc  grown  to  a  eonsitlerable 
extent,  V  liiht  in  the  coast  districts  eonsideruble  advancement 
has  been  made  in  the  cultivation  of  tropical  produce.  Among 
the  articles  of  export  we  already  notice  sugar,  indigo,  coHee, 
nrrowroot,  and  pine-apples.  Several  su^-milis  have  recently 
been  erected,  and  are  now  in  successful  operation;  and  experi- 
ments in  the  cultivation  of  cotton  are  being  made,  with  the 
hope  of  profitable  results  from  the  large  demand  for  this  staple 
in  the  British  market. 

The  histoiy  of  the  cobnization  of  this  country,  like  that  of 
many  others^  is  marked  with  crudtj  and  hlood.  The  place  is 
said  to  ha?e  derived  its  name  from  the  circumstance  of  its 
Jiaving  been  discovered  by  the  Portngueae  on  Christmas  Day» 
1498 ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  European  settlement 
was  formed  on  this  part  of  the  coast  at  that  early  period.  About 
the  year  1822  several  white  traders  visited  Natal,  when  they 
found  the  whole  country  in  possession  of  the  powerful  Zulu 
Chief  Chaka,  vvho  ruled  in  the  most  <anguinary  niaiincr  from 
the  Utnziinkulu  to  the  St.  l^ucia  rivers.  He  was  killed  and 
succeeded  by  his  brother  Diui^aan,  in  1838.  About  this  time 
the  restless  and  dissatisfied  Dutch  Boers  began  to  enter  the 
country,  having  penetrated  through  the  mountain  passes  of  the 
Drakensbergen.  Dingaau^  assuming  a  friendly  bearing  towards 
the  strangers,  invited  a  large  number  of  them  to  his  great  place, 
expressing  his  willingness  to  dispose  of  certain  lands  which  they 
required  for  their  settlement.  The  Dutch  farmers,  suspecting 
no  danger,  accepted  the  invitation;  but,  when  snirounded  by 
thousands  of  Zulu  warriors,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  grand 
pokntr,  at  a  given  signal  from  the  sanguinaiy  Chieftain,  the 
emigrants  were  cruelly  massacred  in  cold  blood.  Duogaan  waa 


Digrtized  by  Google 


4S3 


PAIT  in. — ^TRB  OAPB  OP  0000  HOPB. 


soon  afkrvvanls  attncktJ  in  his  tiini  bv  the  surviving  Dutch 
cmijrrnnts,  who  iiai!  remniiicd  nt  a  di-lance  during  this  confer- 
enw,  nnd  who,  aTLer  rrpcnted  conflict®,  finally  (iMtrojod  him, 
and  made  his  brother  Panda  the  paramount  Chief.  The  l>utrh 
l^otfs  now  settled  themselves  as  lords  nnd  masters  of 
countn* ;  but  their  proceedings  were  closely  watched  by  the 
authorities  of  the  Cape  Colony,  who,  on  the  jp^und  of  prrrioiu 
occupancy  by  colonial  traden^laid  claim  to  in  eitensive  district. 
In  the  year  1H42,  nfter  aevm  retiatanee  on  the  part  of  the 
Boers,  that  section  of  the  country  now  forming  Ibe  oolony  of 
Natalt  wat  taken  possession  of  by  the  Brittab  GoTmmoii,  aid 
it  wu  prodaimad  an  Engliab  colony  on  the  IStb  of  May  In  tbe 
foUowing  year.  Sinea  tbia  tine,  altbongb  fabonring  nadv 
many  diiadftntagea  horn  tbe  want  of  capital  and  labonr,  it  boa 
contmned  to  prograia  in  a  aatiafactory  manner,  and  it  bide  ftir 
to  become  a  Taloable  appendage  to  tbe  Britiab  eiown,  bavfaig 
abeady  a  population  of  about  B,000  wbitca,  wuA  105,000 
coloured  persons. 

On  approoching  the  colony  of  Xatnl  from  the  sea,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  voyager  is  first  attracted  by  the  appt-arance  of  a  bold 
promonlon.',  or  headland,  called  the  Bluff,  which  rises  to  the 
height  of  two  httndnil  ami  thirty  feet,  and  covcrtj  wub 
tre^  aud  brushwood  in  perpetual  verdure,  down  to  the  shore. 
On  the  top  ot  liie  lUutl'  a  lit:htlion«;e  and  siijna!  poft  have 
been  erectetl.  Behind  this  conical  hill  is  situated  the  magni- 
ficent  bay  for  which  Natal  is  so  celebrated.  This  extensiTe 
abeet  of  water,  trhich  is  ii?e  milea  long  and  three  broad,  and 
completely  land-locked,  affonia  a  commodious  and  safe  harbonr 
in  all  weatbera  Ibr  ancb  vcaaela  as  can  avnil  themaelfea  cf  it; 
bnt,  unfbriimately*  tbe  entnmee  ia  impeded  by  n  pmeariOM 
and  abifting  bar  of  aandt  wbicb  randera  it  ninamaiy  for  faufe 
fcaatia  .of  deep  drangbt  to  aoebor  in  tbemda  oiiti^d^  wbew 
tbey  am  mcpoaad  to  tbe  beafy  awtOa  wbieb  Onqpently  nil  in 
ftom  the  Ifldiaa  Ocean.  liopea  an  entertained,  bomert  tbiit 
tbb  eeriova  impediment  will  nitimately  be  remofcd  by  tbt 
applkatkn  of  engineering  skill,  when  Pott  Katal  may  beeoaae 
a  conrenient  harbour  of  rrfugc  for  teasels  overtaken  by  storms 
ou  their  voyages  to  aud  ffvui  ludia.    Nearly  lu  th<e  ct^uire  of 
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the  bay  there  is  a  beautiful  island,  to  which,  as  well  as  to  the 
more  diatant  bluff,  parties  of  pleasure  frequently  proceed  on 
festive  occasions,  when  aquatic  excursious  arc  the  order  of  the 
dav. 

On  the  nortbem  margin  of  the  bay  stands  the  towth  of 
Btlrban,  which  is  already  adorned  with  a  number  of  good 
buildings,  and  which  is  rapidly  adTancing  to  the  position  of 
a  first-class  colonial  seaport.  To  this  place  belongs  the  honour 
of  oonstructiug  the  first  railroad  which  was  laid  down  iu  Soutk 
Africa.  It  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  goods 
from  the  landing  place  to  the  warehouses  in  the  town,  a  distance 
of  about  three  miles  along  the  shore,  over  a  loose  sandy  soil, 
which  Wvis  difficult  to  traverse  previous  to  tliis  arrangement. 
The  railway  will  no  doubt  prove  a  profitable  speculation. 

A  journey  of  about  fifty  miles  through  a  wild  and  rugged 
country  brings  the  traveller  to  Maritzberg,  the  capital  of  the 
colony,  and  the  seat  of  governintnit.  Formerly  this  journey 
occupied  two  or  three  days,  with  tlie  cumbrous  ox-\vaggpn ;  but 
now  it  may  be  accomplished  in  twenty-four  hours,  in  a  respect- 
able omnibus,  which  proceeds  at  a  rapid  rate,  being  furnished 
by  relays  of  horses  at  couveuient  intenrals  along  the  road,  after 
the  manner  of  the  good  old  English  sta^e  coaches.  Maritzberg 
is  beautifully  situated  in  a  lovely  valley,  surrounded  by  lofty 
mountains.  The  streets  are  laid  out  at  right  angles^  and  the 
dweUing-houses,  many  of  which  are  of  a  respectable  character* 
are  generally  surrounded  by  gardens*  and  ornamented  with  trees 
and  streams  of  water.^objects  of  a  pleasing  character  anywhere, 
but  especially  in  Southern  Africfi.  The  only  other  towns  of  any 
note  in  Natal  are  Yemlam,  Ladysmith,  Richmond,  Albert,  and 
Pine  Town  ;  but  villages  and  hamlets  are  being  laid  out  in 
rarious  places,  some  of  which  will  expand  into  important  towns 
and  cities,  as  population  increases,  and  the  resources  of  the 
country  become  more  fuUy  developed. 

Since  Natal  became  a  separate  and  independent  colony,  it 
has  had  its  own  re-i(!(  iit  Governor,  Judges,  Magistrates,  courts 
of  justice,  and  other  institutions  similar  to  those  which  have 
long  been  established  in  the  other  settlements.  Representative 
government  has  also  been  introduced,  similar,  with  aome  trifliDg 
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modifications,  to  tliat  which  hns  hern  nwnnled  to  the  Cape 
Colony  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  couipuraiivc  inexperience  of 
some  of  the  members  wlio  have  be«ii  from  time  to  Uaie  elected 
as  representatives  in  Pnrlinnien:,  the  expcruneol  promises  to  be 
snecesiful,  and  Natal  will  no  doubt  become  an  increasiogiy 
Taluable  appendage  to  the  Bi-iti^h  crown. 

On  proceeding  soatbward,  and  crossing  the  rirer  Uniimknlo, 
the  traveller  enters  KAFPiVLANO.^a  vast  tract  of  country,  wtib 
an  area  of  86,000  square  miles,  separating  tbe  cdony  of  Natal 
from  tlie  other  British  possessions  in  South  Africa*  and  still 
inhabited  by  various  wandering  tribes  of  natives*  Uany  of  iha 
best  friends  of  the  aboricrinal  inhabitants  are  of  opinion  thai  ii 
would  be  for  the  adirnntage  of  the  native  tribes,  as  well  as  for 
the  interests  uf  religion,  ptaix,  aud  civilization,  if  this  portion 
of  the  great  continent  wijrc  brouijhl  nuiirr  l>iili>!i  lulr,  but 
this  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  llic  pulicy  of  aiuu  \:iticii,  or  liic 
adjustment  of  colonial  houml.irh  <,  lurlher  tljan  tti.'  ideo- 
graphical po-ltion  of  the  rc^^ju  i  tivc  settlement?,  m  si  cii  un  the 
map,  mny  call  forth  i\  parsing'  rtiiiark.  The  general  U5«|*c€l  of 
Kaflirhind  is  broken  and  rugged,  the  country  bcin<;  intersected 
by  numerous  rivers,  which  flow  in  deep  valleys  or  ravineai  by 
means  of  whieh  traveUiug  is  tendered  somewhat  dUficult,  espe- 
cially  after  heavy  rains,  when  the  mountain  torrents  carry  all 
before  them  in  their  rapid  oonne  towards  the  Indian  Ocean. 
There  are»  nevertheless,  tracts  of  excellent  bind,  iavoaiably 
situated  between  the  rivers,  and  abog  tbe  base  of  the  aKNintains^ 
which  would  richly  repay  the  labour  of  the  agrieultutist,  if  they 
were  brought  under  cultivation.  This  part  of  the  coast  ia  gene* 
tally  favoured  with  an  ample  supply  of  wood  and  water,-— advan* 
tages  of  great  value  in  South  Africa.  Little  has  been  done  by 
the  natives  as  yet,  however,  to  dcrclopc  the  resources  of  the 
couiilry :  neither  can  much  be  c\|  rcU(l,  till  they  bceonio  it.urc 
licacoful  uiut  settled  in  their  lu'ihiis,  aiul  subject  to  a  more 
culiizlitcned  aiul  civiiizcil  form  of  i^ovcnnncnt. 

BkiriMl  K.viruA&lA  ciinjiu  In  mix  the  cuiintrv  wliirh  lirf  \»:- 

*  • 

twet'n  tlir-  K«  iskiimirm  and  the  (in  at  Kci  iimtj^,  hounilcd  on  the 
iicrtU  by  the  Anintoia  roonntaiiis,  and  Irom  their timtera  ci.iremi(y 
bj  the  high  road  irom  king  Hiliiam's  Town  to  Q|Baai*a  Towa^ 
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as  far  as  the  Great  Kci  river, — nn  area  of  about  i.OOO  square 
miles.  It  is  the  region  from  wlu  iice  issm  il,  until  fuially  sub- 
jecttd  to  liiitish  nUe,  tliose  hordes  of  Kattir  marauders  which 
devastated  the  Cape  Colony,  in  the  various  wars  wliidi  occurred 
from  1806  till  1853,  actuated  by  the  love  of  plunder,  or  excited 
to  faimticism  by  falae  prophets,  often  the  mere  tools  of  ambitioii8 
Chiefs. 

This  portion  of  Kaffirland  was  first  declared  a  British  province 
by  Sir  Benjamin  D'Urban,  after  the  Kaffir  war  of  1835-6, 
under  the  name  of  the  "  Province  of  Queen  Adelaide ; "  but  the 
measure  being  disapproved  of  by  the  Home  Government,  it  was, 
with  a  few  lestrictbns,  given  back  to  the  Kaffir  Chiefs,  together 
with  the  country  between  the  Great  Fish  and  the  Keiskamma 
riversy  then  esUed  the  Neutral  Tenritoiy,  and  now  forming  the 
division  of  South  Victoria.  After  the  Kaffir  war  of  1846-7, 
Sir  Harry  Smith,  then  Governor  and  Commander*in*Chief  of 
the  Cape  Colony,  again  formed  tliis  country  into  a  British 
province,  believing  that  without  such  a  measure  peace  could  not 
long  be  preserved.  This  time  the  Home  Government  acquiescwi 
in  the  arrnni^eraent ;  and  it  hns  ever  since  been  subject  to 
Britisli  rule,  as  a  separate  dependency,  under  the  diiLctiou  of 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  Cape  Colony  as  High  ('om- 
missioner  for  this  special  purpose.  The  capital  of  the  province 
and  the  chief  military  depot,  is  King  William's  Town,  ou  the 
Buffalo  river,  which  has  been  gradually  increasing  and  rising 
into  importance  as  the  elements  of  order  and  civilization  have 
prevailed  among  the  people.  The  port  of  British  Katt'raria  ia 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Buffalo  river,  and  is  dignified  with  the 
name  of  East  London.  The  landing  of  goods  and  passengers 
at  this  place  has  hitherto  been  attended  with  difficulty  and 
danger,  in  consequence  of  the  exposed  charaeker  of  the  anchor- 
age, and  the  heavy  swell  which  frequently  rolls  in  from  the 
Indian  Ocean ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  a  remedy  will  be  found 
for  this  evil,  when  the  extensive  harbour  improvements  now  in 
progress  are  completed. 

The  jreneral  character  of  the  country  is  said  to  be  highly 
favourable  to  tlic  enterprise  of  British  settlers,  who  have  come 
in  considerable  numbers  to  occupy  the  luruia  which  have  been 
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allotted  to  them  by  Government.  These  *rrants  have  been 
made  ill  considerniion  of  services  already  rondrrod,  or  to  be 
given  in  future,  for  the  defence  of  the  country',  if  neeessnn*. 
In  addition  to  these  farois,  which  are  generally  occupied  by 
cnterprisinL:  ynnns:  colonists,  on  condition  of  militia  sennce, 
there  arc  numerous  military  posts  established  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  which,  topjether  with  the  advance  of  religion  and 
civilization,  afford  a  tolerable  guarantee  for  the  future  safety 
of  the  colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.*  To  this  most 
important  and  iDteresting  portion  of  South  Africa  we  would 
now  direct  the  attention  of  the  reader. 

The  Capb  Colony  lias  been  enlarged  in  its  territorial  dimen- 
sions from  time  to  time,  and  it  now  bounded  on  the  north  and 
the  north-east  by  the  Orange  river,  which  divides  it  from  Great 
Vamaqualand,  Griqnaland,  and  the  Free  State  republic :  on  the 
east  and  north-east  by  the  'Tees,  a  small  ti  iiiuiary  of  the  Orange 
Kiver,  to  its  source,  tlienee  along  the  Stormbergen,  the  Iiidwe, 
and  Kriskamma  rivris,  to  the  sea,  which  divides  it  from  Basutu- 
land,  Knflirland,  and  l^ritish  KaiFraria;  on  tlie  south  by  the 
Indian  Ocean ;  and  on  the  west  bv  the  Atlantic. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  correct  view  of  the  Cape  Colony,  we 
must  consider  it  in  its  two  grand  compartments,  the  Eastern  and 
Western  Provinces.  These  are  again  subdivided  into  electoral 
divisions,  the  Sastem  Ptovinoe  sending  seven  members  to  Par* 
liament,  and  the  Western  Province  eight.  Whilst  the  two  pro* 
vinces  possess  many  features  in  common  with  each  other,  there 
axe,  at  the  same  time,  some  points  of  difference  which  are  worthy 
of  notice,  and  which  may,  perhaps,  in  some  measure,  account  for 
tihat  want  of  unanin^ity  and  hearty  eo-operation  which  we  have 
often  observed  nnd  deplored  in  people  inhabiting  the  east  and 
west  "ends  of  the  colony,"  to  use  their  own  plirnae. 

The  Eastern  rrovinnp  i«,  to  a  considerable  extent,  inhaViited 
by  Ensrb'sh  settlers,  nnd  their  descendnnts,  whose  history  will  be 
noticed  hereafter.  It  is  divided  into  ten  eleetoral  divisions,  with 
their  civil  Commissioners,  Magistrates,  and  periodical  courts, 

*  Since  the  sbon  was  wriltea.  Britiah  KtllVmria  hsi  been  anaexcd  to 
the  Cape  Colony,  liy  an  let  of  the  Colonial  Parliament,  puaad,  ate  a 
voy  aainated  aahata;,  u  the  aemon  of  1866. 
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namely  : — Albany,  Port  Elizabeth,  Uitenhage,  Fort  Jk  aufort, 
Graall'-Reinet,  Somerset  (Eabl),  Craiiock,  Colesberg,  Albert,  and 
Victoria.  *A  few  brief  observations  in  rci'creiice  to  each  of  these 
divisions  may  help  to  give  a  clear  view  of  the  character  of  the 
country,  and  be  of  service  when  future  reierenoe  u  made  to  the 
respective  localities. 

Graham's  Town,  the  capital  of  the  Eastern  Province,  and  the 
pxindpal  town  in  the  electoral  division  of  Albany,  is  situated  in 
a  pleasant  valley  about  aix  hundred  miles  from  the  Cape,  and 
thirty  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  sea-coast.  It  is  well  laid  oat 
with  wide  streets,  and  contains  many  good  baildings.  Since 
the  appointment  of  a  Bishop  it  has  b<^n  raised  to  the  dignity  of 

-an  episcopal  city.  The  population,  according  to  the  last  census, 
is  8,188.  The  coast  region  of  this  division,  called  Lower 
Albany,  and  formerly  known  as  the  Znurveld,  is  suitable  for 
agiicaitural  purpoae^;  but  the  hig^Uand  district,  or  Upper 
Albany,  is  better  adapted  for  sheep  farming,  which  is  the  prin- 
cipal  occupation  of  the  settlers  iu  these  parts,  liathurst  la  a 
pkasaut  little  country  town,  and  gives  its  name  to  a  district 
now  incorporated  with  the  Albany  division.  Port  Francia  is  a 
rising  little  seaport  at  the  mouth  of  the  ivowie  river j  and 
Salem  and  liicbcek  are  pleasant  little  viilai;e3. 
.  Port  Elizabeth  is  the  principal  seaport  town  on  the  south- 
eastern coast  of  the  Cape  Colony,  as  well  as  the  principal  place 
in  the  electoral  division  to  which  it  gives  its  name.   A  few 

, years  ago  it  was  a  mere  vUiage,  and  presented  a  very  uninviting 
appearance  to  the  view  of  the  mariner,  as  he  entered  Algoa  Bay, 
on  the  margin  of  which  it  stands ;  but  it  is  now  a  nsiog  and 
respectable  town,  with  'many  good  dwellings,  shops,  and  ware- 
houses,  and  a  population  of  9,043.  V^almer  and  Korsten  are 
the  only  villages  in  this  division ;  the  former  is  six  miles  west, 
and  the  latter  four  miles  east,  of  Port  Elizabeth. 

Uiteuhage  is  a  considerable  inland  town,  situated  on  the 
Zwartkop  river,  about  twenty  miles  from  Port  Elizabeth,  and  is 
favoured  with  a  pleasant  and  fertile  site.  The  dwelling-houses, 
many  of  wlucii  are  neat  and  respectable,  generally  stand  in  their 
own  separate  allotments,  surrounded  by  beautitul  gardens  and 
'    orchards,  which  give  a  rural  and  pleasing  aspect  to  the  place. 
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Tlie  Tilhiges  In  the  Uitenhage  dittrict  m  Darlington,' Akiu- 
diia,  Oolelietter,  Jantentrilte,  and  Hnmansdorp. 

Fort  Beaufort  is  an  important  town  in  immediate 
with  Stockcnslroin,  or  the  Kat  River  Settlement,  and  is  chieflr 
remarkable  for  its  extensive  array  ul  uuiniai  v  b'lildiiicr',  being" 
favourably  situated  for  tlit'  defence  of  tlie  eolotiy  in  the  lisut:  of 
Kaffir  wars.  The  division  is  j;enendly  mounlainou-  nn'l  well 
wofnled ;  and,  in  the  Knt  lliver  valley  illy,  it  is  well 

watered  and  fertile  The  princi|Nd  YiUagea  arc  £iajid*t  Post,  or 
Seymour,  and  Philipton. 

Somerset  (East)  is  a  rising  town,  aitoaled  at  the  foot  of  a 
ran^e  of  mountains  called  the  Boschbergen,  on  ttie  Little  Fish 
River,  in  a  beautiful  countr>\  It  givea  ita  name  to  an  ext(ii$ifn 
deotond  diviaion,  cetebnied  for  itt  gruing  famia  and  tbeep* 
walks.  The  only  other  pbee  of  oonaequenoe  in  the  dittrict  ie 
the  riaing  little  town  of  Bedford. 

Qraaff-Beinett  It  one  of  the  largett  inland  townt  of  the  Capo 
Coboj,  It  it  beauliftdly  aitnated  on  the  bankt  of  the  Sunday  s 
Sifcr ;  and  the  ttreeta  an  tastefully  laid  ont,  and  pUnted  with 
orange  and  other  trees,  which  <;ive  a  rnnd  and  pleaaant  nsjtert 
to  the  place.  The  division  to  which  the  town  gives  it^»  name 
includes  a  biffii  uionntain  ran^e,  calle<l  the  Siin  ubi  r^jea  ^Siif>ir 
Mount'iiris).  Th<"  hi^li(^<t  ujojintiiin  in  tli**  colony,  the  Compass- 
berg,  whi<'h  risen  ti)  an  clevatit)n  of  nine  thousand  fcrt,  is  f-ituftfetl 
in  this  division.  The  princijMl  towna  and  viUagea  aw  Murrayi> 

berLT,  Aberdeen,  aini  Kiehnjoml. 

Cradock  Ia  a  »mall  bnt  important  town,  which  stnnds  in  this 
oentra  of  an  clevnted  basin,  surrounded  by  moaatains,  and 
forming  the  elactond  diviaion  to  which  th«  town  gim  tla  name  • 
In  tbeae  mountains,  which  are  frei|Qenlly  coveretl  with  snow  In 
winter,  terrral  p<'nodical  ttieama  take  their  rise,  and  unite  t^ 
fbnn  the  6i*t  ifish  Biter,  which  flows  past  the  town.  Sefcral 
salt-pans  aie  found  In  this  diriston ;  hut  it  cannot  boast  of  any 
other  towna  or  vtUagea,  betidca  the  one  already  named. 

Colesberg  ia  an  advanced  post  on  the  fiir  distant  notthens 
ftnotiar  of  the  eolony,  being  stiaatcd  only  tweltn  milfi  south  of 
the  Orange  River,  and  p^ves  its  name  to  an  eitensive,  bnt  some- 
what wild,  dr}%  and  barren,  electoral  division,    ^incc  the  form- 
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atiou  of  dams  to  preserve  the  water  after  the  rains,  sheep  farming 
baa  been  carried  on  with  considerable  success ;  and  this  division 
is  becoming  famous  for  the  exoeUent  quality  of  its  wool.  The 
other  towns  and  viUages  are  Hanover,  Hope  Town,  and 
Middelburg. 

Albert  is  an  electoral  division,  so  called  in  lionour  of  the  late 
Prince  Consort,  the  chief  towns  of  which  are  Barghersdorp,  on 
the  Stormberg  Sprait,  and  Aliwal  (North),  on  the  Orange  Biver. 
The  only  othef  places  of  consequence  are  the  extensive  native 
location  and  Mission  of  Wittebergcn,  and  the  new  village  of 
Dordrecht.   This  also  is  chiefly  a  sheep^forming  district. 

Victoria  is  a  remote  and  newly-formed  electoral  division,  so 
called  in  honour  of  tlu;  Queen  of  Eni^laiid,  tlio  capital  of  which 
is  Queen's  Town.  It  is  a  hif^hly  ft-rtilc  and  vvcll-vvntered 
region ;  and,  since  its  separatioti  from  IvafHrland  by  Sir  George 
Cathcart  in  1853,  it  has  been  rapidly  filliu^^  up  with  European 
settlers,  to  whom  spc^cial  advantages  were  olfcred,  with  a  view 
to  the  defuiirc  of  the  colony. 

In  our  brief  topographical  survey  wc  now  turn  to  the  Western 
Provinci^  of  the  Cape  Colony,  which  is  also  divided  into  ten  * 
electoral  divisions,  for  Judicial  and  fiscal  purposes,  and  which, 
with  their  respective  towns  and  villap^es,  call  for  a  few  brief 
notices;  namely,  the  Cape,  Malmabury,  Stellenbosch,  Paarl, 
Worcester,  Caledon,  Swellendam,  George,  Beaufort  (West),  and 
Clanwilliam. 

Cape  Town,  the  capital  of  the  Colony,  is  situated  in  a  con* 
tracted  valley,  and  on  the  margin  of  an  extensive  bay,  with  Table 
Mountain  immecUatdy  behind,  which  rises  up  almost  like  a  per* 
pendicular  wall  of  granite  to  the  height  of  four  thousand  feet, 
and,  with  its  horizontal  summit,  from  which  it  takes  its  name, 
presents  a  singular  appearance  on  entering  the  harbour.  The 
streets  are  laid  out  at  right  angles,  and  many  of  the  buildings 
arc  of  a  substantial  and  elegant  character.  Some  of  the  stoics, 
or  shops,  and  warehouses,  with  elegant  plaie-ghsss  windows 
and  highly  ornamental  fronts,  would  Hp  im  di^  rc  dit  to  any  city 
in  Europe.  The  town  being  lighted  witii  gas,  and  cabs  and 
omnibusses  plying  in  every  direction,  with  now  and  then  the 
ahriU  sound  of  the  railway  whistle,  and  the  loud  snorting  of  the 
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iron  horse,  as  the  train  leaves  for  the  ooitntrjr*  the  place  is  mora 
English  in  its  cliai-acter  than  auj  other  we  hare  seen  in  foicigB 
lands.  On  loiving  the  city,  and  crossing  the  dreaiy  sandy 
Cape  Flats  which  terminate  at  False  Bay,  and  tepmte  TaUa 
Hoontain  from  the  interior  distriets,  we  oome  to  the  more  fo^ 
tile  regions  of  Tigerberg  and  Koeberg,  eelebtated  for  their  com 
farms,  aQ  included  in  the  Cape  difision,  with  the  Tillage  ni 
DUrban  for  their  centre*  Bnt  the  towns  and  TiUagea  in  the 
immediate  neigfabonrhood  of  the  city  demand  a%rkf  desctip* 
lion. 

Koiuleboscli  is  a  plen«^nnt  littlr  \illn[^i'  four  iiiilc?  from  Cape 
Town.  It  consists  of  a  number  of  (li  t:irhril  c  Uaj;cs  and 
rcsiHTtaMi"  in;in>ious,  whirli  arc  pituntril  on  each  side  of  the 
road  at  t*oii>i(!<  rable  nnti  irn  irular  intc  rvaU,  j>i;panitecl  fioai  » arh 
otlu-r  hy  fields,  p^ardeus,  and  viiievards.  B1o«l«ray  u.yy  bo 
regarded  as  a  continuation  of  llondebo«ch.  and  cun'- i>ts  of 
dwelling-houses  of  a  similar  de«rription  to  those  already  ineu- 
tioned.  They  are  occupied  chiefly  by  Cape  Town  merchants 
and  (iovrrnment  oflieials,  who  are  glad  to  escape  from  the  heat 
and  dust  of  the  dty  to  this  agneshle  locality  when  they  ban 
finished  the  business  of  the  day. 

Proceeding  along  a  toleiabiy  good  road,  each  side  of  which  ia 
lined  with  oak  or  fir  trees,  with  hm  and  there  a  beantifnl 
mansion  embowered  in  verdant  foliage,  we  come  to  the  iml 
bnt  straggling  Tillage  of  Claremont,  about  six  miles  from  Capo 
Town,  in  which  aie  many  pleasant  dwelling-houses* 

^'vnlu  rg  it  situated  about  eight  mika  from  the  capital,  prtly 
behind  Table  Mountain,  and  is  a  beantiftil  Wlhigo,  and  cele- 
brated as  a  healthy  and  agreeable  place  of  resort  for  Indian 
visitors.  A  railrojid  having  been  recently  opentd  Utween  Cape 
Town  aiui  ^Vynberg»  caliiu^  at  the  iuii  run  i,:.,;^  {il.^oi^.  every 
f.inl  !y  afforded  for  a  couiitiy  rcaidcua:  to  panics  whose 
chitl  dulu  8  are  in  ihe  city. 

After  leaving  Wynbt-ryT,  ihr  r^^td  3»uun  Im  cimih  >  iuito  ilreary. 
t)ri  ill'  r; 'hi  we  have  a  r:irt-r  of  rugged  niounlains,  at  the  foot 
of  whii-li  irr  situated  a  few  scattered  iismis,  and  on  the  left  a 
Tast  saudy  plain,  on  which  may  be  aeeo  nceasionil  palchca  of 
cnltif  atioo,  with  hen  and  than  a  poor  labounr*a  ooit^ga*  X» 
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the  right  we  Dotice  in  the  disiance  Constantia,  a  small  dietrict 
celebrated  for  the  quality  of  its  wine.  After  travelling  a  dtstaiwe 
of  aUout  fifteen  miles  from  Cape  Town»  we  reach  Jthe  sea*shore, 
at  the  top  of  False  Bay,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  peninsula. 
Along  this  shore,  with  the  waves  dashing  up  among  the  roeks» 
the  road  leads  to  Simon's  To\vn,  which  may  be  seen  in  the  dis- 
tance, tlirou^^li  Knlk  Bay,  u  straggling  marine  village,  and  a 
fashionable  little  watering-place. 

Siinoii's  Town  is  a  lively  bustling  little  place,  situated  in  an 
amphitheatre  of  ni^^ged  mouiitaius,  with  very  little  land  avail- 
able for  cultivation.  It  coutains  some  good  buildings,  the  most 
proinii]ciit  of  which  is  the  Wealeyan  cliapel,  which  stands  in  a 
conspicuous  situation  on  an  eminence  above  the  town.  This 
place  derives  its  chief  im])ortance  from  its  military  and  naval 
establishments,  including  the  Government  dockyards,  and  from 
the  bay,  which  affords  a  secure  harbour  for  shipping  in  ail 
weathers. 

Malmabury  is  a  pleasant  village  about  forty  miles  from  Cape 
Town,  in  the  direct  road  to  Namaqualand,  and  gives  its  name 
to  an  electonl  division,  which  comprises  a  large  agrieultoral 
district,  iududing  ZwarUand,  Saldanha  Bay,  and  the  villages  of 
Picketberg,  Uopefield,  and  Darling. 

Stellenbosch  is  an  ancient  and  important  agricultural  town 
nearly  thirty  miles  from  Cape  Town.  It  is  pleasantly  situated 
on  the  north  bank  of  tlie  llcrste  river,  at  the  head  of  a  beautiful 
and  fertile  valley.  The  streets  are  strai«;hi,  and  intersect  each 
othrr  at  right  angles.  Most  of  the  hun>('s  a:c  bnilt  after  the 
old  i)uteh  style  of  architcctiire,  with  highly  ornamented  gables 
and  thatched  roots:  they  are  ntMrtheless  substantial  and 
respectable  in  their  appearance.  A  stream  of  pure  wr.tcr  runs 
along  each  side  of  the  principal  street «=,  which  are  also  lined  witU 
rows  of  oak  trees,  which  atiord  a  refreshing  shade  in  the  sum* 
mer  season,  and  add  much  to  the  Ix  auty  of  the  place.  The 
only  other  places  of  consequence  in  the  Stellenbosch  division 
are  Somerset  (West),  about  thirty  miles  from  Cape  Town,  on  the 
high  road  to  Port  Elizabeth  and  Fransehe-Hoek,  at  the  foot  of 
a  range  of  stupendous  mountains. 

Paarl  is  a  scattered  district  or  hamlet,  rather  than  a  village^ 
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iliir^-«ig1il  miles  from  Gtpe  Town ;  bni  it  is  a  pitoe  of  exquisite 
rural  beraty.  The  dwelling-bouses  stand  at  a  distanee  from 
each  other,  alMg  an  extensive  plain  at  the  foot  of  a  notintatn. 
The  intervals  are  occupied  by  gardens  and  vin^ards,  which  |^va 
to  the  neif^bbonrhood  a  ebarminj^  prospect,  when  seen  from  a 
distance.  The  Paari  Dtfision  includes  the  Tillnge  of  Wellin^- 
ton,  nhoiit  seven  miles  further,  to  which  n  railway  has  been 
opened  I'rom  Cape  'l  own,  alionliiif?  great  facilities  for  travcliiug 
to  these  and  thr-  intervening  placis. 
»  Worccst<T  is  nil  important  iiilnnil  njrrii'ultnnil  town,  atniut 
eighty  miles  from  the  Cape,  ;hi(1  i^  :ijij)io;ielie(i  thron^^h  a  "tti- 
penfioM^  mountain  pn««<,  rnlletl  Gain's  Kloof,  in  hoiuv.ir  of  t!>e 
engineer  who  constructed  the  rond.  This  phice  is  the  centre  of 
a  populous  district  comprised  in  the  electoral  division  of  Wor- 
cester, including  the  rural  villages  of  Tulbagh  and  Ceres. 

Calcdon  is  a  pleasant  little  town,  situated  behind  the  (rst 
mountain  range  from  the  Cape,  and  about  seventy  mites  fiym 
the  capital  of  the  colony.  It  gives  its  name  to  an  elettonsl 
division,  which  indndea  an  extensive  tiad  of  vndnlating 
eountiy,  with  the  interesting;  villages  of  Bredasdoq>,  Kapietf 
dorp,  EKm,  VflUersdorp,  and  Gnadendd. 

Swellendam  is  an  ancient  inbind  colonial  town,  founded  in 
on  the  high  road  to  the  north-eastern  frontier,  and  aboni 
one  bundled  and  forty  miles  from  Gspe  Town.  It  is  the  eentn 
of  an  important  and  populous  agricultund  electoral  division,  to 
which  it  ^'ives  it«  nnnse,  crabraciuL;  nianv  lar,--  farms,  and  the 
rising  \il!a<:e<  of  Heidelberg,  Eivcnsdalc,  Kobcrt»uu,  Liuiv^muh, 
and  Montague. 

Geonre  is  tlie  nume  of  a  strnjr~itiiL:  viUasre  and  eliL^t<^ral 
division,  at  iil  twrthfr  awf^v  in  thr  iiitt  rior,  aHont  two  liniilred 
and  ninety  mi!f»«  from  ('a|>c  Town,  wliirli  iin^  traversed  m  iheir 
entire  length  by  the  highway  to  the  frontier.  Thi^  t1i\t5irvn 
includes  also  the  villages  of  Oudlsboorn,  Aliwal  (South),  Md- 
viUe,  and  Belviderr. 

Beaufort  (West)  is  a  new  and  rising  viliage,  in  a  wild  and 
lemoCe  dbtrict  near  the  Orange  River,  thrro  hundivd  and  thirty 
miles  from  Cape  Town*  and  gives  its  name  to  an  dcctoral 
diviaioii,  which  indndea  an  immense  tract  of  cowitiy  not  wdt 
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adapted  for  iigriculiural  jiurposcs,  but  suitable  for  sli(^p  farms, 
of  which  there  are  a  ^reat  nuniber.  This  division  includes  also 
the  villages  of  Frazerburg,  Prince  All)ert,  and  Victoria. 

Clnnwilliam  is  th(;  most  extensive  division  in  the  WeRtern 
Province,  embracing;  tlie  whole  reLrion  of  Little  Naroaqualaiid, 
as  far  as  the  Orange  Kiver.  The  village  which  gives  its  name 
to  this  division,  is  situated  in  a  romaotic  valley  in  the  Cedar 
Mountains,  and  is  the  place  of  residence  of  the  Civil  Com- 
missioner, whose  jurisdiction  extends  to  tlie  villages  of  Calvinia, 
Xhamiesberg*  and  Springbok  Fontein. 

This  topographtcal  survey  would  have  been  much  more 
minute  and  fall  in  its  descriptions,  had  our  limits  admitted  of 
amplification ;  but,  brief  and  imperfect  as  it  is,  it  may  serve  to 
give  some  idea  of  the  character  of  Southern  Africa  as  a  comury» 
and  be  of  service  where  reference  is  made  to  different  localities 
in  the  course  of  our  Missionary  nornitive. 


CHAPTER  IL 

NATIVX  TiUiiES  AXl)  COLO.NISTS. 

DiscovKftT  of  tho  Cape— EarfyHistoiy— Settled  by  the  Patch— Taken  by 
the  EngTish — HorrxNTOTB—Tbeir  Origin — Charaoter — ^LangoDge — 
Bashmen— NaoMqatt^KorannM— Griqnti — Other  eoloand  Peraons^ 
Kafpibs — Thrir  Appearance — Drens —  Occupatiou — Food — Supersti- 
tions— Langnege — Different  Tribes — Amakosas — Amazulas — Bechu- 
anas— Damara''— Nkorofs — Their    I  list  on— Character — MxiJiYS — 

« 

Their  Orif^iii— PiTSonnl  Appcaninrc — Dress-  od — -NiimbtTs  -  Rili- 
gion— European  CoLOKlsrs—  Dutch —  JiJoglish— Scotch—Irish— 
French — German. 

Thb  extensive  and  interesting  conntry,  which  has  just  passed 
litifler  review,  and  which  is  known  by  the  general  name,  of 
Suiitlierii  AfVioa,  is  iiiliabited  by  people  belons^ing  to  various 
nations  and  trilx-s,  of  diilLTcnt  &liadcs  of  complexion,  and  speak- 
ing diifurent  languages.    Some  of  these  may  be  regarded  as 
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aborigiaes,  propevlj  so  called,  whilst  mmy  more  have  ooom 
firom  distant  rpgions,  settled  in  the  counliy,  and  adopted  it  as 
their  home.  Perhaps  the  most  iatdUgent  and  correct  viev  of 
the  character  and  circumsUnees  of  the  popnlatioii  will  be 
obtained  by  a  glance  at  the  manner  in  which  this  portion  of  the 
globe  first  became  known  to  the  civilized  world*  and  the  coarse 
which  events  have  taken  from  that  time  to  the  present,  so  far 
as  they  affect  the  ooauition  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  discovery  of  the  Cnpc  of  Gowl  Hope  is,  bv  general  con- 
sent, awarded  lo  Bartholomew  Diaz,  .1  iuitive  ul  1'<mUi-;i1,  \\\nj 
flourished  m  tiie  latltr  part  of  the  fourteenth  cfuiui  v.  I  h  * 
cnterprisjing  vu\a^'  r,  liavin;^  beta  romniisMuued  by  bis  ^ovr- 
rritin,  Jolin  II.,  lo  Mrk  lor  a  luantiinf  pa(>sA<^  to  luJia, 
i  jiibaiNi  (1  on  liis  ]•(  nlous  projs  ct  in  t\ie  year  14*^0.  AUer 
tracing  upwards  of  two  thousand  railes  of  the  unkuown  western 
coast,  lie  cnnie  in  sight  of  the  bold  promonton*  since  dc>signated 
**  Table  Mountain,"  and  which  forms  the  tcroiiiuition  of  the 
vast  continent  of  Africa  iu  Ibi^^  direction.  Here  he  was  over- 
taken by  a  violent  tempest,  which  for  tlie  present  obttmcted  his 
further  progress ;  and,  having  named  the  peninsula  which  ho 
had  discovered  the  "  Cape  of  Storms,*'  he  returned  to  his  own 
country,  supposing  he  had  reached  the  almost  limits  of  practical 
navigation  to  the  southward.  The  King  of  Portugal,  however, 
was  more  sanguine  in  his  views ;  and  anticipating  ^till  further 
succe:is,  he  changed  the  name  of  the  great  southern  promonton, 
discovered  by  DiaE,  to  thst  of  the  Cape  of  Good  1  loi)c.*'  He^ 
inoreo\cr,  coinmi^sioned  the  na\igalor  to  proceed  on  a  »pcond 
voy€i«;e  of  discoverv,  with  a  \iiru  lo  explore  the  unknown 
re<;ictt^  IwfU'iid  ;  but  on  sliis  occasion  l)i«/.  uit't  with  j,uaUr 
di-a>t<  rs,  and  ultimately  found  a  waierv  irrnve  not  far  from  thtt 
pbiie  where  he  was  obliged  to  relin(|ji>ii  his  tiist  cntt  r])rise. 

About  ten  years  afterwards  the  ctU  brated  Gann  employed 
in  u  similar  service  by  his  enterprising  Sovenigu  Emanuel  If., 
wh<  n  he  .Huec5eedcd  in  doubling  the  Cape;  and  on  his  niurn 
rrported  the  re^tdt  to  the  King,  who  immediatclv  dispatchid 
Other  ships,  for  the  purpo&e  of  eiamining  mote  minutely  a  plaoa 
«hit  h  appeared  of  such  great  importance  in  its  relation  lo  iudia. 
On  their  arrival*  they  eaasa  to  anchor  in  Table  iky,  near  to 
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Bobin  Island  ;  and  the  sailors  lowered  their  bonts,  and  went  on 
sliore,  where  they  found  a  banen  countrv,  inhabited  bv  wander- 
inp^  tribes  of  Hottentots,  who  were  liring  in  a  state  of  extreme 
barbarism. 

Although  these  early  voyages  of  the  Portuguese  were  generally 
undertaken  with  a  professed  regard  for  God  and  religion,  the 
holy  sacrament  being  frequently  administered  to  the  sailors,  and 
wooden  crosses  erected  with  great  pomp  where  they  landed,  it 
is  lamentable  to  find  that  in  their  generd  proceedings  and  treat- 
ment of  the  natives  their  oondnct  was  anythin;^  but  Christian. 
On  one  occasion,  wlion  the  Portuguese  were  on  shore  at  the 
Cnpe  with  the  native?,  a  pair  of  buckles,  worn  by  one  of  the 
sailors,  attrnctcd  the  attention  of  the  sava'^es.  A  dispute 
ensued,  which  endr'd  in  a  serious  qiiarrrl,  and  a  mn?saore  of 
seventy-five  persons,  amon;^  whom  were  Franciseus  do  Almyda, 
deputy  Kin^  of  Portn?nl.  niul  two  of  liis  Cajitaius,  who  were 
shot  with  poisoned  arrows.  Some  time  afterwards  a  party  of 
Portup^ese  landed  at  the  same  place,  and  knowing  that  the 
Hottentots  were  fond  of  shining  ornaments,  they  took  on  shore 
with  them  a  beautiful  brass  cannon,  professedly  as  a  present  for 
the  Chief.  To  the  cannon,  which  was  loaded  with  musket  balls, 
were  attached  a  couple  of  ropes,  that  the  naliTes  might  drag  it 
away  to  their  "great  place."  Not  aware  that  this  beautiful 
shining  object  was  an  instrument  of  destruction,  they  readily 
took  hold  of  the  ropes,  and  when  they  were  all  in  a  line  with 
the  mouth  of  the  gun,  a  person  previously  appointed  for  the 
purpose  fired  it  off,  when  a  number  of  poor  hapless  people  were 
hurried  into  eternity,  whilst  the  few  who  escaped  fled  to  the 
mountains  in  astonishment  and  dismay. 

Although  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  tirst  discovered  by  the 
Portuguese,  it  does  not  appear  that  they  formed  any  permanent 
settlement  there  ;  but  merely  used  it  as  a  convenient  place  of 
call  and  refreshment  for  their  vessels  when  on  their  way  to  and 
from  India.  Tt  seems  also  to  hnve  hecn  net  asionally  u^'ed  by 
the  English  for  the  same  purpose,  inscriptions  having?  been  found 
cut  in  the  trees  and  rocks  with  the  respective  dates  of  IGOi, 
mo,  and  1622. 

In  the  year  1652,  the  Dutch  East  India  CompiDj  took  formal 
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possession  of  this  part  ot  bouth  Africa.  The  first  Goreroor 
was  Jan  Van  Biebeek,  a  man  of  singular  ability  and  grimiM 

'   piety.    As  might  be  expected,  under  siicli  a  leader,  every  pubHe 
prooeediDg  in  connexion  with  the  estaUIiabmcnt  of  tbe  oota^ 
was  tancUfied  by  the  word  of  God  and  pnyer.    The  memory  of 
thii  fsood  nan  it  aiiU  hetd  in  high  ettoem  by  the  inhabilanls  ; 
and  hit  portxait  adonis  the  8Ud*bnis,  or  Town  Hall,  in  Capo 
Town.  At  an  early  period  of  the  leltleaicnt  the  edcfainled 
eat  tie  was  ended,  as  well  as  several  houses  on  tbe  maigia  of 
Table  Bay.   The  number  of  oolonisU  was  inencased  from  limo 
to  time  by  the  arrival  of  emigrants  from  HoUand ;  and  allboi^ 
quite  circumscribed  in  its  limits,  tbe  oobny  etgoycd  a  coniidaF 
able  measure  of  prosperity  for  several  years. 

fn  1795,  tlic  Cjipc  of  (juod  Hope  wjis  ciipturcd  by  tbe 
British,  \un\vT  Sir  Jamrs  Onis^;  and,  iu  the  month  of  May, 
1707,  l.ord  ALirnrtiuy  iirrivtd  Iroiu  Knjrland  to  tiike  chj^nje  of 
the  government,  lu  1SU2,  the  rolouy  was  rrstond  to  ihe 
Dutch,  at  the  peace  of  Arnicas;  but,  ou  tlic  hrfukiii:;  out  of 
wnr  Ai^ain,  in  I  'sUS,  it  was  ru-takcn  by  tbe  Kngtish.  tinder  Sir 
David  Baird.  Since  this  period  it  has  continue<l  in  our  possessioSa 
and  hns  gradually  advanced  to  its  present  sUte  of  prosperity. 

The  boundaries  of  the  Cape  Colony  have  varied  eonstdetably 
at  different  periods.  At  first  they  embraced  only  a  very  tmal 
quantity  of  land  in  tbe  immediale  vieinity  of  tbe  eapital,  an 
far  as  Salt  fiivcr  s  bnt  now  the  territoiy  elaimed  by  the  Britisk 
Government  ettenda  from  tbe  extreme  point  of  tbe  peniosdn 
to  the  Orange  Biver,  aa  stnted  in  a  former  chapter,  a  distsnaa 
of  sit  hundred  miles  on  tbe  Weitem  Coast,  and  to  the 
Keitkamma  river,  an  equal  distanee  on  tbe  Eaitcm  Coast, 
yond  these  limits  lie  Brituh  Ksffraria,  recently  annnetl  to  the 
Cop«  Colony,  the  Colony  of  Natd,  the  Oranjjc  Frer  Slate,  tbe 
Trnusvaal  Kepubiic,  Kathrland,  ]!ii'-iitiil;md,  (ilnqiiahiMd,  N»- 
iDiiqualaud,  and  Baniaralaial,  .i?<  l)ncflv  dc^^-nlw  j  m  the  bit 
rlinptrr.  We  now  jirort  id  to  jxive  sonu-  ni-oniut  of  iiirfHop!e 
1  idnibitini;  lh« -««  rfiuntru  «.  as  pr«  paratory  to  a  iiarrali\i-  i^f  die 
:;>t'niiii  ^>i><rji  l>i(ti   itiloptcd   tu  pi^suiiuie  liirir  tipinttial 

interests,  and  to  rni^e  them  to  n  liigber  slate  of  civilisation,  as 

\  WcU  M  of  soctai  shd  moral  exeeUcncy. 
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Diversiiied  as  ai*c  the  inhabitants  of  Sonthem  Africa,  ibcy 
may  all  with  propriety  be  classified  under  the  following  general 
beads,  namely: — Hottentots,  Kaffirs,  Negroes,  Malays^  and 
European  settlers, 

HOTTENTOTS. 

Tlie  real  aborigines  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  are  undoubt- 
edly the  deeply  degraded  race  called  Hotlentots,  whose  origin 
and  early  history  are  involved  in  mneh  obscurity.  Some  African 
travellers  and  ethnologists  have  expressed  the  opinion  that, 

from  the  resemblance  of  this  singular  section  of  the  human  race, 
in  complexion  and  iealurea,  to  the  Chinese  auJ.  the  ancient 
Egyptians,  they  must  all  have  liad  one  common  origin  and 
home;  and  that  the  progenitors  of  the  Hottentot  race  must,  at 
a  remote  period,  have  come  from  the  valley  of  the  Nile,  and,  by 
dci^rees,  have  travelled  the  whole  len£;th  of  the  continent.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  tlierc  is  no  doubt  but  this  tribe  of  Africans,  like 
many  others,  has  undergone  considerable  change  since  the  ooun* 
try  was  first  visited  by  Europeans. 

The  Hottentots  of  the  Cape  arc  generally  short  and  slender 
in  their  persons,  of  yellowish  complexion,  high  cheek-bones, 
abort  forehead,  and  wooUy  hair,  thinly  growing  in  abort  knobs, 
and  scarcely  covering  the  head.  In  disposition  they  are  mild 
and  timid ;  and,  although  deeply  d^pided,  thej  are  not  by 
any  means  so  stupid  as  some  have  represented  them  to  be. 
They  possess  a  tolerable  share  of  native  talent,  but  they  lack 
•energy  to  call  it  into  action.  They  are  proverbially  indolent  s 
•and,  in  their  natural  state,  eating  and  sleeping  appear  to  be  the 
objects  of  their  highest  ambition.  They  are,  nevertheless,  easily 
trained  to  any  kind  of  liuht  laljour  and  domestic  duties.  They 
make  excellent  shepherds  and  house  servants,  and  arc  very 
4i3eful  to  the  farmers,  amongst  whom  they  chiefly  reside.  When 
brou^^ht  under  the  influence  of  religion,  they  are  readily  im- 
pressed with  the  truth ;  and  we  have  known  many  of  them  who 
have  not  only  spoken  the  English  or  Dutcli  lanj^uage  with 
fluency,  but  have  learned  to  reail  the  Scriptures  for  themselves, 
to  pray  to  God,  and  to  worship  in  His  sanctuary  with  a  solemnity 
and  decorum  wbicli  might  put  to  shame  many  professing  Chris- 


Digrtizetfby  Google 


448 


TAXI  III.— TBB  CAPl  OF  GOOD  HOFB. 


tians  of  other  lands,  who  live  in  the  liahitual  nec:lcct  of  the?** 
sacred  dutie?.  A  few  nlso  from  aaion;^  tliosc  poor  outr;i5t» 
have  been  raised  to  the  higher  work  of  preacbiog  the  Gotpdi  to 
their  fellov-oouQtrymen. 

There  arc  now  Tcry  few  real  Hottentots  renuUDiilg at  the  Cape. 
They  have,  to  a  contidernble  extent,  become  amalganiated  with 
other  native  hordes,  or  with  the  descendants  of  the  original  Dutch 
settlers,  and  form  distinct  chnacs  of  people  yet  to  be  deacribed. 
The  few  who  still  continue  unmixed  with  other  tribes  are  to  be 
found  in  small  detached  settlements*  far  from  the  abodes  oT 
ciTiltsed  men,  at  the  respective  Mission  Stations,  or  in  the  ser* 
Yioe  of  the  Dutch  Boers.  Perhaps,  properly  speaking,  the  wan* 
dering  tribes  of  Bushmen  found  in  the  interior  are  almost  the 
only  remaining  representatives  of  the  original  unmixed  Hot- 
tentot race.  Tlu  sc  are  o  it;iinly  tin  most  abje*H  and  miserable 
specimen*  of  huinanity  that  wo  v\cv  beheld,  in  any  country 
Thev  are  «-xiremt;lv  dimiiiutivf  of  ''taiiirr, — ^-onic  of  tueai  >t  '.rnU 
iui;  not  more  than  thrt^  or  four  U-rt  \\\i:h, — an<l  remnrVnlily  tlr.n 
and  hn^irnrtl  in  tin  ir  apjx  araiux'j.  I  liry  wander  nt>oul  hi  ibe 
desert,  destitute  of  clothing,  save  a  piece  of  sheejwLin  thrown 
round  the  waist,  with  their  bow»»  nud  poisoned  arrows  stuck  in 
the  hair  of  their  heads;  and  obtain  a  miserable  subsistenor  from 
the  unoertain  produce  of  the  chase,  roots  which  tb^  dig  up, 
and  the  larrs  of  ants»  with  an  occasional  treat  of  locusts  and 
wild  bonejr.  Bushmen  never  enltivate  the  ground ;  neitber  di» 
tbej  poseesi  cattle,  unless  we  make  an  eioeption  in  none  oases 
wbeiu  a  few  goats  may  be  kept. 

The  Hottentot  language  is  n  atiange  gibberish,  and  tcij 
difieult  for  an  European  to  learn,  nnleas  he  is  aeeustoined  to 
bear  it  horn  his  bhildhcod.  Almost  nil  the  mono^rllablca,  and 
the  leading  syllables  in  compound  words,  are  thrown  out  of  the 
mouth  with  a  sudden  retrneiion  of  the  tonjoie  from  the  trrlh  to 
the  palate,  and  souiul  nul  uiilikc  ilu*  clat-kin^  uf  a  hta  with  her 
chickens.  These  strnnj^  riuks  arr,  nevrrthcless,  ritrii^^Tti 
nceordinsT  to  rule,  and  mii*t  (  rrur  ;it  the  proper  pUc«f,  or  ihe 
sense  of  the  wonl  i«  entin  Iv  ?.;>or.i  li.  r^iffietdt  as  thi«  Innguage 
is,  it  hn«,  llotwllh^tali(ll^_^  In  vti  n'lUuTil  a  gramniut iral  fs^rm 
by  the  Itfissionanci.   booie  portions  of  Saipture  have  been 
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tnnslated  inta  It,  and  tbe  Gospel  lias  been  preached  to  tliia 

degraded  people,  in  some  places,  in  their  own  tonijue. 

The  Naranquas,  who  occupy  a  large  tract  of  country  already 
described,  are  evidently  a  branch  of  the  Hottentot  lauiily. 
Having;  for  generations  past  come  in  contact  and,  to  some 
extent,  intermixed  with  other  tribes  of  men,  they  now  appear 
much  superior  to  tlic  parent  race  from  which  they  have  descended. 
Thry  posse??  the  same  general  complexion,  cast  of  countenance, 
and  outline  of  feature  ;  but  arc  taller,  and  more  independent  in 
their  bearing.  The  Namaqnas  resident  within  the  Cape  Colony 
ha?e  generally  become  civilized.   They  cultivate  the  ground,  , 
possp«!s  herds  of  cattle,  waggons,  and  horses ;  and,  in  the  know* 
ledge  of  letterSi  and  other  branches  of  general  infomiation, 
they  have,  in  some  inatanoes,  got  in  advance  of  their  neighbonn» 
the  Dutch  Boers,  as  wiU  be  seen  when  we  come  to  speak  oC 
Mission  stations  established  among  them.   In  Great  Namaqna- 
landf  beyond  the  colonial  boundary,  the  people  areless  advanced, 
inasmuch  as  they  have  not  been  favoured  with  the  same  piivi* 
leges,  and  occupy  a  couutty  where  i^culture  is  almost  out  of 
the  question.  They,  nevertheless,  own  extensive  herds  of  cattle, 
and  waggons,  with  which  they  move  about  from  place  to  place, 
as  the  state  of  tlie  pastures  and  the  seasons  recjuire.  This 
interesting  peo])le  are  diuded  into  numerous  petty  tribes,  under 
the  leadership  of  separate  Chiefs  or  Captains,  and  wUl  come 
under  our  notice  again  in  the  course  of  our  narrative. 

The  Korannas,  anotlu  r  branch  of  the  Hottentot  family, 
resemble  the  Naraaquas  in  the  leading  features  of  their  cha- 
racter and  condition,  and  therefore  do  not  call  for  a  separate 
description  to  any  great  extent.  They  live  in  small  detached 
tribes,  under  separate  petty  Chiefs,  in  the  same  manner  as  their 
neighbours  ;  and  wander  about  with  flocks  and  herds  over  an 
extensive  tract  of  country,  lying  between  Oriqualand  on  the 
east,  and  Namaqnaland  on  the  west.  It  is  a  very  easy  matter 
with  these  people  to  remove  a  town  or  a  village ;  for  they  can 
take  to  pieces  their  spiral-shaped  huts,  made  of  sticks  and  mets^ 
in  a  few  minutes,  pack  them  on  the  backs  of  their  oxen,  with 
their  other  goods  and  chattds^  and  mardi  off  to  their  next 
cneampment.  Their  cultivation  is  limited  almost  entirely  to 
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the  native  tobacco  plant,  with  sometimes  a  little  maiic%  pump- 
kins, or  melons;  and  ihey  subsist  chiefly  upon  the  milk  of  ihcir 
flocks,  with  an  occasional  feast  of  animal  food  taken  from  the 
fold  or  prooured  by  tha  chase.  Mj  tend,  George  Thomptoc^ 
Esq.,  who  traTellcd  among  the  Kommit  many  yean  afo,  tktm 
€lescribes  a  party  of  them  whom  he  saw  : — They  were  mlse« 
rnble-looking  beings,  emaciated  and  lank,  with  the  withered 
•kin  hanging  in  ibhia  on  their  sides ;  whilo  a  belt  bound  tight 
mnd  their  bodiai  indicatad  that  thij  wem  suffering  lika 
myadf,  from  long  privatioii  of  food.  I  atterapted  lo  wukt 
them  understand  by  signs  that  I  waa  in  want  of  pnnniiooa,  and 
wonld  gladly  purdiaae  aoma;  but  they  replied  in  a  language 
which  could  not  be  nuaundeiatood  by  ahakiiif  their  heads*  and 
pointing  to  the  girdk  o//amm§  tied  round  their  atoniadit." 

The  Griquas  are  a  mixed  race  of  Hottentot  descent  on  the 
mother's  siilc,  whiUi  tlu  v  claim  iwitirn.n  iLlationship  originally 
to  the  l)nt  li  Hocrs.  They  an.-  ;i  numerous  nnd  res^jjc^rtjiblc 
tribe  of  ii.itivcs,  aiui  oceupy  aii  rxlon>iv(*  tract  of  ecuativ  jtloiiij 
the  norihcra  bank  of  I  lie  Ornn;;r  Kivi  r,  under  their  own  mde- 
penflent  Chiefs,  l  iider  the  in^truelmns  of  the  Mnsionaries, 
the  Ciriqun*  have  risen  to  a  pleasing  btnte  of  civilixntiou  ;  and 
aome  of  the  most  intelligent  and  wealthy  among  them  own 
good  fanna  and  extensire  herds  and  tkx  U.  A  similar  dasa  oi 
people  are  found  in  various  parts  of  tha  oolony,  di»})er9ed 
among  the  fanners,  known  bj  tha  wwouUi  naOMof  *'Bastarda»** 
a  aeparate  description  of  whom  ia  nnneeeasaiy. 

In  addition  to  the  different  tribea  of  paople  aheadj  me^ 
tinned  as  being  in  aome  ncaanre  of  Hottaniot  deaeoit,  we  hava 
in  tha  ookmtal  towna  and  nllagea  a  number  of  eolound  peraoM^ 
many  of  whom  are  inteUigaot  and  truly  n^peotabla.  TVy 
follow  Tarioua  branchaa  of  trade*  and  are  uaeiul  mcmheiaof 
aivil  society.  Thoaa  who  are  brought  under  tia  inioenea  of 
religion,  are  tfenerally  Tery  aetife  in  the  cause  of  the  ficdccmcr, 
and  ai  l  uacfui  Uiciubcrs  of  Uiilirt.iit  branches  of  the  Christtan 
Cuurdu 

The  okaM  ILafik  it  somewhat  vagua  and  indafiaiu  ia  ita  aif* 
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nifieation.  It  timply  means  infidel,'*  or  '*  imbelieYer ;  *'  and  in 
Mohammedan  countries  is  applied  exdnsiveiy  to  ail  who  an 
not  Mnsanlmans.  In  relalaon  to  A£^,  however,  the  term  has 

become  applicable  of  late  years  to  a  numerous  and  powerful  race  / 
ol  people  inhabiting  the  soulli-eastern  cuast.  Very  little  is 
Jviiuwn  of  the  ovi^iu  aiid  early  iiiaiory  ot  iias  people.  It  is 
generally  admitted,  however,  that  the  country  which  they  now 
occupy  has  not  been  their  home  for  many  generations,  and  that 
they  must  liave  oiiginally  come  from  the  nortliu  ard.  I'hey  are 
much  superior  in  tueir  personal  a])pearanec,  and  in  their  mental 
qualities,  to  most  of  the  other  Airicau  tribes.  They  are  tlius 
described  bj  the  traveller  Barrow,  "  There  is  perhaps  not  any 
nation  under  heaven  that  cau  produce  so  line  a  race  of  men  as 
the  JbLattirs.  They  are  tall,  stout,  muscular,  well-made,  elegant 
figures.  Their  oountenanee  is  ever  indicative  of  cheerfulness 
and  contentment.  Their  skin,  which  verges  towards  black,  and 
their  short  onily  hair,  are  rubbed  over  with  a  solution  of  red  ^ 
ochre,  which  produces  an  appearance  far  from  diaagreeable.** 
The  persons  of  the  women  are  not  so  handsome.  Accustomed 
to  field  labour,  as  well  as  to  domestic  drudgery,  the  ladies  are 
masculine  and  robust  in  their  appearance,  and  generally  of 
short  stature,,  as  compared  with  their  lords.  The  colour  of 
their  eyes  is  sparkling  jet,  \vhil5i  their  teeth  arc  pearly  whito 
and  remarkably  regular.  AiLliuugli  the  Kaliir  is  of  similar 
complexion  to  the  Negro,  he  has  neither  the  thick  lips  nor  the 
flat  nose  whieli  distiu^uiah  the  uihabitauts  of  the  higher  regions 
of  the  contineiit. 

The  carosse,  or  mantle  of  tanned  &kins,  is  the  chief  article  of 
dress  used  by  both  sexes  among  the  Kaffirs.  That  of  the 
females  is  distinguished  by  a  thong  of  leather  suspended  from 
the  shoulder,  and  loaded  with  ornaments  of  various  kinds.  In 
addition  to  the  carosse,  the  females  wear  a  kind  of  petticoat 
made  of  leather,  and  a  small  apron  fringed  with  beads.  Indeed, 
th^  are  passionately  fond  of  ornaments  of  all  kinds;  and  we 
have  seen  ti)em  literally  loaded  with  beads  of  various  sizes  and 
colour.  They  also  use  buttons,  buckles,  iron  and  copper  rings, 
for  the  same  purpose.  The  Kaffir  Chief  wears  a  oaiosse  of 
tiger,  or  more  properly  speaking,  leopard  skin,  a  kind  of 
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garb  wWch  no  person  of  inferior  mnk  is  allowed  to  nssnroe. 
Ill  addition  to  tliis  mnrk  of  royjiUy,  he  cnrries.  or  h:i«  rnrrlod 
before  him,  an  elepliaui's  tail,  which  is  cquivali^nt  to  the  r<>v\| 
sceptre  in  more  civilizerl  countrip««.  Lilce  most  of  thr  other 
■native  trilics  of  Soutli  Afrirn,  the  Knllirs  live  in  (oT:ue<\  of 
sticks,  and  made  nater-l!'_rht  \\'<fh  vM^h  matting,  in  shape  reseSK 
bling  beehives,  and  easily  moved  from  place  plnre. 

As  they  occupy  a  couDtcy  whicb  is  bettf  r  adapted  for  agii* 
cultural  porpOMt  than  many  other  parts  of  Southern  Africa, 
tbe  Kaffin  paj  more  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  toii 
than  most  other  native  tribes.  Whilst  the  men  and  boys  are 
engaged  In  attending  to  the  cattle,  the  women  and  girls  bnild 
the  bnt8»  enltivate  the  ground,  manufactnre  earthen  pots,  and  eon* 
struct  baskets  of  the  cjpms  grass.  They  plant  most  eitemtvelj- 
the  Kaffir  com,  wbteb  is  a  spedes  of  millet»  also  maise,  kidney 
beans,  pumpkins,  Indian  com,  and  water  melons.  The  native 
mode  of  preparing  the  gronnd  for  seed,  hj  the  nse  of  a  woodeo 
hoc,  is  very  rude  and  simple ;  but  of  late  years  many  improve- 
fljcuts  have  been  introduced  by  the  Missionaries.  When  they 
first  beheld  the  plough  in  operation,  they  jrnied  .it  each  other 
with  t'lank  a5touiiliiiu:5it.  At  length  an  oid  Chief,  rrrovcrin^ 
«rom  his  nmnzement,  broke  the  siltMicc  hy  fxHnimin?  with 
oclijcht,  "  S.  e  how  the  thin:,'  t'ar-  up  I  he  ground  with  its 
mouth  :  it  i-*  cf  more  vriluc  tliaii  tive  wive«  I" 

Xh»'  food  of  the  Knthrs,  and  their  mode  of  Uvinsf,  is  very 
nmple.  They  wldom  take  more  than  two  meals  a  day.  Theea 
consist  diiefly  of  boiled  com  and  milk,  with  slight  modifications 
•eoordtng  to  dreunstaneea.  They  seldom  eat  animal  food» 
eioept  on  the  occasions  of  great  festivals :  then  they  cooswne 
an  enonaons  qnanttty,  and  abandon  themaelvea  to  a  life  of 
diasipatton  §ar  sevend  days  together.  Kaffir  beer  is  made 
with  an  infoaion  of  millet  which  haa  nndetgone  a  icgnlflr 
pioom  of  diying,  grinding,  boiling,  and  fermenting,  some* 
what  after  the  plan  of  preparing  malt  in  dviliaed  conntfin^ 
and  is  very  intoxicating.  Tobneeo  and  andf  aie  in  higli 
estimation ;  the  former  they  smoke  tmt  of  a  highly  finished 
woodtij  pipe,  and  the  latter  they  convey  to  their  diitewied 
nostrils,  uoi  with  the  Cu^er  aud  lUuu^b,  uUicU  iUcy  would 
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^onaider  vulgar,  but  with  a  small  iioaor  ivoiy  spoon,  which  thiey 
cany  Biudc  in  their  hair  for  the  purpose. 

Those  who  hare  been  moat  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
wiout  Kaffir  tribes,  have  not  discovered  among  them  anj 
iraees  of  a  religions  system,  properly  so  called,  either  idolatrous 
or  otherwise,  or  anything  deserving  the  name  of  religions  rites 
'Or  ceremonies.  The  nearest  approach  to  it  is  tiie  practioe  of 
throwing,  each  person,  a  stone  to  certain  heaps  which  they  pass 
when  on  a  jonmey;  but  this  appears  to  be  done  either  in 
memory  of  the  dead,  or  with  a  superstitious  notion  of  securing 
safety  while  travelling.  Circumcision  is  universally  pracLised  ; 
but  no  religious  idea  is  associated  with  the  ceremony.  They 
have  a  vague  notion  of  a  feuprerae  Bein«^,  v/hom  they  call 
Uhlang:a  or  Utixo,  and  of  a  future  state  of  being,  but  no  notion 
of  rewards  or  punishments.  They  believe  in  witchcrnft  ;  and  the 
rain-makers  and  witch-doctors  drive  a  very  proHtabie  trade 
nmong  their  deluded  fellow-countrymen. 

This  brief  description  of  the  appearance,  and  manners,  and 
customs  of  the  Kaflirs  will  generally  apply  to  the  bold  and  war^ 
like  people  which  bear  thai  name.  But  it  must  be  remembered 
that  they  eziBt  in  a  great  variety  of  tribes,  under  their  par»» 
mount  and  petty  Chiefs,  scattered  over  a  vast  extent  of  country, 
although  they  speak  the  same  language,  in  dialects  with  shades 
4)f  difference  one  ftom  the  other.  We  already  have  some  know- 
ledge of  the  following  tribes :  namely,  the  Amakosa  *  Kaffirs, 
including  the  minor  tribes  of  Oaika,  Slambie,  Gonubi,  and 
some  others  living  in  British  Kaffraria ;  Amagaleka,  beyond  the 
Great  Kei ;  Amatembu,  or  Tambookies,  in  Kafiirland  proper ; 
Aniaponda,  between  the  liashec  and  the  Umzimculu  ;  Ama- 
baxa,  north  and  east  oi  the  latter;  Amalunga,  in  Natal,  aud  oa 
thenoilluTn  border;  Amazulu,  east  of  Natal ;  Amazwasi,  near 
Delagoa  Bay  ;  Amatabile,  south  of  the  Zambezi,  under  Mosdi- 
katse ;  Amalengu,  or  Fmgoes,  once  livinf^;  in  a  state  ol  slaviry 
^mong  the  other  Kaffir  tribes,  but  freed  by  the  British,  and 
now  living  in  locations  provided  for  them  in  the  Cape  Colony. 
In  addition  to  these  there  are  other  tribes  of  natives  in  South 
Aficica  of  kindred  character,  and  which  might  oome  under  the 

•  The  prefix  Asm  Hgniitci  *'peo$ls'' or  ■'tribe.*' 
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general  head  of  Kaffirs,  bat  which,  nmrtbeleia,  ha^e  soM 
Bhades  of  difference,  and  seem  to  nqmra  a  brief  separate  notioap 

Weielvrtii  the  tribea  which  apeak  the  Sechuana  hmjciiaga^ 
uhlch  differs  eanaiderably  fnm  the  KalBr  proper,  althoa|(h 
nay  periiape  be  traced  to  the  aane  origio.  This  daas  indndea 
the  Baantoa,  Dorth*west  of  the  Maloti  mountains ;  the  Bedinaoaa, 
north  of  the  Orange  Bifer ;  and  the  Batdaps,  Bamnngwataai 
Bakweins,  Malcolola,  &c.,  north  and  west  of  the  Boer  BcpnbHe^ 
and  the  Yaal  and  Orange  KiYers.  The  most  poweifnl  of  theso 
tribes  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Cape  Colony,  is  the  Basutus, 
under  the  paramount  ChWf  Mosliesli.  These  {)i'<>|)lc  have  made 
OODsidemble  progress  iu  the  arta  of  civilized  life,  under  the 
direction  of  tlifir  issionaries  ;  and  the  old  Chief  biaisK.!;'  is  a 
remarkahlf  instance  of  native  talriit,  shrewdne**.  nnd  ff^TMcitT. 
The  Bn<iutus  will  cjivc  to  the  world  nn  intt-n-stiiiL:  *I'i  (Miu  :i  of 
the  ability  of  the  African  for  sclf-^ovennuent  and  adTancvnir  ni 
in  dvilization,  if  they  be  protected,  and  not  crushed  bj  their 
neighbours  of  &trer  complttiou. 

The  Damaras  and  Orampos,  to  the  north  of  Great  Xnmaqua- 
Und,  form  another  branch  of  this  extensife  hmih  of  Soath 
African  tribea.  These  people  apedc  a  hmgnageaoniewhat  different 
to  those  already  mentioned;  aiid  jet  It  is  no  donbt  traceable  to 
the  same  fountain. 

NX6R0SS. 

Many  of  the  natire  tribes  of  Sontb  AfHoa  already  ncntioaod 

are  of  jet  black  eompU'xion  ;  and  some  of  them,  as  the  Damaras, 
for  in'.tancc.  whose  home  is  in  the  far  north,  p;'S'k**s  other 
feature*  whicij  <!istin{niish  the  Xc^to  cliarrtcter.  A  ff;r  itidi* 
vidunU  from  ihc^e  remote  T*^i'>ns  find  their  w.iy  tu  the  <\vp« 
Colony  in  thp  m^rvyrv  of  African  trader*^,  and  never  return. 
l?nt  in  addition  to  tlie^-  there  arc  a  consiileraMi-  nurnhff  'if  reil 
Ne^oes  and  their  de«i^'n<iants  rosid^^'ot  at  the  ('aju-.  nlin  h,-\vo 
been  rescued  from  slavers  by  British  men-of-war,  whilst  cniisiog 
chiefly  off  the  eastern  coast,  in  the  Motambique  Channel.  The*e 
Hheiated  Africans  have  been  bronght  to  the  Ospe  at  differeil 
tiMat,  and  have  fonnd  caiplcjaient  as  domestic  serranls,  fisbM^ 
neB»  and  fteld  labomn^  k  which  eapacitaea  tkayhavo  heM 
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?ery  usefal  to  the  communitv.  T^^y  nre  now  found  dispersed 
over  Yarious  parts  of  the  colony,  and  many  of  them  have  been 
brought  under  religious  influences,  and  hare  become  sober  and 
industrious  citizens. 

HALAT8. 

In  addition  to  tht^  various  tribes  of  natives  and  other  coloured 
inhabiUiats  of  the  Cape  Colony  already  mentioned,  there  is  a  nu- 
merous class  of  peo[)le  called  Malays.  Their  orii^in  is  to  be  traced 
to  an  early  period  of  the  possession  of  the  colony  by  the  Dutch. 
The  Cape  being  a  convenient  place  of  call  in  voyages  between 
Europe  and  India,  a  few  Dutch  settlers  arrived  there  from, 
Batavia  as  early  as  1652,  bring;lng  their  Malay  servants  with, 
them.  Slavery  bad  existed  for  some  time  previously  at  Java ; 
but  it  is  said  that  most  of  the  natives  of  the  east  who  were  first 
brought  to  South  Africa  came  as  free  servants,  and  were  regis* 
tered  as  slaves  on  their  arrival  at  the  Cape.  Be  this  as  it  may* 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  number  of  Mdays  was  subsequently 
increased  by  additional  importations  at  various  times,  and  under 
various  circumstances.  Government  documents  of  1710  record 
the  introduction  of  convicts  from  Java  and  Ceylon,  and  the 
names  of  a  number  of  persons  arc  g^ven  who  were  employed  on 
tliL  public  works,  under  sentence  of  banishiucut,  some  of  whom 
were  afterwards  pardoned,  and  interiuixrd  with  this  class  of 
the  inhabitants.  In  1725,  several  Chiefs  of  Java  were  banished 
to  the  Cape,  as  a  punishment  for  the  part  they  had  taken  in  a 
grand  conspiracy  for  destroying  Dutch  douiiuion  by  the  slaut^htcr 
of  every  Christian  in  the  island.  A^ain,  in  1737,  and  in  1749, 
a  number  of  Malays  of  distinction  were  sentenced  to  exile,  and 
brought  to  the  colony  as  state  prisoners.*   In  the  year  ISiil,  a 

• 

*  One  of  tbeie  was  regardod  as  an  eminent  saint,  and  to  him  some  won* 
derAd  miracles  were  ottriboted*  Amongst  other  snpemstorsl  feats^  he  is  said 
to  ham  lanred  from  destmettoik  the  erew  and  psisengers  of  the  sUp  whidi 
conveyed  him  to  Africa,  by  converting  the  sea  water  into  pure  water,  when 
the  ship's  sDpply  of  the  latter  was  ezhansted.  This  distinguished  pers  mingo 
was  buried  oa  his  owa  estate  near  Stcllcnhosch,  now  the  property  of  Mr. 
Cloete  of  Sand  fleet ;  and  his  Tniiusolcnm,  wlrlch  is  re^'ardcd  with  veneration, 
and  kept  iu  good  repair,  is  visited  as  a  shrine  by  multitudes  o!  Malay 
pilgrims  from  various  parts  of  the  country. 
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number  of  distinguUhed  Arabs  from  the  i&laud  of  Joaiuia,  ia 
the  Mozambique  Channel,  visited  the  colony,  ?ome  of  whom 
adopted  lik'  country  as  their  future  home,  beinj;  kindly  ri  tn  ivt  d 
by  their  bn  ilireii  of  the  same  religious  faith»and  uiliinatdjf 
amalgamated  with  them. 

From  all  these  aotirceft,  with  the  oocasional  arrifal  of  Maloy 
slaves  with  their  masters  from  the  east,  the  present  race  of 
Malays  has  sprung ;  and  being  all  rigid  Mohammedans,  they 
Have  readily  amalgamated,  and  form  a  distinct  class  of  peofile, 
notwilhaianding  the  shades  of  diflerence  in  their  national  origiB. 
A.  large  proportion  of  them  were  in  a  state  of  bondage^  in 
common  with  many  other  blaek  and  ooloiired  inhabitants  of  thn 
Cape  Colony,  till  the  general  emandpation  thronghont  the 
British  empin ,  ia  18S4,  when  they  were  all  made  Iree.  K  mtj 
ttw  of  the  modern  Malays  are  the  children  of  Java-bom  parents, 
the  greater  proportion  of  them  having  descended  from  pappnts 
bora  iu  the  colony.  There  arc  a  few  -lies  who  pridu  them- 
selves in  bciii:;  Malay -Arabian  in  tlieir  ilesceiit,  ulukt  scvcLml 
more  of  tli<-  present  (^eneratiou  are  the  immediate  offspring  of 
iemah-  sh.\f  s  :uul  l>uich  masters. 

In  pi'iMJual  ;ippeaniiice  the  Cape  Malays  (lifl«  r  fn^m  any 
other  class  of  iniiabitants.  They  are  generally  ot  middle 
atatore,  nnd  of  slight  but  siaewy  frame ;  their  eyes  are  small 
and  sparkling;  their  hair  black  and  silky;  their  featniea  m 
alightly  oompressed,  but  expressive,  whilst  the  face  is  som^ 
what  elongated,  and  oYal<-ahaped,  The  complexion  vnriea  InMB 
a  jeUow  or  light  brown,  to  a  deep  olive.  The  men  cut  doae 
the  hair  of  the  head,  bnt  allow  the  monstache  and  beard  to 
grow,  trimming  the  latter  into  a  peenliar  peaked  form.  The 
headnirett  of  the  Malay  man  is  a  small,  elosely«tied  tnrfanB  of 
crimaoB  oloth ;  his  other  eorering,  a  neck^searf,  a  vest  of  gi^ 
eoloors,  a  long  jacket,  and  wide  troosera.  Out  of  doom  ka 
wears  a  hat  of  pyramidal  shape,  made  of  the  palm-leafed  grass, 
over  bis  rap  of  crimson.  Some  of  the  Priests,  and  all  who 
have  achieved  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  aflect  an  oriental  dress, 
-^cashmere  whawls,  massy  lurlians,  and  long  flowincr  robcs  uf 
priiitr  d  C' -! Ill  ur  j»iik.  riie  wouit  rj  wi  ar  llau  hair  in  Inessea, 
wmch  arc  iou^,  blacky  and  glosv) ;  brushed  biick  from  the 


Digrtized  by  Google 


CHAP,  II. — ^■ATiV£  liilBES  AND  COLONISTS.  467 

iempks,  and  fastened  behind  the  head  by  a  lai^ge  gold  or 
silver  bodkin.  Their  dress,  which  on  gala  days  is  of  silk  or 
other  expensive  material,  (but  ordinarily  of  cotton,)  diifers 
from  that  of  European  females,  in  having  a  short  body  or 
spencer  of  a  different  oobur  from  the  wide  skirt,  to  which  it 
is  attached.  They  never  wear  bonnets,  hats,  or  other  covering 
for  their  heads,  nor  does  a  vestige  of  the  eastern  custom  of 
veiling  remain  with  them.  In  choice  of  colours  and  airange- 
nicut  llity  often  display  coiibitlt  r;iljle  taste,  and  iipprcciation  of 
eflect ;  their  well  chosen  and  aomewhat  showy  atlire  adding 
a  charm  to  their  personal  graces.  Their  figures  are  generuiiy 
good,  and  their  features  not  devoid  of  comeliness. 

The  food  of  the  J^lalays  consists  cliielly  of  fish  and  rice,  and 
occasionally  of  liesh,  meat,  and  diil'erent  kinds  of  vegetables. 
Of  pork,  however,  they  dare  not  partake,  nor  yet  of  any 
animal  which  has  not  been  killed  by  a  Priest,  who,  in  slaughter- 
ing, performs  a  certain  ceremony,  which  is  considered  of  great 
importance  by  the  people.  Every  butcher  in  Cape  Town  is 
obliged  to  keep  a  Malay  Priest  in  his  pay,  who  comes  daily  to 
the  shambles  to  attend  to  this  dnty,  or  he  would  not  be  able  to 
sell  any  meat  to  this  class  of  the  community. 

As  no  distinction  is  made  between  this  and  other  dasses  of 
coloured  persons,  when  the  census  is  taken,  we  cannot  state  the 
certain  number  of  Malays  which  there  are  in  the  Cape  Colony ; 
but  from  a  careful  calculation  we  think  they  cannot  be 
fewer  than  ten  thousand  ;  seven  thousand  of  whom  may  reside 
in  Cape  Town,  wlnlst  the  remainder  are  scattered  abroad,  in 
different  towns  and  Milage:?,  chiefly  of  the  Western  i'iovincc. 
The  Malays  are  indusirious  and  thrifty  in  their  habits;  and 
many  of  them  have  acquu-ed  considerable  property  by  dint  of 
persevering  ellorts.  Tlu-y  make  good  mechanics,  coachmen, 
gardeners,  and  fishermen ;  and  we  have  generally  found  them 
civil  and  respectful  when  in  our  employ. 

Although  strict  Mohammedans,  polygamy  is  not  generally 
practised  by  them.  They  abstain  Irom  the  use  of  wine  aud 
spirituous  liquors,  but  are  fond  of  trips  of  pleasure  into  the 
countiy ;  and  it  is  a  pleasant  sight  on  a  Monday  to  see  waggon 
loads  of  men,  women,  and  children  driving  off  for  a  holiday. 


it 
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In  Cape  Town,  Claremont,  and  some  oiln  r  places,  mosques  or 
places  of  worship  have  been  erected,  where  the  Malays  attend 
for  service  in  considerable  numbers,  on  Fridays,  and  on  iJkat 
festivab.  The  Priests  who  officiate  on  these  oecaskms  am 
generally  mora  or  leas  acqnatnted  with  Arabic,  and  chant  their 
prayers  and  portions  of  the  Alkoran  with  considerable  fluency* 
Th^  ara  very  far  from  htmg  nnited  in  their  Tiews  and  cflbrta* 
howmr,  being  dinded  into  five  different  sects,  which  ragard 
each  other  with  feelings  of  bitter  jealottay.  With  a  view  to 
vnite  and  further  instmci  the  Mohammedans  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  in  the  doctrines  of  Islamism,  the  Ottoman  Govem- 
m^nt  sPTit  out,  a  few  years  aa:o.  a  distinguished  KirciiJi  from 
Con^talitinop1o,  named  Ahou  Bpker ;  but  liis  mission  has 
hitherto  brrti  npjinroiit'y  fruit !o>>,  sovoral  of  the  Pripst* 
renistinc^  hi^  .-mthority  with  the  utmost  pertinacity,  even  to 
the  extent  oi  action'*  ;it  Inu". 

It  has  ot'ten  been  mnttt  r  of  rerret  to  stmnsft^rs  vt!«!ttna:  the 
Cape,  to  see  80  little  direct  edort  put  forth  by  ChriMian 
Ministen  and  people  for  the  conversion  of  the  Malays  of  Capo 
Town ;  bnt  the  fact  is,  that  far  more  has  been  d  nr.  nnd  is  nov 
being  done,  than  mere  visitors  are  aware  of.  Distinct  and 
separate  Missions  have  repeatedly  been  organized  for  their 
special  benefit;  but  they  hate  inniiably  been  met  with  tho 
most  determined  resistance  and  oppontion,  by  both  Friesta  and 
people,  till  they  have  been  necessarily  rdinqnished.  Ser cnl  of 
the  Missionaries  and  philanthropists  of  the  Cape  have  come  to 
the  conclusion,  alter  many  yearn*  eiperienee,  that  the  beat  mcana 
of  benefitting  the  ^falays,  and  winning  them  over  to  the  faith 
and  practice  of  Chri^tianitT,  are  those  which  are  raost  private, 
silent,  and  quiet  in  tlutr  operation,  as  Mission  srhooU, 
Christian  Vitidti'  --s,  inciiKMit.il  ronvrrsation.  and  holy  living. 
Tbesie  unnns  wr  liavc  known  to  lie  very  l>'-nf»r»cial,  and  hare 
witnf*««f'il  jM>me  intrrf»«tln7  iii«tancrs  *^f  rnnv.'r-!'>n  from  Um 
ranks  of  the  false  prophet  to  the  faith  of  the  Gospel.* 

•  r«ir  furt?!rr  in'^rrrJittrin  in  Tr^rrnfr  to  tfiV*  :  t':,!<'r>-:'''n;  ftfoftte.  tee  m 
alilr  painyihlt  t  ))>•  J.ihti  S  >t^tM'i.  tUq.,  of  Minrikrtler,  on  "The  MaIjv*  of 
Ca|[>e  Tu«n.  ^  uth  VfncA,  Utuig  the  rr*nlt  of  5r'?«iirf4  mvl*  bv  bim  vhea 
oa  a  visit  u*  the  i  apr  of  Good  Uopr,  in  the  jicor  ld>4|  utica  tiw  vriUr 
had  tiM  plimtire  o(  kit  perMOHj  aoqaiiotaQoe. 
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WmOYEkV  COLONISTS. 

We  now  come  to  notice  that  portion  of  tlie  population 
of  the  Cape  Colony  which  is  of  fairer  complexion,  and 
^vho3e  origin  is  to  be  traced  to  the  north :  thev  or 
their  ancestors  having'  at  difTerent  periods  emig:rntefl 
from  thr  varimis  countries  of  Europe,  anfl  made  this  their 
adopted  country.  The  first  cln=5s  of  "  pale-faced  stran2::crs 
who  visited  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  perma- 
nent settlement  were  the  Dutch.  The  Portup^uese  had  been 
there  before,  but  they  soon  took  their  departure.  About  the 
middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  the  Bntch  took  formal 
possession  of  the  country,  from  which  period,  notwithstanding 
the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  form  of  govern- 
ment, thqr  have  been  the  most  numerous  class  of  European 
colonists.  They  are  to  be  found  In  every  part  of  Southern 
Africa;  but  more  especially  in  the  Trans-Vaal  Eepnblic,  in  the- 
Orange  Free  State,  and  in  the  Western  Province  of  the  Cape 
Gdony,  where  then*  language  prevails  to  a  considerable  extent 
among  all  classes  of  the  community.  The  favourite  occupation 
of  the  Dutch  is  fiirminir :  many  of  them,  havinjj  obtained  sprants 
of  extensive  tracts  of  land  at  an  early  period,  \Ylicn  it  was  con- 
sidered of  little  value,  have  become  rpiite  wealthy,  and  live  in 
the  midst  of  plenty,  after  their  rude  fashion.  The  Dutch 
**  Boers,"  as  the  farmers  arc  invariably  called,  are  remarkable 
for  their  hospitality  to  stran^rs,  if  favourably  impressed  with 
their  eharacter,  and  the  o])jcct  of  their  visit.  In  order  tr> 
arrive  at  a  right  conclusion  on  these  points,  they  scan  the 
traveller  with  a  keen  eye  as  he  approaches  their  dweUinp;s ; 
and,  before  he  has  time  to  alight  from  hi«)  horse  or  vehicle,  the 
patriarch  of  the  family  generally  proposes  to  him  three  import- 
ant questions  at  one  breath,  which  he  is  expected  to  answer 
withont  equivocation ;  namely.  '*  im  u?**  "  Woar  km 
%  fan  iaant^*  Waar  ga  u?**  That  is,  in  plain  English, 
*•  Who  are  you  ?"  "  Where  do  yon  come  from  ?  '*  "  Where  are  yon 
going  ?  "  If  the  answer  to  these  queries  is  satisfactory,  the 
finrmer  says,  "JToM  hUum**  that  is,  "Come  In,'*  and  from 
lieneeforth  the  traveller  Is  heartily  wdeome.  Beside  the  Boers 
who  reside  in  the  interior,  and  in  the  rural  districts,  there  ar» 
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a  number  of  Dutch  gentlemen  to  be  foatitl  in  the  towns  and 
Tillages  of  the  Cape  Cokmj  who  oconpy  pfooBtneni  pontioaa  as 
Uinisten,  physidana,  lawyers,  goveraoent  offioeia,  and  mer* 
chants  I  and  onr  intoroonrse  with  many  of  them  is  leaemberal 
with  pkasnre. 

Sinee  the  Cape  Colony  became  a  permanent  appendagg  to  thn 
British  erown  at  an  eariy  period  of  the  present  eentuiy,  the 
number  of  English  settlers  has  been  efery  year  inarssing  bnl 
the  largest  accession  to  this  class  of  colonists  wns  made  in  the 

year  1S20,  wlicn  sevcnil  thousuu'ls  nrrived  ui  liic  comv-^  of  a 
few  iDuuliiS,  ;int]  were  located  in  Aluaa}  and  other  part>  of  th« 
Eastern  rrovincc.  That  large  importation  of  the  British  ele.uciit, 
>vitli  b\ibse(jucnL  emigration  on  a  smaller  anil  more  gradual 
has  rendered  South-Knstern  Africa  more  Kiiglish  in  its  character 
than  my  other  portion  of  the  great  continent,  in  llu  stores 
of  Port  fUizabeth  and  Graham*8  Town,  and  onmany  of  tiie  Ursa 
in  the  rural  districts  of  the  eastern  frontier,  the  English  trafelkr 
might  almost  imsgine  himself  back  again  in  his  own  country. 
An<l  of  late  years  the  English  element  in  Cape  Town  and  ila 
vieinily  has  rapidly  increased ;  so  thai  ewywheic  the  Eaglisk 
language  is  d^  spoken,  and  our  conntiymenave  found  ooenpyt- 
ing  efcry  poasible  position  in  thn  social  sealsslnmi  the  Gofenmr 
of  the  eokmy  to  the  meanest  artisan* 

Theie  are  also  at  the  Ospe,  as  in  most  of  the  colonies  of  Ho 
Britbh  empire,  a  considerable  number  of  Scotch  and  IriA 
settlers,  located  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  who  are  noted 
for  their  industrious  and  thrifty  habits.  The  largest  number  of 
eitlur  of  these  l'la^st•s  of  roloiuiU  »bicij  Ikih  vwr  .inivtil  alone 
Imic  \v;i«  the  ^cotlish  pariv  of  British  st  lllt  r'«,  wiio  came  out  m 
1S20  under  Mr.  Pringle,  Uk-  rriehriiied  poet  oi  >>m[\i  Africa. 
The«e  settled  at  a  place  r?i!!ed  Glen  Kyden,  and,  »ithou^-ii  tiieir 
dtM"tndanls  lucmic  soattcrni  in  atlrr  vr;ir8,  thev  and  ihetT 
enlerprumg  countrymen  who  have  emigrated  at  different  times 
form  an  important  part  of  the  European  oommnni^  of  the  Qtf 
Colony. 

In  addition  to  the  various  classes  of  inhabitants  alresdv  msi* 
tioiied»  we  have  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Uope  a  oonsidonihle  nian» 
b«of  Frenehy  Gtimansi  and  other  peaoBabelciiginf  to  diAml 
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oantiiiental  nationa,  a  particular  description  of  ^vliom  is  not 
necessniy.  At  an  early  period  of  the  histoiy  of  the  Cape  Colony, 
on  tbe  reroeation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  a  number  of  French 
ftoteatant  refugees  emigrated  to  South  Africa,  that  thcj  might 
have  the  pririlqpe  of  worahipping  God  according  to  the  dictates 
of  their  own  oonsdenoe.  These  were  located  by  the  Dutch 
Goremment  in  a  fertile  valley  called  Franadie  Hoek,  or  "  French 
Comer/'  a  spot  which  we  remember  we)!,  and  which  has  been 
rendered  additionally  interesting  by  one  of  the  beantilul  sonnets 
of  the  poet  Pringle.  The5«  early  Frencli  set  tlers  addicted  them- 
selves to  the  cultivatiou  of  the  vine,  for  which  the  clim.ite  and 
the  soil  were  found  congenial.  Their  desncudants  have  become, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  amalgamated  witli  the  Dutch  portion 
of  the  eonnnunity ;  but  the  Frenrli  clciiKMit  of  society  has 
been  replenished  by  more  recent  arrivals  from  Europe  at  diii'er- 
ent  times. 

At  the  close  of  the  Crimean  war,  when  the  German  legions 
were  disbanded,  a  larp^e  number  of  the  soldiers  accepted  an  offer 
which  was  made  to  them  of  a  free  passage  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  grants  of  Und  on  the  eastern  frontier,  to  be  held  on 
condition  of  militaiy  service  rendered  for  the  defence  of  the 
colony.  Although  the  settlement  of  these  Germans  does  not 
appear  to  haTC  answered  its  intended  purpose,  the  people  haying 
become  mucli  scattered,  it  added  largely  to  this  particular  portion 
of  the  European  population,  and  furnished  a  number  of  indus- 
trious artisans  at  a  time  when  they  were  much  required. 

Thus  diversifie.l  m  national  origin,  coraplcxion,  lanii;iinge,  and 
circumstances,  is  the  population  of  Southern  Africa,  both  native 
and  European,  upon  whose  temporal  and  eternal  interests  the 
labours  of  the  Missionary  and  philanthropist  arc  broui(lit  to 
bear.  Surely  a  more  important  and  iiiT( k  stinL,'  fu  Id  of  enter- 
prise cannot  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

From  the  perusal  of  the  following  chapters  the  reader  will  be 
able  to  form  some  idea  of  whnt  has  already  been  done  to  supply 
the  spiritual  necessities  of  the  inhabitants  of  Southern  Africa, 
and  of  what  still  remains  to  be  done  in  order  to  make  adequate 
provision  for  their  religions  instruction. 
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CHAP m  III. 

WESLEY  AN  IflSSlOKS. 

Bbitisu  Settlers — Kev.  "William  Shaw — Stations  in  Albouy— KafRr  Mission 
— Bcchiiana  Mission — Cape  of  Good  Hope  Dbtricl — llcv.  Barnabas 
Shaw — Liille  NaninqtialtitKi  .Mi?>^iuu — Rev.  E.  Edwards — Missionary 
Journeys — ^Progrcaa  ui  the  vvuik  at  Kbamiesberg — Great  Is^amaqoalaad 
Mission — Rev,  W.  Tlirclfall — Jacob  Links — Jobaooes  Ja^ — Mi»- 
sioDary  Mortyn — Ezecation  of  the  Murderer— Dumt  Hkiioii— Cape 
Town  ind  nngliliouriug  Stetioni — Uar,  JL  SaowdiD— Bar.  T.  Ju 
Hodgton* 

At  nn  early  period  of  the  colonial  history  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  the  wretched  cotulition  of  the  native  tribes,  and 
the  spiritual  deatitution  of  the  European  settlers,  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  friends  of  Missions ;  and  it  is  a  pleasing  fact 
that,  at  the  present  time,  a  larger  number  of  Missionary  ageofta 
are  employed  in  Southern  Africa  than  in  any  other  portion  of 
the  globe  of  the  same  extent.  As  in  many  other  instances,  so  in 
this,  tlie  Moravians  had  the  honour  of  being  first  in  the  field, 
the  Rev.  George  Schmidt  having  gone  out  as  early  as  1737; 
and,  iJOtvvith:>landini;  many  interrupliuns  at  ilrst,  their  humble 
and  unnssuming  labours  have  been  made  a  irreat  bkssiiig  to  the 
HoltcHtots  and  other  native  tribes  among  wiium  their  Missions 
have  been  jihuited.  Their  first  station  was  Geuadeudal,  (tlie 
Vale  of  Grace,)  about  one  hundred  miles  from  Cape  Town,  where 
a  large  pear  tree  is  still  shown,  said  tohave  been  planted  by  the 
Missionary  jnst  named.  In  1799,  the  eccentric  but  zealous  Du 
Yanderkemp  commenced  his  labours  in  Kafiirland,  in  the  serviea 
of  the  London  Missionary  Society;  and,  in  after  years,  he  was 
followed  by  a  host  of  Missionaries  from  the  same  institution, 
who  laid  the  foundation  of  a  great  and  good  woric  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  which  has  continued  to  prosper  to  the  pre* 
sent  time.  It  was  not  until  the  year  1814  that  the  VTeslqfan 
Missionary  Society  was  in  a  position  to  take  its  share  in  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAP.  lU. — ^WISLSYAK  MISSIOKS. 


463 


efADgelization  of  Southern  Africa ;  but  since  that  period  it  has 
been  second  to  none  in  the  zealous  and  successful  prosecution 
of  the  gieat  and  glorious  work.  More  recently  the  great  field 
has  been  entered  by  the  agents  of  the  Scottish,  Khenish,  BeriiDt 
Paris,  and  Hamburg  Missionaiy  ' Societies,  nil  of  whom  have 
laboored  with  more  or  less  success,  whilst  the  English  and  Dutch 
Befonned  Chorches  have  awaked  np  and  manifested  a  degtee  of 
earnestness  in  the  diffusion  of  the  Gospel  unknown  in  fonner 
times.  But,  notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  these  multiplied 
ngencies,  there  is  a  loud  call  for  mudi  more  being  done  before 
the  elalms  of  this  vast  continent  can  be  fiilly  met. 

In  giving  a  brief  historical  sketch  of  the  labours  of  the  Wcs- 
leyan  Missionary  Society  in  Southern  Africa,  it  may  be  con- 
venient to  begin  with  the  Labtcni  rrovmce  of  the  Cape  Colony, 
and  the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  civilize  tlie  Kaffir  hordes 
inhabiting  the  south-eastern  coast,  although  these  were  not  the 
portions  of  the  field  first  occupied  by  its  agents. 

In  the  year  1820,  a  plan  having  been  lonned  by  the  British 
Government  to  send  out  about  four  thousand  English  emigrants, 
to  occupy  an  extensive  country  north  of  Algoa  I5ay,  the  Bev* 
Williani  Shaw,  with  Mrs.  Shaw,  embarked  with  a  party  of  Wes« 
leyans,  Mr.  Shaw  having  been  appointed  as  their  Chaplain  or 
Minister,  according  to  a  previous  arrangement.  The  aettlen 
had  many  difficulties  to  contend  vrith  at  an  early  period  of  their 
African  experience,  from  unpropitious  seasons,  the  failure  of  tlieir 
crops,  and  other  disappointments,  in  all  of  which  their  fidthfiil 
Pastor  shared  with  them  without  complaint,  being  in  labours  more 
abundant  to  supply  them  with  the  bread  of  life.  The  fixat  two 
or  three  years  of  Mr.  Shaw's  ministerial  life  in  Southern  Africa 
tvere  spent  chiefly  in  itinerating,  visiting,  and  preaching  among 
the  British  settlers  at  their  respective  loeations  in  Upper  and 
Lower  Albany ;  and  he  was  favoured  to  realize  a  pleasing  mea- 
sure of  success.  These  unwearied  tilorts  resulted  in  the  forma- 
tion of  stations,  societies,  and  Sunday  schools,  and  the  erection 
of  substantial  chnpels  in  Graham's  Town,  Port  Elizabeth,  Salem, 
Bathurst,  and  oilier  places ;  and  tlius  the  fouiuiation  was  laid, 
broad  and  deep,  of  a  woric  in  the  Eastern  Province  of  the  Cape 
Colony,  which  has  been  growing  and  apanding  ever  ainoe. 
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In  after  years,  iriterestini^  and  prosperous  Mission  Stat  lout 
were  etUbliibed  nt  THtenha^e,  Fort  Beaufort,  lleald  Town» 
Pcddic,  Somenet  (East),  Neirton  Dale,  Annshaw,  Kin^j  Wil» 
Iimu's  Town,  and  other  places,  into  the  history  of  wbieii  w* 
oinnol  here  enter.  On  the  retnm  to  Englwid  of  the  Her.  W. 
8hnw»  for  tbe  seeond  time.  In  1S68,  lie  wae  enooeeded  in  hie 
office  as  Chairmen  and  General  Sopcrintendent  bj  the  Be?.  W. 
Impey,  who  stiU  worthily  fills  that  hoooorable  poaitioii.  Th» 
Gniham'a  Town  Diitriet  now  nnnbera  AM^-ene  Mmtmmim^ 

and  nearly  four  tkaoiand  dkarek  wm^en,  two  ikmmmi  tcMan, 

and  nineteen  thousand  aifendanU  on  public  worship. 

Considering  the  cliarartcr  of  Methodism,  and  the  nohle  nature 
of  her  pioneer  Missionary  lo  South- Eastern  Africa,  we  art*  not 
mrprised  to  learn  that,  from  his  first  Inndini;  on  Uie  »hures  of 
that  far-off  country,  Mr.  Sha\v'»  heart  yearneti  over  the  dcgradeil 
natives  wilh  whom  he  camo  in  rontaet ;  and  he  neffh'ctrd  uo 
opportunity  which  presented  itself  of  in<trnetiii:^  tl-.c  1  iotteiitotf, 
half-castes,  and  other  coloured  persons  who  resided  in  the  nei^^h- 
bomrbood  of  the  respective  stations  wbidi  he  occupied.  But 
this  could  not  satisfy  n  Ix  irt  so  lar^,  and  a  zeal  ao  ardettt» 
whilst  tens  of  thousands  of  dirk  nighted  K.affirs  were  dweitinK 
in  the  reppons  of  the  shadow  of  death,  without  any  adequrae  pro- 
Tiaion  being  made  for  their  ipiritoal  neoeasitiea.  At  kni^th  the 
IhvoQrable  time  eame  when  all  waa  qniet  and  peaee  on  the  Arontier, 
and  when,  with  the  aanotion  of  theMiaaionaiy  Commitlee  and  tbo 
Colonial  Gfirernment,  the  Htnionaiy  made  his  fot  tonr  of  obaer> 
fation  into  KaiBiland,  prepaiatory  to  the  formation  of  the  '*  fiiai 
linkm  a  chain  of  stations*'  along  theextenaife  ooast  on  which  ha 
had  aet  his  heart  from  the  bnnoning.  In  these  earir  effoita  to 
benefit  Kaffraria,  Mr.  Shaw  was  nobly  aidetl  hv  Mr.  William 
bhcp>totie,  wiio  was  raised  \\\^  from  amor::  ihe  I'-ritish  s*'ttler*, 
and  called  not  only  to  pn\ach  the  Ga»pel  to  hi-*  oa  u  cjuiii.r\iii^a 
in  the  land  of  ilu  ir  ndojitioii,  lujt  also  lo  prot'laitii  the  glad  tid- 
ings of  valvalioii  to  the  untutored  Ki?^r^  in  the  r«**j:t'>n  !><  \»^:hi. 

The  Misiion  in  harint*  b f  n  reinforecd  by  lue  ^frival 

of  the  Kef^.  S.  Kay  from  England,  Mr.  6bii\v  Iffl  that  stahoti 
in  obafga  of  hia  ooUeagMb  ^  xrmofed  to  Kaffraria  with  hia 
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family  in  November,  1S23.  Having  fixed  upon  a  suitable 
locality  for  a  Mission  village  in  the  tenitoiy  of  the  paramouut 
Chief  Gaika,  and  near  to  the  residencse  of  Pato,  he  proceeded 
to  establish  the  first  station,  which  was  called  VVesleyville,  in 
honoar  of  the  founder  of  Methodism.  Many  changes  have 
taken  place  in  Kaffirland  since  ibis  humble  oommencement  of 
the  good  work ;  but  Wesleyrille  still  continues  to  be  an  impor- 
tant station ;  and  it  has,  no  doubt,  been  the  spiritnid  birthplace 
of  many  precious  souls. 

In  the  year  1825,  the  second  station  in  Kaffirland  was  com- 
menoed  by  Mr.  Kay,  the  Bev.  Samuel  Toung  and  the  Bev.  W* 
J.  Ba^is  having  arrived  from  England  to  occupy  the  colonial 
Circuit.  This  new  establishment  received  the  appropriate  name 
of  Mount  Coke.  This  station  luis  also  had  to  pass  through 
various  vicissitudes,  and  to  be  removed  to  u  ijcttcr  site,  the  first 
locality  iiaving  been  louud  unsuitaliif;  t Vr  the  purposes  of  the 
Mission.  At  an  early  period  this  Mission  rose  to  a  pleasing 
state  of  prosperity  under  the  judicious  manai^onieut  oftlu'  Rev. 
S.  Young  ;  and  after  it  had  been  desolated  by  the  iCatJir  war, 
it  was  recommenced  by  the  Rt  v.  W.  Tmpey.  For  many  years 
past  Mount  Coke  has  been  honoured  by  being  the  site  of  the 
Mission  printing  establishment,  under  the  able  superintendence 
of  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Appieyard. 

The  third  Wesleyan  Mission  station  in  Kaffirland  was  com- 
menced in  1827,  with  the  Chief  Hintza,  by  the  Bev.  W.  J. 
Shrewsbury,  who  went  ont  to  Southern  Africa  after  his  return 
from  the  West  Indies.  This  establishment  was  called  Batter- 
worth,  in  memory  of  the  honoured  Treasurer  of  the  Society. 
It  has  been  repeatedly  destroyed  in  the  Kaffir  wars;  but  it  has 
always  been  rebuilt  afterwards,  and  has  proved  a  great  blessing 
to  the  people. 

In  1829,  another  step  in  advance  was  taken  by  the  com-  • 

mencement,  by  the  Rev.  W,  Shcpstone,  of  the  fourth  Kaffir 
Mission,  called  Morley.  This  Mission  was  to  a  peculiar  tribe 
of  people  under  a  Chief  caUed  Dapa.  From  their  compara- 
tively light  complexion  and  sharp  features,  as  well  as  from  the 
traditions  preserved  among  them,  they  appear  to  have  descended 
from  some  survivors  of  the  ship    Grosvonor/*  which  was 
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wrecked  on  this  part  of  the  coast  of  Kafltrlnnd,  about  the  year 
1745.  D;ij)a's  mother  \v;is  snid  lu  have  been  a  white  unmau 
of  this  parly  ;  but  no  very  uUisfactorv  accouut  couhi  tvt  r  cvU 
lectcd  on  the  spot  concerning  this  ."singular  iucuii  ut.  In  tho 
f stablifchintjnt  of  this  station,  Mr.  Sht-pstonc  was  a^M^^tcd  by 
'Sli.  Kobinson,  n  pious  young  I-nglishman,  who  was  killed  by 
the  sudden  fall  of  a  tree  which  he  was  telling  for  timber  tor  the 
Mission  buildings.  In  1665,  it  was  fouud  necessar}*  to  remove 
Ibis  station  to  another  site,  the  former  plioe  hafiug  proved  very 
unhenlthy.  New  Morley  is  situated  on  a  ridge  in  Um  otatn 
of  n  fertile  valley,  with  a  splendid  protpect  in  tiftry  dinction. 

Thc^i  station  in  Kaffiriand  was  oomnenoed  by  tbe  llev, 
R.  Haddj,  in  1830»  and  waa  caUed  Ckrkebnrj,  in  honoor  of 
the  Iflvncd  Divine  and  Commentator.  It  ia  a  lematkable  cif- 
cumatanoe  that  the  only  two  Eoiopeana  employed  on  our  Um- 
aiont  in  Kaffirland  who  have  fatten  by  the  hands  of  nativn 
mannderii  were  both  of  them  eonnected  with  thia  statioo.  Ike 
first  waa  Mr.  Bawlins,  an  asaistant»  who  waa  kitted  by  a  hoida 
of  Fiteani  near  to  Clarkebury ;  and  the  other  waa  the  Ber.  h 
S.  Thomas,  who  was  stabbed  with  assagais  by  a  party  of  Kaffirs 
who  were  inakin:^  an  attack  upon  the  cultic  kraal. 

The  Mjrf/i  Kalhr  station  w;.3  e>iablii>hed  about  the  same  time 
a>  Clarkrhurv,  in  the  countrA  ot  tin-  Auiampondof  ,  umler  tht-  gr\-iit 
Chief  Fiiku,  1)\  iht*  Kt'V.  W.  B.  Bour,  who  hail  ju>t  arrived 
from  England,  and  who  gnve  it  the  name  of  liniUiii^ville. 
Althoti^h  this  statiuQ  is  tbe  mosit  retnute  and  isohitevl.  it  is 
only  one  which  has  never  been  destroyed  by  war;  all  tbe  trst 
which  we  have  named  having  been  laid  waste,  and  some  of  ibem 
repeatedly.  The  site  of  Bimtingville  has  been  changed,  to  scenrs 
agricttliurnl  advantages ;  but  it  continnea  to  the  present  time  n 
centre  of  light  steadily  shiniog  on  the  sommnding  dartrnsm. 

Two  other  itationa  have  grown  onl  of  BmM^igvitteb  ono  of 
which  ia  ealled  Shnwbniy,  in  hoaoar  of  the  higMy  tstcemad 
General  Snperinteadeat  for  the  time  bei^g ;  aad  the  other  has 
received  the  name  of  Plslmcftoa»  in  memoiy  of  n  bdoved  llio» 
aionaQ' now  dcocaaed.  Iluaeaiaaitiirtedoatho  hordmof  thn 
oolooy  of  Natal;  and  time  oompletethe  *<ehain  of  stattona**  oa 
which  tbe  pioneer  Miisiouar)  set  his  heart «  ben  he  first  penetrated 
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the  wilds  of  Kailirland.  The  Christian  traveller  may  now  pur- 
sue his  journey  from  Graham's  Town  to  Natal  in  safety,  receiv- 
ing a  welcome  greeting  at  many  a  smiling  Mission  station  on 
tlie  way^  which  was  not  the  case  in  former  times. 

On  leturning  from  our  extensive  Missionary  tour,  along  the 
line  of  stations  which  were  first  formed  in  Kaffirland,  it  would  he 
▼ery  pleasant)  did  our  space  permit,  to  look  in  upon  the  dear 
brethren  who  occupy  other  stations  which  ha?e  in  the  course 
of  time  grown  out  of  those  abeady  named, — ^as  Osborne  and 
Mount  Arthur*  so  called  in  honour  of  two  highly  esteemed 
General  Secretaries  of  the  Society ;  and  Leasey  ton,  and  Queen's 
Town  and  Kamastone.  At  the  one  last  named  we  should  find 
the  VL'ueruble  VV.  Shepstone,  once  the  pioneer,  but  now  the 
respected  Chairman  and  General  Superiuteudent  of  the  District, 
atill  labouring  with  a  degree  of  energy  and  zeal  truly  surprising, 
It  must  be  very  gratifying  to  Messrs.  Slunv  ;ind  Sbepstone,  and 
to  the  iriends  of  Missions  generally,  to  know  that  the  Queen's 
Town  or  Kathrland  District  now  numbers  ten  MimonarieSy 
eighteen  chajjek,  foriy-Jive  other  preachiiuj-placts,  eleven  hun» 
dred  church  memberB^  two  thoumnd  icAolai't,  and  twelve  ihow^ 
4and  cUtendimis  <m  jnUflic  tcorahip. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  good  work  was  thus  progressing 
in  Albany  and  in  Kattirland,  it  was  making  its  way  in  the 
Bechuana  Country,  another  important  section  of  Southern 
Africa,  to  which  we  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  reader  for 
a  few  moments. 

In  the  year  1823,  the  first  attempt  was  made  to  cany  the 
Oospel  into  Beckuanaland;  and  it  partially  failed  in  conse. 
qnenoe  of  the  sickness  of  the  Missionaries,  and  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  country.  As  soon,  howerer,  as  the  health  of  the 
Bev.  S.  Broadbent  was  in  a  measure  re-established,  he  nobly 
oifered  to  return  to  the  scene  of  his  former  eflforts,  and  the 
late  iluv.  T.  L.  Hodgson  proceeded  liuiii  Cape  Tou  u  to  accom- 
pany him.  They  were  afterwards  joined  by  the  Rev.  J.  Arch- 
bell,  and  for  a  time  by  the  Eev.  E.  Edwards  also.  These 
devoted  servants  of  tlie  Lord  explored  the  country  in  various 
directions,  but  especially  to  tlu;  eastward,  with  a  view  to  find  a 
auitable  locality  for  a  pennanunt  Mission,  without  approaching 
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too  far  to  the  west,  where  the  Eer.  Mefltrs.  Moibt  «nd  Hsmfl* 
toQ  were  engaged  in  a  aimflar  enterpriae  in  tlie  aerfiea  of  tlia 
London  Miariooaiy  Sodetjr.  Al  length  M eian.  Uodgaon  and 
Broadbent,  after  haTing  been  repeatedly  thwarted  by  the  pro* 
▼ailing  ware  among  the  nativea,  were  enabled  to  oonuaenee  an 
important  Station,  at  a  place  called  Hakwaeae»"  Ihr  up  tho 
Yaal  RiTer,  with  the  Baraloog  tribe  of  the  Bedinanaa.  It  van 
not  lonir,  however,  before  the  Missionaries  and  their  people 
were  drivfii  away  and  scattered  by  powerful  niid  hostile  iiati^-e 
tribes  frum  tlie  iiuiih.  But,  ns  soon  as  an  opj>ort unity  w'as 
afl'orded,  they  rallied  again,  and  fur  mon-  lhar\  twenty -tiv.*  years 
thifl  tribe  has  chiefly  n-^ided  at  an  important  Mi**>inn  ^tatiaT1 
whirh  has  been  esUibli>li(  d  at  a  place  called  Tliaba  'Ni-lui.  wlun- 
there  is  now  a  large  native  town»  with  n  ])opul;itioti  of  ncariv 
10,000, — ^probably  the  large3t  a«temblage  of  naUve«  in  one  epoi 
In  any  part  of  Southern  Africa. 

In  addition  to  this  laige  and  prosperous  station,  whidi  was 
tliore»ulL  of  early  struggles  aud  sufl^cringe  of  the  pioneer  Mte* 
aibaanee  in  Bechtianaland,  other  eimilar  eetabUehmenta  wm 
Ibrnied  on  n  emaller  aeale  in  different  parte  of  the  eoonliy.  In 
their  wanderinga  in  the  deaert,  the  Miaaionariee  had  preached 
to  a  tribe  of  Hottentots  called  Koiannae,  and  to  n  body  of  half* 
eistee,  known  by  the  name  of  Newhmdere.  Ae  aoco  a$  the  atate 
ui  the  oonntiy  would  admit  of  it,  thete  were  collected  logelber, 
Ibr  the  purpose  of  r^giona  inetmotion,  the  former  at  a  Steiioo 
called  Flaatlicrg,  and  the  latter  at  Umpnkani.  These  Stations, 
bein^  five  huu  lred  miles  from  ( iriili  niri  Town,  and  stiil  m'»rf 
distaut  irom  Cape  Tow  n,  were  uhirnatrlv  fDnneii  into  a  ] urate 
IMstrict, — in  cviiitexiou  witU  Culi-ber;^'.  lUirL:iier's-l>or]\  Witt.^ 
benreiv,  Ben*onvjile,  l^loem-Fontcm,  Smithiuld,  F  iirt -mitb, 
and  ssouiie  other  piiur?,  —  whieh  was  placed  uudrr  the  auc  o!  thr 
Rev.  R,  Giddy,  as  Chairman  and  General  Superintendrnt.  The 
Beehuana  District  now  numl>efam>e  MU»io»tari(t§,  titrlre cAaprU^ 
Jlfy*mme  oiker  prtackiMff -placet,  fifkt  kmndrrd  amJ  tixly  ehmnk 
memffen,  fourteen  hun^rt !  $chotaf%  tmi  Jht  tkommitd  «fMW 
kmmdrti  mtimdmmh  om  ptMie  worthtp. 

The  next  step  in  adtance  in  the  eslabliehment  of  Wcalcyaa 
llieeiooe  in  Sonth^Eaitetn  Africa  wae  lo  the  tcnitaiy  of  KataL 
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wbich  has  now  hecome  an  important  Britlah  Colony.  The  Ber* 
J.  Arehbell  was  the  fiist  Missionary  to  this  country.  He  oom- 
menoed  his  labours  in  that  distant  r^on  in  1841,  just  as  the 
British  GoTemment  were  asserting  their  rights  to  the  oountiy, 
and  sending  a  detachment  of  troops  to  preserve  order.  For 
several  years  after  this  small  beginning  the  land  was  kept  in  a 
state  of  constant  commotion  by  war,  or  the  rumours  of  war  j 
but  uhcu  a  measure  of  peace  and  ordei'was  rejstorcd,  and  good 
goveninieiit  fiimly  established,  the  Mission  was  reinforced  by 
the  appointment  of  the  llev.  W.  C.  Hohlen,  the  Rev.  C. 
Spenseley,  and  other  men  of  experience  from  England  ns  well 
as  from  other  parts  of  South  Africa,  and  the  work  was  extended 
and  consolidated.  The  liev.  Joseph  Jackson,  the  Rev.  J. 
Cameron,  and  other  zealous  young  Missionaries,  were  also 
raised  up  in  the  Colony  subsequently.  In  after  years  the 
colonial  department  of  the  work  was  strengthened  by  the  arrival 
horn  £nghind  of  a  number  of  Wesleyan  emigrants.  Eventnallyt 
important  stations  for  the  English  and  native  departments  of 
the  Mission  were  established  at  Maritzberg,  the  capital*  at 
I>'Urbmt,  the  port»  and  at  Vendam,  Indaleni,  Kwangubeni^ 
Edendale,  and  some  other  pkces. 

In  the  yesr  1650,  Natal  was  formed  into  a  regular  Wesleyan 
District,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  H.  Pearae ;  who, 
after  labooring  for  several  years  as  the  respected  Ohairman  and 
Otiicral  Superintendent,  was  on  the  eve  of  returning  to  his 
native  hmd,  when  he  was  suddenly  calkd  to  a  better  country. 
He  died  on  the  ISlh  of  February,  1S62,  from  severe  injuries 
sustained  by  the  upsetting  of  a  conveyance  in  which  lie  was 
travelling  to  the  port  for  the  purpose  of  embarkation  a  lew 
days  before.  On  the  return  to  England  of  the  Rev.  J.  PiJcher, 
the  immediate  successor  of  Mr.  Fearse,  the  Rev.  James  Cameron 
was  appointed  as  Chairman  and  General  Superintendent  of  the 
Natal  District,  which  now  numbers  t/tirUm  Miaaionanes,  twenty- 
cAapels^  one  hundred  and  eleven  oiAiar  pnacking^pUia^,  mne 
Aundnd  and  (metUy  eiturch  memben,  (me  (kotaand  tdkolartf  mid 
im  UauBond  aHendanti  <m  fuSUc  wonk^. 

In  our  brief  and  hasty  sketch  of  the  rise  and  progress  of 
Wesl^an  Missions  in  the  respective  Districts  of  South  Africa, 


Dig'itized  b^/2obgl& 


470 


PABT  m.-^Hl  0Jl?1  op  eOOD  HOPl. 


we  must  now  return  to  the  Cape  of  Cmod  Hopf»,  properly  99 
called,  and  iraoe  the  circumstances  under  which  Metho<]isni  n-sa 
planted  tbeie  al  a  period  anterior  to  tbat  at  whieh  the  Mitriona 
wera  eatablished  which  hate  already  patted  under  re?iew. 

Soon  after  the  Cape  Colony  patted  into  the  poeeetaioB  of  tin 
Britith  Go? emmenty  at  an  eari?  period  of  the  pretent  eentniy* 
a  nnmher  of  totdien  were  aent  ont  from  EoglaiKl  to  ttmgthen 
the  garritoo,  among  whom  were  a  few  piout  yonng  men,  who 
were  deeply  affected  with  the  mortl  de^tidation  of  all  willi 
whom  thev  came  in  contact  in  Southern  Africa.  Thu  most  active 
and  2u;alous  of  these  was  Serjeant  Kendrirk.  of  the  Slst  Li^ht 
Dragoou.«,  wiio  \v;(s  instrumental  ii:  j>romotin|j  a  1^00^!  -^rk, 
not  only  iu  tlx*  nnny,  but  aUo  nnion<;  the  rivilian>  iu  ibe 
iici;:lib()urhood  of  tin-  });irrarks.  A  reltgitni-*  «5n(  ir  ty  of  riouilv- 
(li?po<*  (l  >ol(ii(T-^,  and  u  few  others,  was  foiiiird.  which  at  one 
time  numbered  owe  hundred  and  twenty-nine  members.  Afler 
labouring  for  tome  time  with  acceptance  and  usefulness  as  a 
Leader  and  Preacher,  and  fearing  that  the  work  would  derline 
on  the  anticipatiMl  rrmorai  of  his  r^ment,  Serjeant  Kendrirk, 
in  the  month  of  TV  crmher,  1812,  mrote  to  Kn^lnml,  eamfttly 
reipietting  that  a  Mittaonaiy  might  be  appointed  to  the  Cape  nif 
Goiod  Hope.  Thit  reqneat  waa  duly  oontideied,  and  nhinatdy 
eomplied  with ;  hot  before  the  antpiciont  day  airiTed  the  piona 
Sergeant  had  '^fonght  the  good  fight**  and  ■'finitbed  Ua 
oonrte,"  and  wat  ealkd  to  hia  reward  in  heaven.  He  died 
hap|iy  in  Qod,  on  the  18th  of  November,  18IS. 

The  fifft  Weth^an  Miatianaiy  appointed  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  wat  the  Ber.  John  IC'Kenny,  who  arrived  in  C«ipe 
Town  on  the  7lh  of  August.  1814.  But  "ucli  was  (Ke  jmlousy 
of  the  Government  authorities  at  tl.ai  early  porioJ,  thai  the 
Mi«*ionary  wa-^  not  aHowt-d  to  pn-.srh  in  tin-  Cnlnnv.  altbouch 
he  produrrd  <Tt  <iriitial-  of  the  most  ^aliiiaiioiv  cluir.Kier  Ali 
that  l»e  ronld  tlo  nndtr  the  rirn!m*tanrf»«  w?»«>  10  lioid  prir:^te 
mectinjis  tor  convtT^ntion  atid  prayer  uitli  tin-  pious  »*Mdiert 
and  othe  r**,  who  had  hailed  his  amv.d  with  unspeakable  jnv, 
and  patiently  to  await  the  resuit  of  his  representatioot  to  the 
Hiatiooary  Committee  in  Lofbdoo.  Before  the  difficulties  could 
be  lemoved.  Mr.  li'&anny  waa  inttraeted  lo  ppoeeed  to  Otjkm^ 
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where  he  was  afterwards  made  very  useful  in  the  service  oi  his 
Divine  Master. 

The  Society,  being  unwilling  to  relinquish  their  efl'orts  for  the 
benefit  of  Southern  Africa,  next  appointed  the  Kev.  Barnabas 
8haw  to  attempt  the  commencement  of  a  Wesleynn  Mission  in 
the  Cape  Colony.    He  landed  in  Cape  Town,  with  Mrs.  Shaw, 
on  the  1  Uh  of  April,  1SI6 ;  but,  on  presenting  bis  credeitials 
to  the  Governor,  he  met  with  no  better  saeoess,  in  the  first 
instance,  than  his  predecessor.  His  Exoellencj  declined  to  give 
the  Missionary  permission  to  preach,  on  the  ground  that  the 
English  and  Patch  colonists  were  provided  with  Ministers, 
whilst  the  owners  of  slaves  were  unwilling  to  have  them  reli-> 
giously  instructed.  But  Mr,  B»  Shaw  was  of  too  wedimt  a 
nature  to  brook  delay,  and  he  ventured  to  take  the  matter  into 
his  own  hands.    He  nnivcly  says,  "  Having  been  refused  the 
sanction  of  the  Governor,  1  was  resolved  what  to  do;  and  com- 
menced mlhoiU  it  on  the  following  Sabbath.  My  concrregations, 
at  liibt,  were  chiefly  composed  of  pious  soldiers;  and  it  was  iu 
a  room  [hired  by  tlieni  that  1  first  preached  Christ,  aud  Him 
crucitied,  in  South  Africi."  * 

The  prospect  of  usefidness  anioni;  tlie  native  population,  nnd 
others,  of  Cape  Town  being  very  unpromising,  and  the  Mis- 
sionary's heart  being  set  upon  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the 
heathen,  he  resolved  to  attempt  the  establishment  of  a  Mission 
in  the  interior.  This  measure  was  hastened  by  the  representa- 
tions of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Schmelen,  who  was  on  a  visit  to  the  Cape 
from  Kamaqualand,  and  who  invited  Mr.  Shaw  to  accompany 
him  ou  his  return,  promising  to  aid  him  to  the  utmost  in  select- 
ing  a  suitable  place  for  missionary  operations.   A  waggon  and 

•  This  is  only  one  of  m.niy  instances  which  might  he  irivca  of  the  nospcl 
having  bi't  u  iutrodaced  iuto  heathen  lands  mainly  by  ihc  iuiitrumeuUlity  of 
pious  British  soldiers.  "Who  can  calculate  the  importance  of  our  Kxmj 
work  in  its  bciring  upon  the  interesti  of  Foreign  MbaioiisP  Sinea  the 
wxiter  Ites  been  engsged  ia  niiuslermg  totbeWeekyin  soUiere  of  PuUmist 
Garriaon,  the  troth  wd  reelitj  of  tlue  oonnttion  has  been  impreiied  upon 
hie  mind  more  and  more ;  and,  on  the  occasion  of  every  instance  of  earing 
conversion  to  God  which  he  has  been  (isvoured  to  witness,  he  has  cherished 
the  hope  that  •oniefchiDg  has  been  done  tbereby  towards  the  aahation  of  the 
whole  worhl. 
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twelve  oxen,  with  all  other  requisites,  were  acoorJingly  pur- 
chased;  nnd,  on  the  Gth  of  September,  ihc  Mi«»9ionan(.s,  their 
fainili^"*,  and  attcndjuit>  t  (  k  their  departure,  WUv^  accompanied 
for  some  distance  by  a  u  w  friends  from  Cajie  Town. 

^Yhen  the  missionary  party  liad  pursued  their  toibome  jour- 
ney for  nearly  a  month,  and  had  just  crossed  the  Elephant  river* 
on  the  4tb  of  October^  by  a  remarkable  providence  Mr.  Sbav 
foand  an  opening  to  a  anitable  sphere  of  Ubour.  He  actuallj 
net  with  the  Chief  of  the  Little  Kamaqnat,  aooompanied  bgr 
four  men,  on  hit  way  to  Cape  Town  to  seek  for  a  Cliristlam 
teaeber,  being  awan  of  the  advantagea  which  other  tribca  had 
xealised  by  the  leoaptbn  of  the  Goapel.  Hanng  heard  hia 
affficting  atoij,  and  being  deeply  impreaeed  wiih  the  fact  thaft 
the  finger  of  Ood  waa  pointing  hiin  in  tbe  right  way»  the  Mtanoa- 
aiy  agreed  to  tetom  with  the  Chief  to  hia  mountain  hone^  and 
to  take  up  hit  abode  with  him  and  his  people,  whilst  Mr.  Schmelen 
pursoed  his  way  to  his  own  station  in  Great  Namaqnaland. 

About  three  weeks  afterwards,  on  the  2Srd,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sl>a\\\  with  tlie  Clnrf  and  Lis  paiiy,  reachetl  Lily  Fount. lin,  on 
Khamieslierpr ;  atu)  tlu»  foundation  of  thnt  int^rotmu'  Mi^>iou 
statiou  vvuis  laid,  whicli  from  that  day  to  this  has  contmucd  to 
exercise  a  most  hcnt'ficial  intluenrt^  cn  all  around.  Th**  Mis- 
sionary tir>t  prorl.tntuil  to  the  wumU'rinu'  natives  tin-  u^K»iur«s 
of  salvation,  and  then  directed  his  attention  to  tlu- i  ri  ctiun  of 
a  hamUe  dwelling,  and  a  place  of  worship ;  at  the  some  time 
iaatnicting  tbe  natives  in  improvcti  methods  of  culiirating  the 
gionnd,  and  mi&ing  themselves  in  the  scale  of  cinliiatinn. 
These  early  efforta  of  the  loaeiy  Missionary  were  sooceasAil, 
not  only  in  promoting  the  temporal  improvement  of  the  people 
but  a  goodly  number  of  nativea  were  ultioMtely  brought  to  a 
aaving  knowk^  of  the  truth*  and  a  Cbristian  Church  wb« 
Itanned  on  a  solid  foundation.  The  aoooonts  wh'ch  leached 
England,  from  time  to  time»  of  the  labours  and  advcnturea  of 
the  pioneer  Mtasioaary  at  a  period  kmg  before  the  Friend^ 
Islands,  Fiji,  and  other  interestini;  scenes  of  labour  had  br«n 
heard  of,  produced  a  womlerftd  tlTu  t  ,  rind  the  name  of  I^ma- 
bns  ^lia^v,  aiui  hia  .N.iinaijti.i  Missiou,  bcoiiue  household  words 
in  many  a  Methodist  lamiiy. 
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In  tlie  early  part  of  the  year  iSlS,  the  llcv.  E.  Edwards 
arrived  at  the  Cape  to  assist  Mr.  Shaw  iu  his  interesting  work; 
ixnd,  as  there  was  oo  waggon  ready  to  convey  him  and  hi» 
baggage  to  the  scene  of  his  labours,  he  performed  the  journey 
lo  Khnmiesberg,  a  distance  of  nearly  four  hundred,  milesy  on 
liors(  back, — ^a  feat  which  gave  good  promise  thai  he  was  made 
«f  the  true  missionary  metal,  which  was  amply  proved  in  after 
years.  Arrangements  were  now  made  for  the  extension  ci  the 
work  to  various  ont*stations  in  the  Underveld  and  in  Bush- 
manland,  as  well  as  for  repeated  visits  to  Cape  Town  for  sup* 
plies,  which  appears  to  have  been  unavoidable  at  this  early 
period. 

In  the  iiioiith  of  July,  1819,  the  Mission  in  Namaqualand 
was  further  reinforced  bv  ihu  ann  al  at  khamiesberg  of  the 
Bev.  J.  and  Mrs.  Archbcll,  who  aoon  afterwards  went  to  a 
place  called  Keed  Fountain,  to  commence  a  new  station.  Tliis 
enterprise  not  answeriuL;  tlit'  expectations  of  the  Missionaries, 
some  time  afterwards  Mr.  ^VrchbcH  made  an  experimental 
journey  of  several  hundred  miles  to  the  northward,  travelling 
through  Great  Namaqualand  and  part  of  Damaraland  to  VVal- 
vich  Bay.  ^Ir.  Shaw  also  paid  a  visit  to  his  friend  Mr. 
Schmelen,  at  Bethany,  in  Great  Namaqualand ;  and,  although 
the  way  <Ud  not  open  at  that  time  for  the  establishment  of  per- 
manent stations  in  those  remote  regions,  much  valuable  inform* 
ntion  was  collected  in  reference- to  a  part  of  the  continent  com- 
paratively unexplored  by  Europeans* 

As  the  interesting  station  of  Khamiesberg  will  be  noticed 
again  in  the  course  of  our  narrative,  it  may  suffice  here  to 
observe  that  the  work  of  civilization  and  Christian  progress 
continued  to  advance  in  after  years,  under  the  zealous  and 
Judicious  labours  of  the  Kev.  ^lessrs.  Edwards,  Jackbun,  Jiailie, 
Parsonson,  and  Godnuiii,  and  that  it  has  exercised  a  moiit  bene- 
ficial influence  not  only  upon  the  resith  nts  at  the  institution 
themselvciJ,  but  also  upon  the  surrounding  population. 

We  must  now  direct  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the  eiforts 
made  by  the  agents  of  the  ^^  esleynn  Missionary  Society  to 
carry  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  the  regions  beyond  the 
Orange  Hirer,  on  the  South- Western  Coast  of  Africa,  known  as 
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Great  Namaqimland  and  DamaFdand.  Wben  tibft  good  wotir 
liad  beoomo  fimdy  eitablisbed  at  Kkamiesbefg:,  in  little  N»> 
maqnaknd,  within  the  boondariea  %i  the  Gape  edhny,  th» 
Kisstonaries  natumlly  felt  anxious  to  advance  further  into  the 

interior,  and  ofcatjional  cxpcriinental  jouraeys  were  taken  to 
collect  iiifoi  uuUion,  as  alrr'ady  s^taU  <1  ;  but  nothing  more  was 
done  till  the  year  1825,  when  the  lauuntfd  liev,  W,  Thrcit'all 
and  his  compnnioii*  took  their  ilUfnt^'d  jouriiey. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  otir  purpose  liere  to  rnter  minnlely 
into  tlic  antcmlent  history  of  Mr.  Threlfall.  ^Ve  may  iirier!j 
remark,  however,  that  ho  was  originally  designated  for  .Mada- 
gn^^-^^r  ;  but  the  way  not  being  open  to  oommeoce  a  Mtttaon 
there,  he  was  nppoioted  to  the  Albany  and  Kaffaria  Diitriet,  in 
Southern  Africa,  where  he  arrived  in  the  month  of  June,  ISiS. 
After  labouring  there  for  abobt  twelve  months,  be  letnoved 
to  the  Cape.  Just  at  that  time  the  Hon.  Captain  Owen, 
was  about  to  proceed  with  bis  expedition  to  I)ebigon  Bay;  and*  ^ 
as  be  offered  to  giro  a  passage  to  a  Wesleran  Missionary,  to  tij 
an  experimental  Mission,  Mr*  Threlfall  was  allowed  to  go. 
All  the  eureumstanees  of  the  case  eonsidered,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  this  feeble  attempt  of  a  lonely,  inexperieneed  Missionary 
to  plant  the  Gospel  on  this  remote  part  of  the  Eastern  Coast  of 
Africa  proved  a  failure.  Mr.  Tuivifall  was  taken  ill  almost 
iniuieJintrlv  a*'t<  r  his  arrival  at  l>elairoa  Hav  ;  and  aftrr  ♦•nd-'r- 
in?  ditfomfoi  1  and  privations  nppallin.:  to  contnupl  itt*,  in  ihe 
nei^dibourliood  of  a  mi*ernhle  rorlii^'tir-  '  'Mtletuor.t  for  ;.K4-^ut 
ten  months  lie  n-lnni'-.l  ii)  tije  Crt|>f  iu  a  >Uite  ol  great  wta'k- 
T\r^3  an<l  rtunriat i(>;i.  The  *' Nereid,"  a  South  fv^n  whaler,  by 
which  he  ha«i  obtained  a  passage,  was,  on  her  arrival  in  Table 
Bay,  immediately  put  in  ijnarantine,  having  had  aeveml  deaika 
on  board  durinj;  the  voya;:e ;  nn  !  the  Missionary  mic!it  hare 
pf  ri-h>  (1  in  the  "  plague  ship,**  had  not  his  friend,  the  Ber. 
J.  Whitworth,  nobly  gone  on  board,  fearless  of  danger,  to 
minialer  to  bis  necessities.  Soon  alter  this,  Mr.  HirrlftJl  wcot 
to  Khamieaberg  to  join  Mr.  B.  Shaw,  with  the  hope  thai  m 
residenee  in  that  ekrated  and  salubrious  aituatioa  might  pmw 
beneficial  to  bis  besKb . 

The  anticipations  which  were  entertiioBd  with  rofereMt  l» 
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the  young  Missionary's  liealth  on  bis  xemoYal  to  Little  Ka- 
maqnaland,  were  realized  in  a  pleasing  measure ;  and  he  might 
have  continued  to  labonrnsefuUy  there^  but  his  ardent  nature 
could  not  allow  him  to  rest.  He  was  anxious  to  extend  his 
labours  beyond  other  men*s  line  of  things.  In  the  following 
ye-dTf  his  Superintendent  allowed  him  to  undertake  a  journey  to 
Great  Namaqnalnnd,  in  company  with  two  Native  Teachers ; 
which  proved  to  be  his  last  efibrt  in  a  cause  which  he  dearly 
loved. 

It  was  about  the  end  of  June,  1S25,  that  Mr.  Threl fall  left 
Khamiesberg,  accompnnicd  by  Jacob  Links  and  Johannes 
Jager,  two  Nntive  Teachers,  wlio  had  volunteered  to  aecoin- 
pany  him  on  his  hnznrdons  t ntn  [  rise.  They  travelled,  not  in 
a  comfortable  ox-waggon,  accordinij;  to  the  plan  generally 
adopted,  but  moimted  on  the  backs  of  three  oxen  trained  for 
the  purpose,  and  had  a  few  packages  of  provisions  and  goods 
for  barter.  From  two  brief  notes  which  were  received  from 
Mr.  Threlfall,  it  appeared  that  after  crossing  the  Orange  Biver, 
and  penetrating  some  distance  into  Great  Namaqualand,  they 
made  but  slow  progress*  six  or  seven  weeks  having  eUipaed 
before  they  reached  the  Warm  Bath ;  «nd  that  they  met  with 
difficulties  from  want  of  water  and  the  nnkindneaa  of  the 
natives.  After  tins  nothing  was  heard  but  uncertain  rumoni8» 
till  it  was  proved  on  evidence  that  all  three  had  been  mnrdered 
by  a  party  of  natives,  for  the  sake  of  the  few  goods  ihej  had 
with  them. 

From  the  confession  of  the  principal  murderer,  it  appeared 
that  when  Mr.  Tlircliall  ami  his  companions  had  travelled  about 
ten  days  beyond  the  W  arm  Batli  to  a  place  called  Kamanoup, 
wlierc  they  obtained  some  proviMons  and  a  f^nlde,  they  were 
proceeding  on  their  journey,  when  a  plot  was  lormed  for  tlieir 
destruction.  The  treacherous  f^iiide,  named  Naugaap,  concerted 
with  two  other  Bushmen  to  murder  the  Missionary  and  Ids 
companions  during  the  night.  They  watched  their  opportunity, 
and  when  th^  were  all  asleep,  fell  upon  them.  Jacob  Links 
and  Johannes  Jager  were  first  dispatched  by  the  discharge  of 
airows,  followed  by  a  shower  of  stones.  Mr.  Threlfail  was 
awoke  from  his  slumber  by  the  noiae,  and,  seeing  the  danger  to 
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wliich  he  was  exposed,  fled  to  a  bush  close  by,  aud  fell  upon  Us 
knees.  Whilst  thus  in  the  attitode  of  prayer,  the  Mtssiooaijr 
leoeifed  his  death-blow  from  a  laige  stone,  which  the  principal 
enlprit  threw  at  him,  and  which  stmck  him  on  the  head.  The 
noMleiers  then  divided  the  pack-oxen,  the  itniaining4{oods»  and 
the  Hissionaiy*s  watch  and  dothes,  which  they  stripped  fimn 
him,  and  lied  to  their  Tillage. 

As  soon  as  the  fact  of  the  murder  became  known,  the  nofderen 
were  pursued,  npprehentlwl,  taken  before  the  Laiidrost  at  Clan* 
wiUiaui,  tried,  Ibuinl  i:i:;lt,v,  nnd  Kumanoup,  the  jjriucipal  actor 
in  this  httrrid  tra^eilv,  was  condemned  to  draUi,  and  UiUu«..:Lly 
eiecuted  at  a  })lace  called  .Silver  Fountain.  In  order  to  make  a 
deep  iropressic  ii  np  in  the  minds  uf  tiie  native?,  it  was  thought 
desirable  bv  the  <ii  i\  (  nunent  autliorities  that  thcsentmce  of  the 
law  should  be  carried  uut  at  the  place  above  named,  near  to  the 
ookmiai  frontier,  and  not  far  from  the  place  where  tlie  miirder 
was  committed,  thai  the  Chief  of  the  tribe  to  which  the  culprit 
belonged,  with  his  heed  people,  might  be  prasent  on  the  aolsM 
oeossion. 

Am  the  Landrost  and  miiitaiy  escort,  with  the  orimsnal,  tm> 
veiled  fimm  ClanwiUiam  to  Namacpialand,  they  necessarily  want 
by  the  way  of  Khamiesberg,  the  Mission  statimi  fiom  which  Mr. 
Thidfall  and  his  companiotts  set  out  on  their  ill-fiited  jooraey. 
Tbsy  arrived  at  the  iastitntioa  on  the  Saturday  night,  anil 
rested  then  over  the  Sabbath. 

The  arrival  of  the  murderer  of  the  Mitsionaries  at  Khamie»- 
berg  was  an  event  of  painful  iuterej't,  and  c\cited  >omethiug 
more  than  a  fi'clin^  of  CMrioMty.  Having  bern  •mirely  lodired 
dtirinsj  the  ni^ht  au  Lh*.'  ^muUi  m  iihop, — iUc  only  huiiiiiui:  which 
could  be  useii  as  a  prison  on  the  ort.\i^ion,  impri«iotiiiii  nl  on  t)ic 
institution  bciii;;  a  p!int«hmcnt  unknown,- — tiie  ni  \i  ninrnm^  he 
wrisi  brought  out  into  the  fresh  air.  As  he  sat  in  the  ^un,  the 
natives  gathered  around  him.  At  first  it  was  iearod  that  there 
might  be  a  displ^  of  reTengefai  feeling  among  a  peopto  who 
had  so  laoBBlly  emerged  from  the  daricaess  of  heathenism  ;  bad 
it  was  not  ao.  There  was  a  glorious  manifestation  of  Christian 
prineiple*  Peto*,  the  brother  of  Jacob  links,  had  piefioBs|y 
said  to  the  MisaioiiBiy»    O,  Sir,  what  wmOd  I  not  gisa  to 
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find  the  man  tbtit  murdered  my  brother!  I  wonld  not  shrink 
from  any  cost  or  trouble,  codd  I  bat  meet  him/'  Bat  when  his 
Ifinister  inqaired  why  he  was  so  anxioas  to  see  him,  he  meekly 
replied,  O,  Sir,  I  woold  bring  him  to  this  Mission  station, 
tliat  he  might  hear  the  word  of  God,  ond  Icnm  the  way  of  sal- 
vation !'*  And  now  when  he  saw  him,  he  spoke  to  hiiu  words 
of  earnest  exhortation  to  seek  the  mercy  of  God  through 
Christ  Jesus.  When  old  Kedo  Links,  the  father  of  Jacob,  came 
up,  he  was  much  excited  ;  but  he  only  said  to  tljc  murderer  of 
his  son,  "Didat  thou  think  I  should  not  find  tliee?"  Among 
others  who  drew  near  was  a  sister  of  Jacob,  named  Martha, 
a  young  womau  of  sincere  and  consistent  piety.  She  sat  on  the 
ground  near  the  criminal,  and  wept  sorely.  When  able  to  con- 
trol her  emotion,  she  said,  "  Why  did  yon  kill  the  Missionary  P 
and  why  did  yoa  kill  my  brother  ?  '*  After  a  paaae,  she  added, 
"Bat  I  am  not  come  to  npbndd  yon.  It  was  in  tmth  a  ?eiy 
eraei  and  wicked  deed.  I  am  sony  for  yon.  I  am  come  to 
entreat  yoa,  as  your  time  is  short,  to  implore  God's  meicy.*' 
And  with  other  words  of  kind  and  earnest  exhortation,  she  nrged 
him  to  improve  the  little  space  that  was  left  him  for  repentance* 
The  criminal  was  then  eondncted  to  the  diapel,  where  Divine 
service  was  performed,  and  special  prayer  offered  np  to  God 
that  He  would  have  mercy  upon  his  sool ;  and  although  the  un« 
happy  man  who  was  most  immediately  concerned  in  the  solemn 
spectaele  seemed  hardened  and  unmoved,  no  one  could  have 
looked  upon  it  without  being  deeply  affected  by  the  evidence 
which  it  afforded  of  the  transforming  power  of  Divine  grace  on 
the  native  eonverts,  who  showed  such  sympathy  and  pity  for  the 
man  who  had  murdered  their  relatives  and  friends. 

On  being  conducted  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  on  looking 
at  the  grave  already  dug  to  receive  Ms  remains,  previous  to  the 
fatal  shot  being  fired  by  the  militaiy  escort,  the  apparent  in« 
difference  of  the  murderer  gave  way,  and  he  passed  from  time 
to  eternity  calling  upon  God  to  have  mercy  upon  his  soul. 

It  is  a  pleasing  (act  that,  notwithstanding  the  melancholy 
failnre  of  the  first  attempt  to  plant  the  standard  of  the  cross  ia 
Great  Namaqoaland,  the  noble  object  was  not  lost  sight  of  by  the 
Misnonaiies  ;*  and  thai  a  pleasing  measnre  of  snooess  ultimately 
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crowned  their  t  ilorts.  On  the  11th  of  Aiij^ust,  1.^26,  the  Chi^  f 
of  tlie  ]Unullr/.\vniiris,  wah  ten  of  his  jK-ople  from  the  Wana 
Bath,  nrriv(*(l  i\t  the  Mission  station  at  Khamiinbei^,  having 
ooinc  to  entreat  that  another  Missionary  would  return  witk  him 
to  hi<;  cou&tiy;  but  the  Rev.  li.  Haddy,  being  alone  xm  Hkm 
institution,  was  unable  at  that  time  to  comply  witli  lu*  trqwiit. 
The  Chief  efterwerda  viiited  C«pe  Town  with  the  eeme  olgeel 
in  view ;  but  the  Mieeionirice  bring  few  in  nnmber,  he  ww 
leqaired  to  wait  a  little  longer  without » teacher. 

In  the  Ycar  1838  a  Miseionaiy  Meeting  waa  held  al  Siam'a 
Town,  at  which  Jotiah  Niri)ett,  Eeq..  of  the  Madmt  aril  Scrrke* 
oeenpied  the  chair.    At  thit  meeting  afliecling  tefaroiee  was 
made  to  the  three  MissionaTy  llartyn  of  Kamaqualand,  and  to 
the  inuralty  deirraded  and  destitute  condition  of  the  inhabiunts 
of  the  interior,  wlicn  the  (  Iwiinuan  generously  otfen-d  tu  gife 
the  sum  of  JL2(I0  towards  ihc  comnicuccuicut  of  a  Wrsloran 
Mission  nt  the  \V;irn»  liath  amonj^  the  Bundlefwaarts,  who  »cfe 
so  luixious  to  have  a  tt*acher.    At  the  same  me'  tm^  a  ze<ilout 
youni^  Missionary,  the  Kev.  K.  Cook,  recently  arriied  from 
England,  nobly  offered  himself  fi;r  this  service,  and  exclaimed, 
in  the  langoage  of  the  prophet,    Here  am  I«  tend  nw.**  The 
qpontaneou<;  offers  of  the  money  and  of  the  man  weia  both 
accepted,  and  in  a  short  time  Mr.  and  Mra.  Cook  wwe  trending 
their  way  to  Great  Namaqualand.   Thia  nttea|it  lo  rtiaMiih  n 
Wetl^n  Hiation  at  the  Warm  Bath  waa  weeemfai,  and  the 
plaoe  recrifed  a  new  nasM  in  honour  of  the  geneioua  palm  of 
the  cnterpriee.   Fkom  that  day  to  thia  it  hat  appeand  m  tha 
list  of  Mieebn  ataCiona  aa  •*  Niabett  Bath,  Gieat  Namaquahml** 
It  would  be 

detail  the  early  and  anbeequent  histoiy  of  thia  intcfesttng  Mis- 
sion ;  but  aa  it  will  call  tor  farther  notice  in  the  come  of  hia 
personal  narrative,  it  must  suffice  here  to  make  a  few  brief 

observations,     Mr.   Cook   c;>nl:inK'd   his  /.lqIous  nnd   iisr  ul 
lat>our»  in  conmx ion  with  (Jreal  Naniaqual.tnd  forn^.  riv 
^lars,  ahly  a>>i-'trd  liuilni:  some  ]>arl  ul  liie  limt'  liy  {■•■>•  K<  t. 
Jo*t-j)ii  iuulall.    IL.^  lual'Ji  now  brgiin  to  fdd,  and  hi     t  oat 
on  a  journn*'  tf>  C  ij  c  lown,  lium  winrh  hr  hojnd  lo  mxivc 

aontc  bcnelii »  but,  on  reaching  the  bjdui  ol  tba  Orange  Bnur 
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he  became  worse,  and  resiy;ued  his  lioppy  spirit  into  the  luuids 
of  God,  on  the  7th  of  Mnrch,  1843.  His  rcmiiiiis  were  carried 
back  to  the  Xisbett  Bath  station,  a  distance  of  about  seventy 
miles ;  and  having  attended  to  the  funeral  ceremonies  as  best 
she  could,  the  bereaved  widoir,  with  her  fatherless  children, 
proceeded  on  their  mournful  journey  to  the  Cape,  and  ultimatdy 
to  England. 

The  early  and  suooesaful  laboura  of  the  dear  departed  Mia* 
aionary  to  apread  the  Gospel  in  Great  Namaqualand,  were  nobly 
followed  up  by  the  Bev.  Messrs.  Bidsoale,  Bailie,  Tindall^  and 
others,  who  aubsequently  occupied  the  field.  And  although 
the  work  has  been  somewhat  fluctuating  at  different  periods* 
owing  to  the  peeuUar  circumstances  of  the  countiy  and  the 
people,  we  have  no  doubt  but  a  large  amount  of  real  spiritual 
good  has  been  effected  by  the  hibonrs  of  the  Missionaries,  as 
many  as  five  huiidred  converted  ii  i'ivcs  having  been  sometimes 
reported  as  united  in  church  feUow^uip  in  connexion  with  that 
station. 

No  sooner  was  the  work  firmly  establi?he(l  in  Great  Xama- 
qualand,  than  the  Missionaries,  true  to  their  great  commis>i!*n, 
began  to  think  of  tiie  regions  beyond,  and  to  prepare  for  extend- 
ing their  labours  to  Damaraland.  This  important  measure  was 
rendered  the  more  necessary  by  the  removal  to  that  distant 
region  of  Jonker  Africaner,  and  a  part  of  his  tribe,  from 
Ble^deverwacht, — an  out  station  of  the  Nisbett  Bath  Circuit* 
now  called  Hoole's  Fountain,  in  honour  of  the  senior  Secretary 
of  the  Weslc^an  Missionary  Society, — where  preaching  had  been 
commenced  some  time  before.  This  petty  Chief,  or  Captain, 
was  a  veiy  remarkable  character.  He  was  one  of  the  seven  sons 
of  the  notorioos  freebooter,  Titus  Africaner,  whose  Tery  name 
stmdc  terror  through  this  part  of  the  continent  in  former 
times.  In  early  life  Jonker  became  the  subject  of  gracious 
influences;  and  had  he  remabed  at  the  Mission  station,  he 
might  have  been  as  pious  and  useful  as  his  brother  David  and 
some  other  members  of  hia  family.  But  he  roust  needs  travel 
northwiiid,  professedly  in  quest  of  a  better  •coui.try,  although 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  he  had  an  eye  to  tlit  cau.c  of  the 
Damaras,  and  to  that  maurading  lile  to  which  he  afterwards 
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ibandoned  himielf.  Hit  example  was  aoon  foUowed  faf 
Amend,  FraDcman,  Whitboy,  and  other  petty  Ohiefi,  wHh 
their  small  tribes  of  people,  who  had  all  been  prsnoosly 
under  the  influeiioe  of  the  Gospel,  from  their  ooeasional  eon* 
taet  with  the  Missionaries  and  their  people.  This  enigratios 
of  several  small  tribes  of  semi-ctTilised  Kamaquas  to  the 
borders  of  the  Dnmara  conntry  seemed  to  faTour  the  idea 
tliiit  the  Gospel  mii^lit  probably  be  introduced  throujh  them  to 
the  populous  regions  beyond  \  lor  the  hostik-  attitude  which 
they  too  frequently  assumed  towards  the  aborijyrines  wa*  not 
generally  kiinwn.  The  hope  of  extendirif^  the  work  to  nnmara- 
land  wns  further  euf^^urn^M-d  by  a  message  brou^'hi  by  J^ir 
Jani(  ^  Alrxauder  to  the  Missionary  at  Nisbelt  Hath,  on  bis 
return  from  that  country,  to  the  effect  that  Junker  Africanar 
was  anxious  to  hafe  a  Weskyan  Missionary  stationed  with  Ua 
people. 

Under  these  cironmstanoes  Mr.  Cook  set  out  on  a  joomej  of 
obserration  to  Damaraland  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  lS4f ; 
and  on  reaching  that  distant  reg:ioo,  he  foond,  as  he  expected* 
that  both  Jonkcr  and  Amenl  were  desirons  to  have  Miasionaiias. 
Being  fafonrably  impressed  with  the  prospect  of  good,  Mr.  Coek 
promised  to  use  his  utmost  exertions  to  obtain  Missionaries  Ibr 
Damaraland,  and  wrote  to  the  Committee  aeeordiogly.   In  thn 
mean  time  the  Ber.  Joseph  Tindall  proeeeded  to  the  Dnnaim 
Country,  and  labomed  with  a  dieerinf  measnie  of  sneoess  ainoQi^ 
Jonker's  and  Amcral's  people.    Societies  were  now  formed,  and 
out  slntioiis  reL:uL-irly  organized.  Joukcr  wn§  seriously  impn.*<sod 
uitii  the  truth,  and  on(v»  more  arave  up  his  h'Miev«l)eer,  and 
became  a  total  abstainer,    H;ippy  would  it  havr  bi  m  for  him 
if  ti»-  had  eontimicd  in  thi?  eour-e  ;  for  \\  is  to  be  tVarxd  that 
drinking'  })ro¥e4i  his  ruin.    In  the  lollowini;  year  Mr.  Took 
Ai^in  visited  TynmaralnuJ  ;  but  lu  the  mean  time  a  German 
Missionary  had  been  there,  and  a  feeling  of  y  ^  •  mm 
between  the  agents  of  ihe  Ehenish  and  Weskyan  Misskmny 
Societies,  the  remembrance  of  which  we  would  fain  bury  in 
obliTion ;  bat  in  view  of  certain  atatcmenta  racantly  published 
at  the  Cape  with  veferaaee  to  the  coBmeoeemoit  of  the  Daman 
MMoOt  •  pminff  notice  aeema  to  be  neetnaaiy.  On  rtncUif 
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Amernl's  place  Mr.  Cook  received  a  letter purportinjr  to  ))p  from 
Jonker  Africaiitr,  statin^^  that  lie  had  now  received  Missionaries 
from  the  iihenish  Society,  and  that  consequently  he  need  not 
tioable  himaeif  to  go  there.  Mr.  Cook  was  a  man  of  ardent 
tempenment,  and  truly  zealous  for  the  Lord  of  Hosts ;  and  it  is 
not  surprising  that  he  should  feel  grieved  at  being  thus  fore- 
stalled in  so  nnexpected  a  manner,  after  the  toil  he  had  gone 
through,  and  the  representations  he  had  made  to  the  Committee 
in  London  on  the  subject  of  a  Musion  to  Damaraland.  Kot- 
withstauding  the  communication  which  he  received,  he  would 
no  doubt  have  gone  on  to  Jonker*8  pbce  and  sifted  the  matter 
to  the  bottom,  but  he  was  taken  ill,  and  obliged  to  return  to 
Nisbett  Bath.  This  illness  terminated  in  death  shortly  after- 
wards, as  already  stated. 

A  few  months  alter  this,  whilst  Mr.  Tindall  was  on  a  visit  to 
the  out  stations  of  the  Nisbett  l>ath  Circuit,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  James  Morris,  he  rei  ;  ived  a  letter  from  Jonki  r,  written  by  ' 
his  own  hand,  stating  that  he  was  still  waiting  for  his  own 
Missionary,  and  reiterating  his  undeviating desire  for  a  Mission- 
ary from  the  same  JSoeietv  as  those  who  were  labouriiifj  amonsr 
his  relatives  at  Bleijdeverwacht.  Wc  do  not  attempt  to  account 
for  the  discrepancy  between  the  two  communications  alluded 
to,  but  merely  state  the  fact,  as  it  seems  to  afford  sufficient 
ground  for  the  action  which  our  Missionaries  afterwards  took  in 
supplying  Jonker  with  the  means  of  religious  instruction. 

The  representations  made  by  the  Missionaries  in  reference  to 
the  opening  fox  the  introduction  of  the  Gospel  into  Damaraland, 
produced  a  powerful  impressiou  in  England.  One  bencTolent 
gentleman  generously  contributed  seven  hundred  pounds  to- 
wards the  enterprise;  whilst  the  Tenerable  Barnabas  Shaw,  who 
had  been  some  time  in  Engknd,  offered*  to  return  to  Southern 
Africa,  to  take  a  part  in  the  good  work.  Mr.  Shaw  was  re- 
appointed to  the  Cape  accordingly,  and  arrived  in  Table  Bay  in 
Isovembci,  1543,  accompiinied  by  tlic  llev.  Messrs.  iauadale, 
J.  B.  Shaw,  and  T.  B.  Catterick.  By  the  Conference  Mr. 
Bidsdale  and  Mr.  Tindall  were  appointed  to  to  Damaraland  ;  but 
ultimately  it  was  considered  best  for  Mr.  Kidsdale  to  take  the 
2iisbett  Bath  station  \  and  that  Mr.  Haddy,  who  had  more  experi- 
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ence  in  the  work,  should  iiroceed  to  the  Damara  Country.  Cipe- 
cially  as  he  had  generously  oircred  to  do  so. 

On  the  arrivnl  of  Mr.  Haddy  at  Jonker'!*  kraal,  accomjuTiiietl 
by  Mr.  Tindnll,  the  whole  matter  was  explained ;  and  the  Chief 
was  left  to  decide  who  should  labour  aoiong  hia  people,  whm,  ke 
unhesitatingly  expressed  his  preliBieiice  for  a  Weslevan  MissionMj; 
and  tiic  Rheniah  Bfisaiooaries  were  left  to  enter  oUier  opeuBg% 
of  which  there  were  many  in  the  country.  For  sefml  ytmn 
afterwarda  Mr.  Haddy  and  Mr.  Tindall  labcnred  in  eonnerai 
with  the  atationt  which  were  now  formed  with  Jonkei^a  tmd 
Amerara  people,  and  with  other  wandenng  trihea  on  thn 
bordeia  of  Damandand ;  and  the  atatiotta  named  ConeOfdin» 
WesleyYate,  and  Biephant*a  Fountain,  appeared  on  the  liit  of 
atationa  for  some  time.  Some  latting  good  waa  no  doubt  doM 
by  the  eealous  labours  of  the^e  men  of  God  ;  but  the  work  waa 
very  fluetuntinGC,  and  the  difficulties  numerous,  arisinj:  partly 
from  the  frcritienl  ahd  loiiLr-wutiirn  d  ahsenc?e of  the  Missiutiarics 
frum  their  jsUtious,  and  the  timo  spt  iit  upon  the  roads  \iMiinsf 
Cape  Town  for  supplies ;  aiid  pailly  irom  the  rebjirr  ui  isic 
('hipfs  into  their  former  drinkint*  hnhjt«,  and  thtir  j;ri|iient 
attacks  u]>on  the  poor  Damaras,  ti^  steal  ihrir  r;t'lU',  cutUtig  olT 
all  hope  uf  extending  the  Goapel  into  the  heart  of  the  l>amara 
country  by  their  aid.  . 

By  the  Conference  of  1S50,  the  Kev.  Messra.  Oodman  aad 
Tbonins  were  appointed  to  atations  in  Damaralaud  ;  but  on  tht 
arrival  of  the  writ^  in  SonUiem  Africa,  to  take  chargt*  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  Piatriet,  be  ftmnd  both  Mr.  Haddy  and  Mr.  TiMiitt 
at  the  Cape,  the  Duiani  Miaaion  having  been  wilbovt  n  Mi^ 
aionaiy  for  aome  time.  In  view  of  ill  the  CMcnnielanwa  cC  tha 
caae,  it  appeared  absohilely  nrccaaaiy  either  to  alrenglbcB  tin 
Damara  Miaaion,  by  the  appointment  of  arrnal  more  mci^  «ii 
to  carry  it  on  with  vigour,  or  to  relinqmah  it  in  favour  of  iba 
Rhenish  Missionarien,  who,  it  was  understood,  wcfe  diaiieaa  to 
Lau:  the  w  liole  count rv'  to  iIm  ni^elves.  A  t nrrfullv  prrpared 
estimate  of  the  ti.peii>ts  luo  -'^ark'  for  the  umUruAinsr  waa 
arrorciini'l?  forwnrded  to  tiie  C  i  iiiniittt  e  in  l.ondrn,  utul  tlje 
ciifrc  piiieed  befi»ie  them  in  nil  n<-  particulnrs.  \"Ve  uuxjuu^iy 
awaiud  the  reply  of  the  t»eaci«i  beovtanea.    Wkon  it  came^  i& 
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was  to  the  effect  that  the  depressed  state  of  tiie  Society's  funds 
would  not  admit  of  the  required  grant  for  the  recommenoemeai 
and  extension  of  the  Bamara  Mission ;  and  that  the  stations 
which  had  been  organized  might  be  handed  over  to  the  German 
Missionaries,  the  whole  of  our  means  being  required  for  thesnpport 
md  consolidation  of  onr  work  in  other  parts  of  the  District.  This 
was  done  accordingly ;  bat  we  entertain  the  hope  that  the  labours 
of  the  Wesleysn  Missionaries  were  not  in  fain  in  Damaraland. 

We  mast  now  request  the  attentbn  of  the  reader  to  a  few 
particidars  connected  with  the  commencement  and  early  histoiy 
of  our  Mission  work  in  Cape  Town  and  <m  (he  neighbonriag 
stations.  On  the  departure  of  Mr.  B.  Shaw  for  Kamaqualand, 
iu  1S15,  the  few  pious  soldiers  and  others  who  had  been  brought 
tti  ;i  knowledge  ui  ihc  iniiii,  met  together  for  prayer  and  uiutuul 
CHliiicatiou,  as  they  bad  opportunity;  and  whenever  a  Missionary 
arrived  from  England,  or  visited  the  colony  from  the  interior, 
he  uiiniatered  to  Uiem  the  word  of  life  during  his  btay,  iu  a 
private,  quiet  way;  and  no  notice  wn^  taken  of  it  by  the  Ciovern- 
nient  authorities.  At  length,  prejudice  gave  way,  every  legal 
hindrance  was  removed  ;  and,  in  1820,  the  Uev.  T.  L,  Hodgson 
was  sent  from  England  to  establish  a  reguhir  Mission  in  Cape 
Town.  Oq  his  arrival,  he  found  the  work  already  commenced. 
'W  hilst  on  a  visit  from  the  interior,  Mr.  Edwards  had  commenced 
preaching,  and  opened  a  Sunday  school  for  the  children  of  slaves, 
and  sneh  of  the  ignorant  adults  of  the  same  dass  as  conld  be 
induced  to  attend,  in  a  large  stoie-room  which  he  had  hired  for 
the  purpose.  On  the  return  of  Mr.  Edwards  to  Namaqualand« 
Mr.  B.  Shaw  was  instructed  to  aid  Mr.  Hodgson  for  a  time,  till 
4he  Mission  should  be  permanently  established.  Having  pmr- 
•chased  suitable  premises,  and  fitted  them  up  as  a  place  of  wor- 
ship and  school-house,  at  an  expense  of  upwards  of  six  hundred 
pounds,  most  ol  wiiich  was  raised  by  subsenpUon  on  the  spot, 
the  building  was  duly  opened  for  Divine  service  on  the  16th  of 
June,  1821,  when  the  Rev.  Dr.  Philip,  of  the  Lomloii  Missionary 
Society,  preachid  in  the  a  ft  t  moon,  from  John  xvii.  31 ;  and  the 
liev.  Mr.  ftmitii,  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  iu  the  evening, 
from  Haggai  ii.  0.  The  collections  at  the  opening  services 
amounted  to  thirty  pounds. 

S  I  3 
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For  several  years  the  Cape  Towa  station  was  occupied  chitiiy 
by  the  llcv.  Messrs.  B.  Shaw  and  T.  L.  Hodgson,  with  the 
^ception  of  the  interfals  during  which  the  one  ▼i'^itcf!  Nania- 
qiialAiid,  and  the  other  the  Bechoana  Coantiy.  On  different 
occasions,  however,  the  conppT^ntion^  ^ve^e  favoured  with  thft 
•Tiluable  aemoes  of  the  Bev.  Messrs.  Edwards,  Arehbdl,  Whil* 
woitb,  GameioD,  Shrewibniy,  Cook,  and  oiben,  m  thi^ 
Mjouned  for  a  time  at  the  Oipe,  in  paasiog  to  and  from  tbdr 
more  distant  stakioni.  The  woik  haring  been  extended  to 
Wynberg  and  Simon's  Town«  wbere  substantial  ohapeb  weio 
Mlt.  in  1896  tbe  Bev.  B.  Snowdall  was  sent  out  ftom  Engiaad 
to  labonr  at  tbe  Cape.  He  was  a  young  roan  of  much  promise,  and 
for  two  or  three  years  was  made  very  useful ;  but  his  course  was 
soon  Kill.  Ill- died  at  Graham's  Town  on  the  OUh  of  March.  1 831. 

In  the  year  1B27,  the  Rev.  B.  Shaw  a  ad  hid  fuiuil)  paid  a 
visit  to  England ;  and  a  lu  w  nnd  larger  rh-^pel  in  Cape  Town 
haviug  bcronje  nece«isnry,  Mr.  tSliaw  n  rcivi  d  many  contributions 
towards  its  irtTtion,  dunnu:  his  ah^Mice  from  tlie  colony.  Mr. 
Shaw  returned  to  the  Cnpc  again  in  18i9  ;  and  the  new  chapel 
in  Burg  Street,  having  been  oompleted»  was  opened  for  Divine 
senrice  on  the  18th  of  April,  1*^31,  when  the  llcv.  S.  Kay,  wbo 
wrts  at)out  to  embark  for  Eogbuid,  preached  in  tbe  moniitt|r»aad 
Mr.  8baw  in  tbe  evening.  The  Mission  having  been  strcc^h- 
ened  by  the  arrival  of  tbe  Ber.  Jamea  Cameton,  from  England, 
the  work  was  extended  to  SteUenboacb,  Somerset  (West),  KI9 
1?iiMiteln,  and  other  places,  some  of  wbieb  bave  aiiioe  beeoma 
important  eentrid  stations  1  and,  allbougb  tbe  progress  of  tba 
Mission  was  not  rapid,  every  year  witnewed  aeeessions  to  tba 
chufdi,  and  tbe  Missionaries  were  eaoonraged  to  perssvere  a 
tbetr  labonrs. 

The  Rev.  T.  L.  Hodgson,  having  spent  nearly  five  year*  io 
England,  returned  to  tlie  Cape  in  the  month  of  January',  ; 
and  cuttTtd  \\\)on  hin  dntie*  \\  ':\\\  his  woutt'd  zrn!  unU  cartieiil> 
ness.  A  §fcon<l  placf  cf  wiirsl.ip  Urinjj  required  in  Cfipe  Town 
for  thr  ^])ccial  ii^c  of  tbe  native  conurr^rntin,  a-*  11  as  for 
Fphool  piirpuses,  Mr.  lIo<lg?nn  imriirtli;i!»  ly  srt  nbout  the  worV, 
and  the  i^ydney  Street  chapel  was  frecie<l  accortlingly.  It  wna 
opened  for  Divine  senrioe  in  IW»  wbsn  tbe  Bev.  WiUisfli 
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SliAW,  who  bad  just  am?ed  from  England,  and  was  on  his  way 
to  Graham's  Town,  and  the  Kev.  Barnabas  Shaw,  both  preached 
on  tlie  occasion.*  .Vitiiost  immediately  alter  tliib,  Mi.  B.  6iiiiw 
embarked  for  England  for  the  second  time.  After  six  years 
spent  in  his  native  country,  in  1843  the  veteruu  Missionary 
aguiu  returned  to  the  scene  of  his  former  labours,  to  spend  tlie 
remainder  of  his  du^'s  iu  doing  good  among  a  people  who  were 
atill  dear  to  him. 

On  the  departure  of  Mr.  B.  Shaw  for  Engkud,  in  1837,  Mr. 
Hodgson  was  appointed  as  his  successor  in  the  important  office 
of  Chainnan  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  District.  This  office 
be  worthily  fulfilled  as  long  as  he  lived,  notwithstanding  the 
leturn  of  Mr.  Shaw,  as  ah^dy  stated ;  and  he  was  in  laboon 
more  abundant.  Mr,  Hodgson  was  a  man  of  robust  frame  of 
bodjy  as  well  as  of  a  large  and  benevolent  heart  i  but  hia  long 
and  arduous  course  of  missionaty  labour  ui  Africa,  together  with 
some  peculiar  trials  which  he  was  called  to  pass  through,  preyed 
upon  his  constitution,  and,  in  the  year  1849,  his  health  began 
seriously  to  faU.  Instead  of  seeking  for  relief  by  a  return  to 
his  native  country,  as  strongly  advised  to  do,  he  lingered  at  hia 
post  of  duty,  and  gradually  sank  to  rise  no  more  in  this  world. 
He  died  very  happy  in  God,  at  Cape  iovvn,  uu  iIk  21st  of  June, 
1850,  in  the  sixty- third  year  of  his  age,  and  thuLy-liiUi  of  his 
ministry. 

*  The»  two  devoted  nsa  were  aotlmilMn,  ss  enoaeoiHly  stated  by  Dr. 
Stevens,  m  Jus  '*  History  of  Hetbodisni,"  and  by  lODie  other  Ameiieui 
writert.  Neither  wen  thcj  related  to  eadi  oiher  in  any  way  by  the  tiea  of 

nature.  Th^  were  aimj^y  honoured  Missionaries  of  the  ('roas,  engaged  at 
the  same  time  on  differeut  parts  of  the  gr^  continent  of  Airica.  Baroabaa 
Shaw  was  the  pioiioor  Wealeyau  Missionary  at  the  Cape  and  in  Xnmaqua- 
Jauil,  and  \Villiutn  ^naw  was  the  Apostle  of  Albany  ntid  Kaffraria.  Their 
])ra!>*'  in  in  all  Ihc  churches,  at  home  and  abroad,  aiul  their  names  will  lonjf 
be  held  iu  gruUiui  aud  affectionate  remcmbrauce.  The  one  first  named  was 
called  to  bis  reward  several  years  ago,  whilst  the  other,  after  labovriag  nitt 
aeeeptanoe  in  aeveral  Cireoita  at  home,  haa  been  deservedly  promoted  to  the 
honoQiaiile  position  *d  Pfeaideat  of  the  Britisli  Weakyaa  Gonfeteaeo. 
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CHAPTER  lY. 

ENTEU'CE  ON  PKBSONAL  MISSION. 

Tbuo  EaWlntioii— Drifm  back  by  ft  Stonn— The  lale  of  VTijEht — 
The  Voyage— Arrival  at  the  Gape— Eellow  Labourm— Kaffir  — 
M  iMOiiaiy  Meetini;— Diatriet  Me8tinR''MiiiSatera*Brcak(hgt  Meetin; — 
Jivmatmry  Vintom— Phigieas  of  the  Woik— XalargeiBeBt  of  Bvrg  Strael 

Chapel — Mission  Stationa  vitited — Eogliah  Work  at  Burg  Street— 
Dutch  Work  at  Sy.lney  Street— Hope  Street— Sunday  School  Umam 
— liondcbosch — Newlands —  Claremont — Wynbcrg  — Dicp  Rivfsr— 
SimoT>'s  Town— FJspy'3  River-— Someraei  (West) — ^Xernngton  Grore — 
Struud — StellenboBch — iiaithby. 

It  was  at  a  somewhat  eventful  period  of  the  history  of  our 
South  Africnn  Missions  that  T  and  niv  dear  wife  were  requested 
to  ^0  abroad  for  the  third  time;  and  at  the  Conference  ^f  IS 50 
I  received  an  appoiutment  as  the  Chairman  and  Geueral  Su{>er- 
intendcnt  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  District,  ia  the  place  of 
the  Eev.  T.  L.  Hodgson,  who  at  the  last  advices  was  said  to  be 
dangerously  ill,  and  who  soon  afterwards  finished  his  course,  as 
stated  at  the  close  of  the  last  chapter*   I  had  laboured  for  two 
years,  with  much  comfort,  among  a  loving  people  as  the  Supeiin- 
tendent  of  the  Newport  Circuit,  Isle  of  Wight,  and  had  con* 
seated  to  remain  for  a  third  year,  when  the  call  to  foreign 
service  so  nnexpeetedly  came  to  hand.   On  looking  at  it  from, 
every  point  of  view,  it  appeared  to  be  providential ;  and  we  had, 
therefore,  nothing  to  do  but  meekly  submit  to  the  will  of  God, 
especially  as  I  remembered  that  ever  since  the  Lord  redeemed 
my  life  from  destruction  in  such  a  remarkable  manner,  His 
vows  were  u])on  me  to  live,  and  labour,  and  suffer,  and  die, 
where,  and  when,  and  how,  He  in  His  intinite  wisdom  might 
appoint.   We,  therefore,  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  the  arrange, 
mert,  and  began  to  prepare  for  our  new  scene  of  labour. 

On  Tuesday,  the  1 9th  of  November,  Mrs.  Moister  and  I  met 
the  Bev,  John  and  Mrs.  Thomas,  who  were  to  hS  our  fellow* 
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voyagers,  at  the  Miasion-Hoase ;  and  having  heen  commended  to 
God  in  prayer,  by  our  friend  the  Eev.  Dr.  Hoole,  we  kft 
London,  by  the  Blaokwall  Bailway,  to  join  a  Thames  steamer, 
aeeompanied  by  Messrs.  Adams,  Hebb,  Botberham,  and  other 
friends.  On  arriving  at  Gravesend,  we  immediately  went  on 
board  the  ship  "Emperor,"  by  which  our  passage  was  taken 
to  the  Gape,  and  which  we  fonnd  lying  at  anchor  in  the  river. 
After  uniting  In  prayer  and  conversation  for  a  short  time  in  onr 
cabin<,  our  friends  took  leave  of  us ;  and  having  watched  them* 
with  peculiar  feelings  till  they  reached  the  shore,  and  exchaiifi^ed 
the  last  signals  of  friendly  recognition  as  lon<;  as  they  were  in 
sight,  we  went  below  to  put  little  matters  ri^ht  in  our  berths, 
preparatory  to  our  voyage.  In  the  evening  Mr.  Thomas  and  I 
went  on  shore  to  a  Missionary*  Meeting,  whicii  we  heard  was 
beinf^  held  in  the  Wesleyan  chapel  nt  nrnvTsend.  We  were 
received  with  a  hearty  welcome  by  I  lie  Mmistei"3  cintl  friends 
who  were  assembled  together.  The  llev.  Messrs.  li.  Gn-'^ory 
and  M.  QiUings  were  present  as  the  deputation  from  the  Parent 
Society ;  and,  as  they  very  kindly  made  way  for  us,  we  had  an 
opportnnity  of  once  more  pleading  the  cause  of  Missions  before 
we  again  bade  adieu  to  our  native  land.  The  interest  of  the 
occasion  was  enhanced,  not  only  by  the  presence  of  two  Mis- 
sionaries, who  had  spent  many  years  in  foreign  lands,  and  were 
embsrking  again  in  the  glorious  enteiprise,  but  also  by  the 
reference  which  I  was  led  to  make  to  the  drcumatances  con- 
nected with  my  first  going  out,  and  to  the  happy  Sabbath  which 
I  spent  in  the  same  chapel  nineteen  years  before,  as  noticed  at* 
page  122  of  these  Memorials.  Many  changes  had  taken  place 
in  the  interim;  but  tiiere  remained  a  few  old  disciples  who  remem- 
bered my  former  visits,  and  who,  I  believe,  united  fervently  in 
supplication,  when  we  were  commended  to  God  in  prayer  at  the 
close  of  th(;  meetiiii^  by  the  Kev.  Mr.  Tippett,  previous  to  return- 
ing to  onr  ship  iu  the  river. 

Al)  ut  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning,  Captain  Bay  and  tl;e 
rcuiaiuuig  passengers  having  come  on  bonrd,  we  weighed  aticlior, 
and  proceeded  down  the  river  with  the  ebbing  tide  and  a  fair 
wind.  On  Thursday,  we  passed  the  Downs,  where  our  pilot  left 
us,  by  whom  we  sent  letters  to  our  friends.   The  motion  of  the 
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vessel  was  now  considerable,  nnd  most  of  the  passengt^rii  were 
prostrated  hv  spa  sickness.  Tlirru^h  niprcy,  I  \vn<«  ii«tial 
unaffected  with  this  painful  malady,  and  my  dear  wit'e  suffered 
lets  than  oa  former  occasions.  On  Friday  we  were  off  Beachy 
Head ;  and  on  Saturdaj  we  passed  the  Isle  of  Wight,  of  whiek 
we  had  a  fine  view,  and  weie  led  to  think  and  speak  of  dear 
firienda  on  shore  with  whom  wc  had  often  held  aweei  ooonael* 
and  walked  lo  the  honae  of  God  in  company ;  but  wKom  wa 
oould  acyreely  hope  to  meet  again  in  tUa  world. 

Hitherto  the  wind  had  been  faTOurable,  and  tailing  at  pleatant 
at  could  be  expected,  in  the  month  of  November,  in  the  Sn^iali 
Channel;  but  on  Satntday  erening  the  wind  changed  to  the 
north-west.  In  the  conrse  of  the  night  it  incteased  in  violoMtft 
and  before  morniuj^  we  wen  overtaken  hy  one  of  tha  moal 
terrific  gales  I  ever  witnested.  During  the  whole  day,  on  Sun* 
day,  the  storm  continued  with  awful  fury,  the  sea  constantly 
bri  i^iir^over  the  ship  iu  the  most  nppallin«r  man  tier.  Three  sads 
were  torn  to  rihhons  before  thev  could  be  taken  in,  the  whwl  bv 
which  the  vpiisel  was  steered  was  Itroken  to  p{f»cp^.  an']  scvfral 
tni««e«j  of  hay  U)T  thf»  «>hee|)  were  w.i^hrd  n\ rrho.inl.  On  -^'Vaxs^ 
up  on  deck,  T  io()k( d  upon  a  seetu'  of  ;\\vriil  ^nindenr  the  ndk 
was  litenilly  running  mountains  hi<^h;  our  noble  ship  was  com* 
pleiely  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  whil^^t  the  wind  whiatled 
through  the  rigging  in  pensive  moans,  which  were  su;rgestive  of 
feelings  of  despondency.  Every  thing  on  deck  was  in  a  elate  oC 
wild  confusion.  Our  noble  Captain  and  brave  teamen  wm 
doing  everything  that  well  directed  tkill  and  penevering  effect 
eonid  achieve,  for  the  safety  of  the  vetsd  and  the  pitten«en.  Aa 
the  warn  broke  over  the  ahtp»  the  water  flowed  into  the  cabin  i 
and  aa  the  vettet  was  aometimes  alraoet  on  her  beam  enda»  botti 
•nd  other  fixtnrea  were  breaking  loose  from  their  laalcningt,  ami 
the  noite  and  commotion  were  frightful.  All  that  we  eonld  do 
was  to  endeavour  to  hold  on,  and  to  be  earnest  in  prayer  and 
supplication  to  Him  who 

"  luJii  ufMu  the  ttormy  »lr. 
And  ralmf  th«  roariog  ta,'* 

In  these  n  H;fiou^  t  \(  rri-i'«i  the  pnsnenijrri,  hIkiuI  a  d<>?eii  in 
number*  readily  joined  us ;  tor  tear  and  dismay  sal  upon  erciy 
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•countenaDce.  Ua?iog  placed  ourselves  round  the  cuddy  ttbJe, 
Avhich  was  well  secured,  and  to  which  we  oould  ding  witk  con- 
fidence as  the  vessel  pitched  and  rolled,  wc  spent  many  Lours  in 
leading  suitable  portions  of  Scripture  and  select  hymnst  &Bd  in 
foayer  and  exhortation.  In  tbese  exercises  Mr.  Thomas  and 
I  relieved  each  other,  aa  in  turns  we  became  exhausted ;  for  the 
passengers,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  were  incessant  in  their 
requests  that  we  would  continue  to  call  upon  God,  that  He  might 
Mve  us.  As  the  gale  continued  with  unabated  fury  during  the 
night,  we  got  but  little  rest ;  and  altogeth<ar  our  first  Sabbath 
«t  sea  on  this  occasion  was  a  day  long  to  be  remembered. 

On  Monday,  the  25th,  the  storm  still  continued  with  scarcely 
«ny  abateojeuL ;  but  d  temporary  tilkr  iiaviii*^  been  rijjged  to  steer 
the  ship,  her  motion  was  less  violent.  As  we  hud  six  sailors  dis- 
abled from  severe  bruises  and  expOfcure,  one  having  fallen  from 
■aloft,  and  as  we  found,  also,  that  a  considerably  quantity  of  our 
live  stock  had  perished  in  the  cold  and  wet,  the  Captain 
deemed  it  necessary  to  run  into  port  the  tirst  favourable  oppor- 
tunity, to  repair  damages,  and  prepare  for  sea  again.  Towards 
•evening  the  gale  moderated  a  little,  for  wliich  we  felt  truly 
thankfid;  and,  as  we  had  been  driven  back  directly  up  the 
Ohannel,  all  the  time  that  the  storm  had  continued,  we  looked 
out  anxiously  for  the  sight  of  land  on  the  English  or  Frendt 
4S0Bst,  but  were  disappointed. 

On  the  following  day  the  wind  became  still  more  moderate ; 
and  when  we  got  a  sight  of  knd,  we  found  that  we  were  off 
Beaehy  Head.  Tuesday  was  spent  in  beating  up  for  the  Isle  of 
'Wight ;  and  at  night  we  were  able  to  come  to  anchor  off  Bern- 
bridge  Point.  We  got  under  weigh  early  on  the  following 
morning,  and  about  noon  we  came  to  anchor  off  Cowes.  We 
went  on  shore  iramediatcly,  and  met  with  a  hearty  reception 
from  my  former  esteemed  colleague,  the  E,cv.  John  Pariy,  his 
iimiable  family,  and  other  friends.  Findin;^  that  a  day  or  two 
.at  least  would  be  required  for  repairin;^  the  vccjacl,  we  hired  a 
conveyance  and  drove  over  to  iNewpori  in  the  afternoon ;  and 
thus  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  my  old  friend  and  succes5(0r^ 
the  Rev.  John  Wood,  who,  with  Mrs.  Wood,  and  many  other 
4lear  iriends»  was  truly  glad  to  see  us,  after,  our  providential 
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detifertmce  from  tlie  daagen  of  the  deep.  We  gratefo^f 
accepted  the  kind  infitation  of  Mr.  and  Mn.  Charles  Dore  to  • 
lodging  for  the  night  at  their  hoepitable  maniion ;  and  the  tieil 
day,  after  calling  npon  as  many  friends  as  our  Hmtted  tino 
would  permit,  we  ratnnied  to  Gowes  in  Mr.  W,  B*  Grotes^a 
carringc,  which  he  kindly  placed  at  oar  disposal,  aoeompanied 
hy  the  Bev.  Mr.  Wood  and  Mrs.  Wood,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Orofes» 
Mrs.  Joseph  Grof  es»  and  Miss  WsTell.  These  dear  friends, 
toother  with  the  Bev.  J.  Parry  and  Mrs.  J.  Pinhorn,  kindly 
went  witli  us  oa  hoard  the  "Emperor;"  nnd,  aflrr  havins^ 
viewed  tlic  ship,  and  taken  some  refreshment,  tliey  tmitrd  ujth 
us  in  singing  a  hymn  and  in  prayer  to  God,  iltca  took  an 
offectionate  leave  of  us.  ami  returned  to  the  shore,  whilst  «e 
prepared  to  put  to  sea  oncv  more. 

Karly  ou  the  mornin;*:  of  JSatunlay,  the  SOtli,  wr  weighed 
anchor  a^ain,  and  passed  through  the  Needles  with  a  gentle 
brerrc  in  our  faTOOT.  When  we  were  off  Yarmouth,  my  fricnda 
Captain  Wchb,  came  on  board  to  say  farewell ;  and  when  WW 
wvrc  fairly  outside,  the  pilot,  Mr.  Davis  or  Sea  View,  left  us» 
by  whom  we  again  sent  letters  to  onr  friends,  and  by  whom  I 
also  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  a  bos  of  Tslnahle  pio> 
sents  for  our  schools  from  the  friends  at  Sea  View  and  8l» 
Helen's,  which  had  come  to  hand  whibt  the  ship  was  in  hafboor« 

When  we  got  out  to  sea  this  time,  we  met  with  nothing  mora 
to  impede  onr  progress ;  although  the  first  part  of  our  voyage 
was  somewhat  stormy  and  boisterous,  especially  while  erosstnc 
the  Bay  of  Biscay.  On  Monday,  the  16th  of  December,  we 
spoke  the  bnrquc  "Orient,"  twtnty-oue  days  from  Engknd^ 
bouml  for  Goree.  The  Captain  told  us  that  he  ua«  iti  lite  M.ir- 
gate  K' :til^  (iurine  the  fearful  gale  of  i?uDday.  the  24;h  of 
Kovember,  and  that  bt-furt*  his  departurr  one  \ifli$el  ramr  ia 
water-lo?2'*»d,  nnd  another  dismnMerl,  w?il:'it  immerous  wrecks 
had  ocTurrcti  along  the  const ;  so  that  we  had  additional  cause 
for  gratitude  to  (»o<l  for  our  preservation.  >\  hilsl  we  wciw 
sittiuK  at  dinner  m  the  cuddy  the  saoM  day,  a  heary  block  frO 
fmm  aloft  on  the  skylight  nlx>ve  our  heads,  and  shivered  the 
thick  plate-glata  ^f  the  sky-light  to  pieces,  one  of  which  fell  on 
the  Ubie  dose  to  the  Captain  and  Mrs.  Moister.  brtakiqg  thsr 
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plates  before  tlicui,  and  ^et,  through  mercy,  no  oue  received 
any  injury. 

On  entering  the  tropics,  and  cominji^  within  the  inllut  iicc  of 
tlie  trade-winds,  sailing  became  vrrv  pleasant ;  and  we  were 
able  to  hold  our  reliixious  services  with  rejjularity  and  comfort. 
Mr.  Thomas  and  I  preached  and  rend  prayers  alternately  on  the 
Sabbath  and  on  Christmas  Day ;  and  we  were  pleased  to  see 
the  passengers  and  seamen  attending  with  devout  solemnity. 
We  had  also  in  our  own  cabin,  for  our  own  edification*  weekly 
class-meetings  and  prajer-meetings,  which  were  very  profit** 
ablp ;  and,  with  solemn  prayer  and  praise,  we  bbld  our  own 
watch«night  at  thcclose  of  the  year,  whilst  our  gallant  ship  was 
plonghing  her  way  through  the  mighty  deep. 

On  Monday,  the  6th  of  January,  1861,  having  crossed  the 
Equator  during  the  night,  we  had  a  visit  from  old  Neptune  and 
his  wife.  The  foolish  ceremony  of  shaving  all  who  had  never 
before  crossed  the  Line  was  duly  observed ;  while  the  god  of  the 
deep  and  his  consort  sat  in  state  in  a  car,  in  which  they  had 
been  previously  draori^ed  round  the  deck  of  the  ship.  The  pas- 
seni^ers  who  wished  to  be  exempt  of  course  paid  the  tine ;  and 
the  aflair  passed  olF  without  any  unpleasant  consequences. 

Nothing  further  worthy  of  notice  occurred  dtirinjj  the 
remainder  of  the  passage,  our  time  beijii^  pleasantly  spent  in 
rendinix  Mnd  conversation,  and  in  occasionnllv  cxchnnirinjr  sii:- 
Hals  with  a  passing  vessel,  till  Monday,  tlie  3rd  of  February, 
when  we  once  more  heard  the  cheering  sound  of  **  Land  a* 
head  I  "  It  proved  to  be  the  grand  promontory  of  Southern 
Africa,  with  Table  Mountain  in  dim  outline,  only  to  be  dis- 
cerned by  the  practised  eye.  We  arose  early  on  the  following 
morning,  and  on  going  upon  deck,  we  had  a  fine  view  of  Table 
Mountain,  and  the  minor  elevations  called  the  DeviPs  Peak,  the 
Idea's  Head,  the  Lion's  Bump,  and  Green  Point,  with  nume* 
lous  farms  and  dwelling-houses  stretching  along  the  shore. 
The  prospect  was  of  a  most  inteersting  and  romantic  character, 
and  fully  met  our  preconceived  ideas  of  the  boldness  and  grandeur 
of  African  scenery.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we 
entered  Table  Bay,  and  came  to  anchor,  with  Cape  Town  fidl 
in  our  view.    A  strong  south-east  wind  was  blowinj^,  uud  the 
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admonitory  white  cloud,  called  tbe  "  table  cloth/*  was  sprcaci 
over  Table  Mountaiii,  indicating  the  probability  of  its 
Ing  in  violence;  the  Bev.  B.  Bidadale  had  therefore,  with  his 
usual  forethought,  sent  off  a  boat  n  ith  a  ante  advising  us  to 
laod  vitbont  delay,  if  possible.  We  did  so  at  eoosidenbb 
liak,  and  with  some  disoomfort ;  the  waves  Ireqnentlj  dashiBf 
cm  the  boat  as  we  sailed  along.  Through  a  kind  and  gn* 
dons  Pkovidenoe,  we  reached  the  shore  in  safety,  and  knad 
Mr.  Bidsdale  and  Mr.  Duffett  waiting  for  ns  on  the  whatl 
"We  immediately  aooompanied  them  to  the  Mission-Uonse,  m 
Surg  Street,.where  we  met  with  a  cordial  reeeption  from  Mrs. 
Bidsdale  and  family.  In  passiu<;  up  the  streets  of  Cape  Town 
we  had  to  encounter  clouds  of  dust  ami  .>-and ;  and  BUo<^^th«r 
our  first  impressions  ol  th*'  "Cape  of  Storms"  wrrc  not  very 
favourable;  but  th(v  iinpi\.\Lii  ;,;  .  :\. .uik^,  for  wc  found  that  it 
waa  not  nlways  stormy  at  tlu  Cspc  oi  Good  Hope. 

On  morning'  of  \Vcdne*clay,  tlic  .".th,  I  took  a  walk  Infore 
brefikra!>l,  antl  IkuI  a  more  faVDurablo  vit  wcf  Capo  Tow n,  tb«i 
south-ea&t  wind  having  subsided ;  and  1  was  much  plensed  wub 
the  appearanct;  of  the  pkce.  In  the  oftemoon,  the  llcvs.  Bar- 
nabas Shaw,  Richard  Haddy,  and  Matthew  Godman,  with  their 
wives,  came  in  from  Bondebosch  and  Wynbcig  to  welcome  our 
arrival.  We  had  soon  afterwards  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the 
Bevs.  Edward  Bdwards^  BidiBrd  BidgiU,  Joseph  Tinddk 
John  A.  Bailie,  and  Joseph  Jackson,  who,  together  with 
esteemed  colleague,  the  Bev.  Benjamin  Bidsdale,  nnd  my 
beloved  fellow  voyager,  the  Bev.  John  Thomas,  catered  with 
me  into  the  various  matters  pertaining  to  the  inteiesls  of  the 
District,  with  a  cordiality  and  friendliness  whieh  at  ooee  Hsimed 
my  confidence,  and  afforded  me  much  comfort  at  a  time  when 
the  responsibility  of  my  position  in  a  new  sphere  of  duly 
lna\ity  «ri-!n  J  upo!i  my  *piiU.  With  UK'?!  v\  tlu tii^r 
bitlLrcn,  and  uilU  the  licv.  .Mi»$rs.  Camcrori,  l>ail>«T,  i'ar>oii- 
son,  and  IVirsilry,  who  nfi<r«ariU  joinul  us,  i  ^pmt  ><.\rf3l 
happy  uari  (J'  uui^iouikry  lab(;ur  ;  aiul  1  K'ok  l»:uk.  with  mui'ii 
pltasurr  on  the  harmony  ami  <;c'u<J  feeling  wiiuli  ^t  Kcr.iIly  prr- 
vaiUd  lu  our  counsels,  and  on  lii**  nifa>uri'  ot  succi?.*  uuh 
which  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  was  pleased  to  mmu  ov 
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We  had  scarcely  landed  on  the  shores  of  Africa  when  we  were 
informed  that  there  had  been  a  serious  outbreak  among  the 
Kaffirs  on  Chmtmas  Day,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  frontier  of 
the  colony  was  involved  in  war.  This  intelligence  was  rendered 
tlie  more  appalling  by  the  report  that  a  large  number  of  Hotten- 
tots in  the  Kat  Biver  Settlement,  and  other  natives,  had  in  this 
instance  nnited  with  the  Kaffirs  against  the  English.  Although 
the  metropolis  was  so  far  distant  from  the  scene  of  contest, 
mndi  anxiety  and  commotion  existed  at  the  time  of  our  arrival. 
All  the  troops  had  ^  been  dispatched  to  Knffirlnnd,  and  levies 
were  being  made  to  raise  a  strong  militia  force  to  aid  in  the 
defence  of  the  Colony.  Tliose  who  had  faith  in  the  Providence 
of  God  betook  themselves  to  prayer;  and  such  ituh^cd  was  the 
general  opinion  that  prevailed  on  this  subject,  thnt  a  day  had 
been  appointed  by  the  Governor  n^?  a  dny  of  ]niblic  humiliation 
and  prayer  for  the  tcrmiuatiou  of  the  Kathr  war.  This  was 
Friday,  the  7th  of  February,  two  days  after  our  arrival.  We 
had  a  prayer-meeting  in  the  forenoon  in  Wesley  Chapel,  and 
Mr.  Bidsdale  preached  an  impressive  sermon  in  the  evening. 

On  Sunday,  the  Sth,  I  preached  for  the  first  time  in  Wesley 
Chapel  to  a  respectable  and  intelligent  congregation,  whilst  Mr. 
Bidsdale  officiated  at  the  native  chapel  in  Sydney  Street,  in 
Dutch,  In  the  afternoon  I  drove  out  to  Bondebosch,  where  I 
preached  a  miasionary  sermon  in  the  evening.  On  the  follow- 
ing  day  the  public  Annual  Missionary  Meeting  was  held  at  the 
same  place,  when  I  had  the  pleasnre  of  uniting  with  the  Bev. 
-Messrs.  Shaw,  Edwards,  Haddy,  Bidgill,  Bidsdale,  Gk>dman, 
and  Thomas,  in  pleading  the  cause  of  Missions  ;  and  the  spirit 
of  missionary  zeal  and  liberality  which  I  witnessed,  both  on  the 
part  of  the  Ministers  and  the  pcoph:  assembled,  was  truly  cheer- 
ing, and  benntifiilly  exemplified  the  fact  that  Methodism  is  the 
same  all  th(;  world  over. 

On  Tuesday,  the  10th,  we  held  a  District  Meeting,  which  had 
been  adjourned  from  the  regular  annual  assembling  of  the  breth- 
ren some  time  before,  for  the  consideration  of  some  important 
matters  which  awaited  my  arrival.  The  principal  of  these  was 
the  somewhat  perplexing  question  of  the  Damara  Mission, 
-which  was  dealt  with  in  the  manner  already  stated*  All  the 
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brethren  iu  the  District  were  present  at  ihis  meeting,  excipi 
thiee,  who  h«d  not  yet  arri?ed  from  the  interior;  and  tkey  wm 
perfectly  unnuimoos  in  their  views  of  the  reipeettve  aattem 
brought  before  them.  The  prospective  stations  woe  airaifed 
apparently  to  the  satialliGtaon  of  all  parties  ooDoenied»  most  of 
the  brethren  continuing  in  the  spheres  of  labour  which  tliqr  bad 
pieviottsly  occupied,  Ur.  Thomas  going  to  Simon's  Town,  wbcra 
a  resident  Minister  was  much  required ;  whilst  the  requests  of 
Mr.  Jackson  to  remove  to  Natal  as  a  Supernumerary,  and  lfr« 
Haddy  to  return  to  Ei)<;hind,  after  a  long  and  bommrable  period 
of  64;rvice  in  South  AfricB,  were  duly  coiniuemled  to  the  iiiiMi 
consiilcration  of  the  Coniiuiitee. 

Alihou|>:li  nnitli  fatigued  with  the  exert  ise  involved  m  the 
variuub  uiatters  of  business  whwh  had  rcquin'il  my  nttenlion 
every  day  and  evrry  Isour  simr  our  jirrival,  lu  say  11*  Uattg  ul' 
the  labour  ri^uutcied  with  tlie  lauding  an<l  uupju  Lin^  o(  our 
luggage,  1  preached  on  Wednesday  evenings  the  Illh,  ;U  Buig 
btrt'cl  chapel,  to  an  interesting  congr^tion ;  and  00  the  fo^ 
lowing  Sabbath  I  preached  at  \Vynbeig»  in  the  morning,  OB 
behalf  of  the  Sunday  School,  and  at  Bondebosch  in  the  evening. 
On  Monday  evening  I  attended  an  interesting  meeting  of  tb» 
London  Missionary  Society  in  Union  Chapel,  and,  aeoordii^  In 
request,  gave  some  aeoonnt  of  my  Isboun  in  tbo  West  Indies 
which  appeared  to  interest  the  audienoe. 

On  Tuesday,  the  18th,  I  attended  for  the  first  tiaw  tba 
Ministers*  Bivakfatt  Meeting,  at  wbtch  I  met  with  the  Bev. 
George  Morgan,  the  Minister  of  the  Scotch  Church;  the  Uev. 
l/^illiauj  Thouijisoii,  A^luI  of  tin:  I.^iiuioii  Mi^siou.irv  ^^vlrcv  ; 
the  lu'v.  Ahi.ihiiui  l  auer,  Senior  Miuistcr  of  tli<'  Dutch  K«  formtj 
ChurtUi  lilt'  Hi  V.  U,  I,flrob,  Epi-^roj^iiliiui  Mmisiter  of  i  rmuv 
Church;  and  other  dear  bretbrtu  in  ChriM,  with  u'li.uu  I  h»d 
fre'|ucntly  the  happiness  of  being  afterwards  a»i»ociiiicci  m  similar 
gatherings  and  in  various  benevolent  nntl  ]  hilauthrapio  cffocti^ 
nod  with  whom  1  lived  and  laboured  during  the  entire  period  of 
my  rtsidence  at  the  Cape  in  perfect  harmony  and  love.  This 
Ministers*  Meeting  is  an  institution  of  long  standing  at  the  Gapsi 
It  is  held  alternate  wedt  at  the  residence  of  each  Miniate 
in  rotatioii,  who  can  conveniently  enter  into  tba  muipmak 
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After  takiiig  breakfast  together,  an  hour  is  spent  in  prayer  and 
leligious  converBBiion,  the  Minister  presiding  at  whose  house  the 
meeting  is  held  for  the  time  being.  Any  Minister  is  at  lib^y 
to  take  with  him  and  introduce  a  ministerial  friend  who  may  be 
on  a  visit  to  the  Cape  ;  and  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
with  Br.  Livingstone,'  the  Bev«  Bobert  Moffat,  and  other  honoured 
ihthers  and  brethren  from  the  interior  of  Africa,  and  from  India 
and  Australia.  In  subaeqnent  years,  a  South  African  Branch 
■of  the  FAaii^ilical  Alliance  was  formed  at  the  Cape ;  but  long 
before  the  orgauizatioii  of  such  an  institution  tlic  thing  itself  was 
in  existence  in  Cape  Town,  being  fostered  by  iLcsc  Miiiislers' 
Meetings  ;  and  I  can  testily  wilh  pleasure  that  I  never  resided  in 
any  pLice  where  1  witnessed  more  of  harm*  ny  and  good  feeling 
among  Ministers  and  people  of  different  relji;ious  denominations. 

On  Wednesday,  the  26th,  the  Rev.  John  E.  IS.  Williams,  with 
Mrs.  Williams,  Miss  Cryer,  and  Miss  Batcbelor,  arrived  from 
India,  on  their  way  to  England,  Mrs.  Williams  being  in  a  feeble 
state  of  health,  ^oon  afterwards,  Mr.  Williams  was  appointed 
to  minister  to  the  Coolies  in  the  Colony  of  Deineraia,  where  he 
fell  a  sacrifice  to  yellow  fever,  on  the  27th  of  August,  1853.  This 
was  the  first  Indian  Missionary  party  that  we  entertained  after 
our  arrival  at  the  Cape ;  but  we  had  frequently  the  opportunity 
afterwards  of  welcoming  to  the  shores  of  South  Africa  dear 
brethren  and  their  familiea  passmg  and  repassing  to  and  from 
their  respective  scenes  of  labour  in  Natal,  India,  and  Australia ; 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  being  a  convenient  place  of  call,  where 
they  seemed  to  ciijoy  a  few  days  on  shore  to  break  the  mono- 
tony  of  a  long  sea  voyage.  We  have  a  pleasant  recollection  of 
agreeable  visits  from  the  Kev.  Messrs.  Edward  linrdy  with  Mrs. 
Hardy,  Samuel  Hardy  with  ^Irs.  Hardy  and  lamily,  Joseph 
Morris  wnth  Mrs.  Morris  and  family,  Isaac  Harding  with  Mrs. 
Hardmg,  Thomas  Hodgson  with  Mrs.  Hodgson  and  son,  Johu 
Pinkney  with  Mrs.  Finkney  and  family,  Robert  Young,  William 
Shaw,  Daniel  Sanderson,  David  Griffiths,  Bobert  Stephenson* 
John  Scott,  Bobert  W.  Pordige,  U,  W.  Bean,  and  some  others. 

When  we  had  become  iu  some  measure  settled  in  our  new 
station  at  Cape  Town,  we  found  it  to  be  a  very  interesting  and 
important  sphere  of  labour*  In  addition  to  my  numerous  official 
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duties,  I  had  the  eharge  of  the  Bngliih  work  in  eomiexioa  wil^ 
Wesley  Chapel,  Burg  Street,  whilst  mj  worthj  eoUeagoB^ 
Mr.  Bidsdale,  attended  to  the  native  department  in  Sydney 
Street.  The  oongrc^'ations  at  both  places  of  woniiip  wero 
increasingly  large  and  attentive;  and  the  Leaders,  Local 
Preachers,  and  Sabbath  School  Teachers,  werezealons  and  active 
in  their  respective  departments  of  duty.  We  iinrae<liately  saw 
here,  as  wc  had  ohvix  done  in  other  plnees,  the  great  impon.^nce 
of  attending  to  the  religious  instruction  of  the  riising  gcneratic^fi* 
Mrs,  Moistcrcherrfullv  to^V  ritarijc  of  a  pelect  "Rihl»»  Clns<  whioh 
had  brrn  for  s^onw  time  met  on  tbf  >^al)bnth  morning  hy  tho 
Minister's  wife  ;  and  1  orgnnize(i  one  of  a  more  general  charoeter, 
to  which  I  attended  on  the  Monday  afternoon,  which  soon  num- 
bered upwards  of  fifly  interesting  boys  and  giris,  of  diicrenS 
shades  of  complexion. 

Before  the  close  of  our  first  Tcar*s  resideoee  in  Cape  Xown» 
the  enlargement  of  onr  Bnrg  Street  chapel  appearing  to  bcr 
absolntely  necessary,  I  therefore  called  the  Trnstees  together, 
consnlted  with  my  brethren  and  friends,  and  we  eel  about  tka- 
work  in  good  earnest.   It  was  a  great  nndertaking,  ennndering 
the  heavy  debt  upon  the  premises,  and  the  slender  charaetv  of 
our  resources,  in  a  mited  community,  where  Methodism  had  not 
as  yet  obtained  a  very  substantial  footing.    But  onr  leadin|^ 
fricnd-s  wvw  fui!  "-f  heart  and  hope;  mn\  we  romniencsed  ilie  work 
in  tlif  sjiirit  of  faitli  and  prayer.   Having  oblaitu-d  a  re&p^ctahle 
list  of  sul)>rrip;ion'i,  and  prr{>ared  plans  and  !»|K'r!fifiition!«  of 
iho  <'nlar:;('ini  nt's  arul  alterations  to  he  ujadr,  we  advertised  for 
tejidcr-*,  and  arocpted  the  one  whieh  w;;s  approved.    Ihr  wrH 
end  of  the  chapel  was  tak(  n  down,  and  the  building  enlarged 
by  an  additiofi  of  twenty-five  feet  to  its  length,  wbdst  the  ceiltag 
was  rni^ed  about  eight  feet  higher  at  the  sides,  making  the  pkm 
nore  lofty  and  airy,  whilst  at  the  same  time  its  appcamnea  was 
very  mneh  improved.   A  gallery  was  also  erected  at  the  casl 
end  of  the  ehapel  with  a  view  to  afloni  aeeomniodatiaB  to  the 
aehool  diildren,  as  well  as  to  aftard  additional  aittings  for  the 
increaaiog  enngrrgatioo.  Theaa  additions  and  impmenwnta 
were  satisfactorily  eompleted  at  an  eipenditore  of  about  AMO; 
■adiMk  was  the  liberality  withwhidi  the  people  came  forward  k 
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nid  of  the  undertaking,  that  tlie  whole  was  completed  without 
any  assistance  from  the  Parent  Society,  and  without  any  increase 
to  the  debt  upon  the  premises. 

Having  attended  to  various  matters  nf  lju>iiu"?9  connected 
with  the  District,  which  hnd  been  accumulating  during  the 
period  which  had  elapsed  since  the  death  of  my  lamented  pre- 
deceuor,  and  attended  to  the  claims  of  my  own  Circuit,  by 
renewing  the  quarterly  tickets  of  the  church  members,  adminis- 
tering the  sacrament  of  the  Lord*s  Supper,  and  holding  busi* 
Desa  meetings  with  the  Trustees,  Leaders,  Local  Preachers,  and 
Sunday  School  Teachers,  I  embraced  the  first  opportunity  which 
presented  itself  of  paying  a  friendly  visit  to  the  mpective 
stations  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Cape.  A  few  particulan 
as  to  the  character  and  extent  of  our  work  inthb  important 
section  of  the  Mission  field,  at  the  period  to  which  I  refer,  may 
be  intercstiug  to  the  reader,  ns  they  will  clearly  show  thit  tlie 
labours  of  the  early  Missionaries  iiad  not  been  iu  vain  in  the 
Lord. 

Cnpp  Town  has  already  been  sufficiently  ilt  scribed,  as  to  its 
situation,  general  appearance,  and  population,  to  give  the 
reader  a  definite  idea  of  its  position  and  importance  as  the 
capital  of  the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  It  only 
remains  for  me  to  make  a  few  further  observations  upon  it  as  a 
Wesleyan  Mission  station.  As  already  stated,  we  haye  here 
two  distinct  and  important  departments  of  labour,  one  for  the 
English,  and  another  for  the  natives*  or  Dutch-speaking  por* 
tion  of  the  inhabitants.  Our  place  of  worship  in  Burg  Street, 
colled  Wesley  Chapel,  adjoining  which  is  the  Minister's  resi- 
dence, with  a  private  oonmranioation  through  the  vestiy  door, 
is  a  neat,  respectable,  and  commodious  sanctuary.  Since  its 
efdargcnient,  it  will  aicaramodate  about  six  hundred  people. 
For  intelligence  and  respectability,  the  congregation  would  bear 
n  comparison  with  that  of  any  provincial  town  in  England. 
On  entering  Eurg  Street  chapel  on  a  Sabbath  day,  all  the  ser- 
vices being  conducted  in  English,  and  in  every  respect  after  the 
good  old  Methodist  style,  the  visitor  might  easily  imagine  him- 
self back  again  in  his  native  land.  On  my  arrival  at  the  Cape, 
I  found,  in  oonneiion  with  this  station,  about  one  hundred  and 
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timty  church  members ;  and  the  Ctnsses  xrtn  m  a  veiy  ftar 
•late  of  diacipiine.  By  tke  bktnog  of  God  npoa  tlie  kbom 
of  His  aemuits,  Umm  hare  now  inflmied  to  OM  hundred  and 
CBghiynii,  after  anpplyiiig  tbe  vaeanciei  whidi  kaio  been  oeen* 
akmed,  from  iimo  to  time,  by  death  and  remofala,  Iw.  Wo 
have  at  Burg  Street  an  eioellent  Snndajf  tehool»  of  upirards  of 
•  three  hundred  sdiolara.  Formerly,  the  leeeona  wene  given 
and  the  addresses  were  delivered  more  frequently  in  Butch 
than  iti  Lii^Iishi  but  ul  iulc  years  KugUsh  has  prevailed  more 
and  more. 

Our  cst.'ilili  liiiicnt  iu  Sydney  Strcci,  for  the  native  tlcpait- 
mrnt  of  tlu-  w  ik,  is  situated  about  n  mile  from  the  Dullish 
station,  at  the  eastern  eiui  of  the  city.  Tlio  rliapcl  is  a  iitat 
and  substantial  building ;  but  as  a  place  of  worship  it  has  lo 
submit  to  the  inoonfeaie&oe  of  being  ntedaa  a  school-room 
during  the  week.  The  eenrices  are  generally  oondncted  in  the 
Dutch  lungiiage,  and  are  well  attended  by  the  coloured  people 
of  the  neighbourhood ;  which  ia  eroy  year  becnming  hmho  and 
mon  popuhnia.  I  found  in  oonneiion  with  thb  elation  about 
a  hundred  and  fifty  ohuroh  Biemben»  which  have  ainee  ineraaaed 
to  two  hundred  and  four.  The  Sydney  Slreet  Snaday  aehool 
ia  conducted  entirely  in  English,  and  anmbera  near^  three  bun* 
dred  children.  Here  we  have  alao  an  eicelleut  day  echool.  w  hic^ 
I  found  in  a  languishing  state,  but  which  was  soon  re^rganixcd, 
I  w  liich  prospered  for  many  y«  ..r^  i;:a!rr  ;lie  aUle  aii.i  /.eaious 
mauageuient  of  Mr.  Joita  liiuKr,  1;*^  u».v.iicr.  biiicv  ilie  rrx^*- 
tion  of  an  adtlilioiial  school-room,  the  infants  have  been  ilr.iti<  «l 
off,  and  taught  iu  n  aepanUe  department,  an  ;irr.in«emtut 
which  reudert  the  estabiiahmcDl  atiii  more  oomplrt*^  and 
efficient. 

With  n  view  to  nnder  this  brief  account  of  our  work  in  Ca|M 
Town  as  complete  as  poeeible,  1  may  Iwrv  add  thal»  in  the  ytnr 
18S7,  a  third  chapel  waa  erected,  iu  iiope  Street,  on  the  north 
nda  of  the  city,  neai|ynaulolioneithBr  of  thoetntioM  alm^y 
awnftinned.  Thia  entHpriin  wae  ki^tly  iwlebtod  to  the  «al 
end  benevoknea  of  llr.  JaoMi  Southm,  and  other  nctivn 
fiteda»  liko^ninded,  who  cane  forward  nobly  on  the  aecnaien, 
m  that  the  undertaking  waa  competed  without  nay  ^  Cm 
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tlie  parent  Society.  Hope  Street  chapel  is  a  neat  little  strno- 
'iare,  and  answers  the  double  purpose  of  a  place  of  worship  and 

a  school-room.  Divine  service  being  conducted,  and  bciiools 
carried  un,  both  ou  babbatlis  and  week,  du^s,  lor  the  benefit  of  a. 
rapidly-increasiuf^  and  long-neglectcd  population.  The  day 
^i•lloui  has  ior  some  time  past  been  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  H. 
Ikrning,  a  lady  of  eminent  piety  and  zeal, — a  "  mother  in 
Israel."  in  addition  to  these  three  establishments  in  Cape 
Town,  there  is  also  a  flourishing  little  Sunday  school  taught  in 
Loop  Street,  which  has  been  a  blessing  to  the  neighbourhood. 

These  four  Sabbath  schools,  which  have  been  established  in 
cUfferent  parts  of  the  city,  are  united  in  what  is  denominated 
the  '*  Wttleyan  Gape  Town  Sunday  School  Union ; "  and  the 
t  institution  is  worked  with  a  seal  and  eamestnest  which  I  hare 
never  seen  surpassed  in  any  conntiy.  The  Aules  and  Begula* 
tiotts  of  this  Union  have  been  improved  from  time  tatime^  till 
they  have  i^proached  veiy  near  to  perfection;  and  they  are 
attended  to  by  Superintendents,  secretaries,  treasurers, 
iibiaiiaii:^,  visitors,  and  tcacLcis,  iii  a  manner  which  reflects 
much  credit  on  all  concerned.  The  anniversary  services  are 
held  at  Easter,  when  stimuns  are  preached,  and  a  day  is  set 
apart  foi*  miscellaneous  exercises,  and  a  treat  lor  the  children. 
The  scholars,  and  teachers,  and  olhcers,  assemble  in  Wesley 
chapel  or  on  the  Parade,  to  the  number  of  nearly  a  thousand  ; 
and,  having  been  addressed  by  the  Ministers,  and  sung  a  few 
hymns,  they  march  in  order  through  the  streets  of  the  city,  with 
their  banners  flying,  to  Sydney  Street  chapel  and  neighbour^ 
hood,  where  they  axe  accommodated  in  large  bootha  or  tents 
erected  for  the  oocasion,  and  are  treated  with  tea  and  cake,  8tc 
For  ten  years  in  soecession,  with  only  one  exception,' occasioned 
by  indispositbtt,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  and  taking 
part  in  this  delightful  gathering,  and  a  more  interesting  scene 
I  never  beheld.  It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  add,  that  our 
Mission  scliouli  in  Cape  Town  have  to  a  considerable  extent 
been  nurseries  to  the  church  ;  a  blessed  uuik  having  at  different 
times  been  experienced  among  the  children  and  yuuni,^  i  cople, 
a  lai-ge  proportion  of  whom  have  been  gathered  into  the  ioid  of 
Christ. 
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Boocleboscli,  betog  only  four  nules  from  Cape  Town,  ctme  vadtf 
my  natioe  toon  aftm-  my  arrival  in  SoatK  Africa  ^  and,  after  4 
midenoe  of  abont  two  years  in  the  city,  I  made  it  the  prii.  ipal 
place  of  my  abode.   I  was  indoeed  to  adopt  this  ananftmMt, 

from  the  circumstance  of  my  predeoeetors  baring  frequently  had 
to  remove  to  different  places  in  the  couutry  lor  the  bsutit  o: 
their  Lean  It,  as  \\u\l  as  tVoin  my  experience  and  conviction  ih*t 
Cope  Town  is  not  the  most  desirable  place  of  residentv  f  tr  ?.nr 
one  who  occupies  a  public  position,  which  taxes  bis  mental 
phy?i(*«n!  powers  to  the  iitinost  of  their  Cfipacily.    I  founfi  tiie 
work  in  n  very  w^k  and  languishing  state  at  liaodebosch,  Ix^ 
in  the  native  and  English  departmenU.   It  appeared  to  bavr 
been  gradually  declining  since  the  remsval  of  the  Bev.  E. 
KIJ^mII  some  time  before  to  another  sphere  of  labonr.   By  tha 
blessing  of  God  on  the  means  employed,  we  ware  favoofed  t» 
witnoM  same  improrement.  We  have  a  neat  little  chapel  M 
this  place,  which  was  eiceted  by  the  late  Bef  •  T.  L.  Hodgson^ 
in  the  year  1845  %  but  the  Bn^h  oongrtigation  which  iisim 
bles  in  it  is  composed  in  a  great  measnre  of  persons  who  belong 
to  other  branches  of  the  Chrittiaa  ehnroh,  and  who  worship 
with  us  not  merely  because  they  are  friendly  to  us,  and  nppr  nc 
of  onr  ministry,  but  also  because  they  have  no  ])l.u-'  of  wjrship 
of  their  own  denomination  in  the  utighbourhoo.l.    This  b^in;^ 
the  ease,  vsc  had  fre4|iienlly  larf^  and  attentive  ooiiijretjatioiis, 
nnd  plM«in^  indir^tion>  of  tpiritunl  pod  r<  -«ull.ii4  fr  our 
labours,  whilst  the  juh-Iitrm  to  the  uuinbi  r  of  our  church  mem- 
bers was  very  small  inth  -J.    It  was  otherwise,  however,  in  titt 
native  department.   Although  we  laboured  under  the  diaadvnA* 
tage  of  hnving  no  regular  place  of  worship  for  our  aM^i^t,  and 
Were  obliged  to  pnt  up  with  a  contracted  room,  which  we  hirsd 
for  the  puipoee»  the  people  flocked  to  hear  the  word  of  Ood  i 
and  a  goodly  nnmber  wen  gathered  into  the  fold  of  GhrisL  Al 
the  dose  of  the  year  1859«  an  intcfcattqg  aerviee  was  held,  at 
which  tweaty4wo  native  adults  wen  toeeived  into  the  chatvh 
by  baptism.    Boodeboeeh  and  the  neighbowhood  aflbrda  a 
line  field  of  kbonr  amon^  the  coloured  classes ;  but,  as  they 
generally  speak  the  Datch  lansfua-rr.  and  pri;\  r  ihar  rcl^:)a* 
services  iu  that  tou^uc^  iii  suiiiible  phacc  oi  wonhip  ihouU  Ue 
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erected  for  them«  The  want  of  a  suitable  site  and  other 
difficulties  have  hitherto  pievented  the  accomplishment  of  this 
-desirable  otjeet* 

Soon  after  our  removal  to  Sondebosch,  my  attention  was 

directed  to  a  scnltered  and  neglected  village  or  hamlet  called 
2J  ewlands,  which  I  began  to  visit  on  Sabbath  afternoons, 
between  our  princij).!!  services,  which  were  held  in  the  fore- 
noons {lud  evciiin^^s.    I'or  three  years  I  prcachtd,  ulieu  the 
weather  would  permit,  under  some  large  oak  trees ;  and,  amid 
iDBiiy  diihculties,  arising  from  I'ligan  darkness,  Mohammedau 
superstition,  and  determined  wickedness,  we  persevered  till 
some  religious  impression  was  made.    With  the  aid  of  oar 
kind  friends  in  Cape  Town  and  other  places,  we  ultimately  vai> 
ceeded  in  our  efforts  to  erect  a  neat  little  chapel,  whiclt  was 
•opened  for  Divine  service  on  the  4th  of  April,  1868.  Our 
rejoicing  at  the  accomplishment  of  tliis  desirable  object  had 
scarcely  subsided,  when  there  came  a  fearful  storm  of  wind  and 
ruin,  which  laid  waste  many  buildings  in  the  neighbourhood* 
^nd,  among  the  rest,  the  front  end  of  onr  beantiftd  little  sano- 
tunrv  was  completely  demolished,  the  folding  panelled  doors 
ai.d  fciaiucd  f^lass  windows  bein*;  smashed  to  pieces.  Nothing 
daunted,  we  appealed  to  our  friends  for  help ;  they  eamc  for- 
w;n(l  Again  niobt  liberally,  and  the  waste  places  on  this  little 
hill  of  Zion  were  soon  repaired,  and  we  proceeded  with  our 
work  ns  before.    A  class  of  ten  members  was  ultimately  formed, 
Sabbath  and  day  schools  were  established,  and  this  little  out- 
-station  was  made  n  blessing  to  the  community  at  a  time 
when  there  were  no  other  means  employed  for  their  religious 
instruction. 

Another  out*station  which  I  succeeded  in  organizing  in  con- 
mexion  with  the  Bondebosch  Circuit,  was  at  the  village  of 
Chiremont.    Here  we  found  a  large  number  of  Negroes, 
Malays,  and  other  coloured  persons,  as  ignorant  and  demora^ 
"ized  as  the  heathen  population  of  the  interior.  They  conkl  not 
'be  induced  to  enter  any  i)lace  of  worship,  in  consequence  of 
their  ragged,  degraded  condition  ;  and  I  doubt  whether  any 
impression  for  good  would  have  been  iijaili  upon  their  minds, 
M  we  had  not  commenced  with  open-air  services.    For  a  length 
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of  time  we  had  preaching  and  Sunday  school  in  a  «rrotT  of  fir 
trees;  and,  from  thf  beginning,  the  Bivirw!  bl^^'^'^ini:  n]>  >'  ir>-.I 
to  accompniiv  our  tllurU.  Encournijcd  by  the  liberality  ct"  rt:r 
friends  in  Cnpe  Town  nnd  othtT  ]>lncr3,  we  tdtimatcly  i-'n^rN-J 
a  nent  little  ehnpel  here  also,  on  a  piece  of  land  prenerou^ly  prv- 
sented  to  the  Society  by  J.  A.  Steprman,  Esq.  This  l»<e»titifal 
little  saQcfcaaTy  wns  fonnaUy  opene<l  for  public  worsbip  oa  ihm 
Itt  of  Janoaiy,  1  ^r.o  ;  on  which  occasion  I  had  the  pkaaure  of 
VaptiziiT!:  seven  idniia,  who,  fmm  their  deep  tertoftsoem  md 
prBfiout  tnanin^,  appeml  eli^ble  for  admmioii  into  tW 
dnirch  of  Cbrut.  These  wm  the  fint  Ihnti  of  our  hbom  el 
this  piece ;  hut  tMOkj  man  wnt  ellenrerda  gethered  into  the 
fM  of  the  Bedeener;  end  the  Gospel  has  hem  fiuthfUlf 
pveeched  then  from  thet  time  to  the  pnsent. 

Wynberjc  it  ea  Intereetin;  itatioR,  eight  milee  from  the 
wetropoiBa,  end  it  daimed  my  attention  immediatfly  aft«r  <mt 
arrival  at  the  Cape.  I  found  the  work  in  a  state  far  from 
prosperous,  sever.d  t^hstacles  appearinsr  to  stand  in  ihc  of 
spit  ;i:id  prop^s.  Tlie  principal  of  these  wns  the  wnni  ui  a 
more  eoinniodions  and  respectable  ehnpel  for  the  Kn:j^lUh  con- 
gregation. The  old  thntrhed  ehnpel  a<]joinitii:  tlie  M"«.«?'>f»- 
Hoii*e,  erected  in  1 S2S  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Shnw  aud  • 
Mr.  Snowdali,  had  become  very  dilapidated  and  uncomfortable ; 
but  for  aeteral  years  there  appeared  to  be  no  protpeet  of  obla»* 
ing  a  more  suitable  place,  our  cause  bein^  wenk,  and  oiir  peo- 
|de  generally  far  from  weelthy.  At  length*  Dirtne  Providenca 
tailed  np  a  friend  in  the  penoB  of  J.  IL  Majnerd,  Eeq.  Thia 
noble-minded  Chriatian  frenlleman,  himself  a  member  of  the 
ooogwgation,  and  largely  indebted  to  the  ndigioiia  intncnee  of 
Wedeyan  Iftaaioiia^  aMtK  ^  neceaaity  of  the  ceie,  tcM- 
nnaly  eame  forrod  end  bnflt  n  beantifnl  ehapd  hsmself»  at  n 
eoet  of  about  a  thonaaad  pounds*  When  the  bnildtnir  waa 
completed,  and  ready  to  be  opened  for  l>ivine  serriee,  it  was 
forniallv  and  freelv  nn'-rntrd  to  the  Weslcvuu  Mi*»ionarv 
S'H-ii  ty,  tnn^fiT  \)e'\n<:  on  the  plan  of  the  M«vhl  cf 

our  ConneiioQ.  Neither  nni^t  I  omii  to  nietition  lh;it  the  I'M  •i' 
land  on  which  the  ehn[vl  %iand>,  nt  fix-  roA  '^f  a  liniulrx  .1  jv^.jTV<i*, 

was  ibe  gift  of  Joaepk  M^ttard,       the  brother  ol  Uk  gcoik^ 
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man  already  named.  These  were  not  the  first  nor  the  last 
offerings  of  those  friends  of  Missions  in  aid  of  onr  work.  Being 
deeply  impressed  with  what  they  had  witnessed  of  the  blessed 
results  of  the  Gospel,  as  preached  by  oar  Missionaries  in  South 
Afriea,  they  were  always  ready  to  come  to  our  help  in  cases  of  \ 
necessity,  notwithstanding^  their  regular  contributions  to  the 
Mission  Fund.  The  Wynberg  new  chapel  was  formally  opened 
for  public  worship  on  Tuestlay,  the  4th  of  November,  1851, 
when,  by  request,  I  preached  in  the  morning  from  Haggai  ii. 
9  :  *'  The  ^lory  of  this  latter  house  shall  be  greater  than  the 
glory  ot  tlie  former,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts:  and  in  tliis  place 
will  I  c^ive  peace,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts."  In  the  afternoon, 
Mr.  Haddy  preached  in  Dutch,  after  which  there  was  a  tea 
meeting  at  Plumpstead  estate,  and  Mr.  KidgiU  preached  in  the 
evening.  The  old  chapel  was  now  set  apart  for  native  service 
and  as  a  school-room,  and  for  some  time  the  English  depart- 
ment of  the  work  wore  a  more  encouraging  aspect.  But 
although  the  congregations  have  frequently  been  large  and 
xespcetable,  the  number  of  chureh  members  has  not  increased^ 
as  was  anticipated,  owing  chiefly  to  the  circumstance  that  many 
who  worship  with  us  are  members  of  other  churches,  as  at 
Bondebosch,  and  continue  their  nominal  relationship  to  the 
religious  bodies  to  which  they  belong. 

The  most  prosperous  and  encouraging  department  of  the 
work  in  connexion  with  the  Wynberg  Circuit,  ui  a  iuissionary 
point  of  view,  is  tliat  which  is  carried  on  in  the  Dutch  lan- 
guage for  the  beneiit  of  the  natives.  Some  of  the  services  aro 
conducted  in  the  old  chapel  at  Wynberg,  as  already  stated,  and 
are  attended  by  a  number  of  coloured  persons  residing  on  the 
Cape  Flats  ;  but  the  chief  locality  of  the  native  work  is  an  out- 
station  called  Diep  Biver,  about  two  miles  from  Wynberg,  on 
the  Simon's  To\vn  road.  Here  we  have  a  substantial  chapel, 
erected  by  Mr.  Uaddy  in  the  year  1840,  in  which  an  interest- 
ing oongregation  assembles  together  from  Sabbath  to  8abbath» 
and  occasionally  on  week  nights.  About  sixty  persons  are 
united  together  in  church  feUowship,  who  give  evidence  of  their 
smcerity  by  a  consistent  walk  and  conversation.  An  eroeUent 
day-school  la  also  in  active  operation,  under  the  jndidona 
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muiageinciit  of  Mr.  B.  M'Leod,  who  hat  long  laboured  ntcfoDj 
and  acceptably  at  thia  place  in  tbe  capacity  of  Teacher  and 
Local  Ptcacher,  aa  ho  did  pnviooaly  for  aone  tine  in  Oreai 
Kamaqnaknd. 

Simon'a  Town  is  an  important  station,  twenty*two  nilea 

from  the  city,  in  the  same  direction  as  the  pliKvs  already 
luuiKtl,  aiul  wns  lir?t  vii>it(<l  ])y  me  on  the  I'oiU  of  March, 
1851.  I  had  been  dLiiuiitd  iu«  Cnpe  Town  till  a  l  iitrhi  ur 
than  I  intended,  by  a  trustee  meeting  which  I  found  hi  iiccvf* 
Mry  to  hold  before  I  left  home ;  and  1  hat]  to  t'u\^  hnrd,  though 
tho  (lay  was  wet,  to  prevent  my  being  benighted  on  liie  rond. 
After  pussing  through  the  pleasant  villages  of  £oudebo»cb, 
Chirtinont,  and  Wynberg»  the  road  becomes  rather  dicaiy. 
On  the  right  hand,  an  extenaire  range  of  barren,  rocky  wnm* 
taina  rear  their  almost  perpendicular  Irontato  aconaidenhia 
height ;  and  on  the  left  the  Cape  Flata,  a  vast  sandy  plain*  pi^ 
cents  itself  to  the  view,  b^ond  which  may  lie  seen  in  the  di»* 
tance  the  lofty  bine  mountains  of  Hottentots'  Holland.  Then 
•ppean  the  ocean,  as  it  breaks  on  the  strand  at  the  head  of 
FsJae  Bay,  along  the  aandy  margin  of  which  the  road  eon* 
tmnea  for  many  miles,  affording  a  beantilul  view  of  Simoo^a 
Town  in  the  distance.  On  arrivinif  nt  the  end  of  my  jouniey, 
I  met  with  a  hearty  rcctplion  from  iiu  Re?.  John  "l  ln  nul 
his  exct'lknt  wife,  who  had  iicroiiip.niiifd  m  from  1  iu'httnl, 
had  \>ccn  nci  uih  appointed  to  tlii»  station.  Hrrr-  \\i  li.ivi"  a 
nent  and  roinf?'^^'HoM«^  rhapj'!,  in  which  1  prraclinl  t«i  u'ihuI  con- 
grrgntion*(,  bath  uiurning  and evennig,  on  the  bubbiith.  i  aiici 
visited  the  ^Sunday  school,  which  I  found  in  a  very  fair  state  of 
dBdeocy,  consiflerin^  the  difficulties  with  whkh  it  liat  had  to 
contend  I  spent  the  ioUowing  day  in  alteadiog  to  various 
mattera  of  boaineaa  connected  with  the  atation,  and  in  vwtiig 
aihw  of  our  people,  who,  on  thia,  aa  on  many  snbaeqocot  OMS* 
siooa,  recsifed  me  in  the  moat  kind  and  cocdial  manner.  When 
it  was  fnlly  arranged  that  8imon*a  Town  was  again  to  ha 
Ihvonrsd  with  a  reatdent  Ifintatcr,  we  pnrcbaaed  a  cottage  rcai* 
dsBce,  in  a  qnirt  retired  aitnatkn  in  the  upper  paitof  the 
town ;  and  he  extended  his  laboars  toon  interesting out-»tation, 
called  Ebey's  Elver,  «kl  a  dulauct^  iA  aUoui  two  uiiles  over  the 
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hills.  At  this  place  a  small  ckapd  was  erected  in  the  3fear 
X8&7,  and  a  day  school  eatabliahed  by  the  penevering  exertions 
of  the  Her,  John  Priestley ;  and  thus  the  means  of  idigious 
instruction  were  afforded  to  a  soattered  and  neglected  popuk*  • 
tion.  I  retnmed  home  from  my  first  visit  to  Simon's  Town  on 
the  Monday  afternoon,  calling  to  see  the  Diep  Biver  school  on 
my  way,  and  reached  Cape  Town  about  five  o'clock,  just  in 
time  to  meet  my  Bible  Class  ;  and,  oa  entering  the  chapel,  I  wns 
<ieliglited  to  fmd  inly  interesting  voung  people  waiting  I'or  ine. 

Somerset  (West)  was  the  next  station  that  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  visiting  for  the  purpose  of  makiug  mvsclf  acquainted 
with  the  work;  in  all  its  departments.  Having  made  arrange- 
ments with  the  resident  Minister,  tiic  llev.  R.  Ridgill,  who  had 
kindly  come  to  Cape  Town  to  accompany  me,  we  set  out 
together  on  horseback,  on  Saturday,  the  5th  of  ApriL  As  the 
day  was  far  spent  before  we  had  faurly  commenced  our  journey, 
we  took  the  nearest  road  across  the  Cape  Flats,  and  rode  at  n 
rapid  rate,  sometimes  among  hills  of  sand  resembling  drifts  of 
driTen  snow,  and  then  over  extensive  tracts  of  waste  barren  land* 
After  riding  about  eleven  miles,  we  came  to  Klip-Fountain,  a 
small  settlement  in  the  centre  of  this  desert,  originally  a  Wesleyan 
out-statiou,  then  relinquished  for  several  years  for  want  of  the 
means  of  supplying  it  with  missiouaiy  labour,  and  afterwards 
taken  up  agaiu  under  more  favourable  circumstances.  The  day 
being  very  hot,  both  we  and  our  horses  were  fatigued ;  we 
therefore  *'  oil-saddled  "  and  "  knce-haltered,"  and  allowed  our 
hoist  5  to  graze  for  iiaif  an  hour,  la  the  mean  time,  we  entered 
a  humble  cottnL'o,  and  were  kindly  received  by  the  inmates, 
who  were  once  V\eslcvn!is,  and  who  still  delii^iited  to  hear  and 
tpeak  of  the  love  of  Chriitt.  These  good  people  soon  made  us 
a  comfortable  cup  of  tea,  and  furnished  us  with  an  ample 
anpply  of  bread  and  butter,  which  was  very  acceptable.  They 
were  somewhat  amused  at  my  first  attempt  to  speak  Dutch; 
but  confidently  pronounced  that  1  should  soon  become  a  good 
Dutchman  1  On  remounting  our  horses  we  pushed  on  sixteen 
miles  further,  partly  over  soft  sand,  and  partly  over  the  main 
road  which  leads  from  Cape  Town  to  the  colonial  frontier;  and 
we  came  in  sight  of  Somerset  just  as  the  sun  was  setting.  Th» 
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appemnoe  of  tbe  Tfllagv  fnm  a  dittaooe  is  rciy  beaaiiliil, 

especially  that  part  of  it  wKicli  consists  of  tbe  HiarioiiafT 
Institution,  with  the  neat,  stone-built,  whitewnshcd  cottages 
nnd  well-arran^d  p^nrdcns  of  tin  people,  and  the  Mis*ion- 
lluujjo  and  chRpol  standlns:  in  the  rt  ntre.  Mrs.  Ricl^ill  Hailed 
our  nrrivnl  with  joy ;  and  I  soon  found  myself  at  home  wiik 
this  intcrej«liii^  ^fission  family. 

After  a  comfortable  night's  re?t,  I  wns  nwoko  on  Sumlny 
inorninj;^  by  the  delightful  sound  of  praise  to  God,  as  it  ascended 
from  the  native  congregntioM  assembled  in  their  ptajfw-meftin? 
in  the  chapel  adjoining  the  Mission-Hoaee.  This  ctrcum<tr  n.^t^ 
awaVened  in  my  mind  the  moei  pleating  emotions,  and  forribly 
reminded  me  of  our  earlj  morning  prayer-meetings  in  the  Wcat 
Indiea.  On  walldng  tluoogli  the  village  befoie  btcalrfiul^ 
greeted  with  the  dieerfol  amflea  and  friendly  aalntationa  of  the 
people,  at  they  tat  at  the  doora  of  their  dwellinga ;  and.  at  I 
eontempbted  the  tcene  hefore  me,  I  waa  deeply  impreaaed  wUh 
the  gTMt  advanta^,  temporal  at  well  at  ipiritnal,  which  they 
now  enjoyed  by  the  introdnetion  of  the  Qospd  into  their  conn- 
try.  At  nine  o'clock  in  thf»  morning,  the  first  public  scrrioe 
was  held.  The  chapel  was  fiUnl  with  attentive  hmrrrs,  nearly 
all  persons  of  roloiir,  nnfl  a  few  v<  nr>!  ai^'i  in  a  «t;itr  jif  slavery  ; 
but  now  fret\  ami  a]ij)earini^  in  the  Iioih-^  of  Gtxl  neatly  attimi, 
nnd  truly  solemn  and  (h-vout  iti  llieir  dnnrnnnnr.  Thf»  ♦inuring' 
was  delightful;  and,  although  but  imperfectly  ne*|uninied  niih  ibe 
Iang:iuige  in  which  they  worships fl.  I  felt  that  Got!  wn^  pre ^rrs: 
in  the  mtdtt  of  Hit  peopk.  Mr.  Ridgill  preached  in  Dutch  wUh 
gftnt  fluency  and  power;  after  which  T  biptizcd  two  diildrea, 
and  addressed  the  coni^^gation,  Mr.  Kidgitl  kindly  iotcrpnt* 
ing.  At  eleren  o'ck)ck,  I  pieadbcd  in  EngKah  to  a  good  cob*' 
gngalioii,  eooaidcring  the  cifcomataneta  of  the  phwe;  and* 
alti^ether,  I  ftU  moch  delighted  with  the  pnhlie  aerrioaa  eTtka 
fitat  8ahhath  I  ipent  at  Somenet* 

I  had  alao  oeoation  to  he  equally  vreSl  pleaaad  with  the  IGa- 
tion  aehool,  which  I  eiamined  on  the  Mowing  day.  One 
hundred  and  thirtv  nttire  ehildnrn  were  III csciit*  Tofljr 

both  in  Dutch  and  Ens^lish,  most  swtrtiv  :  and 
auttwcred  tke  ^ue^ttons  proposed  to  tbeto  with  con^Klerabfe 
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fadlity.  The  fBading,  writing*  and  aritlimetio  were  veiy  ftir» 
and  would  bear  a  oompariaon  with  those  of  our  common  scshoob 
in  England.  The  progress  made  by  these  children  reflected  great 
credit  upon  Mr.  Gray,  thor  former  Teacher,  as  well  as  upon 
2fr.  H.  Oe}  er,  who  was  then  in  charge  of  the  school,  to  say 
Tiothiug  of  the  vigilant  OTcrsight  of  the  devoted  resident 
^Minister. 

On  tlic  Sabbath  afternoon  I  visited  an  intcrestinp^  out-station 
called  Tt^rrin^on  Grove,  in  company  with  Mr.  Eidgill.  At 
this  place,  which  is  four  miles  from  Somerset,  we  have  a  neat 
little  chapel.  Tt  stand**  at  the  foot  of  the  new  road  wliich  leads 
through  Sir  Lowrj  's  Pass,  surrounded  by  a  number  of  cottages, 
which  form  a  scattered  village.  The  inhabitants  of  this  neigh- 
bonrhood  have  no  other  means  of  religious  instruction  than 
those  supplied  by  the  visits  of  our  Missionaries,  and  the  little 
day  school  which  we  have  established  for  the  education  of  the 
children.  The  chapel  was  built  a  few  years  ago  at  the  sole 
expense  of  Captain  Terrington,  and  was  presented  by  him  to 
the  Society  free  of  debt.  Mr.  Bidgill  preached  an  energetic 
aermon  in  Dutch  to  a  crowded  congregation  of  attentive  liearers. 
The  venerable  Captain  himself  was  present  at  the  service ;  and 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  assuring  him  of  the  estimation  in 
which  his  vahiablc  aid  was  held  by  the  Committee  at  home. 
He  was  a  worthy  member  of  our  church;  and,  notwtLlistandinp^ 
bis  advanced  age,  he  still  took  an  active  part  in  the  Sun  Liy 
school.  The  population  of  this  place  has  increased  consulcr- 
ably  since  we  purchased  and  rented  to  people  several  lots  of 
land  on  the  plan  of  a  regular  Missionary  Institution. 

Another  out-station,  in  connexion  with  the  Somerset  (West) 
Circuit  is  at  the  Strand,  at  the  bead  of  False  Bay,  about  four 
miles  from  the  village  in  another  direction.  This  place  has 
risen  to  some  importance  in  consequence  of  its  being  frequently 
resorted  to  as  a  watering-place  in  the  hot  season,  by  parties 
who  find  it  convenient  to  spend  a  few  weeks  at  the  sea-side. 
The  Dutch  fiemnera  from  a  distance  who  are  able  to  indulge  in 
this  fashionable  luxury  ,  generally  manage  to  turn  their  annual 
visit  to  good  account  by  returning  home  with  a  waggon  load  of 
£sh,  which  are  caught  and  cured  here  in  large  quantities  by  natife 
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fisbemeD.  Sevenlr  mat  litUe  ootUget  htfe  been  hw\t  here* 
and  are  rented  for  short  periods  to  Yisitors.  By  Ihe  penefv- 
ing  exertions  of  Mr.  Bid^,  and  ike  Ubenlity  of  the  friends  of 
liissions  in  the  nc^hbourhood,  a  neat  little  chapel  has  been 
erected ;  and,  although  the  cougregations  are  neeeisarilj  fluctu- 
ating, we  cannot  donbt  but  good  will  result  froin  the  efforts 
which  are  being  made  to  difliite  the  safing  light  of  the  GospeL 
Oa  liie  occasion  of  my  first  visit  to  this  place,  1  found  a  little 
day  school  in  active;  cpcrntion,  under  the  cure  of  CapUm  Ward, 
a  visitor  from  India.  This  noLle-iuinded  Christian  gentleman, 
having  hvvn  made  a  partaker  of  the  saviug  grace  of  (io<l,  :md 
hafinir  01:1;  to  the  Cape  for  the  bcnelit  of  Uii  henltli,  i  >uUi  not 
calmly  look  on  and  see  a  number  of  children  in  hciiiht  n  dark* 
ness,  without  doing  something  towards  their  religious  instruc- 
tion, lie  therefore  coikcted  them  together  in  the  Wede^ 
chapel*  with  the  ready  concurrence  of  the  Missionary,  and 
taught  them  daily  during  the  time  that  he  sojourned  in  the 
place.  I  found  the  gallant  Captain  busy  at  his  homble  taak« 
and  viewed  the  striking  spectacle  with  gratitnde  and  joy» 
sincerely  wishing  the  aristocrats  of  oftber  lands  knew  like  him 
the  real  hixury  of  doing  good. 

I  often  visited  the  Somenet  (West)  station  in  after  yearstand 
always  uith  pleasure.  The  good  work  hM  grsdoally  advaaeed* 
under  the  judicious  and  zealous  t  tVorts  of  the  llev.  II.  Uidgill, 
who  haji  for  maiiv  vcnr»  Wen  the  roj>iili nl  Minister,  and  hr  Ijas 
at  length  succeedrd  iu  llm  eiix'liun  (if  a  hiautiful  ucw  chajjcJ, 
which  IS  a  en  dit  to  liim  and  to  nil  who  have  l;ik.i  [i  a  p«rt  in  the 
noble  eiit(  rpl■i^e.  It  \vn§  formally  opened  fur  public  \\<^r>hij>  I'li 
the  2l»Ui  ol  August,  1:^01,  when  appropriate  iieruions  were 
preached  by  the  ll«?v.  Mcssn.  Cameron,  EdwardSt  Tiudall,  and 
Godmanr  idr.  Kidgiil  himself  preaching  in  the  open  air  to  h«n» 
dr^s  who  could  not  gain  admittance. 

8teUenboeeh  was  the  ne&t  station  whidi  1  arranged  to  visiti 
for  the  purpose  of  spending  a  Sabbath,  and  inspecting  tbn 
school  I  left  Cape  Town  by  the  omnibuai  on  the  afternoon  of 
Saturday,  the  lOtb  of  May.  The  wind  bebg  high,  we  encon- 
tetcd  such  a  stom  of  saiid  aa  I  bad  neter  aeen  bdonii  b«l 
aftenwyb  experienced  maiiy  such*  I  rcadbed  the  end  of  my 
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journey  soon  after  sunaet,  ond  receired  a  kind  and  hearty 
welcome  from  the  Bev.  Edward  Edwards,  his  excellent  wife, 
and  interestinfi;  famOy.  Hera  we  have  a  good  cfaapel,  whidi 
was  erected  in  the  vear  1840,  and  a  commodious  residence  for 
the  Minister.  A  large  congregation  assemblcil  on  the  Sab  balk, 
chiefly  of  coloured  persons  resident  in  the  town  and  from  the 
neighbouring  farms.  The  singing  was  livi  ]y  and  hearty,  and 
the  conduct  and  demeanonr  of  the  people  during  worship  was 
strikingly  soh^nin  and  becoming.  Mr.  Edwards  preaeliod 
morning  and  afternoon,  in  Dutch,  with  an  earnestneas  and  zeal 
remarkable  for  his  advanced  age;  and  in  the  evening,  according 
to  request,  I  preached  to  a  large  and  attentive  audience  in 
English. 

On  Monday  morning  I  examined  the  day  schoo],  which  I 
found  in  a  fair  state  of  advancement  and  efficiency,  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Hendrickse,  the  zealous  Teacher.  The  children  mani* 
fbsted  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  our  exc^lent  Conference 
Catechisms,  which  have  been  translated  into  the  Dutch  language. 

Mr.  Edwards  kindly  drove  me  over  to  Baithby,  an  interests 
ing  out-station,  about  five  miles  from  Stellenbosch,  and  so 
called  ill  honour  of  the  laic  Mrs.  Brackcnbury,  of  liailliby  Hall, 
Lincolnshire,  a  liberal  patroness  of  the  ]Mission.  We  have  a 
small  chapel  here,  which  is  well  attended  by  the  coloured  people, 
who  occupy  cottages  that  they  have  built  on  lots  of  land  wliidi 
they  hire  iVom  the  Missionary'  Institution.  A  small  day  sciiool 
is  taught  in  the  chapel,  which  I  examined  with  great  pleasure, 
the  children  being  well  advanced,  especially  in  religious  know- 
ledge. The  SteUeubosch  Missionary  also  visits  a  place  called 
Sandfleet,  where  a  small  society  has  been  formed,  but  no  chapel 
has  as  yet  been  erected. 

I  frequently  visited  the  Stellenboseh  station  afterwards,  and 
marked  with  delight  the  gradual  advancement  of  the  work 
under  the  judicious  superintcndenoe  of  the  venerable  Mr. 
Edwards,  who  had  charge  of  it  for  fifteen  years  in  succession ; 
and  who  has  just  retired  as  a  Supernumerary  Minister,  after 
labouring  faithfully  in  South  Africa  for  nearly  half  a  century. 
^Iny  his  declining  years  be  peaceful  and  happy,  and  his  long 
Ute  of  honauruble  toil  be  followed  by  a  rich  reward  iu  heaven  1 
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CHAPTER  Y. 

FIBST  JollLNEk  10  TE£  IKIEBIOB. 

Tbk  Orerbcr^  Coontry — Botchjtsvcld — J.  D.  Lindsay,  Kjcj. — romRTriM*- 
ineat  of  Journey — Africau  Ox-\Vogguu — lusijanniug — i>ur  Lowr j'»  Vayi 
— OttUptta&iug — £iic»mpiscDt  for  the  Ni^t — NewBUvilk — Hap))/ 
Mbitb— Betan  UoBewnd-^FVuiak  Uoek— AnM  ia  Ope  Twm 
SaeoBd  Vnit-^oanw7  to  BoMmi— latcntlmg  Gtrrieei--TMil  to 
SwelWn^m  Bftaw  Jottfuj^Amt •!  it  Boadcboich— Eitawioa  «f 
the  Woik— Tbe  Bobcrtaon  Oradt^lV  Swelkste  Stetiok 

Hatibo  made  mjtdf  teqmintod  witli  the  ttat«  of  tbe  ii«k 
in  Cape  Town,  and  on  the  neighhbonring  ttatiopa»  and  being 
deeply  convmeed  that  in  the  icgiona  bcjond  there  were  ample 
lielde  of  miaekmary  labour  nnoeenpied  by  the  agenta  of  other 
Societies,  I  aaade  amngenenU  tn  the  early  pert  of  the  aeeond 
year  of  my  resideucc  at  the  Cape,  for  a  joume}-  of  obeervmtkMi 
to  Uoschjcsvcld,  in  the  lli^tri^l  uf  Worcester,  ami  in  a  M'ction  of 
viliat  ia  iit:iKraiiy  called  tlic  Overber::  Coiinln-.  1  Ud  la 
turn  my  attentiou  to  this  locality,  ui  iuc  ia»Uuec,  m  t-v  ii^e- 
qiunce  oi*  boine  interesting  a>iiinmiiirations  which  I  Km!  fiitim  J 
irom  J.  P.  Liiul^ray,  Kbq.,  J. P.,  who  baii  some  time  bciure 
settled  ther^  ill  btisiiiK&s,  and  who  manife&ted  a  laudable  zeal 
for  the  spiritual  intereeta  of  the  people  aroood  htm.  Thia 
Cbristion  geutleman  waa  himaelf  tbe  fruit  of  missionary  labov, 
baring  httn  brought  to  a  aavtng  knowledge  ot  the  truth  toon 
alter  Ida  amrai  at  the  Cape  of  Qood  Uope ;  aod.  being  of  an 
nrdent  tempenuent^  he  cieited  himaelf  nobly  on  behalf  of 
hia  dark»  bmi%bted  feUov-men  ftom  the  ftiet  day  that  he  made 
an  open  profcaaion  of  idigion.  With  a  viev  to  (pmlifj  himarif 
for  naeftilneaa  among  the  natifei  of  the  eonntiy  in  which  hia 
kil  waa  eaal,  aa  weU  at  to  prosecote  hia  boaineae  with  toeec?». 
he  learned  the  kuguaj^e  of  the  people,  and  was  crer  rrad/ 
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to  speak  a  word  in  aeaBon  to  those  with  whom  he  came  in 

•contact. 

When  ]SIr.  Lindsay  removed  to  NewmanTlUe,  in  BosduesfcU* 
he  found  himself  and  family  far  from  any  place  of  worship,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  a  considerable  popuJation,  for  whose  xeligioafl 
instruction  no  provision  was  made  by  any  Christian  denomina- 
tion.  He  therefore  resolved  at  onoe  to  do  all  in  his  power  to 
supply  this  lack  of  ministerial  labour.  He  fitted  op  a  large 
room  as  a  chapel  and  school-house  on  his  own  premises ;  and 
bein^  well  acquainted  with  the  Dutch  hinguage,  and  having 
previously  officiated  as  a  VVesleyan  Local  Preacher,  he  began  to 
proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of  balvutiuu  iu  all  wku  were  willing  to 
hear.  He  soon  collected  u  good  congregation,  and  established 
an  interesting  little  Sunday  school ;  and  he  had  reason  to 
believe  that  several  of  the  coloured  people  who  attended  were 
earnestlv  seeking  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  Havinjj^  thus 
been  enabled,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
41  good  work,  Mr.  Lindsay  was  anxious  to  secure  the  services  of 
4i  Missionary.  Our  nearest  station  was  Somerset  (West),  at  a 
distance  of  about  fifty  miles ;  but  on  being  made  acquainted 
with  the  necessity  of  the  case,  the  Bev.  E.  Bidgiil  nobly 
lespouded  to  the  call*  and  arranged  to  visit  Newmanville  onoe 
a  quarter.  A  few  visits  had  been  paid  by  the  BCissionaiy,  and 
^some  arrangements  to  make  more  ample  provision  for  the  pkce 
were  consideied  extremely  desirable  when  I  was  requested  to 
■nndertake  a  tour  of  iospeciioD. 

On  Monday,  the  24th  of  February,  1853,  1  left  Cape  Town 
by  the  Stellenboscli  omnibus,  and  at  the  Half-way  House  a  con- 
veyance was  waiting  to  take  inc  tu  Somerset  (West),  where  I 
arnvcd  in  the  evening.  I  found  Mr.  liidgill  had  every  ihm^ 
connected  with  the  travellut^^  department  in  a  state  of  readiutjis 
for  our  journey,  whilst  his  excellent  wife  had  been  busy  making 
ample  provision  for  the  supply  of  our  wants  on  the  road.  We 
retired  to  rest  at  an  early  hour,  that  we  might  be  the  better 
prepared  for  the  exercises  of  the  morrow. 

Soon  after  midnight,  the  oxen  were  collected,  the  waggon 
» in-packed,"  and  every  thing  put  in  train  for  an  early  start,  it 
l)eing  desirable  to  get  as  far  on  our  journey  w  possible  in  the 
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cool  of  the  moming,  thnt  ve  mi^lit  have  time  to  rest  tbc  cattle 
in  the  heat  of  the  day.  About  half-past  two  o'doek  od  Tneadaj 
morniiigt  the  oxen  wen  inspanned,'*  and  we  eommeoeed  our 
joiini^»  I  waa  aeoompanled,  on  thia  oooaaioQ,  hf  the  Beva» 
Heian.  Ridgill  and  Jaduon,  Mr.  T.  Jackton»  the  man  bom 
whom  we  hired  the  oxen,  and  a  Hottentot  boy  named 
September. 

Tliis  beins:  the  first  time  that  I  had  traTellecl  in  the  lumbcrlT 
African  ox-wa^gon,  every  thing  connected  with  it  altmrted  inv 
attention;  and  a  brief  description  of  this  primitive  moJc  wC 
locomotion,  once  for  all,  niny  be  iiitcresting  to  the  Knsrlith 
reader.  The  eoiiinion  travelling:  niii^-j-on  of  J^onth  Afrie.i  ihilr[> 
in  many  respert*?  from  any  vehicle  of  the  kind  u^ed  for  a  similar 
purpose  in  Europe.  The  body  is  long  and  narrow,  with  deep 
sides,  risini:^  with  a  gentle  curve  to  a  considerable  height  at  the 
hinder  part,  and  mounted  on  two  pairs  of  wheels  of  the  onlinanr 
aiie,  but  of  great  strength.  The  whole  ia  constructed  and  put 
together  in  the  atrongest  possible  manner,  at  the  same  time 
that  proviaion  ia  made  for  eonaidemble  plaj  and  motion  ia  all 
the  joints,  with  a  view  to  adaptation  to  the  rough  nmda  over 
whidi  it  haa  to  tnveL  The  body  of  the  waggon  ia  eovcied 
over  with  a  spaciona  canvaa  or  aail-doth  tent,  anpported  by 
a  semieirenhur  roof,  and  afforda  protection  from  the  tain  cr 
sun.  Soch  is  the  shell  of  the  moveable  dwelling  of  the 
African  >!i*sionarv  or  traveller,  in  which  he  lives  and  lodjrfs 
for  weeks  ar.J  ni''Jith>i  together  whilst  tnivcrsing  the  wi! JuutAS, 

But  in  order  to  fortn  a  eorrrrt  ide.i  of  tliis  "trnni;!"  tnode  of 
life,  we  must  look  not  nnly  at  tlu-  lion-e,  but  at  the  furuiiur<*. 
Tlie  waggon  !«  furnisli'-d  with  t«o  spaci.uiN  ehe«t*, — one  in 
front,  whieli  serve*  as  a  "eat  ftir  tlie  drivrr,  arul  the  other 
behind.  In  these  the  wearing  apparel,  provisions,  and  various 
articles  for  domestic  use,  arc  carefullv  stowed  away;  and  the 
old  adage  is  faithfully  observed  :  "  A  jdace  for  every  thing,  and 
amy  thing  in  its  plaoe.'*  Ik-low  the  nrritT'Jtid  is  so*- 
pended,  near  to  the  ground,  a  frame  ealled  the  (np^  on  whick 
are  packed  pots^  pane,  kettles^  and  other  cooking  nlcnsiK  to  be 
dose  at  hand  when  Rquired ;  and  on  the  ontdde  of  the  w^gon 
there  are  two  email  boxes  for  aaws,  hatebeta,  bammen^  muk^ 
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and  screws,  kc,  to  be  easily  acre  ^sibic  in  case  of  accidents  on  the 
road.  The  intt^nur  ul  Lhu  wiiL'iJion  is  j^enerally  divided  into  two 
roTTipnrtments,  in  cue  of  which  tlie  Missionary  or  traveller  sits 
duriDg  the  day,  and  in  the  other  he  sleeps  at  night,  his  mattress 
being  placed  on  a  frame  called  a  cartel^  suspended  over  his 
boxes  and  trunks,  which  are  securely  packed  in  the  body  of  the 
vehicle.  When  a  careful,  experienced  Missionary's  wife  presides 
over  the  domestic  anangements,  tbe  interior  of  the  waggon 
presents  to  the  view  a  soene  of  comfort  whicJi  might  surprise 
those  who  stay  at  home  and  know  nothing  about  "  necessity** 
being  "  the  mother  of  inTcntion.'*  In  such  a  case  the  lady 
nay  be  seen  comfortably  sitting  at  her  needle,  with  ber  work« 
bag  and  other  conyenienoes  suspended  on  the  Innde  of  the 
waggon,  whilst  her  husband  is  looking  after  the  men  and  the 
cattle,  or,  ii  ;iU  be  right,  quietly  reading  a  book. 

"When  inttjitltti  only  for  short  journeys,  the  African  travelling 
waggon  is  constructed  on  a  somewhat  diflferent  principle,  and  is 
made  ns  light  as  is  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  strength. 
It  is  then  sometimes  drawn  by  six  or  eight  horses,  harnessed  in 
the  simplest  possible  manner;  one  man  holding  the  reins  while 
another  wields  a  tremendous  whip,  which  urges  on  the  fieiy 
ateeds  at  a  rapid  rate.  But  the  heavy  lumberly  ox-waggon 
described  above  is  generally  used  for  heavy  loads  and  long 
journeys.  It  is  drawn  by  a  span  of  oxen  Yaiying  in  number 
ftom  twelve  to  eighteen,  according  to  dronmstances.  These 
are  frequently  all  of  one  colour,  or  otherwise  resembling  each 
other,  and  look  very  pretty  when  in  good  condition.  The  two 
wheelers  are  yoked  to  a  pole  projecting  from  the  front  of  the 
waggon  called  the  "  dizeloboom"  and  the  I'est  to  a  long  rope  or 
cabk  iceured  to  that,  called  the  "  trek-tow V  Three  men  are 
required  to  each  waggon, — the  driver,  the  leader,  and  a  man  to 
take  care  of  the  spare  cattle,  or  slaughter  *'  vee,"  and  to  assist 
nt  the  "  outspannings."  The  average  rate  of  travelling  is  about 
three  miles  an  hour. 

Such  was  the  character  of  our  equipment,  on  the  occ  asion  of 
my  first  journey  into  the  interior,  to  which  I  must  now  return 
after  this  descriptive  digression.  Everything  being  ready,  wo 
took  our  places  in  the  waggon ;  the  driver  mounted  the  Jbre 
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kUi,  cracked  his  tremendous  whip,  and  off  we  vent  nt  a  Uve^ 
pace,  the  oxen  being  fresh  and  in  good  condition.  Before  tko 
break  of  day  we  passed  throngh  Terrington  OiD?e ;  and  began 
to  atoend  the  iteq>  winding  road  whiiBli  liat  been  formed  at 
gnat  expense  tbrongb  a  Idoof  now  generally  known  by  Ike 
dignified  name  of  Sir  Lowry's  Pass,  in  honour  of  Sir  Loviy 
Cole,  nnder  wboae  auspicet,  at  Governor  of  the  Colony,  tkia 
InprOTement  waa  made,  chiefly  by  eon?iet  labour.  We 
observed  the  course  of  the  old  road,  which  was  steep  and 
rugged  in  the  extreme;  and  it  appeared  almost  incredible  that  a 
loaded  waggon  could  ever  have  been  dragged  up  the  almost 
perpendicular  rocky  track  on  uliich  we  gazed  with  surprise; 
but  we  were  assured  that  this  was  the  only  path  tlirough  the 
Kloof  btfore  the  furuiatiou  of  the  new  road.  On  rtachiTT;:^  the 
siiiDii.it  of  the  first  rocky  ridge,  the  snn  was  just  ri>in^  a1>ove 
the  hiiii  more  distant  mountains  ;  and  on  lookin::;  down  upon 
the  country  we  hud  traversed,  vre  had  one  of  the  most  splendid 
prospects  that  I  ever  beheld.  Bcyood  the  vast  expanse  of 
water  formed  by  an  inlet  of  tlie  ocean  terminating  in  False  fi«y, 
which  was  now  glittering  in  ihc  rays  of  the  rising  sun,  we  eonhl 
distinguish  Simon's  Town,  Kalk  Bay,  and  Muienberg,  with  the 
iod(y  heights  behind  termimiting  in  Thble  Moontain  in  tba 
fiur  distance,  whiUt  the  beautifnl  village  of  Soniemi  (West)  lay 
slnmbering  in  the  valley  betov.  As  wo  proceeded  onward  m 
onr  jonnsy,  an  extensive  country  was  opened  to  onr  view  to 
the  eastward,  embracing  the  valley  of  the  PlshneU  Bivw,  and 
the  roads  leading  to  Caledon  and  Swellendam.  On  coming  to 
a  stream  of  water  which  crossed  our  path,  and  finding  that  our 
oxen  were  somewhat  fatiijued,  we  outspanned  for  hn  akfast. 

The  outspanning  is  an  interesting  ineident  in  a  journey  by 
ox-waj:gon  in  Southern  Africa.  It  is  lictt-ssary  for  the  refrrsh* 
mc'iit  both  of  man  and  beast,  and  takes  place  in  the  following 
manner.  When  the  patient  animals  hare  toiled  at  tlieir  weary 
task  of  dngging  akwg  the  ponderous  vehicle  for  three  or  fom 
hours,  they  give  unmistakeable  intimations  of  a  destne  Ibf  n 
WtgfiU ;  but  a  judicious  traveller  will  ouMiy  look  onl  Ibr  n 
green  spot  in  the  wilderness,  when  then  ii  water  and  graai^ 
bsim  ha  givca  the  word  to  his  M  to  onlsptt.  This  beiiv 
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done,  the  oxen  are  aepented  from  the  joke,  and  soon  find  their 
my  first  to  the  water,  and  then  to  the  be&t  grazing  ground  that 
the  country  affords.  In  the  mean  time  a  few  sticks  .are  od- 

leeted,  a  fire  kindled,  and  the  ever-welcome  tea-kettle  is 
suspended  over  it.  The  table-cloth  is  spread  on  the  green  grass, 
or  on  the  top  of  a  smooth  rock,  as  the  case  raay  be;  and,  when 
everv'thiiiL'  is  readv,  all  concerned  stand  around  with  hat  in 
hand,  wliilc  the  blessiii":  of  God  is  nsked  on  the  houielv  meal. 
To  the  uninitiated,  this  seems  a  strange  pic-nic  mode  of  life; 
but  we  soon  get  accustomed  to  it,  and  take  it  as  a  matter  of 
ooorse.  When  the  Missionary'  and  his  attcudants  have  finished 
their  repast,  the  circle  is  formed  for  family  worship,  when  the 
Word  of  God  is  read,  and  prayer  and  praise  offered,  generally 
in  the  native  langoage  of  the  people.  I  can  call  to  mind  many 
▼eiy  happy  seasons  of  this  kind  whilst  travelling  in  the  wilds  of 
Africa ;  but  those  which  occurred  in  my  first  journey  made  an 
impression  never  to  be  forgotten. 

After  a  halt  of  about  two  hours  the  word  of  command  was 
given,  the  oxen  collected  and  inspanned,  and  we  proceeded  on 
our  journey.  Our  course  wa?  tlirough  a  eountry  of  diversified 
aspect,  where  vinc^aids,  cornfields,  pasture-lands,  and  barren 
heaths  were  strangely  intermingled.  In  the  afternoon  we 
ascended  with  some  diflRculty  fi  rup-ed  mountain  path  to  the 
top  of  Newberg,  when  another  extensive  prospect  burst  upon 
our  view  in  the  direction  of  Worcester.  After  outspanning 
repeatedly  during  the  day,  and  descending  by  a  tolerable  road 
into  a  fruitful  and  well- watered  valley,  we  halted  for  the  night 
near  to  the  river  Zondereind  (the  "endless"  river). 

Having  attended  to  all  the  duties  oonneeted  with  outspan- 
ning, made  arrangements  to  prevent  the  oxen  from  going  astray 
during  the  night,  and  partaken  of  a  (rugal  meal,  we  spent  a  ple»- 
sent  evening  around  our  eamp*fire,  in  singing,  conversation,  and 
prayer.  In  these  exercises  we  were  join^  by  two  Dutch  boers, 
who  were  ootspanned  not  far  from  us,  with  their  loads  of 
produce  for  the  Cape  Town  maiket.  We  retired  to  rest  at  an 
early  hour ;  and  being  fatigued  with  a  long  day's  journey,  I  slept 
much  belter  on  this  the  first  oecasion  of  my  lodging  in  an 
Alrican  waggon  than  I  expected.   In  fact  we  were  very  com- 
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iigrlilile.  A  little  ineident  oocarred  dviiig  the  formor  put  of 
the  day,  which  iney  tdNe  to  iUuetnte  the  iiide  slate  of  eocie^» 
and  the  mfim|iieik^  with  which  tome  people  attend  a  pbee  of 
woiehip  eten  at  this  short  distanee  ftom  the  Cipe.  On 
approaching;  a  fanahoiue  where  the  road  had  been  leentlj 
repaired  with  more  than  usual  care,  and  on  neetiag  a  Hottentot 
boy,  we  inquired  the  occasion  of  this  reeent  improrement.  In 
answer  to  our  inquiries,  the  boy  related,  in  all  simplicity,  \.cm  • 
child  had  been  boni  to  liis  master ;  and  that  wht:n  it  became 
neffssnry  to  have  it  bnptized,  his  mn?tcr  had  the  road  thu^ 
repairer),  that  his  mibln  ss  might  jjo  to  church  in  the  waggoo 
with  lier  attendaiils  on  this  nceessar\'  business. 

Whilst  the  oxen  were  being  collected  and  iosjianued,  earii'  oo 
the  momin^r  of  Wednesday,  the  S5ih,  we  lighted  a  fire,  had  each 
a  enp  of  coffee,  nnd  proceeded  on  our  joumer.  After  erassiag 
the  lim  Zoodereind  at  a  ragged  sUmj  ford*  we  proceeded 
through  a  gently  nndulating  eoontij,  with  oceaMoaal  fcm* 
hooses  at  a  short  diitanee  from  the  road*  About  noon  ww 
eame  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Brett,  a  gentleman  wcH  hnown  to 
some  of  our  party ;  and  as  the  day  wes  beginning  to  be  voj 
warm*  and  as  we  dcdined  to  make  any  atay^  he  Idndly  pae- 
sentcd  os  with  tome  ripe  figs,  and  a  basket  of  grapes  from  hie 
Tincyard,  which  were  very  acreptnble.  We  outspauned  for  rest 
nnd  nfrrshnipnt  two  or  thm  umcs  during  the  day,  usual, 
and  in  the  afiernooii,  on  asci^nding  an  elctatcd  ridjje,  we  had  a 
fine  view  of  tlie  valK  y  of  BosehjcsTcld,  with  New  tn;iu%iik  m  die 
di*tanfe,  wliich  we  readied  nbont  fire  oVlorl:  in  the  evening. 
V^v  reecivrd  a  hearty  Ilibernrin  welronie  from  Mr.  nrsd  Mr"-. 
Lindsay,  who  bad  been  anticipating  our  visit  with  feelings  of 
lesi  pleasme ;  and  they  rejoiced  over  our  safe  arrival  at  their 
hospitable  mansion.  The  presenoe  of  three  Christian  Nf  inisters 
it  this  secluded  spot  was  an  stent  so  unusual  that  it  cictted 
eonsidcfable  interest  among  the  people,  who^  together  with  onr 
acdknt  boot  and  hostess,  did  eteiytbti^  in  their  power  fa 
piomote  our  eomfbvt  dortng  onr  brief  sqjonm  with  tbflM« 

The  two  IbUowing  days  were  spent  in  viewing  the  eouliy, 
eonverting  with  the  people,  and  in  looking  orer  Vr.  lindsay^ 
ngricnltnral,  aMebanieal,  and  BMrcautHe  eftabttshmcat.  On 
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«]it<rpriring  friend  ought  to  do  well  for  both  worlds ;  for  I  hflTO 
seldom  met  with  any  one  who  more  fully  exemplified  the 
apoetolical  precept*  'Miligent  in  businew,  fervent  in  spirit, 
eenriiig  the  Lord."  He  givea  employment  to  n  number  of  poor 
eoloored  menan^  their  luniliee,  and,  at  the  same  time,  carefully 
4lttende  to  their  moral  and  spiritual  welfare. 

Sunday,  the  28th,  was  li  high  day  at  Newmanville.  Early  ia 
the  morning  the  native  prayer-meeting  was  held.  In  the  fore- 
noon Mr.  Ridgill  preached  an  impressive  sermon  in  Dutch,  and 
the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  wa?  admini^tcn d.  In  the 
.aftenioon  I  picachfed  in  English,  and  baptized  Mr.  Lindsay's 
infant,  after  which  I  attended  the  native  Class  Meeting,  with 
which  I  was  both  pleased  and  profited.  Mr.  Jackson  being  an 
invalid,  and  wishing  to  be  exempt  fnm  ministerial  duty,  jMr> 
Bidgill  preached  again  in  the  evening.  The  whole  of  the 
^aenrioea  were  well  attended*  and  a  gndous  influence  rested 
upon  the  people.  From  what  I  witnessed  this  day,  and  from 
ihe  observatbns  which  I  made  during  my  visit,  I  was  much 
impressed  in  favour  of  Ur.  Lindsay's  unwearied  labours  for 
the  good  of  the  people,  and  with  the  necessity  of  something 
being  done  to  secure  a  more  adequate  supply  of  ministerial 
labour  for  this  interesting  station. 

Having  accomplished  the  object  of  our  visit,  and  collected 
such  information  as  might  be  of  service  in  the  future,  early 
on  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  Ist  of  March,  we  set  out 
on  our  return  to  Cape  Town.  The  oxen  being  fresh  and 
lively,  we  proceeded  nt  a  more  rapid  pace  than  nsnal  during 
>the  forenoon.  As  the  day  began  to  wax  hot,  we  outspanned 
for  an  hour  or  two  at  the  foot  of  a  stupendous  mountain,  and 
whilst  the  oxen  were  grazing  in  the  valley  we  did  ample  justice 
to  the  provisions  with  which  Mrs*  Lindsay  had  so  liberally 
•anpplied  us  for  the  journey.  On  proceeding  onward,  in  a  Toute 
different  to  that  by  which  we  had  come^  the  scenery  became 
grand  and  mqestic  bcyrad  anything  I  had  before  witnessed* 
As  we  ascended  the  mountain  along  a  steep  and  rugged  road^ 
we  had  on  our  right  hand  a  deep  Uoof  or  ravine,  thiddy  studded 
with  gigantic  trees,  and  on  our  left  almost  perpendicular  cliffs 
lowering  above  our  heads.    On  reaching  the  summit,  and 
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oommenttng  our  detent  on  tbo  wettm  side  of  the  mdkf 
beiyht,  a  prospeet  bunt  upon  our  view  of  m  moit  duming 
dumwter.  At  the  ibot  of  the^nountaiii  lay  shiinberiDg  in  n 
ftfftile  valkgr  the  rani  Tillage  of  Fransebe-Hoek,  and  the  diiAfiel 

and  hamlet  of  Paarl  stretched  awav  into  the  dim  distance  on 
the  one  band,  and  the  town  and  neitrlibourliood  of  Stcll<  nl'H>§<^ 
CD  the  other,  whilst  Table  MuuiiUm  rcarc-d  lofi}'  head  m  Luc 
legions  still  beyond. 

We  owtspfinned  for  the  ni^ht  at  Fran^chc-Ho^k,  and  lu-ld  a 
profitable  little  nieetmu'  ^vith  a  few  peopU*,  wiio  soon  tolif^tt'd 
togetlier  on  hearing:  that  a  party  of  Midsionariea  had  arrived. 
Having  slept  comfortably  in  the  waggon,  we  inspanned  early 
on  Tuoeday  morning,  the  2nd,  and  travelled  two  or  three  hours 
before  we  halted  for  breakfast.  Beang  anuoas  to  get  booM  witk 
as  little  delay  as  poeeible,  I  here  led  my  friends  and  the  waggon 
behind,  took  hoiae  and  rode  to  8teUenboedi»  a  dielanea  of  eight 
nilee,  arriving  juit  in  time  to  mount  the  omnibtte  for  Oqin 
Town,  whieh  I  reeohed  in  eafetj  about  noon,  harimr  ttaveUed 
npwarde  of  foi^  milee  tinoe  earlj  morning.  I  wae  mndk  gialiieA 
with  thia  tour  of  obeenration»  and  returned  home  thankftd  t» 
God  for  Hit  preeerring  mercies,  and  glad  to  find  thai  all  had 
gone  on  well  nt  the  station  during  my  absence. 

Altboiii,di  favourably  impressed  with  the  chararter  of  Bosch- 
jesvtid  and  other  district*  of  the  Overberi;  Countn,  as  pro- 
mising fields  of  missionary  laboui,  ii  was  not  till  soTinil  Nf«T» 
afterward  thai  we  were  able  to  make  more  adequate  arr.iniTf- 
ments  for  the  rcHjjious  instruction  of  the  iontj-nejilertcil  coloured 
population.  In  the  mean  lime  Mr.  Lindsay  was  mdelatigabie 
in  his  eflforts  to  diffuse  the  light  of  tb<-  Gospei»  and  the  resideat 
Miniater  of  Somerwt  (West)  visited  the  plaee  at  often  as  poa> 
aibla.  In  the  couiie  of  his  business  jonmeya  Mr*  Lind«a^ 
pieaohed  at  the  TiOagea  of  Ladj  Qrej,  Bobertion,  and  Um^ 
tiqne ;  and  tnm  the  tillage  of  SweUendam  1  reeeited  a  memo 
riid  iigned  hf  n  oomideinblo  number  of  intelligcBt  |wiien^ 
eanntly  pleading  for  a  Weekyan  Miminnaty,  Theea  drenm* 
etaneea>  with  other  impoitaBi  coneidendiottei  led  to  a  teeonA 
j  jumey  to  thai  part  of  the  eolonj,  and  nlftimBlelj  to  the  aetab* 
Ushfficnt  of  two  principal  or  central  stalions,  eona  pertiwhi 
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conoennng  wliich  may  perhaps  be  most  coiiTeniehtly  given  hen, 
legard  being  bad,  in  this  instanoe,  to  geographical  latber  than 
chronological  arrangement. 

Having  rnatle  arrangements  with  the  Rev.  Joseph  Tindall, 
the  Missionary  for  the  time  being  at  iSoraerset  (West),  to  pay 
another  visit  to  the  Overberg  Country,  I  left  home  on  Wednes- 
day, the  i8th  of  February,  1857,  and  travelled  to  Soiueiaet  by 
the  omnibus.  On  my  arrival  in  the  eveninj^  I  found  that  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tindall,  with  their  usual  kindness  uud  lorethought, 
bad  every  thing  ready  for  our  journey.  After  an  hour  or  two 
spent  in  agreeable  conversation  and  prayer,  we  letired  to  rest 
early,  to  be  ready  for  the  duties  of  the  morrow. 

At  balf-past  two  o'clock  on  the  following  morning  we  weve 
up,  inspanned,  and  commencing  our  jonmey ;  for  this  time  we 
tmreUed  with  a  covered  spring  cart  and  two  borses,  and  only 
a  Hottentot  boy  to  assist  ns.  Tbis  I  fonnd  to  be  a  more  expedi^ 
tiotts  and  less  troublesome  mode  of  traTelliog  for  sbort  jonmqri 
tban  witb  tbe  lumbering  ox-waggon,  but  not  by  any  means  so 
comfortable  wben  a  lodging  is  required  in  the  desert.  On  this 
occasion,  however,  we  travelled  through  from  Somerset  to 
liosclyesvcld  in  one  day,  halting  for  a  short  time  every  two  or 
three  hours  to  rest  the  horses,  and  occasionally  to  take  refresh- 
ment. We  took  the  same  road  as  ou  the  occasion  of  my 
former  visit,  so  that  a  description  of  the  country  is  unnecessary^ 
On  reachini!^  Newmanville  we  were  ni^aiii  cordially  welcomed  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindsay,  who  hailed  our  visit  to  theii  interesting 
little  station  with  evident  tokens  of  joy. 

On  Sunday,  the  22nd,  Mr.  Tindall  preached,  in  tbe  morning, 
in  Dutch,  to  a  crowded  and  attentive  congregation.  In  the  after- 
noon I  attended  the  Sabbath  school  and  native  Class  Meeting, 
and  baptized  an  adult ;  and  in  tbe  evenmg  I  preached  in  Eng- 
lish, and  administered  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper^ 
This  was  indeed  a  day  of  spiritual  blessing ;  and  I  had  abundant 
cause  to  rgoice  over  the  advaao^ent  and  improvement  of  the 
people  ill  general  intelligence  and  Christian  knowledge  since  my 
former  visit  five  years  before. 

Having  made  arrani^ements  for  a  journey  to  Robertsoa  and 
Svvellendam,  with  a  view  to  collect  ioformution  as  to  the  prac* 
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tieabiUfy  of  exteiidui|r  our  mttnonaiy  Iftboon  to  tlrate  ]iIm%  I 
left  Newmanville  eaiiy  on  Honda/  mornuig,  the  SSrd  inmii 
•ecompanied  by  BCr.  Tindell  and  Mr.  londiay.  On  tkis  oeen* 
sion  we  ivaveUed  by  ox*waggon,  through  the  kindneaa  of 
Lindsay,  who  furnished  theentiie  equipage,  that  onr  honeanighl 
rest  till  our  rtturn.  During  the  day  we  trarclled  through  n 
country  wild  and  ruijged  in  ilie  extreme,  with  sisrns  of  eultiTa- 
tioQ  "few  and  fu  I -  twecn;'*  and,  having  repeatedly  out  spanned 
for  rest  and  rtlVLshmcnt  as  usual,  at  eight  o'rlork  r.M.  we 
halted  lor  the  night  about  two  miles  Crom  Kobertsoo.  after  a 
weaiy  day's  journey  of  eightcm  hours. 

We  entered  the  village  of  Hobcrtson  at  an  early  hour  the 
foUowing  morning,  and  were  pleaaed  with  the  aitoatHMi  and 
appearance  of  the  plaee.  It  Uea  in  a  gentle  hollow,  surrouoded 
hj  hiils  of  moderate  deraUon,  and  extenaire  fiunu  in  a  tolenhlo 
atate  of  eultivation.  At  ten  o'eloek  a.ii.  we  eonmmeed  « 
leligiona  aenriee  in  the  open  air,  in  oonnexion  with  laying  tl« 
foundatbn-atone  of  a  littk  ehapd  to  be  bnilt  upon  n  lot  of  land 
aeenfod  for  the  purpose  aome  tine  before.  Mr.  Lindiay  p(f«- 
iMrmed  the  eeremony  of  laying  the  atone»  after  which  he  delitcied 
n  very  eameat  addreaa.  Mr.  Tindall  and  I  followed,  and  tba 
meeting,  whidi  was  w«ll  attended,  coosiderinsr  the  ehmtnev  of 
thf  notice,  wns  coiicludtii  with  pr(iyt:r  to  (ioU  lor  His  blessing 
ou  (he  enterprise. 

Having  closed  the  service  connected  with  byio!?  the  tir?t 
ftone  of  our  new  chapf!  nt  Kol)ort!»on,  and  partaken  of  a  h.i^ty 
dinner  bv  the  side  of  our  wairiron,  we  eolU-ett-d  the  uxen,  in- 
spanned,  and  set  out  for  Swelkndam.  Our  cattle  being  fnsah 
and  in  good  condition,  we  travelled  at  a  quick  pace  for  sis 
bonra,  and  then  halted  for  the  night  by  the  aidle  of  a  brook,  where 
we  found  grass  for  the  oxen  and  wood  for  our  evening  fire.  We 
atavted  again  ear^on  the  morning  of  Wedneaday,  the  Slth»  aad 
tmieUed  all  day  thfongh  a  wildemeaa  oonntiy,  along  the  boat  of 
aridgeof  lofty  monntaina, ontiponning ooeaaionally  for  mat  nnd 
wfteahment  for  man  and  beaat  In  the  fovenoon  we  anw  a  flock 
of  oatriehea*  ranning  and  flapping  their  winga  at  n  rapid  rate. 
8oon  afterwuda  one  of  onr  men  ahotndnkier  deer  which  croeeed 
onr  path ;  and  thus  we  were  provided  with  a  supply  of  game 
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whidi  lasted  for  two  or  tbree  days.  Tbe  horns  of  the  animal 
were  presented  to  ne  as  a  curiosity.  After  a  comfortable  lodging 
in  the  desert,  we  proceeded  forward  at  an  early  lionr  on  Thurs- 
day morning,  and  b  ae^of  three  hoara  brought  us  doae  to  the 
village  of  Swdlendam,  where  we  ontapaaned  for  breakfiut. 

After  attending  to  onr  toilet  as  beat  we  could  in  the  bush,  we 
Cook  a  walk  into  the  village,  where  we  spent  the  day  in  visiting 
the  public  schools,  conversing  with  n  Wedeysn  family  or  two,  and 
other  persons  who  had  united  in  a  memorial  for  a  Weslqran 
Missionary,  and  iu  interviews  with  Dr.  Robertson,  the  Dutch 
Minister,  and  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  15aker,  the  English  Clergyman,  w  hom 
we  found  ve  ry  friendly  and  adable.  We  dined  at  the  yillage 
hotel,  where  we  met  with  some  interesting  company,  which  made 
us  fttel  as  if  we  had  returned  once  more  to  the  abodes  of  civiliza- 
tion. Having  obtamed  the  information  we  required,  especially 
with  Inference  to  a  Mr.  Witstein,  who  had  left  the  service  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  collected  a  congr^tion  of  coloured 
persons,  several  of  whom  were  included  among  those  who  had 
asked  for  a  Wesleyan  Missionaiy,  we  returned  to  our  waggon  in 
the  afternoon,  and  immediately  commenced  onr  journey  home- 
waids*  We  truYelled  tiU  a  Uite  hoar  at  night,  before  we  en* 
eamped  once  more  in  the  desert.  On  Friday,  the  27  th,  wa 
tratelled  aU  day,  occasionally  halting  as  before  for  refreshment  • 
and  in  the  evening  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  Robertson,  where 
we  outspanned  for  the  night.  Ou  Saturday  morning  we  entered 
the  village,  and  proceeded  to  onr  former  place  of  encampment, 
near  the  site  of  the  new  chapel,  where  we  spent  the  day  in  pre- 
paring fur  the  Sabbath,  hi  the  eveaing  I  prenched  in  English, 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Greathead,  whilst  Mr.  Tindaii  and  Mr. 
Lindsay  were  engaged  in  holding  a  meeting  in  Dutch  in  auother 
part  of  the  village. 

Sunday,  the  1st  of  March,  was  a  high  day  at  Robertson.  In 
the  forenoon  the  congregation  which  assembled  was  larger  than 
any  house  would  accommodate :  we  therefore  arranged  to  hold 
the  service  iu  the  open  air,  by  our  waggon ;  and  at  ten  o'clock 
^Ir.  Tindall  preached  an  excellent  sermon  in  Dutch ;  after  which 
i  baptized  two  adults,  fiither  and  daughter,  who  had  been  for 
some  tune  under  religious  instruction^  and  who  made  a  good 
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ooafession  before  many  tt  itnesses.  In  tbe  afternoon  I  preaohad 
again  in  EngUaK  and  Mr.  Lindiaj  in  Patch  in  tha  efcni^g.  A 
giadotts  inflnanoe  attcndad  all  tliaia  aarvioea,  and  «a  IbH 
coniagcd  to  hopa  that  nneh  goodwoidd  mult  from  tha  laithlnl 
preaching  of  tha  Goapd  in  Ihia  inteieatiog  paii  of  tha  Lovd'a 
▼inajrafd. 

At  two  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  tha  oxen  wm  fnspanned, 
and  wc  rencwi'd  our  homeward  jonmey.  We  fitartcd  tlms  early 
with  the  hope  of  pushing  through  to  Ntwr:  uville  in  one  dny; 
but,  nlthoughonr  halts  for  rest  rrnd  refreshmi  at  w  ere  as  few  und 
a?  short  nis  j)u^^iblc,  we  shouio  have  been  dis;ippc)intiH!,  had  not 
Mrs.  Lindsay,  with  her  usual  forethou^lit,  sent  a  cart  niid  lior^os 
to  meet  us.  Availing  ollr^o]v^3  of  this  quiekcr  mofie  of  tra- 
velling, we  reached  the  resilience  uf  our  kind  host  aoon  after 
dark,  and  kit  tha  wag^n  to  follow  the  next  morninpf. 

On  tha  morning  of  Tueaday,  the  Snl,  about  half-past  one 
o'doek,  we  commenced  our  jonmey  over  thr  Tnonntains  with  the 
catt  and  horses  with  which  we  came  to  Boad^jetveld.  Aftar  toil- 
ing hard  all  day,  we  reached  domenei  in  tha  avaniag.  On 
Wedneaday  morning  I  aroae  again  at  an  early  hour,  and  kit  If 
tha  onnibua  at  half-paat  four.  ITa  reached  Cape  Town  aboni 
ten;  and  after  attending  to  the  bnaineaa  which  awaited  me^  I 
wctit  out  to  Bondeboach,  where  I  waa  thankfhl  to  fiftd  my  dear 
wife  had  been  preserved  in  health  and  comfort  dnring  my 
absence. 

These  rppeated  tours  of  obw  rvnt ions  to  the  places  whith  li.^r« 
been  named,  situated  in  the  iii»trict»  of  Worct^ter  and  S\vi»iif  n- 
dain,  b-  \  -lid  the  ran^e  of  inoiinlnin^  which  separates  theni  fR^ra 
the  Cape,  and  known  as  the  Overher^:  Country,  wi  re  n^t  without 
fruit.  From  the  very  fiiist  1  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  good 
which  had  attended  the  labours  of  Mr.  Lindsay  and  the  oeca* 
sional  mits  of  the  Missionary  from  Soacfaet,  and  with  the  6el 
that  a  wide  and  promiaing  field  of  missionary  labour  iraa  |Mn»> 
aented  to  the  view  among  a  laiga  popnlation  of  eoloinad  |mo> 
|de»  for  whoM  religiona  inetmciton  no  ptoviakm  waa  auda  by 
any  other  aodety.  For  tooM  time  we  were  pivnnlad  horn 
occupying  thia  intovatbg  sphere  of  uaefalneaa  by  tha  wnat  oC 
ada^mla  ncana,  and  other  aifcnmatuaaa  otar  whioh  wi  bad  no 
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control.  At  length,  liowererp  the  way  teemed  to  open  op  befoee 
us,  and,  with  the  aid  and  aanetion  of  the  Ptoent  Society,  two 
important  prineipel  etatione  or  Ciieuite  were  organized  and 
entered  uj)  >ii,  an  account  of  which  may  appropriately  close  the 

present  chapter. 

Bobertson,  a  new  viiiage  so  called  in  honour  of  a  venerable 
Doctor  of  Divinity  and  Minister  of  the  Dutch  Jleformed  Church 
of  that  name,  has  already  been  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
account  of  mv  mifsionarv  travels.  ^ithonKh  it  had  onlv  hcva 
formed  a  short  time  previous  to  my  visit,  I  counted  one  hun- 
dred houses  already  finished  and  occupied,  whilst  several  others 
were  in  progress  of  erection.  A  good  Dotch  church  had  just 
been  completed,  but  no  Minister  had  been  appointed  to  occupy 
it,  and  no  provision  had  been  made  for  the  ndigious  wants  of 
the  coloured  Inhahitanto.  Being  central  to  a  large  native 
population,  employed  on  the  aurroimding  farms,  and  a  place 
lapidly  rising  into  importance,  this  appeared  to  be  the  most 
anitable  locality  for  tiie  residence  of  a  Miseionaiy,  and  the  head 
of  our  first  new  Chrcoit  in  the  0?erbeig  Country;  and  it  waa 
accordingly  entered  upon  in  the  year  1859. 

The  first  Missionary  appointed  to  occupy  this  interesting 
sphere  ol  labour  was  the  Ih-v.  Henry  Tindall,  a  man  well 
adapted  for  the  important  position,  so  remote  from  the  super- 
vision and  counsel  of  senior  bi  i  thren,  by  his  previous  mij^sion- 
ary  training,  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Dutch  language, 
in  addition  to  his  other  good  qualities  as  n  zealous  young 
Minister  of  the  Gospel.  Mr.  Tindall  entered  upon  his  work  at 
Bobertson  and  the  neighbouring  places  in  the  true  missionaiy 
spirit;  and  he  has  continued  to  the  present  time  to  ooeapy  the 
station  with  credit  to  himself  and  adfantage  to  the  people 
among  whom  be  has  laboured.  In  common  with  all  new  enter- 
prises, the  prosecution  of  the  missionaiy  work  at  this  pkee  has 
been  attended  with  difficulties ;  but  th^  hate  been  sueoessfnlly 
encountered,  and  the  Ohrcuit  has  now  attained  to  a  state  of 
order  and  stability  pleasing  to  contemplate.  At  Bobertson  a 
commodious  Mission-House  has  been  elected ;  and  the  little 
sanctuary,  the  fonndation-stone  of  which  was  laid  on  the  ooca* 
aiou  oi  ai^  Urst  visit,  is  iiow  being  superseded  by  an  elegant  ^ 
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and  tabaiftntial  chapel  better  suited  to  the  iacreasiDg  oongregi- 
iioD.  An  excellent  day  tchoel  it  conducted  in  tiia  old  diapel, 
which  is  henceforth  to  be  used  m  a  achool-hooM ;  and  the 
■ealooa  Kattfo  Teaoher,  himtelf  the  fniit  of  flUMiooaiy  laboor, 
offifdatea  on  the  Sabbath  as  a  Local  Pieaeher.  Pinuig  the  tMt 
year  after  the  Mieaioii  was  organised,  fifteen  addta  weia  laorttcd 
into  the  chuieh  hy  baptism,  having  given  liirfMtoiy  eridenee 
of  a  sincere  desire  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  oome.  and  beat 
carefully  instructed  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  reiigioB. 
Each  succeeding  vear  has  witnessed  additional  ncres^^ions  to  the 
jiujiibii-  of  the  faithful,  inui  now  the  congregation  and  cbureh 
would  coinp;irc  lavriiir.il)ly  witl^those  of  aiiy  coualiy. 

At  Newuiiuu iliv  till'  ^f)<)il  uork  has  been  impeded  by  uafare* 
seen  dit!iruUi(  s  ;  and  liie  place  beui^  so  remote  from  tl»e  emtre 
of  the  Circuit,  it  has  not  had  thai  advantage  from  the  appoint^ 
ment  of  a  Missionary  which  was  at  first  anticipated.  There 
are,  however,  still  a  few  faithful  followers  oC  Christ  united  in 
chnrch  fieUowship,  who  are  themselves  remarlcable  iustenaea  of 
His  saving  power,  and  who  hail  the  visits  of  the  Missionsiy 
witli  feelinga  of  onspeakabie  joj«  It  ia  hoped  that  biighlcr 
dajs  are  in  atoio  Ibr  this  interesting  ont*etatioiL  Ai  the  ting 
village  of  Ladj  Giejr,  notwithstanding  the  poveity  of  the  pao> 
pie  and  other  diflienHies,  a  little  chapel  baa  been  enetedp  mi 
a  blesaed  work  of  ginee  eiperieneed.  Daiin|^  the  first  jrtar  of 
the  Missionary's  labour,  seventeen  adnlta  wen  baptised  at  thia 
place,  numy  of  whom  were  savingly  converted  to  God ;  and, 
since  that  puriod,  m:it»y  more  have  been  added  to  tlie  church, 
eui'h  a>,  we  trust,  will  be  tinullv  saved.  The  Miisionarv  hns 
also  extended  his  hibours  i(j  ihu  village  of  Monta^i,  where  ihe 
coniiftnn'  (if  the  Ptiteh  lu  riirinfd  Church  generously  rntnted  a 
site  for  a  Wetleyan  chapel,  and  where  an  eaoooraguig  aiaasain 
of  socoess  has  alreadv  b^n  realized. 

w 

Adequately  to  snpply  so  many  pboes  remote  bom  mck  other* 
and  separated  in  som^  iostanoos  b/  mwmtain  langea  and  broad 
iiYBrs^  impose  a  heavy  tax  on  the  time  and  stieqgth  of  the  Jiis» 
lionary;  b«t  Mr.  Tindail  has  hitteto  been  woodarfal^ ana*^ 
tamed  and  blessed  in  hie  work.   Ha  oan  now  look  with  plaiaM 
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pinrons  adiooU,  and  one  Imndfed  and  twenty-six  members 
united  together  in  church  fellowship. 

Swelleiidam  was  thu  next  place  occupied  by  the  Wesleyan 
Missioiiar)'  Society  in  the  Overberg  Country.  Our  entrance 
upon  this  sphere  of  labour  was  under  circumstances  somewhat 
peculinr.  Mention  has  already  been  made  of  a  memorial  which 
I  rcci  ived  at  an  early  period  from  a  large  number  of  the 
coloured  portion  of  the  population,  earnestly  requesting  a  Mis- 
sionary, to  which  we  were  at  that  time  unable  to  respond ;  and 
of  the  fact  tbat  several  of  these  same  pmpk  had  afterwards 
placed  themselTes  under  the  care  of  a  Mr.  Witstein,  who  had 
formerly  been  a  Cateobist  in  connexion  with  tlie  Dntcb  Ke- 
fonned  Cbnreb.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1862,  this 
gentleman,  wishing  to  withdraw  from  the  position  which  he  had 
taken,  and  remove  from  the  country,  made  an  offer  of  his  con- 
gregation, school,  and  premises  to  our  Society,  which  was 
ultimately  accepted,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  people.  To 
meet  the  emergency,  in  the  month  of  April,  Mr.  John  Thome,  a 
candidate  for  our  ministry,  was  sent  to  Swellendam,  to  take 
charge  of  tlie  new  station,  under  the  superrision  of  the  Mission- 
ary  at  Robertson. 

Considering  the  novel  and  somewhat  difRcnlt  circumstnnrps 
in  which  he  was  placed,  Mr.  Thorne  p:nve  evidence  of  a  mea- 
suie  of  judgment,  prudence,  and  zeal,  truly  remarkable  for  one 
so  young  and  comparatively  inexperienced.  He  had  succeeded 
in  gaining  the  attachment  and  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
waa  in  eveiy  respect  doing  well,  when  he  was  called  to  remove 
to  a  new  sphere  of  labour  in  the  Eastern  l^vince^  and  the 
Bev.  WiDiam  Barber  was  appointed  to  succeed  him  at  Swellen- 
dam. Although  not  in  robust  health,  having  previously 
laboured  in  India,  Mr.  Barber  possessed  some  amiable  quaUtiea 
which  recommended  and  fitted  him  for  his  new  position. 
Naturally  of  a  kind  and  genial  disposition,  and  endowed  with 
ministerial  gifts  of  a  somewhat  popular  cliaracter,  he  won  the 
esteem  and  coniidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
The  Missionary  was  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  Henry  Geyer,  whose 
services  were  engaged  as  Teacher  and  Local  Preacher ;  and 
their  united  labours  were  successful  in  gathering  many  into 
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the  fold  of  Christy  fiftj-niiie  being  nportad  as  dini& 
nembefs* 

More  c%ib1e  premises  had  been  pnrdiaaed  and  fitted  up  as  s 

chapel,  and  the  hope  w«s  entertained  that  the  Missionary  and 
his  assistant  ^volll(l  be  nhhi  to  visit  se\eral  neighbouring  places, 
and  or<:anize  an  extensive  and  important  Cirfriiit,  after  the  plan 
of  liohertson,  whfn,  on  the  17tli  of  Mny,  1S65,  a  prreat  part  oi 
the  village  of  Svvclicudain  was  destroyed  by  tire,  and  the  Wes* 
l^an  Mission  premises  were  kid  in  ruins.  This  calamity  hai 
pat  a  temporary  checlc  to  the  proprrcss  of  the  work ;  but  recent 
communications  from  the  Cape  aflford  ground  for  hope  that  tks 
Mission  premises  will  soon  be  rebuilt,  and  that  this  stattoa  will 
yet  answer  its  original  design  as  a  centre  of  light  and  inflneaos 
to  all  sround,  and  oltimetely  to  the  regions  beyond. 


CHAPTER  VL 

Commencement  of  Journey — Mulmshury — Crossini:  1?(  River — Ilccm 
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ill  llic  ^Vililerncss — Kbeue/.er  Station — Crossing  ii.itphiiai  ivivcr — Iht 
Caroo  Desert — Bethel's  Klip — Happy  Sabbath — NuiuHqua  Messenger 
— CroMiiig  the  QnA  Orange  RiTei^-Saad  Doaatatt — ^Niabeti  Bkk 
•^Sabbath  Sagricca  Natita  £acainpment--Janiialtia— Hoole*a  Baaa* 
tain— 'Ifaating  amnnd  tha  Camp  Kre— Jooraqr  hoaMwwd— Pbv 
Boahwoaiaii— Noiap— Kbaniaibcig— Snow  Storm— Retom  ta  tha 

At  an  early  period  of  my  lesidenoe  in  Southern  Afriea»  I 
leoeived  interesting  oommunioations  from  the  Missionaries 
kbouring  iu  Little  and  Great  Namaqualand,  the  moat  distant 
stations  in  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Distriet.   Li  these  eom- 

municationa  they  frequently  sought  my  counsel  and  advice  on 

subjects  connected  witli  their  labours,  concerning  which  I  could 
furrn  but  a  very  imperfect  judgment,  from  want  of  a  personal 
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acquaintance  with  tlie  conntiy  in  which  they  lived*  and  the 
jpecnliar  ehaiaetflr  of  the  work  in  which  they  were  engaged* 
There  were,  moreoTer,  eome  important  matters  pending,  whidi 
aeemed  to  require  my  personal  attention,  and  which  rendered  a 
▼iiit  to  oar  most  remote  interior  stations  very  desirable. 

For  some  time  ray  uumcrous  oflicinl  ;iiiti  muiistrrial  duties  at 
the  Cope  r<tnd(  rcii  it  impracticable  fur  mo  to  leave  lionie  for  the 
length  of  time  whii  h  ^vo^ld  be  required  for  suck  a  journey.  At 
length  the  way  fceciiied  lo  open;  and  the  necessary  preparations 
having  been  made  on  Monday  moriiing,  ihe  -ith  of  July,  1853, 1  * 
left  my  home  at  llondcbosch,  near  Cape  Town,  accompanied  by 
my  friend  Mr.  James  Morris,  who  had  kindly  undertaken  to  be 
my  guide  and  travelling  companion.  A  journey  of  many  hundreds 
of  miles  in  the  interior  of  South  Africa  is  aometimca  attended 
with  considerable  difficulty^  privation,  and  danger ;  and  it  was  not 
without  feeiinga  of  deep  emotion  that  X  took  leave  of  my  dear 
wife  and  Christian  Iricnda ;  not  knowing  what  might  befidl  me 
an  the  course  of  my  travda ;  but  I  felt  that  I  could  itill  cmfide 
in  the  God  of  Miaaiona,  who  had  so  wondeifully  pnaerved  mo 
In  other  lands,  and  who  is  nnchangeable  in  Hia  nature— >"  the 
aame  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever,** 

It  would  have  been  very  pleasant  and  agreeable  to  me,  if  we 
could  have  ptrfoririud  this  lonij;  jouniey  by  ox-waggon,  which  is 
certainly  the  most  comfortable  mode  of  travclimg  llirough  the 
wilds  of  Africa,  as  it  atiorda  ample  accommodation  for  the  con- 
veyance of  stores  and  for  lodging  in  the  wilderness,  as  already 
•described.  But  this  kind  of  arran^aMnent  would  have  occupied 
more  time  than  1  could  conveniently  spare  on  tltis  occasion.  I, 
therefore^  gladly  availed  myself  of  the  use  of  a  light  covered 
spring  cart,  and  four  hoiaea,  offered  for  the  joomcj  by  Mr, 
Morm,  with  a  tpare  horse,  and  a  native  servant,  to  aaaiat  ua  at 
onr  encampmenta. 

The  first  day  we  ttavelied  abont  forty-five  miles  over  the  Cape 
Flata,  leaving  the  little  village  of  D'Urbaii  on  the  right,  and 
|»rooeeding  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Baasoa,  near  Mahnabaiy» 
where  we  arrived  jnst  after  annset,  and  where  we  were  enter- 
lained  with  the  kindness  and  hospitality  for  which  the  Pntdi 
boers,  or  farmers,  are  ao  justly  famed  at  the  Cape.  The  followiiuLr^ 
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morniiig  we  ptsaed  tbttnigh  tbe  nefti  little  villege  of  IttimAmf^ 
at  an  eaily  hoar*  and  aaeended  a  oomidenible  liQI,  bcjood  wluek 
we  loat  sight  of  Table  Mottntaio,  and  prooeeded  tbroogb  tbe 
diftriet  of  Swartland.  Tbe 

assuming:  all  nt  once  the  majestin  proportions  nnd  ruf^ged  wild* 
T1C8S  of  the  interior.  On  tbe  rir^ht  h.nul  and  on  the  left  were 
mouutiiiiis  of  considemble  nltitntle,  the  suiuiuiU  of  which  wem 
covered  with  *now  ;  whilst  the  low  lands  nnd  valleys  were  £>pottrd 
witli  numerons  farms,  separated  fr^m  each  other  hy  rTten*>ive 
heaths  of  pasture  land,  eovered  in  many  places  with  dtunted 
bnthes,  but  totally  detititutc  of  forest  trees.  Havinj^  outspaone^ 
aererai  times  daring  the  day,  to  prepan  our  food,  nnd  allow  tba 
borses  tine  to  graze,  in  the  evenin;^  we  mn»  to  £cig  River» 
wbicb  we  crossed  without  difficidtv  by  means  of  a  pout  esfll* 
cienUy  large  to  eoovcj  boib  borses  and  eaii  over  at  onee*  Wa 
obtained  accommodation  Ibr  tbe  nigbt  at  tbe  bonaa  of  Xr. 
Tiirooe>  on  tbe  nortbera  baab  of  tbe  rim. 

On  tbe  morning  of  Wednesday,  tbe  6tb,  we  iaspaaned  eaily» 
and,  the  road  being  tolerably  good,  proceeded  on  oar  joaniey  al 
a  rapid  rate.  Onr  path  now  led  through  a  long  mUey,  skating 
the  foot  of  an  elevated  mountain  called  Picquel  Bersr ;  and  we 
hail  a  distatit  vitw  of  a  neat  little  villaj;e»  v%liich  bears  the  ^mt 
name,  nnd  the  last  in  the  colony  in  this  direction.  In  the 
evening  we  reached  the  farm  of  Mr.  Bosman,  win  we  w  i  rs 
kindlv  fumi«hed  w  ith  lodirin';?,  nnd  even.'  thini;  we  re<[uinfil  for 
ourselves  and  our  horse*.  The  next  morning,  the  ircmd  peopJo 
baving  supplied  us  with  a  enp  of  cof-  r  nt  an  early  hour,  and 
]tfesented  ns  with  a  loaf  of  breed,  and  a  Sew  ofanges.  w«  |m>» 
eaeded  on  our  journey  through  beavy  sandy  roads,  which, 
tog^tber  with  the  dry  state  of  tbe  countr}-,  and  the  eeatrity  of 
grasa,  made  traveUing  very  diffenlt.  We  walked  many  aiitea 
tins diry  to  idiere  tbeborws;  and  abont  an  bov after  anaet  ww 
came  to  tbe  tesidenee  of  llr.  P.  Tan  Seyl,  wbere  we  met  wHk 
a  cordial  reception  and  bospilable  cateftafauaenl  Ibr  Ibe  nigbt 

On  THday  moniing  we  aseended  a  steep  roeky  bill  witb  eaa» 
siderable  difficulty ;  and  about  noen  we  ont^nned  in  a  lartQa 
little  valley,  with  a  beentiful  stream  of  water  runuing  tbrangb 
tbe  ocotrc,    llttyd  we  lightt^U  a  lifv,  a*  u6u&i,  and  [irtportd  our 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


CHAP.  VI. — SECOND  JOURNEY  TO  THE  INTEBIOB.  629' 

midday  meal,  and  afterwards  read  a  pottion  of  Scripiure  and 
sang  a  hymn  in  Datcli,  and  offered  np  prayer  and  praise  to  oor 
God,  according  to  usual  custom,  when  time  will  admit.  This  was 
one  of  those  lovely  spots  in  the  wilderness  which  are  occasionally 
met  with,  and  where  we  would  gladly  have  stoyed  a  little  longer, 
for  both  men  and  horses  were  weary ;  but  the  adTaneing  day 
lulnionished  U3  to  inspau  and  aiovc  for  ward.  During  the  afternoon 
we  toiled  on  at  a  slow  pace  through  heavy  saudy  roads ;  and  in  the 
eveuiiig  we  readied  Uitkorats,  the  residence  of  ^Ir.  II.  A  an 
Zeyl,  and  a  place  well  known  as  the  Missionaries'  resting  plni^e. 
We  were  received  and  entertained  with  the  kindness  and  hos- 
pitality for  which  this  family  have  always  been  so  famed  ;  and 
on  leaving  the  next  morning  our  stock  of  provisions  was 
replenished,  with  the  addition  of  a  jar  of  batter  and  a  loaf  of 
bread,  of  which  our  hostess  begged  our  acceptance. 

in  the  oourse  of  the  day  on  Saturday  we  were  overtaken  with 
heavy  rain,  which,  together  with  the  deep  sandy  nature  of  the 
roads  over  whidi  we  had  to  pass,  rendered  travelling  very  un> 
comfortable.  The  wind  and  rain  were  .so  violent  that  it  was 
with  considerable  difficulty  that  we  lighted  a  fire  and  boiled  the 
kettle,  when  we  outspanned  at  noon.  Having  at  length  pre- 
pared a  comfortable  cup  of  coffee.—our  usual  beverage,— we 
proeeeded  0:1  oui- journey  with  iciteu  cd  courage,  notwithstand- 
ing the  storm  which  still  beat  in  our  faces.  In  the  evening, 
wet  and  weary,  we  reached  the  farm-house  called  Heere  Lodg- 
mentf  "  Gentleman's  lod^^ings;  "  but,  alas  for  us  and  our  poor 
horses  !  Mr.  Foster,  the  owner,  was  from  home  with  his  family, 
and  the  house  was  locked  up.  Near  this  place  is  a  remarkable 
cave,  described  by  the  traveller  Vaillant,  in  which  we  gladly 
took  shelter,  remembering  that  our  Lord  and  Master  had  not 
where  to  lay  His  head.  From  the  numerous  inscriptions  cut  in 
the  rocky  walls  of  this  noted  cavern»  I  observed  that  it  must 
have  been  visited  at  an  early  period.  Besides  the  names  of 
aeveral  esteemed  Missionaries  of  comparatively  modem  date^  I 
noted  the  following :  "  Gasper  Hem,  17X3 "  F.  Vaillant, 
1785."  Fh>m  a  fissure  in  the  rock  in  the  centre  of  t1)e  cavern 
a  remarkable  tree  projects  its  stunted  branches,  which  hang 
pendent  over  head,   and  in  which  I  counted  seven  birds* 
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nests,  the  inrnatcs  of  which  kept  up  a  constant  chniter.  We 
had  just  lighted  a  fire,  and  cooked  part  of  a  wild  bock  which  «e 
had  porchased  from  a  native  hunter  reluming  fnm  the  cbaee, 
when  Mr.  Foeter,  htfing  heard  of  onr  arrival,  Mt  «•  the  ktf 
of  his  dwelling  honae,  to  wbteb  we  giadlj  a^joufned  after  dark, 
and  where  we  found  aeoomtnodatton  for  the  night  man  ia 
aeeordaneewtth  the  name  of  the  place,  than  we  ihoald  have  had 
in  the  dark  damp  cavern  in  whioh  we  hed  taken  ihelUr  in  the 

mean  time.  , 

ll  ivKtg  the  use  of  tlu'  farm-lious(^  at  Hi  erel.ojj^moiit  cntir«  Iv  to 
onrfltlves,  Mr.  Morris  aiul  I,  with  our  Ilottnitot  sserv.itit,  ?.^>tLila 
quiet  cmnfortablu  Sabbath  in  religious  coiiviTsaliun,  r'  aJinsr,  and 
prnytT.  Nciiher  were  Wf  entirrly  w  iiliout  a  roii;;r«  ijati  jn  nnii  op- 
portunities of  doin^  ^ooil.  Ohs»Tviiij^  that  a  niunbcc  of  labourers 
and  domestics  had  come  in  from  the  field,  and  from  the  out 
place  where  the  fanner  and  his  family  were  staying,  we  eolkctcd 
them  together,  to  the  number  of  about  a  doaen  coloured  men 
and  iromen,  with  whom  we  eaog,  prayed,  and  read  4he  Serip- 
tnrea  in  their  native  language,  giving  them  abo  eiioh  eihortft- 
tiona  and  inatmctiona  as  their  ciicnmalaneea  aeemcd  to  fofairo. 
I  alao  distributed  a  few  Dalcfa  traeta,  hoping  that  the  aeed 
thna  town  might  spring  up  and  bear  fmit  after  manj  days.  An 
there  was  no  [iro^pect  of  eommunioating  with  the  Ca|>c  n^im 
for  several  weeks  to  come,  wc  embraced  the  opportunity  of  send* 
ing  letters  to  our  frimil-j  from  this  place,  eta  ClauwiiUam,  a 
village  iibmit  t\v<  iity  uiiK  s  di*l;ml. 

On  Moiulay  morning,  the  Hth,  \vt-  procii  urd  ou  <'ur  journey, 
and  soon  entered  up<>n  a  tract  uf  coualry  very  ihmlv  ^uiiabited, 
and  n  hi  n  r\  fnrm-housc  wa^  •r^^rcj'lv  t>  K'  «  «rn.  t  ii^rcasion* 
ally  met  with  a  mat  hut,  however ;  at  one  of  which  we  purchased 
a  loaf  of  brown  bread,  which  we  ngarded  as  a  valuable  aoqniii* 
tMm«  At  night  we  encamped  among  tome  bushes  Car  (rom  anj 
hnmnn  halutation,  and  where  nothing;  wns  to  be  heard  but  tba 
Joud  screaming  of  the  jackal  prowling  about  in  search  of  hie 
sightly  prcgr.  The  air  was  cold;  hot  we  aoon  lighted  a  iia^ 
with  whirh  we  ooohed  onr  evening  meal,  and  aionnd  which  wo 
■nt  for  aevcnl  hours  with  ao«M  degree  of  comfort,  engaged  m 
MVtnatbn,  reading,  and  pm)er»   At  kaglh  wo  wtapped  our 
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Wankets  around  ii8,  and  retired  to  rest  in  the  cart,  ia  prefer- 
ence to  sleeping  on  the  cold  damp  grouod,  which  had  been 
drenched  with  the  recent  storm. 

The  next  moraiog  we  found  the  surrounding  country  enveloped 
in  a  denae  fog,  so  that  we  were  unable  to  find  our  hones  for  a 
length  of  time.  After  traTelling  about  four  hours  through  deep 
heavy  saud,  we  came  to  Ebenezer^  a  station  of  the  Bhenish 
Hiasionnry  Society,  on  the  eouthem  bank  of  the  Elephant's 
Biver.   Our  German  brethren  have  here  a  good  church,  and  a 
commodious  dwelling-house  for  the  Missionary  and  his  Teacher; 
but  the  huts  of  the  natives  are  very  poor,  aud  the  station  has 
had  to  contend  with  many  difficulties,  arising  from  the  unfavour- 
able situation  of  the  place,  aud  tiic  sterility  of  the  soil.  We 
were  kindly  received  by  the  Kcv.  F.  JulTernbruch,  the  resident 
^Ti--,ionar3*,  and  Mr.  Clave,  the  Teaclier;  and  our  uwa  wants 
and  those  of  our  horses  were  supplied  in  a  spirit  of  true  Chris- 
tian hospitality.    Having  refreshed  and  rested  ourselves,  and 
very  much  er^oyed  nn  hour's  conversation  with  these  Christian 
brethren,  we  proceeded  forward  to  the  Elephant's  River,  which 
is  here  about  a  hundred  yards  wide,  and  very  deep ;  but  which 
we  crossed  without  much  difficulty  by  means  of  a  large  boat,  in 
which  we  placed  ouiselvea  and  the  cart,  our  horses  noblj  swim- 
ming in  our  wake.  After  resting  for  a  short  time  on  the  northern 
bank  of  the  river,  we  inspanned  and  proceeded  on  our  journey. 

We  now  entered  upon  a  wild  and  dreary  desert  country, 
known  as  the  Karoo  or  Ardevelt,  where  a  human  being  ia 
seldom  seen,  and  where  travelling  is  rendered  very  difficult  by 
the  scarcity  of  water  and  grass.  Hitherto  we  had  been  able 
to  obtam  forage  for  the  horses  occasionally  at  the  farm-lionses 
which  we  met  with  on  the  road  ;  but  now  we  had  to  trust  to  tho 
scanty  herbage  of  the  desert.  Tor  three  days  in  succession  we 
travelled  over  these  iV'solate  rocky  region^',  linltinp^  occasionally 
during  the  day  to  graze  the  horses,  and  to  prepare  our  food, 
and  at  night  encamping  in  the  bush  in  the  most  sheltered 
situations  we  could  find.  Sometimes  we  had  to  dig  in  the 
bed  of  a  periodical  liver  before  we  could  obtain  a  supply  of 
water ;  and  when  procured  it  was  frequently  so  brackish  and 
nauseous,  that  it  was  difficolt  to  use  it.   Often  did  I  think,  in  ^ 
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tlu:  course  of  Ibis  journey,  "  How  little  the  people  of  England 
know  of  the  labours,  privutious,  aud  builerings  of  thtir  MUi«aa* 
arics  in  foreign  lands !  ** 

At  length,  havin;:  cntcrcil  Little  Nnmnqualand,  wi-  brhcld 
with  (icli^'ht,  althou;:,'h  at  n  ^n'f\i  distance,  the  cUvaifd  moun- 
tain range,  tiic  highest  of  which  is  Khamiesberg ;  and  ab  nit 
sunieton  the  evening  of  Friday,  the  loth,  we  reachetl  Bethel, 
nn  out-post  of  the  Lily  Fountaia  MiMum  •titkm»  where 
the  Mittionary  and  most  of  the  people  reside  during  tlie 
winter  season.  We  were  reoeived  and  entertained  with  true 
Christian  hospitality  by  the  Rev.  John  A.  Bailie  and  hie  amiable 
vife  and  family,  who  did  erery  thing  in  their  power  to  render 
our  Tisit  pleasant  and  agieeable. 

This  OQt-stntion  takes  its  name  from  a  hnge  aione»  nbont  two 
bnodred  and  fifty  feet  long,  forty  feel  broad*  and  aizty  leet  high, 
which  lies  in  the  centre  of  a  narrow  Talley,  and  near  whieh  the 
Missionaries'  residcne*'  nnd  chapel  have  been  erected.  By  the 
Uiouldcriiii;  liand  of  tiitic,  or  by  mmt  convulsif e  shake  of  thr  tarth, 
thi«  «tnpt  iiiiou«  boulder  has  bet-n  broken  into  thr(*e  nearly  »  qu;il 
|)itr"<*,  which  arc  separated  from  each  other  by  narrow  i  hasius; 
but  It  still  a  most  ^trikitij^  nnd  picturesquf  ol^jcrt.  It  was 
ben  ath  a  projecting  portion  of  this  rock  that  the  vcnenbie 
Baniabaa  Shaw,  the  founder  of  the  Hission*  oaed  to  bold  religioQa 
•ervi<»s  in  the  year  1819,  preftofis  to  the  erection  of  the  present 
diapel.  On  one  occauon  an  old  Xamaqua  (  hief,  having  heard 
nn  explanation  of  the  word  '*  Bethel,"  dedared  that  from  hmoe* 
forth  this  remarkable  stone  shonid  bear  that  name^  na  it  had 
often  proved  the  house  of  God  and  the  ffite  of  heafcn  to  thoae 
who  had  worshipped  under  ita  shadow* 

I  spent  most  of  the  day  on  Saturday  in  eonmsatkm  with  Mr. 
Bailie  on  Tario^  matters  idatiog  to  the  spiritual  and  temponl 
interests  of  this  impoftant  station,  and  especially  in  exnmininf 
a  diagram  of  the  institution  lands,  whit'li  I  had  broUj;lil  with 
iiii'  froLLi  the  Sur%'ey or- General's  ofli«  r  in  ("ajK  Town,  to  test  the 
rcspretivf  bo!iii'l;irii^>  on  the  ^jKit,  wilh  a  vit'w  to  a  t'nuil 
Iiit-nt  with  tin'  (nairuuirnl  of  ilu-  liUiu'-lH-ndini:  ijur^tj. cif  the 
right>  of  till"  j>  o])lo.     In  ihr  at'tcrnoon  n  imtulKT  iiativi-s 

arhred  at  the  station  from  a  Untaooc,  some  ui  waggons  and 
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some  on  horseback,  to  pay  their  respects  to  *'  cud  Mynheer,'* 
and  be  ready  for  the  services  of  the  Sabbath. 

At  an  early  hour  on  Sunday  morning  I  was  awoke  by  the 
sin^nj!^  of  tlie  natives,  who  had  already  assembled  in  the 
adjoining  chapel  to  hold  their  prayer-meeting.  I  immediately 
arose  and  joined  them  iu  their  devotions.  The  chapel  was  half- 
full  of  people.  The  prayers  were  offered  partly  in  Batch  and 
partly  in  Namaqua ;  and,  although  I  could  not  understand  much 
that  was  said,  their  suppHcationa  were  apparently  so  siucere  and 
to  fervent  that  I  felt  it  good  to  be  there.  At  ten  o'clock  I 
pieaehed  to  an  attentive  congregation  of  about  two  hundred 
Namaquas,  Mr.  Bailie  kindly  interpreting.  There  was  an  evident 
manifestation  of  Divine  influence,  and  it  was  a  season  long  to 
be  remembered.  At  the  close  of  the  service  I  read  a  beautiful, 
simple,  aiid  affectionate  letter,  of  uhich  I  was  the  bearer,  from 
their  old  friend  and  Minister,  the  venerable  ]>aiualja3i  Shaw. 
This  letter  was  written  in  Dutch,  and  addressed  to  the  congre- 
gation ;  and  it  adverted  to  some  incidents  connected  with  his 
first  coining  amongst  them,  when  ihey  were  sitting  in  heathen 
darkness,  and  to  the  great  chanL,^e  which  the  Gospel  had  j)roduced, 
with  suitable  exhortations  and  admonitions  as  to  their  future 
conduct.  When  I  presented  the  letter,  after  reading  it  to  old 
Gert  Links,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  rest  of  the  people, 
and  cbaiged  him  to  read  it  as:ain  and  again,  tears  stood  in 
many  eyes ;  and,  with  a  heart  evidently  full,  the  old  man  said, 
**  Jdt  ifynkeer,  a^  tergeUn  <mie  aude  Leeraart  niei,  maar  tcy 
Aebbm  ze  nog  Urf.  Tlom  Mynheer  Sknp  ia  eerH  muhr  one  gekomen^ 
lietft  hy  one  eenen  kostelyken  eehai,  meer  koetelyk  dan  goud 
g€bi  u(jt'*  Yes,  Sir,  we  do  not  forget  our  old  teachers,  but  we 
love  them  still.  When  Mr.  Shaw  first  came  among  us,  he  brought 
us  a  treasure  more  precious  than  gold."  In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Bailie 
preached  an  energetic  semion  in  Dutch,  after  which  Mr.  Morris 
gave  an  exhortation.  In  the  evening  1  preached  again  in  English, 
chiefly  for  the  benefit  of  the  Mission  family  ;  but  I  was  glad 
to  sec  most  of  the  natives  on  the  station  present.  This,  also, 
was  a  season  of  blessinpr.  for  which  we  felt  thankful. 

On  Monday  morning,  the  ISth,  we  obtained  a  span  of  fresh 
horses;  and,  having  been  abundantly  supplied  by  Mrs.  Bailie 
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M'ith  the  neoessaiy  additions  to  our  store  of  provisions,  we  took 
a  tempofmry  Iea?«  of  our  kiod  friends  at  Betliel,  and  proceeded 
on  onr  jonrncj  towards  Great  Nanaqnaland.  Wo  bad  a  lillla 
trouble  with  onr  new  borMS  at  first,  as  some  of  them  had  evi* 
dentlj  not  been  aocustomcd  to  draw  in  harness ;  but  alter  a  while 
we  trsTelled  along  very  comfortably.  Mr.  Bailie  acocmpanied 
us  for  a  few  miles,  and  showed  us  the  Soeietjf's  flock  of  sheep 
nnd  goats,  which  were  brow^iiip  ou  the  plain  under  the  car©  of  a 
native  shepherd.  In  ihc  evening  \\c  ovitspniiiu-d  in  a  nice 
*!iilt(  rt'd  J-pof,  called  lln«is  Kt  vicr,  where  wv  found  buth  gHM 
fliid  water,      wi  W  :\>  plenty  of  fuel  for  our  ftr?. 

The  next  two  dn}s  \\>  i  ^peul  in  travelling  through  r  dreary 
de!^olate  country,  calk ( I  iiushmnnhnul,  in  wliii-h — after  IfaMng 
Springbok  Foutcin,  where  we  rested  for  an  hour — we  bcmxiy 
saw  a  baman  being,  save  a  wandering  Bushman  or  two.  who 
timidly  approached  our  encampment  to  beg  Ibr  tobacco. 
Having  passed  a  rocky  bill  called  Gezelscaap,  where  we  obtained 
a  supply  of  water  from  a  hollow  in  the  rock,  and  crossed  «n 
extcusiYC  plain,  where  a  large  flock  of  deer  were  browautg,  we 
began  to  ascend  the  mountain  range  which  maika  the  track  of 
the  Great  Orange  Biver. 

After  a  long  and  wearer  day's  journey,  we  had  encamped  fat 
the  night,  and  were  comfortably  seated  around  our  erening  firc^ 
on  Thursday,  t)ic  2CLh,  when  a  Namaqtia  messenji^r  prcsentevl 
himself,  and  hniidrd  me  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Joseph  liudaa, 
which  1  read      ihe  tUckeriug  ii^^ki  uf  the  fire  as  fuiiuws -> 

"Nisin  rx  Bath,  Jw>  \  ^if>,  1B53. 
•*]h:vR  I'uioTiiKK, — ^Vour  Irtter  of  the  lA  of  Juue  was 
safely  (ii  livvitd  ai  litis  plnet-  a  furtni^Ht  otrn  :  rnd  wc  were  all 
glad  to  lunr  thnl  you  wcr*-  Hiakitii:  arr.iii^Tiiu  nts  to  vi»it  lh«e 
distant  stations.  We  rememUr  vuu  ui  our  prayers  to  our  hca* 
vetkly  Fuiher  from  day  to  day,  that  He  maj  bnng  you  to  t.«  m 
hi  alth  and  safety.  T  ascertained  a  few  day^  /'-^  tliat  the  Great 
Orange  Hiver  was  fordable  ^  nerertbcless,  1  s<>nd  a  man  to-daj 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  stream.  Should  it  rise,  he  is 
instructed  to  letfc  thb  note  in  chaige  of  some  ooe  to  be 
delifcnd  to  you,  and  retoni  with  speed  to  let  us  know,  that  the 
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boat  may  be  aent  by  waggon  to  be  at  tbe  riTer  on  Mday 
morning ;  but,  if  the  ri?er  lemaina  fordab1e»  be  ia  to  await  your 
arrival,  and  assist  yon  in  erosstng.  With  oonsidentble  emotion 

we  await  your  approach  to  this  station,  and  we  shall  hail  your 
arrival  with  grateful  hearts.  Sincerely  praying  that  every 
blessing  may  attend  you,  and  with  kind  regards  for  Mr.  Morris, 

•*  I  remain,  yours  aflectionately, 
Hev,  JF.  Moider.  **  Joseph  Timdall."* 

The  messenger  had  walked  about  eighty  miles;  anl,  he  having- 
thus  faithfully  executed  his  commission,  we  felt  in  some  measure 
relieved  from  our  anxiety  as  to  the  state  of  the  Great  Biver. 
We  arose  early  next  morning,  and  travelled  for  several  hom 
among  the  most  wild  and  mgged  mountain  scenery  that  I  ever 
beheld;  suggesting  to  the  mind  the  idea  of  these  desolate 
ttegions  being  the  very  ontakirta  of  creation.  After  gradnatty 
•descending  into  the  valley  for  several  hours  more,  about  noon 
we  came  in  sight  of  the  long-expected  Great  Orange  Biver» 
which  we  found  quite  low  and  fordable,  agreeable  to  the  report 
of  Mr.  Tindall's  messenger.  After  outapanning  for  refreshmenl 
and  rest  ^  an  hour  or  two,  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  river* 
and  eolleeting  a  few  pebbles  as  curiosities,  we  crossed  over 
without  any  difficulty,  and  pursued  our  journey  up  the  gentle 
ascent  ou  tbe  other  side. 

On  a  careful  measurement  I  found  the  bed  of  the  Oiiiu^'e 
Oliver  at  this  "drift,"  or  ford,  to  be  five  hundred  yards  wuie, 
and  the  banks  are  lined  with  beauUiui  green  trees,  eliirtly  (  bony 
and  willow,  the  hardest  uud  t  he  softest  of  woods  growing  in 
close  proximity  to  each  other.  This  perpetual  verdure  gives  a 
freshness  to  the  scene  truly  delightful  after  passing  through  the 
barren  wilderness  previously  traversed.  The  mighty  stream  must 
be  n  noble  object,  when  it£Us  its  spacious  bed  from  side  to  side, 
as  is  the  case  for  several  months  in  the  year;  and  the  process  of 
crossing  must  be  attended  with  considenble  danger  and  diffi- 
culty when  rafta  have  to  be  constmeted,  and  native  swimmera 
employed  to  float  the  traveller  and  his  baggage  ovar.  This  waa 
the  only  method  by  which  the  Missionary,  with  hb  wife  and 
family  and  waggon  and  stores,  could  formerly  croaa  this  greal 
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lifer  ID  ftmner  ytm,  till  a  snaU  boat  was  pffocurcd  Ikroiq^ 
tlie  aertiona  of  tba  Bar.  B.  Bidadala  and  tlia  libanlily  of  <mr 
Gapa-Town  frianda.  It  haa  baan  of  aaaeotial  aarriaa  to  tbe 
Misaion;  but*  ha?ii«  to  ba kept  at  tha  Kiabett  Bath  Statioo,  ii 

has  to  be  oonreyed  on  a  wag^n  a  diatanaa  of  mntcitf  mkm, 
before  it  can  be  used.  Such  arc  frequently  the  difficulties  and 
inconvcnicnet's  of  travcllin'^;  in  Soutli  Afrira.  In  our  case,  ou 
this  occasioti»  we  were  providfntialljf  saved  frum  the  danger  and 
delay  so  frequently  experienced. 

llavinjif  now  jiasscd  beyond  the  boundarv'  of  tljc  Cape  Colony, 
aud  entered  Great  NanKKjualand,  wc  pursued  our  cour-e  for 
aereral  honrs  up  a  gradual  ascent  of  deep  sandy  rood,  till  we 
again  reached  a  ooaaidarabla  aliitnda.  From  the  scarcttj*  of 
water  in  these  porta  we  ware  obliged  to  keep  traveUiaf  tm 
thioogb  moat  of  the  nigrht,  with  ooeaaional  short  outapannin^s 
to  allow  oar  poor  Jaded  bonaa  to  crop  a  little  of  the  scanty  her- 
bage wbieb  tbaaa  toaiy  lagiona  afford.  Soon  after  middgbl 
we  eame  to  a  plaee  ealled  Sand  Pontein»  to  wbidi  we  bad  long 
looked  fonrard  with  tba  pleaaing  hope  of  obtaining  an  ample 
anpfdj  of  tbe  piedooa  liquid,  whiob  ia  mora  valoable  tban  gold 
itttbe  Aflrieandeaeft  Bnt  on  leading  oar  fire  boraea  down  to  tbe 
fountain,  I  was  bitterly  disappointed  to  find  that  it  only  con* 
tainod  about  a  bucket  of  dirty  water.  Wc  Ui*eci  the  preeniit:o:i 
of  firi»t  lilling  our  teakettle,  after  which  the  iLirsty  ;iuniinh 
plunged  their  mouths  in  all  at  uucc,  aud  soon  drained  tbe  f<ouu* 
tain  dry.  VVe  took  a  spade  and  rlearrtl  out  the  \\c\\  in  the 
hoj>r  that  a  little  njore  water  nii^lit  tiller  lutg  it,  wliilc  we  were 
lighting  a  hre  and  prrjiahng  a  cup  of  e  iff  r,  which  was  actuall|f 
tba  case ;  but  the  quantity  was  so  small  that»  after  aibwing  the 
boraea  to  drink  as  much  as  thejf  ooold  get,  we  inipannad  agaia 
and  tmvelled  forward  at  best  we  could. 

Wban  tba  dajr  dawned*  on  8atorday»  tbe  itrd*  we  Ibuid  o«r^ 
•dvae  in  a  moie  fafonrable  poaition^  and  we  far 
breikfait  On  leanminf  onr  jonnej  I  vode  Ibrwaid  on  bone* 
beak  madfanea  of  tba  eart  far  lemal  boon ;  and  on  leaebii^ 

• nlaea  eaOad  Lnnaa  Footain.  on  tbe  manin  of  an  esteMtM 
plain  wbaie  tbe  aoaneiy  aaromca  qnile  a  different  aspect,  I  uih 
ipaeledly  met  tbe  Bar.  Ilaniy  Tindall  coming  to  meet  us,  witb 
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a  native  8emuit»  and  a  bag  of  giaaa  for  our  horses.  Mr*  Tindall 
kindly  retimed  witb  me  to  tbe  station,  whilst  the  men  went  for- 
ward with  the  giasa  to  meet  Mr.  Monis,  who  was  following  with 
the  cart  and  hones.  After  travelling  about  ten  miliss  further,  we 
reached  Nisbett  Bath,  where  we  were  joined  in  the  OTCning  by 
Mr.  Moms,  and  where  we  piei  with  a  most  affectionate  and  hearty 
reception  from  the  Bev.  Joseph  Tindall  and  his  ezoellent  wife, 
who  did  everything  in  their  power  to  make  ns  comfortable 
durisg  our  sojourn  with  tlicia. 

The  Missioiiarits  whu  have  at  diilcrent  periods  occupied  this 
station  have  laboured  under  many  difficulties,  arising  from  tlic 
sterility  of  the  soil,  the  scattering  of  the  people  in  seasons  of 
drought,  the  peculiarities  of  the  Namaqua  language,  and  other 
hinderances  to  the  progress  of  the  work ;  but  it  is  a  pleasing  fact 
that  they  have  not  laboured  in  vain,  or  spent  their  strength  for 
nooght.   The  word  preached  has  often  oome  with  power  to  the 
hearts  of  the  people ;  and  gracious  outpfodngs  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  genuine  revivals  of  religion  have  sometimes  been  ex- 
perienoed  which  would  compare  favourably  with  those  of  any 
other  oountiy.   It  is  true  that  from  the  causes  already  stated 
the  work  is  liable  to  fluctuate;  but  a  mere  casual  observer 
traTcning  the  country  cannot  fall  to  mark  the  great  change 
which  has  passed  upon  the  people  since  they  received  the- 
Cbspel. 

Ou  the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  the  Nisbett  Bath  station,  I 
found  upwards  of  two  Luudicd  lueuibcra  united  iu  church  fellow- 
ship, and  about  the  same  number  of  children  attending  the 
Mission  scliool  during  the  most  javourable  seasons  of  the  year. 
Having  anticipated  my  visit,  the  natives  had  come  in  consider- 
able numbers  from  the  out-places  where  tiiey  had  been  staying 
with  their  cattle  on  account  of  the  drought.  I  counted  as  many 
as  thirteen  waggons,  all  belonging  to  the  natives.  Some  of 
these  had  eome  fifty,  and  others  a  hundred  miles,  to  participate 
in  the  services  of  the  Sabbath,  and  to  pay  their  respects  to 

ond  Mynheer/*  as  they  ave  pleased  to  call  the  Geneni  Super- 
intendent. The  interest  which  the  people  manifest  in  their 
Ministers  is  truly  pleaaingt  and  forcibly  reminded  me  of  the  affec* 
lion  of  the  conYerted  Negroes  of  Western  Africa  and  the  West 
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Indies  for  those  who  }inve  brought  to  tfaem  t^  glad  tidings  of  sal- 
▼ation*  I  had  acanely  alighted  from  my  horse  on  Saturday  tSteg^ 
noon,  whan  I  was  aonoimded  by  the  people  of  the  atatioB,  who 
were  all  anxious  to  shake  hands  and  to  weteome  my  anifaL 

The  services  of  the  Sabbath  were  also  of  a  most  interestiag 
diaracter*  At  the  dawn  of  day  the  natt?e  pra^  er-meatinf  wan 
held,  and  was  well  attended.  In  the  foienoott  I  preached  to  m 
large  and  attentive  congregation,  Mr.  Henry  Tindall,  a  young 
Missionary  just  enterin<;  our  ranks,  interpreting  into  Namsqw. 
la  the  aftt-rnooii  Mr.  Joseph  Tindall,  his  honourtHl  falhrr,  con- 
ducted tlu"  service  and  preached  lu  Dutch,  the  lessons  and  >crTnon 
bciug  rendered  into  Naniaqua  bynntivr  intcrprctt^r!*,  u  uii  uho5e 
performance  I  was  much  j)!pn«ed  ;  and  in  tlie  cvrnin;^  I  pnachi^i 
in  English,  cliiefly  lor  the  hrm  fit  of  tbc  Mission  family,  nio>t  of 
the  natives  attending  as  before.  I  was  much  delighted  by  tbe 
evident  devotion  and  the  sweet  harmonioos  singing  of  this  dear 
people ;  and  when  I  considered  their  poverty,  and  saw  woA  m 
laige  proportion  of  them  very  imperfectly  clothed  with  sherp- 
skins,  I  thought  of  the  comfort  and  attnence  of  thonsands  of 
British  Christians  who^  I  feli  enre.  wonld  be  glad  to  asaisi  tkaao 
poor  Namaqaas»  if  thqr  eoold  bat  witness  their  dastttntioB. 

Having  made  anrangamenta  to  vint  Hools*a  Foantain,  whach 
had  been  recently  formed  into  a  regular  Circuit  abool  sevea^ 
five  miles  from  Nisbett  Bath,  I  set  oot  about  noon  on  Miood^Tt 
the  25th,  with  a  wai^f^n  and  oxen  belotiuing  to  the  alatiBn, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  11.  Tindall,  Mr.  Morn*,  and  three  Nama- 
quas.  The  road  Jed  over  an  extensive  pka*  uU  wc  camo  to 
Anix.  Kiver,  a  periodical  stream,  uuvv  nearly  dt<''ilutc  of  w.iltT. 
ilci't;  wc  cacauijk'tl  for  the  night,  and  procn-dtd  forv\ard  at  .m 
early  hour  ncit  morning.  Ilavii^'  hrurd  iliai  a  conMdcrabk 
Duuiber  oi  the  people  had  remo%*eci  from  ihe  station  in  conse- 
qneoceof  the  drought,  we  directed  our  course  to  the  plaoe  of 
their  eaeampmeut.  We  found  the  distance  greater  than  we 
expected,  and  did  not  reach  the  tcer^  or  temporaiy  vaUagc,  tin 
a  iaie  hour  on  Tuesday  evening.  Indeed  wc  had  soma  difiea^y 
in  finding  the  place  from  the  darkness  by  whiab  wa  wws  air- 
founded,  till  at  length  we  discovered  tks  locality  by  Ike  baikiig 
«f  dogs,  the  lowing  of  oxen,  and  the  gltauMring  lighl  of  lha 
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night  firea.  When  the  peq>le  were  apprised  of  our  arrifal,  the^ 
•came  out  of  their  huts,  and  manifested  their  joy  in  every  possiUe 
way.  Having  conducted  us  with  lighted  torches  to  a  place 
where  the  waggons  might  conveniently  stand,  near  their  tem* 
porary  place  of  worship,  they  threw  their  torches  on  a  heap,  and 
lightct!  a  cheerful  fire.  We  were  soon  presented  with  an  abundant 
supply  of  new  milk  ;  imd  having  partaken  of  our  evening  meal, 
the  people  assembled  around  the  fire,  and  we  held  a  delightful 
rcli<;ious  servieo.  The  hymns  and  the  prayers  were  in  Dutch ; 
but,  from  the  mixed  clinrncter  of  the  congregation,  it  wns  thoni^dit 
desirable  to  put  the  discourse  befoi*c  them  in  English,  }>utch, 
and  Namaqua,  especially  as  it  contained  matters  of  great  im- 
portance both  to  their  temporal  and  eternal  interests.  The 
attendance  was  good,  especially  of  women  and  children;  and  it 
would  have  been  still  larger,  but,  in  order  to  obtain  a  supply  of 
food,  one  hundred  men  and  ten  waggons  belonging  to  this  party 
had  gone  on  a  great  hunting  expedition  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, and  were  expected  to  be  absent  several  weeks. 

After  a  comfortable  night'a  rest  in  the  waggon,  we  started 
early  on  Wednesday  morning  on  a  hasty  visit  to  the  respective 
stations  in  this  neighbourhood,  travelling  on  horseback.  A 
rapid  ride  of  two  and  a  half  hours  brought  us  to  Jerusalem,  a 
lovdy  little  village,  with  two  good  fuuntains ;  wlacli  nut  only 
afford  an  ample  supply  of  drinking  water  for  man  and  beast, 
but  which  are  also  used  for  the  irrigation  of  several  small 
gardens,  surrounded  hy  '^;iniel-thom  trees,  giving  quite  a 
charming  appearance  to  the  place.  Many  years  ago  this  was  a 
station  ot  the  London  Missionary  Society  for  a  short  time,  but 
was  relinquished  on  account  of  various  adverse  droumstances. 
It  is  now  an  important  outpost  connected  with  the  Hoole's 
fountain  station.  I  examined  the  remains  of  a  dwelling- 
house  built  by  the  Bev.  Messrs.  Albrecht  and  Molfiitt^  and 
advised  the  people  to  repair  the  walls,  construct  a  roof,  and  fit 
it  up  as  a  native  chapel,  that  a  spot  eodeaied  by  so  many  pleas- 
ing associations  might  still  be  held  sacred  for  Christ  and  His 
Gospel.  We  held  an  interesting  little  service  with  the  people 
in  the  open  air;  and  having  partaken  of  a  cup  of  tea,  which  the 
people  kindly  prepared  for  us  in  an  old  iron  pot,— for  they  had 
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no  kettle^-^we  rode  fbrwaid  to  Hoob's  Foiiiitaui«  wliic^  «e 
leaehed  about  noon. 

Ifndi  as  I  had  been  pleaaad  with  JeruMJem,  I  waa  atitt  man 
delighted  with  this  place.  The  fountain  Is  ationger»  the  garden 
gionnd  more  extensiTe^  and  the  snmmnding  aoenery  grand 
bejond  description.  The  viUage  is  situated  near  the  bed  of  n 
periodiesHiTer,  in  whidi  grow  a  number  of  eamd^tbom,  ebeoy, 
snd  other  trees ;  and,  at  a  short  distance  bevond,  a  range  of 
table  uiuuutains  rise  to  a  considcrabli'  tlcvatiou,  the  horizontal 
summits  of  which  are  fringed  witii  the  graceful  Kokcr-bovin. 
The  mud-built  chnpcl  was  in  a  very  dila|jjiiatrd  state  ,  but  was 
to  be  thatrlicd  :nu'vv  and  otherwise  repaiicJ,  when  the  men 
returned  from  their  huiitiui;  expedition.  Amingemrtits  wi-ro  :il.-o 
in  proj^ress  for  the  erection  of  a  dwelling-house  for  the  Mission- 
ary,  that  he  might  live  ninoog  the  people,  instead  having  to 
visit  them  from  Nisbett  Bath.  Having  fixed  upon  the  site  of  the 
proposed  new  buildings^  and  ananged  other  important  mattcfa» 
about  sunset  we  returned  to  our  waggon,  at  the  place  where 
most  of  the  Uoole's  Fountain  people  were  staying  witk  their 
eatUe;  having  ridden  abont  forty  miles  during  tiie  day» 

On  our  arrival  at  the  eneatupment,  we  found  the  people  bad 
been  prep^g  for  the  etening  serviee.  The  aehool  childiem 
had  eoUeeted  a  large  pile  of  faggots  for  the  evening  flre^  and 
their  parents  had  brought  Co  the  wa|;gon  more  milk  than  wn 
could  use.  lU  l!u;  time  vvi'  liad  taki  ii  - mie  refreshment,  the 
fire  was  li^dited,  the  people  lad  a?-i  iiiliKd  around  it,  and  we 
proecfded  at  once  in  engage  in  the  -druin  wor&hip  of  AimisHtT 
Ciod.  This  was,  without  exi-t  ptimi.  <iii(  f»f  the  mo^t  inttn^tu;^ 
relipiou5  services  whieh  I  r\er  atletided  lu  .'luv  eoimtn*.  The 
moiie  of  pR)eeediu::  was  the  same  as  the  night  before,  Widi  th« 
addition  of  a  fellowstup>nieeting»  at  whieh  several  of  the  native* 
gate  a  very  pleasing  aeeount  of  their  leligiotts  experience. 
Never  shall  I  feiget  the  emotions  of  my  own  heart,  whilst  gniing 
vpOA  this  motley  gfoup  of  natives,  listening  to  the  word  of  Uk^ 
as  the  flickering  glare  of  the  fire  revealed  their  sable  Ihcca  to 
view  in  the  more  distant  parts  of  the  crowd.*  When  I  advcrtnd 
to  their  former  slate  of  heathen  darkness,  when  the  Afrikanner^ 
under  the  nolorioua  wanior  Chief  Titos,  before  hia  coavcnm 
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to  God,  and  the  Bundle-Z.varts,  utid«u"  the  Chief  Abram,  raet 
ill  deadly  conflict  near  the  piace  where  wu  were  now  asscmbit  d ; 
nnd  when  I  pointed  to  tlic  contrast  now,  when  Afrikaaners  and 
Buudle-Zwarts,  with  their  wives  and  children,  could  meet  together 
in  peace  and  harmony,  and  mingle  their  voicea  in  the  worship 
of  God  without  fear ;  a  thrill  of  deepeai  feeling  aeemed  to  nbrate 
in  every  heart,  and  tears  started  in  many  eyes.  It  was  a  scene  on 
which  an  angel  might  have  gazed  with  aaoed  joy.  Yea,  I  believe 
the  Lord  of  angda  looked  upon  ua  with  Divine  complaoenoy. 

The  next  morning  the  people  were  at  onr  encampment  before 
•daylight,  aa  we  had  promised  to  hold  one  mora  aervioe  with 
them  before  our  departure.  We  assembled  in  the  native  chape], 
as  they  are  pleased  to  call  it,  which  is  nothing  more  than  a 
smooth  spot  of  ground  enclosed  with  a  high  fence  of  bushes, 
to  preserve  it  from  being  polluted  by  the  cattle,  whliout  any 
covering  overhead,  but  furnished  with  a  pulpit  oi  oiaud  at  one 
side  under  a  shady  tree.    I  counted  about  one  hundred,  men, 
women,  and  children,  assembled  at  this  early  hour,  to  whom 
Mr.  H.  Tindall  preached  in  Kainaqua,  and  to  \'.  li  in  I  gave 
a  parting  exhortation.     I  was  happy  to  learn  that  about 
sixty  of  the  people  on  this  station  were  united  in  church  fel- 
lowship, giving  satisfactory  proof  of  a  sincere  desire  to  flee  from 
4he  wrath  to  come.    At  the  close  of  this  early  morning  meet* 
ing  we  took  an  affectionate  leave  of  this  dear  people^  who  all 
•crowded  around  ns  to  shake  hands ;  and,  aa  the  waggon  moved 
off,  many  seemed  'affected  at  the  thought  that  they  might  see 
our  faces  no  more  in  the  flesh.   Having  travelled  idl  that  day 
.and  all  the  next  night,  we  mounted  our  hones,  and  rode  for- 
ward  to  the  Bath,  which  we  reached  about  noon  on  Fridayi  the 
waggon  following  on  afterwards. 

Saturday,  the  30th,  was  spent  in  general  business  engage- 
ments, and  consultation  with  the  Misiiunariea,  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  carrying  on  the  work  of  God  on  these  remote  and 
peculiar  stations.  On  inspecting  the  Mission  premises,  I  was 
pleased  to  observe  the  improvements  recently  made  by  Mr.  J. 
Tindall,  both  in  the  house  and  chapel,  reflecting  as  they  do 
great  credit  on  the  exertions  of  the  ^lissionary  and  the  eft'orts  of 
4he  people^  little  expense  having  devolved  upon  the  Sooie^s 
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funds  thereby.  In  the  afleraoon  I  visited  tbc  burial-growMl^ 
for  the  porpoee  of  vieiring  the  grefee  of  the  Her.  S.  Gook  and 
leveral  ohiUreii  of  Miiaioiuiries.  I  aleo  itupeeled  the  wam 
b«th,  or  hot  tpiing,  fop  whidi  this  place  U  so  fiunone.  I  fooad 
the  water  almoit  ae  hoi  as  the  hand  can  bear,  at  the  pbee 
where  it  babhlee  among  the  toeks  at  the  priooipal  fwintaia. 
I  returned  hj  the  gardens  of  the  Uissioiiaiy,  and  a  few  of  tho 
people,  who  at  iho  fnvourable  season  of  the  year  cultivate  small 
patches  of  ^rounil,  which  present  a  plcasiiiir  object  to  the  view, 
siii  ii'iiudcd  ai»  it  is  by  the  bare  rocks  and  sainiv  plain.  Iri  the 
evcimi|?  I  held  a  nuxtiiig  willi  tlic  hrnd  men  of  the  tribr,  to  tidk 
over  various  Tiiatttn^  relatin;;  to  tlmir  tenipornl  cirouiii-t.incr?, 
and  with  a  view  to  incite  them  to  build  substantial  cottages  in 
the  piaoe  of  their  roisr  ruble  mat  huts.  1  promiaed  to  mch 
person  who  should  so  build  within  two  years  a  present  ot  a 
small  chest  of  tea,  tmsting  to  my  firieods  in  Engbnd  to  a»ist 
me  in  this  effort  to  promote  the  temporal  improvement  and 
real  eiTilitatioii  of  this  interesting  bni  long  degraded  tiihe  of 
natives. 

If  J  second  Sabbath  at  Nisbett  Bath  was  spent  in  the  sam» 
manner  as  the  Ibit,  the  people  from  a  dislanoe  having  dslei^ 
mined  to  remain  on  the  station  till  onr  departare,  althoogh  thef 

keenly  felt  the  want  of  food.  In  the  rooming  I  preached  hf 
ictcrpn  tcr,  after  which  the  sacrament  of  the  L#ord'*  Supper 
was  odrnini-tered.  In  the  aricmoon  Mr.  Morris  n«leln>>t  <i  :hc 
people  in  Dulcli,  one  of  the  n«itiv€:»  intt  rprcling  into  Nama^uai 
and  iit  the  rxt  niii:,'  I  preached  ncrnin  in  Kn^H«H. 

On  Monday  mornir;!'.  the  v(  Aii<;uaft,  we  hud  si(i::in<:  .-rt?! 
prayer  in  the  open  air,  iu  front  of  tlic  Mission>House,  whrre  Uie 
people  were  assembled  together  to  witaess  our  departure  ;  aod 
about  noon  Mr.  Morris  and  I  took  an  affectionate  icavo  of  the 
Mission  family,  and  of  ihe  dear  people  amOQg  whom  thsj 
bbonred.  Mrs.  TtndaU  kindly  replenished  onr  store<hm^ 
and,  having  been  fbfnishcd  with  four  oirn  to  relieve  onr 
borsea  in  pasaai^c  over  the  sandj  roada  of  the  tot  alageb^  onen 
more  turned  ovr  ihees  boaMwards,  being  aceompnnied  a  Ifow 
miles  by  the  Missionaries  and  a  nnmber  of  the  people,  I M 
the  atathma  in  Qieal  NamaqnalsBd  with  oqr  SBisd  dceplj 
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impnased  with  ilieir  importance  to  this  port  of  Southern  Afiiea, 
and  with  the  adaptation  of  the  Ifiasionaries  to  their  peculiar 
sphere  of  labour ;  Mr.  H.  Tindall  having  acquired  a  knowledge 

of  the  difficult  Namaqua  lann^uns:©  to  an  extent  never  before 
realized,  I  believe,  by  an  Euiopean  ^  aiui  Mr.  J.  lindall,  his 
honoured  father,  having  bad  extensive  experience  in  Mission 
work  anions'  tlie  nntives. 

On  reachuig  Luries  Fontrin  we  returned  the  oxen  to  the- 
station  and  inspanned  our  horses  ;  aiui,  havint^  been  supplied 
with  a  email  sheep  from  the  Mission  floek  whieh  was  grazing 
here,  according  to  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Tiodall  to  tho 
shepherd,  wc  pushed  forward  through  the  whole  night  in  con> 
iequ^Mse  of  the  scarcity  of  water.   We  halted  for  a  short  timo 
on  Tuesday  afternoon  to  slaughter  our  sheep»  and  to  cook  some 
food  for  immediate  use,  which  we  much  required.   IVhibt  we 
were  thus  engaged^  there  came  crawling  out  from  the  rocks  a 
poor  Bush-woman,  the  most  miserable  specimen  of  humanity 
that  I  ever  behdd.   She  was  of  dwarfish  stature,  with  arms  and 
legs  attenuated,  and  sbriTelled  in  the  extreme.  She  approached 
our  cflmp  fire  in  a  fearful  timid  manner,  and,  on  seeing  a  few- 
pieces  of  olial  i)ing  about  where  the  sheep  had  been  killed,  she 
picked  them  up  and  threw  them  on  the  embers  of  the  lire ;  but 
before  they  could  have  been  well  warmed  she  picked  them  up 
again,  and  ate  them  as  swet  t  morsels.    On  seeing  the  state  of 
starvation  to  whieh  this  poor  crenture  was  reduced,  we  gave 
her  some  bread  and  meat,  which  she  devoured  with  a  most 
voracious  appetite.    She  then,  by  signs,  begged  for  the  skin  of 
the  slaughtered  animal,  which  was  hanging  on  a  bnsh ;  and  on 
its  being  given  to  her,  she  wrapped  it  round  her  almost  naked 
person,  and  walked  off  as  well  satisfied  and  as  proud  as  if  she 
had  been  robed  in  the  most  splendid  mantle.-  How  true  is  the 
proverb  which  says,  *'  One  half  the  world  scarcely  knows  how 
the  other  half  lives!"  and  how  thankful  ought  we  to  be  even 
for  the  temporal  blessings  which  the  Gospel  confers  I 

We  proceeded  on  our  journey  with  as  little  delay  as  possibly 
and  in  the  evening  reached  the  Orange  River,  which  we  crossed 
without  difliculty,  only  breaking  two  spokes  iu  one  of  our  cart 
wheels  in  attempting  to  lock  them,  while  going  down  the  steep 
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baok  into  Uie  ttrBtiD.  Aftariepdiiiig  tlift  damage  we  epeaMpej 

for  tbe  night  on  the  aonthem  aide  of  the  rifcr. 

After  two  dajs  of  hard  tiavelliDg  through  the  Bm^man  Ma^ 
bj  way  of  Quick  Fontein  and  Bead  Fonteint  doling  meal  of 
which  I  rode  the  spare  horM  to  lighten  the  oart»  we  eame  to 
Norap,  an  ont-atation  bdon<^ing  to  the  Khamieaberg  Cireoit, 
on  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  5th.  Here  we  bad  appointed  to 
meet  Mr.  Bailie,  and  a  few  of  the  head  men.  A  mimbor  of  the 
school  chiUlrL'ii  were  assembled  on  the  top  of  ft  hill ;  and,  as 
soon  as  we  came  in  sight,  they  TOnimnnicated  the  intrlliojence 
to  thf  rrsi,  nud  Mr.  Bailie,  and  a  number  of  the  people,  aoon 
came  out  to  meet  us. 

We  found  a  large  concourse  of  natives  assembled  togrtber» 
many  of  whom  had  oome  from  a  considerable  diatanoe,  and 
were  nnxiously  awaiting  our  arriraL  The  waggons  and  tenia 
were  tastefully  arranged  around  the  old  temporary  chapel;  and* 
although  I  wa«  somewhat  fiitigiied»  hafing  ridden  en  hewebnek 
about  fifty  miles  a  day  for  the  last  three  days»  thsre  waa  a  ooa* 
gregation»  and  I  must  preadk  So  I  commeneed  iaMsedialely. 
and  we  had  a  blftmed  tmtftni  I  aftersfarda  eiamined  the  aehool 
children,  and  was  wdl  pleased  with  their  progresa  in  leaivug. 
We  asaembked  again  in  the  erening,  when  Mr.  Bmlie  nad  Mr 
Morris  also  took  part  in  the  service.  The  native  Teacher,  F. 
Kardcunal,  and  good  old  Kvii,  his  mother-in-law,  did  evfFT- 
thing  in  their  power  to  make  u*  eomfort;ible  ilurini;  onr  '^tay. 
AVe  slept  in  a  native  mat  hut  in  jjuTcR-nce  to  our  rart,  for  we 
lou'^i  d  for  un  oj)|»orti!nity  to  >trclch  our  weary  limbs  on  the 
[;rouii(].  l^uriii^  the  uigbt  the  {mttering  rain  f<'ll  hcavilv  cin 
the  <>phericiii  roof  of  our  frail  shelter ;  but  very  httlc  found  its 
way  through,  although  constructed  only  of  rashes  j  and  we 
a^joycd  a  good  night'a  rest. 

On  Saturday  moriung  we  fixed  the  sight  of  the  proposed  new 
diapel  and  other  boiidings  to  be  erected,  and,  aftereiagiag  and 
prayer,  attended  to  some  ether  Butters  of  boaineas  peilainl^  to 
the  temporal  wettue  of  the  natiiea  located  in  the  Maghbomthend 
of  this  interesting  ool-etatioo,  and  aftenrarda  sang  s  hymn,  amd 
eoasmended  each  other  to  God  in  prayer.  We  thsn  look  Isnvo 
of  the  people,  and  set  out  for  Khamiesbcig,  pasting  over  a 
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new  ro a  l  t  ut  through  the  monnfaiiu,  whick  displayed  a  pieee 
«f  engineering  that  reflected  great  credit  upon  the  people,  and 
upon  the  MiasuHiaiy  nnder  whose  direction  il  had  been  reoentty 
■aoeompliabed.  It  is  appropriately  called  Bailie's  Pais,  in  honour 
of  the  enterprising  Missionary  who  is  so  earnestly  engaged  in 
seeking  to  promote  the  temporal  and  spiritual  interest  of  this 
people.  In  the  evening  we  arrived  at  the  Lily  Fountain  statioop 
on  the  top  of  Kbamiesberg,  in  the  midst  of  a  snow-storm,  which 
made  the  latter  part  of  our  journey  both  difficult  and  unpleasnnt. 
In  ascciidiiJ^^  tla;  liiouiitaiii  our  liorses  were  much  fatigued,  and 
out'  of  them  fell  dowu  and  perished  in  the  snow.  We  pressed 
on,  and  waded  through  it  as  best  we  could,  and  through  tie  ^ 
kind  providence  of  God  we  r(?aclied  the  station  in  safety. 

We  held  the  usu.il  religious  services  on  the  Sabbath;  but, 
most  of  the  people  having  removed  to  the  Uudcrveld  for  the 
ivinter  months,  the  attendance  was  smalL  After  inspecting  the 
beautiful  new  chnpel  now  in  course  of  erection ;  and  attending  to 
other  matters  of  Imsiness,  on  Monday  morning  we  descended  the 
mountain  to  Bethel's  Klip,  where  we  found  a  different  climate  to 
that  which  we  had  left  behind.  We  spent  a  pleasant  evening 
in  company  with  Mr.  Dixon  and  other  friends  who  had  come 
from  a  dbtanoe  to  meet  us. 

Having  accomplished  the  object  of  my  visit  to  these  distant 
and  interesting  stations,  on  Wednesday,  the  lOth,  we  took  an 
affectionate  leave  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailie  and  family,  and  the  few 
people  who  were  present,  and  set  out  for  the  Cape.  We  were 
now  blessed  wiili  favourable  weather;  and  having  travelled  day 
after  day  for  nearly  two  weeks  in  the  manner  already  described, 
I  reached  home  in  peace  and  safety  on  Saturday  eveinii^,  the 
20th  of  August,  truly  thnnVful  to  God  for  His  preserving  good- 
ness extended  not  only  to  me  in  my  travels,  but  also  to  my  dear 
wife  during  my  absence.  In  this  journey  I  travelled  about 
fourteen  hundred  miles,  and  visited  all  our  stations  in  Little  and 
Great  Namaqualand,  in  seven  weeks, — a  rate  of  travelling  seldom 
anrpassed  in  this  country.  I  cannot  close  this  chapter  without 
lecording  my  obligation  and  gratitude  to  my  friend,  Mr.  James 
Morris,  who  at  considerable  inconvenience  to  himself  aocom* 
panied  me  on  this  occasion,  and  who  was  unwearied  in  his  efforta 
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to  promote  mj  penoiud  oomfoit,  wnA  to  facflittto  oljtel 
which  I  had  in  new,  Tho  happgr  which  we  apcnt  togsUMT 
in  Ghristiaii  feUowihip,  piajer,  and  pndtc,  whilst  tinvcUing  kho 
wOda  of  Africa,  far  from  the  abodea  of  chilisatioii,  left  an  im- 
preasion  upon  my  own  mind  nerer  to  be  effaced*  and  on  whieh  I 
have  often  reflected  ainoe  with  pleanue* 


CHAPTEK  VII. 

TUIED  JOCRNEV  TO  Xli£  LNIEUIOB. 

VoTAOB  a|i  (be  8e«lh-WBtt  Coeik— Hoadaklip  Bay  J«aiay  ea  IfpWihiA 
^lagliah  TVia«^B«ttel— lib  la  the  Wiltoawt  tOy  lyaaMa 
TUt  to  OiiUStafcMa*-r8a««r  Feataia— Springb^  ypetila^-C^pf  w 

Minet— Layiag  Foandatioa  SIom  of  ac«  Cluipd  at  Nonp—IUtorn  i» 
Khamtcsber^ — Accident  to  "Wifgont— Opeuing  of  new  Clupcl  at  lil/ 
Foontain  — l{rtt\rnfi)thrrnfM*  1  miiortanrr  of  interior Statinn*-  T  ittla 
Nantnqaaiatid — Girat  Nama<|n*laiid — Frmt.^  of  iimkmaij  JUboOT^ 
JSatiTe  ilttaiMiftix  Mcctii^ — Tbe  djriu^  ^axD«%ll•u 

Aboct  two  yean  after  my  fint  jonmcy  to  Kamaqnaknd, 
aereral  circumstances  seemed  to  render  it  necfssarr  forme  OM 

more  to  visit  some  of  our  stations  in  tlat  remote  part  of 
SoutluTii  Afrira.  The  Fu  v.  A!e*sr«.  UiilciH  'I  liomns  had 
just  nrcivt'd  appoiiitimnl-*  to  iiit<  riur  «;latioi)S  for  tin*  hr'^t  time, 
ni)(i  liad  1(  ft  tlie  Capr  with  lh<  ir  lainilit^^i  ll**^  iit^\  clyi|iel  at 
Lilv  rotiittain  was  lu'arlv  fitii-^licd,  ami  rrtiflv  to  U-  il'^Hc«ted, 
and  Mr.  Bntite,  the  resident  Missionnr^.  was  \(  r\  nru'"  i  t  i:i  his 
request  tbat  I  s^hnidd  try  to  go  and  tnke  a  i>nrt  in  the  openmg 
aerricea.  Allbotagh  my  mbiaterial  and  oflidnl  duties  at  hooM 
wfrr  Titimerona  and  pretsing,  and  rendered  it  diflicuU  Tor  nie  to 
be  abienC,  even  for  n  short  time,  I  felt  n  stroi^  de^ir^.  if  pos- 
sible, to  complj  with  the  wiahca  of  my  brethren  and  the  pcopio 
in  the  interior. 

Whilst  I  waa  aniiomlj  conaidcriBg  what  come  I  onght  t9 
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pursue  as  a  matter  of  duty,  I  heard  of  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
ceeding up  the  South  •western  coast  of  Africa  by  water,  a  vessel 
beiog  about  to  sail  for  Uondeklip  Bay,  to  take  in  a  cargo  of 
copper  ore.  As  Ibis  mode  of  coDveyance  afforded  a  prospect  of 
feacbing  Namaqualand  much  more  speedily  ihaa  by  ibe  sloir 
pioceas  of  tiaTeUing  by  land,  I  xeaolved  at  once  U>  avail  myself 
of  it;  and  ou  tbe  alUamooii  of  Saturday,  tbe  22nd  of  Oetober, 
18&5«  I  went  on  board  tbe  boiqne  Dido/'  accompanied  by 
Cbarles  Pillans,  Esq.,  wbo  was  pioceeding  to  the  interior  on 
bnsbiess.  The  vessel  worked  ont  of  Table  J3ny  in  the  course  of 
the  evening,  and  having  a  strong  south-east  wind  directly  in 
our  favour,  by  tbe  good  providence  of  God  we  reached  our  • 
destined  j^oit  on  Moiiclay  atternoon,  uiaking  a  passage  which 
was  p(  limps  never  surpassed  for  speed  by  any  sailing  vessel. 
In  order  to  croai  the  bar,  and  enter  the  little  bay,  tlu;  navigation 
of  wliich  is  somewhat  intricate,  owing  to  a  dangerous  reef,  we 
were  obliged  to  leave  the  "Dido**  at  anchor  outside,  and  go  on 
board  the  cutter  "Bosebud,"  which  couveycd  us  in  safety  into 
the  harbour,  although  she  was  completely  wrc  ektd  in  attempting 
to  perform  a  similar  service  to  another  parly  two  days  after^ 
wards.  I  was  thus  called  •upon  once  more  to  acknowledge 
with  heartfelt  gratitude  the  ever  watchful  care  of  my  heavenly 
Father. 

Having  obtained  lodgings  for  the  night  at  tbe  house  of  the 
storekeeper,  at  an  early  hoar  the  following  morning  we  pro- 
cured horses,  and  a  little  Hottentot  boy  as  a  guide,  and  set  out 

for  Bethel's  Klip,  an  ont-station  of  our  Khamiesberg  missionary 

institution,  and  distant  from  Hondiklip  Bay  about  forty-five 
miles.  The  day  was  extremely  hot,  and,  hauug  to  ride  haid. 
over  a  heavy  sandy  road,  encumbtied  with  some  luggage  and 
our  blankets  strapped  behind  us,  it  was  very  fatiguing  both  for 
man  and  beast.  We  found  it  necessary  to  "  off-saddle "  and 
"  knee-lndter "  more  frequently  than  usual  durini^  the  day, 
although  the  water  was  very  indifferent  at  the  respective  places 
generally  used  for  outspanning.  At  one  of  the  places  where  we 
halted  for  an  hour  or  two  to  graze  our  horses,  1  observed  a  tia* 
Teller's  waggon,  and,  on  approaching  it  for  the  purpose  of  an 
interchange  of  friendly  grei^ings  according  to  the  etiquette  of 
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the  Afirtcan  desert,  I  was  surprised  to  reosiTe  a  hearty  webome 
pronouneed  in  my  own  native  tongue.  The  owner  of  the  wn;:^ 
proved  to  be  an  English  settlor  from  ClanwiUiinn  on  a  trading 

expedition,  nnd  he  was  evidently  glad  to  meet  with  a  fellow 
conntryman  in  the  wilderness.  In  the  coursia  of  a  Urief  conrer- 
sation,  in  u  luch  I  contrived  to  put  in  a  word  for  my  Ma»u  r,  the 
Ensrlish  trader  acknowledged,  with  erident  eraotion,  ih:\\  he 
had  once  known  the  Lord,  nnd  l>een  n  member  of  thr  AVi'-l  v.in 
Society  in  Birmingham ;  but  that  for  many  ye^ir*  past  be  had 
been  an  unhappy  wanderer  from  the  paths  of  peace  and  righte- 
ousness. I  thonght  of  Philip  meeting  with  the  Eunuch  in  the 
wilderness  of  Judea,  and  gladly  wnu!d  I  have  acted  the  part  of 
the  ofangeKtt  to  my  conntiyman ;  hot.  alas  1  1  foimd  him  not  in 
the  mood  of  an  inquirer  after  tnitli.  He  inntod  me  np  into  his 
wageKOn,  it  is  true,  bnt  It  was  not  to  e&plain  to  him  the  mtuaa^ 
of  the  saered  book,  but  to  tasto  of  certain  fiery  fluids  wbiek 
were  suspended  around  him  in  bottles  as  samples,  and  of  whidi 
be  appeared  to  be  the  Tender.  He  prononneed  his  commoditisi 
"Ycry  good,**  and  rcpratedly  urged  me  to  try  them.  THa 
honour  I  respectfully  dtclinod,  and,  notwithstanding:  the  vile 
character  of  the  water  and  \hc  \u\d  of  the  climatf.  1  hesitated 
not  to  hoist  niy  colours,  and  declare  myself  a  total  abstainer 
from  all  inloxic.it ini^  liijuor.  Havin:^  faitlifuliy  exhort<»f^  the 
trader  to  return  with  pruiteuce  and  jirajer  to  hi«  o'^rn''*.*! 
Father,  Wi-  r  !r>ued  our  journey  towards  Bethel,  when'  wc 
arrif  ed  just  as  the  last  rajs  of  the  setting  ann  were  gilding  tho 
tops  of  the  surrounding  mountains. 

P  el  if  situated  on  the  lowlands  of  the  institution*  md 
affords  a  convenient  place  of  reiidenoe  for  the  Kissiooaiy  and 
the  people,  with  their  herds  nnd  flocks,  during  four  months  of 
the  year,  when  the  cold  of  winter  pierents  their  nmmmai^  ai 
the  prtneipal  station  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  as  nbanfy 
explained.  This  was  the  period  of  the  general  "tick***  or 
tcoMral  homeward ;  and  Mr.  Bnilie  and  hb  family,  not  famwing 
of  my  coming  by  this  route,  had  k(i  the  place  about  two  hours 
befere  m-c  arrived,  Apprtht mlini:  that  this  might  be  the  rascw 
we  had  brou^^ht  our  blanketn  ui,  aiiuppcd  to  t  ur  -.Kl^ilc*, 
Mid  as  wc  found  the  ochool-room  opca,  the  oaiivcs  pxeparad 
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US  a  cup  of  coflfee,  and  we  were  soon  made  quite  comlortable. 
In  the  mean  time  a  messenger  was  dispatched  on  horseback  to 
inform  Mr.  Bailie  of  our  arrival.  My  esteemed  brother  soon 
returned  to  welcome  nie  to  his  station.  We  conversed  on  various 
subjects  connected  with  the  interests  ofthe  Mission  till  a  late  hour; 
and  after  a  short  rest  we  rode  forward  early  the  next  morning  to 
the  waggons  at  the  Missionary's  eucempment,  at  a  place  called 
"  Lang  Klip/'  where  we  found  Mrs.  Bailie  and  family  wel], 
and  with  breakfast  prepared  in  anticipation  of  our  coming. 

Having  thus  joined  Mr.  Bailie  and  bis  family  with  their 
waggon  on  their  way  to  LUy  Fountain,  I  felt  quite  at  home, 
and  much  enjoyed  the  gipsy  kind  of  life  which  is  necessarily 
connected  with  these  periodical  migrations.  The  little  chil- 
dren and  the  domestic  animals  of  the  establishment  seemed 
to  understand  all  about  it;  and  I  observed  a  hen  with  a 
Inrood  of  chickens  quite  enjoying  their  liberty  on  being  let 
out  from  their  cage  for  an  hour  or  two  at  the  outspauniug, 
taking  good  care,  however,  not  to  wander  far  from  the  waggons, 
to  expose  themselves  to  the  serpents  or  birds  of  prey.  During 
the  following  two  days  we  cojitinued  ascending  the  mountain 
at  an  easy  rate  of  travelling,  the  ladies  and  children  lodging 
in  the  waggons  at  night,  and  the  gentlemen  and  servants 
sleeping  on  the  ground.  We  held  religious  services  with  the 
people  morning  and  evening,  at  our  encampments,  and  ire-* 
qnently  felt  it  good  to  wait  npon  the  Lord ;  and  often,  when 
watching  the  little  twinkling  stars,  or  the  pale  moon  walking 
in  brightness,  as  I  lay  npon  my  sandy  couch,  have  I  thought 
of  absent  friends,  and  home,  and  of  the  prayers  offered  up  to 
God  by  His  people  for  the  poor  Missionary  in  the  wilderness. 

We  reached  the  Lily  Fountain  station  on  the  top  of  Kha<i 
iniesberg,  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  the  25  th ;  and  after 
resting  for  a  day  or  two,  and  attending  to  the  services  of  the 
Sabbath,  which  were  truly  refreshing,  the  resident  Missionary 
preaching  in  the  mormiiL',  iid  I  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Bailie  and 
I  set  out  on  Monday  morning  on  a  journey  of  four  days,  to 
visit  the  out-stations  and  the  copper  mines.  "We  traveled  on 
this  occasion  on  horseback,  accompanied  by  B.  8.  Links,  the 
native  teacher,  with  a  pack-horse  to  carry  our  blankets,  pro- 
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fitions,  and  oookiiiK  ntemib.  During  tha  lini  daj  we  timlkd 
tiiroiucli  lugged  aMmQUin  aoeneij,  wbevB  tlie  baboons  «m 
gaioboUing  among  the  rod^s,  and  wbara  no  aigns  of  cnltivatkNi 
appeared.  Oecationally  we  baited  for  an  bonr  or  two»  to  allow 
our  boraes  time  to  gmze,  when  we  lighted  a  fire  and  botkd  onr 
nevcr-failincr  mmp  Vfltle,  and,  after  takini:^  rtfreshinent,  read  ttie 
Scriptures,  diui  uh  f' d  in  pravir  ami  praise.  In  the  preiiiB"^  hc 
came  to  an  expeririuhtal  copper  mine  of  the  "  Soiitli  African 
Mining  Company,*'  on  the  missionary  institution  land  near 
Nornp,  which  Mr.  T'illaus,  my  tnivellirif;  companion  from  the 
Cape,  iiad  ronu'  to  tns{>ect.  The  nighl  was  bleak  and  coUi ;  nud 
the  supcrintnidi  nt  of  the  works  having  kindly  oflfered  us  the 
beat  shelter  he  had,  we  gladly  avafled  ourselves  of  tl»  in  piafcf 
ence  to  lorlj^ine  in  the  open  air,  and  slept  on  tbe  day  floor  of 
his  bnmble  native  hut,  wrapped  inthetkinblankata  webadtakas 
with  tti  on  the  back  of  the  pack-borae. 

On  Tuesday  morning  we  eontinned  onr  joniney  tbmgb  Ibo 
Boabman  Flata»  and  about  noon  we  came  to  a  farm  celled 
Silver  Fontein,  where  we  itated  for  a  while,  and  obtained  • 
supply  of  bread,  milk,  and  oranges.  Tbia  ptoee  ia  asaocialed 
in  my  mind  with  some  very  melancholy  refleetiona.  It  ia  tbe 
place  where  the  murderer  of  the  three  missionary  martyrs  of 
Namaqualand,  Threlfall,  Links,  u:.  !  Jagger,  was  <  xt  cutcd,  as 
staled  in  a  former  chapter.  I  looked  upon  llio  gravr  of  ibc 
munlcrcr  with  fVdings  of  painful  interest,  and  ii*tt'n«>d  to  the 
stnttMiu  iits  of  llic  nntivcs  nsp<'cting  that  sad  event  «  dcrp 
eraotioti.  Here  iilso  is  the  ijrave  of  Mrs.  Sais,  the  pious  wile 
of  a  devoted  Missionary  of  the  London  t>oeicl),  who  Siiink  be* 
ncath  her  wei«;ht  of  sickness  and  sorrow,  snd  found  a  restix^ 
place  in  thia  wildemesa,  era  ^e  had  reached  the  scene  <^  her 
intended  labours.  It  was  good  that  it  was  in  tbe  beart  of  (bia 
dear  aaint  of  God  to  woib  for  Him ;  but  He  saw  H  to  eel 
ber  tbna  early  to  a  better  eonntiy.  How  myalcriona  ait  Uw 
waya  of  Birtne  Piofidcnee  I  But  what  we  know  not  now.  ww 
aball  know  beRaller. 

In  the  afternoon  we  oalled  at  Mr.  Canaedy*a  Ihrm,  and  ht4 
a  view  of  the  Kutcrprise  Compniiy*sexpcrtment«]  copper  mines^ 
which  npixared  to  na  no  more  promising  than  those  we  bed 
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inspected  it  Nonip.  In  the  etening  we  Jneached  S'pringbdk 
IPbnlein,  wbere  we  were  kindlj  provided  with  lodgings  for  the 
night.  We  found  the  copper  mines  at  this  place,  belonging  to 
the  company  of  Philip  and  King,  produciuf^  a  large  quantity  of 
excellent  ore,  and  yielding  an  ample  ieluiii  for  the  labour  be- 
stowed upon  them,  as  they  have  continued  to  do  for  many  years. 
"We  received  the  kindest  attention  and  hospitality  Iroin  Mr. 
Stpel,  the  8upcn!itendenl  of  the  mines,  ns  well  as  from  J.  C. 
Hi  vers,  Esq.,  Actmg  Ci?ii  Commissioner  and  Resident  Magia* 
trate. 

Having  finished  our  business  at  Springbok,  on  Wednesday 
morning  we  set  out  on  our  homeward  journey,  travelling  byway 
d  Mr.  Kennedy's  farm  and  Silver  Fontcin,  by  which  route  we 
mchedNorapin  six  hours' hard  riding.  On  arriving  at  the 
placed  just  named,  we  found  that  the  mat  hut  which  we  had 
formerly  occupied  was  taken  down ;  but  we  contrived  to  erect  a 
temporary  shelter,  under  which  we  slept  with  tolerable  eomfoKt* 

On  Thursday,  the»  1st  of  November,  a  large  number  of  people 
came  togetlier  to  attend  the  religious  services  connected  with 
laying  the  Ibund.ition  stone  of  our  new  chapel  at  Norap.  Not 
deeming  it  advisable  to  enter  the  old  shed  formerly  used  as  a 
place  of  worship,  and  in  which  I  had  preached  when  I  was  here 
before,  in  consequence  of  its  being  now  infested  with  snakes 
and  other  venomous  reptiles,  we  assembled  outside  in  the  open 
air.  Here  we  sang  a  hymn^  offered  prayer  to  God  for  His 
blessing  on  the  undertaking,  explained  the  object  of  our  meet* 
ing,  and  then  walked  in  procession  to  the  site  of  the  new 
chapei  and  Mission  premiseSy  on  a  gentle  elevation  in  the 
centre  of  a  pleasant  valley.  I  then  read  a  portion  of  Scriptum 
in  Dutch,  .addressed  n  few  words  to  the  people,  and  at  Ifr, 
Bailie's  request  laid  the  foundation  stone  in  the  name  of  the  ever 
blessed  Trinity.  The  service  was  concluded  by  fervent  prayer 
and  earnest  exhortation  on  the  subject  of  personal  religion,  and 
on  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  for  the  eompletion  of  the  new 
chapel,  in  which  Mr.  Bailie  and  Kardanal,  the  native  teacher, 
iook  a  part.  Thus  was  tliis  interesting  ceremony  performed  in 
true  orthodox  form;  only  we  had  no  silver  trowel  with  appro- 
priate inscription  to  commemorate  the  event,  as  lu  England^ 
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but  were  obliged  to  me  a  wooden  one  mede  tliai  monting  bjr 
one  of  tbe  natiTei,  and  wbteh  would  iio  donbt  bave  been  ad- 

mired  as  a  curiosity  of  art,  had  it  been  prcsen'cd  for  exhibitiou 
in  a  missiouiii)  inuseuni.  In  the  aftLrnoon  we  ^<  t  out  for 
Kharniesber^,  wliere  wc  arrived  iu  the  evening,  afkr  a  smart 
ride  of  twenty-five  miles. 

On  return  in*;  to  Lily  Fountain,  we  were  j^lnd  to  hear  of  \\yt 
approach  of  our  brethren,  the  T?er.  Messrs.  liid^Hl!  :\\u\  Thoma*, 
who  had  left  Cnpe  Toiru  with  their  families,  in  ox-waggons^ 
iwo  weeks  before  I  started,  on  their  way  to  their  lespeetife  sla- 
tkma  in  Great  Namaqualand.  On  Seturdaj  cfniuig,  Mr.  Rid- 
gill  arrived  at  the  institution,  bnt  ^!r.  Thomas  was  detained  aS 
Ihe  foot  of  tbe  moontain  by  the  breaking  of  an  axle  of  one  of 
bis  waggons,  Hafing  dispatched  a  nnmber  of  men  wilk  tbe 
aeeessaiy  assistanoe  to  icpair  tke  damage^  and  to  hsmg  Mr. 
Tbonas  and  bis  family  np  the  mountain  witb  as  Uttk  delay  a* 
possible,  we  prepared  for  tbe  sacred  services  of  tbe  Sabbatb. 
In  the  morning,  Mr.  Bidgill  pfeached  an  excellent  sermon  in 
Dutch ;  and  we  were  expecting  the  blessins  of  God  on  the 
remaining  ierviccs  of  the  day,  wIku  a  circuui'^inncT-  (xx-urrcd 
which  inatertally  interfered  with  our  arrnniri  iih  tit*».  Inunt  di- 
ntely  after  we  lind  come  from  tin-  cIkijh  I,  a  nie>M  ut^t  r  arrivt  d  to 
inform  us  lliat  Mr.  Thomas's  other  waj:ij;(m  hatl  ht\n  up><  t  OH 
tbe  previous  evt  luni:,  eoming  dowtt  a  stocp  bill,  and  waa  oom* 
pletely  broken  to  pieces. 

Mr.  Bailie  and  I  immediately  put  on  our  travelling  diesste^ 
mounted  our  horses,  and  rode  off  to  the  scene  of  this  sad  di§* 
aster,  leaving  instructions  for  a  number  of  men  to  follow  aHcr 
us  with  a  waggon  and  tools,  ke^  as  soon  as  possible.  Alter 
fiditig  abonl  fourteen  miles,  wn  came  to  tbe  plaee  wbcpe  tbn 
neeident  bad  oeenrred ;  and  the  aeene  wbicb  prssented  itself  t» 
M  visw  was  calenlated  to  move  tbe  sympatbies  of  any  one  wbn 
bas  etm  tbongbt  of  tbe  poor  Missionaiy,  in  **pefib  in 
wilds rnam/*  lbs  body  of  tbe  waggon  was  vpeet  and  sepK 
fated  ftom  tbe  wbeels,  and  the  rood  for  a  eonsiderabte  distaof^ 
was  slrewed  with  boxes  and  ])nekagrs  of  variolas  limU,  wh:Ul 
the  Mii^i^ionary  and  his  family  were  sitting  in  »»<lne«*  and  »or» 
tow  iiuii«ri  a  \jii»U,  where  the^  hud  takcu  kUiiter  for  ihe  nighty 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


GHAF«  TXI. — TUIRB  JOURK£Y  TO  TUh  INTSRIOK.  553^ 


wlien  their  tnTeUing  waggon  was  demolished.  But  whOst  we 
looked  with  sinoere  regret  upon  the  wrecic  whieh  was  spread 
before  ns,  we  fdt  that  it  was  matter  of  gratitude  that  our 
esteemed  brother  and  his  family  were  mercifully  preserved  from 
iujuiy,  being  all  out  of  the  waggon  at  the  time  of  the  accident. 

We  had  now  to  consider  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  for 
temporary  repairing  the  damage,  so  ns  to  get  every  thing  up  to 
tlic  stntion  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  On  examining 
more  minutely  into  the  state  of  things,  we  found  that  the  most 
important  parts  of  the  waggon  were  not  so  much  injured  as  we 
at  first  apprehended.  Having  got  the  different  portions  of  the 
vehicle  together,  and  found  out  what  was  required,  we  sent 
men  into  the  neighbouring  rarine  to  cut  the  necessaiy  pieces  of 
wood,  and,  after  about  fonr  hours*  hard  Ubour,  we  had  the  wag^ 
gon  repaired,  re-loaded,  and  everything  ready  for  moving  forward. 
But  as  the  shades  of  evening  had  now  gathered  around  us,  it 
was  considered  best  to  wait  till  the  morning  before  we  began  to 
ascend  the  mountain.  We  therefore  lighted  our  camp  fire,  and 
after  partaking  of  a  little  food,  we  collected  the  people  together, 
and  held  an  interesting  religious  service,  partly  in  Dutch  and 
partly  in  English,  carefully  expltiiuiug  uiitit-r  what  ciicumstances 
it  is  lawful  in  our  upuiion  to  work  as  we  had  becu  doing  on 
the  Sabbath  day.  On  the  Ibliowing  morning  we  moved  for- 
ward at  an  early  hour,  and  about  noon  the  whole  party  reached 
Lily  Fountain  in  safety. 

In  the  afternoon  I  inspected  the  Mission  school.  Nearly  two 
hundred  scholars  were  present;  and,  after  they  had  gone 
through  their  various  exercises  satisfactorily,  I  distributed 
among  them  n  number  of  little  presents,  chiefly  useful  articles-' 
of  wearing  apparel,  with  which  I  had  been  Aimished  by  my 
kind  friends  in  Cape  Town  and  in  Enghind.  Not  anticipating 
such  a  large  gathering  of  children  and  young  people,  I  was 
sorry  to  find  that  I  was  not  supplied  with  a  sufficient  number 
of  articles  to  enable  me  to  give  one  to  each  scholar.  When  I 
had  distributed  all  the  presents  I  had  on  this  principle,  there 
remained  seventeen  little  Namaqua  children  for  whom  1  had 
nothing ;  and  such  were  their  expressions  of  disappointment 
and  distress,  that  I  would  iiave  given  twice  their  value  for  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


554  PART  III. — TUB  CAPS  OP  GOOD  UOPS, 

xeqniied  number  of  articles ;  bat  thejr  wen  nol  to  be  had  far 
bfeor  monef  in  the  interior  of  AlHea*  All  that  leonlil  do 
under  the  otrettoutanees*  wet  to  write  down  the  aamee  of  the 
aefenteen  disappointed  ehildien,  and  to  iNooiiie  to  eend  tbeai 
each  a  pieaent  when  I  returned  to  the  Cape, — a  promifle  wliich 
I  ultimately  rwleemed  to  the  gatisfaction  of  nil  couccnuJ. 

Tuesday,  tlic  bUi,  was  the  (la\  iippointed  for  the  0])eQiii|i^  of 
tht  II -w  chapel ;  aiul  it  was  a  day  loiif;  to  be  remembered  both 
by  Mitristcrs  and  people.  At  an  early  hour,  the  beautiful  Mtnc- 
tuary  was  tilled  with  people,  ehirfly  the  native  inhabitants  of 
the  institution,  with  a  few  neighbouring  farmers»  md  visitors 
from  a  dittaooe.  At  the  ra|oeat  of  ray  brethen,  I  eoromeoeed 
the  morning  aerfioe  by  giving  ont  the  beaotifui  Dnteh  hymm 
bqginmng,-^ 

AmmkUh  dtm  FmSir,  $90  Mtm  mt^ 

Dm  rorm  van  sijit  AmnmMmfiipknd, 

2^n*  wijshntt,  tniftt,  em  mtJfsteU, 
U«0t     hit  scAffmi  SMym  f  " 

and  after  I  had  read  an  appmprinte  portion  of  Scripture  in  thm 
same  kiii^uage,  the  Kev.  J.  A,  Hailie  offered  ihc  dedicaluin 
prayer,  and  the  Kev.  U.  Ilidijill  preached  a  nio«t  impreiisive  srr- 
luou.  1q  evening;  the  Ki  v.  F.  Wticli  pn  aehed,  and  the 
Iter.  J.  Thomas  and  Mr.  J.  Maekay  tnok  part  in  the  *<r\iL-r. 
A!thon;^h  monry  is  but  Utile  known  in  the  interior  of  5outb 
Africa,  the  people  presented  liberal  and  wUiing  offetiagt  im  the 
jq|0tt8  oeoaeion  ;  the  colh  ction  at  the  doae  of  the  BMniing  ee^ 
▼ice  nmoti&li^  to  X  16«  4«.  in  the  afternoon,  a  tcn*Keetinj(  wae 
held  in  the  ^clir>ol-room,  when  sercral  aged  oooftrted  Kaaui- 
<inee  deUfered  intoieating  addreaiei^  in  which  thcgf  adieited,  itt 
the  Ittit  aibeting  manner,  to  the  great  change;,  both  tevpoval 
and  i|iiritnal,  whii^  had  taken  pleee  in  their  eifcwnataneea 
dnee  the  Mieejonariee  fini  eaow  among  them.  The  new  ehepel 
ie  in  the  ChilhiB  elylo  of  nrahiteetttrei  and  leieeta  great  credH 
i^oo  the  natifo  bnihien,  and  opon  the  Bev.  J.  A.  Beilie,  the 
naakras  Missionary  under  whose  superintendence  it  was  erected. 
It  is    soUi  stoue  ttUuciurc,  wiiii  Uitt»eiv«2  buiireasea  outaidi^ 
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4Uid  neatly  fiuished  inside  with  plank  floor  oeiling  and  pews 
complete.  It  ia  calcukted  to  teat  about  sit  hundred  persons, 
«nd  bas  been  erected  at  an  expense  of  about  £}  ,000,  the  whole 
of  which  was  contributed  by  the  natives  tbemselves,  ^i-ith  the 

exception  of  about  £20  given  by  a  lew  Irieiuls  at  the  (Jape  lor 
the  pureliase  of  a  pulpit;  so  tliat  there  is>  jk)  rcmaiiiinj^  debt 
upon  the  premises.  It  is  believed  tliat  no  fiuaucial  eflori  has 
been  made  on  any  station  by  the  lloUeiitots  of  Soutii  Africa 
to  ?urj)ass  this  ;  and  yet  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  specimen  of 
what  we  may  hope  to  see  on  a  more  extensive  Bcale  in  mauy 
other  parts  of  this  interesting  oountiy,  as  the  ihiits  of  a  faithful 
Gospel  ministry. 

Ou  Wednesday  e?ening  I  met  the  Miaaionary  and  the  people 
of  the  station  by  appointment  in  the  new  chapel,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  speaking  with  them  on  various  matters  pertaining  to  their 
temporal  and  spiritual  welfare,  and  to  propose  to  them  some 
new  measures  by  means  of  whieh  it  was  thought  they  might 
render  more  systematic  and  substantial  aid  towards  the  support 
of  the  work  of  God  after  the  completion  of  their  new  sanctnaiy. 
The  people  appeared  to  enter  into  our  views  in  best  possible 
spirit  ;  luid  1  was  encouraged  to  liope  that  Uub  our  ui(h;st  Mis- 
sion in  South  Africa,  by  its  continued  prosperity  and  iucreased 
efforts  towards  seil-iupport,  would  meet  the  anticipations  of  the 
friends  who  hnd  so  Ion";  taken  an  interest  in  its  welfare.  1  saw 
much  to  gratify  mc  lu  connexion  with  the  Lily  Fountain  station 
during  my  visit,  as  I  had  done  on  a  former  occasion,  when  ])ass- 
ing  through  the  country;  and  I  observed  with  gratitude  the 
marked  improvement  which  had  taken  place  in  every  department 
of  the  work  in  the  interim. 

l/Vben  preparing  for  my  return  to  Cape  Town,  my  attention 
was  attracted  by  the  ringing  of  the  institution  bell,  to  call 
together  the  head  men  or  native  council,  whom  I  soon  obse^ed 
seated  on  a  grassy  slope  above  the  Mission«Honse.  On  inquiring 
aa  to  the  object  of  their  meeting,  I  was  pleasingly  surprised  to 
learn  that  they  were  making  arrangements  for  my  journey  home, 
so  that  no  expense  raia^ht  devolve  on  the  Society.  They  soon 
placed  a  beautiful  span  of  oxen  at  luv  diapoaal,  belonj^ing  to 
various  parties,  which  were  kiudiy  lent  lor  the  occasion,  free  of 
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eoet.  These  were  yoked  to  a  liglii  waggon  belonging  to  tb» 
•tatioii;  and  baring  oommended  the  p<  >plc  to  God  in  prayer, 
and  fairij  tired  my  right  arm  witb  ebaking  bands  with  nicb  a 
mnltitnde  of  natives,  I  took  an  affectionate  leave  of  tbeo,  ■» 

well  as  of  Mr.  Bailie  and  his  amiable  wife  and  family,  from 
whom  I  had  recei\  tii  much  kmducsii  during  my  dojauru  on  tUeir 
interesting:  station. 

I  was  accouJi)aniefl  on  my  journey  homeward  by  Mr.  Jolin 
Mackay,  with  i\liom  I  had  much  plcasaut  Chris! i.iu  intercourse 
both  in  convmatioii  and  in  worship,  a?  wr  tmvt  lhd  aloniif.  Wc 
bad  also  with  us  two  Hottentot  attendants,  to  assist  us  at  our 
enenmpmeuts.  The  day  was  tomewhat  advanced  before  wa 
began  to  descend  the  moontaln ;  and,  wishing  to  redeem  the  time, 
we  continued  travelling  on  eoma  tine  after  the  abades  of  eTcuini; 
bad  closed  around  w,  cm  men  aMoring  nt  tbai  tbcy  knew  tbe 
foad  qnito  well.  We  wen  prooeeding  at  a  fapid  into  down  » 
gentle  deelivitj,  wben  we  met  witb  one  of  thoee  miabape  wbieb 
an  not  by  any  meaoa  nneommon  in  tbe  wibb  of  Africa.  Tba 
kte  raina  and  mountain  torrenta  bad  completely  waabed  away 
tbe  bwer  aide  of  tbe  road,  and  left  a  deep  ravine,  whicb  we  eonld 
not  see  in  tbe  darkness  of  the  night  On  coming  to  this  tbe 
waggon  was  completely  upset,  and  we  were  thrown  out  wiih  coo* 
sidtrahle  viulcucf.  Proridentially  we  \m  re  neither  of  us  much 
hurt,  and  \\v  H't  to  uork  inirnt-diatply  to  try  to  pul  thin::"*  n?ht. 
Oulisrhtin'^'  ihr  liuitcrnwe  fonnd  that  noserioiisbri^kss-r  l-,,,!  i.iVra 
j>lacf ,  but  out'  wlu  t  l  (»f  tilt.'  uMU'j^on  \v:i>  (i}T,  ami  tiu  liia-h-ji;n 
mis  lost.  This  was  our  greatt'sl  di^euity,  as  we  had  nothmg 
by  ns  with  which  we  oooid  replace  it.  We  commenced  a  dili- 
gent search  along  the  road,  and  about  a  hnndred  yards  op  tba 
bill  we  found  it,  to  our  great  joy.  llaviug  by  our  tmitcd  atrengtb 
pal  OB  tba  wbed,  and  rqplaeed  tba  body  of  tbe  waggon,  wt 
dwvitont  of  itBparilovapoaitioB,aDdoutapaBned  far  tbe  n%bC. 

Alter  tbia  we  pvooaeded  witbont  any  ftntber  aeeideBt,  alill 
tianriUing  a  good  deal  by  night  wben  tbe  moonligbl  improve^ 
aa  wa  wbbed  to  make  luato,  aa  well  as  to  avoid  tbe  beat  of  iba 
day.  Having  travelled  asaidnonaly  in  tbia  way  far  two  weeks, 
I  reached  home  in  peace  sod  safety  on  Tbnraday  evening,  th« 
SSnd  of  Novrmber,  where  I  toui*d  my  dear  wife  in  the  ci^y> 
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nent  of  tolerable  bealih  and  comfort;  and  we  had  oooe  mom 
^ooeaaion  to  praise  the  Lord  for  His  presenring  goodneat  mam* 
fested  toiraids  iia»  whflst  engaged  in  thedtachaigeof  our  reapeo- 
ti^e  dutiea. 

Before  we  take  oar  leave  of  the  interesting  interior  atatbna 
which  hare  just  passed  under  review,  it  seems  desirable  to  ad« 

vert  to  a  few  partiealars  concerning  them,  which  conld  not  be  • 
conveniently  broiight  out  iu  tlic  brief  narrative  of  my  respective 
visits,  that  the  reader  may  have  a  complete  view  of  the  iinport- 
-ance  and  peculiar  character  of  our  work  in  those  distant  re^^ions. 

Little  Namaqualand.  The  Lily  Fountain  instituti  m  on 
Khamiesberf^,  in  Little  Namaqunlnnd,  abont  four  liundred  miles 
from  Cape  Town,  is  the  oldest  station  of  the  VVesleyan  Mission- 
•ary  Society  in  South  Africa.  It  was  commenced  about  half  a 
oentniy  ago,  as  already  stated,  by  the  Rev.  Barnabas  Shaw ; 
and  notwithstanding  many  difficulties,  the  people  have  advanced 
to  a  pleasing  state  of  ctvilication  and  temporal  prosperity,  as 
irell  as  of  religious  knowledge  and  Christian  experience.  The 
station  is  beautifnlly  situate  in  a  gentle  hollow,  near  the  summit 
-of  a  hi^^b  mountain.  The  number  of  inhabitants  connected  with 
the  institution  amounts  to  about  one  thousand,  two  hundred  oC 
whom  are  consistent  church  members,  with  about  the  same 
number  of  srholars  attending  the  Mission  school.  These  occupy 
lands  set  iij-art  for  their  use  as  a  distinct  Cliristian  community, 
anil  live  n<  otic  large  family  under  the  pa>toial  care  of  the 
Missionary,  to  whom  they  look  up  as  to  their  father  and  friend. 
All  their  teruporal  affairs  arc  governed  by  rules  and  regulations 
which  they  themselves  have  adopted,  under  the  judicious  guid- 
ance of  their  Missionaries.  On  the  1st  of  January,  every  year, 
the  people  elect  or  re-elect  six  councillors  and  two  overseers. 
These  form  a  board,  of  which  the  resident  Missionary  is  chair- 
man ;  and  at  their  monthly  meetings  they  arrange  every  thing 
connected  with  public  works,  ploughing,  sowing,  reining,  and 
watdiing  the  flocks  and  herds  of  the  community.  They  also 
decide  when  the  people  shall  remove  from  their  mountain  home 
to  the  low  lands,  where  they  are  obliged  to  reside  during  the 
winter  months.  Every  matter  of  dispute  which  may  arise  among 
the  people,  as  the  trespass  of  cattle  on  each  other's  garden 
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grounds,  fte.,  is  lequirad  to  be  brooi^t  before  the  ooanen  hand 
tot  BetUement ;  and  it  is  •  pleasing  fact  that,  altbonich  thej  bavo 
the  right  of  appealinif  to  the  leeident  Magistrate  at  Springbok 
Pontein,  the  station  being  within  the  colonial  boundary,  such  » 
case  scarcely  ever  occurs,  the  people  prefemng  to  be  goferned 
by  their  own  rules  and  re^ruhitioas. 

Besides  the  beautiful  new  chnpel  nlrcady  mrtitionH,  and  n 
«)mmodiou9  residence  for  the  Missionary  with  a  school-liousiv 
"workshops,  and  n  few  cottn^ros  bcloiifrin?  to  the  hem  I  people, 
there  arc  not  many  stone  biiihiiags  on  the  stations,  the  people 
generally  preferring  to  live  in  the  native  mat  huts,  which  am 
easily  vemoved  when  they  have  to  change  t!ie  place  of  their  ren* 
denoe.  This  has  often  been  matter  of  regrat  to  the  Missionariea» 
who  would  like  to  see  the  natifes  advanoed  to  a  still  higher 
state  of  eiTiKiation ;  but  tbere  ai«  looal  circiaMlaneea  wkiA 
ba?e  hitherto  prefontad  the  eteetion  of  a  larger  nanber  of  per- 
ttanent  cottages.  The  natives  make  good  fimners ;  and,  aoeocd- 
iog  to  the  last  returns,  wbieb  I  veoeived  belofe  leering  the  Cape, 
there  were  on  the  tnstitntbn  aboot  aem  hundred  aeres  of 
land  under  cultivation,  and  the  people  possessed  one  bundled 
plouj^hs,  thirty  wnss^ns,  two  thousand  fire  hundred  homed 
(»ttle,  four  h\in(lre<l  horse**,  and  seven  thou«.ind  sheep  arul  i:o.itn. 

The  ont-stali'ui  at  IJethil,  about  thirty  miles  from  Lily 
Fountiiiu,  iu  the  low  lands,  where  the  Miwonary  and  his  pe^^ple 
ppen<l  the  winter  months,  hns  alreaily  been  (ie<ienhed  •  and  a 
placed  r;il!('d  K.tainvi,'oi(I  Vlakte,  about  twentv  miles  in  >i:i.'lhrr 
dir«*etiun,  is  also  visited  at  stated  periods.  The  most  important 
oat-poet  connected  with  Kiuunirtsberg  is  Rooi  Fouteio,  oc^ 
Nomp,  which  has  also  been  repeatedl|y  mentioned  in  this  nar^ 
rative.  When  the  new  ehapel  was  erected  at  this  pUce,  and 
certain  lands  secured  for  the  people  in  the  neigbhourhood,  n 
hope  was  entertabied  that  It  would  beeoM  not  only  ibe  pnr- 
nanent  place  of  tesidenee  for  a  ICssionaiy,  bni  the  bead  of  a 
missionary  instituiioo  lika  Lily  Fountain,  on  a  somewbal 
smaller  scale.  Then  tfaeen  would  bare  been  two  Missionariea 
and  tbeir  fiimiUes  in  Little  Namaquahnd,  within  twenty-ivn 
miles  of  each  other,  who  would  have  been  nutmd  belpo  for 
tninitlerial  iiitarchange,  and  for  cuufori  in  liuies  of  affliction. 


Digitized  by 


CHAP.  Til.— JTBXBD  JOUBHST  TO  THl  IMTmOK.  569 


This  view  of  carrying  on  the  work  in  these  remote  regions  was 
fully  sanctioned,  at  one  time,  by  the  Missionary  Committee ; 
Imi  before  it  could  be  fully  and  permaneotly  adopted,  some 
untoward  circumstances,  with  the  want  of  an  ample  supply  of 
men  and  means  for  the  District,  pfevented  its  accompHshment* 
and  this  extensive  oonntiy  is  still  left  to  one  Missionaiy. 

For  many  years  the  boundaries  of  the  Lil^  Fountain  lands 
were  but  indifferently  defined,  and  the  surrounding  Boeis  were 
constantly  encroechiog,  and  taking  fiom  the  natives  their  best 
fountains  and  com  lands.  A  remedy  for  this  evil  had  often 
been  sought,  but  never  obtained ;  and  the  matter  had  assumed 
such  a  serious  aspect,  threatening  the  very  existence  of  our 
station,  that  I  resolved  to  make  one  more  strenuous  effort.  I 
mcmoralized  the  Government,  c^ot  the  disputed  boundary  line 
surveyed  at  considerable  expense,  which  the  people  willingly 
defrnved  :  and  finally,  throni^h  the  kindness  of  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor Darling  and  Charles  Bell,  Esq.,  the  Surveyor  General,  a 
diagram,  and  the  necessary  documents  securing  the  lands  per- 
manently to  the  use  of  the  natives,  were  executed,  and  received 
the  official  signature  of  Sir  George  Catbcart,  the  Governor 
General,  just  before  he  left  the  colony,  and  not  long  before  he 
fell  in  battle  in  the  Crimean  war.  Thus  was  an  important 
question  settled  at  hut  in  favour  of  the  natives,  and  the  way 
prepared,  it  is  hoped,  for  still  greater  progress  in  the  temporal 
and  spiritual  improvement  of  an  interesting  people. 

Gbxat  Namaqualaki).  Our  principal  station  in  Great  Na- 
maqualand  is  at  Nisbett  Bath,  about  six  hundred  miles  from 
Cape  Town,  as  already  noticed.  The  work  is  prosecuted  here, 
among  the  tribe  called  Bundle  Zwaits,  under  niany  difficulties, 
arising  from  the  sterile  character  of  the  country  and  the  con- 
sequent wandering  habits  of  the  people.  The  only  eultivalion 
here  is  coniined  to  a  few  small  garden  plots  near  the  warm  bath, 
the  produce  of  which  is  very  scanty,  precarious,  and  uncertain. 
The  Missionary  has  to  send  bis  waggons  once  or  twice  a  year 
to  Kbamiesberg,  to  procure  corn  to  make  bread  for  his  family. 
In  times  of  drought  the  people  become  scattered  to  a  distance 
of  thirty,  forty,  or  a  hundred  miles,  in  search  of  pasture  for  their 
flocks  and  herds.  Before  th^  take  their  departure^  the  Mia* 
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sionarj'  and  the  nRtive  council  luakt  the  best  arrangenacut  tiiejr 
can  to  meet  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  peopk-,  by  sendini^  a 
native  teacher  with  each  company.  These  wandering  honh* 
may  often  be  seen  in  the  wilderness  at  their  encampmeiiu  u  ah 
all  the  appliances  necessary  for  the  serriee  of  the  sanctuary  and 
the  exerdses  of  the  school.  The  book*  an  brought  aoU  th« 
childreii  ply  their  leeioiii,  the  Scriptures  are  read,  the  word  of 
exhoitatioii  given,  the  hymn  of  ptaise  ia  aiiiig»  and  the  deewl 
wilds  frequently  reeound  with  the  aongt  of  Zion.  What  the 
people  oontinoe  for  several  months  at  their  leepectiTe  oat-poel% 
and  the  Missionaiy  and  his  family  are  left  almost  alooe  at  the 
Bath,  be  <;cnerally  arranges  to  visit  them  at  their  eneampmenls^ 
for  the  porpose  of  preadiing,  administering  the  saenmenti^  and 
renewing  the  quarterly  tickets,  &c.  The  roan  of  God  hm  now 
to  itinerate  on  horsi-back,  or  with  his  wng^^on,  it*  his  wife  accom- 
pany him,  a  circuit  of  two  hundred  miles  in  extt'iit ;  and  no  o»e 
acquainteii  with  the  trinl>  and  t«  rn[itation8  of  the  Chri§ti«n  life 
will  be  surprist'd  ty  bear  that,  on  the  oet*n«ioii  nf  thcjsc  |>rnoUit.ai 
visits  of  the  Mi>5ionar}',  he  is  fn  cpu  nily  ealird  upon  to  adini* 
nister  church  discipline.  Perhaps  the  young  people  have  been 
indulging  in  dancing,  of  which  they  are  veiy  food ;  or  other 
aerious  faults  have  been  committed,  which  require  admonition 
reproof,  or  expulsion :  hence  the  liability  to  fluctuation  in  ov 
atatisticil  ntumi  from  these  interior  stationa.  We  have  knowa 
instances,  however,  where  laige  hunting  parties  have  bemi  ahovft 
from  the  station  for  seversl  months,  and  during  their  jounMya 
of  hundreds  of  miles  they  have  kept  up  their  wofsUp,  their 
sdioda,  their  prayer>meeUngs,  and  dasaomeetings,  with  each 
good  effect,  that  on  their  retom  they  have  reported  an  incrcaae 
of  church  members,  having  experienced  blessed  revivals  of 
religioji  during  ihcir  w;\uiltTing<;. 

Hoole's  Fountain,  about  Jit  vciitv-five  mil--^^  from  Ni*.U'tl  r*Alb, 
is  the  station  nn^t  in  iinportanre  in  (.in  at  Namaipialand.  lu- 
dml,  with  re^pert  to  5i<-i  uery  and  >nni«'  Ioc;d  advanta^*.  it  i?  a 
placi  sn]H nor  to  the  Bath.  It  is  the  principal  home  of  a  stuali 
tribe  of  Africans,  with  whom  are  associated  a  number  of  half* 
castes,  vulgarly  called  Baatards,"  from  the  c^ber  tide  of  the 
Oiang6  Bifcr.  On  the  tenvval  of  the  Chief  Joite«  witk  • 
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tminber  of  hii  people*  aerenl  jem  ago,  to  the  bordm  of 
DamanilaDcl,  the  field  of  missionary  labour  in  this  locality  be- 
came somewhat  eircumseribed.  We  have  notwithstanding  had 
a  good  work  going  on  at  different  periods  among  these  people, 
eome  of  whom  nre  noted  for  their  piety,  intelligence,  and  Chris- 
tian consisteiicv. 

Wlien  the  erection  of  a  snbstnntinl  and  commodious  residence 
for  a  Missionary  nt  lloole's  Fountain  wm  c 'jiihik  need  some 
time  ago,  it  was  hoped  that  this  plact;  would  beooiiie  the  head 
of  nn  important  Circuit,  the  Minister  of  whicli  would  be 
favoured  with  Christian  intercourse  and  occasiorud  niiuiste- 
rial  interchanges  with  his  brother  at  the  Bath,  and  that  thus 
Giteat  Namaquaiaud  would  have  two  Kissiooaries  for  mutual 
help  and  encouragement,  on  the  same  plan  as  that  already 
indicated  for  Little  Kamaqnaland.  Had  this  principle  of  con- 
solidation been  adopted  and  carried  out  on  this  and  some 
other  stations,  which  have  been  unfortunately  crippled  for  want 
of  support,  there  is  no  doubt  but  many  evils  would  have 
been  avoided,  and  the  fruit  would  have  appeared  in  time  ta 
oome. 

For  several  years  past  the  work  in  Namaqualand  has  not 
bccu  so  proteperous  as  formerly.  The  country  has  not  only 
been  afflicted  witli  successive  seasons  of  drought,  which  have 
kept  the  people  in  a  scattered  state,  where  they  are  exposed 
to  many  temptations,  but  the  "lung  sickness,"  or  cattle 
planjue,  has  been  very  prevalent.  And  thnt  which  made  the 
case  worse  was,  the  first  appearance  of  tlic  fatal  malady 
simultaneously  with  the  return  of  the  Missiouary  from  the  Cape 
Colony,  conveying  the  idea,  right  or  wrong,  that  he  had 
brought  it  into  the  country  with  his  draught  oxen.  This  cir- 
cumstance unhappily  led  to  a  feeling  of  estrangement  between 
the  people  and  their  Pastor  for  some  time ;  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  cloud  which  has  for  so  long  hovered  over  these 
interesting  stations  will  be  dissipated,  and  that  the  sun 
of  prosperity  will  again  shine  upon  them.  It  has  been 
sometimes  feared  that  the  repeated  and  accumulated  trials  and 
difficulties  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  might  ultunatdjr 
induce  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society  to  withdraw  fiom 
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Grcai  Namaqoakiid,  ai  the  Londoa  VMonuj  Societj  dii 
•mnl  yean  ngo*  If  tliis  sfiould  ever  be  the  otte,  it  will  be  • 
daik  day  for  tbat  ooontry.  Let  ua  ratber  eheriib  tbe  bope  Ibit 
tbe  frieoda  of  Missions  will  come  forward  to  liable  tbe  Goo* 

mittee  to  strengthen  tlu-se  important  stntions,  and  cnrry  on  the 
work  on  a  scale  more  commensurate  with  the  demands  for  relijrious 
instnietion  ;  and  then  we  ^hall  liave  reason  to  nuticipat"'  tli.-it  for 
prosperity  and  blessins:  the  future  will  not  only  be  as  the  past« 
but  tiiitHi  mnre  abtnidnnt. 

^^  liatcver  may  be  the  course  of  events  in  future,  it  i?  m.^ttr-r 
of  gratitude  that,  notwithstandinp:  the  diflfiruUies  and  privation* 
with  which  they  have  had  to  contend,  the  Missiooanes  who  hare 
been  aaooessively  appointed  to  Xanaqualand  liavc  not  laboured itt 
Tain,  nor  spent  their  strength  for  nou<^ht.  MaUitiid»  of  r^inrrrr^ 
bare  been  savingly  converted  to  God,  an  enlarged  apifil  of 
Christian  liberality  baa  been  excited  among  tbe  people,  and 
nany  have  lived  and  died  in  the  faith  and  bope  of  tbe  GoapcL 

In  oonnexioo  with  every  station  annnal  Miaaiottaiy  Meetinga 
*nte  bdd,  and  the  people  are  trained,  from  the  beg^iuning,  to  do 
their  ntoiost  towards  the  support  of  the  Gospel  asKNig  tbcM* 
adres,  and  to  help  to  send  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth.  On  these  occasions  there  are  soinetimra 
remarkable  dif*plnys  of  nati%e  eloquence  niii!  nnl  rht1iu«i.sMn  in 
the  j^ond  caii^o  ;  and  nlthoiifrh  coined  momy  is  «iiniO»l  unku'^vi^Ti 
amoni:  tlu^  people  in  the  intf  n»>r,  th^^y  srive  freely  of  ^neli  tl.tnir^ 
ns  thry  have.  I'rom  tin-  li^t  of  offerinL:^  ^ip-'ioiiteti  itt  Jhr  r  r*l 
Missionary  Meetinj^  ever  held  at  Nisljctt  Bath,  the  follow  in  m 
an  extract : — 10  oxen,  3  cows,  1  bnU,  %  heifen,  4  calves,  147 
aheep,  59  goats,  and  aondry  skins  and  o*treh  feath^r^  tba 
pmeeds  whirh  nmnnT^ted  to  the  atun  of  £67  14a.  m 
favour  of  tba  Miaiion  (and. 

On  tbe  IM  of  llay>  1855.  nnoUier  interasting  Mtssionny 
Meeting  waa  brld  at  Kiabett  Bath,  when  aevenl  of  tbe  Native 
Teacheni  and  otben  took  a  part  in  the  proeeediBga»  and  spoke 
with  good  efibet  to  tbe  beaita  and  eenadenoea  of  their  feOov> 
ooontnnau  Tbe  feUowing  aie  n  lew  apeehnena  of  tbe 
obsmatidba  Bade  on  tbe  ooeaaion,  as  tian^Iatod  by  tbe  Bcv,  IL 
TindttU  {— 
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Tiraotheus  Snrpuvo,  l>olilui^  in  his  hand  a  Report  of  the 
"Cape  of  Good  Hope  District  Auxiliary  Missionaiy  Society,** 
said, — "  I  am  ashamed  of  myself.  I  stand  here  wltik  sonow ; 
for  I  know  that  I  come  rery  far  short  of  what  I  once  was.  I 
was  left  in  Daroaraland  when  the  Miwionaries  were  recalled^ 
nnd  I  became  entangled  with  the  things  of  this  world.  I  fell 
into  the  mates  of  the  wicked ;  and  I  now  feel  that  my  only  hope 
la  in  the  merqr  of  God.  I  know  this,  that  there  is  salvation 
for  me»  for  the  blood  of  Christ  was  shed  for  me  on  the  cross; 
and  that  althongh  I  am  a  sinner,  God  is  willing  to  accept  me 
unto  eternal  life.  This  eneoumges  me  to  begin  afinesh,  and 
leads  me  to  devote  myself  from  this  day  to  the  work  of  Got], 
and  to  resolve  that  as  lon^^  as  I  live  I  will  hv.  His.  This  is 
God's  work.  It  is  His  will  that  all  people  should  know  Ilia 
word.  We  should  be  williiij;  to  assist  in  this  work.  In  other 
lands  Tnniiy  people  assist,  and  the  poor  are  the  nrrf-nt  sn{,ipnitiTs 
of  the  work  of  God.  I  have  seen  what  poor  prople  have  done 
in  Cape  Town.  One  will  catch  a  fish,  another  will  sell  some  tire* 
wood,  and  another  will  do  a  piece  of  work,  to  get  some  money 
for  sending  the  Gospel  to  the  heathen.  There  yon  may  sec 
little  boys  and  girls  goin^  about  with  their  boxes  and  books, 
collecting  money  for  the  Misaionaiy  Society ;  and  this  Beport 
tells  how  much  each  of  them  gets  in  a  year.  Here  ate  their 
names.  Let  ns  copy  their  example ;  let  us  labour  to  get 
something  to  gi?e.  This  is  a  work  of  faith  and  a  work  of 
love.  We  know  what  the  Bible  says  :  'The  Loid  loveth  a 
cheerful  giver.'  We  must  give  in  lovfs.  We  know  what  we 
gfive  for.  We  ^ve  to  Christ,  and  for  the  support  of  His  ser- 
vauta  j  to  buy  ilwii'  waggons,  oxen,  and  food,  and  to  send  out 
more.  This  is  not  a  tax,  it  is  a  free-will  offering.  We  give 
not  from  eoinpulsion,  but  from  love." 

Cupido  Kaffir  said,  *'  Nol)ody  drives  me  to  speak.  I  found 
the  desire  from  the  Lord  behind  a  bush.  I  give  every  year, 
but  lose  nothing  by  it.  I  give  to  the  work  of  God.  I  will 
give  with  all  my  heart.  I  want  to  give  something  for 
each  of  my  children,  but  I  fear  I  shall  come  short.  There  is 
that  infant  that  was  baptized  yesterday.  I  should  like  to  give 
something  for  him,  but  I  am  afraid  I  shaU  not  be  able.  Since 
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I  left  the  world  I  have  been  blessed.  T  havr  Ix-en  living;  witli 
the  Miasioimry.  I  did  not  come  to  live  with  him  throti-h  want, 
but  becnuse  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  aasifi  him.  Wkat  was  I  before 
I  came  here  ?  I  was  a  poor,  ignorant  sinner.  T  nerer  prayed, 
my  children  were  not  taught,  and  I  lived  wiihoot  God.  Now 
I  know  God»  I  pniy,  and  my  ehildfen  am  tnnghi.  O  thai  «« 
were  all  praying  people  I 

Hendrick  VVindetand,— I  have  not  mneh  to  ny,  fcr  I  havo 
not  more  knowled^  than  the  elden.  We  have  heard  how  auny 
atationa,  Miestottariea»  membefa,  teachert,  and  adiool  ohtldnn 
there  are  in  onr  Society.  We  are  also  numbered.  Oar  IGa- 
aionnries  are  included.  We  are  alt  one.  Atl  the  alationa  hato 
one  God,  one  worship,  one  fnith,  one  ba])tism,  and  the  tame 
experience.  AVe  prny,  '  Lord,  appear  in  rvcry  Und  ;  send  Thy 
word  to  all  tlie  people,  to  all  the  heathen.'  For  this  pnrpoic 
we  ^ve,  so  r  uii(ler<ifnnd  it.  Mis«ionnri(  s  hnvi»  l>ern  nt  preat 
Inboiir  and  t  \peii<e  to  teach  us,  so  that  we  mi^fht  knew  GckI, 
und  pray,  and  believe,  and  work  righteousness.  We  cannot 
•ay  anything  against  giving.  We  are  changed.  Our  former 
iKlings,  customs,  and  works  are  chnn^rf'd  We  have  beard, 
peeeived,  and  believed  the  word  of  tnith.  The  liord  has  given 
\is  understanding.  The  work  is  of  God.  He  (Int  calU  the 
Hiasionaries,  gires  them  underalanding,  teal,  and  a  deaiin  to 
teach  ainnere.  They  came  and  tanght  na;  bni  at  first  wa 
turned  onr  backs ;  then  the  Lord  drew  ns,  and  we  beeama  His 
people.  We  shall  have  no  loas  by  giving  to  God.  All  we 
haYe  ia  given  to  us  by  FHm.  It  is  better  to  giro  to  God  than 
to  have  Him  take  from  us.  If  we  are  rreedy  towards  God.  He 
will  lake.  We  must  give  with  willingness  and  consistent^ 
with  onr  prayers.*' 

Fre«ltili-k  Matron, — '*  1  will  say  my  f»n-Iiitfii.  I  nil!  «j>enV 
accordin_'  ti»  (iod's  word.  1  do  n^^t  sjvaV  tn^ni  kiiniiug  or 
much  niiili  r-fnndinir,  but  from  what  I  ft-rl  tj;  n^y  he^iTl,  We 
have  ln.ard  tl  r  nnniber!*  of  nil  tlie  Soc  iety,  and  tlie*r  meet- 
ings are  fur.  We  used  to  say,  *  Why  should  I  giie  my  cnttlc  to 
go  away  to  other  people,  wbcu  we  get  nothing  back  for  thrm^ 
We  thought  so,  because  ne  did  not  feel  the  truth.  Ailcnrards 
«•  felt  that  Christ  iicdfornasthenwofeltthatvo  oavU 
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give  our  oxen,  our  sheep,  and  other  things  ;  ami  il"  v, c  i,mvi  two 
oxen  ciud  numy  sheep,  ytl  we  sulFer  no  loss.  We  get  loi"  them 
what  we  most  need  and  desire,  and  we  want  others  to  get  the 
same, — Bubhnien,  and  Kafhrs,  nnd  Damaras,  and  all  the  people 
of  the  eartli.  I  often  think  i  should  like  to  go  m^seli,  aud  give 
them  the  word  of  God." 

Jan  Ortman, — "  We  have  the  word  of  God;  but  it  is  not 
enough  for  us  to  have  it.  If  we  are  praying  people^  we  must 
do  as  we  have  been  done  to.  We  must  give  as  we  have  received. 
Other  people  have  souls  as  well  as  we ;  if  they  do  not  get  the 
word  of  God,  their  souls  will  perish.  Oar  possessions  are  all 
God's.  Do  not  think  we  get  anythbg  from  ourselves.  We  are 
bora  naked,  and  so  have  nothing  from  ourselves.  We  most 
help  one  another.  If  we  do  not  give,  we  shall  suffer  loss  our^ 
selves,  snd  be  of  no  use  to  others.  We  must  not  think  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  others.  We  are  all  6od*s  work.  IPormerly 
our  fathers  were  like  wild  beasts  ;  they  lived  in  the  bush,  wore 
no  clothes,  had  no  waggons,  nor  horses,  nor  guns,  were  iguouiat, 
and  were  always  fighting  with  each  other.  What  a  change  do 
we  see  now !  (iod  has  done  it.  We  bury  our  dead.  Our 
fathers  used  to  h  ave  them  for  tlie  lions  and  jac  kals.  It*  none  of 
you  ever  saw  anything  of  that  kind,  1  have.  1  saw  an  old  woman 
once  left  unburied,  and  the  wolves  came  in  the  night  and  ate  ^ 
the  body ;  bat  we  did  not  think  anything  about  it.  I  have 
seen  mneh  poverty  in  the  Cape ;  hut  none  of  you  ave  so  poor* 
Ton  can  all  give,  but  yon  do  not  want  to  give.  Shame  I  I  know 
yon  Bundle  Zwaarts ;  yon  hold  yourselves  as  if  you  were  poor; 
but  yon  are  not  so  poor  as  many  of  the  people  of  other  lands 
who  send  you  the  Gospel.  And  many  of  yon  give  poor  and 
little  things.  They  that  might  give  oxen  give  calves  aud  sheep, 
and  they  that  might  give  sheep  give  bamboos  and  skins,  and 
they  that  might  give  skins  give  nothing  at  all.** 

Job  Witboy, — "God's  word  is  all.  It  is  only  from  God's  word 
that  I  see.  I  see  nothing  good,  or  great,  or  tiuu  m  tlic  world. 
All  truth  aud  beauty  is  in  the  word.  I  have  tasted  the  good- 
ness of  God  and  t\iv  happiness  of  salvation.  I  got  my  experi- 
ence with  tears.  I  first  felt  for  myself,  and  then  I  began  to  teel 
lor  others.  I  desired  that  they  might  feel  what  1  felt.  I  prayed 
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for  them  wit!i  tear?,  and  when  I  could  not  sriul  nnything  else  I 
sent  my  pniyera.  Tliiiik  of  the  stntc  of  tin-  hoatlicn.  Tlinr 
are  blind,  and  though  tlicy  stand  at  the  mouth  of  the  pit,  ibtj 
cannot  see  the  danger  that  liea  before  them.  Let  us  give  tliea 
cyea.  We  say  that  \\  c  have  n  willing  hcnrt.  I>et  us  then  givs 
a  proof  of  it,  a  proof  of  our  lore,  and  of  the  sincerity  oC  oar 
prayers." 

At  this  meeting  eighteen  bead  of  cattle,  thirty-five  tlieep  Mud 
goats,  ten  shtUingt  in  cash,  and  eight  wooden  bowla  were 
eontribated.  The  spirit  which  charaeteriiad  the  entire  pmeed* 
ings  would  have  done  honour  to  Torkshite  or  Cornwall. 

Bat  the  best  kind  of  fratt  resulting  from  miaiiottafy  labour 
is  seen  in  the  holy  lives  and  happy  deaths  of  converted  natives. 
Many  affect  ill  i;  instuncca  nw^]ii  bo  given  did  <i)iu\'  pcnnit.  A 
few  remarks  in  reference  lo  the  last  days  of  one  of  tlic  oldr^ 
Namnq\in  ron verts,  with  whom  I  was  wcii  acquainted,  BMy 
ajjpropriately  cId^c  thf  present  chapter. 

(i\rt  Links  has  breii  already  mentioned  «ts  one  of  the  ciders 
of  the  native  church  tit  Lily  Fountain  station ;  and  I  shall  nev«r 
forget  his  earnest,  glowing  address  at  a  pubUe  oieethig,  in  which 
he  oontraated  the  past  and  the  pretent  state  of  the  tribe  la 
which  he  bdouged,  and  the  wonderful  change  which  had  be«l 
9  ,  prodnoed  by  the  Gospel.  He  had  kmg  walked  in  the  wtjy  to 
heaven  as  a  consistent  Chriattaa ;  and  soon  after  my  last  twH  to 
Namaqnahind,  he  sickened  and  died.  Ua  was  dirindy  snetitnad 
and  comforted  daring  a  long  and  painfnl  Ulness,  and  he  alwaja 
received  the  risits  of  his  Minister  with  grstitnda  and  joy.  WhcB 
old  Oert  felt  that  his  end  was  drawing  near,  he  sent  a  BWSieBfer 
to  call  the  Missionary,  as  he  had  tomething  partieolar  to  cook 
municate  to  him  before  he  died.  Mr.  Bailie  immediately  went 
to  ki^  hut,  which  was  about  fuui  miles  from  Bi  the)  ;  on  entering 
which  hr  fduiul  the  dyin^  Chriitian  happy  in  (iod,  but  very 
weak.  He  faintly  whispered  that  his  Teaclier  was  nlmo^t  too 
late,  a-*  Ids  speech  had  nearly  left  him.  llis>  frii-mls  then  rai**^ 
him  np  to  a  tittini;  posture,  and  he  proevedf  tl  to  relate  hit 
views  and  feelings  respiting  a  future  state  of  being,  and  tha 
truth  of  the  Gospel.  I  shall  not  trouble  the  reader  with  tha 
atrm^  Jargon  in  which  ha  apokc^  bnl  lha  laarinwiy  of  lha 
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^jfing  NatDAqna,  as  nsndered  into  plain  EDglisIi  by  the  Ifii- 
■aionaiy  who  visited  him,  was  as  follows;— I  have  at  thia 
moment  a  particular  imptession  of  the  immortality  of  the  soqL 
My  body  is  half  dead ;  I  have  lost  the  use  of  both  legs  and  of  one 
4urm ;  and  if  my  soul  were  not  immortal^  it  would  be  half  dead 
.also ;  but,  instead  of  that,  I  am  constantly  thinking  of  God  and 
His  service,  and  of  the  love  of  Christ ;  and  I  can  think  with 
^eat  freedom  and  ease.  I  have  a  special  couvicUon,  also,  that 
the  Bible  is  God's  book,  and  its  precious  truths  are  constantly 
running  throng ii  my  mind,  and  ail'ord  me  great  comfort.  I  see 
now  more  clearly  than  ever  that  the  Missionaries  are  not  com- 
mon men,  but  they  are  the  servants  of  God  sent  to  us  by  llim 
.to  declare  His  word."  And  then  looking  round  upon  the 
.people  who  had  assembled  to  hear  his  last  words,  the  good  old 
man  said  to  them  with  all  the  energy  of  which  he  was  capable : 
Pay  great  attention  to  the  word  of  your  teachers,  and  remem- 
ber that  they  speak  in  the  name  of  the  Saviour."  Being  quite 
exhausted^  he  had  only  power  to  add,  '*  I  have  done."  He  was 
now  gently  laid  down  again,  and  about  an  hour  afterwards  his 
spirit  departed  in  the  full  assurance  of  hope.  *'  Blessed  are  the  . 
^ead  that  die  in  the  Lord." 


CHAPTM  VIII. 

'£jU}OMEfts  of  the  Work  nt  the  Cape — Educational  Department — Sdiool 
Exauiinations — Languages  aud  Translatiuiis — Progress  of  Civilization 
— SpiriliuJ  llc8Qlt«  of  tlic  Gosjiel — Alissiouaiics  raised  up — Arrivals  and 
Departures— Deaths — Foilare  of  IJcalth— Rktukn  TO  EitOLAlin— 
iBnbtfkstioa— St.  Hckna^Asoensbn — ^Airival  it  SoatbtoipCoifc— 
•CoMCLUDUQ  OsssBVATioas^RetrMpcet— Appetl. 

Tub  invervals  between  my  respeetive  visits  to  the  interior 
<if  Southern  Afiriea,  and  several  yean  afterwardsj  were  spent  ia 
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earnest  effort^  to  consolidate  and  extend  onr  missioiuuy  opm* 
tions  in  Cape  Town  and  neighbourhood.  In  these  evangeUcil 
kboun  I  WW  noblj  aqppoited  tod  aided  by  belovMi  bee- 
tbm  in  tlie  minietiy,  and  also  by  tbe  IfiadoB  aeliool  tcMbmb 
Local  Pkeaoliera,  and  Leaden;  and  it  ie  pbaeing  to  know  tbat 
our  onited  laboiin  were  not  in  wn  in  the  Loid.  On  alnioat 
eteiy  etation  in  the  District  we  weie  favoured  to  eee  the  congio- 
gations  impfOTe  ;  and,  alChougli  the  progrete  of  tbe  work  wao 
not  rapid,  it  was  steady,  and  r ach  successive  year  witnessed  an 
accession  of  promising;  nn  inhers  to  tlie  church. 

But  the  most  encour.i^ing  and  liopcful  dcpnrtuuui  of  our 
work  wns  that  winch  pertained  to  the  trainincr  up  ot*  the  ris'itig^ 
geiicriition.  T^ffcrcnce  has  nlrfn<ly  been  made  to  our  interesting 
and  prosperous  Sabbath  schooU  in  (.ape  Towu.  These  useful 
institutions  were  not  only  cxteftded  io  the  rural  districlA.  but 
the  noaber  of  day  schoob  was  tnercased,  and  we  had  nltiiiiatelr 
one  in  connexion  with  ereiy  principal  station.  At  an  early 
period  the  CokHiial  QoTemmeat  eiteiided  its  festering  can 
diatrict  scbools,  for  the  edncationof  tbe  ddbban  of  tbabigbv 
deseea  of  society :  and  when  it  awoke  to  the  tmpoitanca  ami 
necessity  of  doing  something  mora  for  the  tnstmctiiNi  of  tkepoaPt 
we  put  in  oar  claim,  in  common  with  other  religions  bodies,  and 
olitained  grants  in  aid  Ibr  sixteen  day  schools.  This  was  a  prrat 
help  to  lis,  and  considerably  relieved  the  funds  of  the  parent  Mis- 
sionary Society,  as  in  uiany  instances  the  Government  ^ruui  and 
the  children's  school  penci  i  ntirt  ly  supported  the  institutions. 
In  the  absence  of  a  normal  school  lur  the  training  of  native 
teachers,  we  did  nur  Ix  st  !»y  ]>ri\nte  in*»truct ion,  nud  hy  fnc- 
ijuently  visilini;  tiie  xdiools  to  imjirovr  o»ir  ri::»  nt«»,  ami  more 
fully  to  prepare  them  for  their  nuportaut  work.  On  our  countiy 
stations  we  weie  obliged  to  conunenoe  by  giving  ckmeatary 
stniction  in  the  native  lan^^iHi^  of  the  people ;  bnt  in  aceordanea 
with  the  requirements  of  GoTemment  and  our  own  conTictioaa 
of  dnty,  we  invariably  strote  to  lead  oi»r  piqiila  on  to  s  know* 
ledge  of  the  Englisb  tongna.  Xotwilbstsinding  tbe  diffionltiaa 
with  wbtcb  wo  bad  to  oootend.  we  snceeeded  in  tbe  ednsntional 
dspaiinMnt  of  our  work  Hur  beyond  what  many  wonld  anppoee  i 
fcr  wbilst  mm  of  onr  adMMls»  espenally  in  tbe  mial  distriela^ 
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were  mwk  below  what  we  could  bare  desired,  others  in  tbe- 
towns  and  villages  were  of  a  very  mpeetable  oharaoter. 

With  a  view  to  raider  our  Mission  schools  as  efficient  as- 
possible,  the  resident  Ministers  on  the  respective  stations 
geoeratly  visited  tbem  once  a  week ;  and  I  made  it  a  part  of  roj 
duty  to  examine  tliem  at  stated  periods.    On  the  occasion  of 
the  annual  examinations  I  c^eneiiiUy  arranged  to  have  a  few 
rewards  to  distribute,  aLCoidiug  to  tlie  respective  merits  of  the 
scholars.    On  entering  the  school  I  have  often  been  amused  to- 
obs{  r\  e  llu;  (  arnt  dtncss  witii  which  the  children  would  cast  their 
little  sparkling  eyes  on  the  carpet  bug  which  I  carried  in  my 
hand,  as  if  they  were  already  calculating  on  the  quantity  or 
quality  of  its  contents.  When  the  various  exercises  in  reading, 
vnitiog,  arithmetic,  geography,  history,  &c.,  were  finished,  tlie- 
presents  were  spread  out  on  a  form,  and  the  sohohirB  were  called 
up  two  and  two,  boys  and  girls  alternately,  and  aUowed  to  bave- 
their  choice  of  articles,  according  to  the  order  in  which  the 
teacher  could  recommend  them  as  to  diligence,  punctuality,  good 
behaviour,  and  progress,  during  the  year.   While  this  process 
was  going  on  in  some  of  our  schools,  a  physiognomist  or  philo- 
sopher might  have  contemplated  the  scene  with  interest,  and 
speculated  upon  human  nature  ns  there  exhiljited  to  view,  in  a- 
rising  generation  just  emerging  from  heathen  darkness.  Some 
would  take  considerable  time  to  examine  the  intrinsic  value 
of  a  book  or  other  article  before  they  made  tiieir  choice,  whilst 
others  were  ciuried  away  by  outward  appearnnces,  and  at  onctr 
fixed  upon  that  which  was  most  gay  and  showy  in  form  or 
colour.    The  school  presents  generally  consisted  of  articles  of 
wearing  apparel,  remnsnts  of  printed  calico,  little  books, 
thimbles,  needles,  pens,  pencils,  &c.,  which  were  kindly  supplied 
by  the  frknds  of  Missus  in  England.  On  behalf  of  these  dear 
African  children  I  desire  to  express  our  obligation  to  Mrs- 
Hoole  of  London,  Mrs.  Simon  of  Jersey,  Miss  Beard  and  Mis» 
Mitchell  of  I'reshwat«r,  Mrs.  G.  Bore  of  Newport,  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  to  many  unknown  Mends,  for  valuable  packages  of' 
presents  forwarded  from  time  to  time  for  our  Mission  schools  in 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  District.    The  most  valuable  parcel  of 
school  presents  that  ever  came  to  hand,  wad  uu£  which  con- 
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•taii.ed  a  iiiinil)(  r  of  useful  liule  gaiincuts,  the  result  of  a  noble 
biiciiliec  lUiidv.  by  a  few  boys  and  girls,  who,  with  the  consent 
of  tlicir  pnrtnts,  denied  tlicinselvcs  the  sprntification  of  fogar  in 
their  tea,  and  butler  on  their  bread,  for  a  statu!  period,  that  llic 
anrount  thus  saved  might  be  spent  in  pnu-uriiig  eluthin;^  for 
iittie  destitute  Africau  children.    When  the  letter  was  read  ta 
•the  school,  previous  to  the  disthbotion  of  the  articles,  stating tbe 
menns  by  which  they  had  been  procured^  and  the  rootires  witk 
*which  they  were  sent,  tean  atretmed  down  many  a  sable  V, 
at  the  thought  that  they  were  thoa  remembered  and  ioved 
by  their  little  white  brothen  and  aialeia  in  England ;  wad  they 
lequeated  at  onoe  that  a  nie»aage  of  gntitiide  and  lotie 
be  sent  to  their  benelketon,  which  waa  done  aooonlingly. 

Intimatdy  connected  with  tho  educational  dep&rtmeal  of 
cnissionaiy  labomr  ia  that  which  rdatea  to  the  atndy  of  kn- 
gunges,  and  the  providing  of  a  natire  literatore  Ibr  the  people 
of  our  charge  in  foreis^  lands.  In  Southern  Africa  the  Mb- 
sionaries  preach  to  the  peoj)le  in  four  or  tlve  different  Knugua^s; 
an.l  akhough  they  are  alive  to  the  importance  of  diffntinf  as 
much  as  possiible  a  knowledge  of  thr  KnjrhVh  tonciie,  thrv  tind 
it  absolutely  necessary  in  the  iiiean  time  to  j)ro\it.ir  bool^  for 
the  people  in  the  vernacular  ditdcets  of  t'ne  re-^peclivc  eountncs 
where  they  labour.  Whilat  our  esteemed  bathn  u  bcyood  the 
•eastern  frontier  were  engaged  in  translating  the  Scriptma*  attd 
preparing  hymns  and  lehool  books  in  Kathr  and  Sechiiana,  soma 
of  the  Misaionaries  at  the  Capo  were  tealou«ly  pcribnning 
aimilar  acrricea  for  the  Hottentots  and  Bntch-apeakinK  poAM 
of  their  people.  Something  conaiderable  had  been  done  in  tUa 
way  pravioot  to  my  arrival  in  South  Afrien;  and  dnring  thn 
,period  of  my  connexion  with  the  Cape  of  Good  Hop*  INilnct» 
41  new  Hymn  Book,  the  Conlerenea  Cateehiaaaa^  aemni  aehool 
books,  and  a  number  of  tmeta,  wore  printed  in  Dnieh.  aa  wal 
as  u  Grammar  and  some  portions  of  Scripture  is  Namaqiaa 
lluUcutot.  The  last  nauicil  work^s  wvrv  fruiu  :.><.■  jx  n  fif  the 
Rev.  Henry  Tindall,  who,  together  witii  tlie  llev.  .Me>«r», 
Haddy,  Cameron,  Rulgill,  and  Rid^Mfale,  tool  an  active  p-irl  tti 
lianslating  and  putting  through  the  press  the  iiutch  publica* 
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lions  required  for  the  use  of  our  people  in  the  public  worship  of 
€rod,  in  their  families,  and  in  the  schools.* 

The  adTsnoement  of  the  people  in  civilization^  and  in  the 
knowledge  of  Christianity,  as  well  as  in  the  higher  walks  of 

•experimental  religion,  being  an  object  which  is  constantly  kept 
in  view  by  our  Missionaries,  it  commended  itself  to  the  approval 
cjf  nil  classes  of  the  conmiunity  ;  and  I  am  liappy  to  say  that  in 
the  prosfcutioti  of  our  woik  we  never  met  with  the  slightest 
interruption  from  the  Governnieiit  authorities  or  others.  ])ur- 
ing  ray  residence  in  the  Cape  Colony,  the  Governors  wlio  ruled 
in  succession  were  Sir  Harry  Smith,  Charles  H,  Darling,  Esq.» 
Sir  George  Cathcart,  and  Sir  George  Grey,  all  of  whom  mani* 
Tested  a  friendly  interest  in  the  object  of  our  Mission.  Indeed, 
his  Exeellenoy  Sir  George  Grey  was  more  than  friendly.  He 
was  the  zealous  promoter  and  benevolent  patron  of  religious 
instruction^  general  education^  and  social  progress  among  the 
aatives.  The  first  cheque  that  he  drew  upon  the  bank  after 
his  arrival  in  South  Africa  was  for  five  pounds,  as  a  present  to 
treat  the  children  of  our  Mission  sdiool  at  Somerset  (West); 
who  went  out  in  a  boc^  to  show  their  respect  for  him  as  the 
representative  of  Queen  Victoria,  on  his  entering  the  village, 
and  to  sins:  the  national  anthem.  This  was  only  one  of  many  • 
^ts  of  kindness  and  benevolence  to  our  Mission  which  I  could 
enumerate,  to  say  nothing  of  the  personal  iViendly  intercourse 
which  I  frequently  had  with  him,  and  of  whicii  I  shall  ever 
cherish  a  pleasing  remembrance. 

•  A  few  years  before  I  left  the  Cape,  my  friend  Mr.  Nichols,  of  46,  Iloxton 
Square,  London,  scut  ue  out  a  &aiall  Albion  pre&a ;  and  I  fitted  up,  at  my 
owa  expense,  a  little  printing  office  in  connexion  with  mj  own  itotion  wi 
Xmideboeelu  This  wst  of  great  aerrics  to  the  Uiidoii,  Hnrbg  Uught 
Bjieir  the  sit  of  printing  in  a  hnmUe  degree,  I  tpent  aU  tha  boiiit  of  re- 
laxation whieh  I  eonU  eommaiid  firnn  eloaa  mental  apptieatton,  in  attentioa 
to  this  eiareiaa.  I  lnonght  ont,  in  a  short  time,  Rales  and  Regulations  for 
the  Management  of  the  Lily  Fountain  Missionary  Institution,  in  Dutch  and 
English,  sixteen  pages;  Rules  of  the  "Wcsltyan  ^Tcthodist  Society,  in  Dutch; 
a  number  of  hymns,  schedules,  tracts,  and  handbills,  in  both  laniriiagcs,  in 
-addition  to  the  Circuit  Plans,  nnd  a  vfiricty  of  other  papers,  fruia  year  to 
y<»r,  free  of  cost,  wliirh  \v;is  a  cuu&nlcrabk  saving  of  cipcnae  to  the 
^ciety,  aud  a  u&ciui  uu^iiiary  to  our  ysork. 
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KdAer  wm  the  lulwidiiMte  faaelioMnes  Itadcwwd  m  tc*- 
derin;  nt  tbeir  hearty  good-will  and  Ihdr  geomiB  wpport,  m 
a  nikteaot  to  the  Amiuil  Mlwioiitty  Bepori  will  abuidMitly 
testier.  ^Ite  the  ratdligniee  KMhcd  the  Ctpe  thet  the  C» 
fltiiotioQ  fteeuring  a  rcpreseutatire  Gove ni men t  was  at  length 
granted  to  the  Colony  by  the  Imperial  rariiatncnt.  the  Que*  i,*s 
birthday,  June  2  Hli,  1833,  was  set  »Tj)iirt  t.>r  •rcncnjl  n  joicini: ; 
and  the  scholars  of  nil  the  scliools  in  the  citv,  iiuuibfritii;  throe" 
thou.saud  live  ituiuired,  were  invited  to  a  treat  prepnrt-d  iW 
them  by  the  municipality  of  Cape  Town.  It  was  n  grand  sight 
to  behold  ten  thousand  people  cougregati d  on  the  pande,  ia 
front  of  the  stand  from  which  bis  Honour  Lieutenaat-Gomor 
Bexiiiig  and  other  gentlemen  delivered  inteiettiiig  eddmses ; 
and  the  Wealeyaa  Mission  echoole  oocnpied  n  pronuMttl  poii* 
tioiit  with  their  nepective  beaoere  Boating  ia  the  hieeae.  Aad 
whea  the  (net  Colonial  Perfiaaient  wee  iaaagaiated  oo  the  lai 
of  Ja]j»  1854«  Mn.  HoieCer  aad  I  leeeived  iafitatioae  aad 
eeide  of  adnieaioa,  to  witncea  the  iatoKstiag  eeieaioay,  m 
eoemoa  with  the  heade  of  other  teotioaa  of  the  ehaieh  aad 
their  families.  As  there  is  no  Estabtisbed  or  StaN  ChtiTfh  «t 
the  Cape,  so  there  is  no  distinction  made  by  the  Govcnimtul 
between  the  different  reHg:ious  boilic's,  so  far  as  honnnnWe 
recognition  is  eonet  rned  ;  nnd  it  is  hopetl  that  the  umc  wiU 
soon  eonie  when  all  orthodox  rrotcttnnt  Christian  ehnrcHes 
will  b«^  t rented  aiike  in  the  distribution  of  tinancial  aid  from  the 
colonial  chest. 

It  is  pleasing  to  contemplate  the  tangible  remits  of  mission* 
ary  labour  in  heatbea  landa,  as  they  appenr  in  the  evideat 
iaiproTeneat  of  the  temporal  eondition  of  a  |x^ople  who  larcira 
the  Ooepd  aad  realiae  ita  aaielioratiag  inflaeaeee;  hot  it  ia 
atiU  more  delightfal  to  witaeaa  aaviag  eooveiaiow  to  God»  aad 
the  iagathcrii^  of  pieeiaae  eoala  to  the  chaich  of  GhriaL 
Aad  whea  the  eooferta  to  the  fiath  of  the  Goapel  ava  thaaH^Nw 
called  to  be  tt^ndaTd^beaim  ia  the  army  of  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  it  ta  canse  of  yet  higher  exohation  aad  joy.  Ia  aD 
these  respects  we  had  cause  to  rejoice  that  our  UlMur  was  not 
m  vain  in  the  l.nnl,  on  our  respective  staljuus  at  the  (.  Ape  of 
^^N,^  Good  Hope.  C  hrutuu  village  have  been  sctilod  m  umuj 
ii 
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^plaoea  mhm  a  few  yean  ago  tlie  darkness  of  heathenism  pre- 
wied.  The  arte  of  civilized  life  have  been  tanghl  to  native 
Iribes  once  haiharons  and  savage  in  the  extreme.  Charches 
have  been  organized,  and  scbools  established  for  the  trnininj^  of 
the  rising  generation,  to  an  extent  wliicli  cannot  fail  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  best  results  in  time  to  eonie.  Anrl,  best  of  all, 
precious  souls  have  been  won  for  Christ  from  ahaost  every 
native  trihi;  in  Southern  Africa :  many  of  whom  Lave  been  found 
worthy  to  be  employer!  Trnrher^  and  l-i'<  a(  liers  for  the  bene- 
fit of  their  fellow  countrymen.  In  our  colonial  towns  several 
intelligent  and  talented  your\^  men,  themselves  the  fruit  of  mis- 
sionary labour,  have  been  called  to  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
-and  are  discharging  the  duties  of  their  sacred  calling  with  eredit 
to  themselves  and  advantage  to  the  people  among  whofn  they 
labour.  A  few  brief  notices  concerning  those  who  have  been 
thns  raised  np  in  the  District  of  which  I  had  c1iaxge»  may  be 
interesting  to  the  reader. 

The  Bev.  Henry  Tindall  accompanied  his  parents  to  Sonth 
Africa  whilst  he  was  yet  a  little  boy ;  and  his  revered  father,  the 
Bev.  Joseph  Tindall,  being  for  many  years  honourably  engaged 
in  our  Mission  work,  the  son  enjoyed  advantages  snperior  to 
-many,  and  was  in  early  life  brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of 
the  truth.  On  my  aniwil  at  the  Cape,  Mr.  H.  Tindall  had 
already  begun  to  preach,  and  his  early  pulpit  efforts  not  only 
met  with  general  acceptanee,  but  they  were  regarded  by  his 
friends  as  indicative  of  future  usefulness  in  the  church  of 
Christ.  The  anticipations  thus  raised  have  been  realized  in  a 
pleasing  manner.  At  the  District  Meeting  of  1S52, 1  had  the 
pleasure  of  proposing  him  as  a  candidate  for  onr  Ministry ;  and 
having  passed  his  examination  with  acceptance,  and  been  cor- 
dially received  by  the  British  Conference,  he  entered  upon  his 
•work  in  Great  Namaqnaland  with  commendable  zeal  and  per- 
•aeverance.  Having  f alfiUed  the  period  of  his  probation  m  a  man* 
ner  satisfactory  to  his  brethren  and  to  onr  people  generally,  he 
was  solemnly  ordained  to  the  fnU  work  of  the  Ministry  in  Bnrg 
'Street  chapel,  before  a  large  congregation,  on  the  8rd  of  June, 
1857  ;  and  lie  has  ever  since  been  usefully  and  honourably 
•engaged  in  missionary  labour,  chiefly  on  colouuil  stations. 
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Prom  Mr.  Tmdall'a  taperior  ediuiUoBal  ndvanUgM^  Ut  mn^ 
nte  knowledge  of  the  Englieb,  Daieli,  and  Xtnaqtia  lengufn* 
and  hit  mental  and  phyncal  adaptation  for  mwmnaiy  voikt  «e 
anticipate  for  him  a  long  and  8000618101  career  of  osefbbcaa  m 
that  part  of  the  Lord*8  rine^rud  when  hia  lot  it  coal  hi  tha 
order  of  Divine  Providence. 

The  Bev.  John  Thome  was  horn  in  the  roloiiy,  of  Methodist 
parents  originally  from  Kngland.  Wlicu  he  first  attmetcil  my 
notice,  he  was  a  little  boy  in  the  Sahhuth  j^chool,  awd  I  ©a*^ 
much  impressed  with  the  mnnner  in  which  he  recited  his  p'wr 
«t  tlie  unuiver?ar}'.  He  and  liis  interctsti:!;;  little  ?!*trrs  wrn.- 
among  the  first  who  joined  the  Bible  C  lass  which  I  I'omxd 
immediatelj  after  our  arrival  at  the  Cape.  As  young  Thome 
greir  op,  I  was  pleased  to  observe  his  aeriooa  deportment ;  and 
he  soon  became  a  decidedly  religious  character,  although  it  was 
not  till  some  time  afterwards  that  he  obtained  a  clear  sense  of  the 
iavoor  of  God.  When  I  oiganiaed  the  ■•Cape  Town  Wedepa 
Tooths*  Mental  Improvement  Societj,"  he  waa  one  of  the  fbit 
who  jdned  the  Aseoeiation ;  and  for  several  jears  he  hdd  Ike 
office  of  8eentar}'.  exhibiting  oonshkmble  skill  in  the  oonpoeH 
tion  of  his  esMys,  the  drawing  up  of  the  annual  tepofia*  and 
the  genend  discharge  of  his  duties.  Beiog  deeply  impressed 
with  the  conviction  that  the  Loni  had  a  work  for  John  Thorns 
to  tlo  in  His  vineyanl,  1  obtained  tlic  co!ir<  !)t  of  his  parenti  for 
his  Uiiug  pla(^;d  mow  fuUv  tiuder  lay  can-,  llial  I  nsi^-hl  ^iirec; 
him  in  his  sluJie?,  nml  aid  him  in  preparing  tor  f;;:  :rr  ii^-ful^ 
ncss.  I  gave  him  the  ehar<;c  of  a  M!««!<ni  »elti*ui»  which  he 
conducted  with  ethciency,  notwitbstandin.:  youth  ;  artt^  he 
soou  began  to  preach  with  acceptance,  lie  was  n-oeiired  by  the 
District  Meeting  and  ConH  rence  of  as  a  candidate  for  our 
Ministry ;  and  has  since  been  usefully  employed  in  miisioMij 
work,  fint  at  Bobertsoo,  and  afterwanU  at  T  .rgharsdoKpi» 
Wrom  his  genoine  pietj,  Christian  aimplictcj»  inditstiioiis  and 
atndiooa  habits^  and  RapcetaUo  awntal  cudmiiiieatSt  I  anii* 
eipate  for  him  a  nsefol  and  hononrsble  mtmionaiy  eaioer. 

The  Bora.  Meriek  D.  Edwards  and  WiIUmi  Xdwuda  (n) 
are  sons  of  the  TMenble  £•  Sdwards^  who^  aftsr  long  bsari^ 
thebudenand  heat  of  the  dqr » tha  high  plaoM  of  the  Mia* 
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non  field,  has  reoenily  retired  as  a  SuperoameraTy*  foil  of  yean 
and  full  of  honours.  Both  of  these  promisiog  young  men  wm 
biOQght  to  God  in  early  life ;  and  Fiederiek  waa  for  tone  time 
a  member  of  the  "Gape  Town  Wedeyan  Youtha*  Matnal 
Improvement  Society/'  before  which  he  read  aome  essays  of 
considerable  merit.  The  two  brothers  were  accepted  as  candi- 
dates for  our  MInistrv  by  the  Conference  of  1865  $  and  Fred- 
crick  has  fcone  to  labour  at  Swellendam,  and  William  has  been 
sent  to  Peddic,  in  ihv  Graliam's  Town  District.  Prora  their 
educational  adsaiUagcs  an<l  cfticiency  in  the  Dutch  lanp^ua^e, 
it  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  useful  especially  in  the  native  depart- 
ment of  the  worV. 

At  diiierent  f;(  i  i  ods  we  received  into  the  Cape  District,  dur- 
ing my  connexion  with  it,  esteemed  brethren  from  other  parts 
of  the  great  field,  who  came  to  our  aid  with  all  the  advantages 
of  practical  missionary  experienee.  The  Rev.  William  Barber 
arrived  from  Ceylon,  on  the  Sid  of  November*  1858,  in  a  feeble 
state  of  health.  The  change  of  climate  proved  beneficial  ta 
him ;  and  he  has  ever  since  continued  to  labour  with  acceptance 
first  at  Wynberg,  and  afterwards  at  Swellendam  and  Stellen- 
bosch.  The  Ber.  Messrs.  Cameron  and  Parsonson  came  Irom 
the  Eastern  Fn>?ince,  to  supply  the  places  of  the  fiev.  Messrs. 
Haddy  and  Bidsdale  on  their  return  borne;  and,  after  rendering 
Talnable  services  in.  the  Cape  District  for  several  years,  ono 
removed  to  England  and  the  other  to  Natal.  Since  my  depal^ 
tnre  from  I  lie  Cape,  the  Kev.  P.  Batchclor  has  arrived  from 
India;  and  my  friend,  the  Eev.  Samuel  llaidcy,  has  come  from 
Australia,  as  my  successor  as  General  Superintendent  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  District. 

The  only  Missionary  sent  out  direct  from  England  to  reinf  rco 
tiic  Cape  District  during  the  past  fifteen  years,  was  the  Tlcv.  Jolui 
Priestley,  who  has  laboured  faithfiiily»  and  been  made  a  bless- 
ing to  many ;  but  whose  experience  is  strikingly  illnstiauve  of 
the  viri'ssitudes  of  the  foreign  work,  whilst  at  the  same  time  it 
calls  for  the  sympathy  and  prayeia  of  the  friends  of  Missions. 
He  arrived  at  the  Cape  on  the  12th  of  December,  1865,  in 
company  with  the  Bfev.  Miessfs.  Stepli»)son«  Scott,  Dean>  and 
PordSge^  four  sealona  young  Missionariea,  who  were  on  tbeir- 
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way  to  India.  When  his  fellow-voyagers,  after  a  few  dajt  mk 
^hore,  had  proceeded  to  the  pUwe  of  Uieir  destination,  Mr. 
Priestley  commenced  his  labours  at  Rondebosch  in  the  tme 
nleiionaiy  tpirit;  and  by  hie  Chrbtkn  ttmplieiijr,  g«WM 
^nety^  end  genial  tpirit*  he  aoon  won  the  afledioiti  of  ov  pe»» 
pic.  He  was  afterwarda  appointed  to  the  chatge  of  onr  8um*a 
Town  atctioQ,  whem  he  hdioiiied  with  eqnal  acoaptaacB  and 
aoooeaa.  On  completing  the  term  of  his  probotion»  he  wna 
•oleDnily  ordained  to  the  fhll  work  of  the  IGniitfy  in  Wealey 
Chapel,  Burg  Street,  on  the  Hth  of  September,  1859:  and, 
having  been  iinited  in  nmrriage  to  a  voimg  laiiy  likr-mirided 
with  himself,  they  were  appointed  to  a  &Utiau  iu  (mat  Nama* 
qunlond.  The  oxen  and  wagf^ous  beiii^  ready,  and  vst  ty  fwe*- 
sary  preparation  liaving  befii  m.idf,  Mr.  am!  Mrs  rri«--lloy 
left  Cape  Town  on  Motui:iy,  tlir  I'.Mli  of  Soj.temlK'r.  ISj^^,  for 
their  distant  interior  sUtion.  On  the  following  morning  I  rode 
ont  to  tlieir  first  encampment,  and  after  breakfast  we  united 
in  prayer  and  pnuae»  and  took  an  affeetionale  leaio  of  eaeh 
•other,  little  thinking  that  some  of  lie  wonld  never  he  pai^ 
nitted  to  meet  together  again  in  this  worU ;  hut  to  it  was. 

For  ftfn  yean  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Friestlqr  pnrsoed  their  aidnows 
woih  vaidtit  many  diflknltiea»  arising  liom  pecnliar  orenmslnnoBa 
alieady  allnded  to ;  and  on  their  rotnra  to  the  calony»  to«»ia 
the  dose  of  1864,  they  were  appointed  to  SteUanboeeh,  whsm 
it  was  hoped  that  they  wonld  be  ikfonied  to  enjoy  for  soaM 
years  the  adTantagas  of  einlitad  aoeietr,  and  a  sphere  of  Ubour 
of  a  more  encourat^ing  character.  But  this  hope  was  not 
realized.  Thcv  had  scaroelv  heronic  M  illed  on  their  new  «»tnticm 
when  Mrs.  l*riestlf'y  was  seifftl  with  a  sovfrt-  illiir?*.  wliic'h  K-r- 
minaud  fatally  in  ihc  rour«c  of  a  few  days,  ."^hi-  CacA  Imj'i'V 
in  God,  ou  the  tJ3n!  of  K.hnian',  18f^5.  T\h  <li.vk  ir.is 
sevfrrlv  fHt  by  hrr  Urrra\f'd  iiuibaiid  ;  and  being  hunsell  in  a 
debilitated  state,  and  left  with  two  motherless  children,  l>e  was 
allowed  to  proceed  with  them  to  England  towards  the  close  of 
the  year.  They  arriv^ed  nt  Southampton  on  Fridsj»  the  19th  of 
January,  1866 ;  and  on  reeeinng  a  telegrapkie  meaaage  i  nnnm- 
dtatrly  went  Ofcr  to  welcome  my  aflidod  bioChar  with  bin 
Uhnt  chaifB  to  hb  native  ahons;  and  wo  wait  frsmnsdoaen 
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ttore  to  mlni^  our  pngren  and  pniaes  at  the  throne  of  tlie 
heaTenly  grace. 

This  affcotiiig  instance  of  affliction  and  bereaTemeut  recalls 
to  my  memory  many  others  which  I  have  witnessed  iii 

the  cotirsc  u[  a  ioiig  hie  ol  missionary  lalioiii',  1  have  now 
before  iiic  a  list  of  seventeen  esteemed  and  beluved  eolleagurs  and 
fellow-labourers  who  have  fallen  in  the  Mission  field,  or  wh  o  have 
been  called  to  rest  from  their  labours  soon  after  returning  to 
their  native  land,  viz.,  the  Kevs.  William  Kitchie,  Thomas  Dove, 
Thomas  Crosthwaite,  Abraham  Cooper,  John  CuUingford,  Kobert 
Crane,  John  Lee,  WiUiamBannister, Samuel  Durrie,  John  Mortier» 
James  Eathbone,  Joseph  Biggs,  Edward  Branston,  William  Hud- 
eon,  John  Blackwell,  Barnabas  Shaw,  and  Joseph TindaU»  besides 
many  other  memben  of  Hieeion  families.  If  apace  permitted, 
it  would  be  very  pleasant  to  linger  for  a  few  momenta  on  the 
nemoiy  of  snch  of  these  dear  departed  ones  as  hafe  not  been 
ahready  mentioned  in  these  records  of  ndssionary  labour.  The 
two  revered  brethren  last  named  finished  their  course  a  few  years 
ago  in  Southern  Africa ;  and  having  been  associated  with  them 
in  the  work  uC  the  Lord  more  intimately  and  for  a  longer 
period  than  usual,  I  cannot  pass  on  without  a  lew  wordb,  its  a 
humble  tribute  to  their  memory. 

The  TiEV.  Barn  A  HAS  Shaw,  the  zealous  and  devoted  pioneer 
Wcaleyan  Missionary  to  Southern  Africa,  was  for  many 
years  well  known,  by  his  earnest  pleadings  or  pathetic  com- 
munications, to  British  Methodists.  When  1  arrived  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  in  the  beginning  of  1S51,  he  had  recently  returned 
to  the  colony  for  the  third  time,  and  was  plodding  along  in  his 
Master's  work  as  best  he  could,  with  his  health  considerably 
impaired.  In  1864r,  his  increasing  infirmities  obliged  him  to 
retiie  as  a  Supernumeraiy.  During  the  remainder  of  his  life  he 
iraa  my  near  neighbour  at  Bondebosch;  and  I  had  fiequeni 
opportunities  of  witnessing  his  Christian  simplicity,  patience 
under  sufiering,  calm  resignatiott  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
his  firm  reliance  on  the  merits  of  Christ  in  prospect  of  dis^ 
solution.  He  finished  his  course  in  the  faith  and  hope  of  the 
Gospel,  on  tlie  21st  of  June,  155  7  ;  and  his  bi  luvid  wile  followed 
him  to  the  better  country  about  ibui*  years  afterwards. 
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The  Bit.  Jowh  Tihdau  wat  for  manj  ymn  m  aoit 

laborious  and  ntefol  Miasioiiary  in  Great  KamMttnlaad,  and  m 
tbe  Banaia  Goontiy;  and  when  fiufing  health  oblifed  hia 

to  relinquish  the  more  arduous  duties  of  nn  interior  statioo,  be 
was  appointed  to  a  colonial  Circuit,  lu  ilaa  position  hi- 
highly  respected  and  esteemed  by  his  brethren  in  the  Miuiylry, 
ant!  hy  the  people  amouL;  whoia  ho  laboured.  Aliho«*rh  he 
w;i=;  made  useful  by  such  -unices  as  he  was  able  to  render, 
whit-h  wrre  nlwnys  free,  chcfrful,  an<l  hearty,  his  CMstitutioa 
never  fully  recovered  from  the  iiguries  which  it  had  rocetred 
from  his  travels  and  expoeore  in  tbe  interior*  and  in  185ft  be 
was  obliged  to  retire  as  a  Snpemnmeraij.  He  cane  to  reside 
at  Bondeboadi,  near  Cape  Town,  where  he  still  rendered  vain* 
able  aid  in  eanjing  on  the  good  wori[,  aa  hie  bealth  would  pv» 
init.  I  bad  now  an  opportanity  of  seeing  htm  abnost  emj 
diyTt  and  oan  testify  to  his  Christian  deportment  and  genonl 
cxoeUenctea  of  ohaneter.  In  1860  he  was  bersawed  of  bm 
bdored  wife*  who  had  so  long  been  the  oompanxm  of  bis  jm% 
and  soROws;  and  in  tbe  eouise  of  the  ensoing  year  he  wan 
called  to  fbDow  her  to  the  heavenly  world.  He  died  soniewb^ 
suddenly,  but  happy  in  God,  wUcu  on  a  vUit  to  liii  um  at 
Bobertson,  ou  the  ^Mh  of  November,  1S61. 

Duringj  my  itsidcacc  at  the  Caj)c  I  l  ad  a!-o  to  ialLw  io  the 
«rnivc  many  u-^eful  members  of  our  rhurcli,  ^ome  of  whom  in 
life  and  in  dcatli  i^avc  pleas-ing  evidence  of  the  rt.  i:«  ;u  ratitig 
and  Mn(  ,  rig  power  of  Divine  ;;ratr.  Conariiii:^-  oiu-  r.iri;fly» 
eonnecied  with  the  native  dspartmeat  of  our  work,  with  which  I 
was  well  acquainted,  I  may  now  make  a  few  brief  remarks. 

John  Lutgens  was  a  ]noas»  derotedt  and  eonsistcnt  cbwdi 
member  and  Local  Pnaoher  in  connexion  wHh  cm  native  work 
at  Bondeboseh.  When  he  had  parmed  his  nseftti  coarse  far 
aefcral  jean,  and  commended  bimsdf  to  tbe  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  him,  a  hdy  came  to  me  one  ia^^ 
and  proposed  that  be  shodd  be  entirely  detoled  to  rdigioae 
wmk  as  a  Scripture  Beed«r,  believiiig  Uiat  in  this  eapacitv  ha 
mi^ht  be  made  still  more  useful.  I  regarded  the  proposal 
with  favour,  and  snid  I  '^liould  be  pbd  to  promcto  it,  if  the 
means  could  im  provided  fur  hia  support.    AUii«>ugh  ti»e 
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lady  was  not  a'  member  of  our  church,  she  generously  olTered 
to  contnbutp  the  «nra  necessary  for  tliis  purpose,  .€1  per  week, 
herself,  if  i  would  superintend  and  direct  his  labours.  Joha 
immediately  entered  upon  bis  delightful  work,  visiting  from 
house  to  house,  conversmg,  reading,  and  praying  with  all 
to  whom  he  oould  gain  access,  and  using  his  utmost  eflorts  to 
induce  them  to  attend  the  house  of  God,  and  to  send  their 
cbfldien  to  soho<d.  The  result  was  soon  seen  in  the  inciease 
of  oar  oongregatioDSy  and  in  the  general  improvement  of  the 
people. 

This  useful  native  labourer  had  pursued  his  delightful  work 
only  about  a  year,  when  he  sickened  and  died ;  but  I  am  thank- 
1^  to  say  that  he  died,  as  he  had  lived,  in  the  faith  and  hope  of 

the  Gospel.  He  was  held  in  such  high  esteem  that  his  funeral 
was  attended  by  a  large  concourse  of  people  (  f  all  classes  of  the 
community.  Among  the  rest  carae  the  neighbouring  Clergyman 
of  the  Church  of  England,  offering,  as  an  apology  for  the  liberty 
which  he  had  taken,  the  h\'i]\  r^Lrm  in  wlnVh  he  lield  the  departed. 
I  was  so  pleased  with  this  act  of  liberality  on  the  part  of  the 
the  reverend  gentleman,  that  I  asked  him  to  give  a  short  address 
in  our  chapel  to  the  assembled  multitude,  in  English,  after  the 
aervioe  had  been  read  in  the  native  language ;  which  he  did 
with  good  eflfect.  He  then  walked  with  me  in  the  funeral  pro« 
cession,  and  stood  by  my  side  whilst  I  read  the  remainder  of 
(he  serrioe  at  the  grave,  in  the  Bondebosch  churchyard ;  and 
on  our  return  home  the  Clergyman  took  a  part  in  the  Union 
prayer-meeting  held  in  the  Wesleyan  chapel  in  the  evening; 
Sndi  is  our  happy  freedom  from  sectarian  or  party  feeling  on 
aome  of  our  foreign  stations. 

Shortly  before  the  death  of  John  Lutgcns,  two  of  his  children 
died;  and,  within  a  short  space,  death  came  a  third  time 
to  that  hnmble  cottage,  near  to  my  own  residence.  The  victim 
this  time  was  the  afiiicted  and  son-owing  mother,  whose  double 
bereavement  had  enfeebled  her  body  and  crushed  her  spirits. 
But  Sophia  was  eminently  pious,  and  fully  prepared  for  her 
final  change.  This  was  the  last  death-bed  scene  that  I  wit- 
ansed  in  AMca,  and  I  shall  never  forget  the  calm  resignation 
and  the  unwavering  confidence  of  the  dear  sufferer*   On  one 
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oocation,  when  I  had  been  oommeiidiiig  lier  to  Qod  in  pnsjcr^ 
on  rising  from  my  kneee  I  endenTonred  to  epeak  to  her  a  km 
words  of  comfort  and  enoounij^c  ment,  lemindiDg  her  that  il 
would  not  be  long  before  ahe  would  meet  with  her  dear  d^ 
parted  friends  and  her  Httie  ones  in  heaven.  When  I  eeaaed 
to  speak,  she  looked  up*  and,  with  a  radiant  smile  upon  her  ema- 
ciated bronzy  countenance,  she  replied,  in  her  own  j)laintii'« 
language,  "/a,  Mijnltefr^  gij  »preekt  de  la/arh^ui :  /  v  Uh  hu 
in  hft  dal  (h  r  scJiadufC'  Jt.s  d  0(h  ;  j/iaar,  God  :ij  tiank,  het  is  ntct 
dnnkfr.  ^  fan  hel  einde  daarrnn  gchijui  heuwUche  'icht  ; 
linncn  kvrt  cal  ik  wet  den  lleer  roor  etuwuj  zlju."  \\\\ic\\  may 
be  thus  rendered  :  **  Yes,  Sir,  you  speak  the  truth  :  1  am  now 
in  the  valley  of  the  shadonr  of  death ;  but,  thnnV  God,  it  is  not 
dark.  I  see  heaTcoly  light  shining  in  at  the  other  end,  and  I 
ahall  soon  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord."  Soon  after  this  aha 
resigned  her  happj  spirit  into  the  hands  of  her  ?«*4rrnir. 
Thk  tt  bat  one  of  many  geouina  ooaTerts  to  the  fiutk  of  the 
Gospel  on  onr  Mission  stations,  who  have  been  foond  fiotUil 
unto  death,  and  who,  I  tmst,  wUl  be  our  joy  and  the  crows  of 
onr  rgotdng  in  the  day  of  the  Lotd  Jeans. 

On  serenl  of  our  South  Afriean  Mission  stations  wo  hava 
been  favoored  with  a  eheering  measure  of  success.  After  many 
changes  we  have  now  in  coiiucxiou  with  the  Cnjx^  of  Good 
Hope  District,  ten  Mlsxlouari'fi^  ttcetttif'^fn  chipe'f,  sij-trrn 
other  jirvachinfj-places^  iijr/tfn  hundrfd  church  mcrnl/en,  nrcr!jf 
thrrf  fhousand  Jicholars  in  tht'  Mission  scho4>ls,  OMd  Mil  doaiflnrf 

mi&H  TO  SXGULICD. 

Tt  will  not  be  surprising  to  any  one  ae(|uainted  with  tha 

nature  of  our  foreign  work,  and  the  effect  of  a  lengtbeued  resi* 

denoc  previously  within  the  tropica,  iLat,  after  nearly  thirty  years 
cf  such  continuous  labour  as  dcvolvej  ujwu  us,  our  hraltli  nud 
roDstitutions  b<*gnu  to  give  way.  In  my  uwn  cast-,  n*  mill  at 
in  that  of  my  dear  wife,  the  (silare  of  haiUh  might  be  traced  to 
over  exertion  ns  much  as  to  the  influence  of  forrign  climatcj.  In 
©Tciy  sphere  of  labour  which  we  l.nd  crrnpicd,  our  strength 

and  been  taxed  to  tha  utmost  to  met  tha  dflaaada  of  Ihi 
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Work ;  and  danxtg  our  nsidence  in  Southern  Africa,  I  liad  not 
only  tlie  charge  of  an  important  Circuit  for  ten  years  in  succes- 
sion, requiring  a  full  supply  of  ministerial  labour  to  sustnin 

its  various  interests  in  the  English  and  native  departments  ; 
but  my  ollicial  (lutits  iu  tlie  general  supLi  iuteiidency  of  the 
District  involved  considerable  care  and  responsibility.  I  luid 
to  visit  the  respective  stations  and  schools  at  stated  periods,  to 
correspond  largely  with  the  Migsionaries,  Government  oflicials, 
ami  the  General  Secretaries  of  tiie  Society  in  London,  as  well  a* 
to  attend  to  the  financial  affairs  of  the  District,  together  with 
occasional  services  for  my  brethren  on  the  frontier  and  in  Nuial, 
involving  an  amount  of  mriting  and  book-keeping  known  only 
to  those  who  hare  bad  practical  experience  in  auch  matters, 
economy  and  aeeuracy  being  of  the  utmost  importance.  These 
accnmnlated  labours,  with  the  exposure  consequent  on  travel- 
Vjkg  in  the  interior,  where  it  is  often  necessary  to  sleep  upon 
the  cold  ground  and  otherwise  to  endure  hardness,  resulted  in 
an  attack  of  illness,  accompanied  by  such  a  complete  prostra- 
tion of  strength  and  wearing  down  of  the  system,  as  rendered  it 
necessary  to  take  medical  advice.  Dr.  Abercrombie  *  candidly 
gave  his  opinion  that  no  considerable  iuiprovoment  conld  be 
expected  without  relaxation  from  my  arduous  labours,  and  a 
change  to  a  more  bracing  climate,  and  advised  our  retuni  to 
England  at  our  earliest  convenience.  This  announcement  t o  k 
tis  somewhat  by  surprise,  as  we  had  rL'lin<pii*hed  nil  thoughts 
of  ever  leaving  Africa.  After  due  consideration,  however,  we 
felt  it  to  be  our  duty  to  act  upon  this  advice,  the  health  of  my 

•  This  liberal-inindcd  aad  philanthropic  gcutleiuau  has  won  the  esteem 
and  love  of  all  who  know  him,  hy  hi**  kindness  to  the  jwor,  and  by  the 
readiness  with  which  he  coutus  forward  ou  ail  occasions  on  behalf  of  reli- 
gions  wd  churitaUe  institoliont.  For  mukj  years  past  Dr.  Abercrombie 
hu  generoittly  attended  tbe  'Wcsicyuu  UienoDarics  md  their  funflks  id 
Cape  Town  iStee  of  oharget»  beridet  oontribntiog  umnally  to  tbe  ftrndt  of  tbe 
Society,  md  ftcqoentlf  prendiDg  it  oor  pnblie  meetinga.  I  have  often  f«lt 
under  deep  obligatioD  to  him  for  his  kindness  in  promptly  and  tntHf  ftflbrd* 
ing  xnedical  aid  to  mj  brethren  in  tbe  IXetrietf  is  well  as  to  missionary 
visitors  who  have  been  on  their  way  to  or  from  India  and  Australia  ;  and 
T  hnvp  not  failed  to  report  the  same  to  the  Missionaiy  Commitlee  iu  Lon^ 
dou,  who  are  gnxtefalljr  sensible  of  bis  kindness. 


* 
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fit  ar  wife  he'in^  considerably  impaired  also  ;  and,  in  the  optuioa 
of  our  medic;ii  adviser^  rt^uitiug  a  change  lui  much  dj  mjjf 
own. 

"\V]5»>n  the  Missionary  Committef  in  London- were  wnde 
{it'i^uaiiitf  (1  with  the  state  of  the  case,  iKTini^sicu  was  gmnteti 
for  our  return  to  England,  in  the  kindest  possible  manner.  The 
General  Sccretancs  wrote,  *'  We  are  aonj  to  hear  of  the  s4>rioita 
failure  of  your  beaUli ;  and  oontidmns  jour  long  and  faithful 
aervioes  abroad,  we  cannot  urge  you  to  lemain  longer  to  tlie 
ii^ury  of  your  health.  Tou  are  at  liberty  to  return  to  Fngland 
alter  the  Diatriet  Meeting,  if  you  atill  Ibd  it  neoetsaiy  to  do 
ao.**  I  may  here  state  tbat  in  my  connranieatiQns  witli  tba 
bonoured  diieetort  of  the  Weakyan  Miaaiouary  Society*  I  hn% 
always  found  them  ready  to  meet  the  reaaonable  wiabea  of  thdr 
agents,  so  far  as  they  felt  they  oould  do  so  without  daaHge  to 
the  work  in  which  they  were  cngaj;e(l.  Having  given  a  sped* 
men  or  two,  in  the  early  part  of  this  vulunie,  of  the  kind  letteis 
which  I  received,  when  labouring  in  Africa,  from  the 

General  Sccu  taries  of  the  Society  for  the  tijue  bcin;^^  I  havfi 
pleasure  in  plneinjj  nnon  record  the  la^t  ofBcinl  ci^niuiuiiication 
{fddrcbSi  (1  to  me  at  the  Cape  of  (iood  Hope,  » \inriiifj  n?  it  doea 
the  same  care  for  the  comfort  and  weUaie  of  the  MissioBarieSi 

•*Lo>;dox,  Afflj  5fA,  1S60. 

"  My  dear  Bkotbxb,— Tours  of  the  Slst  of  Maicb  eamo 
duly  to  band,  and  gives  us  addiUooal  reason  to  pnise  yoor 
forethought  and  care  Ibr  tbe  worL  Amidst  the  dialmtioat  oC 
the  anniversary  week  you  will  haidly  look  for  a  loog  letter;  Imi 
I  am  unwilling  to  let  tbe  nail  leaf*  witbonl  a  liae  eniifeaabo  eC 
oar  hope  tbat  your  bealtb  ia  not  worse,  and  tbal  yoo  nagr  tid 
the  Toya^  home  senrieeable  to  you  and  Mrs.  Moialer,  akoold 
yon  still  find  it  necessary  to  take  it,  I  am  sorry  to  say  thai 
we  are  not  yet  provided  with  a  snrcessor  for  you»  nor  have  we 
tiuy  reasonable  prospt'ct  of  one  at  the  Conference.  }>U\  a  kiud 
rrovideiiee  undertake  for  u«  ! 

"Should  Mr.  W.  R.  l.ongden  hnvr  arrived  from  ]\>rl  Klira- 
beth  in  senreh  of  rtu  dirnl  advice,  1  am  sure  von  ^ill  l^^  hoppr 
to  render  him  any  aid  ia  your  power«  and  ao  «iU  all  Ihtt 
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ibiethieii.  Heaae  nmember  me  aifeetiooately  to  him,  and  sty 
we  liope  it  may  please  Ood  to  bkss  tlie  means  used  for  Ida 
feooveiy,  and  sliall  be  glad  to  hear  bow  be  goes  on*  Meantime' 
wiabing  him  and  yon  and  all  the  brathren  evny  needful  good, 

1  lemain  youn  affectionately, 
**  Sep.  W.  MeitUr:*  O.  OaBOXif 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Hardey,  who  had  previously  rendered  good 
service  to  the  Society  as  General  Superintendent  of  Missions  in 
India  and  in  Australia,  was  ultimately  ujjpointed  as  my  suc- 
cessor at  the  Cape.  The  lie  v.  W.  R.  Longden,  so  kindly 
referred  to  in  the  above  letter,  and  who  received  every  attention 
we  could  give  liim  on  his  repeated  visits  to  the  Cape,  finally 
sank  under  the  iiiHuence  of  the  disease  from  which  he  was 
suffering.  He  died  in  great  peace,  and  with  a  full  hope  ol 
everlasting  life,  at  Uitenhage,  on  the  Ist  of  May,  1864. 

At  the  last  annual  District  Meeting  at  which  I  presided 
before  leaving  South  Africa,  which  waa  held  in  Gape  Town  in 
4be  month  of  January,  I860, 1  was  so  graciously  sustained,  both 
in  body  and  mind,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  that  bopea 
were  cherished  and  warmly  expressed  by  the  brethren,  that  my 
•health  might  be  so  far  restored  as  to  admit  of  my  remaining  at 
my  post  a  little  longer.  These  hopes  I  entertained  myself  for 
a  short  time ;  but  after  the  excitement  of  the  meeting  was  over, 
I  experienced  such  a  serious  .rcIapiiC,  with  such  entire  prostra- 
tion of  strength,  that  I  was  induced  to  decide  at  once  to  avail 
myself  of  the  kind  permission  of  the  Committee  to  return  to 
England,  feelini^  strongly  averse  to  the  idea  of  nominally  filling 
A  responsible  oflice,  the  duties  of  which  I  was  unable  elliciently 
to  fulfil.  We  therefore  made  our  arrangements  acoordiioglyy 
•aettled  our  affairs,  and  prepared  for  our  departure. 

On  Sunday,  the  10th  of  May,  I  preached  for  the  last  time  at 
Wesley  Chapel,  Burg  Street,  and  on  the  foUowing  Sabbath  at 
Bondebosch,  to  crowded  and  attentive  congregations.  These 
-duties  were  performed  under  much  bodily  weakness;  but  I  waa 
'thankfbl  to  be  able  to  lift  my  warning  voice  once  move  in  tho 
^sanctuaries  where  I  had  been  endeavouring  faithfully  to  preaeb 
«the  Gospel  for  nearly  ten  yean»  and  thus  publidy  to  take  ' 
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letfe  of  a  people  in  whoee  epiriinal  woifiuo  I  hH  teplf 
inteieeted. 

The  foDowiog  days  were  speoi  m  rwMng  the  fmweD  Tuito 
of  dear  Mends,  and  in  eompletiog  onr  anaagemcDls  lor  amt 
homeward  voyage.  On  Tneedaj  moning,  the  SSnd,  oar  ftiead, 
llr«  Jamei  Morris^  haTing  kindly  offered  to  drife  m  in  lua 
eofered  eonreyanee  to  Cape  Town,  we  nnited  in  prMver  wad 
praise  with  a  1  ir^'(  number  of  our  dear  people  who  had  assem* 
bled  together  at  our  residence  at  Rotidehosch,  and  then  took 
our  departure.  As  %ve  dmve  off,  the  Mission  school  child re»» 
with  tliHr  teacher,  Mr.  John  Tliorne,  nt  their  head,  lii^ed  the 
path,  and  stnick  up  a  !)eautiful  parting  hymn  ;  and  the  In^t 
sound  we  heard  wns  that  of  sweet  infant  voices  chanthig  thr 
praises  of  God.  On  reaching  the  city,  it  was  already  time  to  go 
on  board  the  mail  steamer.  We  therefore  drove  to  the  wharf  at 
once,  wheiawe  found  the  Rev.Meaen.  Kdwards,  Cameroo,  Ttndall« 
Godman,  and  Barber,  with  Me^^r^.  Smitheri,  Davison,  Tonkta, 
Maniiv  and  a  large  number  of  oilier  friends,  anembled  togcUMr 
to  take  an  affBetionate  leave  of  A  few  of  tbcta  acwpaaiei 
■a  on  board  the  *'Bane/'  and  remained  with  na  till  acaii|f 
aooQ»  wben  they  alao  were  oUq^  to  eaj  Good  bye,**  and 
die  anflbor  waa  weighed,  and  wa  eteaned  ai^  ay  from  the  eonel 
ofAfrioa.* 

*  Ob  eer  dspwlwa  frna  Sovlb  Africag  m  os  fcnMr  McaafaM^  v% 
wewTcd  miab  ktndeMi  litMi  a  paoplt  f  ho  M  haoomt  mkmti  te  «alj 
thtatroagHttkaarOttiilMialiKtim.  A  kiM  aai  nqMelM  iUmm  «m 
flMiBlid  to  me  prtrioQft  to  oar  embarkation,  tigCnnl  hj  abo«t  tt«>>  :i..[i  Jri4 
of  our  member*,  including  aU  th»  Stcwank^  Local  Pivaeban,  and  Ltmim^ 
imrflowiiiL;  «it!i  h\r  aad  good  wtftbet  for  mT*p^f  and  Mrt.  Moi*?t'r,  s-nI 
expref»ii)U  ciriK-st  hu^M^  fnr  the  rrrortrT  of  oi  r  h(ilt!i,  nni3  ?|*fd_v  rrtun> 
to  Ihc  C.ipc.  A  (imilar  aiMrr«4  prrw'nti'J  hy  ihr  Mift«>iv>iiAnc3,  brannc 
the  »ik;nntur<«  nf  erery  brother  in  the  Ui»lrict  whu  h»J  the  opportiiLititj  «pC 
jwiuifig  iu  UiU  eaprcMion  of  esteem  ;  whilst  numcroQi  ciHuutUMicAUofia  caaae 
Ami  bdifiM  frMa,  tMeban,aad  lekoUn.  bolk  ia  tm  «ad  eMtiy. 
Alttioiigli  I  bad  w  Ml  ortWrnidcaeaaaaMtofai  of  B^MIutiMi 
fttpaajpK  H  waa  my  piaaaant  Co  nenva  IbtaaaannBcaaef  MAmIs 
mA  it  would  bm  baa  hi  hnrnnj  trttb  a^  Minirt  to  baira  flaaal 
mord,  ID  these  page*.  KMne  of  the  docmaaala  allariiil  to,  bad  apaee  fm» 
HiUicd.  Aii<I  h»(I  1  not  wuhed  to  aroid  the  appcarmuec  of  Mif-adalalioa.  Oat 
fnrnd«  .i(  the  i  ^-r  of  Good  IIo]^i«,  u  it  othrr  {'tacca,  B^^,  MtWtbalail^ 

rat  awnicd  of  our  na^jfta^  aflisdHMuita  y» ***)fefii>ft ■ 
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When  W8  liad  id  a  measaie  leooTered  from  tlie  excitement 
md  fatigue  ommeeieclMtli  onr  embarkation,  and  got  aocustomed 
onoe  move  to  life  on  hotoA  a  elup,  we  experieneed  a  aensible' 
UDpToyement  in  our  liealth ;  and  although  the  Teasel  was 

crowded  with  passengers  of  diversilicd  nationalities  and  creeds, 
we  found  them  generally  civil  and  agreeable.  Captain  Hoiiraaii 
and  his  officers  did  every  thing  in  their  pown  to  make  all  on 
board  as  comfortable  as  possible,  and  altogether  the  passage 
was  pleasant  as  any  one  which  we  had  previously  made.  I 
was  cordiaily  invited  to  share  in  the  services  of  the  Sabbath 
with  an  Episcopalian  Minister  who  was  on  board ;  and  we  had 
some  profitable  services,  the  fruits  of  which  I  trust  will  appear 
t<  after  many  days.  I  also  ooUected  together  a  number  of  intelli- 
gent boys^  who  were  passengers,  and,  with  the  consent  of  their 
parents  and  fiiends,  formed  them  into  a  Bible  Class,  which  I 
met  ereiy  aftenioon«  whmi  the  weather  and  other  drenmstanoes 
would  permit. 

On  the  mofmng  of  Friday,  the  let  of  Jnne^  we  made  tha 
Island  of  8t.  Helena,  the  bold,  rochy,  barren  appearance  of 
which  quite  harmonized  with  the  ideas  which  I  had  formed  of 

it  from  my  boyhood.  After  skirting  the  south-eastern  shore 
for  a  short  distance,  we  rounded  the  point,  and  James  Town, 
the  capital  of  the  inland,  burst  snddenly  upon  our  view.  It  is 
situated  m  a  narrow  valley,  with  elevated  rocky  hills  on  either 
side,  the  snmmits  of  which  are  crowned  with  barracks  and 
fortifications.  After  a  hasty  cup  of  cotiec  most  of  the  passengers 
went  on  shore,  and  a  few  of  us  united  and  hired  a  conveyance 
for  a  trip  to  Longwood,  the  place  of  Napoleon's  exile,  about 
four  miles  distant  from  James  Town.  We  found  a  number  of 
Fftnch  artisans  bnsily  at  work  repairuog  the  mansion,  in  aooord-* 
anoe  with  an  anangement  which  had  been  made  with  the 
British  Government.  On  our  letnm  we  visited  Buonaparte's 
tomb,  whieh  ia  sitnated  in  a  gentle  hollow  at  some  distanco 
below  Longwood.  We  found  the  grave  empty,  the  body  of  the 
Emperor  having  been  removed  to  France  some  time  before. 
On  returning  to  James  Town  we  made  a  few  pnrehases,  and 
hastened  on  board.  The  mails  having  been  received,  we 
weighed  anchor  about  two  o'clock  p.m.,  and  resumed  our 
homeward  voyage. 
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On  lionday,  the  4t]i»  we  eame  to  Am  lilaiid  of  AieeMfais 
anoUier  bleak.  Iiamii,  todkj  iiki  ui  the  Athatie,  where  tke 
steemer  hat  to  eall  ihr  the  mafl  bags.   It  »  occapied  m 

a  naval  dep5t  and  Government  rendetvons  for  the  Western 
Coast  of  Africa.  \Vc  went  on  shore  lor  a  few  liours,  and  iu  • 
course  of  our  ramble  inspected  the  public  building  aud  nuMki 
bospitiii,  which  containi^  a  number  of  patii-nts.  Wc  did  not 
liud  much  besides  to  iutcrctit  us,  and  on  rf^turiung  to  the  ah^ 
we  proceeded  on  our  voyage  soon  nfter  noon. 

Nothing  worthy  of  special  notice  occurred  during  the  i»» 
xiiainder  of  the  passage  till,  on  Wedneidi^,  the  t7lh«  ell  wm 
bustle  and  eicitement  among  the  pewengere,  it  was  expected 
from  the  ship's  reckoning  that  we  sbonld  aee  land  during  the 
day.  The  weather  wna  eonewhet  haty,  and  we  entered  the 
chopa  of  the  Channel  without  aighting  the  JJkud,  or  any  oikr 
pert  of  the  Bngliah  eoaat»  tiU,  aboni  three  o'eloek  r  JC, 
atone  Lighthouie  borat  upon  our  view  ell  aft  onee  like  nMgifl^ 
when  no  one  imagined  we  were  ao  neer  to  port.  We  eoos 
afterwards  reeeived  a  pilot  on  boerd,  and  enteied  the  huhov 
of  Plymootb,  where  we  bad  to  land  the  English  itialU.  Th© 
evening  was  stormy,  aud  iaLt:lii^cnce  was  received  o:'  n^^y 
ships  hnving  lately  bccu  wrecked  in  the  Channel.  Thi*»  to- 
getiici  with  the  rtiuarks  of  tltc  pilol  a»  lo  the  state  and  prt>> 
ffpects  ol  liR'  weather,  induced  many  of  tlie  passengtrrs  to  leave 
the  ship  here,  contrary  to  their  first  intention  ;  but  tis  to  our- 
selves, we  felt  that  \vc  could  trust  in  l^videuoe  for  pitneetion 
during  t^o  remainder  of  the  passage ;  and  efaout  e%ht  o'daak 
POi.  the  steamer  weighed  anchor  and  put  to  sea  again. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  storm  baring  subsided,  ahd 
the  weather  hariog  become  fine,  we  had  a  beautiful  view  of  the 
coast,  aa  we  tieamed  throng  the  Xeedlea  and  np  the  Solanlemfi 
Sonthampion  Watnra.  Soenafler  noon  weeotandSonlhamflAi 
dock,  and  onee  flsoie  aet  onr  bet  upon  oar  Bilive  ahona.  Mm 
pasaing  oar  Ing^ac^e  th>Ottg|i  the  Cnitoai  Hom^  md  dtni^  aft 
Daria'a  hotel,  1  waOoid  o«t  to  Bitten,  and  took  •  part  ha  m 
interesting  public  meeting,  along  with  the  Ber.  Measrs.  H,  W. 
Williams  and  J.  Little,  the  respected  Ministers  of  the  South- 
ampton Circuit.    The  mxi  d«t^'  we  proceeded  to  Lauilott » 
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«nd  cm  oalling  upon  Br.  and  iCrs.  Hoole,  thef  gnfe  us  a 
«OfcUal  welcome^  on  behalf  of  tlie  Soeietj,  on  satuning  onoo 
uoie  to  our  nntiva  land,  and  wannlj  aongmtolated  us  on 
bafing  been  so  merafally  preserved  daring  so  many  years  of 
arduous  labour  in  the  Mis^n  field ;  and  the  innrard  response 
of  each  of  our  hearts,  I  believe,  was,  "  Bless  tiie  Lord,  O  my 
soul,  and  forget  not  all  His  benefits." 

CONCLUDING  OBSERVATIONS. 

Although  these  Memorials  of  Missionary  Labour  have  already 
exceeded  the  limits  ori^iually  intended,  I  cannot  bring  them  to 
a  close  without  a  retrospective  glance  at  the  way  which  has 
been  traversed,  and  an  earnest  and  aiTectioDate  appeal  oa  the 
important  subject  to  which  they  relate. 

With  regard  to  that  portion  of  the  Mission  field  which  has 
last  passed  under  review,  let  me  for  a  moment  call  attention  to 
the  aggregate  results  of  the  labours  of  the  Wesl^an  Missionaiy 
Society,  so  far  as  they  are  capable  of  being  embraoed  in  a 
atatistical  estimate.  I  do  most  sincerely  and  Tery  highly 
aippreciate  the  efforts  of  kindred  institutions,  which  keep  the 
Mmo  object  in  vievr,  and  whose  labours  tend  to  humble  the 
«nner,  exalt  the  Saviour,  and  promote  the  glory  of  God  in  the 
aalvation  of  men ;  but  I  am  best  acquainted  with  the  miasaonaiy 
operations  of  that  section  of  the  Christian  chureh  to  whidi  I 
"belong,  and  it  is  of  those  which  I  now  speak,  whilst  I  wish  God 
speed  to  all  others  wlio  are  engaged  in  the  same  blessed  work. 

It  is  now  ahoiit  filty  vears  since  theiirst  \Veakyan  Missionary 
arrived  in  Souiliern  Africa  under  tlu-  circumstances  already 
^mentioned;  and  let  any  one  trace  tlie  history  of  the  respective 
stations  which  have  been  formed,  and  mark  the  gradual  ad« 
vancement  of  the  work,  as  here  briefly  sketched,  and  say 
whether  it  has  not  been  a  successful  enterprise.  In  many  a 
once  dark  and  desolate  region  missionaiy  villages  have  been 
formed,  Christian  schools  established,  congregations  gathered, 
chuiches  oiganiaed,  lands  cultivated,  and  the  people  decently 
dothed,  and  railed  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  blenings  of 
dvilised  life.  Laii<^Liages  whidi  had  been  previously  unwritte 
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liave  htm  radneed  to  gnmnifttkil  form ;  and  the  Uoiy  Scrip- 
tnrasy  M  well  it  aobool  bookt  d  wiooft  tindii  havo  htm 
tamsbted  into  the  nitive  dialeett  of  tbe  people.  Aad,  what  m 
bettar  still,  the  -hrkm  Goqwl  of  the  Uewed  Ood  hat  htm 
Ikoely  and  (htthfuUy  preadied,  in  many  instaneea  wstk  ao^ 
aaving  power,  to  varions  tribes  of  natifea  inhahitiny  the  vMi 
continent.  During  the  past  half  century  we  have  mtOtt  to 
believe  tliat  hundreds  and  thousands  have  passed  away  to  a 
brighter  and  better  world  above,  from  our  respective  slaiion** 
in  South  Airira  ;  and  we  have  still  a  great  and  glorious  work  in 
prt\L;n^s.  in  ihe  live  iiislncts  into  whirh  the  counlr)'  is 
divided,  we  have  nixty-lkret  MUsionarm,  one  humlrttl  an<i 
ikirty-eight  choftU^  three  hundred  and  ffty-mme  other  prtachmg' 
fUcet^mghi  thousand  three  hnmlretl  mml  thirty-seven  church  mmu- 
iert^  eleven  thousand  four  hundred  smd  Jfffy-eix  scholars  in  the 

Miaiioma  ao  munmos  and  eztamTe,  and  earned  on,  in  many 
inttancei,  in  legjoniao  iwnoiefrom  iheeentwiof  eo—eweanJ 
cifiltittioii»  tto  neceiiaiilj  attended  with  eooeidanhle  expenee^ 
Mpeeially  at  their  eommenoetnent,  and  they  hate  a  atrong  tkSm 

upon  the  land  consideration  and  benevolence  of  our  friends  at 
home.  The  Missionary'  and  his  family  nuut  be  furnished  witli 
waggons  and  uien  to  convey  them  aud  their  baggagi^  and  vtom 
to  the  scene  of  their  futurt';  labours.  Natives  must  be  hired  lo 
assist,  and  supplied  with  f^od  for  the  jo'inrfv,  which  frr-  pi^itly 
extends  to  a  distance  of  huudrcda  of  miles,  over  nxnU  wbirh  ar« 
almost  impassable.  The  ground  aelected  for  the  uie  of  the  oevr 
atation  moat  be  cleared,  buildings  erected,  and  land  cultivmtfti 
fer  a  flitova  anpplj  of  provisions^  and  the  work  sustained  in  all  • 
iti  departmantoifor  jfean  faefon  mnch  kteal  aid  can  ba  especteiF 
towarda  ita  aappott.  But  when  the  wofk  ft  fiuily  oiipniaed, 
tnd  tlia  Mha  of  Chriatiaaity  ate  hnoghi  to  betr  upon  tht 
baarta  and  comeieneaa  of  the  people,  they  m  tnfariab^  tim^ 
the  acnptoral  dnty  of  oontribntiiig  towarda  the  aoppoK  of  tba 
Goipcl  aoeording  totheir  abiUty;  andinpropoHionlo  the  depth 
•nd  gennineneae  of  the  work  of  grace  upon  their  bearU»  they 
saniieei  a  cheerful  rtadiueu  to  ili«»chiirgc  this  obligetioa.  ^Iir 
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addition  to  the  Methodistic  plan  of  weekly,  monthly,  and 
■quarterly  conlribiitionsfor  tlie  general  support  of  the  work  upon 
the  station,  wlierever  it  is  practicable  annual  Missionary  Meetings 
are  held,  as  already  stated,  when  the  people,,  notwithstanding 
their  general  poverty,  frequently  manifest  a  commendable  spirit 
of  Christian  liberality  in  aid  of  the  fuuds  of  the  Soeietj  for  the 
epread  of  the  Gospel  throughout  the  world. 

It  is,  moreover,  a  pleanng  fact  that  our  foreign  AnxiUaiy 
Hissionaiy  Societies  are  in  many  instances  liberally  supported 
not  only  by  converted  natives,  but  also  by  European  colonists, 
mho  have  themselves  received  spiritnal  benefit  from  our  Missions, 
or  who  desire  thus  to  express  their  views  of  the  value  and 
importance  of  our  labours  to  the  country  in  which  their  lot  is 
cast  in  the  order  of  Divine  Providence.  I  remember,  on  one 
occasion,  a  noble-minded  Christian  gentleman  built  an  elegant 
chapel  at  liis  own  exi>ense  at  a  cost  of  nearly  €1,000,  and  pre- 
sented it  to  the  Connexion.  Soon  after  i's  eoiupleiioii,  we  held 
our  lirst  "Missionary  Mectin":  in  this  beautiful  sanctunr\',  when  I 
called  upon  the  donor,  to  invite  him  to  take  the  chair.  This 
iionour  he  respectfully  dedined,  alleging  that  he  was  "not  much 
of  a  speaker ; "  at  the  same  time  he  kindly  placed  in  my  hand  a 
£5  bank  note  to  drop  in  the  plate,  anonjfmoualy,  to  help  the 
collection.  This  he  gave  in  addition  to  his  annual  oontiibutioii 
«f  £10,  which  appeared  on  the  list.  The  following  year  I 
^raited  on  him  again,  when,  on  my  way  to  the  Hinionaiy 
lieeting,  and  he  again  handed  me  eomething  to  drop  in  the 
.plate  for  the  collectkm.  This  time  it  proved  to  be  a  bank-note 
ibr  BIO,  Time  passed  rapidly  away,  and  on  the  approach  of 
the  third  Missionary  Meeting  in  the  new  chapel  I  called  upon 
my  frit  iid  again,  for  I  desire  never  to  neglect  the  real  friends  of 
Missicms,  and  "  he  thai  liath  friends  must  show  himself  friendly.** 
On  this  occasion  my  friend,  in  lus  u<un\  pleasant  way,  handed 
me  a  slip  of  paper  for  the  collection,  which,  ou  opening,  I  found 
io  my  surprise,  was  a  cheque  for  £20.  At  the  next  Missionary 
Meeting  the  anonymous  contribution  of  my  friend  to  the  collec- 
tion was  the  noble  sum  of  iB50,  which  amount  he  has  given 
xepeatedly  since,  in  the  same  quiet  unostentatious  way,  in  testi- 
mony of  his  admiration  of  the  labours  of  the  Wesl^aii  Missioii* 
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iiy  SooKiy*  On  ABothflf  occsmwh  I  loooved  from  b  diilnl 
pbM  a  eontribntifni  to  the  Hiatioii  fund  endoted  m  a  parfciy 
wluflh  was  aeired  up  with  ipacial  em.  When  I  had  cot  awij 
the  ititdiee,  and  nnfolded  the 

caniai,  and  paper,  I  fonnd  tbti  it  oontained  the  liboal  eum  eC 
M$lt  as  the  offering  of  a  poor  widow.   From  Tanont  eoanea 

the  proceeds  of  tbe  "  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Auxiliary  Weslejaa 
Missionary  Society"  for  t!ic  past  ye^ir  amoiinted  to  £665; 
whiUt  tlie  sum  remitted  from  tUe  SouUi  African  Auxiliaries 
uiiiiedJy  was  £2,470. 

Efrry  truefrieiHl  of  Christian  .Missions  mu?t  n  juioj  to  obsenre 
the  interest  wliicli  lias  been  mar.ifrstcd  of  lato  ypnn  by  th« 
people  of  this  country  in  Italy,  India,  and  China,  with  their  Tait 
populations ;  Init  I  have  no  doubt  bat  manj  will  share  with  me 
in  a  feeling  of  Iioly  jealousy  lest  by  any  meaneour  old  establisbtd 
Mitwona  should  be  neglected.  Our  fears  on  this  suli^eci  art 
enhanced  bj  obeerriog  fkom  the  "Mianoiiaiy  Kotieai**  for 
Maieht  that  the  Committee  have  been  led,  hy  the 
depfeased  atate  of  the  Society's  ftmda,  aerionsly  to  entertain  thn 
thoug])t»  not  neiely  of  retfenohmcnt»  hot  of  actnally  abandonn^ 
aome  poitiona  of  the  Blieabn  field,  or  of  handing  them  of«r  In 
other  dometiea.*  Surely  the  ftienda  of  Hisaiona  at  home  w9 
not  allow  these  extreme  measures  to  be  ndopteil,  but  "  baste  to 
the  rescue  "with  a  liberality  and  zual  which  wiii  wariiiit  th* 
Coiniiiittec  not  only  t/»  continue,  but  »trfugthen,  the  exittiiig 
Missions,  anil  thin  support  the  hands  of  tln^  t!oI»!<»  hnnd  of  men 
who  are  toiling  in  di^itjint  lauds  uuilrr     rnaay  di2iCouriigi.'Uu  nts. 

Of  all  the  Miaaiona  of  the  Wcaicyau  MinkMiaiy  Sodtijt 

•  It  ii  Mlkfcetoiy  to  eUcrvr  that  rcfcreoc*  u  now  mide  to  (he  MiaBoo* 
iriai ea tha Spot,  mA  to  lh«  ftof^iur  thdropmioa  U§m  aoy  «tif»«t 
tdeai  towwds  abaadoaiag  ttalioat  ih«a4y  occopicO,  or  himW^  thoa  mm 

to^Okm  Sodsiki:  mk  it  is  hoDtd  dad  ike  adaMaitorT  kislMia  tf  mm 
IfisikM  at  B^bice  uid  Sunoo  will  bt  ateflideDt  purd  a^tnt  maj  cem^ 
paatbrn;^  rntfml  into  bctvMB  tht  diwrtats  of  difcrmt  MuwoMry  uuUta* 
tinns  ill  Kn^laiid  Cor  the  af^propmtioa  of  dUtiDct  tectiou  of  iht  Mmim 
ficid,  witlioul  rrfen'ucr  to  the  jmtwn  or  [Xupk  most  deeply  iulrre^t<fi3  in 
fuch  irrwisonnut*.  '1  hr  jm<>j"1«  .  f  (>fvwl  .\auii»fj';3h:>d  rv/a«c  to  W  ir»a»- 
fcrrrd  to  another  Sxnt/,  ao4  noUiy  eapfe  to  do  ihcit  be»l  to  tofport  a 
WoiJcyftB  iiia*ioa*iy. 
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ilmmglKnit  ibe  wiMj  estenied  ^lieie  of  its  operaftknu,  none 
hnt  been  more  snoceeafiil  than  tbooe  wbieb  bave  beea  eetab- 
Ittbed  in  Africa  and  in  tbo  West  Indie8»-Hx>antries  wbieb  bate 
been  so  remarkably  linked  togetber  in  tbe  order  of  Divine 
Ttorideoce^  and  to  wbidi  tbeee  Memorials  bave  a  special  refer* 
enee.  Notwitbstanding  tbe  nnmeroas  diffienlttes  with  wbidi 
the  Missionaries  have  had  to  contend,  arising  from  Moham- 
medan supei  atitioiis  mi  l  I  pagan  darkness, — from  unhealthy 
climate?,  slavery,  Immau  sacrifices,  and  barbarous  languages,  iti 
addition  to  the  desperate  wickedness  and  depravity  of  the  human 
heart, — a  great  and  glorions  work  hn'^  been  nrcomplished. 
Multitudes  of  the  sable  sons  and  daughters  of  Ham  have  been 
brought  to  a  saiing  knowledge  of  tbe  truth.  Many  have 
iinished  their  course  with  joy,  and  have  passed  away  to  a 
brighter  and  a  better  world  above,  and  many  more  are  still 
travelling  in  the  way  to  Zion.  On  tbe  various  stations  in 
Africa  and  in  the  West  Indies  we  bave  now  one  Aundred  and 
fflff^wo  MMitmarie§,f<mr  hvnired  and  ihitif4kree  ekapeU,  five 
hmdnd  and  foriy-eight  aiker  preaching-placu^  tkmaand 
ekmrek  memUra,  forty  ikunumd  tMlan  m  ike  Mietitm  ecioolst 
and  me  Mmind  and  mnefy  two  ikaneand  aUendanta  an  public 

WOTihip, 

Whilst  we  cherish  ia  our  hearts  feelings  of  the  liveliest  p  lati- 
tude to  God  for  this  glorious  extension  of  the  wuik,  and  hless 
His  holy  name  for  every  sinner  saved  by  grace,  wc  must  not 
forget  that  rn-y  much  yet  remains  to  be  done.  Only  the  out- 
posts of  the  enemy's  works  have  been  taken.  The  citadel  of 
Satan  has  yet  to  be  assailed.  Hundreds  and  thousands  and 
millions  of  our  fellow  men  are  still  in  rebellion  against  the 
King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords.  Let  all  who  bear  the 
Christian  name  buckle  on  their  armour  afresh,  and  come  np  to 
tbe  help  of  tbe  Lord  against  tbe  mighty,  I/et  tbe  young  men 
nnd  maidens  of  tbia  highly  favoured  land  consecrate  themselves 
to  tbe  glorious  missionaiy  enteiprise,  to  labour  at  home  or 
abroad,  as  the  Lord  may  call  tbem,  in  pulling  down  tbe  strong 
bolds  of  sin  and  Satan.  Let  Christian  parents  freely  give  np 
tbeir  children  for  this  blessed  woik.  Let  all  be  more  earnest  in 
prayer,  sympathy,  and  benevolence,  opening  their  hearts  and 
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tbcir  hands  freely  to  sustain  the  fpterpiii*  in  a  manner  aom* 
znentonte  with  its  unspeakable  importanae,  and  tl  will  pro<|Mr, 
Alnoa  and  the  Wcat  Indies  will  be  fully  evangelized,  and 
■"Ethtopla  shall  ttietcli  cot  hor  hands  unto  God.'*  Itslj.Indis, 
and  OhitMit  wiUi  thsir  faM»ni>»>j  nUkiss  of  pffiplft^  will  ho 
^theied  into  tlie  fiild  of  Christ^  Tbs  distiat  isiss  of  Um  aso 
whidiitill  wait  for  Qod's  law  will nodve  thakotk;  and  ''aB 
ahall  know  the  Loid»  from  the  kasi  nnio  the  peaMi"  for  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it. 

If  you  and  I,  dear  reader,  on  thus  parting  company,  should 
never  meet  aj^in  in  this  world,  may  we  meet  in  the  "  better 
couuiry,"  aud  form  a  part  of  that  '*  great  multitude  wliich  no 
mnn  aui  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindrcd«i,  ancl  i>i  oplc,  and 
tongues;"  and  mny  it  then  appear  that  we  bare  done  some- 
thing towards  hastening  the  grand  consunmiation  of  the 
missionary  enterprise,  when  genuine  coQ?erta  to  the  (aith  of  the 
Oospel  shall  **oome  from  tha  east,  and  from  the  west,  and 
fiomthe  north,  nnd  from  the  south,  and  sit  doWBVttli  Afan* 
ham*  ikaac,  and  Jacob*  in  the  kingdom  of  God.*' 

0  for  a  tnoipsl  voioik 

OasOthewMMIosilll 
Tahidthdrhenlsi^oiei 

InHimwhodielteaOt 

For  all  mj  Lord  wis  cmcified, 
fbr  an,  for  an,  ai J  Stviov  dM.** 
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